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"  Aa  to  Burr,  tbesa  ttiings  are  adnitUod,  and,  iodced,  can  not  be  deuicd, 
that  be  19  a  mao  of  extremo  and  UTOgukir  nmbiUon;  that  he  is  sclQsb 
to  a  dogrce  which  ezclodee  all  social  aflectionB;  and  tbnt  bo  iB  decidedly 
profligate." 

Aitxandcr  Ndmiltaa. 


"  A  groat  man  in  little  things,  whUo  be  (Burr)  ia  rcoll;  small  ia  gjeat 
Thirmiu  Jefffraon. 


"I  vntnesi  yoor  estmordinary  fintitode  with  now  wonder  at  every 
now  misforcuno.  Otten,  after  reQcctingp  oq  tbia  subject,  you  apponr  to  ma 
BO  superior,  bo  elovaled  above  all  other  men ;  I  contemplate  you  witli  such 
n  stningD  jnixturc  aS  humility,  admiration,  rovercncc,  love  and  pride,  lliut 


^i^MftflHKMBM^ia  I 


PREFACE. 

The  story  of  Aaron  Burr's  strange,  eventful  life,  which 
must  possess  interest  for  the  American  people  always,  I 
attempt  to  tell,  because  no  one  else  has  told  it. 

Few  men  have  been  more  written  about  than  he  ;  but, 
generally,  by  partisans,  opponents,  or  enemies.  The  life 
of  Burr,  by  the  late  Mr.  M.  L.  Davis,  as  it  contains  a  great 
number  of  Colonel  Bun-'s  letters,  and  many  documents 
respecting  him  and  his  doings  in  the  world,  has  a  value 
of  its  own,  which  publications  like  the  present  can  not 
diminish.  But  the  story  of  tlic  man's  life  is  not  to  be 
extracted  from  those  volumes,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
it  is  not  contained  in  them.  One  may  read  Mr.  Davis's 
work,  and  Burr's  European  Diary,  and  the  Report  of  his 
Trial  for  Treason,  making  in  all  more  than  three  thousand 
octavo  pages,  and  still  bo  utterly  unable  to  decide  what 
manner  of  man  ho  was,  and  what,  in  the  great  crises  of 

bis  life,  he  either  did  or  meant  to  do.  I  can  confidently 
appeal  to  any  one  who  has  gone  through  those  six  pond- 
erous volumes,  to  confirm  the  assertion,  that  they  leave 
Aaron  Burr,  at  last,  to  the  consideration  of  the  reader,  a 
baffling  enigma  1 

To  have  condensed  the  information  contained  in  those 
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thousaDdB  of  p^es  into  a  single  volume  of  convenient  size 
and  price,  would  have  beea  itself  a  justifiable  work.  Much 
more  thun  that  has  beeu  done.  To  complete  my  informa- 
tion, I  bave  resorted  to  the  following  additional  sources  : 

First,  the  Literature  of  the  period,  and,  particularly, 
the  Memoirs  and  Letters  of  public  characters,  who  were 
the  rivals  and  associates  of  Burr.  The  correspondence  of 
Jefferson,  Hamilton,  and  John  Adams  has,  of  course,  beea 
of  the  most  essential  service. 

Secondly,  the  newspapers  of  Burr's  day.  Great  num- 
bers of  these  are  preserved,  among  other  priceless  treas- 
ures, in  the  library  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society, 
for  access  lo  which  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Moore,  the  oblig- 
ing librarian  of  that  institution. 

Thirdly,  Aaron  Burr  himself 
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last  three  years,  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  conversing  fa- 
miliarly with  many  of  those  who  associated  with  him  dur- 
ing fhe  last  twenty  or  thirty  years  of  his  life,  receiving  at 
every  interview  some  addition  to  my  stock  of  anecdote  and 
reminiscence.  Burr  had  a  remarkable  memory,  and,  with 
persons  whom  he  liked  and  trusted,  was  fond  of  convers- 
ing upon  the  events  of  his  career  ;  the  whole  story  of 
which,  at  one  time  and  another,  he  told  them  many  times 
over.  With  all  his  faults,  he  was  never  given  to  self-vin- 
dication. He  was  one  of  those  men  who  naturally  make 
themselves  out  to  be  worse  than  they  are,  rather  than  bet- 
ter. He  told  the  anecdotes  of  his  life  merely  as  anecdotes. 
The  impression  which  they  made  upon  those  who  heard 
them  was  such,  that  many  of  his  stories  they  still  relate 
in  the  very  words  he  used,  and  with  imitations  of  the  look 
and  gesture  that  accompanied  each  phrase.  Burr's  own 
view  of  the  leading  transactions  of  his  life  has  thus  been 
imparted  to  me. 

Neither  of  my  informants  knew  what  any  other  of  them 
had  told  me,  or  would  tell  me.  The  general  concurrence, 
as  well  of  the  facts  they  gave,  as  of  the  opinions  they  en- 
tertained of  the  man,  and  their  feelings  toward  him,  was 
remarkable.  The  discordance  and  contradictions  begin 
only  when  the  inner  circle  of  those  who  know  is  left,  and 
the  outer  one  of  those  who  have  heard,  is  entered.  To 
Burr's  surviving  friends,  then,  I  chiefly  owe  it  that  I  have 
been  able  to  extricate  his  story  from  the  falsehoods  in 
which  it  was  embedded. 

Others,  whose  acquaintance  with  him  was  slight  and 


acciileDtal,  and  Bome  who  merely  saw  him  in  pnlilic  situa- 
tions, have  also  given  me  interesting  infonnation.  The 
patient  courtesy  of  many  distinguished  gentlemen  to  a 
stranger  who  could  never  make  the  slightest  return  of 
their  kindness,  greatly  enhanced  the  obligation  which  they 
conferred. 

Such  are  the  sources  from  which  the  following  narrative 
has  been  derived.  All  of  them  have  been  used  —  none 
followed. 

It  may  occur  to  some  readers,  that  the  good  in  Burr 
is  too  conspicuously  displayed,  or  his  faults  too  lightly 
touched,  in  this  volume.  To  such  I  desire  to  say  that, 
in  my  opinion,  it  is  the  good  in  a  man  who  goes  astray, 
that  ought  moat  to  alarm  and  warn  his  fellow-men.  To 
8upi)ress  the  good  qualities  and  deeds  of  a  Burr  is  only  loss 
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XI 


most  interesting  in  the  history  of  the  United  States^  after 
the  Revolution.  It  was  then  that  Old  Things  in  this 
country  really  passed  away.  Then  arose  the  conquering 
Democratic  Party.  Then  America  became  America.  We 
are  still  only  reaping  what  was  sown  in  those  twelve  years, 
and  shall  for  a  very  long  time  to  come.  Nothing  consid- 
erable has  occurred  in  American  politics  since  the  election 
of  Jefferson  and  Burr  in  1800  —  though  one  or  two  con- 
siderable things  have  been  gallantly  attempted. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

JONATHAN    EDWARDS, 

THE    FATHER    OF    AARON    BURR'S    3I0TIIER. 
i>3  RttifDExn!  IS  New  York  ix  17'22  — Skktcr  of  nw  Caueer  —  Hw  Wife  amd 

1>AL'(;IITEBS  —  £ISTUKB  £l>WARI>S — TUK  KdWAUUS  STOCK  —  InKLUKSCK  OF  JoXATHAX 
EUWAEDS. 

Ix  the  autumn  of  1722,  when  New  A^'ork  was  a  town  of 
ciu:ht  thousand  inliahitants,  and  possessed  some  of  the  charac- 
teristics of  a  Dutch  city,  an  English  sea-port,  a  new  settlement, 
a  garrisoned  town,  and  a  vice-royal  residence,  there  used  to 
walk  about  its  narrow,  winding  streets,  among  the  crowd  of 
Dutcli  traders,  P^ngHsh  mercliants,  Indians,  officers  and  sol- 
diers, a  young  man  whose  ai)pearance  w«'is  in  marked  contrast 
with  tliat  of  the  paasers-by.  His  tall,  slender,  slightly  stoop- 
ing ligun*,  was  clad  in  homespun  j)arson's  gray.  liis  face,  very 
pale,  and  somewliat  wasted,  wore  an  aspect  of  singular  refme- 
inent,  and  though  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  there  was  in  his 
air  and  manner  the  dignity  of  the  mature  and  cultivated  man. 
•  This  was  Jonathan  Edwards,  who  had  just  come  from 
8tu<lying  divinity  at  Yale  College,  to  preach  to  a  small  con- 
prregation  of  Presbyterians  in  the  city.  New  York  l)ad  an  ill 
name  at  that  time  among  the  good  people  of  New  England. 
**Tiie  Dutch  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,"  said  one  of 
tlieni,  "are  little  better  than  the  savages  of  our  American 
deserts."  Jonathan  Edwards  was  sent  by  a  company  of 
clergymen  to  this  desperate  place  much  in  the  spirit  of  those 
who,  at  the  present  day,  send  missionaries  to  Oregon  or  to 
the  mining  districts  of  California. 

Every  thing  was  adverse  to  the  spread  of  his  faith  at  that 
time  in  New  York,  and  the  young  clergyman,  after  a  residence 
of  only  a  few  months,  went  home  to  resume  his  studies.    Dearly 
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luvGt]  and  hiirhly  prinod  by  some  mcmbcra  of  his  little  congre- 
g:itiuii  it)  Nuw  Yurk  lie  (.t.'i'tiiinly  was;  biit  there  is  no  I'eason 
to  8ii|)pose  that  tlie  pieacliing  of  the  gieatost  of  Ameiic^n 
clt'igj-meii  alti-aeted  tlie  slightest  nlterition  from  the  unintel 
leoliial  dtiKi.-na  of  the  ]ilace.  Yet  a  happier,  a  more  exiillaiit 
yuiitli,  never  trod  the  xhores  of  tliia  island  than  Jtmathan 
BHwards.  lie  liad  grasped  tlie  tenets  of  liis  sect  not  with  the 
hingtiiil  assent  witli  whieli  an  inherited  creed  is  frequently  re- 
ceived, but  witli  tliat  eager,  eiuhusiaslic  love  wliieh  acuompanies 
original  eiiiiee|>tions.  To  Iiini  they  wore  the  most  real  of  all 
realities.  His  manner  was  very  calm  and  gentle,  lie  xpoke 
little,  and  kept  apart  from  the  busy  life  of  the  city.  But  the 
light  of  perfect  benevolence  and  rapt-devotion  rested  upon  hia 
nvlile,  thong)  It-lade  I)  eoiinteiiance,  and  a  profound  enthusiasm 
animated  his  heart. 

Of  his  life  in  New  York,  he  writes  in  after  yeai-a  a  brief 
account,  which  still  exists  to  reveal  to  a  canting  age  a  xoul 
denoted  to  the  object  of  its  love.  How  touching  is  this 
extract : — "  If  I  heard  the  lea.st  hint  of  any  thing  that  liap- 
peiie<i  in  any  part  of  the  world  that  appeared,  in  some  re- 
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every  sentence,  and  such  a  refreshing  food  communicated, 
that  I  could  not  get  along  m  reading ;  often  dwelling  long  on 
one  sentence,  to  see  the  wonders  contained  in  it ;  and  yet  al- 
most every  sentence  seemed  to  be  full  of  wonders." 

Through  the  obsolete  phraseology  of  this  passage,  one  easily 
discerns  a  fine  disinterestedness  of  character  which,  unless iho 
human  mcc  sliould  become  wholly  debased,  can  never  become 
obsolete. 

The  industry  of  one  of  his  descendants  has  given  the  world 
a  biogi-aphy  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  which  possesses  historical 
interest.*  Of  the  religion  called  "  evangelical,"  lie  was  per- 
haj)s,  the  most  perfect  exemplification  that  ever  existed.  The 
child  was  father  of  the  man.  We  see  him,  as  a  boy  of 
ten,  building  a  booth  in  a  swamp  near  his  father's  house,  to 
U'hich  he  and  two  of  his  companions  used  to  go  regularly  to 
pray.  In  his  eleventh  year,  we  read  of  his  demonstrating,  with 
a  kind  of  solemn  jocularity,  the  absurdity  of  an  0})inion  which 
had  been  advanced  by  a  boy  of  his  own  age,  that  the  soul 
was  material,  and  remained  in  the  grave  with  the  body  till 
the  resurrection.  At  twelve,  we  find  him  beginning  a  letter 
to  one  of  his  sisters  thus  :  "  Through  the  wonderful  goodness 
and  merey  of  God,  there  has  been  in  this  place  a  very  re- 
markable outpouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God."  He  proceeds  to 
inform  his  sister  that  he  "  has  reason  to  think  it  is  in  some  meaii- 
ure  diminished,  but  he  hopes  not  much,  and  that  above  thiily 
persons  came  commonly  a  Mondays  to  converse  with  father 
about  their  souls."  At  the  same  time,  he  exhibited  in  things 
not  religious,  an  intelligence  truly  remarkable.  He  wrote,  in  his 
twelfth  year,  an  elaborate  descnption  of  "  the  wondrous  way  of 
the  working  of  the  forest  spider,"  which  shows  that  he  possessed 
a  rare  talent  for  the  observation  of  nature.  One  of  the  great- 
est of  natural  philosophers  was  lost  to  the  world  when  Jon- 
-athan  Edwards  became  a  theologian. 

At  thirteen,  he  was  one  of  the  thirty-one  students  who,  in 
1716,  composed  Yale  College,  and  there  occurred  the  events 
which  decided  his  career.     "  Toward  the  latter  part  of  my 

♦  The  Life  of  rn>sMcut  Edwaras.— S.  E.  Dwight.  Now  York :  G.  A  C.  A 
H.  Garvill,  1830. 


tittle  at  college,"  he  wrote,  "  it  plcjiscd  God  to  soiwi  me  wiih J 
H  plourisy,  in  wlilch  be  brouglit  me  nigh  lo  the  grave, 
shook  me  ovev  llie  pitof  hell,"   Alurmcd,  tlit-  (jxcmpUiry  yodtfe 
"  ma<]e  seeking  hia  Biilvation  the  maiii  hiiKinetia  of  his  lilti"- 
wilh  the  usiml  evangelical  remilt.     The  other  event  waN,  for  hin^ 
country  and  the  Protestant  world,  far  more  :iu{M>rlant.     Il| 
was  his  reuei'lion  of  what  thuologLtna  call  the  doctri»«  oft 
election. 

From  his  chilJhooii  up,  aa  lie  himaelf  rerordit,  his  ingonooi 
mind  had  revoUf  d  from  the  idcn  of  "  tiod'H  chiioiHijg  wlioi 
he  would  to  eteniiil  life,  and  r^ecting  whom  he  pk-anud,  IcwVi 
ing  them  eternally  to  perish  and  bevvcrlfwtingly  tonneiiledM 
bell."  But  the  time  oame  whan  lie  tliongbt  lie  helivved  thi 
doctrine.  He  could  not  tell  how  nor  why.  On  a  fnidden,  oi 
victioii  Unshed  upon  liis  mind,  anil  whnt  hnd  otxiv  Hi*«mcd  1 
horrible  doctrine,  he  oontempl.itod  with  delight.  lIcncufortl|^4 
thek'istire  of  his  life,  and  the  host  etTorta  of  M«  ijitelloct,  wer«^ 
dt'vntud  to  its  elufidatiiin.  Hia  treatise  on  the  "  Fn-fdoni  of 
the  Will,"  by  which  he  is  chiefly  knonn  to  the  recent  world,  is 
an  ingenions  attempt  to  make  that  reasonable,  wliiuli,  not 
through  his  reason,  ho  had  himself  received.  To  reconcile  the 
oithodox  teneti4  with  the  facts  of  natni-o  and  the  reason  of 
man  is  the  task  at  wliich  the  bi-nin  of  New  England  grew 
large  and  the  chest  narrow.  Of  those  who  have  lived  and 
died  in  that  vocation,  the  greatest  and  the  best  was  Junatlian 
Edwards. 

Nobler  than  any  of  bis  works  was  the  life  of  this  gnod  man. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  have  deliberately  incuried  obloquy 
and  ruin  for  conscience'  sake. 

After  leaving  New  York,  he  was  a  tutor  in  Yale  College  for 
a  year  or  two,  and  was  then  chosen  pastor  of  the  elnircb  at 
Northampton.  There,  his  preachitig  produced  effects  tliat 
have  never  been  Bin-passed,  His  ehurch  became  the  lai'gcs* 
Protestant  society  in  the  world,  lie  sluod  at  the  head  of  the 
clerical  profession  in  Now  England.  The  "  great  awakening," 
of  which  so  much  appGars  in  the  writings  of  that  day,  began 
in  his  chuich  at  Northanipion,  and  extended  to  the  remotest 
colony  in  Americi,  lo  England,  and  to  Scotland.     He  was  the 
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first  Amcncan  author  who  achieved  a  European  reputation ; 
while  he  was  yet  a  young  man,  sermons  and  volumes  of  his 
were  republished  in  Great  Britain  and  widely  circulated.  At 
home,  wherever  he  preached,  crowds  hung  upon  the  lips  of 
the  great  Mr.  Edwards  of  Northampton. 

For  twenty-three  years  he  held  this  nnequaled  position,  a 
shining  light  in  the  Pi-oteatant  world,  and  dear  to  the  pridei  of 
his  own  congregation.  Then  there  arose  a  dispute  between 
pastor  and  flock,  whether  saints  and  sinners  were  equally  en- 
titled to  partake  of  the  sacrament,  or  saints  only.  The  pastor 
was  for  excluding,  the  flock  for  admitting,  sinners.  The  peo- 
ple appealed  to  the  established  custom  of  the  parish ;  the 
pastor,  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  authoritative  writings. 
The  people  grew  warm,  refused  their  minister  a  hearing  on 
the  ]K>int  in  dispute,  and  clamored  for  his  dismissal.  He  was 
dismissed.  Himself,  his  wife,  his  ten  children,  were  suddenly 
deprived  of  the  means  of  living,  and  in  circumstances  that 
made  it  unlikely  that  he  would  be  again  able  to  practice  his 
professipi. 

•  That  a  company  of  Christian  people,  after  having  had  for 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  best  instructions  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  faith  that  any  congregation  ever  had,  and  that 
instruction  enforced  by  a  perfect  example,  should  have  been 
able  thus  to  reward  their  religious  teacher,  is  a  fact,  which 
those  who  are  curious  in  moral  causes  and  effects  will  always 
deem  worthy  of  consideration. 

On  this  trying  occasion,  Jonathan  Edwards  honored  human 
nature  by  the  quiet  dignity  and  grand  forbearance  of  his 
conduct.  He  accepted  soon  the  humble  post  of  missionary  to 
the  Indians  of  Stockbridge,  and  lal)ored  there,  this  ablest  of 
living  preachers  and  theologians,  with  no  less  zeal  and  devo- 
tion than  he  had  shown  in  his  prime  of  popularity.  There,  in 
the  space  of  four  months  and  a  half,  he  wrote  his  treatise  on 
the  Will,  which  is  the  PrinctpUi  of  Calvinistic  theology.  He 
wrote  it  when  he  was  so  embarrassed  that  he  procured  with 
difficulty  the  necessary  paper,  and  parts  of  the  work,  like 
Pope's  Homer,  were  written  on  the  backs  of  letters  and  the 
blank  pages  of  pamphlets.     His  wife,  a  lady  magniticently  en- 


tlowod  in  person  ami  mind,  Iiiit  daiiglitprfl,  beautiful  and  full  at 
talent,  mndc  lauo  nnd  painted  £uia,  wbiuh  n'ure  Bi^iit  la  BuNtun 
for  (Mile. 

EsTiiEit,  the  thinl  of  tlieso  lovely,  iiKlustrioiis  daiighturw, 
was  already  eigliteen  yean  of  age  whan  ilia  family  i¥mov<jil 
to  Stockbridge.  Two  yeara  after,  camo  to  her  home,  on  tlie 
edge  of  tliQ  nilik'i'ncsa,  one  uf  the  most  renowned  and  liriU, 
luitit  members  of  her  father's  ^ofesaion,  lie  Btooil  over  her, 
or  Kit  near  her,  one  may  timoy,  as  she  wove  her  laoe  or  paiuted 
her  fan-pnpcr.  He  had  an  eye  for  a  lady's  iiaTid,  this  lilwgy- 
m&n.  lie  was  not  ono  of  those  grim-looking  persons  wLoaa 
portraits  foim  the  liideoua  froiitispiecea  to  the  religions  boolot 
of  that  peiiod,  but  a  gentleman  whose  style  mid  mannep 
votild  have  graced  a  court.  He  staid  only  three  days  at 
Stockb ridge,  but  after  his  depai'ttire  the  young  maiden  rande  ' 
no  more  lace  and  painted  no.inore  fons  for  the  IWton  latlieti. 
Such,  at  least,  was  the  gossip  of  the  time,  as  ont>  reads  in  let- 
ters which  chance  has  preserved  for  the  perusal  of  a  pying 
biojirnpher.  ^  ' 

The  Edwards  xtock  is  liimons  in  New  England;  The  re- 
motest known  ancestor  of  the  race  wiw  a  London  clergyman 
in  the  reign  <)f  Queen  Elizabeth.  Three  gener.itions  of  wor- 
thy, siihslantial  persons,  his  descendants,  lived  in  Connecticut. 
From  Jonath.in  Edwards  a  surprising  number  of  distinguished 
individuals  have  descended ;  men  of  worth,  talent,  and  sta- 
tion:  women,  beautiful,  accomplished,  and  girled.  Histories 
of  the  United  States  have  bccn^vritteu  in  which  his  nanio 
does  not  occur ;  but  upon  every  person  reared  since  his  day 
in  New  England  he  has  made  »discernible  in1])re^wio^,  and  he 
influences,  to  this  hour,  millions  who  never  bo.ird  his  name. 
The  thing  he  chiefly  did  in  his  life  was  this:  the  church  and 
the  world,  two  hostile  bodies,  were  beginning,  as  it  were,  to 
relent  toward  one  another,  to  approach,  to  mingle.  Jonathan 
Edwards,  with  his  subtle,  feminine  intellect  and  resolute  will, 
threw  himself  between  the  two  bodies,  kept  them  npart,  made 
more  distinct  than  ever  the  line  of  demarcation,  and  rendered 
compromise  between  the  two,  jioihaps,  fur  everini possible. 

Such  a  man  was  the  father  of  Aaron  Burr's  mother. 
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MA9TRR — PKESinr.NT  OF  Pi:iN(?ETOS    C'oLLKC.K— TlIK  FlKRT    CoMMK.NCKMKNT — SUUUKN 
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The  Reverend  Aaron  Burr  was  a  conspicuous  and  important 
^person  in  bis  day. 

lie  came  of  a  Puritan  faniilv  which  mav  liave  orimnated  in 
Germany,  wliere  the  name  is  still  common,  but  Avhich  liad 
flourisiied  in  New  England  for  three  generations,  and  had 
given  to  tjioso  provinces  clergymen,  lawyers,  and  civilians  of 
8(>me  emmence.  lie  was  born  at  Fairfield,  in  Connecticut,  in 
171G,  and  graduated  at  Yale,  with  great  distint-tion,  in  his  nine- 
teenth year.  His  proticiency  in  Latin  and  Greek  enal)led  him 
to  win  one  of  the  three  Berkkjy  scholarships,  which  entitled  the 
jmssessor  to  a  maintenance  at  college  for  two  years  after  grad- 
uating. While  he  was  pursuing  his  studies  upgn  tliat  endow- 
ment, he  was  arrested,  as  college  students  frecpiently  were  in 
those  days,  by  a  '  revival  of  rcjigion.'  He  became  a  convert  anil 
a  student  of  theology.  "  His  human  literature,"  to  use  the 
figure  of  one  of  his  eulogists,  "^as  tlienceforward  an  obsequi- 
ous handmaid,  ever  ready  to  set  6fi*and  embellish  his  mistress, 
Divinitv." 

An  account  of  his  conversion,  in  his  own  words,  has  been  pre- 
served. It  is  remarkable,  among  other  narratives  of  the  kind 
for  its  concise  exactness  of  expression.  "This  year,"  lie  says, 
"Go<l  saw  tit  to  open  my  eyes  and  show  me  what  a  miserable 
creature  I  was.  Till  then  I  had  spent  my  life  in  a  dream,  and 
ns  to  the  great  tlesign  of  my  being,  had  lived  in  vain.  Though 
before,  I  had  been  under  frequent  convictions,  and  Wiis  driven 
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to  a  form  of  religion,  yot  I  knew  nothing  an  I  ought  to  kiioV. " 
But  tiien  I  w:is  hiniight  to  the  ibotstoal  »f  Eovpreign  gratw, 
paw  myself  polluted  by  iiatui'e  and  practice,  had  atTeotirig  view* 
of  the  diviue  wr.ith  I  desent^d,  wbh  mntlo  to  doniiiUr  of  ht-tji 
in  mysi'lf,  and  almost  couulndud  that  ray  day  of  gmde  was 
past.  Il  pleaHod  God  al  length  to  reveal  h'n  Son  to  mv  in  the 
gospel  as  an  nll-suffioient  Saviour,  and  I  iiopo  indined  me  to 
wfceive  him  on  the  terras  of  the  gowpel."  Here  in  the  wlirf 
body  of  Cnlviniatiu  divioily  in  a  paragraph. 

At  the  early  iige  of  tweniy-two  ho  was  the  settled  a 
nlar  pastor  of  tli(!  Presbyturiiin  churdi  in  Newark,  ~ 
Bey.  Great  'rovivivlfi'  followed  bis  preaching.  The  plaeid  bnt 
commanding  eluijuenco  of  wliidi  lie  was,  thns  early  tn  l>i» 
career,  a  finished  master,  wan,  by  many,  moro  admired  ilian 
the  torrent-like  vehemence  of-Wliitefield,  or  the  subtle  argu-  . 
mentation  of  Edwards,  We  have  a  dcacHption  of  hii<  mnile 
of  preacliiiig  from  the  pen  of  Governor  Livingston  of  New 
Jersey,  bis  friend  in  life,  his  eloquent  eulogist  after  his  (leathr^ 
"He  was  none  of  those  downy  doetoiii,"  said  the  governor, 
"who  soothe  thdr  hearers  into  ilrlnsive  hope  of  divine  aci;ept< 
ance,  or  siiltstitntc  external  morality  in  tile  room  of  vital  godii- 
nt'ss.  On  llie  contrary,  he  scorned  to  proclaim  the  peace  of 
God  till  tlie  rubd  laid  down  his  arms,  .ind  returned  to  bis  al- 
legiance. He  was  ati  embassador  ihiit  adhered  faitliftilly  to 
his  iiistriielions,  .ind  never  acceded  to  a  trealv  that  would  not 
be  ratilicd  in  the  court  of  heaven.  He  searched  the  conscience 
with  the  terrors  of  the  law  hulin-o  ho  assuaged  its  anguish 
whb  the  balm  of  Gile.ad,  or  presented  the  sweet  emollienls  of 
A  bleeding  deit}'.  He  acted, |^i  short,  like  one,  not  intrusted 
with  the  lives  and  fortunes,  but  the  everlasting  interests  of  bi 
fellow  mortals." 

It  was  cuHtoinai-y  at  that  time  for  clcrgymon  to  receive  pn 
pils  for  instruction  in  the  classictd  laiiguagcs,  Mr,  Burr's  rep- 
utation for  eloipR'nce  .and  learning  brought  bim  so  many  boj-s 
that  bis  private  class  grew  i-a]iidly  into  an  important  school. 
He  kept  ushers.  He  wrote  a  Latin  grammar  fur  the  use  of 
his  pupils,  wbicb,  under  the  name  of  the  "Newark  Grammar," 
was  long  the  standard  at  Princeton.     His  success  in  teaching 
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was  memorable.  He  possessed  not  only  a  happy  method  of 
giving  instruction,  but  he  had  the  rarer  and  higher  art  of  in- 
fusing into  liis  pupils  his  own  enthusiastic  love  of  learning  and 
literature.  He  was  an  admirable  teacher,  jocund  and  winning, 
without  losing  or  lessening  his  dignity  or  his  authority* 

To  his  labors  as  pastor,  schoolmsister,  and  author,  were 
afterward  added  those  of  the  President  of  the  College  of  Kew 
Jersey,  an  infant  institution  which  his  toil  and  tact  fostered  t© 
a  healthy  and  vigorous  growth.  An  article  in  an  old  news- 
paper,* published  when  George  the  Second  was  king,  enables 
us  to  see  this  excellent,  indefatigable  man  on  that  triumphant 
day  of  his  life  when  the  college  conferred  its  tirst  degree,  in 
the  presence  of  the  governor  of  the  province,  and  a  great  con- 
coui-se  of  people.  With  amusing  particularity  the  writer  nar- 
rates the  august  ceremonies  of  the  day : 

"  His  excellency  (the  governor)  was  preceded  from  his 
lodgings  at  the  president's  house,  first,  by  the  candidates 
walking  in  couples,  uncovered  ;  next  followed  the  trustees, 
two  and  two,  being  covered ;  and,  last  of  all,  his  excellency, 
the  governor,  with  the  president  at  his  left  hand.  At  the 
door  of  the  place  appointed  for  the  public  acts,  the  procession 
(amid  a  great  number  of  sj)ectators  there  gathered)  was  in- 
verted,  the  candidates  parting  to  the  right  and  left  hand,  and 
the  trustees  in  like  manner.  His  excellency  first  entered  with 
the  i|n*esident,  the  trustees  went  following  in  the  order  in 
which  they  were  ranged  in  the  charter,  and,  last  of  all,  the 
candidates. 

"  Upon  the  bell  ceasing,  and  the  assembly  being  composed, 
the  president  began  the  public  acts  by  solemn  prayer  to  God, 
in  the  English  tongue,  for  a  blessing  upon  the  public  transac- 
tions of  the  day  ;  upon  his  majesty,  King  George  the  Second, 
and  tl)e  royal  family ;  upon  the  British  nation  and  dominions ; 
upon  the  governor  and  government  of  New  Jersey  ;  upon  all 
'seminaries  of  true  religion  and  good  literature,  and  particularly 
Ufjon  the  infant  College  of  New  Jersey.  Which  being  con- 
cluded, the  president,  attended  in  the  pulpit  by  the  Rev. 
Tikomas  Arthur,  who  had  been  constituted  clerk  of  the  cor- 

•  *  Fonosylvoaia  Journal,  Docoinbcr  8th,  1748. 


S4  i,iPK   ov   AAHoK   Btrnn. 

porntion,  desired,  in  tlie  Eiij^lbli  loo^ite,  tliu  juuiemlily  to  pl 
up  and  henrkL'n  to  hia  ijiijeoty's  mj-al  ehnitcr,  grnntttd  to  t! 
trustres  of  the  College  of  New  Jempy.     Upon  whiidi,  the  tt 
Bi-iuLIy  standing,  tile  charter  vaa  diittinoLly  road  l>y  the  i 
Mr.  Ai'thur,  with  the  unnul  endorsprnpnt  by  his  ninjttMty'i*  al- 
tomey-genei-al,  and  the  certificate-,  signed  by  the  wtTBtary  of 
the  province,  ot'  its  hnving  \ievn  nppi'ovi'd  in  tioiincU  with  liia 
excellency.     Aftor  this,  the  moniing  being  spont,  Uie  prcnU  J 
dent  Mgnitied  to  the  asaemhly  that  the  sucut^diiiR  acta  woul^fl 
be  deferred  till  two  in  tlie  altumoon.     TIti'ii  lite  prou«-!<sinR,  bdfl 
retuining  to  the  pru^dent'S  house,  vas  innde  ia  the  order  b*>1 
fore  obscTTed,  M 

"The  like  procession  wan  mado  in  tln^  nflcniflon  an  In  thtti 
morning,  and  the  nasembly  being  Benti->d  iu  their  pifteos  atldfl 
composed,  the  president  opened  the  public  aut«,  first,  by  MtM 
elegstut  oration  in  the  Latin  tongue,  delivered  ntemnptter,n 
niodestly  declaring  hia  unwortbineiw   and   unfitness   for  loM 
weighty  a  trust  aa  had  been  i-eposed  in  Idin ;  apologizinj;  fbr^ 
the  defects  that  would  unavoidably  appear  in  his  part  of  the 
present  service;  displaying  the  niiinifuld  advantages  of  the 
liberal  arts  and  sciences  in  exalting  and  dignifying  the  human 
nature,  enlarging  the  soul,  improving  the  faculties,  civilizing 
mankind,  qualifying  them  for  the  imi>ortant  offices  of  lite,  .lud 
rendering  men  iiseftit  ineinbeis  of  church  and  state.     That  to 
learning  and  the  arts  was  chieliy  owing  the  vast  pregnihienoe 
of  the  polished  nations  of  Europe  to  the  almost  brutish  sav- 
ages in  America,  the  sight  of  which  last  was  the  constant  ob- 
ject of  horror  and  commiseration. 

"  Tlien  the  president  proceeded  to  mention  the  honor  paid 
by  our  ancestoi-s  in  Gre.tt  Britain  to  the  liberal  si^iences,  by 
erecting  and  endowing  those  illustrious  seminaries  of  learning 
which  for  many  ages  had  been  the  honor  and  ornament  of 
those  happy  isles,  and  the  source  of  infinite  ndv.ant.iges  to  the 
people  there,  observing  that  the  same  noble  spirit  h.id  ani- 
mated their  descendants,  the  lii*st  planters  of  America,  who, 
as  soon  as  tliey  were  formed  into  a  State,  in  the  very  infancy 
of  time,  hud  wisely  laid  religion  and  leanung  at  the  fiintnla- 
tion  of  their  commonwealth,  and  haiV  always  regarded  them 
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as  the  firmest  pillars  of  their  church  and  State.  That  hence, 
vory  early,  arose  Harvard  College,  in  Xew  C:unbrid«ijo,  and 
atlerward,  Yale  College,  in  New  Haven,  which  have  had  a 
growing  reputation  for  many  years,  and  have  sent  forth  many 
hundreds  of  learned  men  of  various  stations  and  characters  in 
life,  that  in  different  periods  have  proved  the  honor  and  orna- 
ment of  their  country,  and  of  which  the  one  or  the  other  had 
been  the  alma  mater  of  most  of  the  literati  then  present. 

"That  learning,  like  the  sun  hi  its  western  progress,  had 
now  begun  to  dawn  upon  the  jirovince  of  New  Jersey,  through 
the  happy  influence  of  its  generous  patron,  their  most  excel- 
lent governor. 

"These,  and  many  other  particulars,  having,  more  oratoria^ 
taken  up  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  and  the  Thesis  being  dis- 
persed among  the  learned  in  the  assembly,  the  candidates,  by 
command  of  the  president,  entered  upon  the  public  dispu- 
Uition,  in  Latin,  in  which  six  questions  in  philosophy  and  theol- 
ogy were  debated,  one  of  which  was,  whether  the  liberty  of 
actim;  according  to  the  dictates  of  conscience  in  matters 
merely  religious,  ought  to  be  restrained  by  any  human  power  ? 
And  it  was  justly  held  and  concluded  that  liberty  oughlrnot  to 
be  restrained. 

"Then  the  president,  addressing  himself  to  the  trustees,  in 
Latin,  asked  whether  it  was  their  ple;isure  that  these  young 
men  who  had  performed  the  public  exercises  in  disputation 
should  be  admitted  to  the  decree  of  Bachelor  of  the  Arts  ? 
Which  being  granted  by  his  excellency  in  the  name  of  all  the 
trustees  present,  the  president  descended  from  the  pulpit,  aiu* 
being  seated  with  his  head  covered,  received  them  two  by 
two,  and,  according  to  the  authority  to  him  committed  by  tlie 
royal  charter,  atl(jr  the  manner  of  the  academies  in  Kngl.uid, 
admitted  his  young  scholars  to  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  the 
Arts. 

"In  the  next  place,  his  excellency,  Jonathan  Belcher,  Esq., 
governor  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  province  of  N(^w 
Jersey,  having  declared  his  desire  to  accept  from  that  college 
the  degree  of  blaster  of  Arts,  the  otluM*  trustees,  in  a  just 
sense  of  the  honor  done  the  college  by  his  excellency's  conde- 


Bcension,  most  lioarUly  having  giaiiled  liis  request,  the  pre 
dent,  rising  uiic.ovored,  aildresseil  liimaolf  to  hln  (-xitirllnicy, 
Aitd  (tuunrding  to  tlie  Mine  fiiitliority  coinmilted  to  liim  by  llt« 
rnynl  cliarter,  iitU-r  tlie  manner  of  the  avndcmim  of  England, 
admitlL'd  liim  to  tho  degi'ei:  of  Alaster  of  ArtH. 

" Then  thu  (iiesidcnt  nsccndod  the  pulpit,  and  commandml 
the  orator  snlitltilorive  to  ascend  the  i-osti'um,  wlm,  iKriiif^  Mr. 
Samnel  Thnne,  just  before  graduated  Bachi-lor  of  thfi  Art*,  he 
in  a  modest  :itiil  decent  manner,  first  niiologiiiing  Ibr  hU  iO' 
Biifficiene;,  and  tlien  having  spoken  of  thn  exuelkiiry  of  tho 
liberal  arts  and  sidenoes  and  of  tho  tiiinibet'leM  betiofils  lliey 
yielded  to  mniikiud  in  pri\ale  and  social  life,  adih-essed  iiiio- 
self  in  becoming  salutationit  And  tiinnlcH  to  tiiH  exeellvnoy  and 
the  trusteen,  the  prendent,  and  the  wiiolo  aasembly,  all  wbieb 
being  pei-formeil  in  good  I^tin,  fWiiu  fats  memory,  in  a  hiiud- 
Bome  oratoviujil  manner,  iti  the  Mpnco  of  nhoiit  half  an  hour, 
the  president  concluded  in  English,  with  thankngiiiitg  to 
heaven  and  prayer  to  Gud  for  a  blessing  on  the  scholars  that 
had  re<'cived  the  public  honors  of  tiio  day,  and  for  the  smiles 
of  Heaven  npon  the  infant  College  of  Meiv  Jersey,  and  dis- 
miss*^ the  iiswenibly. 

"All  «hi.:h  iH-ini;  performed  to  the  preat  satisfaction  of  all 
present,  his  I'Meellenvy,  with  the  trustees  and  seholars,  re 
turned  to  tlie  house  of  the  president  in  tho  order  observed  in 
the  morning,  where,  after  sundry  by-laws  were  made,  chiefly 
for  regnlating  the  stndies  and  nnmners  of  the  students,  they 
agreed  upon  a  cor]t(iration  seal." 

Tiie  presiileut  was  only  thirty-two  years  of  age  when  these 
scenes  transpiied.  lie  was  a  man  small  of  stature;  veiy  band- 
some,  with  elear,  dark  eyes  of  a  sort  luster,  quite  unlike  tho 
piercing  orbs  of  his  son;  a  figure  cotnpaetly  turnted,  but 
somewhat  slender,  and  w  itii  tho  bearing  of  a  prince.  The 
Jiisciimliiig  maimer  and  lolly  slyh  of  Mr.  I'residcnt  llurr  an: 
frequently  mentioned  in  the  letters  of  the  j)eriod.  On  this 
gre.it  oeeasinn  we  can  well  believe  tliat  there  was  an  impress- 
ive charm  in  his  movements  and  delivery. 

For  eight  years  after  his  eleelitui  to  tho  jiresidency,  he 
retained  his  church  and  his  seliool,  and  traveled  far  and  wide 
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in  collecting  funds  for  the  college,  and  promoting  lotteries  for 
its  benefit.  And  such  were  his  talents  for  tlie  dispatch  of 
business  that,  while  both  the  school  and  the  church  continued 
to  prosper,  the  college  increased  in  ten  years  from  eight  stu- 
dents to  ninety ;  and  from  being  an  institution  without  house, 
land,  endowment,  or  reputation,  to  one  having  all  these  in 
sufficiency. 

A  tile  of  letters  from  one  of  Mr.  Burr's  pupils  to  his  father, 
prt»served  by  a  happy  chance  among  the  papers  of  an  old 
Philadelphia  family,  afford  us,  at  this  distance  of  time,  an 
insight  into  the  very  class-room  of  the  president.  The  be- 
loved, the  zealous,  the  enlightened  teacher  is  exhibited  in 
these  letters.  A  single  fact  revealed  in  them  is  enough  to 
prove  him  a  superior  and  a  catholic  mind.  And  that  fact  is, 
that  though  the  president  was,  perhaps,  the  first  classical 
scholar  in  the  provinces,  he  was  also  warmly  interested  in 
natural  science,  and  eager  to  interest  the  students  in  it.  lie 
taught  them  himself  how  to  calculate  eclipses.  On  one  occa- 
sion, when,  after  a  long  negotiation,  he  had  induced  a  lecturer 
by  the  offer  of  forty  pounds,  to  come  from  Philadelj)liia  and 
exibit  his  philosophical  apparatus,  all  other  studies  ^\^b  laid 
ai^ide  for  some  weeks  before  the  philosopher's  arrival^in  order 
that  the  students  might  derive  the  greatest  possible  advantage 
from  witnessing  the  experiments.  The  lecturer,  it  appears, 
excited  so  much  interest  in  *'  the  newly-discovered  fluid  called 
electricity,"  that  some  of  the  students  set  about  makin*;  small 
electrical  machines. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  cheerful  and  wise  activity  occurred 
an  event  in  Mr.  Burr's  history  which  gave  the  gossips  of  the 
province  employment  enough.  Until  his  thirty-seventh  year 
the  president  shamed  the  ladies  of  New  Jei-sey  by  living  a 
])achelor.  In  the  summer  of  1752,  to  the  surprise  of  every 
one,  and  in  a  manner  the  most  extraordinary,  he  wooed  and 
wedded  the  lovely  and  vivacious  Esther  Etlwards.  Some 
hints  of  the  oddity  of  this  affair,  which  a}>peared  in  the  Xew 
York  Gazette  for  the  20th  of  July,  1752,  the  letters  of  the 
young  gentleman  just  referred  to  enable  us  to  ex[»lain.  The 
writer  in  the  Gazette^  after  mentioning  the  marriage,  with  due 
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pRii.sc  of  t)ic  weiliicd  p^r,  Tem.irked  llinl  he  hu|1}ios(!iI  thorsj 
Liul  not  befii  tiir  soino  cetittirics  a  coiirutii})  mnru  in  tlial 
pairiai'ulml  inudi.',  and  juvusely  ndviiwd  young  {^itlumcn  Lujl 
fullow  the  prcaidenra  cxam)4e,  and  eiidi'nvnr  to  ixstora 
courtship  ami  man-iage  to  ihfir  origiiiiil  8im[ilkityBiid  den^. 

The  young  letter- writev's  vcriuoti  iil'  llit-  stiiry  is  the  tuUuvr- 
ing  :  "  In  the  liitler  end  of  Way  tlic  jiic>i'Util  took  a  journey 
iulo  Xcw  England,  and  during  his  ahoeuce  hu  luadi!  a  viwt  c^ 
but  three  duya  ti>  tlie  R«v.  Mr.  KilwardH'a  diiughter  at  Stuck- 
biidge;  in  wiiidi  8hort  time,  ihotigli  he  liad  no  ncciuaiiiianM 
with,  nor  had  ever  seen,  the  ludy  these  six  years,  I  Hiippofla  ha  < 
sccomplixlied  hh  wtiole  design ;  lur  it  wux  not  above  a  &>rU  \ 
niglrt  after  his  return  here,  before  hu  sunt  n  young  felbw 
(who  dime  out  of  college  lasit  fall)  into  \i.-w  England  to  coa- 
duct  her  and  her  motlier  down  here,  Th«y  camu  to  town  on 
Saturday  evening,  the  2Tlh  ult.,  and  ou  the  Monday  cveniug 
following  tho  nuptial  ceremonies  were  celuhrati'd  liotweL'n  Mr, 
Burr  and  the  young  lady.  As  I  have  yet  UO  maiuior  of  a».  i 
quaiut.ince  with  her,  I  can  not  describe  to  you  her  tjualilic^A- 
tions  and  properties.  However,  they  say  she  is  a  very  valuable 
lady.^  think  her  a  person  of  great  beauty  ;  though  I  must 
say  she  y  rather  too  young  (being  twenty-one  yeai-s  of  age) 
for  the  president.  This  account  you  will  doubtless  communi- 
cate to  mammy,  as  I  know  she  has  Mr.  Burr's  happiness  mui;h 
at  heart," 

Two  weeks  later  lie  wiites  to  his  " dear  mammy"  on  the 
■j^ijngrossiiig  Bulijeet :  "  I  can't  omit  acquainting  you  that  our 
■■  .  president  enjoys  all  the  happiness  the  married  state  can  afford. 
'  I  aui  sure  when  he  was  in  the  condition  of  celibacy  the  pleas- 
ure of  Ills  life  bore  no  comjiaii'wn  to  that  lie  now  posBesst'S. 
From  the  little  acqualnlanco  I  have  with  his  lady,  I  think  her 
a  woman  of  very  good  sense,  of  a  genteel  and  virtuous  edu- 
cation, ami.iblc  in  her  pcreon,  of  great  affability  and  agrec- 
ablencss  in  conversation,  and  a  very  excellent  economist. 
These  qualifications  may  help  you  to  form  some  idea  of  the 
]>ei'son  who  lives  in  the  sincerest  mutual  affections  with  Mr, 
Uurr." 

The  marriage  was  speedily,  but  not  rashly,  concluded.    The 
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president,  it  is  probable,  had  not  seen  the  young  lady  since 
she  was  fifteen  ;  but  at  that  a<j^e  her  father  thought  her  woman 
enough  to  be  a  member  of  his  church,  and  it  \y:x»  a  character- 
istic, of  that  cultivated  and  spiritualized  family  to  come  early 
to  maturity. 

Desides,  the  name  of  President  Burr  was  a  household  word 
in  the  family  of  Jonathan  Edwards.  The  two  men,  long  as- 
sociated in  schemes  for  Christianizing  the  Indians,  were  also 
formed  by  nature  to  be  friends,  because  each  could  see  in  the 
other  admirable  qualities  wanting  in  himself  E<lwards  was 
reflective  and  studious,  without  tact  or  knowledge  of  the 
world,  full  of  matter,  but  not  skillful  in  wielding  it.  lie  la- 
mented his  awkward  jiddress  and  un imposing  presence.  "I 
have  a  constitution,"  he  says  in  a  well-known  ]>;issage,  "  in 
many  respects  peculiarly  unhappy,  attended  with  flaccid 
8olids,  vapid,  sizy,  and  scarce  fluids,  and  a  low  tide  of  spirits; 
often  occasioning  a  kind  of  childish  weakness  and  contempti- 
bleness  of  speech,  presence,  and  deniean(»r,  and  a  disagreeable 
dullness  and  8tiff*ness,  much  unfitting  me  for  conversation." 
Here  we  see  the  Student,  who  bent  over  his  books  fourteen 
hours  a  day,  who  took  his  meat  an<l  his  drink  by  weijfpt  and 
measure,  and  whose  utter  sincerity  rendered  him  po\H€rless  to 
subdue  or  to  manage  a  fractious  congregation.  Admirable  to 
such  a  man  must  have  seemed  the  alert  and  brilliant  Burr,  so 
thoroughly  alive,  with  every  faculty  at  instant  command,  of 
dauntless  self-possession,  with  a  presence  and  ad<lress  that 
invited  confidence  and  disarmed  im[)ertincnce.  Burr,  on  his 
])art,  had  modesty  and  good  sense  enough  to  know  that,  with 
all  his  shining  qualities,  he  was  no  more  the  suj)erior  of 
Jonathan  Edwards,  than  an  armory  is  suj)erior  to  the  mine 
of  ore  from  which  the  polished  weapons  of  a  thousand  armo- 
ries can  be  made.  There  was  no  need  of  a  long  courtship, 
then,  for  Esther  Edwards  to  learn  that  ^Ir.  IVesident  Burr 
was  a  man  to  make  ha]>])y  the  woman  he  loved. 

l>esides  the  "Latin  Grammar,"  3Ir.  Burr  ])ublished  a  con- 
troversial "  Letter"  on  the  "Supreme  Deity  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,"  which  was  reprinted  in  Boston  thirty  years  after  iho 
author^s  death.     An  occasional  sermon  of  his  was  also  pub- 
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lUliGil  in  Ills  liru-li.ne.  Two  I.iilin  omtiims  by  htm  havo  been. 
jireHervc'd  in  in  a  nil  script,  and  miuiy  letters  m  English.  Dim 
of  theae  lettcrx  inny  olo»e  thin  dingitei'. 

Th(»  lettei-s  of  the  religious  people  of  thono  good  old  day* 
give  little  insight  into  tho  individuality  of  thu  writers 
iiinn  natWe  bc-iiig  under  a  theulogiu  ban,  niid  nllnwcd  to  vsk 
liibit  itseli  aa  lillle  as  possible.  But  the  following  IctUrr*  ifl 
an  interesting  relic,  as  it  is  charaotoristio  of  the  age,  if  not  oP 
the  man.  It  was  written  to  a  Mr.  Hogg,  a  raerehanl  in  Scotr 
Innd,  where,  by  order  of  the  kirk,  a  collection  for  the  College 
of  New  Jersey  was  made  in  every  parish.  AHer  afiknowlc dg^ 
ing  the  uuexpi^uted  mngnitude  of  the  Scottish  contribution, 
tho  pious  president  proceeds: 

"  We  have  begun  a  building  at  Pi'inceton,  which  contaitis  k 
Imll,  lilirary,  and  rooms  to  ncconimodate  about  an  hiindru^ 
sludi'nls,  though  it  will  not  any  more  of  it  be  linished  lliau  1| 
absolutely  iieccss.iry  at  present — with  an  house  for  tho  ^ro^ 
denl. 

"  We  do  eveiy  thing  in  the  plainest  and  cheapest  manner  aa 
fiir  OS  is  consistent  with  decency  and  convenience,  having  no 
Eupei^ous  ornaments.  There  was  a  necessity  of  our  having 
an  liouie  sufficient  to  conMin  y"  stndents,  as  tliey  could  not 
lodge  in  private  houses  in  that  village  where  we  have  fixed  the 
college;  whii/h,  as  it  is  the  centre  of  the  province,  where  pro- 
visions ai'C  plenty  nml  tiiewood  will  always  be  cheap,  is  doubt- 
less the  fittest  place  we  cou'd  havo  pitcli'd  upon.  The  buildings 
prove  more  expensive  than  we  at  first  imagin'd,  from  the  best 
coin|iutat  o  c  co  1 1  g  t  b  by  1  e  niles  of  heaven  upon 
ns  we  shall  b  a  le  I  tl  k  to  on|l  t  what  we  design  at 
jjresent;  ill  c  at  1  as  a  f  n  I  le  t  of  £1,000  (sterling), 
whicli  wi  I  tl  e  o  1  ncom  of  I  e  coll  go,  will  be  sufHcient 
ibr  the  J  ofh  e      a    1  t  1     lo     o  e  ns  nuuiey  here  will 

readily  kt  1  j       cc  1     mdiiubted  security. 

This  fund  11  be  en  ea  1  b  I  t  e  get  from  Ireland,  and 
a  little  mo  o  c  exj  o  t  f  o  So  I  B  tain  [i.  e.  England] ; 
and  wo  h  i  o  bj    I      1    Ij  o    w  n      ge      oiis  buiieliicloi-s  hero 

•  Tliis  letter  n-as  piiblis)iod,  a  year  or  two  since,  in  Die  GMtUmaii'i  3faga- 
tint,  of  LoadoD,  mi;ro1f  aaacurioiity  acvidcutill/  proacivcd. 
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and  abroad  to  be  able  before  long  to  support  a  Profes5jor  of 
Divinity.  That  office  at  present  lies  on  the  president,  with  a 
considerable  part  of  the  instruction  in  other  branches  of  liter- 
ature. The  trustees  have  their  eyes  upc»n  Mr.  Edwards,  and 
want  nothing  but  ability  to  give  him  an  immediate  call  to  that 
office. 

^  "The  students  in  general  behave  well ;  some  among  them 
that  give  good  evidences  of  real  piety,  and  a  prospect  of  special 
usefulness  in  the  churches  of  Christ,  are  a  great  comfort  and 
support  to  me  under  the  burden  of  my  important  station. 

"  I  may  in  my  next  give  you  a  more  particular  account  of  the 
college.  It  is  at  present  under  flourishing  circumstances  in 
many  respects ;  has  grown  iu  favor  with  men,  [and]  I  would 
humbly  hope  [with]  God  also.  'Tis  my  daily  concern  that  it 
may  answer  the  important  ends  of  its  institution,  and  that  the 
expectations  of  our  pious  friends  at  home  and  abroad  may  not 
be  disappointed. 

"  I  shall  not  fail'  to  acknowledge  my  Lord  Lothian's  gener- 
osity. I  am  sorry  Messrs.  Teniiant  and  Davies  neglected  sea- 
sonably to  acquaint  their  friends  in  Scotland  of  their  safe 
arrival,  etc.  I  hope  their  long  and  tedious  passage,  and  the 
confusion  their  affairs  were  probably  in  by  their  long  absence, 
may  be  something  of  an  excuse.  I  can  testify  that  they  retain 
a  very  lively  sense  of  the  most  generous  treatment  y*  they  and 
the  college  met  with  in  those  parts. 

**The  defeat  of  General  Braddock  was  an  awful  but  a  season- 
able rebuke  of  Heaven.  Those  that  had  the  least  degree  of 
seriousness  left  could  not  but  observe  with  concern  the  strange 
confidence  in  an  arm  of  flesh  and  (lisre<]:ard  to  (Jod  and  reliijjion 
that  appeared  in  that  army.  Preparations  were  made  for  re- 
joicing at  the  victory,  as  tho'  it  Jiad  been  ensured,  and  a  day 
appointed  for  th*  obtaining  it.  The  whole  country  were 
alarniM  and  struck  with  astonishmentat  the  news  of  his  defeat, 
and  some  awaken'd  to  eye  the  high  hand  of  God  in  it,  who  had 
tho't  fitle  of  it  before ;  and  I  can't  but  think  God  has  brought 
good  to  the  land  out  of  this  evil.* 

♦  A  letter  of  Edwards,  of  nearly  tho  same  date,  likemso  contains  pomo 
comments  ou  these  transactions.    He  sajs,  **  I  had  opportunity  to  soo  and  con- 
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"On  the  Cftnlinry,  God  was  aoknowleilge.l  in  the  army  tltafr 
went  ti'om  Ct'owii  I'oitit,  vico  aixl  dubituclit^ry  iiii[iprc'ssu<l  in  V< 
manniii'  thtit  hiis  Hc:u-ce  been  aoen  b  tliiH  land,  aiul  wi 
admireil  at  by  Ujom:  (hftt  *a.w  it.  ThU  wt^  niudi  owlii);  to 
Major-Gen eifil  Lynmn,  with  whom  I  ntn  well  acqniuntml.  lie 
B  a  niiui  of  piv[y,  iilid  tnr  courage  and  conduct,  a  sitirit  of 
government  anil  ^ood  MnM  lio  hiu  not  hi«  iiu)tcnor  in  ttK-m 
partB.  Up  ncquitU'ii  htotwlf  with  unominon  bravery  * 
good  coniltiut  iji  till-  CHfia^nii-nl  at  Lalcu  QiKirge,  Se|>t.  Btivi 
ATid  it  won  uwin<;  to  him,  under  God,  y'  the  victory  was 
tiiiu'd,  whicih  pruvM  a  nieanii  uf  saving  y'  uomitry  rroin  ntinf 
as  hiiH  since  inoir  fully  npjiMtr'd  by  the  »chcinn  )■  From 
gctii'i-al  had  Imd.  I  garu  [have  givcji]  tiiin  liiiil  aliuut  3[r* 
Lyninn  IxHuiuse  Mi-.  Edwni-d  Culf,  oiiu  of  y*  offiiHin,  biung'^ 
offi-niliJi!  J-'  he  liaiiiKhed  some  lewd  women  fi-om  tlw  camp  ^| 
he  had  brought  nitli  him,  wn>t<!  a  lultor  to  HuandHliise  liiin, 
hinting  Unit  he  was  a  coward,  tho'  numtrars  that  wore  in  t1 

vctso  witli  ininiatCTB  belonging  (o  nlmost  all  parts  (if  N'orlli  Amcrricn ;  aad, 
anionz  ollicrs,  Mr.  Davics  o[  Virginin.  lie  told  mo  llial  hu  vorily  tlicnifihl 
Ui:>t  Ik'ncri]  llnul(lock'»  clcfunt,  Uio  lant  suniincr,  wax  n  mcn'ifiil  diKpcneation 
or  Divine  I'niviik-iico  ta  tlioHO  soiitliem  txiintii^'H.  lie  Kiiil  Hint  notorioun 
wk-ksdiinH  provnilnl  to  tlmt  dcscrcc  in  Unit  unn}-,  amniii;;  odk-cra  and  soldicni, 
niid  Ihiit  lU''y  went  forlli  t'|)i;n]y  in  so  seli-rontiilciil  unil  vain-glorious  a  mnn- 
lnr,  liiat  if  they  IiikI  Bucucuded  llic  coiiseiiueiiuo  would  liavc  been  a  harden- 
ing of  people  in  tiiora  pnrtd,  in  a  ftrcnt  ilc}:ri'e,  iti  n  [irol^ino  and  nllieiHtiml 
ti-iiiper,  or  Ui  tlint  |iurpo«e ;  nud  tlint  m-Mxy  a]i]icarc-d  very  nmeli  Holcniuizpd 
by  tlic  defual  of  Hint  nrmy,  and  llic  doalli  of  tlio  genenil,  niid  ho  many  of  tlio 
otliir  eliiLfofllcem ;  and  Bome  Iruljnwakuni'd.  And  hy  wlint  1  could  ieomit 
had  soiuetliinj;  iiT  tlio  saiiio  cflWit  umoof;  tlic  |wo[>le  in  Xow  York  and  Xow 
Jerwy.  And  tlio  contrary  bucccih  of  llio  Sow  Knglaiid  (brcca  near  Lako 
Gcoriio,  wlieii  riuli'nily  nltncked  by  llaron  Dioskau  mid  Ihc  rGgitlurs  tVooi 
Fmiice  Willi  Iiiiii,  wlui  bad  IwL-n  tliocliiefFrencliolltvcron  llio  Oliio  in  the  lime 
of  llic  eiisageiHcnl  witli  General  Brndd'ick,  one  of  which  ofDoera  whs  killed 
by  our  forii-H  and  llio  otlier  lakcn — 1  say  liie  conlrary  iiiiece»«  of  tlio  Now  En* 
(iland  liird'S  seemed  lu  conllrni  tho  af»resaid  cflit^t;  It  being  known  by  oil 
how  widely  this  aniiy  (lilUrwl  from  llio  oilier,  in  the  euro  that  was  taken  to 
rosir^iiii  vie.' ami  nialnlain nlii^oii  in  it;  p^irtieularly  by  Uajor-Cencnil  Lymnii, 
the  Rii'oiid  olllc-er  in  tho  aniiy,  a  truly  wonliy  ninn ;  a  man  of  dIslingulxlHid 
abilities  a[id  virtue,  an  well  as  uneouinion  marlial  eiidiiwmeiil^  who  abova 
any  other  olTiocr  wnn  ai'ilvo  in  tlio  tunc  of  tlie  eupiijciuciit." — IkOct  Io  J>r. 
CiUv,  DccviulKr  12lli,  I73ri, 
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€n*xngement  have  fully  est.iblisli'd  bis  character  as  one  of  the 
bravest  officers,  who  expos'd  himself  in  the  hottest  fire  of  the 
enemy,  animating  his  men.  And  General  Johnson  himself 
acknowledges  y«  honor  of  the  day  was  due  to  Mr.  Lyman. 

"  The  state  of  these  American  Colonies  at  present  looks  dark. 
We  are  divided  in  our  councils.  Some  are  of  such  a  spirit 
that  they  will  forward  notlnng  but  what  they  are  at  the  head 
of  themselves.  Several  of  the  governors  of  the  continent  are 
now  met  at  New  York,  to  concert  measures  for  the  safety  ot 
[the]  country.  Much  will  depend  on  the  result  of  this  meet- 
ing. When  I  consider  y®  crying  iniquities  of  the  day  I  cannot 
bat  tremble  for  fear  of  God's  judgments  that  seem  to  hang 
over  this  sinnini;  land. 

"  I  have  lately  had  a  letter  from  Stockbridge,  Mr.  Edwards 
and  his  family  are  in  usual  health,  except  his  daughter  Betty, 
who  is  never  well,  an<l  I  believe  not  long  for  this  world.  Theii 
situation  is  yet  distressing,  thro'  fear  of  the  enemy.  My  wife 
joins  me  in  res[>ectful  and  aflfectionate  salutations  to  you  and 
your  son.  I  add  but  my  poor  prayers  and  ardent  wishes  y^ 
your  declining  days  may  be  fill'd  with  comfort  and  usefulness, 
y*  you  may  have  a  late  and  an  abundant  entrance  into  y® 
everlasting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 
Amen." 

Tiiis  was  the  quality,  these  were  the  deeds  of  the  i^ither  of 
Aaron  Burr. 

The  college  at  Princeton  is  his  monument ;  its  very  walls 
testify  to  his  thoroughness  and  integrity.  The  interior  of  the 
main  building  has  twice  been  destroyed  by  fire,  but  the  build- 
ers who  are  restoring  the  editice  declare  that  no  walls  which 
they  could  now  erect  would  equal  in  strength  those  which 
were  constructed  under  the  superintendence  of  President 
Burr.  The  house  which  he  built  for  his  own  resilience  has 
been  occupied  by  the  presidents  of  the  college  ever  since. 
Its  solid  structure,  and  spacious,  lofty  apartments,  seem  still  to 
testify  to  the  liberal  mind  and  hand  of  him  who  planned  it. 

The  portrait  of  Piesi<lent  Burr,  which  is  preserved  in  the 
college  library,  is  a  careful  copy  of  an  original  that  was  lost 
and  injured  during  the  Revolution,  but  afterward  discovered 
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and  i-estored.  Fincneas  uf  tilier,  refinement,  and  itttor  puritf 
of  miiKl,  energy,  serenity,  ami  sempliic  bcni'vok-tife,  arc 
equally  expri'sstjii  in  ihit)  piolui-e.  Noai-  to  it  Iciiii*  n]»itn  the 
wnll  Peale'8  vast  poitrftit  of  Wiwliingtim,  lliu  most  physiwil  of 
all  the  portraits  of  Washington  that  were  taken  from  llf*. 
The  conti'Ast  is  striking.  That  ono  of  these  men  should  Ixs 
universally  aeeo[ited,  without  ijueKlioning,  its  our  grentvst  aud 
beat,  while  the  other  is  atsarooly  known,  compels  tlie  spcvtntitr 
to  doubt  the  correotneaa  of  one  or  thu  other  of  these  jionrMUi 
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CHAPTER   III. 

aaRon  buer  born,  and  left  an  orphan. 

f 

Removal  to  Priscktox  —  Last  Labors  am»  Dkatii  ok  Pbbsipkxt  Rurr  —  Ciiar- 

ACTES  AJKD  DkATU   Or  MkD.   BurR  —  TllR  OrPUANKD   ClIlLDKKM — SaRAII   Bl'RR. 


Two  children  blessed  the  union  of  President  Burr  with  Es- 
tlier  Edwards;  Sarali  Burr,  born  May  3d,  1754  ;  and  Aakon 
Burr,  born  P^ebruary  Gth,  1756.  Newark,  in  New  Jersey, 
was  the  birth-place  of  both  these  children. 

The  college  buildings  at  Princeton  were  nearly  completed 
wlien  Aaron  was  born.  In  the  aututnn  of  that  year,  the  re- 
moval took  place  ;  the  college  of  New  Jersey  ad<led  a  local 
habitation  to  its  well-earned  name.  The  president,  to  the 
great  sorrow  of  his  congregation,  resigned  the  pastorship  of 
the  Newark  church,  which  he  had  served  for  twenty  years 
with  the  ever-growing  love  of  its  members.  The  good  people 
would  scarcely  let  him  go.  They  said  that  the  conn^tion 
between  pastor  and  flock,  like  that  between  husband  and 
wife,  was  indissoluble,  except  by  death  or  infidelity.  To  this 
day,  the  First  Presbyterian  church*  of  Newark  cherishes 
with  affectionate  pride  the  memory  of  this  man,  eminent 
among  the  many  eminent  men  who  have  stood  in  its  pulpit. 

To  Pnnceton,  then,  the  president  and  his  family  removed 
late  in  the  year  1750.  A  letter  by  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
college  at  that  time,  sets  forth  that  "  the  salary  of  the  presi- 
dent is  two  hundred  pounds  proclamation  money,  with  the 
perquisites,  amounting  at  present  to  about  thirty  pounds,  and 
yearly  increasing;  a  large,  well-finished  dwelling-house,  gar- 
dens, bam,  out-houses,  etc.,  with  a  considerable  quantity  of 
pasture-ground  and  firewood,  do  also  belong  to  the  president." 

♦  nistory  of  the  First  Church  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  by  Rov.  Dr.  Steams. 


All  this  waa,  prol  ribly,  cqiinl  Ui  3n  inuomc  uf  ibreo  ihoinand 
dollars  at  thi'  ini-n'iil.  tiinu. 

Am)  (low,  liaviiit;  Itvi-d  to  ostablisli  on  a  finn  foiindatioii  llie 
College  of  Nl-w  .Ji;r9i'y,  President  Burr's  work  on  carlli  wm 
doiK*.  Tlie  mnniK-r  of  Iiis  deulli  was  in  koeping  with  his  ciiar- 
ittitcr.  At  the  end  of  the  siiininer  of  173J,  in  ver.v  liol 
ivoather,  he  miidc-  one  of  bia  swift  jouniej's  to  Stock  bridge. 
What  it  wan  to  trait^  k  liuiulii-d  yMn  ago,  is  suffluivnily 
knou-ti,  RetiiriiiMg  nqjidly  to  I'ritiwton,  he  wt-nt  tmitif- 
diuUily  to  ElizahutliloirB,  A  hard  day's  ride,  to  procari*  ftum 
thii  auUioritic's  iIkto  a  legal  i-xprnjition  of  the  rtHdeiit*  fnim 
miiitjiry  duty.  The  next  day,  tlioiigh  much  iiidixposed.  be 
pri'ikchi'd  a  funeral  Harmon  at  Xt-wiirk,  five  miles  didtont. 
Thi-ri  he  rKtiiini'il  to  Prhicettm,  In  a  few  days  he  went  to 
I'liiliidi-liihia  on  oilier  lloMnCM  of  the  oolk-go,  and,  on  Mit  re- 
turn, wiM  met  )iy  the  intL-lli^eniti^  that  his  ti'icnd,  and  thn  col' 
loge'H  fi'ii'nd,  Go\'ornor  Balclier,  had  juM  died  at  £it»ib«th- 
ton-n,  and  that  hiinsi'lf  had  boon  dmgntitod  to  prenuh  the 
funeral  mo-mon.  His  wife  beaonght  him  to  ho  jnsl  to  liimf>ell^ 
and  dwiliiio  the  offiec.  Bnt  he,  accnintonii-d  to  Gnbdiiu  obsla- 
vJtiti,  and  ileiiiroLiit  to  do  honor  to  hia  depinlud  friend,  sat 
down,  all  liiligued  and  feverish  as  he  Wiis,  to  pr^pni-u  his  aer- 
inoi^  Before  he  Hlcgit,  it  vna  fitushcd.  That  night  lie  wh 
dieliriiins,  but  in  thy  morning  he  set  off  for  EliMbethtowo ; 
■-and  on  the  day  following,  with  a  languor  and  exhaustion  t« 
(!oiild  no  longer  conceal,  he  preached  the  sermon.  Uncoil- 
qnored  yet,  he  next  day  reLui-ned  liome,  where  his  fever,  from 
being  inlenniltent,  became  fixed  and  violent.  At  tho  ap- 
proach of  death,  he  was  resigned  and  cheerfni.  He  (ell  as- 
iHired  of  immortality.  On  his  death-bed  ho  gave  ordt-ra  lliat 
hl.t  fimerul  nhould  be  as  inex]M.'nsive  aa  was  consistent  witli 
deeency.  and  that  the  «nni  thus  saved  should  be  given  to  the 
])<ior.  On  the  24th  of  September,  1767,  in  tlie  forty-second 
year  of  his  ago,  this  good  mati  died. 

His  death  was  widely  and  sincerely  mourned.  His  funeral 
aerraiin ;  the  eulogiums  prononneed  upon  him  by  tho  Governor 
of  New  .lei-sey;  the  notiws  of  hi>i  death  in  the  public  jiiuruah, 
and  many  private  lettei's  in  which  tho  sad  event  is  mentioned, 
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have  come  down  to  us ;  and  all  speak  of  him  in  terras  that 
would  seem  extravai^ant  eulogy  to  one  unacquainted  with  tlio 
noble  heart,  the  brilliant  intellect,  the  beneficent  life  of  Presi- 
dent Burr.  In  the  letters  of  liis  wife,  it  is  easy  to  see  throuffh 
the  pious  phraseology  of  the  day,  the  heart-broken  woman. 
"  O,  dear  madam,"  writes  the  poor  bereaved  lady  to  her 
mother,  "I  doubt  not  but  I  have  your,  and  my  honored 
father's  prayere,  daily,  for  me;  but,  give  me  leave  to  intreat 
you  both,  to  request  earnestly  of  the  Lord  that  I  may  never 
despise  his  cliastenings,  nor  faint  under  this  his  severe  stroke ; 
of  which  I  am  sensible  there  is  great  danger,  if  God  should 
only  deny  me  tlie  supports  that  he  has  hitherto  graciously 
granted.  O,  I  am  afraid  I  shall  con<luct  myself  so  as  to  bnng 
dishonor  on  my  God,  and  the  religion  which  I  profess !  No, 
rather  let  me  die  this  moment  than  be  left  to  brinij  dishonor 
on  God's  holy  name.  I  am  overcome.  I  must  conclude,  with 
once  more  begging  that,  as  my  dear  parents  remember  them- 
selves, they  would  not  forget  their  greatly-afflicted  daughter 
(now  a  lonely  widow),  nor  her  fatherless  children." 

A  letter  to  her  father,  written  a  month  after  the  above, 
besides  being  very  pathetic,  contains  allusions  to  Iier  boy, 
then  twenty-one  months  old :  '^  Since  I  wrote  my  mother  a 
letter,  God  has  carried  me  through  new  trials,  and  givn^  me 
new  supports.  My  little  gon  has  been  sick  with  a  slow  fever, 
ever  since  my  brother  left  us,  and  has  been  brought  to  the 
brink  of  the  grave ;  but,  I  hope  in  mercy,  God  is  bringing  him 
back  again.  1  was  enabled,  after  a  severe  struggle  with  nature, 
to  rci'.ign  the  child  with  the  greatest  freedom.  God  showed 
me  tliat  the  children  were  not  my  own,  but  his,  and  that  he 
bad  a  right  to  recall  what  he  had  lent,  whenever  he  thought 
iit ;  and  that  I  had  no  reason  to  complain,  or  say  that  (lod 
was  hard  with  me.  This  silenced  mc.  But  O  how  good  is  God. 
lie  not  only  kept  mo  from  complaining,  but  comforted  me,  by 
enabling  me  to  offer  up  my  child  by  fliith,  if  ever  I  acted  faith. 
I  saw  the  fulness  there  was  in  Christ  for  little  infants,  and  his 
willingness  to  accept  of  such  as  were  offered  to  him.  'Suf 
fcr  little  chihlren  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not ;' 
were  coiaforting  words.    God  also  showed  me,  in  such  a  lively 
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',  the  fulnuas  there  was  in  hiiiitielf  of  all  Hpirimal  U«M> 
ings,  that  I  siiid,  '  Although  all  sti'CBtns  arc  cut  off,  yet  to 
long  33  my  God  lives,  I  have  enough.'  He  enabled  me  In  say, 
'Although  thou  sluy  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in  ihec'  In  thi» 
time  of  tiial,  I  wiis  led  to  enter  into  a  renewed  and  explicit 
covenant  with  God,  in  a  more  solemn  miumei-  than  ever  be- 
fore J  and  with  tlie  greatest  freedom  and  delight,  alter  much 
Bel f-oxami nation  and  prayer,  f  did  give  myeelf  and  tny  ehildren 
to  God,  with  my  whole  heart.  Nuvcr,  until  th*n,  hnd  I  m 
adequate  aensu  of  the  privilege  we  are  allowed  in  covenaatJug 
K'illi  God.  This  act  of  soul  left  my  mind  in  a  gi-eat  eiilm,  itnd 
Hteatly  trust  in  God.  A  few  dityH  after  this,  one  evening,  in 
talking  of  the  glorious  state  my  duar  de|>artei)  huahntid  lUUM 
be  in,  my  soul  wna  can-ii.-d  out  in  Buch  large  dcsirua  after  that 
gloiious  state,  that  I  was  forced  to  retire  from  the  family  to 
ponccal  my  joy.  When  alone  I  WiW  mo  traiiKfiorted,  juul  luy 
Boul  canied  out  in  sui;h  eager  desires  after  iii'rlt><7lion  nnd  thv 
full  enjoyiuenl  of  God,  and  to  serve  him  uiiinirnM|iti'.||y.  Oni 
I  think  my  iiatorc  ivoidd  not  have  borne  much  mure.  I  think, 
dear  sir,  I  had  that  night,  a  foix'tasto  of  heaven.  This  frame 
cotilinned,  in  Home  good  degi-ce,  the  whole  night.  I  slept  but 
litlle,  anil  when  I  did,  my  dreams  were  all  of  heavenly  and 
divi^ie  things.  Freqnenlly  siuce,  I  have  felt  the  same  in  kind, 
though  not  in  degree.  This  was  about  the  time  that  God  called 
me  to  give  up  my  child.  Thuji  a  kind  and  gracious  God  has 
been  with  me,  in  six  troubles  and  in  seven." 

In  tlicse  utterances  of  a  broken  heart  struggling  against  the 
imj'icly  of  despair,  there  is  no  trace  of  the  peculiar  character 
of  Aaron  Burr's  mother.  Of  the  children  of  Jonathan  Ed- 
wards, not  one  was  a  common -pi  ace  pci-son,  and  scarcely  one 
even  of  his  grandi^hildren.  But  Mi-s,  Burr  was,  perhaps,  the 
flower  of  the  family.  One  of  lier  relations  lias  written  of  her 
these  sentences :  "  She  exceeded  most  of  her  sex  in  the  beauty 
of  her  person,  as  well  as  in  her  behavior  and  eon  v  creation.  She 
discovcied  an  unaffected,  natm-al  tVeedom,  toward  persons  of 
all  ranki),  with  wliom  she  convei'sed.  Her  genius  was  much 
more  than  common,  She  had  a  lively,  sprightly  imagination, 
a  quick  and  penetrating  discernment,  and  a  good  jndgmenL 
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She  possessed  an  uncommon  degree  of  wit  and  vivacity  ;  which 
yet  was  consistent  with  pleasantness  and  good  nature;  and 
she  knew  how  to  be  facetious  and  sportive,  without  trespass- 
ing on  the  bounds  of  decorum,  or  of  strict  and  serious  religion. 
In  short,  she  seemed  formed  to  please,  and  especially  to  please 
one  of  Mr.  Burr's  taste  and  character,  in  whom  ho  was  ex- 
ceedingly happy.  But  what  crowned  all  her  excellences,  and 
was  her  chief  glory,  was  Religion.  She  appeared  to  be  the 
subject  of  divine  impressions  when  seven  or  eight  years  old ; 
and  she  made  a  public  profession  of  religion  when  about  fif- 
teen. Her  conversation,  until  her  death,  was  exemplary,  as 
becometh  godliness.  She  was,  in  every  respect,  an  ornament 
to  her  sex,  being  equally  distingui.slied  for  the  suaWty  of  her 
manners,  her  literary  accomplishments,  and  her  unfeigned  re- 
gard to  religion.  Her  religion  did  not  cast  a  gloom  over  her 
mind,  but  made  her  cheerful  and  hjipj)y,  and  rendered  the 
tliought  of  death  transporting.  She  left  a  number  of  manu- 
scripts, on  interesting  subjects,  and  it  was  hoped  they  would 
iiave  been  made  public;  but  they  arc  now  lost." 

Death  had  only  begun  his  fell  work  in  their  family.  Jona- 
tlian  Edwards  was  immediately  elected  to  succeed  Mr.  Burr 
in  the  presidency  of  the  college.  Soon  after  his  arrival  at 
Princeton,  he  heard  of  the  death  of  his  father,  a  venerable 
clergyman  of  Connecticut,  in  the  eighty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 
Two  months  after,  before  he  had  fully  entered  upon  his  duties 
as  president,  died  Jonathan  Edwards  himself,  of  a  fever  which 
followed  inoculation  for  small-i)ox.  Sixteen  days  after,  of 
a  similar  disease,  Mrs.  Burr  died.  Her  two  orphaned  children 
were  taken  from  her  funeral  to  the  house  of  an  old  friend  of 
the  family  in  Philadelphia,  where  they  remained  six  months. 
In  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  the  widow  of  Jonathan  Edwards 
went  to  Piiiladelphia  with  the  intention  of  conveying  the  little 
orplians  to  her  own  home,  and  bringing  them  uj)  with  her  own 
children.  At  Philadelphia,  she  was  seized  with  the  dysentery, 
and  she  too  died.  Thus  within  a  period  of  thirteen  months, 
tliese  children  were  of  father,  mother,  great  grandfather,  and 
grand  parents,  all  bereft ;  and  there  was  no  one  left  in  the 
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wide  world  wlioao  chief  coiiceru  il  could  be  to  aen  that  tlti'j 
received  no  detriment. 

All  but  tlie  great  grandfiillior  lie  buried  at  Princeton,  where 
the  virtues  and  tjraccfl  of  the  two  jiresidenLi  are  elulKinildj' 
set  forth  in  lapidiiry  Latin.  Strai);;!e  to  say.  wmo  of  Ihe  Iette4'S 
respecting  the  eiirviii);  gf  Piesidenl  Burr'd  lotub-stonu  havecft- 
caped  the  clianees  of  dcstruclion  for  a  hundred  yeura,  utid  aro 
Btill  I^tble  lu  the  biographiu  oye. 

President  Uurr  left  his  ehildrcn  couaiJeruhle  proiK-rty; 
enough  for  their  independent  main  ten  an  ee,  even  in  inittiirity. 
They  were  reined  :il  Eliwibcthtown,  New  JerMiy,  in  the  fniutly 
of  the  Hon.  Timolhy  Edwiu'da,  Preaident  Edwards's  eidort 
HDD.  A  private  tiilur,  Mr,  Ta|>{>an  Ueeve,  aflerwiird  Judge  of 
the  Supreme  C'liirt  of  Connecticut,  vnporintended  tbotr  mf- 
lieat  studifM,  Hnd  in  liuc  time  fell  in  love  with  liia  pretty  [iu|i!], 
Sanih  Bnrr,  mid  when  she  was  aeventeen  miirrinl  her.  Tirol 
she  loved  her  brother  dearly,  is  all  that  is  knoim  of  Sarah 
Burr's  ehihlliood.  One  of  Aarnti'^  early  eorresjii indent*  say* 
that  she  approved  of  her  brother's  tjointr  to  the  war  in  1775, 
whieh,  he  adds,  "i^  a  ^rent  proof  uf  jiatriotisui  hi  a  sister  su 
.'iffectioniite  as  yours."  She  was  of  a  noble,  coniniandini;;  fiiee 
:Mid  figure.  Aa  she  was  lor  many  years  an  invalid,  ami  died 
at  a  comparatively  early  age,  she  h:i<!  little  to  do  with  her 
brothel's  lifif,  thoii<rh  she  left  upon  his  memory  a  tender  recol- 
lection of  her  worth  and  loveliness,  whieh  he  cherished  and 
8|H>l.e  of  to  his  (lying  day. 

XiiTE.— ."iiict  llie  |)ulili«iti(iii  of  ilic  first  ritUion  ot  lliis  work,  it  bns  bccD 
(lisiipv,  ri'ii  lli:it  tlic  ].rivMti.- ji'iinuil  of  Aiir.m  Kurr'H  iiiullicr  in  still  in  cxist- 
111. i\  The  r.plloiviiiK  is  litT  <U»iri]>timi  gf  A:in>ii  (vli.ii  lie  was  tliirtcvn 
iiioiilJis  olii:  'Jiirnmrj-;!!,  175S.— Aiin.ii  ia  ;.  lillliv  UFiiy,  iioiay  bov,  very 
iliiVm-Lit  from  >:.nlly  iilnnp^-t  m  ovcniliiiii;.  I[u  Wjriua  to  Ulk  n  til'lkj;  it 
wry  hIj- iind  iiiiwliJivuii*.  Hu  liiw  mov  f|iiiglnlin, ss  Umii  ShIIj-,  uDit  most 
",iy  lie  is  liiiiidsuHio,  but  Tiot  so  n-io-i  iLnii]>Lri;J.     lie  is  very  resolulo,  anU  re 
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KLiXABKTHTOwir — Aneodotrs  OF  Burr's  CniLDiiooD— lIis  Caueeb  at  Collkok — OoKa 
TO  Db.  Bellamy's  Tiieoloc.ical  School — Eejects  the  PuKiTANioTuEOLoaY — Fond 
OF  Ladijbs'  Society — Stcdles  Law. 


EuzABBrniTowN  was  then,  as  it  is  now,  a  village  containing 
an  unusual  proportion  of  polite  families.  It  had  been  the  resi- 
dence of  the  governor  and  other  officials  of  the  province. 
The  vicinity  is  a  level,  red-soiled,  unattractive  region  ;  but  a 
little  river  flows  through  it,  emptying,  at  a  point  one  mile 
from  the  village,  into  Staten  Island  Sound,  which  is  part  of 
the  intricate  system  of  waters  that  affords  so  many  beautiful 
highways  to  the  city  of  New  York.  That  city  is  fifteen  miles 
distant.  Within  excursion  distance  is  Staten  Island,  where, 
during  Aaron  Burr's  childhood,  large  bodies  of  British  troops 
were  frequently  encamped. 

From  the  three  anecdotes  of  Burr's  childhood,  which  have 
come  down  to  us,  we  may  infer  that  he  was  a  troublesome  ward 
to  his  reverend  uncle.  Tiiat  gentleman,  a  strict  and  conscien- 
tious Puritan,  tried  the  system  of  r6/>;*e*\^ /on  upon  a  boy  who 
couM  not  be  repressed ;  and  the  result  was,  that  the  young 
gentleman  was  frequently  in  a  state  of  rebellion.  The  author- 
ity for  these  anecdotes  was  Colonel  Burr  himself,  who  used  to 
relate  the  two  princii>al  ones  with  great  glee. 

When  he  was  four  years  old,  he  took  offense  at  his  tutor 
and  ran  awav.     lie  contrived  to  elude  the  search  for  three  or 
four  days,  and — there  the  story  ends. 

About  his  eicjhth  vear,  the  foUowini^  iiici<lent  occurred : 
He  was  in  a  cherry-tree  in  his  uncle's  garden,  one  line  after- 
noon in  July,  when  he  observed,  coming  up  the  walk,  an  el- 
derly lady,  a  guest  of  the  house,  wearing  a  silk  dross,  which 
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was  then  a  rare  luxury.  The  prim  behavior  awd  sevoro  mo-" 
riilityot'lliiK  ancii:nt  mwdttn  had  mtiilv  her  a  somewhat  odious 
ohject  in  the  sight  of  the  hoy.  Concealed  in  the  true,  ho 
nniused  himself  by  throwing  oherries  atbor:  upon  ob»)«rving 
which,  she  angrily  aonght  ITnde  'nmolhy,  to  tell  him  of  AsroD'a 
misconduct.  The  boy  was  summoned  lo  the  study,  where  the 
case  was  treated  in  the  Bevere  Puritanic  method.  First  winio 
o  long  leoHire  upon  iha  endrinlty  of  lite  offense ;  wliich  WM 
followed  by  a  Idug  prayur  fur  the  offender's  reformntion. 
From  the  beginning  of  these  ceremonies,  the  boy  well  knew 
how  they  were  to  end,  and  ho  could  fonn  nn  idea  of  the  «^ 
verity  of  the  coming  punishment  from  the  Icngtti  of  the  pniyir 
and  exhortation.  A  terrible  caatigaiion  followed  ;  or,  3s  Uorr 
used  to  phrase  it,  "  he  licked  mo  like  a  swik,^ 

Those  were  the  days,  it  should  be  bomo  in  mind,  when  tlw 
old  received  sorat-thing  like  homage  from  the  young.  The 
children  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  for  example,  rose  m  tlif  en- 
trance of  their  parents ;  and  when  they  met  in  tin?  sjrwt  a 
clergyman  or  old  pci'son,  they  stood  nsidc,  took  off  their  hats, 
and  bowed,  and  waited  till  the  reverend  individual  had  gone 
by.  In  the  eyes  of  Uncle  Timothy,  therefore,  the  Ixiy's  affront 
lo  hia  elderly  guest  would  seem  a  crirau  of  audacious  magtu- 
tudc. 

At  the  age  of  ten,  Aaron  had  the  fancy  which  besets  most 
active  boys  once  during  their  childhood,  to  go  to  sea.  A  sec- 
ond time  he  ran  away.  He  went  to  New  York,  took  the  post 
of  cabin-boy  on  boai-d  a  ship  getting  ready  for  sea,  and  actu- 
dly  served  in  that  capacity  lor  a  short  time.  But,  one  day 
while  he  was  at  work  on  the  quarter-deck,  he  spied  a  sus- 
picious clerical-looking  gentleman  coming  rapidly  down  the 
wharf,  who,  he  soon  saw,  was  his  uncle,  bent  on  the  capture 
of  a  cabin-boy.  He  spiling  into  the  rigging,  and  before  liis 
imcle  got  on  board  the  ship,  had  climbed  to  the  m.ist-head. 
Ho  saw  liis  advantac^e,  and  resolved  to  ]>rofit  by  it.  He  was 
oi-dered  down,  but  refused  to  tome.  As  his  uncle  was  a  gen- 
tleman who  would  liave  been  nowhere  less  at  homo  than  at 
the  m.ist-hcad  of  a  ship,  the  command  had  to  suflcn  itself  into 
&D  cntieaty,  and  it  became,  finally,  a  negotiation.    Upon  the 
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condition  that  nothing  disagreeable  should  befall  him  in  con- 
sequence of  the  adventure,  the  runaway  agreed  to  descend^ 
and  go  home  again  to  his  books. 

These  little  stories  exhibit  the  rebel  merely.  A  decisive 
fiict  or  two  of  an  opposite  nature  has  been  preserved.  Pier- 
pont  Edwards,  another  uncle  of  Aaron  Burr's,  but  only  six 
years  his  senior,  was  his  schoolfellow  for  a  while  at  Elizabeth- 
town.  One  of  Rerpont's  letters,  written  when  Aaron  was 
seven  yeai*s  old,  contains  this  sentence :  "  Aaron  Burr  is  here, 
is  hearty,  goes  to  school,  and  learns  hravelyy  The  fact  of 
Pierpont.  Edwards  being  Burr's  schoolfellow,  and  one  who, 
from  his  age,  talents,  and  relationship,  would  be  likely  to 
exert  great  influence  upon  him,  should  be  noted  ;  for  Pierpont 
Edwards,  besides  being  a  great  lawyer,  was  also  a  remarkably 
free  liver. 

There  is  other  testimony  to  Aaron's  diligence  as  a  student. 
At  the  age  of  eleven  he  was  prepared  for  college,  and  apply- 
ing tor  admission  at  Princeton,  was  rejected  on  account  of  his 
youth.  He  was  not  only  too  young,  but  the  smallness  of  his 
stature  made  the  application  seem  ridiculous.  He  was  then  a 
strikingly  pretty  boy,  very  fair,  with  beautiful  black  eyes,  and 
such  graceful,  engaging  ways  as  rendered  him  a  favorite. 
What  the  qualifications  were  for  admission  into  college,  at 
that  time,  may  be  inferred  from  another  remark  in  the  letter 
of  Pierpont  Edwards  just  quoted.  "  I  am  reading  Virgil  and 
Greek  grammar,"  he  says;  "I  would  have  entered  college, 
but  my  constitution  would  not  bear  it,  being  weak."  A  boy 
able  to  read  Virgil,  and  who  knew  the  Greek  alphabet,  could 
have  obtained  admission  into  the  Freshman  class  at  Princeton 
at  that  time.  But,  considering  the  imperfect  aids  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  language  which  schoolboys  then  had,  we  may 
assign  the  character  of  a  forward  and  industrious  boy  to  one 
who  was  ready  for  college  at  the  age  of  eleven. 

This  rejection  on  account  of  his  want  of  years  and  inches 
was  a  source  of  deep  mortification  to  the  aspiring  lad.  He 
did  his  best,  however,  to  frustrate  the  college  authorities  by 
mastering  at  home  the  studies  of  the  first  two  college  years, 
and  then,  in  his  thirteenth  year,  applying  for  admission  into 
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thu  Jutibr  class.  Tliis,  boo,  wnit  tluiik-il  liiiii ;  and,  itmn:  m  a 
fevor  ilian  as  a  liglit,  he  wm  allowed  to  piitcr  tlm  Sopliomor* 
class.  He  should  liave  been  Ulteen  years  old  to  have  joined 
tbe  Sophomores.  It  was  in  1760,  during  the  prcnidMicy  of 
Dr.  With  era  ]>ooTi,  a  Scotch  clurgyruan,  in  whose  veins  fIow<?d 
the  blood  of  John  Kuox,thiit  Anion  Burr  began  his  ronidcnce 
at  Princeton. 

His  career  at  college  was  Mmilar  to  that  of  thonftauda  of 
American  youth.  lie  went  to  Princeton  with  cxtrnvugnnl 
ideas  of  the  ncquirementa  of  collegians;'  but  with  a  reKolatioi> 
to  bo  equal  with  tlie  foremost.  The  first  yyar  he  Htudieil 
excessively  hard.  Finding  that  he  cuidd  not  nuquire  ax  wwll 
in  the  afternoon  n.i  in  the  morninc;,  and  attributing  the  laot  lo 
hie  e&tiiig  too  much,  he  became  very  abnt^raiciis,  and  wm 
then  able  to  sHnly  sixteen,  mid  occasionally  eighteen,  hunra  a 
day.  Ho  bccanu>  pale,  and  was  supposed  to  be  in  ill  Itealtfi. 
When  the  day  oT  exatniivfition  camp,  he  found  hinis&lf  so  muub 
in  advance  of  his  cloanmates,  that  the  motive  to  aoch  extrs-  "Tl 
ordinary  exertions  no  longer  existed,  and,  thenceforward,  he 
was  n!t  idle  as  he  had  formerly  been  indiistrions. 

It  has  been  said,  and  apparently  on  his  uwn  anthority,  that 
he  was  dissipated  nl  college  ;  but  his  dissip.ition  could  scarcely 
have  been  of  an  immoral  nature,  Princeton  was  llien  a  veiy 
flinall  village,  nearly  surrounded  by  dense  forest.i,  in  the  midst 
of  a  region  containing,  at  wide  intervals,  a  settlement  of 
Quakers  or  Dutch.  There  was  no  large  town  or  navigable 
water  H'illiin  many  miles.  The  village  was  the  half'Way  sta- 
tion, on  the  high  road  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
'  travelers  to  either  of  which  would  usually  slop  at  Prince- 
ton at  night.  A  coach  load  of  people,  and  several  other  trav- 
elers, were  at  the  tavern  nearly  every  night  in  the  week.  For 
their  amu.iement,  a  billiaid  table  was  kept  in  the  place,  but 
Uiirr  played  oidy  one  game.  On  that  occasion,  it  chanced 
that  Tie  won  a  sniall  sinn,  and  on  going  Immo,  he  felt  so  do- 
grarlfd  by  the  t-i  re  urn  stance,  that  he  resolved  nevermore  to 
play  at  any  game  for  money  ;  and  ho  kept  his  resolution.  At 
the  tavern,  loo,  the  stuilenis  could  procure  the  luxuries  of  tho 
table.     Uul  Hurr,  then  and  always,  was  a  Spartan  in  eating 
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and  flrinkiiiir.  And  with  regard  to  guiltier  ])lea,snres,  he  was 
hut  sixteen  when  he  graduated ;  the  [jlace  of  his  residence; 
was  rustic  and  Puritanic  Princeton  ;  and  the  time  was  not  tiir 
removed  from  the  days  of  the  "  Scarlet  Letter."  It  was  not  till 
afler  he  liad  left  coliecre  that  lie  adopted  the  opinions  which 
took  the  reins  of  ))assion  out  of  the  hands  of  conscience,  and 
gave  them  into  those  of  prudence. 

Part  of  Burr's  dissipation  in  college  was  merely  a  dissipa- 
tion of  mind  in  multifarious  readincr.  That  he  was  versed  in 
the  polite  literature  of  the  day,  is  evident  in  his  compositions. 
lie  was,  also,  a  constant  reader  of  the  lives  and  histories  of 
great  military  men.  During  Burr's  boyhood,  the  fame  of 
Frederic  the  Great  filled  the  world.  The  Seven  Years'  War 
began  when  he  was  in  the  cradle,  and  the  most  brilliant  achieve- 
ments of  the  great  captain  were  fresh  in  men's  minds  while 
the  youth  was  in  his  susceptible  years.  As  the  supposed  cham- 
])it>n  of  Protestantism  against  the  leagued  Catholic  powers, 
Frederic  was  greatly  admired  in  tlnj  American  provinces, 
and  the  splendor  of  his  reputation  may  have  ha<l  its  share  in 
giving  Burr  his  life-long  love  for  the  military  profession.  The 
old  French  war,  too,  was  not  concluded  when  Burr  tirst  saw 
the  light.  The  provinces  were  full  of  wihl  tales  of  that  most 
romantic  of  contests,  during  all  of  his  earlier  years.  And 
long  before  he  letl  college,  were  heard  the  mutteiings  of  the 
coming  storm  which  was  to  summon  from  their  retirement, 
and  crown  with  new  laurels,  so  many  of  the  rustic  soldiers 
wlio  had  won  distinction  in  that  touurhlv-con tested  forest  war 
which  secure<l  this  continent  to  the  race  which  holds  it  now. 

A  college  freak  of  Burr's  excited  a  great  deal  of  mirth 
among  the  stuclents  at  the  time.  lie  was  a  mendnr  of  a  lite- 
rary club,  the  Clio-Sophie,  the  members  of  which  presided  at 
its  meetings  in  rotation.  On  (me  occasion,  when  Ihirr  was  in 
the  chair,  a  professor  of  the  college,  from  whom  he  had  re 
ccived  many  an  unwelcome  admonition,  chanced  to  come  in 
al>er  the  business  of  the  evening  had  commcncMMl.  Burr,  as- 
suming as  mueli  of  professorial  dignity  as  his  diminutive  stat- 
ure admitted,  and  with  that  imperturbable  self-possessiim  f«)r 
which  he  was  distinguished,  ordered  the  professor  to  rise.  He 


thon  began  to  lucturo  the  delinqaoijl  ii|jon  liU  want  ofjitiiietu- 
ality,  observing  tli.it  the  older  members  of  Ijiu  soacly  wvr« 
exjiecled  to  set  a  belter  example  to  llie  yoiingei',  iind  wnclmi- 
JDg  with  a  hotie  tti»t  he  riiould  iiul  bu  uiidur  the  iiL-cturaiiy  ol' 
recarring  again  ta  the  subj^ut.  ilnviiig  thus  given  the  prortw- 
sor  a  parody  of  one  of  those  harangues  whiuh  preceptor* 
are  prone  to  best'iw  upon  negleutt'ul  pupil^  lie  iiiformvd  hitn 
that  he  might  resume  hia  neat;  whiuh  the  astonished  gea> 
tieman  did,  aintd  the  merriment  of  the  society.  TMs  »U>ry 
used  to  be  told  of  Burr  at  Piinceton,  yeai-3  atUr  he  had  IviV 
college. 

His  college  compusitions,  of  which  several  have  been  pro- 
aerved,  indicate  mi  unusual  matm-ity  in  a  youth  of  tifteen 
years.  Style  is  the  subject  of  one  of  them,  the  burdcti  of 
which  is  to  recommend  conciseness  and  simplicity,  which  were 
always  the  ch  a  ra  el  eristics  of  his  own  writings,  "  A  laboitnl 
style  is  labor  even  to  the  hearer,"  observes  tlw  young  crili«b  | 
"  but,  a  simple  style,  like  simple  food,  preserves  the  appelit*,*  "^J 
He  contends  for  ncolloguialiaanm:);  iind  mentions  Sir  Thomae  ^ 
Browne's  Treatise  on  "  Vulgar  Errors"  as  an  example  of  ab- 
surd pomposity.  "  There  is  no  such  thing,"  remarks  the  youth, 
"  as  a  aublinte  style ;  sublimity  is  in  the  thouglit.,  which  is  ren- 
dered the  more  sitblimu  by  being  expressed  in  simple  hiu- 
gnagc."  This  is  not  the  usual  tone  of  a  college  composition, 
AnotherofBun's  college  essays,  is  on  The  Passions.  He  could 
not  have  read  Goethe's  oi't-d  eel  aimed  ohsert'ation,  ^'  Man  alone 
is  interesting  to  Man,"  because  Goethe  at  this  time  was  himself 
a  college  student  at  Strasbouig ;  yet  Burr  opens  his  discourse 
upon  the  passions  quite  in  the  spirit  of  the  Goethean  maxim. 
Nor  could  he  have  known  the  office  assigned  the  passions  by 
phrenologists,  lor  Gall  was  then  a  boy  three  years  old  ;  yet  be 
says  that  the  grand  design  of  the  p.issions  is  to  rouse  t» 
action  the  sluggish  powers  of  the  mind.  "The  passions," 
he  adds,  "if  properly  regulated,  are  the  gentle  gales  which 
keep  life  from  stagn.iting,  but,  if  let  loose,  tlie  tempests  which 
tlear  every  thing  before  them."  He  continues  iu  the  following 
strain:  "Do  we  not  frequently  behold  men  of  the  most 
Bpriglitly  genius,  by  giving  the  reins  to  their  passions,  lost  to 
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society,  and  reduced  to  the  lowest  ebb  of  misery  and, despair  ? 
Do  we  not  frequently  behold  persons  of  the  most  penetrating 
discernment  and  happy  turn  for  polite  literature,  by  mingling 
with  the  sons  of  sensuality  and  riot,  blasted  in  the  bloom  of 
life  ?  Such  was  the  fate  of  the  late  celebrated  Duke  of  Whgir*' 
ton,  Wilmot,  Earl  of  Rochester,  and  Villers,  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, three  noblemen,  as  eminently  distinguished  by  their 
wit,  taste,  and  knowledge,  as  for  their  extravagance,  revelry 
and  lawless  passions.  In  such  cases,  the  most  charming  elocu- 
tion, the  finest  fancy,  the  brightest  blaze  of  genius,  and  the 
noblest  bursts  of  thought,  call  for  louder  vengeance,  and  damn 
them  to  lasting  infamy  and  shame."  He  says,  in  conclusion, 
'-*  Permit  me,  however  unusual,  to  close  with  a  wish.  May 
none  of  these  unruly  passions  ever  captivate  any  of  my  au- 
dience." 

One  of  these  college  pieces,  entitled  "  An  Attempt  to  Search 
the  Origin  of  Idolatry,"  is  interesting,  as  showing  that  the 
writer,  whatever  may  have  been  his  subsequent  opinions,  was, 
while  in  college,  a  sharer  in  the  faith  of  his  fathers.  His  conclu- 
sion is,  that  the  accursed  Ham,  or  his  accursed  sons,  were  the 
inventors  of  idol  worship.  An  incidental  opinion  expressed 
in  this  piece  is,  that  atheism  is  more  odious  than  idolatry. 

It  is  unsafe  to  infer  the  character  of  a  writer  from  the  char- 
acter of  his  writings,  as  the  power  of  some  writers  consists  in 
an  ability  to  give  striking  expression  to  emotions  which  they 
merely  see  it  would  be  highly  becoming  in  them  to  feel.  But 
we  would  scarcely  believe  this  of  a  boy  of  fifteen.  So  far  as 
Burr's  youthful  essays  do  reveal  his  character,  they  seem  to 
show  that,  at  this  period  of  his  life,  he  possessed  an  acute  in- 
tellect, an  independent  habit  of  thought,  and  an  ingenuous, 
amiable  disposition.  During  Burr's  last  winter  in  college, 
there  occurred  one  of  those  periodical  excitements  with  regard 
to  religion  which  were  so  important  a  feature  in  the  early 
history  of  the  provinces;  an  excitement  similar  to  that  which 
had  diverted  Burr's  grandfather  from  natural  science  to  theol- 
ogy, and  won  his  father  from  the  enthusiastic  j)ursuit  of  clas- 
sicid  literature.  This  revival  was  one  of  more  than  ordinary 
intensity,  and  a  large  number  of  the  students  became  converts, 
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Diii'r,  then  very  iJIu,  imi  (ti;v(>lc(l  to  Kuoh  iilciisarcN  as  the 
nislic  neighborhood  aflbided,  vm  urged  both  by  tlio  pnift^w- 
01-8  and  by  liis  cuiti|ianioni>,lo  renounce  liia  nay  of  lifi*  and  tiilluw 
,  tlic  example  of  bm  smtueiit  ance*tttr>'.  Hnt  lii:  W-td  quietly 
',Bloof.  As  the  i.-xcilein«nt  increiuvd,  his  ItieiidR  rodou' ' 
their  cfluita,  Tlicy  aitpealcd  to  liU  fears,  tlireateuiug faim 
all  the  tomlie  pt'niiltiea  ot'tliu  liiw,  if  he,  denrunded  ti'om  in 
illustrJHiis  cjlL'iiiii]:)!-!!  of  the  fiuth,  fie,  the  san  of  a  lather  eo 
eloqiicrii  iij  itH  iirumolgaliun,  at  a  mothtir  who  had  ao  lotig«d 
and  inipni-tiini-'l  for  hia  uonvt;r«ion,  should  finnlly  bennraa  a 
castaway,  liuri'  conl^ascd  that  he  was  moved  by  thie  revival. 
Uu  respectt^d  ihi'  i'ult|iiim  a(  bin  inuthi^r ;  lie  had  Utliva  Sat 
grnnlcd  the  creed  inwhieh  lie  h«il  bi'nn  pdiiCiHi-d.  Tlieroforc, 
tlioiigli  he  was  i-vpelled  by  the  wild  exciteimnt  thai  prevailed, 
and  diBguBtcd  by  the  mentis  empldyt-d  to  excite  tenvir,  tils 
mind  wafi  not  ui  iiiso.  Hv  oonsiilied  Ur.  Witiiurii]K>(in  in  tbi< 
porplt'sity.  Tliu  elergymeu  of  the  lime  were  divided  in  opinion 
npon  the  siibjict  of  revivulo  :  tliuiie  ediii-itted  in  the  uhl  cinmlry 
being  generally  opposed  to  them.  President  Witber^^pooit  was 
of  that  ntimbL'r,  and  be  itecordingly  (old  the  nnxiotis  student 
that  the  rnging  cxcitetnent  was  liniiilical,  not  trnly  religious, 
and  Burr  w<'iit  awiiy  relieved. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  if  the  promoters  of  that  revival  had 
appeiileil  soltly  to  his  sense  of  llie  Iiecoming  and  the  ju»t, 
Aaron  Burr  niiglit  have  bctn  won  to  thyji-  views,  and  might 
have  lived  over  again,  on  a  greater  scale,  and  with  greater  re- 
sults, the  lite  of  liis  jiithur.  But  the  attempt  to  strike  terror  in 
the  Koul  of  one  who  never  knew  what  it  was  to  be  afraid,  was 
a  Ihiliiro,  of  course. 

A  habit  formed  by  Bnrr,  at  eollege,  had  an  important  influ- 
ence upon  his  fortunes  .it  the  critical  point  of  his  career.  It 
was  the  habit  of  writing  his  conHdential  letters  in  cipher.  The 
practice  wa.i  common  at  the  time.  The  letters  of  all  the  emi 
nent  men  of  thu  revolnlionary  period,  Washington,  JelTiTson 
Hamilton,  Ad:iins,  and  the  rest,  eont:uiied  eviilenoe  of  an 
k'lhihail  iUitniM  of  the  public  conn-yatu-e  of  ktl,r».  This 
distrust  existed  before  the  Itevolnlion,  durinjj  the  Uevohitiou, 
and  aller  tlieUevoliition  :  down,  in  fact,  to  the  lime  when  the 
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mere  multitudo  of  letters  was  their  best  ])rotection.  Tlie  fear 
was  n(»t  BO  much  that  letters  wouhl  not  reacli  their  destination, 
as  tiiat  they  would  be  read  on  the  way.  Ijurr's  practice, 
therefore,  of  writing  in  cipher  to  liis  sister  and  to  his  class- 
mates, was  in  conformity  witli  the  feeling  and  habit  of  the 
time,  and  not  merely  an  evidence  of  a  ))eculiarly  secretive 
character.  But  he  was  secretive — often  .absurdly  so — as  his 
adoption  of  this  custom  in  his*  boyish  correspondence  might 
have  led  one  to  suspect. 

lie  formed  friendships  in  college  that  ended  only  with  life. 
William  Patterson,  afterward  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States;  the  gallant  Colonel  Matthias  Ogden,  of 
Xew  Jersey ;  Samuel  Sj)ring,  who  became  a  distinguished 
divine,  and  who  was  the  father  of  Dr.  G.  Spring,  a  still  more 
eminent  theologian,  were  among  those  whom  he  loved  at  col- 
lege, and  who  loved  him  while  they  lived.  Samuel  Spring 
became  a  student  of  theology  at  Newport  before  Burr  grad- 
uated, and  he  wrote  to  his  friend  upon  the  charms  of  divinity, 
and  in  a  modest,  manly  vvay,  mged  him  to  fullill  the  hopes  of 
his  parents  by  devoting  himself  to  the  same  pursuit. 

In  September,  1772,  wlien  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age, 
liurr  graduated  at  the  Colleije  of  New  Jersey  with  distinc- 
tion.  He  delivered  an  oration  on  connnencement-day  with 
considerable,  but  not  distinguished,  applause.  His  manner 
and  bearing  were  graceful.  The  matter  of  his  di>coui*se  was 
good,  but  lie  spoke  with  uncttective  rapidity,  and  with  an  em- 
phasis so  frequent  and  intense  as  to  ]>artly  defeat  the  object  of 
emphasis.  Nevertheless,  his  friend  Patterson  was  of  opinion 
that,  if  Burr  w.'us  not  the  bi'st  of  the  speakers,  there  w:is  but 
one  who  excelled  him. 

He  continued  to  live  at  Princeton  for  several  months  ai'ier 
receiving  his  degree,  during  which  he  read  extensively,  le- 
vievved  some  of  his  college  studies,  added  many  voluuics  to 
his  collection  of  books,  took  part  in  the  exercises  of  the  Clio- 
S(»phic  Society,  and  amused  himself  to  the  extent  aflorded  by 
the  place  in  which  he  lived.  His  income  was  ample  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  young  man,  and  he  was  in  no  ha>te  to  choose 
a  profession.     In  the  spring  and   summer  of  177^^,  he  was 


much  nt  ElizabetlUown.  One  of  his  favorite  pleasares  there 
wafl  boating,  an  annisement  foi'  wliieh  t)iu  neighboring  wat.rra 
afford  facilities  piiliapa  unrivaled  in  tbo  world.  Uuii-  knew 
every  inlet  and  i.sl<:t  of  thoso  waters,  and  could  iiianagi;  u  bom 
with  mnch  tikill.  The  experienoo  gained  in  bis  iMjiiatic  ot* 
cursions  tlicre  Wits  turned  by  him  to  ojccellent  account  on  sev- 
eral occasions  in  liis  subsequent  career  of  adventure  and  vitilik 
aitudo. 

A  year  of  busy  idleness  the  youth  passed  in  tbese  aceoe^f 
before  lie  began  to  think  seriously  of  the  future.  After  tu&V 
ing  ootlege,  and  indeed  long  before,  be  was  quite  Ids  own  mat 
ter,  his  undo  liaving  early  reliaquisbed  his  endeavors  to  con- 
trol the  motetnentK  of  a  ward  who  knew  how,  in  all  ciroura- 
Btauces,  to  have  bis  owu  way.  Bui  a  profession  was  now  in  i 
be  chosen.  Uis  nlatlons,  the  friends  of  bis  father,  and  mnn 
in  whose  memory  tbe  raotbi^r  of  this  youth  was  still  mo«t  fru 
and  fi-agrant,  hoptd,  eaytecUd,  tlist  be  would,  iu  da«  Uin«,  be  ' 
attracted  to  the  profession  which  so  mauy  of  his  niioestors  had 
adorned.  Not  wantonly,  nor  hastily  did  he  decide  to  disap- 
point these  exjiectntions.  The  uneasiness  of  mind  which  had 
been  created  during  tlie  great  revival  at  Piinceton,  had  been 
allayed,  but  not  jcinoved,  by  lii; 
((spoon,  and  he  was  no' 
logic  difHcuitics  tor  ever 
fearless  as  his,  must  ha 
cisni  that  was  then  the 
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s  conversation  with  Dr.  Witb- 

lined  upon  settling  his  theo- 

nd  so  active,  penetrating,  and 

in  contact  with  the  skepti- 

tipe,  and  which  had  capti- 


vated the  Jeffeismis  and  Franklins  of  America.  Ho  could  not 
have  cscajied  it,  fin'  it  pervaded  the  books  which  he  was  most 
sure  to  be  draH'n  to.  He  resolved,  therefore,  instead  of  sub- 
jecting himself  to  be  tried  by  the  theology  of  the  day,  whieh 
was  what  his  pious  friends  desired,  to  put  that  theology  itself 
upon  trial. 

Dr.  Joseph  Bellamy,  of  Bethlehem,  Connecticut,  who  bad 
studied  theology  imdor  Jonathan  Kd«ards,  was,  in  some  de- 
gree, the  inheritor  of  his  m.ister's  preeminent  [losition  in  the 
clerical  world.  Great  was  his  liiine  as  a  preacher.  His  pub- 
lished works  were  popular  in  his  life-tinie,  and  continued  to  be 
printed  many  years  after  his  death  ;  and  so  many  candidates 
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for  the  ministry  repaired  to  him  for  instruction  in  divinity, 
that  his  house  assumed  something  of  the  importance  of  a  theo- 
logical seminary.  To  this  learned  and  famous  doctor,  young 
Burr  addressed  himself,  and  requested  permission  to  reside  in 
his  school  while  he  was  employed  in  the  study  of  theology. 
With  the  joyful  consent  of  his  guardian,  and  to  the  great  sat- 
is&ction  of  Doctor  Bellamy,  Burr,  in  the  autumn  of  1773, 
went  to  live  in  the  doctor's  family,  and  entered  at  once  with 
his  usual  ardor  upon  the  investigations  he  had  proposed  to 
himself.  Doctor  Bellamy,  it  appears,  was  one  of  the  gentle- 
men who  plumed  themselves  upon  their  skill  in  the  Socratic 
or  question-asking  method  of  argumentation  in  which  Frank- 
lin, among  many  others  of  the  time,  took  great  delight.  The 
object  of  the  honest  divine  was,  as  we  said,  to  prevent  his  pu- 
pils from  taking  any  dogma  for  granted,  or  from  accepting 
their  opinions  without  consideration  from  the  lips  of  their 
teacher.  Sometimes  he  would  exchange  with  one  of  them 
the  part  of  Socrates,  himself  playing  disciple,  and  submitj^ng 
to  as  severe  a  course  of  questions  as  the  skill  of  the  yoiiflg 
gentleman  enabled  him  to  devise. 

Tliis  were  a  dangerous  game  to  [>Iay  with  a  lad  of  Burr's 
mettle.  When  both  Socrates  and  disciple  are  perfectly  agreed 
beforehand  as  to  the  conclusion  to  which  the  argument  is  to 
conduct  them ;  when,  in  a  word,  the  exercise  is  merely  play^ 
it  may  be  amusing  and  satisfactory.  But  wlien  the  disciple 
has  begun  to  suspect  that  Socrates  is  behind  the  age,  inas- 
much as  the  choice  spirits  of  the  age  are  not  at  all  of  his  way 
of  thinking,  and  when  that  disciple,  beside  being  utterly  fear- 
less of  the  consequences  of  dissent,  possessed  a  remarkable 
address  and  imperturbable  coolness  in  arranging  his  questions; 
in  such  circumstances,  Socrates  is  likely  to  lose  a  pupil.  B(i» 
tween  Dr.  Bellamy  and  Aai'on  Burr,  precisely  the  same  cata.s- 
tropho  occurred  as  came  to  pass  a  year  or  two  later  in  Ger- 
many between  young  Jean  Paul  and  the  Conrector  of  the  Hof 
Gymnasium. 

The  zealous  conrector,  as  we  read  in  Carlyle's  ex(|uisito 
article  upon  Jean  Paul,  desirous  to  render  his  school  as  much 
like  a  university  as  possible,  had  public  disputations  in  the 
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acliool  oooaaicmally.     "  By  ill-luck  one  day,  the  worllty  pres^l 
dent  tmd  stlc-ctvd  6oin«  oliurch-ftrtiulu  thv  Uif  llicinn  of  mirJi  mM 
<li>ipiilHlii>n ;  (iiii:  hoy  was  tn  i1t-f«inil,  iiinl  it  fvll  to  Puit1'«  lot  t0)| 
impugn  tliu  dognui;  a  tAsk  tie  was  very  epceially  qiialiGvil  tarn 
niiderlnkc.     Non,  lioii«sl  PituI  knew  tiolliiiig  of  the  timita  ofV 
tliis  game;  ik^vlt  dreamt  but  lie  mtglit  nrgiic  with  his  whnls  j 
stL'engtIi,  to  uliaU'vor  cosnlla  it  miglit  l^nd.    In  s  fitw  ronndl 
ncoui'diiigly,  his  anlagoMsi  was  borue  out  of  Ihe  ring,  ft 
as  lifL'](!.'M ;  anil  ihe.  coniVotor  himitdti  sceiii;;  tliu  tinngcr,  )i 
OS  it  werL',  to  ilesL^iid  irom  liis  picni'ling  cliair,  nnd  cUp  t 
gaanllets  on  lii.s  own  luort)  ex|ierieiic<.'d  handa.     Uut  Pku1^,.I 
nothing  daunted,  gave  him  also  u  Itiiland  fur  uii  Oliver;  na^^f,! 
as  it  bucame  moro  and  morn  mnnifest  to  nil  cywr,  waa  thai  F^J 
dticing  him  also  to  the  frightfiillest  CstrGmily,     Tb«  etmn 
tor's  toiiguu  threatened  cleaving  to  tlio  roof  of  liin  month,  (i 
his  brain  »aa  at  ii  stand,  or  whirling  in  eddii's,  tinly  bis  g 
was  iij  QL-tivo  ]>!:iy.     Xothing  remaitit- J  for  hiiu  but  to  c 
the   debate   abrui^tly    by    a   '  iSileiu-e,  sirrah,  ond   km-e  the 

All  over  thu  world,  in  that  century  of  skepticism,  similar 
scenes  were  trans  pi  ring.  At  Oxford,  in  England,  as  Bentham 
reuords,  "infidelity"  was  lli«  fashion;  tht're  were  Atheist's 
cinbs  in  the  university.  A  few  years  later,  a  similar  state  of 
tilings  existed  at  Yale,  whieh  ri'qnired  al!  the  eloquence  and 
tact  of  the  nbli;  President  Dwiglit  to  su].|iress. 

A  few  months'  residence  with  Dr.  liellamy  sufficed  for  Burr. 
We  soon  find  him  «riling  to  his  IVieiid  Ogden,  at  Elizabeth- 
lown,  that  he  had  the  good  old  doelor  i-ompletely  under  hit 
thumb!  Ogden  replies  that  he  is  gUd  to  hoar  it ;  and  pro- 
ceeds to  give  Burr  the  gossiji  of  the  fashionable  sodcty  at, 
*Jew  York.  In  the  summer  of  1774,  Burr  left  Dr.  Bellamy 
with  the  conviction,  to  use  his  own  laiigu.ige,  (hat  "the  road 
to  heaven  was  open  to  all  alike."  In  other  words,  he  rejected 
'■  'the. gospel,  according  to.Ionatliaii  Edwards;  rijected  it,  as  he 
^ways  maintained,  afti'raealin  ami  full  investigation  ;  rejected 
-jjfb  coni|iletely  and  lor  ever.  To  tlio  close  of  his  life,  he  avoided 
disputes  upon  questions  of  religi.m  ;  and  wlicn,  on  one  or  two 
occasioiif  only,  he  was  di-a^g  into  such  a  discussion,  he  re- 
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proacbod  liiniself  for  his  folly  afterward.  Often  he  was  ad- 
dressed bv  relatives,  anxious  to  see  him  treadini^  in  the  loot- 
stops  of  his  father.  Often  letters  were  sent  him,  warning  him 
to  repent.  lie  neither  resented  nor  regarded  these  well- 
meant  endeavors ;  but  waived  them  aside  with  good-humored 
grace,  and  sometimes  even  with  tend(jniess. 

The  gospel  which  the  young  man  accepted,  lived  by  and 
died  in,  was  the  gosi)el  according  to  Philip  Dormer  Stanhope, 
Lord  Ciiesterfield ;  which,  from  Burr's  day  to  this,  has  been 
cultivated  Young  America's  usual  i)0or  recoil  from  the  Puri- 
tanism of  its  chihlhood.  Chesterlield  himself  was  not  a  more 
consummate  Chesterfieldian  than  Aaron  Burr.  The  intrepid- 
ity, the  selfpossession,  the  consideration  for  others,  the  pur- 
suit of  knowledge,  which  Chesterfield  commends,  were  .ill 
illustrated  in  the  character  of  the  vouni?  American,  who  also 
availed  himself  of  the  lice/ise  which  that  ])erfect  man  of  the 
world  allowed  himself,  and  recommended  to  his  s(in. 

The  summer  of  1774^  Burr  spent  at  Litcliliehl,  Connecticut, 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Tappan  lleeve,  his  brother-in-law.  llo 
had  decided  to  study  law,  but,  in  no  haste  to  l>egin,  he  passed 
some  months  in  reading,  riding,  hunting,  and  flirting.  Already,  -'/* 
he  ])OS8essed  that  power  of  pleasing  the  fair  for  which  he  was 
afterward  noted,  and  already  oflicious  relations  began  to 
speculate  upon  him  as  a  subject  for  matrimony.  Uncle  Thad- 
deus  Burr,  as  we  learn  from  one  of  Aaron's  h'tters,  had  his  eye 
upon  a  young  lady,  whose  person  and  fortune  he  was  fond  of 
extolling  in  his  handsome  nephew's  hearing.  But  the  nephew 
was  deaf  and  dumb  on  those  occasions,  and  resolved,  at  length, 
to  be  round  with  Uncle  Thaddeus,  when  next  he  shouM  indulge 
in  these  broa<l  hints.  At  the  same  time,  the  vounir  beau  was 
all  gallantry  to  the  ladies,  who  evidently  occupied  themselves 
more  than  a  little  in  gossi|)ing  about  him ;  but  he  seems  To 
have  distributed  his  attentions  so  e(pially  among  them  all,  that 
no  two  people  could  agree  on  the  same  lady  to  tease  him  with. 
One  ladv,  he  tells  his  friend  Oi^den,  had  aetuallv  n)a<le  love  to 
him,  which,  he  savs,  mad(»  him  feel  foolish  enouixh.  His  let- 
tors,  after  leaviuiT  Dr.  Bellamv  and  theologv,  contain  very 
frecpient  allusions  to  '  the  girls.'     They  were  evidently,  during 
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the  leisure  monthft  of  ITTi,  tlio  chief  Biibjert  uf  his  iboagbtHi 
and  one  of  the  most  frequent  objoets  of  his  atlriitioii. 

Now,  too,  his  instinctive  love  of  iiitiiguo  began  to  exhibit 
itself.  A  triend  of  liis  received  a  letter  fi-um  h  young  female 
relative,  which  Buir,  for  a  joke,  offered  to  answer,  tmd  dii)  nn- 
Bwer,  in  the  name  of  hia  frieud.  He  carried  on  a  corre»i>ond. 
enec  with  the  girl  in  this  way,  hut,  iis  he  t<)ltl  Ogden,  avoided 
Bcritpuiously  to  draw  from  faer  any  thing  she  would  chooso 
he  should  not  ktiotv.  "  I  would  miAbr  isrucitix-ion,"  he  said, 
"rather  than  be  guilty  of  such  iinparnlleled  loeannesa."  A 
horror  of  meanness  is  freqnontly  eipreesed  in  Burr;»  eaily  let' 
ters,  "  My  idea  of  a  devil,"  he  once  observed,  "  is  corapOMcd 
more  of  malice  than  of  uieanness,"  There  are  hints  of  Other 
inlngiies  with  fair  ladies  in  these  joyous  letters,  but  so  vagaidy 
exprefwed  n  to  convey  no  informBtioii  to  the  reader. 

The  itiipression  letl  on  the  mind  of  any  candid  leader  of 
Burr's  correspondence  at  this  period,  is  favornbia  to  him.  A 
gay,  handBome,  innocent,  honorable,  rollicking  young  man, 
.  higb-spiriteil,  fond  of  the  guls,  an  unllinJiiiiMtio  friend,  an  inlel- 
ligent  leadei-,  and  an  independent  thinki-i-.  Every  body  liked 
him,  iiud  many  predicted  hisfuttiro  eminence.  Of  Ins  own  im- 
mediate circle  of  friends,  he  was  the  yonngcst,  but  it  is  evident 
that  they  all  unconsciously  regarded  him  as  a  kind  of  chief. 
They  spcnl?  of  his  generous  heart,  and  his  excellent  judgment, 
and  betray  in  all  their  lettei-s  to  liim  a  friendship  of  the  warm- 
est chiiriicler. 

As  the  winter  of  1774  drew  on,  these  happy  young  men 
were  drawn  from  the  light  piiranits  proper  to  tlieir  age  by  the 
portentous  aspect  now  assumed  by  the  quarrel  between  the 
colonies  and  the  niuther  country.  New  England  was  alive 
with  excitement.  Her  yoimger  spiiiis,  so  far  from  fearing, 
bad  begun  to  desire  a  conflict  with  the  royal  troops.  Burr 
and  his  sot  bad  been  ardeut  Whigs  from  the  beginning  of  ibo 
dispute.  They  had  studied  the  subject  together,  and  Burr,  in 
particular,  had  made  himself  master  of  the  law  of  the  case, 
and  renewed  wiili  enthusiasm  the  military  studies  which  had 
always  interested  him.  As  early  as  August,  1774,  we  find  him 
eager  for  the  fray.    A  mob  had  torn  down  the  house  of  a  man 
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suspected  of  being  unfriendly  to  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
and  the  shenff,  who  had  arrested  eight  of  the  ringleaders, 
brought  them  to  Litchfield,  where  Burr  was.  The  next  day, 
fifty  horsemen,  each  armed  with  a  white  club,  marched  into 
Litchfield  to  rescue  the  prisoners,  and  Burr  sallied  forth  to 
join  in  the  threatened  contest.  But,  to  his  boundless  disgust, 
the  horsemen  could  not  be  induced  to  make  the  attempt,  and 
to  crown  the  infemy  of  the  oc<;asion,  he  says,  "the  above  men- 
tioned sneaks  all  gave  bonds  for  their  appearance  to  stand  a 
trial  at  the  next  court  for  committinor  a  riot."  From  the  man- 
ner  in  which  Burr  narrates  this  incident,  it  is  certain  that  he 
was  ready  for  the  great  fight,  eight  months  before  the  first 
blood  was  shed. 

In  those  months,  he  began  the  study  of  the  law  under  Mr. 
Tappan  Reeve,  at  Litchfield,  and  had  made  some  slight  prog- 
ress therein  when  the  news  of  Lexixgtox,  the  news  that 
hlood  had  been  shed,  electrified  the  thirteen  colonies,  and 
summoned  to  arms  their  gallant  spirits  of  every  degree. 


CHAPTEli  V. 
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As  one  who  liad  been  waiting  for  tlie  ingiiiU,  this  yoi 
stiiiletit-ut-law  liiicw  aude  his  booka,  and  seized  tbc  nii-urd,  oo 
fire  to  join  llie  jiairiot  forces  gallipred  aroiiitd  glorious  BcksIqd, 
t  lie  ft'lt  that  Lo  n-as  formed  to  excel  as  k  soldier.  A  more 
'•Mi-ijiling  ia  appearanoe,  willi  a  stature  of  five  (vet  six  incliuK,  ft 
Blciidor  foim,  and  a  youtliliil  ijico,  lie  yet  possessed  a  power 
of  pntliiiiged  exertion,  and  a  capaeity  for  enduring  privation, 
tli:it  werL'  wondeifiil  in  a  youth  of  nineteen.  His  courage 
was  jierfect — lie  never  knew  fi'ur ;  even  Iiis  nerves  oonid  not 
be  startled  by  any  kind  of  smUIen  liorror.  He  was  a  good 
horseman,  a  jjond  lielinsiiian,  a  tolerable  fencer,  and  a  decent 
sliot.  J["reoi-er,  he  loved  the  niiliiiiry  art;  knew  all  of  it 
that  enuld  he  learned  from  books,  and  more  highly  prized  the 
Boliliur's  ijlory  than  (hat  of  any  other  pursuit.  To  these  quali- 
ties hi;  aiMi.'d  a  mind  cultivated  and  most  fertile  in  those  sug- 
gestions tor  wliii'h  the  exisencii'S  of  war  furnish  such  frequent 
occasions.     And  with  all  lii^  power  to  win  the  confiding  love 
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I  his  face  and  bearing  what 

is  belter  known  than  the 
army.  Two  or  three  times, 
s  n  .-laimant  under  the  |>eii- 
for  the  benelit  of  the  sol- 
ili^tanliate  liis  claim,  his  fcl- 
rn  testimony  respecting 
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services,  some  of  tlieni  nfirratin<j:,  with  great  particularity, 
oxjjloits  of  his  which  they  had  themselves  witnessed.  Much 
of  this  evidence  was  given  by  persons  well  known  for  their 
public  services,  and  of  veracity  beyond  question.  The  num- 
ber, the  coincidence,  and  the  enthusiasm  of  these  depositions, 
place  the  essential  truth  of  their  statements  beyond  reasonable 
doubt.  Burr,  too,  in  his  old  age,  loved  to  talk  over  those  bright 
years  of  his  youth,  and  some  of  the  incidents  about  to  be  re- 
lated were  derived  directlv  from  fnen<ls  of  the  old  soldier,  to 
whom  he  used  to  tell  them.  He  was  proud  of  his  military  career. 
What  he  achieved  in  law  and  in  politics  were  as  nothing  hi 
his  eyes  in  comparison  with  his  deeds  as  a  soldier  of  the  revo- 
lutionary army. 

On  hearing  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  he  ^vrote  imme- 
diately to  his  friend  Ogden,  urcjing  him  to  come  with  all  possi- 
ble rapidity  to  Litchfield,  and  they  would  then  together  start 
for  the  scene  of  war.  But  Ogden  replied  that  h(^  could  not 
in  such  haste  make  preparations  to  leave  home.  Burr  wrote 
again.  While  Ogden  seemed  still  undecided,  came  the  most 
thrilling  piece  of  news  that  breath  ever  uttered  on  this  conti- 
nent— the  news  that  a  thousand  of  the  Howim*  of  the  l*riiish 
army  had  fallen  on  Bunker  IliH  under  the  lire  j)f  a  band  of 
rustic  patriots.  Burr  could  bear  inactivity  no  longer.  He 
mounted  his  horse,  and  rode  in  hot  haste  to  P^lizabethtown  ; 
there  aided  Ogden  in  his  preparations  for  a  campaign  ;  and 
the  tw.o  friends  then  made  their  way  to  the  camp  n<*ar  lioston. 
They  arrived  in  July,  1775,  only  a  few  days  after  General 
Washington  had  taken  the  command. 

The  scene  presented  to  the  eyes  of  the  commander-in-chief 
on  his  arrival  at  Cambridtre  has  been  too  often  described  to 
require  more  than  an  allusion  liere.  \\\  the  various  camps 
and  {>08ts  around  the  city,  there  were  seventeen  thousand 
half-armed,  ill-clad,  undisciplined,  and  unorganiz(»d  troops, 
commanded  bv  oflicers  who  were  either  iijnorant  of  their  dutv, 
or  reluctant  to  give  offense  by  performing  it.  The  health  of 
the  men  was  endangered  by  the  want  of  a  camp  police  to  en- 
force the  regulations,  without  which  large  bodies  of  men  can 
not  exist  together.     Burr  was  not  prepared  for  such  a  scene 
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of  disorder,  and  F^till  lees  for  the  inactivllj'  to  irhivii  tbSii 
ley  liost  was  comlcmned.  lie,  nml  thousand*  of  otlipi-*,  luid 
ru^hfd  lo  the  f,i.-iit  of  wnr  in  llie  )i»pc  that  Lexington  and 
Buiil:ei-  Hill  were  to  be  followed  up  by  nffiun  xUll  iiioru  ilecl- 
sive ;  and  this  naraeleM  boy,  of  course,  caaglu  no  wiiisper 
of  tho  dreadful  BPcret,  confided  only  lo  general  offieem,  tliai 
tliere  was  not  powder  enough  in  the  wholit  army  to  tight  an- 
other Bunker  Hill,  if  the  oocaaion  sUould  arise.  As  tlie  youth 
wandered  from  camp  to  cnnip,  tie  beoaine  a  prey  to  disapiKilnt- 
raent,  mortilicatioii,  and  diKgust ;  and,  atler  pasHng  a  month 
of  thin  most  w till isomo  idleness,  lie  aciaally  fretted  himself 
into  a  kind  of  in tei  mitten t  fovcr,  and  was  confined  for  severs) 
days  sick  in  body  and  Jn  mind. 

One  day,  nn  he  was  tossing  in  his  bed,  tie  overheard  Oj^en 
Bud  others  talking  in  the  next  room  of  an  eKpcclition  that  was 
on  foot.  He  called  0|;den  to  his  bedside,  and  asked  what 
expedition  it  w.is  of  wliioli  they  liad  hwn  talking, 
replied,  that  Ci)kini;l  Arnold  was  abi'iil  t"  march  with 
oaud  volnnteoi-s  tinough  the  forests  of  Maine  to  attack  Qae> 
ben,  and  thus  complete  the  conquest  of  Canada  bo  glorioualy 
bfgim  by  General  Montgomery,  who  was  already  maf>ter  of 
Montreal.  Instantly  Burr  sat  np  in  bed,  and  declared  hia  de- 
termination to  join  the  expedition;  and,  quietly  disregarding 
Ogden's  remonstrances,  began,  enfeebled  as  he  was,  to  dreaa 
himscir.  All  his  friends  in  the  army  were  aghast  at  his  reso- 
lution. But  no  argument  and  no  persuasion  could  move  liim 
when  his  mind  was  made  up.  Go  he  would.  Under  the 
stimulus  of  a  congenial  object,  his  health  improved,  and  in  ■ 
very  few  days  he  was  ready  to  proceed  to  the  rendezvous  at 
Newbuiyport,  distant  thirty  miles  from  Boston.  Ogden  ftod 
others  of  Burr's  acqii.iintance  were  conveyed  to  Newbnryport 
in  carriages;  but  Burr,  accompanied  by  four  or  five  stoot  fel 
lows  whom  he  had  equipped  at  his  own  expense,  shouldered 
bis  knapsack  and  mai'chcd  the  whole  dist.tnce. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  Uncle  Timothy  had  heard  of  his  an 
manageal>le  ward's  intention,  and  loving  the  lad  none  the  leu  fei 
the  trouble  he  had  given  him,  dis|>iitched  a  messenger,  post 
haste,  to  bring  the  fugitive  back,  peaceably  if  he  could,  fbrcibi} 
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if  he  must.  The  messenger  conveyed  to  Burr  a  letter  from 
his  unde  commanding  his  return,  and  a  whole  budget  of  epis- 
tles from  other  friends,  setting  forth  the  horror  of  the  contem- 
plated march,  and  imploring  him  to  give  it  up.  "  You  will 
€?ie,"  wrote  a  young  physician  of  his  acquaintance,  "  I  know 
you  will  die  in  the  undertaking ;  it  is  impossible  for  you  to  en- 
dure the  fatigue."  Upon  reading  his  uncle's  peremptory  let- 
ter, he  looked  coolly  up  at  the  messenger,  and  said  :  "  Suppose 
I  refuse  to  go,  how  do  you  expect  to  take  me  back  ?  If  you 
were  to  attempt  it  by  force,  I  would  have  you  hung  up  in  ten 
minutes."  The  messenger  paused  a  moment ;  then  gave  him 
a  second  letter  from  his  uncle,  upon  opening  which  Burr  dis- 
covered a  remittance  in  gold.  In  this  letter  his  uncle  used 
entreaties  only.  It  was  full  of  the  most  affectionate  and  en- 
dearing expressions,  depicted  the  inevitable  miseries  of  such 
a  march,  and  the  grief  that  would  afflict  his  family  if  he  should 
fall.  Burr  was  moved — his  feelings,  but  not  his  resolution. 
Tears  tilled  his  eyes  as  he  read  this  letter,  but  he  could  not 
now  retire  from  a  scheme  in  which  his  heait,  and,  as  he  sup- 
posed, his  honor,  was  embarked.  He  told  his  uncle  so  in  re- 
spectful and  tender  language,  thanking  him  for  the  care  he 
had  taken  of  his  childhood,  and  explaining  why  he  could  not 
in  this  instance  comply  with  his  desire.  The  messenger  de- 
parted, and  the  young  soldier  rushed  upon  his  destiny. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  the  troops,  eleven  hundred  in 
number,  embarked  at  Newburyport,  in  eleven  transports ;  and, 
sailing  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kennebec,  found  provided  for 
them  there,  two  hundred  light  batteaux,  suitable  for  ascend- 
ing the  river.  In  a  few  days  the  little  army  had  gone  by  the 
last  outpost  of  civilization,  and  was  working  its  way  through 
a  wilderness  of  which  enough  still  exists  to  show  the  adven- 
turous tourist  what  it  must  have  been  before  the  foot  of  civil- 
ized man  had  trodden  it.  It  was  a  wonderful,  an  unparalleled 
march ;  one  that  American  troops,  native  to  the  wilderness, 
alone  could  have  achieved.  For  thirty-two  days  they  saw  no 
trace  of  the  presence  of  human  beings.  Not  once  or  twice 
merely,  but  thirUj  times^  or  more,  the  boats,  with  all  iheir  con- 
tents, ammunition,  provisions,  and  sick  men,  hud  to  be  carried 


Iiy  main  strtingth,  nround  iiijiiila  nnil  (nlh,  over  bigh  3iic1  pre* 
uipiioas  iiills,  acioiia  wMe  tnarahfis — until,  nfVnr  U>il,  utnirr 
which  a  ipnili  of  lIio  a.rmy  aauk,  and  tVom  nhich  Another  toith 
ran  away,  tlu>  ln>;im  n-ere  launc-Jti.'il  int"  thcDi-tid  rivi-r,  nli<-ni 
a  siidiieii  flood  ilanhud  to  pieces  tuany  of  t!i«  bonta,  unH  de- 
stroyed one  liiiir  of  tliu  pn>vi.*ii>riH.  Thuii,  nil  the  horrors  of 
Btanatiop  threatened  the  devotpd  band.  In  n  few  dnyM  mnnr, 
th«y  were  rt-diicfd  to  live  upon  doffs  and  reptUes ;  and.  at 
length,  to  dtivour  tlis  leather  of  llivir  tAioo^  aitd  enrlrideis 
boxi^H,  and  any  thing,  howover  loailisotne,  wlik^i  contnin«4 
tliD  smallcKt  nuliiinerit.  Il  was  tifly  daya  atlor  leaving:  New. 
bitryport,  W<>r<'  Arnold,  with  the  losx  of  exactly  lialf  liit 
force,  mw  the  iicii^lits  of  Qiipboc.  llo  had  brought  fiis  gallant 
artiiy  tax  handtvil  miles  thruu^h  a  hideous  wildorneM. 

Tho  Htudenl,  lired  ill  ooinparativo  luxury,  who  bjid  coma 
from  a  sick  bed  to  eiiGoiii)t<>r  lliesu  faligrii-H  and  privaiionn, 
bore  them  an  well  as  any  laait  of  hu  purty.  During  ttiu  Itntt 
daya  in  l\w  wildernesw,  tlie  wcMther  was  the  mort.  delij;lilfid  of 
the  Indian  miinmvr,  mid  Burr,  with  his  frii.'Tid»  OpUn.  Wil- 
kinson, Sainncl  S]iriii<r  (clinplain  to  tlie  cor])s),  Dearborn, 
Ward,  ami  (ilhi'rs,  spi'd  alonj;  tlironj;h  the  woods,  abreast  of 
till'  Imats,  lUfn-ily  ennnp;!!.  IJi'fore  (he  rains  set  in,  and  the 
provisions  ran  low,  jiu  had  more  than  ro,<rained  his  wonted 
vi;,'or;  and  in  the  tryinjr  time  thai  snecfcdod,  his  habit  ao- 
qniri'd  in  uollc^e,  of  living  upon  a  very  small  quantity  of  food, 
stood  him  in  ^ood  stead.  His  liardihood  and  quick  hi^pfal- 
iiess  nttmcted  jrcnei-al  admiration  among  the  trooiw.  His  skill 
in  the  mana[;ement  of  a  boat  was  partieularly  nsefid  in  shoot- 
ing thy  rapids,  and  ho  was  otiin  the  hehnsman  of  the  lioat  in 
llie  van  of  his  divisiim.  All  his  vigilance,  however,  did  not 
s:ive  him,  one  billerly  cold  day,  from  a  sad  mishap.  Ho  was 
rnnning  some  rapids  in  the  Dead  river,  when  he  obset^-ed  the 
men  on  shore  nmking  violent  gestures,  but  for  what  purjK>8e, 
ncithi'r  ho  nor  his  crew  could  divine.  In  a  fvw  minutes  th« 
rapids  became  swilliM-,  and  the  boat  was  precipitated  over  a 
fiill  twenty  feet  high,  One  poor  fellow  was  drowned,  half  th« 
baggage  w.aa  lost,  and  Burr  himself  reached  the  shore  only 
with  the  greatest  diflicnlty.     In  all  w.ays,  on  this  terrible  ex- 
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pedition,  as  his  companions  for  fifty  yeaiii  afterward  were  at  all 
times  delighted  to  testify,  he  bore  himself  like  a  man,  a  sol- 
iUer,  and  a  true  comrade.  It  was  very  hard  to  make  any  man 
think  ill  of  Aaron  Burr  who  was  with  him  then. 

Colonel  Arnold,  the  commander  of  the  expedition,  gave  him 
a  proof  of  his  confidence  by  intrusting  him  with  a  mission  of 
great  difficulty.  As  the  force  aj)proached  Quebec,  it  became 
a  matter  of  the  first  importance  to  communicate  with  General 
Montgomery  at  Montreal ;  i)articuhirly  :is  Arnold's  diminished 
numbers  might  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  act  against  the 
place  without  the  general's  cooperation.  To  Burr  was  con- 
fided the  task  of  conveying,  alone,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  through  an  enemy's  country,  a  verbal  message  from 
Arnold,  informing  Montgomery  of  his  arrival,  and  of  his 
plans. 

In  performing  this  duty,  the  young  soldier  gave  the  first 
striking  ]>roof  of  his  tact  an(t  address.  Knowing  that  the 
French  population  had  never  become  reconciled  to  British 
rule,  and  that  the  Catholic  clergy  especially  abhorred  it,  he 
assumed  the  garb  and  bearing  of  a  young  priest,  and  went 
directly  to  a  religious  house  near  the  camp,  and  sought  an 
inter\iew  with  its  chief.  Burr's  Latin  was  still  fresh  in  his 
memory ;  and  as  he  luckily  knew  French  enough  to  enable  him 
to  pronounce  Latin  in  the  French  manner,  he  had  little  dilli- 
culty  in  conversing  with  th<;  venerable  priest,  to  whose  presence 
he  was  conducted.  A  few  minutes  sufficed  to  show  the  young 
diplomatist  that  he  had  found  the  man  he  had  need  of,  and  ho 
at  once  frankly  avowed  his  real  character,  and  asked  the  aid  of 
the  clerical  order  in  the  prosecution  of  his  journey.  The  priest 
gazed  at  the  stripling  with  astonishment.  He  thought  iiim  a 
boy,  and  told  him  it  was  impossible  for  one  of  his  tender  years 
to  perform  a  journey  so  long  and  so  beset  with  danger.  Find- 
ing that  the  purpose  of  the  young  gentleman  was  irrevocable, 
iind  that  he  was  more  of  a  man  than  his  appearance  betokened, 
he  gave  him  a  trusty  guide,  and  one  of  the  rude  carriages  of 
the  country.  From  one  religious  liiinily  to  another  the  guide 
conveyed  him  in  perfect  safety,  and  with  such  comfort  as  made 
the  j<»urney  seem  a  holiday  excursion  compared  with  the  recent 
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maruli  through  the  wi]derTio§e.  Only  once-  was  lii;i  prof^ren 
interniiited.  At  Three  Rivera  the  (j^uidu  limiiil  llie  [i«opla 
excited  by  rumors  of  Arnolil's  iiiTival,  aiid  Uic  mithiiriUu!  on 
the  alert  to  j>i'L'veiitooininiiniuition  between  the  wo  Anieritatl 
commanders.  Tlie  guide,  aware  thnt  hiu  neck  vfwt  lu  ilaiiger, 
rcifiiaiid  to  pro^^ceil  further,  nttd  urged  Burr  to  Ifty  by  till  thn 
excitement  had  in  some  degree  subaided.  Concluding  that  to 
be  the  most  prudent  uom'se,  he  \rm  com.'fiak-d  for  ihii'u  dnVii 
in  the  convent  at  Three  Rivers;  at  the  itx|)inttion  nf  which 
tlie  guide  was  wilting  to  go  forward.  They  reached  Mon- 
treal without  t'lii'ther  detention  or  alarm,  liuri'  rcjmircd  nt 
once  to  Montgnme-r}"8  head-quartere,  gave  the  information 
with  whiuh  he  was  charged,  and  narratt^d  his  advitnturvs. 
Tli)it  gnllant  and  princHly  Iiiahmau  wha  ho  charniod  witK 
Bnn'ii  address  and  daring,  that  he  reqaceti>d  him,  on  the  spot, 
to  accept  a  piaee  on  his  staff,  A  few  days  after.  Burr  was 
formally  announced  as  the  gAicral'K  aid-de-camp,  with  tlm 
rank  of  caplmn. 

It  was  now  near  the  end  of  November,  the  ground  was 
covei-cd  with  snow,  and  the  severe  Canadian  winter  had  aet  in 
with  its  tisnal  rigor.  But  Montgomery,  without  a  moment's 
hesitation,  and  with  only  the  delay  necessary  for  preparaUon, 
put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  force  of  three  hundred  men,  and 
marched,  through  a  Buccession  of  blinding  snow  storms,  lo 
join  Arnold's  troops  who  were  shivering  under  the  heights  ot 
Quebec.  Ai'iiold  had  already  made  an  attempt  npon  the  city, 
and  tuii/ht  have  carried  it  and  won  undying  lionore,  and  tamed 
the  course  of  I'evolutionary  history,  but  tor  the  treason  of  an 
Iixlian  to  whom  he  had  given  letters  for  General  Sohnyler, 
but  who  conveyed  them  and  news  of  the  expedition,  to  the 
British  commandant! 

Soon  aflcr  Montgomery's  arrival,  a  council  of  war  was  held, 
.It  which  Bun-  and  Ogden  were  both  present,  and  it  was  de- 
termined to  make  an  attempt  to  take  the  place  by  assault.  To 
Captain  Burr,  at  his  own  request,  was  assigned  the  command 
of  a  tiirlorn  hope  of  forty  men,  whom  he  forthwith  selected, 
and  began  to  drill.  lie  censed  hiddera  to  be  made,  and  exer- 
dsed  Ilia  men  in  using  them,  until,  burdened  with  all  tfaw 
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eqiiipmerits,  they  could  mount  the  ladders  with  great  agility 
in  the  darkest  night.  During  those  two  weeks  of  preparation, 
he  was  ail  activity.  His  soul  was  in  arms.  Every  night,  when 
all  but  the  sentinels  slept,  he  was  under  those  heights  where  so 
much  glory  has  been  won,  familiarizing  his  eye  with  every 
feature  of  the  scene,  and  weighing  all  the  obstacles  to  the 
ascent.  Upon  the  plan  of  assault  originally  proposed,  parts  of 
%vhich  Burr  had  himself  suggested,  and  for  the  execution  of 
which  he  had  made  his  surveys  and  preparations,  he  felt  con- 
fident of  success.  But  at  a  late  day,  that  plan,  for  reasons  not 
certainly  known,  w^as  changed  ;  a  circumsStance  to  which  Burr 
always  attributed  the  disastrous  failure  of  the  assault. 

The  atta(;k,  it  was  agreed  at  the  council  of  war,  should 
take  place  at  night,  and  in  a  snow-storm.  By  the  20th  of 
December  the  preparations  were  complete,  and  nightly  the 
little  army  awaited  the  signal,  and  the  sentinel  watched  the 
heavens  for  signs  of  the  gathipring  storm.  The  weather  was 
bitterly  cold  ;  the  small-pox  was  making  fearful  ravages  among 
the  troops;  there  was  no  hope  of  an  alleviation  to  their  suffer- 
ings but  in  capturing  the  fortress-crowned  heights  above 
them.  The  last  night  of  the  year  17T5  had  come,  and  a  bril- 
liant moon,  when  the  patriot  army  retired  to  rest,  w.as  flood- 
ing with  light  the  fields  of  snow,  the  ice-batteries,  the  town, 
and  the  lotty  citadel.  No  one  exi)ected  to  be  aroused  that 
night  by  the  familiar  signal.  But,  at  midnight,  the  heavens 
became  suddenly  overcast,  and  a  north-easterly  snow-storm,  of 
nnusual  violence,  came  driving  over  the  scene.  The  general 
was  roused.  At  a  glance  he  saw  that  the  hour  had  come,  and 
gave  the  order  for  the  troops  to  get  under  arms.  Burr  as- 
Msted  in  communicating  the  order  to  the  divisions,  and  soon 
had  his  storming-party  in  readiness  to  move.  By  personal  in- 
spection, by  the  touch  of  his  own  hand,  he  assured  himself 
that  the  men  under  his  immediate  direction  were  equipped  as 
he  had  determined  they  should  be  on  the  decisive  night.  By 
two  o'clock  the  men  had  been  carefully  inspected,  and  were 
ready  to  march  to  the  points  whence  they  were  to  assault  tho 
town.  About  nine  hundred  men  answered  to  their  names 
that  mommg     They  were  divided  into  four  parties,  only  two 
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of  wLich  were  (I<.-<rigned  to  figlit ;  tlie  atliern  wci-e  lo  rructrml 
the  garrison  by  luints  at  places  remote  from  the  scene  of  «>• 
rioiis  nltnek.  One  of  tlie  figting-parlie*  waa  led  by  Ai-no1<] ; 
tlie  other,  in  s])itG  of  the  remonatmnc'es  of  Burr  iind  utbtrr*  iri 
tile  general's  fitmily,  was  coniiudiided  by  Montgomery,  wbow 
towering  form  H]>pear«d  at  tlie  head  of  the  ooluinii.  At  four 
o'clock,  the  divisions  had  renched  their  designated  }io»ts.  At 
five  tlie  signal  of  attack  wns  given,  and  the  chilled  saliliiin, 
imjiatient  to  move,  began  the  naccnt  through  the  uiow-driftt, 
and  in  the  teeth  of  the  ^torm. 

Cij]itain  Burr  marched  aide  by  side  willi  his  general  nt  thn 
head  of  the  division,  as  il  hnrried  along  the  St.  Lawrence  lo 
the  defenses  under  Cape  Ctumond.  These  were  well  IsDnirn 
.to  the  vigilant  aid-de-camp.  First,  the  atUc.kiiig  party  camo 
Hjion  a  row  of  piulccte,  which  the  general,  with  his  own  hnndfi, 
assisted  to  cut  away.  Fusliing  on  throtigh  the  anow  luid 
darkness,  they  reached,  a  few  ^aces  beyond,  a  aeoonil  row  of  - 
pickets,  behind  which  was  a  square,  two-story  block-hoiuw, 
loop-holed  above  for  musketry,  and  pierced  below  for  two 
twelve-pounders,  which,  charjjed  with  grape,  comm.inded  the 
narrow  goige  np  which  "an  enemy  must  advance.  It  was  not 
till  the  Americana  had  begun  to  remove  the  second  row  of 
pickets,  that  the  British  guard  became  aware  of  the  presence 
of  an  enemy.  Delivering  one  ineffectual  fire,  they  fled  to  the 
block-house,  and  coniinunieating  their  terror  to  the  paiiv 
within,  who  were  mostly  sailors  and  militia,  the  whole  body 
fled  without  once  discharging  the  cannon.  Bnt  their  [uuiie, 
unfortunately,  was  not  perceived  by  the  Ainerieanfi,  and  a  do- 
lay,  short  but  fatal,  occurred.  Ma.ssea  of  ice,  left  oti  the  win- 
ter subsidence  of  the  river,  obstructed  the  ascent,  and  several 
minutes  elapsed  before  a  siifficieut  number  of  men  could  ulara- 
bcr  over  these  and  form  within  the  second  picket  to  ntiadt 
the  block-house.  In  smoothing  the  palhway,  the  j^'eneral  Liin- 
stlf  tugged  at  the  great  blocks  of  ice  with  furious  energy.  At 
length,  two  hundred  men  were  formed  in  column.  The  gen- 
eral was  at  its  head,  as  before.  Burr  was  at  his  side.  Two 
other  aids,  an  orderly  sergeant,  and  a  French  gnidi;,  com- 
doted  the  group  in  advance,    "Push  on,  brave  bu}'s,  Qnobeo 
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is  ours,"  cried  Montgomery,  as  the  column  began  to  move  up 
the  ascent.  On  they  marched  to  within  forty  paces  of  the 
block-house.  At  that  moment,  a  sailor  who  had  fled  from  his 
post,  surprised  that  the  Americans  did  not  advance,  ventured 
back  to  discover  the  reason.  Through  one  of  the  port-holes 
of  the  block-house  he  saw  the  advancing  party,  and  turned  to 
run  away  again  ;  but,  as  he  turned,  he  performed  an  act  which 
decided  the  fortunes  of  the  day,  and  gave  Canada  back  again 
to  Britain.  He  touched  off  one  of  those  grape-charged  can- 
non. 

Forward  fell  the  majestic  form  of  aVIontgomery,  never  to 
rise  again.  Down  went  two  of  his  aids,  mortally  wounded. 
The  orderly  sergeant,  too,  never  saw  daylight  again.  Every 
man  that  marched  in  front  of  the  column,  except  Captain  Burr 
and  the  guide,  were  struck  down  to  deatli  by  the  discharge  of 
that  twelve-pounder.  The  day  was  just  dawning,  and  the  sol- 
diers were  soon  aware  of  the  whole  extent  of  the  catastrophe. 
The  column  halted  and  wavered.  The  command  fell  into 
incompetent  hands.  Priceless  minutes  were  lost  in  those  con 
Sftltations  by  which  cowardice  loves  to  hide  its  trepidation. 
At  that  critical  time,  when  all  but  the  staunchest  hearts'  gave 
way,  Burr  was  as  cool,  as  determined,  as  eager  to  go  for- 
ward, as  at  the  most  exultant  moment  of  the  advance.  He 
was  vehement,  almost  to  the  point  of  mutiny,  in  urging  a  re- 
newal of  the  attack.  "  When  dismay  and  consternation  uni- 
versally prevailed,"  testifies  Captain  Richard  Piatt,  who  com- 
manded a  New  York  company,  among  the  most  advanced  in 
the  column  of  attack,  "  Burr  animated  the  troops,  and  made 
many  efforts  to  lead  them  on,  and  stimulated  them  to  enter 
the  lower  town  ;  and  might  have  succeeded,  but  for  the  posi- 
tive order  of  the  commanding  officer  for  the  troops  to  retreat." 
There  was  small  need  of  order  to  that  effect.  The  enemy  re- 
turned to  the  block-house,  and  opened  fire  on  the  assailants. 
The  retreat  soon  became  a  precipitate  and  disorderly  flight. 

It  was  then  that  our  young  aid-de-camp  made  a  noble 
display  of  courage  and  fidelity ;  improving  the  opportunity 
which  the  brave  kijow  how  to  snatch  from  the  teeth  of  disas- 
ter.   There  lay  the  body  of  his  general  in  its  snowy  shroud. 
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Down  the  steep,  over  ttie  blocks  of  ice  an<l  drifis  of  mow,  u^l 
along  ilie  river's  bank,  liia  eoiiiriides  wore  flying  in  iiiflgrac*fiil 
paTiic.  From  tbc  bluck-hniisi>,  tlie  eiiLnny  wi.'i'e  b(-};irmin^  tu 
issue  in  pursuit.  The  tiuthf'ul  aul,  a  boy  in  ettttiirs,  (exerting  all 
hia  Btrengtti,  hllpil  the  general's  enperbly-pi-oportioned  body 
npon  his  shonliioi's,  and  riui  with  it  down  the  fjorgv,  up  L»  hi9 
knees  iu  snow,  the  eueniy  only  i'oity  pKccB  behind  tiiin.  Ijiirr'f 
gallantry  on  thin  occasion,  too,  had  a  witueB<i.  Samuel  Spiiuj;, 
his  college  friend,  the  chnplnm  to  the  ex|it:dilionary  forue:,  was 
near  the  head  of  the  iigsaulting  column  on  this  eventful  mora- 
ing,  and  was  one  of  the  last  to  l^ave  Uie  scene  of  action.  U 
lias  liis  friendly  eyes  lliat  Raw  "  little  Burr,"  in  the  snowy  dim- 
ness of  the  dawn,  hurrying  away  before  the  enemy,  and  stag- 
gering nndcr  his  glorious  load.  The  chances  of  war  svparal«d 
those  two  fliendrt  there  and  then.  From  that  hour,  for  fifty 
years,  the  reverend  chaplain  never  saw  the  fnco  of  Aaron  Burr. 
But  the  yicture  was  indeliWy  imprinted  upon  }iU  infinniy.  and 

his  love,  after  that  lapse  of  time,  wlien  it  required  some  miin- 
liness  in  a  clergyman  eien  to  accost  Aaroit  Burr,  and  when 
Spring's  own  son,  moi'e  worldly  wise,  besought  the  old  clergy- 
man not  to  see  the  man  who  liad  "  lost  caste ."'  But  to  ooo' 
elude  the  adventure.  "  Little  Buir"  eonld  not  long  austun  the 
burden.  He  reeled  along  with  it  till  tlie  enemy  were  cloee 
behind  him  ;  when,  to  avoid  captui-e,  he  was  compelled  to 
drop  the  body  in  the  snow  again,  and  hasten  after  the  flying 

Burr's  behavior  on  this  decLsive  day  won  him  great  diatino- 
ticn,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  his  fortune.  His  pnuses  were 
warmly  repeated  among  the  troops,  with  whom  he  had  befon 
been  a  favorite.  Uis  extreme  youtii,  his  singular  coolness  Mid 
tnct,  the  ecl&t  attaclied  to  his  position  as  a  gentleman  volnn- 
teer,  his  quick  intelligence  and  courteous  manners  all  conspired 
to  win  the  regard  of  those  rustic  soldiers.  Fourteen  days 
after  the  assault,  the  news  of  its  failure  reached  the  lower 
provinces  of  Now  England  and  struck  dismay  to  the  heart  of 
the  moat  hopeful.  But  the  brilliant  deeds  of  valor  which  had 
marked  the  wholn  course  of  the  expedition  were  a  oonsolatioB 
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to  the  struggling  patriots,  who  listened  with  greedy  ears  to 
the  wondrous  story  ;  and  while  the  headlong  courage  and  in- 
domitable perseverance  of  Arnold,  the  chivalric  gallantry 
of  Montgomery,  the  desperate  bravery  of  Morgan,  all  had 
tlieir  due  of  praise  and  reward,  the  romantic  exploits  of  the 
boy  aid-de-carap  who  bore  his  general's  body  from  the  enemy's 
fire  were  not  forgotten.  Ogden,  soon  after  the  action,  went 
home  with  dispatches,  and  told  his  friends,  told  Congress,  told 
General  Washington,  of  "  little  Burr's"  bravery ;  and  back  to 
Quebec  came  a  budget  of  congratulatory  letters.  It  is  pleas- 
ant to  see  how  glad  and  proud  Burr's  young  friends  were  that 
he  had  won  distinction.  His  sister,  who  had  passed  many 
weeks  of  agonizing  suspense  without  any  news  of  him  what- 
ever, liearing  now,  at  once,  of  his  safety  and  his  glory,  was  in 
ecstacies  of  pride  and  delight. 

The  American  forces  remained  about  Quebec  till  the  spring, 
annoying  the  garrison  as  best  they  could,  and  not  without 
hope  of  starving  it  into  a  surrender.  Arnold,  who  had  been 
wounded  in  the  assault,  was  again  the  officer  in  command,  and 
appointed  Burr  to  the  post  of  brigade  major.  Burr,  however, 
was  not  an  admirer  of  the  turbulent  and  daring  apothecary. 
Arnold  had  an  absurd  idea  of  taunting  and  defying  the  enemy 
by  parading  the  troops  in  sight  of  the  fortress,  and  by  sending 
letters  demanding  its  surrender,  practices  most  repugnant  to 
the  practical  mind  of  Burr.  A  letter  of  this  description  Ar- 
nold desired  Major  Burr  to  convey  to  the  British  commander. 
He  demanded  to  know  its  contents,  and  upon  Arnold's  object- 
ing, offered  to  resign  his  post,  but  refused,  point-blank,  to  car- 
ry a  letter  of  which  he  knew  not  the  purport.  Arnold  then 
Rhowed  him  the  letter,  which  demanded  a  surrender  of  the 
fortress,  and  was  couched  in  what  Burr  deemed  most  arrogant 
and  insulting  language.  He  still  declined  to  be  the  bearer 
of  such  a  missive,  and  predicted  that  whoever  should  deliver 
it  would  meet  only  with  contempt  and  derision.  Arnold  sent 
it  by  another  officer,  who  was  treated  precisely  as  Burr  had 
anticipated. 

In  the  spring,  the  Americans  had  to  retreat  before  the  new 
array  under  Burgoyne.    They  remained  a  short  time  at  Mont- 
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real,  where  Burr's  diflUke  to  Arnold  incrcneed  to  RUt^h  a  dO;)  I 
gree  that  he  dcterniiQed  to  leave  bim  and  ssmk  moro  nclite  J 
servioe  nearer  home.     Even  on  the  march  through  iho  wildot^J 
□ess,  he  thought  Arnold  had  not  shared  the  jirirutiuus  of  L 
troope  as  he  ought ;  and  now,  when  the  rusourcws  of  a  tuini 
wore  at  liis  connnaiid,  Burr  was  thoroughly  difgustod  with  tlx) 
general's  all-oxactiug  meanness.    "  Arnold,"  Burr  used  to  aay, 
"  U  a  perfect  madmiiti  in  the  excitements  of  buttle,  and  is  reoiAj^tj 
for  any  deeds  of  valor ;  but  he  has  not  a  particle  of  n 
courage.     He  is  utterly  iin]imicipk'd,  and  has  no  love  of  contK 
try  or  self-respect  to  guide  liini.     lie  is  not  to  t>e  trusted  iuiy«  1 
where  but  under  tlio  eye  of  a  HUperior." 

On  reaching  the  river  Sorel,  Major  Burr  informed  AraoH' J 
of  hia  delemiinntion  to  leave,  Arnold,  not  in  the  best  bncnoi^  ■ 
objected.     With  the  utmost  suavity  of  manner,  Burrsoid, 

"Sir,  I  have  a  boat  in  readiness;  I  have  employed  four  diA-  , 
charged  soldiers  to  row  me,  and  I  start  from  such  a  {rointy 
{naming  it)  at  si.t  o'clock  to-morrow  momirg." 

Whi'n'upon  Arnold  angrily  forbade  his  departure,  and  Burr, 
ill  the  blandest  tone,  reiterated  his  determination.  In  the 
morning,  as  the  young  soldier  was  about  tu  step  into  his  boat, 
he  saw  Arnold  approaching. 

"  Why,  Major  Burr,  you  are  not  going?"  said  he. 

"  I  am,  sir,"  was  the  reply. 

"  But,"  said  Arnold,  "  you  know  it  is  against  my  orders," 

"  I  know,"  rejoined  Burr,  "  that  you  have  the  power  to 
stop  me,  but  nothing  short  of  force  shall  dn  it." 

Upon  this,  Arnold  changed  his  tone,  and  tiled  to  persuade  hia 
efficient  brigade-major  to  remain.  In  a  few  minutes,  Buit 
stepped  into  his  boat,  wished  the  general  good-by  and  good 
fortune,  and  was  rowed  away  without  hinderance.  As  a  volun- 
teer,  who  had  rcm.iined  with  the  corps  as  long  as  there  was 
danger  to  be  ficed  or  fatigue  to  be  undergone.  Burr,  disci))- 
linarian  as  he  was,  felt  that  he  bad  a  right  to  leave.  Arnold's 
unwillingness  to  let  him  go  arose  from  the  fact  that  a  compe- 
tent brigade-major  relieves  a  general  from  all  the  details  of 
command  ;  as  much  so  as  a  good  mate  the  captain  of  a  ship. 
To  a  man  of  Aniold's  sclfindulgcnt  habits,  an  officer  lika 
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Burr,  of  sleepless  vigilance,   and   of  activity  that  nothing 
could  lire,  was  a  most  important  acquisition. 

On  the  Sorel,  an  incident  occurred  which  frightened  Burr's 
oarsmen,  and  still  more  a  young  trader  with  whom  he  shared 
the  boat.  As  the  boat  rounded  a  point,  there  suddenly  came 
into  view  a  large  brick  house,  with  loopholes  for  the  discharge 
of  musketry,  and  an  Indian  warrior,  in  full  costume,  stand- 
ing at  the  door.  The  crew  were  for  instant  retreat,  but  Burr 
seeing  that  they  were  already  far  within  rifle-shot,  ordered 
them  to  go  on.  At  this,  the  passenger,  in  a  rage  of  terror,  at- 
tempted to  prevent  the  soldiers  from  rowing ;  but  Burr,  draw- 
ing a  pistol,  declared  he  would  shoot  him  if  he  interfered,  and 
directed  the  men  to  row  straight  toward  the  portentous  edifice. 

"  I  will  go  up  to  the  house,"  he  added,  "  and  we  shall  soon 
learn  who  they  are." 

Before  the  boat  reached  the  land,  the  Indians  came  swarm- 
ing from  the  house,  and  presented  an  appearance  as  alarming 
as  picturesque.  Burr  sprang  ashore,  walked  toward  them, 
and  soon  had  the  pleasure  of  learning  that  they  were  peace- 
fully disposed.  In  a  few  minutes  he  caused  to  be  brought  on 
shore  a  keg  of  whisky,  which  put  the  Indians  into  the  high- 
est good  humor,  and  they  parted  excellent  friends. 

On  reaching  Albany,  Burr  learned  that  his  services  in 
Canada  had  greatly  pleased  the  commander-in-chief.  Upon 
Ogden's  visit  to  Philadelphia  with  dispatches,  he  had  been  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Reed  that  there  was  a  vacancy  on  the  staff  of 
General  Washington,  to  which  he  shouhl  be  glad  to  recom- 
mend him.  Ogden  replied,  that  he  preferred  more  active  ser 
vire,  and  proceeded  to  use  all  his  eloquence  and  interest  in 
procurmg  the  staff  appointment  for  his  friend  Burr.  To  Gen- 
eral Washington  himself  he  extolled  Burr's  gallantry  and 
talent  with  all  the  warmth  of  the  most  devoted  friendship, 
and  he  soon  had  the  delight  of  conveying  to  his  friend  a  mes 
sage  from  the  general. 

"General  Wasliington,"  he  wrote,  "desires  me  to  inform 
you  that  he  will  provide  for  you,  and  that  he  ex])ects  you  will 
come  to  him  immediately,  and  stay  in  his  family.     You  will 
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DOW  want  TOtii-  horso,"  added  Ogden;  "I  have  sold  him,  a 
Bppnl  the  mono}',"  otc 

The  lettei-,  of  which  thie  i*  a  pait,  jiasscd  Burr  mi  tiis  n 
to  New  York ;  it  was  from  other  fntiids  that  ho  fii'»l  h(-ard  4 
General  WashiiigtoQ^  invitnlinn.  So  louj^  a  peiiod  bad  etap« 
(tince  he  liad  heiird  from  Ogdcn,  that  he  hcgan  to  lliiiife  tlli^ 
gentleman  must  hnveforgoUen,  amid  the  multittitio  of  his  i\«f 
friends,  the  compHiiion,  ihe  hrulhur,  of  his  youth.  And  while 
Ogden  was  exulting  nt  the  BUccew  of  his  friendly  endeavors, 
Barr  was  Inmetiting  hix  apparent  faitlilowness  and  neglect. 
He  wrote  him  a  letter,  npbr^uding  him  in  terms  amusing  Hff 
their  young-maiiiali  severity  and  tuflineaa.  He  dealt  Jiomattfy 
with  him. 

"  There  ia  in  man,"  aaid  BiUT,  "acertain  lovo  ofnovHty; 
a  fondness  of  variety  (useful  within  projK'r  Hmlte),  which  in- 
fluences more  or  less  in  almost  every  aet  iif  lifo.  New  vicwM, 
new  laws,  new  friendt,  have  each  their  uharm.  TraJy  givat 
must  be  the  soul,  and  firm  almost  hoyond  iho  weakiie-w  of 
humanity,  lliat  can  withstand  the  smiles  of  fortnne.  Success, 
promotion,  the  caresses  of  the  great,  and  the  flatteriea  of  the 
low,  aie  sometimes  fatal  to  the  nohlcst  minds.  The  volatile 
become  an  easy  prey.  The  fickle  heart,  tiptoe  with  joy,  as 
from  an  eminence,  views  with  contempt  ita  former  joya,  con- 
nections, and  pursml8.  A  new  taste  contracted,  seeks  com- 
panions suited  to  itself.  But  pleasures  easiest  tasted,  thongh 
perhaps  at  first  of  higher  glee,  arc  soonest  past,  and,  the  more 
they  are  relied  upon,  leave  the  severer  sling  behind.  One 
cloudy  day  doKpoils  the  glow-worm  of  all  its  glitter.  Should 
fortune  ever  frown  upon  yon.  Matt. ;  should  those  you  now 
call  friends  forsake  you ;  should  the  clouds  gather  force  on 
every  side,  and  thieatcn  to  hurst  uiKin  you,  think  then  tipon 
the  man  who  never  betrayed  you ;  rely  on  the  sincerity  you 
never  found  to  fail ;  and  if  my  heart,  my  life,  and  my  fortune 
can  assist  you,  it  is  yours." 

Upon  the  receipt  of  Ogden's  letter,  Binr  saw  his  error, 
and  all  was  well  again  between  the  two  fnends.  Ogden,  in- 
deed, loved  Aaron  Burr  with  an  unusual  aflcction.  In  the 
very  letter  wbieh  told  Burr  of  General  Washington's  favor, 
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Ogden  mentioned  that  he  had  recently  gone  out  of  his  way 
in  the  hope  of  meeting  him,  and  declared  that  his  failure 
to  do  so  was  the  greatest  disappointment  he  had  ever  experi- 
enced. 

In  May,  1776,  Major  Burr  reported  himself  in  New  York 
to  General  Washington,  who  at  once  invited  him  to  reside  in 
his  family  until  a  suitable  appointment  could  be  procured  for 
him.  The  commander-in-chief  was  residing  at  Richmond  Hill, 
then  about  two  miles  from  the  city,  on  the  banks  of  the  Uud- 
Bon,  in  a  mansion  which  was  afterward  Burr's  own  country 
seat.  It  was  a  delightful  al^ode,  say  the  old  chroniclers ;  tlie 
grounds  extending  down  to  the  river,  and  the  neighborhood 
adorned  with  groves,  gardens,  ponds,  and  villas.* 

Burr,  with  alacrity,  accepted  General  Washington's  invita- 
tion, and  went  immedtatoly  to  reside  at  head-quarters.  For 
about  six  weeks,  he  sat  at  the  general's  table,  occasionally 
rode  out  with  him,  and  performed  some  of  the  duties  of  aid- 
de-camp.  Long  before  the  expiration  of  even  that  short 
period,  he  became  so  disgusted  with  his  situation,  that  in  one 
of  his  letters  to  Governor  Hancock,  his  own  and  his  father's 
friend,  he  talked  seriously  of  retiring  from  the  service.  Han- 
cock dissuaded  him,  and  offered  to  procure  him  the  appoint- 
ment of  aid  to  General  Putnam,  then  quartered  in  the 
city.  Burr  consented,  and  in  July  took  up  his  abode  with 
Putnam  at  the  comer  of  Broadway  and  the  Battery,  where 
also  Mrs.  Putnam  lived  and  kept  her  daughters  busy  s})inning 
flax  to  help  supj)ly  the  soldiers  with  shirts.  In  this  homely, 
noble  scene.  Burr  was  perfectly  contented ;  and  as  aid  to  the 
general  employed  in  fortifying  the  city,  he  found  the  active 
employment  ho  had  desired.  "My  good  old  general,"  he 
was  wont  to  stylo  the  soft-hearted,  tough,  indomitable  wolt- 
killer. 

Of  the  minor  events  of  Burr's  life,  none  contributed  more 

•  The  Rito  of  tho  old  mansioQ  is  now  the  corner  of  Charlton  and  Varick 
Btreets.  Twenty  yesira  ago,  a  part  of  the  hoaso  was  still  standing,  and  served 
•s  a  low  drinking  phop.  The  vicinity,  so  enchanting  in  IBurr's  day,  presents 
at  this  time  a  dreary  scene  of  shabby  ungentility,  as  passengers  by  tho  Sixth 
Avenue  cars  have  an  opportunity  of  observmg. 
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to  tbe  odium  wliiob  finally  gatliered  round  his  nams  ttiM 
tliU  abrupt  deparmre  from  tliu  fitmily  of  General  Wa^JiingUwi. 
It  oHen  happen<i,  in  the  case  of  iiii'n  n-ipL-ctuig  whtiin  ihe 
public  verdict  i.^,  u)Kia  the  whole-,  not  unjust,  that  mnny  of  tha 
tpecijications  in  the  charge  aguinst  thGm  are  UDfoandcd.  (rood 
niou,  too,  are  ]>raised  for  more  vuttiefi  than  tliey  posaess.  Now, 
notliing  could  have  been  moru  natnrnl,  or  inoro  jiropcr,  iboli 
Burr'B  discontent  as  a.  inembor  of  Washington's  fitmily.  Ttie 
nature  of  tbo  dutifs  that  devolved  upon  the  ii^oiieral'S  aides  dmv 
ingthe  whole  of  thu  vrnr,  io  well  known.  Wunhin^lon,  with  tha 
alf^iii  of  a  coDtinent  npon  his  eihoii1d«rs,  was  burdonci]  with  a 
prodigious  coriespoudcnce.  The  enemy  was  the  hatt  of  his  jior- 
plcxiliee.  In  miinaging  and  ndvining  Conj^mo,  in  gt-ttinj; 
army  organized,  in  xtirring  up  the  seal  of  tlio  governors 
legislatiiroa  of  the  States,  in  reuoneiltng  the  perpotoal  dispi 
about  rank,  hi»  lime  and  mind  were  ohivfly  employtnl. 
aides,  no  less  than  his  secretary,  were  often  oonfinwil  to 
^  desk  more  houru  a  day  than  bank  clerka.  Burr  was  tlio  most 
''  active  of  Imtnan  beings.  He  had  just  come  from  an  expedi- 
tion wliiub  li.id  tasked  all  his  powci's,  and  given  him  the  taste 
of  glory.  Ho  was  in  the  midst  of  a  scene  calculated  to  arouse 
tlie  most  sliiggisli.  Staten  Island  was  dotted  all  over  with  the 
tents  of  the  enemy,  and  the  bay  was  whitened  with  the  sails 
of  the  most  imposing  fleet  these  shores  had  ever  beheld.  The 
patriot  force  was  straining  e\'ei-y  nerve  to  prepare  the  city  for 
the  expected  landing  of  the  enemy.  Ogden,  now  lieutenant- 
colonel,  willi  his  regiment  of  Jerseymcn,  was  in  active  service, 
and  told  Burr  he  was  going  to  do  honor  to  their  native  State, 
The  townspeople  were  in  dreadful  alarm.  When  the  British 
saluted  an  arriving  ship,  or  when  a  sloop  ran  piist  General 
Putnam's  batteries,  cannonading  as  she  went,  women  and 
children,  as  W.isliington  iiimsflf  records,  ran  shrieking  into 
the  streets,  in  terror  of  a  bombardment.  Everywhere  were 
seen  the  tughts,  and  hoard  the  sounds,  that  appal  the  citizen 
and  aniniate  the  soldier.  It  was  in  such  circumstances,  that 
Bu.T,  the  electric  Burr,  the  born  soldier,  the  most  irrepi-essi- 
b!e  of  mortals,  found  himself  sinking  into  the  condition  of  a 
fierkf    The  situation  was  intolerable  to  )iim;  as  it  was,  after- 
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ward,  to  Hamilton,*  who  liked  the  post  of  General  Washing- 
ton's aid  little  better  than  Burr  did. 

Hamilton,  however,  learned,  as  he  grew  older,  to  value 
correctly  the  character  of  the  commander-in-chief,  and  the 
immeasurable  services  which  his  caution  and  perseverance  had 
rendered  to  his  country  and  to  man.  Burr  never  did.  The 
prejudices  against  the  general,  imbibed  during  his  short  resi- 
dence with  him  at  Richmond  Hill,  were  strengthened  by  sul>- 
sequent  events  into  a  settled  dislike,  which  he  carried  with 
him  through  life.  He  thought  George  Washington  was  a  bad 
general,  and  an  honest,  weak  man.     He  said  he  knew  nothing 

♦  Hamilton^  in  a  letter  to  General  Schuyler,  dated  February  ISlh,  1781, 
gives  the  foUowing  ac(»unt  of  his  break  with  (General  "Washington ;  "  Two 
days  ago,  the  general  and  I  passed  each  otlier  on  the  stairs ;  he  told  me  he 
wanted  to  speak  with  me ;  I  answered  that  I  would  v/ait  upon  him  immedi- 
ateL  I  went  below  and  delivered  Mr.  Tilghman  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  the 
commissary,  containing  an  order  of  a  pressing  and  interesting  nat'ire.  Re- 
turning to  the  general,  I  was  stopped  on  the  way  by  the  ^[arquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette, and  we  conversed  together,  about  a  minute,  on  a  matter  of  business. 
He  can  testify  how  impatient  I  was  to  get  back,  and  that  I  left  him  in  a  Di>m- 
ncr  which,  but  for  our  intimacy,  would  have  been  more  than  abrupt.  In- 
stcftd  of  finding  the  general,  as  is  usual,  in  his  room,  I  met  him  at  the  head 
of  the  .stairs,  where,  accosting  mo  in  an  angry  voiw,  'Colonel  Hamilton,' 
said  he,  'you  have  kept  me  waiting  at  the  head  of  the  stairs  these  ten  min- 
utes ;  I  must  tell  you,  sir,  you  treat  me  with  disrespect.'  I  replied,  without 
petulancy,  but  with  decision,  '  lam  not  conscious  of  if,  sir,  but  since  you  havo 
thought  it  necessary  to  tell  me  so,  we  part'  '  Very  well,  sir,'  said  he,  'if  it 
be  your  choice,'  or  something  to  that  effect,  and  wo  separated.  I  sincerely 
believe  my  absence,  which  gave  so  much  umbnige,  did  not  ]&^t  two  minutes. 
In  less  than  an  hour  after,  Mr.  Tilghman  came  to  me,  in  the  general's  name, 
assuring  me  of  his  confidence  in  my  ability,  integrity,  usofulncss,  et(\,  and  of 
his  desire,  in  a  candid  conversation,  to  heal  a  difference  which  oould  not  have 
happened  but  in  a  moment  of  passion.  I  requested  Mr.  Tilghman  to  tell  liim, 
first  tliat  I  liad  taken  my  resolution  in  a  manner  not  to  be  revoked,"  ('ti\,  oic, 

Hamilton  proceeds  to  say  that  he  had  long  been  discontented  with  the 
Situation  of  aid,  and  liad  previously  determincKi  that  if  he  ever  did  have  a 
difference  with  Greneral  Washington,  it  should  be  final.  He  then  adds: 
"  The  gt^neral  is  a  very  honest  man ;  his  crompetitors  luive  slender  abilities 
and  less  intc^ty.  His  popularity  has  often  been  essu^ntial  to  the  Sitft'ty  of 
America,  and  is  still  of  great  imiiortance  to  it  Tliese  considerations  havo 
Intlueuoed  my  past  conduct  respecting  him,  and  will  infiucuce  my  future :  I 
think  it  necessary  ho  should  be  suptK>rtod." 


of  scientific  wartaie,  and  could  therefore  give  no  iostraotinn 
of  any  value  to  a  young  Bol<iier  burning  to  excel  in  hia  {irofc*- 
sion.  He  thouplil  the  general  was  as  food  of  adulation  as  he 
was  known  to  bo  sonsutive  to  cenatire,  and  that  no  olti(-«r 
could  stand  well  with  him  who  did  not  ]>lay  the  part  of  Iii« 
worshiper.  He  could  not  l>car  near  hia  person,  said  Burr,  a 
man  of  an  independent  habit  of  mind.  Wasliiiigton^s  wont 
of  book-culture,  too,  would  naturally  surprise  a  youth  who 
was  born  and  reared  amid  1>ooks,  niid  who  was,  to  the  last,  >ui 
eager  reader.  In  a  word,  Burr  saw  in  this  wvic,  illnstrioiu 
man,  only  the  tluifty  planter,  and  the  conntry  genllentan  ;  ft 
good  soldier  criouL;h  in  Iiidian  warfare,  but  qiiilo  nt  &utl  in 
the  presence  of  a  eivilized  enemy. 

The  general,  on  hia  pait,  seems  to  have  conceived  nn  ill  im- 
pression of  Burr,  but  not  the  serious  distrust  of  aft«r  years, 
when  Burr  was  his  political  opponent.  Burr  always  asserted 
that  it  was  not  swi  amour,  nor  any  thing  of  that  nature,  biit"^ 
hie  niiU-pendcnt  manner  of  enforcing  ij]iiriions,  to  which  time 
added  the  sting  of  proved  correctness,  that  made  General 
■\Vasliington  Ids  enemy.  Burr,  for  example,  was  one  of  a 
considerable  number  of  officers  who  thought  that  New  York 
nould  not  be  held,  nnd  that  to  burn  and  abandon  it  was  the 
best  way  to  frustiate  the  Biitisli  commander.  No  doubt  the 
old  young-man  expressed  this  opinion  with  a  confidence  to 
which  his  age  and  his  dimensions  gave  him  no  apparent  title. 
But,  at  twenty,  "little  Burr"  had  been  a  man  for  some  years; 
at  least  in  confidence  in  his  own  abilities. 

In  one  word,  there  was  an  antipathy  between  the  two  men, 
each  lacking  qualities  which  the  other  highly  prized ;  each 
possessing  virtues  which  by  the  other  were  not  admired. 


CHAPTER     VI. 

AID-DE-CAMP    TO    GENERAL    PUTNAM. 

TmBxTBUiT  rsoM  Long  Ialand  — Burb  Burrs  a  Brioadb  — Uis  ArrAia  wrrn  Mist 

MoKCUEyFK  —  Ueb  Nabbativx. 

It  was  the  fortune  of  Major  Burr,  while  Bcrving  as  aid  to 
General  Putnam,  to  save  a  frightened  brigade,  and  to  M'in  a 
virgin  heart. 

During  the  disastrous  days  upon  Long  Island  which  pre- 
ceded the  famous  retreat  of  the  American  army,  General  Put- 
nam was  in  command,  and  his  aid-de-oamp  was  in  the  thick  of 
events.  To  reach  the  scene  of  action,  and  to  begin  an  accu- 
rate survey  of  it,  were  simultaneous  occurrences  with  that 
intelligent  young  soldier.  He  rode  about  the  American  camp, 
and  visited  every  post  and  out-post.  He  informed  himself  of 
the  positions  and  strength  of  the  enemy.  He  discovered  that 
the  American  troops  had  as  yet  no  idea  of  standing  against 
the  British  in  open  light ;  that  Bunker  HiU  was  still  their  ideal 
of  a  battle,  and  breast-works  their  only  reliance.  His  report 
to  the  general  was  unfavorable  in  the  extreme,  and  he  was 
more  decided  than  ever  in  the  opinion  that  General  Washing- 
ton's true  plan  was,  by  retreating  from  the  coast,  to  draw  the 
British  army  away  from  their  ships,  which  were  an  immense 
support  to  them,  both  morally  and  otherwise.  He  was  utterly 
opposed  to  a  general  action,  for  the  reason  that  a  large  ])r(>. 
portion  of  the  new  troops,  he  was  certain,  would  not  stand 
more  than  one  volley.  When  the  American  army  crossed  the 
East  river,  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  he  was  engaged 
during  the  whole  night  on  the  Brooklyn  side,  where  Ins  cool- 
ness and  activity  made  a  lasting  impression  upon  the  mind  of 
General  McDougal,  who  superintended  the  embarkation.  Tn 
later  campaigns.  Burr  served  under  that  general,  who  showed 


how  lio  valued  Biirr'o  solilierly  qualities  by  tbo  use  be  nude 
of  tiieni. 

But  it  was  on  tliat  eTenlttil  Siimljiy,  Si'itlcmbpr  tho  ISth, 
ITTd,  wJieu  tljo  BrhtBh  laiulvd  on  MniilmttHn  uland,  aiid  tlie 
Amcncan  army  fled  before  them  lo  Ilailem,  that  Mnjor  Barr 
most  dieting II iiiheil  hiinscli^  Iltiwas  in  tbe  roarcif  tho  rctrrnl- 
iiiff  troops  ;  lis  wns  also  Ciiptaln  AlcxHmier  Ilnmilton,  with  hii 
com]iany  of  Now  York  arlillury.  Ilnmilton  lo^l  all  IiIn  bag. 
gsge  and  one  f;iin  that  ntlvrnoiiM,  hut  wtndnctcd  hid  men  gal- 
lanlly  and  sntVly  away,  As  ilajor  Burr,  with  two  borwrnvn, 
was  riding  toward  Itlohmond  Hill,  on  bin  way  Ui  Hurk-ra,  ha 
came  npon  a  sinall  eod-f»rt,  cullol  Bunkt-i's  Hill,  niinrly  on  the 
line  of  what  ia  tinw  Grand-stroot.  To  his  astonishment  li« 
found  that  a  groat  part  of  an  American  brigade,  left  in  the 
dty  by  one  ol'  tliu  numberless  mistakes  inevitable  on  sach  a 
day,  had  taken  reftigo  in  this  stnicliire. 

The  British,  it  must  bo  rcmembcfed,  landed  on  the  En.»t 
rivpr  nideef  the  island,  nearly  four  miles  ahi^vi-  the  Batlrrv. 
with  the  intention  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  Americans,  and 
General  Knox,  who  commanded  this  brigade,  supposed  that 
the  enemy  were  already  masters  of  the  island,  and  that  escape 
by  flight  was  impossible.  Major  Burr  rode  up  to  the  fort  and 
asked  who  commanded  there.  General  Knox  jiresenting  him- 
self. Burr  inquired  what  he  was  doing  t/iere,  and  why  be  did 
not  retreat.  The  general  replied  that  the  enemy  were  already 
across  the  island,  and  that  he  meant  to  defend  the  fort.  Burr 
riiiiciilcd  tile  idea  of  defending  a  place  whieli  was  not  bomb- 
proof, and  which  contained  neither  water  nor  provisions.  With 
one  howitzer,  he  exclaimed,  the  enemy  will  knock  it  to  pieces 
in  four  liours.  He  mmntained  that  there  was  no  chance  but 
retreat,  and  nrged  the  general  to  lead  out  bis  men.  Knox 
declared  it  would  be  madness  to  attempt  it,  and  refused  to 
Btir.  While  this  debate  was  waxing  warm,  the  officers  of  the 
brigade  gathered  round,  eager  to  hear  what  was  said.  To 
them  Burr  addressed  himself  with  the  vehemence  demanded 
by  the  occasion.  He  told  them  that  if  they  remained  where 
they  were  they  would  all  be  prisoners  before  night,  or  hung 
ike  dogs.     He  said  it  was  better  for  half  the  corps  to  lidl 
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fighting  its  way  through  the  enemy's  lines,  than  for  all  to  be 
taken  and  rot  in  a  dungeon.  lie  added  that  he  knew  tlie 
roads  of  th«  island  perfectly,  and  would  lead  them  safely  to 
the  main  body  of  tlie  army,  if  they  would  place  themselves 
under  his  direction.  The  men  agreed  to  follow  him,  and  they 
marched  out.  Burr  riding  in  advance,  on  the  side  where  an 
attack  was  to  be  feared,  and  returning  at  intervals  to  reassure 
the  terrified  troops.  When  they  had  gone  two  miles  on  their 
way,  firing  was  suddenly  heard  at  the  right.  Shouting  to  his 
men  to  follow  him.  Burr  galloped  directly  to  the  spot  whence 
the  firing  had  issued,  and  soon  discovered  that  it  was  a  small 
advance-guard  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  a  single  company, 
who,  on  seeing  the  Americans,  fired  and  fled.  Burr  and  his 
two  horsemen  rode  furiously  after  them,  and  killed  several  of 
the  fugitives.  Gallo^/mg  back,  he  found  the  troops  had  taken 
a  wrong  road,  and  were  in  sore  trepidation.  He  guided  them 
now  through  a  wood,  riding  tVom  front  to  rear,  and  from  rear 
to  front,  encouraging  them  by  his  words,  and  still  more  by  his 
cool,  intrepid  demeanor.  With  the  loss  of  a  few  stragglers, 
for  the  march  was  of  the  switlest,  he  led  the  brigade  to  the 
main  body.  He  was  ever  after  regarded  by  those  troops  as 
their  deliverer  from  British  prison-ships. 

This  brilliant  feat  of  the  young  aid-de-camp  became  the  talk 
of  the  army.  Soon  after,  on  the  surrender  of  Fort  Wasfung- 
ton,  another  brigade  was,  by  a  similar  accident,  left  behind ; 
and  of  2600  men  that  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  not 
500  survived  the  treatment  they  received  as  pris(mers.  Ap- 
]>lauded  by  his  comrades.  Burr  was  not  mentioned  in  the  dis- 
patches of  the  commander-in-chief;  which,  then  and  always, 
he  regarded  as  an  intentional  slight. 

For  a  short  period  after  the  retreat,  he  was  comparatively 
at  leisure.  Among  his  letters,  there  is  one  written  at  this 
lime  from  Kingsbridge  to  Mrs.  Timothy  Edwards,  the  aunt 
who  had  been  to  him  all  of  a  mcUher  that  any  but  a  mother 
can  be  to  a  child.  She  had  written  to  him  in  great  alarm,  on 
hearing  of  the  abandonment  of  New  York.  His  reply,  so 
modest,  so  tenderly  respectful,  so  sensible,  would  alone  make 
it  difficult  to  believe  that  at  this  time  Aaron  Burr  was  a  bad 
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man,  whatever  he  may  afVerward  havo  licuomc.  He  t^lls  hb 
atmt  it  had  always  been  a  thing  conceded,  lli.it  the  Bea-piirls 
of  America  wore  at  the  disci-etion  of  the  tyrant  of  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  and  that  it  was  a  j^rcal  gain  tur  thu  American  amiy  to  lio 
ill  a  position  where,  to  attack  them,  the  British  muHt  les^o  tho 
immediate  support  of  their  ships.  Besides,  the  lo^  of  tiM 
city  was  rousing  the  country  from  lethargy ;  more  effgdiut^j 
measures  than  ever  were  in  contempIalioH  to  incresM  ^^4| 
army ;  and  a  committee  of  Congrt^sa  was  tlieii  in  camp  uH 
concert  those  mca-siirea  with  tho  commimder-in-ohief.  "  I  d*" 
not  intend  by  this,  my  dear  ailut,"  he  continue«j  *'  to  deceive 
yoii  into  an  opinion  that  cvury  thing  is  alreiidy  vmtirBly 
secure  ;"  but  "  1  hope,  madam,  yon  will  ooniinnc,  with  your 
nsnal  philosophy  and  rcBolntion,  prepared  for  the  uncc 
events  of  war,  not  anticipating  improbable  calamities." 
ad  to  tho  horrible  stories  in  circulation  about  the  barbnritiea  <il 
the  IlesMans,  "  nio:«t  ofthem  are  incredible  and  talse ;  Uioy  n 
fonder  of  plunder  tli.in  blood,  and  are  more  the  engines  tlian 
the  anthui-s  of  cruelty."  And  so  he  proceeds  to  calm  tho 
apprehensions  of  the  good  lady,  writing  her  &  letter  which 
she  would  be  proud  to  hand  round  the  village,  and  which 
would  eiicour.ige  and  stimulate  the  fnends  of  the  cause.  His 
own  exploits  during  the  late  battles  and  retreats  be  does  not  ' 
allude  to. 

At  Kingnbrjdge,  about  the  date  of  this  letter,  Bnrr  was  en- 
gaged in  an  aflventnre  little  in  harmony  with  the  warlike 
scenes  around  him. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  revohitionary  war  found  a  nnmber 
of  Biiiish  oflicers  domesticated  among  the  colonists,  and  con- 
neeled  with  thcni  by  marriage.  In  New  York  and  the  other 
garrisoned  towns,  officers  of  the  army  led  society,  as  military 
men  still  do  hi  every  gamsoned  town  in  the  world.  When 
hoslilities  began,  and  eveiy  man  was  ordered  to  his  post,  some 
of  these  officers  left  their  families  residing  among  the  people; 
and  it  h.appencd,  in  a  few  in^itancos,  that  the  events  of  war 
carried  a  tiither  far  aivay  from  his  wife  and  children,  never 
to  rejoin  them.  Tlie  future  Scott  of  America  will  know 
how  to  make  al!  this  very  tamiliar  to  the  American  peof^ 
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by  the  romantic  and  pathetic  fictions  which  it  will  suggest 
to  him. 

Margaret  Moncrieffe,  a  girl  of  fourteen,  but  a  woman  in  de- 
velopment and  appetite,  witty,  vivacious,  piquant  and  beauti- 
ful, had  been  left  at  Elizabethtown,  in  New  Jersey,  by  her 
father,  Major  Moncrieffe,  who  was  then  with  his  regiment  on 
Staten  Island,  and  of  course  cut  off  from  communication  with 
Ilia  daughter.  Destitute  of  resources,  and  anxious  to  rejoin 
her  father,  she  wrote  to  General  Putnam  for  his  advice  and 
assistance.  General  Putnam  received  her  letter  in  New  York 
about  the  time  that  Major  Burr  joined  him,  and  his  reply  was 
prepared  for  his  signature  by  the  hand  of  his  new  aid-de-camp. 
The  good  old  general  declared  in  this  letter  that  he  was  her 
father's  enemy,  indeed,  as  an  officer,  but  as  a  man,  his  friend, 
and  ready  to  do  any  good  office  for  him  or  liis.  He  invited 
her  to  come  and  reside  in  his  family  until  arrangements  could 
be  made  for  sendin^r  her  to  Staten  Island.  She  consented,  an 
officer  was  sent  to  conduct  her  to  the  city,  and  she  wa&  at 
once  established  in  General  Putnam's  house.  There  she  met, 
and  became  intimate  with  Major  Burr. 

What  followed  from  their  intimacy  has  been  stated  variously 
by  those  who  have  written  of  it.  3Ir.  Davis  more  than  in- 
sinuates, nay,  more  than  asserts,  that  Miss  Moncrieffe  was 
seduced  by  Burr,  and  that  to  him  is  to  be  attributed  her  sub- 
sequent career  of  sorrow  and  shame.  In  suj)port  of  this  accu- 
sation, he  quotes  from  her  autobiography,  published  aflor  she 
had  been  the  mistress  of  half  a  dozen  of  the  notables  of  Lon- 
don, certain  passages  which,  taken  by  themselves,  do  certainly 
corroborate  the  charge.  Great  indeed  was  my  astonishment 
on  recurring  to  the  work  itself  (Memoirs  of  Mrs.  Coghlan)  to 
find  that  her  narrative,  read  in  connection,  not  only  affords  no 
support  to  Mr.  Davis's  insinuations,  but  explicitly,  and  twice, 
contradicts  them.  As  a  reply  to  Mr.  Davis's  garbled  extracts, 
here  follows  the  entire  passage  relating  to  her  connection  with 
the  American  army.  It  is  known  and  conceded  that  the  young 
officer  whom  she  extols  in  such  passionate  language,  and  whom 
she  miscalls  *  colonel,'  was  Major  Buit.  Thus  writes  Mrs. 
Coghlan,  nie  Moncrieffe : 
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"  Wlien  I  ai'iivi'il  io  Broaijway  {a  Btrei-t  »□  onlWI),  where 
General  Piitiinrii  rtinidcd,  I  was  received  w-ith  grcM  t"n<lpf- 
ness,  botli  by  Mis,  Putnam  aiid  lier  daugliU-iii,  and  on  llm  fol- 
lowing day  I  was  introditued  by  Uit-m  to  (i<;iifral  and  Jin, 
Wasliingtou,  wbo  likewise  made  it  their  study  to  show  ine 
every  mark  of  i-egard ;  hut  I  seldom  was  allowed  to  he  alone, 
although  Boinelimes,  indeed,  I  found  an  opportunity  to  pscapo 
to  the  gallery  on  the  top  of  the  house,  whL-rt'  my  chief  dwlighl 
was  to  view,  wiih  a  telescope,  our  fleet  uixl  array  on  iJtntca 
Island.  My  amusements  were  few ;  the  good  Mrs,  Putnam 
emjiluyed  me  and  her  datightera  conNtanlly  to  spin  flax  for 
shirts  for  the  Ameiituui  soldiers;  indolence,  in  Amcrieii,  bi-uig 
totally  discouraged;  and  I  likewise  worked  for  General  Put- 
nam, who,  though  not  an  aocoroplished  mtts&idifL,  like  oor 
<lil!elantis  of  St.  Jaraes's-street,  was  certaliily  one  of  iht;  trot 
ehai-aolers  in  tho  world  ;  his  heart  being  composed  of  th<i9o 
noble  materials  which  equally  command  re8]>ect  and  admJnu 
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"  One  day,  after  dinner,  the  Congress  was  the  toast ;  General  1 
Washington  viewed  me  very  attentively,  and  sarcastically 
said,  'Miss  MoiicriefTe,  you  don't  drink  your  wine.'  Einbar- 
Dusc-d  by  this  reproof,  I  knew  not  how  to  act ;  at  last,  as  if  by 
a  secret  impulse,  I  addressed  myself  to  the 'Ameiican  Com- 
mander,' and  taking  the  wine,  I  sai<1,  '  General  Howe  is  the 
toast.'  Vexed  at  my  temerity,  the  whole  company,  aspecially 
General  Waihingloh,  censured  me ;  when  my  good  friend. 
General  Putnam,  as  usual,  apologized,  and  assured  them  I  did 
not  mean  to  offend.  '  IJesiiles,'  replied  he,  '  every  thing  said 
or  done  by  such  a  child  ought  rather  to  amuse  than  afiront 
you.'  General  Washington,  piqued  at  this  observation,  then 
said,  '  Well,  miss,  I  will  overlook  your  indiscretion,  on  oon- 
dition  that  you  drink  my  health,  or  General  Putnam's,  tho  first 
time  you  dine  at  Sir  Willi.im  Howe's  table,  on  the  other  side 
of  the  water.' 

"Those  woi-ds  conveyed  to  me  a  flattering  hope  that  1 
should  once  more  see  my  father,  and  I  promised  General  Wash- 
ington to  do  any  thing  which  he  desired,  provided  he  would 
permit  me  to  return  to  him. 
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"  Not  long  after  this  circumstance,  a  flag  of  truce  arrived 
from  Staten  Island,  with  letters  from  Major  MoncriefFe,  de- 
manding me,  for  they  now  considered  me  as  a  prisoner. 
General  Washington  would  not  acquiesce  in  this  demand,  say- 
ing '  that  I  should  remain  a  hostage  for  ray  father's  good  be- 
havior.' I  must  here  observe,  that  when  General  Washing- 
ton refused  to  deliver  me  up,  the  noble-minded  Putnam,  as  if 
it  were  by  instinct,  laid  his  hand  on  his  sword,  and,  with  a  vio- 
IcDt  oath,  swore  '  that  my  father's  request  should  be  granted.' 
The  commander-in-chief,  whose  influence  governed  the  Con- 
gress, soon  prevailed  on  them  to  consider  me  as  a  person  whose 
situation  required  their  strict  attention ;  and,  that  I  might  not 
esc-ipe,  they  ordered  me  to  Kingsbridge,  where,  in  justice, 
I  must  say,  that  I  was  treated  with  the  utmost  tenderness. 
General  Mifllin  there  commanded.  His  lady  was  a  most  ac- 
complished, beautiful  woman,  a  Quaker.  And  here  my  heart 
received  its  first  impression — an  impression  that,  amid  the  sub- 
sequent shocks  which  it  has  received,  has  never  been  effaced, 
and  which  rendered  me  very  unlit  to  admit  the  embraces  of 
an  unfeeling,  brutish  husband. 

"  O,  may  these  i)ages  one  day  meet  the  eye  of  him  who 
subdued  my  virgui  heart,  whom  the  immutable,  unerring  laws 
of  nature  had  pointed  out  for  my  husband,  but  whose  sacred 
decree  the  barbarous  customs  of  society  liitaliy  violated.  To 
him  I  plighted  my  virgin  vow,  and  I  shall  never  cease  to 
lament  that  obedience  to  a  father  left  it  incomj)lete.  When 
I  reflect  on  my  past  suflferings,  now  that,  alas  !  my  present  sor- 
rows press  heavily  upon  me,  I  can  not  retrain  from  expatiating 
a  little  on  the  inevitable  horrors  which  ever  attend  the  frus- 
tration of  natural  afl^ections :  I  myself,  who,  unpitied  by  tlie 
world,  have  endured  every  calamity  that  human  nature  knows, 
am  a  melancholy  example  of  this  truth  ;  for  if  I  know  my  own 
heart,  it  is  far  better  calculated  for  the  purer  joys  of  domestic 
life,  than  for  the  hurricane  of  extravagance  and  dissipation  in 
which  I  have  been  wrecked. 

*'  Why  is  the  will  of  nature  so  often  perverted  ?  Why  is 
social  happiness  for  ever  sacrificed  at  the  altar  of  pn»judice? 
Avarice  has  U8ur|)ed  the  throne  of  reason,  and  the  aflfectious 
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of  the  heart  are  not  consulted. 
sires,  and  wLcn  the  object  of  i 
must  lie  necessarily  our  doom, 


for  ever  rem. 
in  a  tender, 
enidieute  it. 

their  ha.irta  b 
"Withthii 


We  can  not  commnod  onrilfr 
iir  beiii^  lA  uiixttftiiied,  inisoiy 
Let  thia  iruili,  tiiert'fiirc,  he 
le  un  iiffuetiim  h;w  nxtU-il  iu*!f 
a  time,  no  circumstanoo  can 
Ilntbrtunate,  then,  aro  they  who  are  juiucil,  if 
re  not  matcheil ! 

iquei'or  of  my  soul,  how  happy  should  I  now 
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'■instant  hc.irt, 


have  been  !  What  storms  and  tempests  Mhould  I  havt;  nvf>t<li*4 
(nt  least  I  am  pleased  to  think  m)  if  I  had  hi-tai  allowed  to 
follow  the  bent  of  ray  inclinations!  and  ha|i]iicr,  O,  Iwi  tho* 
Band  times  hiipjiier  should  1  have  been  wllh  him,  ill  the  wUHoX 
desert  of  onr  native  eoiintry,  the  woods  afiurdlng  ns  our  tmtf 
shelter,  and  their  fruits  our  only  repast,  than  under  the  canojiy 
of  ooxtly  state,  witli  alt  Uic  nvtineme.nts  and  embellishments  of 
oouils,  with  the  royal  warrior  who  would  fain  have  jiroveJ 
himself  the  cnnqneror  of  France. 

"  My  eonqiieror  was  engaged  in  nnnihi^r  ennse,  he  w^s  nni- 
bitious  to  obtain  other  laurels :  he  fought  to  liberate,  not  to 
enslave  nations.  He  was  a  colonel  in  the  American  army,  and 
high  in  the  estimation  of  his  comitry:  his  victories  were  never 
accompanied  with  one  gloomy,  relenting  thought;  they  shone 
as  Inight  as  the  cause  which  achieved  them  !  I  had  communi- 
cated by  letter  to  General  Pntnam  the  proposals  of  this  gen- 
tleman, with  my  determination  to  accept  them,  and  I  was  em- 
barrassed by  the  answer  which  the  genei-al  returned  ;  he 
entreated  nio  to  remember  that  the  person  in  qneslion,  from 
his  political  principles,  was  extremely  obnoxious  to  my  fetber, 
and  concluded  by  observing, 'that  I  surely  must  not  unite 
myself  with  a  man  who  would  not  hesitate  to  drench  bis 
sword  in  the  blood  of  my  nearest  relation,  should  he  be  op- 
]>oscd  to  him  in  battle.'  Saying  thia,  he  lamented  the  neces- 
city  of  giving  advice  conti-ary  to  his  own  sentiments,  since  in 
every  other  respect  he  considered  the  match  as  nnexoeplion- 
able.  Nevertheless,  General  I'utnnm,  at'ier  this  discovery, 
appeared,  in  all  his  visits  to  Kingsbridge,  extremely  reserved; 
his  eyes  were  constantly  fixed  on  me  ;  nor  did  he  ever  cease 
to  make  me  the  object  of  his  concei-n  to  Congress ;  and,  aftw 
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various  applications,  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  leave  for  my 
departure ;  when,  in  order  that  I  should  go  to  Staten  Island 
with  the  respect  due  to  my  sex  and  family,  the  barge  belong- 
ing to  the  Continental  Congress  was  ordered,  with  twelve  oars, 
and  a  general  officer,  together  with  his  suite,  was  dispatched 
to  see  rae  safe  across  the  bay  of  New  York.  The  day  was  so 
very  tempestuous,  that  I  was  half  drowned  with  the  waves 
dashing  against  me.  When  we  came  within  hail  of  the  Eagle 
man-of-war,  which  was  Lord  Howe's  ship,  a  flag  of  truce  was 
sent  to  meet  us :  the  ofticer  dispatched  on  this  occasion  was 
Lieutenant  Brown.  General  Knox  told  him  that  he  had  or- 
ders to  see  me  safe  to  head-quarters.  Lieutenant  Brown  re- 
plied, 'It  was  impossible,  as  no  person  from  the  enemy  could 
approach  nearer  the  English  fleet ;'  but  added, '  that  if  I  would 
place  myself  under  his  protection,  he  certainly  would  attend 
me  thither.'  I  then  entered  the  barge,  and  bidding  an  eternal 
farewell  to  my  dear  American  friends,  turned  my  back  on 

LIBERTY. 

"  We  first  rowed  alongside  the  Eagle^  and  Mr.  Brown  after- 
ward  conveyed  me  to  head-quarters.  When  my  name  was 
announced,  the  British  commander-in-chief  sent  Colonel  Sherift' 
(lately  made  a  general,  and  who,  during  my  father's  life-time, 
was  one  of  his  most  particular  friends ;  although,  alas !  the 
endearing  sentiment  of  friendship  now  seems  extinct  in  his 
breast,  as  far  as  the  unhappy  daughter  is  concerned)  with  an 
invitation  from  Sir  William  Howe  to  dinner,  which  was  neces- 
sarily accepted.  When  introduced,  I  can  not  describe  the 
emotion  I  felt ;  so  sudden  the  transition  in  a  few  hours,  that  I 
was  ready  to  sink  into  earth  !  Judge  the  distress  of  a  girl 
not  fourteen,  obliged  to  encounter  the  curious,  inquisitive  eyes 
of  at  least  forty  or  fifty  people  who  were  at  dinner  with  the 
general.  Fatigued  with  their  fastidious  compliments,  I  could 
only  hear  tlie  buzz  among  them,  saying,  '  She  is  a  sweet  girl, 
nhe  is  divinely  handsome ;'  although  it  was  some  relief  to  be 
placed  at  table  next  to  the  wife  of  Major  Montresor,  who 
had  known  me  from  my  infancy.  Owing  to  this  circumstance, 
I  recovered  a  degree  of  confidence  ;  but  being  unfortunately 
asked,  agreeably  to  military   etiquette,  for  a  toiist,  I  gavo 


'  General  Putnam.'  Colonel  Shciiff  said,  in  a  low  votco,  'You 
must  not  {live  liiin  here ;'  when  Sir  William  Howe  eomj)!^ 
Bitntly  replied,  '  O !  by  all  mpsns;  if  liu  be  tlic  ludy'M  Hui-el 
heart,  I  can  Imvu  no  objection  to  drink  tiifl  lie^tti.'  Tha 
involved  ine  in  a  new  dilemmn ;  I  wl.tlmd  mywlf  a  thousauH 
miles  diKtaut,  and,  to  divert  the  attention  of  lli«  <;(>mpMn/,  I 
pave  to  the  general  a  letter  llial  I  had  been  com  missioned  W 
deliver  from  General  Putnam,  of  which  the  following  is  1 
copy.  (And  here  I  consider  myself  bound  to  a]mIogi»s  ft» 
the  bad  spelling  of  my  moat  excellent  republican  friond.  TIh 
bad  orthography  was  amply  compensated  by  th«  laagnaiiicDitj 
of  the  man  who  wrote  it)  : 

"  ^Givralu  Putnam's  compliments  to  Major  MonctielTe,  bai 
made  him  a  present  of  a  fine  dnnghter,  if  he  don't  lick  h*'r  Iw 
tnuHt  Hcnd  her  back  agun,  and  he  will  pi-evide  her  with  a  good 
twig  husband.' 

"The  substitution  of  tteiff  for  iz-ftiff  Inisb.and,  served  as  a 
fund  of  eiit<;rtainment  to  the  whole  company." 

She  proceeds  to  record  the  hiatory  of  hor  marriage  with 
Ml',  Coghlan,  who,  she  says,  drove  her  into  tiie  arms  of  a 
paramour  by  the  brutality  of  his  condnct.  She  asserts  that 
she  had  led  a  strictly  virtuous  life  tmtil,  after  being  forced 
into  a  mariiage  willi  a  man  she  loathed,  she  was  subjected  by 
him  to  harsh  and  cruel  ti'catment.  The  statements  of  a  woman 
notorious  fur  her  vices  can  not,  of  course,  be  regarded  as  evi- 
dence ;  yet  it  seemed  just  to  the  memory  of  Burr  for  the 
reader  to  be  informed  thai  tlic  story  of  iter  seduction  by  him 
has  no  corroboration  in  her  own  narrative.  The  man  has 
enough  to  answer  for  without  having  the  ruin  of  this  girl  of 
fourteen  laid  to  his  charg'c.  Her  story,  it  must  be  admitted, 
is  not  very  probable.  Burr  was,  to  a  considerable  extent,  his 
general's  general ;  and  if  be  had  really  loved  Miss  Moncrieffe 
and  she  him,  and  each  had  desired  marriage,  I  think  that  Gen- 
eral Putnam  coul<]  have  been  easily  dissuaded  from  making 
any  serious  opposition  to  it. 

Perhaps,  if  the  young  lady  had  known  who  it  was  that 
caused  her  removal  from  the  city,  she  might  not  have  been  m 
daily  captivated.     According  to  a  story  told  by  the  late 
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Colonel  W.  L.  Stone  (author  of  the  Life  of  Brant),  it  was  no 
other  than  Burr  himself.  Before  her  arrival  at  General  Put- 
nam's, it  appears  that  Burr,  though  he  was  delighted  with  her 
wit  and  vivacity,  conceived  the  idea  that  she  miglit  be  a  British 
spy ;  and  as  he  was  looking  over  her  shoulder  one  day,  while 
she  was  painting  a  bouquet,  the  suspicion  darted  into  his  mind 
that  she  was  using  the  "  language  of  flowers"  for  the  purpose 
of  conveying  intelligence  to  the  enemy.  He  communicated 
his  suspicion  to  General  Washington,  who  thought  it  only 
prudent  to  remove  her  a  few  miles  further  inland,  to  the  quar- 
ters  of  General  Mifflin ;  where,  after  the  evacuation  of  the 
city,  Burr  met  her  again,  and,  as  she  says,  won  her  virgin  af- 
fections. Colonel  Stone  was  very  intimate  with  Burr  in  his 
latter  years,  and  had  long  conversations  with  him  about  revo- 
lutionary times.  He  may  have  derived  this  pretty  tale  from 
Burr  himself. 


CHAPTER     VII. 


Uii    C0UUAND3    A    REGI 


A 


Major  Bikk  continued  to  serve  fta  General  Ptilnain's 
for  ten  monilis  after  the  retreat  from  New  York,  and  bttro  ]i» 
jwirt  ill  the  luila  and  dangers  of  that  dismal  period.  In  ibc 
Bpiing  of  1""7  a  new  army  was  to  be  raiseil,  but  be  had  no 
Lojies  of  a  regiiiK'Dl.tl  ai)pointiin^ni  in  it.  In  J[;ircli,  lie  wrote 
to  his  fncnd  Ogden  that  he  had  not  the  least  expectation  of 
promotion  either  in  the  line  or  on  the  Btaff,  but  as  he  was 
"  very  happy  in  the  esteem  and  entire  confidence  of  his  good 
old  general,"  he  ahonld  be  piqued  at  no  neglect,  unless  partic- 
ularly pointed,  or  where  eilence  would  lie  want  of  spirit.  It 
was  true,  he  said,  his  equals  and  even  inft;rioi-s  in  rank  bad 
left  him  ;  and  assurances  from  those  in  power  he  had  had,  un- 
asked, in  abundance;  but  of  those  he  should  never  remind 
tliem.  We  were  not  to  be  the  judges  of  our  own  merit,  and 
he  was  content  to  contribute  his  mite  in  any  station.  From 
this  language  we  may  infer  that  lie  thought  himself  an  iU-ased 
aid -de-cat  lip. 

In  July,  1777,  while  at  Pcekslgll  with  General  Putnam,  he 
was  notified  by  General  Washington  of  his  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  Hen  tenant-colonel.  He  was  one  of  the  youngest  who 
held  that  rank  in  the  revolutionary  anny,  or  who  has  ever 
held  it  iu  an  army  of  the  United  States;  yet  he  thought  the 
promotion  unjustly  tardy.  In  his  loiter  of  acknowledgment 
to  the  commander-in-chief,  he  said  he  was  truly  sensible  of  the 
honor  done  him,  and  should  be  studious  to  comport  himself  in 
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his  new  rank  so  as  to  secure  liis  general's  esteem  ;  yet  lie  was 
constrained  to  observe  that  the  late  date  of  his  appointment 
subjected  him  to  the  command  of  some  officers  who  were  his 
juniors  last  campaign  ;  and  he  should  like,  with  submission,  to 
know  whether  it  was  misconduct  in  him,  or  extraordinary 
merit  in  them,  which  had  given  them  the  preference,  lie 
wanted,  he  continued,  to  avoid  equally  the  character  of  tur- 
bulent or  passive,  but  as  a  decent  regard  to  rank  was  proper 
and  necessary,  he  hoped  the  concern  he  felt  was  excusable  in 
one  who  reijarded  his  honor  next  to  the  welfare  of  his  coun- 
try.     The  general's  reply  to  this  letter  has  not  been  preserved. 

With  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel.  Burr  soon  found  him- 
self the  sole  commander  of  his  regiment,  his  colonel  not  being 
a  fighting  man. 

To  the  strength  of  the  patriot  cause,  every  interest  of  the 
country  had  to  contribute  its  quota ;  rich  men,  money ;  influ- 
ential men,  weight  and  respectability  ;  efficient  men,  practical 
help.  Many  were,  therefore,  appointed  to  high  posts  in  the 
army  because  they  were  persons  of  itnportance  in  civil  life; 
tliey  gave  their  names  to  the  cause.  Among  the  reasons 
which  made  Washington  the  most  complete  exemplification 
of  "  the  right  7na?i  for  tJie  right  phtre,'^  that  history  exhibits, 
one  was  that  he  was  a  great  Virginia  gentleman,  who  had 
vast  plantations,  hundreds  of  slaves,  a  fine  mansion,  and  rode 
about  in  a  chariot  and  six.  "  One  of  the  finest  fortunes  in 
America,"  John  Adams  exultingly  exclaims,  in  mentioning 
his  acceptance  of  the  command.  And  his  exultation  was  just; 
for  such  things  have  not  merely  a  legitimate  influence  in  hu- 
man afTuirs,  but  the  fact  of  such  a  fortune  being  freljly  risked 
in  the  cause,  showed  the  faitii  the  owner  had  in  its  justice, 
imi>ortance,  and  chance  of^success. 

Colonel  Malcolm,  to  whose  regiment  Burr  was  appointed, 
had  been  a  leading  merchant  of  New  York,  and  was  a  man 
of  wealth  and  influential  connections.  At  the  time  of  Burr's 
appointment,  the  regiment,  such  as  it  was,  lay  on  the  Ramapo, 
in  Orange  county,  New  Jersey,  whither  he  at  once  repaired, 
and  found  the  colonel  in  command.  Each  surprised  the 
€»tber.    Malcolm  was  amazed  at  the  youthful  appearance  of 
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liin  Koconil  in  (^ommnad,  and  began  to  fear  that  ha  would  Itf  •  j 
uniitiniially  ^rtliiig  liim  and  tho  reginaspt  into  IrouUc     ~ 
ovc-r  tliL-  MnloiiImM  of  the  world  nothing  was  eaaer  (ksaftr 
Bnrr  to  gain  a  complete   aaoendency ;   and,  acoordingljrf  ik.  1 
very  few  duys  miRiued  for   the  liciiteiinnt-colonel  to  imfM 
h\»  diiuf  nilli  {icrtitit  confidenoe  in  liiit  abilitieB.     Ban-,  oa  h 
)>int,  Knw  tliat  Colonel  Maloolm  wna  an  amiable  mnllai—i. ; 
nn<]  no  mlilicr.     In  a  short  time,  the  colonel  removed  vkk 
his  fiunily  twunty  miles  from  where  the  regiment  laj,  leaviog 
Bun-  in:iKtur  of  tlm  aitnation  ;  Baying,  as  he  departed,  **Tm 
flimll  hnve  iilt  tliu  iionor  of  diwiplining  and  fighting  the  mgi* 
mciit,  u'hilv  I  wiil  be  its  fether."    He  was  as  good  as  hia  wad. 
Dill-ill';  tlie  wliolu  war  he  did  not  once  lead  tha  reginaaat  toto 
:i<:lir>ii,   nor  |ii-rs<inn]ly  command  it  more  than  fimr  TriwJra 
Friiin  t  lie  ihiy  lie  joined  to  the  day  he  ceased  to  be  a  aoliGeTf 
liiirr  vsis,  tu  ull  intents  and  piirposeii,  the  regiment's  ohiaf 
offi.^fr. 

Eiijiiyiii^  now  iin  iiidcpcntlent  command,  Colonel  Bnrr 
ti[ii'iiii^  to  lii^  dutii'H  with  :m  ruilor  that  soon  ]>rodiiciil  fliir- 
,  )>risi]i<r  results.  Tliu  regiment  wxs  in  n  comlition  thnt  would 
h:tve  hi'cn  ridieuloiis  if  tlie  (.iiiise  la<I  been  less  serious,  and  the 
etK^niy  more  remoli'.  The  men,  of  nliom  there  were  about 
two  bim.be-I  iind  H\ty,  were  c.f  uixhI  iriiiteriiil,  but  almort 
wholly  mi.i.'<|ii:iinte.l  with  their  iliily ;  nnd  of  the  oflieent  m 
iiiiusiiiil  iiiiiiilier  were  yoiiiifj  irfiillcmeu  of  the  tity,  mcinWrs 
<.fwc;il[liy  liimilies,  .■ir.'MLiiKite  in  eli:iiiieter,  niul  destitute  of 
llie  tiLiiiiesl  intimation  of  militury  khowle<1<;e.  These  were 
jiHl  the  eiri'iimr^liinreii  ti>  i';iI1  into  exereise  the  Htrong  and 
hliiiiiiiir  .{nalilies  ol'CnIoiiel  Itiirr.  He  <li-ew  ti;rht  the  reins  of 
(iisi-i|iline  wliieli  iliileolni  hail  lieltl  willi  mi  eiisy  linnd.  Severe 
flHlls  anil  riijorons  ins]K'ttioiis  took  llie  plaee  of  formal  oneik 
Discovering;  at  :i  ^lauee  the  hupeless  ineHieiency  of  many  of 
tile  oftieers,  one  of  his  tiiiit  objectN  was  to  ^et  rid  of  tho  worst 
of  lliem.  Aller  Honie  preliminary  eorrespoiiilenuu  with  Gen- 
eral Conway,  smd  feuliiiji  his  way  in  the  rej;iinenl,  he  took  the 
hold  Mtep  ofovderin;;  several  of  the  offieers  home,  on  the  eiro- 
plc  ground  of  their  utter  iiselessness.  If  nny  gentleman,  he 
told  them,  objected  to  his  disminsal,  he,  Colonel  Buit,  held 
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himself  personally  responsible  for  the  measure,  and  was  ready 
to  afford  any  satisfaction  that  miglit  be  demanded. 

He  had  read  his  men  correctly.  AH  of  the  dismissed  sub- 
mitted to  his  decree  without  audible  murmur,  except  one,  who 
wrote  an  absurdly  defiant  reply  to  the  autocratic  colonel. 
BuiT  was  as  civil  as  an  orange  to  the  offended  youth,  inform- 
ing him  with  elegant  brevity,  that  on  a  certain  day,  at  a  cer- 
tain hour,  he  should  be  at  the  village  nearest  the  young  gen- 
tleman's residence,  where,  at  the  tavern,  he  would  wait  any 
communication  he  might  be  pleased  to  send.  To  the  minute. 
Colonel  Burr  was  at  the  place.  No  one  was  there  to  meet 
him.  After  waiting  awhile,  he  walked  over  to  the  family  resi- 
dence of  the  dismissed,  where,  indeed,  he  was  well  known, 
and  had  often  been  a  guest.  The  ladies  of  the  family,  of 
whom  a  large  number  were  assembled,  received  him  with 
cordiality  and  distinction ;  the  young  officer,  too,  was  ex- 
tremely polite,  and  the  party  sat  down  to  dinner  as  though 
nothing  had  occurred.  The  colonel  conversed  with  his  usual 
gayety  and  spirit  until  the  conclusion  of  the  repast,  when  he 
struck  terror  to  the  party  by  blandly  requesting  the  young 
man,  whom  the  ladies  called  Neddy,  to  walk  out  with  him. 
They  had  not  gone  many  steps  from  the  house,  before  the  la- 
dies, in  a  body,  came  shrieking  after  them.  "  O,  Colonel  Bun*, 
what  are  you  going  to  do  with  Neddy  ?^'  cried  one  of  them. 
They  protested  that  he  had  meant  no  harm,  and  that  he  would 
never  write  so  any  more.  They  would  see  to  that  if  Colonel 
Burr  would  only  forgive  him.  The  colonel,  amused  at  the 
turn  the  affair  had  taken,  replied,  in  his  politest  m.inner,  that 
nothing  was  further  from  his  desire  than  to  harm  the  young 
gentleman ;  he  would  merely  take  occasion  to  advise  him  that 
when  next  he  felt  inclined  to  hidite  a  swelling  letter  to  a  gen- 
tleman, he  should  submit  the  document  to  the  perusal  of  the 
ladies  before  sending  it.  With  this  admonition  the  colonel 
handed  Neddy  over  to  the  ladies,  bowed,  and  took  leave.  Burr 
used  to  say  that  this  incident  gave  no  incorrect  idea  of  the 
stuff  some  of  the  regimental  officers  were  made  of  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Revolution. 

Two  months  of  incessant  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  col- 
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onel  bronght  tliQ  regiment  to  a  tolcraljlc  etaie  of  <]Ud|>lin«,«id 
increaacd  its  effect i ve foroo  to  over  thrffl  liiinilri'il  moii.  B'lir 
was  soon  the  iilol  of  Iiis  troopn,  for  ho  liiiew  bow  to  cumnistiil 
them.  ExQctinu;  the  most  pi-omjit  and  imjJicit  oLi'diencc,  tii: 
commanded  only  what  wits  right  ttiid  iiocesxiiry,  nii'l  wiu 
prompt  to  notici?  and  applflTid  good  cooduct.  Kot  a  lilow  was 
given  in  ihc  rcgimimt  while  h«  was  nt  iht  hoail  ol'  it,  thnii^lt, 
at  that  time,  Ciiiiioreal  pnnlshtncnt  was  a  eiistom  in  the  oonii- 
nenta]  army.  lie  wan  a  natural  comninnder.  Men  ktiew  hy 
instini't  that  he  was  compt^lent  to  dirmit  tliein  ;  they  fullowcil 
eagerly  where  ihey  aaw  him  lead,  otid  bore  gladly  what  tlwj 
Baw  he  never  shrank  from  Hhaiing  with  them.  Hid  eyo  was 
everywhere,  Tlic  Hck  he  ciii'cd  for  with  the  lendRm««*  sml 
constancy  of  a  brother,  oflen  aMiating  thcio  with  Ills  own 
bandH,  »nd  oftencr  with  bin  jmrrtc,  "His  altenlion  and  oare 
ut'  the  men,"  ?ays  a  enbnlturri  of  l)ie  regiment,  "  were  Miieh  u 
I  never  saw,  noi-  atiy  thing  approaching  it,  in  any  other  nflloer, 
though  I  served  under  niikny."  Sueh  whs  liis  vigiluiice.  that 
some  of  liis  men  tlioiight  liim  a  Itind  of  necromancer,  or  magi- 
cian, who  could  Bce  one  sentinel  nod  and  another  prowling 
about  for  plunder,  when  he  was  fast  asleep  in  his  bed.  In  the 
course  of  a  campaign  or  two,  MalcolinN  regiment  was  one  of 
the  best  disciplined  in  tlic  army. 

In  Sc[>tembcr,  in  the  inldst  of  bis  drilling  and  rccniitiiig,  a 
rumor  ran  throngh  tlic  neighborhood  tli.U  the  British,  in  great 
force,  li.ad  marched  out  of  New  York,  and  were  laying  waste 
tlie  lower  parts  of  Orange  county,  and  driving  off  the  cattle 
and  hoi-scs.  The  countiy  people  were  panic-stricken  and  made 
instant  preparations  for  fliglit.  The  rnmor  proved  true,  and 
positi^'e  intelligence  soon  reached  Colonel  Burr  that  the  ene- 
my, two  thousand  strong,  were  witliin  ihiity  miles  of  him. 
To  order  out  his  whole  force,  to  detail  a  small  guard  for  bis 
camp,  and  to  march  toward  the  enemy  with  the  rest,  was  the 
work  of  the  lirst  hour  of  the  afternoon  ;  and  before  the  aon 
set,  he  tiad  reached  Paramiis,  sixteen  miles  distant.  On  the 
mai'cb  ho  was  met  by  an  express  from  Geneial  Putnam,  advis- 
ing him  of  the  movcment^j  of  the  enemy,  and  recommending 
him  to  retreat,  with  the  public  Stores  in  his  keeping,  into  the 
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rnonn tains.  Observing  that  he  wonld  never  run  away  from 
an  eneniv  he  had  not  seen,  and  that  lie  would  be  answerable 
lor  the  public  stores  and  for  the  troops,  he  pushed  on  toward 
Parauius,  with  new  energy.  There  he  found  a  body  of  militia 
of  the  county,  that  had  rendezvoused  at  Paramus  on  the  first 
alarm,  and  were  making  confusion  worse  confounded  by  their 
ill-directed,  frantic  exertions.  Among  their  other  feats,  they 
had  pulled  down  most  of  the  fences  of  the  neighboring  farms 
with  a  vague  idea,  dear  to  the  minds  of  militia,  of  making 
breast-works  with  which  to  stay  the  conquering  progress  of 
the  enemy.  On  Burr's  arrival,  he  took  the  command  of  these 
disorderly  troops ;  and  though,  as  one  of  them  afterward  said, 
he  seemed  but  a  boy,  yet  as  he  alone  appeared  to  know  what 
he  was  about,  they  obeyed  him  willingly.  His  own  men  he 
posted  in  a  strong  position,  and  took  the  usual  measures  to 
guard  against  surprise  during  the  night.  The  militia,  after 
iirst  directing  them  to  repair  the  damage  they  had  done,  lie 
provided  for  in  a  similar  manner.  Then,  selecting  seventeen 
of  his  best  men,  he  started,  soon  after  dark,  and  marched  with 
all  the  rapidity  poss^ible,  and  in  perfect  silence,  toward  the 
scene  of  the  enemy's  devastations,  lie  was  determined  on 
seeing  for  himself  what  there  was  there  to  run  away  from. 

About  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  within  three  miles 
of  Hackensack,  he  received  certain  information  that  the  most 
advanced  of  the  enemy's  pickets  was  one  mile  distant.  His 
men,  who  had  marched  thirty  miles  since  leaving  camp,  were 
now  extremely  fatigued.  He  led  them  to  a  wood  near  by,  and 
ordered  them  to  lie  down  and  keep  perfectly  silent  until  he 
should  return.     In  a  few  minutes  the  whole  party  were  asleep 

Colonel  Burr  now  wont  forward  alone  to  reconnoiter.  With 
the  stealthy  caution  of  an  Indian,  he  glided  toward  the  picket, 
and  saw  them  at  length,  lying  on  the  ground,  guarded  by  two 
sentinels.  He  was  near  enough  to  overhear  their  watchword. 
He  then  made  a  wide  detour,  and  ascertained  that  this  picket 
was  so  far  in  advance  of  the  main  body  as  to  be  out  of  hear- 
ing. In  making  these  observations,  and  thoroughly  satisfying 
himself  of  their  correctness,  the  greater  part  of  the  night 
passed,  and  before  he  again  reached  his  own  party,  it  was 
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within  sn  honr  of  daybre.ik.     He  now  ijuK'tly  mid  i 
woki;  his  men,  told  tbem  in  a  lew  deadct)  noi'dti  ttmt  ti 
going  lo  altai'k  llie  enemj''it  picket,  oitlcred  Iboin  to  I 
St  a  ceilnin  dislnncc,  and  tbrbade  any  man  lo  8peak,  on  jiuJa 
of  inataiit  death.    The  Itltlo  column  pushud  forwHrd  r:q>iill/. 
So  accurately  had  ihe  (tolonel  noted  the  locality,  and  caicuUt(.-d 
the  poeitiotis  of  the  Bentinels,  that  he  vha  al>li!  to  Itiad  liU-  ■ 
men  between  tliosu  two  unsuspecting  individuiilH  at  t)io  t 
mont  when  ihoy  were  jartheet  apait;  and  he  was  alioosl  ujio 
the  sleeping  pii^ket  before  a  man  of  it  began  tu  slJr,     At  thtff 
distance  of  ten  yiirda,  Burr,  who  was  a  paee  or  two  iti  i  ~ 
vance,  was  ehallcngcd  by  a  ncntine),  whom  he  itittaiitly  a~ 
dead,  and  then  gave  the  word  for  the  altauk.     With  fix^ 
bayonelH  his  men  rushed  upon  the  drowsy  foe,  who  W 
prisoners  before  tliey  wej-e  completely  awako.     One  oflincr,  t 
sergeant,  a  oor|)oiai,  and  tncnly-«i:ven  [)rivalo9  full  into  tluArfl 
hands  on  this  occasion.     Only  one  of  the  pit'k^t,  beside  tlia* 
Beiitinel,  made  any  rcsisiniicc.',  ntid  In;   wiis  m  ci-prmfri'd  nlh-i 
he  had  received  two  bayonet  wounds.   lie  attempted  to  march 
away  with  his  comrades,  but,  atler  going  a  short  distance, 
wa'i  compelled  to  He  down,  exhausted  and  fluting  from  ]oM 
of  blood. 

"  Go  a  little  further,  my  good  fellow,"  said  Burr,  "  aod  w« 
will  get  a  surgeon  for  you." 

"Ah,  sir,"  gasjjed  tlie  dying  veteran,  "all  the  dodon 
in  America  can  do  me  no  service,  for  1  am  a  dying  mao ;  but 
it  gneves  me  sore  to  the  heait  to  think  I  have  served  m; 
king  upward  of  twenty  years,  and  at  length  ruust  die  with  a 
charged  musket  in  my  hand." 

In  a  few  minutes,  surrounded  by  friends  and  foes  equally 
•ympathizing,  the  old  soldier  breathed  his  last.  Of  the  attwl^ 
ing  party  not  a  man  leceivud  a  scratch. 

Instantly  Colonel  Burr,  with  the  instinct  of  a  true  soldier, 
set  about  turning  this  slight  and  easy  victory  to  the  greatest 
possible  advantage.  He  dispatched  an  express  from  the  very 
scene  of  his  exploit  to  the  main  body  of  his  troops  at  Par*- 
tnus,  ordering  them  to  march  toward  him  immediately,  with 
•II  the  miiiUa  of  the  district.    In  various  direvtiona  ha  dw- 
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patched  messengers  to  rally  the  country  to  his  support.  The 
news  of  the  night's  adventure,  magiiified  into  a  splendid  vic- 
tory over  the  red  coats,  flew  like  the  wind,  and  displaced  the  ' 
panic  of  the  day  before  by  its  natural  consequence,  an  all-defy- 
ing conBdence.  At  that  time  the  patriots  stood  in  such  awe 
of  the  British  regulars  that  the  actual  killing  of  a  few,  and 
the  parade  of  a  few  more  as  prisoners,  were  events  of  a  most 
inspiring  nature,  calculated  to  call  forth  every  musket  of  the 
neighborhood  in  which  they  occurred.  Before  night.  Colonel 
Burr  found  himself  at  the  head  of  an  imposing  force,  with 
which  he  continued  to  make  such  terrible  demonstrations,  that 
the  enemy  retreated  with  precijiitation,  leaving  behind  them 
the  cattle  they  had  collected.  All  night  Colonel  Burr  was  again 
on  the  alert,  arranging  his  miscellaneous  forces,  and  preparing 
to  march  on  the  morrow  in  pursuit.  But  in  the  morning,  came 
peremptory  orders  for  his  regiment  to  join  the  main  body  of 
the  army  in  Pennsylvania,  where  Washington  was  fighting 
hand  to  liand  with  the  British  for  the  possession  of  Phiiadel^ 
phj;i,  with  large  odds  against  him.  For  forty-eight  hours 
he  had  not  once  closed  his  eyes,  nor  scarcely  sat  down ; 
yet  nothing  but  the  arrival  of  these  orders  coul<l  have  held 
him  back  from  an  impetuous  march  after  the  flying  enemy. 
For  fifty  years  the  events  of  these  exciting  days  and  nights 
were  nan-ated  in  the  county ;  where,  to  the  last.  Colonel 
Burr  had  devoted  friends.  In  the  army  the  story  of  his  tak- 
ing off  the  picket  so  neatly  gave  him  new  popularity. 

In  all  his  busy  career.  Colonel  liurr  could  scarcely  ever  have 
been  more  absorbed  in  his  duties  than  while  thus  4i'illing  and 
fighting  his  regiment  in  Orange  county,  during  the  first  weeks 
of  his  exercising  inde])endent  command.  Yet  it  was  there  and 
tlien  that  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  a  lady  who,  if  we 
may  believe  a  lover's  language,  first  made  him  respi'ct  the  in- 
tellect of  woman,  and  to  whom  he  owed  the  happiest  hours 
the  happiest  years,  of  his  existence. 

At  Panimus,  sixteen  miles  from  where  his  regiment  lay, 
there  lived,  in  modest  elegance,  a  family  of  the  name  of  Pre- 
vost,  a  branch  of  a  family  distinguished  in  the  society  and  in 
the  annals  of  England.    Colonel  Prevost  was  with  his  regi- 


101  I.IPE    OK    AARON     BURR. 

ment  in  tlie  Wo-it  IndieB,  and  al  Pai-amu*  livv-d  iii^  wit«.  The*.  ' 
dnsia  Pri'vosl,  liiT  niBtcr  Misa  T>u  Vismi>,  ninl  llu-ir  mopiiT, 
Mr«.  Do  Visim-.  mid  the  two  litllp  sons  of  Colnn.-l  iind  Jlra. 
Pievosl.  Till)  !a<liea  were  ac(!«mpliiihcd  nnd  inti'lligt'iu ;  fur 
a  long  time  tlit'ir  liouM  tia<l  been  tho  cfiiier  »f  the  taont  d» 
gntil  Boaiety  of  ilio  vicinity,  and  after  the  U^volntion  htul  l>c- 
finii,  officL-rs  of  innk  in  ih©  American  anny  alill  vJMled  tliem. 
]3y  tfic  Htric-t  Intv  of  the  Btntc  tlio/  would  linvo  bfcii  csoin)iuIled 
to  witlidi-aw  to  the  British  army,  and  some  of  the  wvurer 
Whigs  wished  llic  Isw  to  ha  I'lifoiiied  in  ihfir  uaite,  an  it  had 
been  in  others.  Hut  these  ladlvo,  bendea  bnng  bd<iv<>d  in 
the  ncighboihiiiu],  gnarded  their  eonduut  with  so  muih  i»A 
that  no  vpry  tteiiuua  opposition  was  made  to  theti'  reKidenc* 
within  the  Arat'iican  tines.  The  sudden  death  of  Colonel  Pro- 
vost in  tile  West  Indies  gnvo  them  at  length  tho  right  lo. 
embrace  cither  party  in  the  great  diapnte.  "When  Ctdonel 
Burr  tonic  the  command  in  that  part  of  the  (country,  Ihu  Vtv- 
vests  liL'lil  their  old  position,  uiid  their  lioiiso  was  a  (iivorite 
resort  of  the  Aincrlc.in  otlieers.  Ii  is  not  unlikely  that  hia  uc- 
quaintunco  with  the  fiiinily  begmi  on  that  night  of  terror  when 
the  Uritisli  tliieatened  to  lay  waste  the  eoimtry,  and  the 
Aineriejin  militia  attaclted  the  farm  feucen.  If  ao,  the  young 
soldier  must  have  prenented  himself  to  the  ladies  in  the  char- 
acter that  ladies  love,  that  of  a  hero  and  protector ;  a  protec- 
tor t'n>\n  the  ravages  oftroopn  who  were  there  (or  the  eztpreaa 
purpose  of  plundering  and  destroying.  Be  that  aa  it  may,  it 
is  certain  tli.it  about  this  time  Mi-s.  I'revost  and  Colonel  Burr 
conceived  for  each  ether  a  regard  which  rapidly  warmed  into 
au  ardent  paasion.    ' 

But  there  was  no  time  for  dalliance  now ;  lie  at  once  began 
Iiis  marcti  across  New  Jersey,  using  all  his  usual  vigilance 
trt  avoid  the  enemy,  who  were  known  to  be  in  motion,  but 
for  wtiat  object  was  micertain.  In  November,  1777,  he  joined 
the  main  army,  twenty  miles  above  Philadeljihia,  and  after 
holding  a  position  in  advance  fiir  some  weeks,  went  into  winter 
quarters,  witti  the  rest  of  the  troops,  at  Valley  Forge, 

There,  na  elsewhere,  his  relationa  with  the  comniander-in- 
«hief  were  unfortunate.   Ho  planned  an  cTpedition  against  the 
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British  posts  on  Staten  Island,  the  localities  and  inhabitants 
of  which  had  been  familiar  to  him  from  childhood.  He  pro- 
jx)sed  the  scheme  to  General  Washington,  and  asked  for  two 
hundred  men  of  his  own  regiment  as  a  nucleus,  relying  on  his 
ability  to  raise  the  country  in  ease  he  should  appear  there 
with  a  respectable  body  of  troops.  General  Washington  re- 
jected the  proposal ;  and  when,  afterward,  he  acted  upon  the 
idea,  gave  the  command  of  the  expedition  to  Lord  Stirhng, 
under  whom  it  proved  a  failure.  There,  too,  as  elsewhere. 
Colonel  Burr  contrived  to  distinguish  himself  in  circumstances 
that  gave  np  promise  of  an  opportunity.  The  American  army 
had  gone  into  winter  quarters  after  a  succession  of  discom- 
fitures ;  and  being  still  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  powerful  en- 
emy, and  far  less  able  to  cope  with  him  than  before,  they  were 
discouraged  and  tieruous.  Ten  miles  from  the  town  of  hovels 
'in  which  the  main  body  cowered,  shivered  and  starved  during 
that  dreadful  winter,  tjiere  was  a  pass  called  the  Gulf,  from 
which  the  alarm  was  to  be  expected  if  the  British  army  should 
menace  an  attack.  A  strong  body  of  militia  was  stationed 
there  to  defend  the  pass  and  to  watch  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  These  militia  fancied  they  heard  the  tramp  of  British 
columns  in  every  nocturnal  noise,  and  were  continually  send- 
ing false  alarms  to  head-quarters,  which  obliged  the  general  to 
get  the  troops  under  arms,  and,  frequently,  to  keep  them  on 
the  alert  during  the  whole  night.  These  alarms,  it  was  soon 
found,  arose  from  the  want  of  a  proper  system  of  observation, 
and  from  a  j^eneral  looseness  of  discipline  in  the  corps.  In 
these  circumstances,  General  McDougal,  who  well  knew  the 
quality  of  Colonel  Burr  as  a  soldier,  recommended  General 
Washington  to  withdraw  from  the  guard  at  the  Gulf  all 
officers  superior  in  rank  to  Burr,  and  give  him  the  command 
of  the  post.     It  was  done. 

On  taking  the  command.  Colonel  Burr  proceeded  at  once  to 
put  in  force  a  system  of  the  most  rigorous  disciiiline.  lie  was 
ubiquitous  as  usual ;  visiting  the  most  remote  sentinels  pre- 
cisely at  the  moment  when  he  was  least  expected,  and  when  his 
presence  was  least  agreeable.  The  daily  drills  were  severe 
and  regular;  his  detection  of  oifcnders  magical  and  relentless. 

5* 
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To  inilitiamen,  who  bad  been  accnatomed,  «1i3a  in  «talir  . 
quarter)!,  to  k-aiil  lives  of  perfect  idleness,  to  Inn  Ol^ 
ruturii  to  it  almost  at  their  pleasure,  nnd  to  regird  itt  pAHw 
posneMding' propertj' o«loaJ«t«<l  to  soImm  tha  tediaiB  of  aaot 
dicr'a  winter,  in  the  light  of  Tories,  whom  it  wu  ptriuUMte 
plunder,  Colonel  Barr*8  system  WM  ii»a|^>oitahl&  TIm  bat- 
ter class  of  the  troops  siw  that  this  nnacciiatomed  rigor  wm 
necGssnry ;  but  a  mi^oritf. were' exceedingly  dfaocmtantod^  n4 
finally  resolved,  at  any  coat,  to  rid  themselves  of  iWtSr  oon> 
maiider.  Burr  was  informed  of  their  intention,  and  of  tiw  (mm 
when  he  nas  to  receive  bis  qnietns.  That  flTening,  bofora or- 
dering out  the  detachment,  he  oaosed  everj  oartridgo  to  b* 
withdrawn  from  the  mnskets,  and  provided  hiiMsIf  with  a 
well-sharpcriud  sword.  It  was  a  bright,  moonlight  eroalBg^  hmI 
as  he  marched  along  the  line  he  looked  the  ringteadMi  fa  tiw 
&ce,  keenly  watching  for  the  first  ofFensiTe  movemeot.  At 
length  a  man  stepped  from  the  rank|,  leveled  his  mnAat  at 
him,  and  cried  out,  "Now  is  your  time,  my  boys."  With  a 
quickness  and  self  possession  peculiarly  his  own,  Colonel  Burr 
raised  his  sword  and  struck  the  arm  of  the  mutineer  above  the 
elbow,  breaking  the  bone,  and  leaving  the  limb  banging  by  ' 
little  more  than  the  skin. 

"Take  your  place  in  the  line,  sir,"  said  the  colonel,  quietly. 

The  man  obeyed.  In  a  few  minutes  the  corps  was  dismissed; 
the  mail  went  to  bed ;  the  amputation  of  the  arm  was  com- 
pleted by  the  smgeon  ;  and  no  more  was  heard  of  the  mutiny. 
While  Colonel  Buit  commanded  at  that  post,  the  army  slept 
in  their  huts  nudist iiibed.     There  was  not  one  false  alarm. 

It  was  during  this  winter  that  the  popul.arity  of  General 
Gates,  and  the  discontents  of  some  officers  nearer  the  pcrDon 
of  Geneial  Washington,  gave  rise  to  the  well-known  cabal  to 
supplant  the  commander  in-chief.  During  the  previous  autumn, 
while  Washington  had  lost  Philadelphia,  and  experienced  lit 
tie  but  disaster,  the  fortune  of  war,  rather  than  his  own  gene 
ralsliip,  had  given  Gates  the  glory  of  Burgoyne's  surrender, 
an  event  which  clectrilied  the  world,  and  niised  General  Gates 
to  a  popularity  diapro portioned  to  his  merits.  Colonel  Burr 
was  too  young  au  officer  to  take  a  leading  j>art  in  the  move- 
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ments  against  General  Washington  ;  but  it  appears  to  have  had 
)ns  syni|>athy.  His  dislike  to  the  general  was  rooted  ;  and  the 
general,  though  he  trusted  and  valued  Colonel  Burr  as  an 
officer,  is  said,  even  at  this  time,  to  have  distrusted  him  as  a 
man. 

With  the  commencement  of  active  operations  in  the  spring, 
these  intrigues  ceased;  and  the  murmurs  against  the  com- 
mander-in-chief were  soon  drowned  in  the  applause  which  re- 
warded his  partial  success  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth.  In  that 
action  Colonel  Buit  commanded,  in  the  absence  of  his  seniors, 
one  of  the  brigades  of  Lord  Stirling's  division,  the  brigade 
consisting  of  his  own  regiment,  and  parts  of  two  others.  On 
this  occasion,  his  activity  and  vigilance,  his  long-continued  ex- 
ertions during  three  of  the  hottest  days  and  nights  of  summer, 
came  near  proving  fatal  to  him.  All  through  the  sultry  night 
that  preceded  the  battle,  he  was  on  the  alert,  surveying  the 
ground  and  preparing  for  the  fight. 

From  before  the  dawn  of  the  eventful  day  until  late  in  the 
evening,  his  men  were  under  arms,  either  engaged  or  waiting 
orders,  exposed  to  a  sun  so  powerful  as  to  be  only  less  fatal 
than  the  enemy's  fire.  Toward  noon,  while  Stirling  was  thun- 
dering away  with  his  artillery  at  the  enemy,  Colonel  Burr 
perceived  a  detachment  of  the  British  issuing  opposite  him 
from  the  wood  which  hemmed  in  the  small  marshy  plain  in 
which  the  battle  was  fought.  Before  him  Avas  a  morass  over 
which  a  bridge  had  been  thrown  to  the  solid  ground  beyond. 
Eager  for  a  share  in  the  glory  of  the  day,  he  instantly  gave 
the  word  for  his  brigade  to  cross  this  bridge,  and  march  to- 
ward the  approaching  enemy.  When  about  half  his  force  had 
crossed,  and  were  within  the  enemy's  fire,  one  of  General 
Washington's  aids  galloped  up  to  Colonel  Burr  and  ordered 
him  to  halt  his  men,  and  hold  them  where  they  were  until  fur- 
ther orders.  Burr  remonstrated  vehemently,  lie  said  it  was 
madness  to  halt  with  his  force  so  divided  that  it  could  not  bo 
formed,  and  though  within  range  of  the  enemy's  artillery 
could  make  no  effectual  resistance.  The  aid-de-camp  replied 
that  the  order  was  peremptory  and  must  be  obeyed,  then 
rode  away,  leaving  Colonel  Burr  in  a  position  most  distressing. 
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Thr  cannon-balls  sonn  began  to  roar  above  tbe  hoads  of  Lin 
men,  nnd  to  sttiku  with  threatening  proximity.  Soon  Colonel 
Burr  aaw  brave  men  I>egin  to  tiill  nboiit  him,  in  conseqncniv, 
as  be  tliouglit,  of  blundering  gencralf«liip ;  and  h'&  feeling 
toward  the  coininandei--in-ohiet'  weio  deeply  embitleied.  In 
a  few  minutes  Coiond  Duramor,  »p<H)nd  in  comnnd  to  Bnrr, 
was  killed  ;  and,  soon  after,  at  a  moment  when  Colonel  Biirr 
h:td  by  cbanee  thrown  hU  leg  forward,  n  ball  ntniok  Itta  lionMs 
on  the  aaddle-girth,  kiUed  the  animal  innlnntly,  atid  tuniltkH 
bin  lider  headlong  on  the  ground.  Hun  was  il[>  again  ii)  a 
moment  uninjured.  As  no  further  order*  Anivt^d,  tlicnivn  wito 
bad  orOHsed  the  bridge  rejoined  their  oomradoti;  and  what 
their  coniranndcr  liad  fuodly  lioped  would  have  been  a  glorioii* 
and  suticessful  charge  resulted  in  confiieion,  dcmontlieaiion, 
and  losa.  Smarting  under  tbia  diiap]>Mntroent,  it  ia  not  SOI^ 
])riHing  that  Burr  should  have  warmly  lidcen  the  Ride  of  Gm- 
eral  Lte  in  the  contest  which  ensued  between  that  oi^i(^<^r  and 
General  Washington.  It  was, in  a  letter  to  Burr  that  Lee 
made  the  remjn'k  frequently  (juoteil,  lh:it  he  was  going  to 
resign  his  eoninii-ision,  retire  to  Vii'ginia,  and  learn  to  ho© 
tobacco,  "  which  I  Hnd,"  said  thii  irate  and  sarcastic  general, 
"  is  the  best  school  to  fonn  a  consunim:itc  general." 

It  was  late  in  the  niglit  after  the  battle,  before  Colonel  Burr 
threw  himself  upon  the  ground  to  sleep.  What  with  the  heat, 
and  with  hid  labors,  which  had  been  imremittod  for  forty  hours, 
he  was  completely  exhausted,  and  he  sank  into  so  profound  k 
sleep  that  ho  had  lain  for  sonie  hours  in  the  morning  sun  be- 
fore he  awoke.  The  etleet  of  this  exposure  was  extremely 
injurious.  On  getting  up  he  eould  sc.trcely  walk,  so  stiffened 
were  his  limbs;  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  woi'se  symptoms 
appeared.  His  constitution  did  not  recover  from  the  efiecta 
of  those  days  and  nights  at  Monmouth  for  more  than  live 
yeai-s,  the  disease  having  finally  taken  the  form  of  chromo 
diarrhea,  from  which  his  abstemiousness  in  diet  at  length,  but 
very  giadnally,  relieved  him.  During  the  rest  of  the  Mon- 
mouth  campaign,  it  was  with  diffioi  Ity  and  pain  that  he  per- 
formed the  duties  of  his  command. 

Immediately  after  the  battle,  ho  was  disp.itched  tiy  General 
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Washington  to  move  about  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York,  to 
procure  information  respecting  the  motions  and  intentions  of 
the  enemy ;  which  latter  it  was  of  the  first  importance  to  as- 
certain. He  was  desired  "  to  send  one,  two,  or  three  trusty 
persoiis  over  to  the  city  to  get  the  reports,  the  newspapers, 
and  the  truths  if  they  can,"  an<l  "  to  employ  three,  four  or 
more  persons  to  go  to  Bergen  Heights,  Weehawk,  Hoebuck, 
or  any  other  heights  thereabout,  convenient  to  observe  the 
motions  of  the  enemy's  shijiping."  This  commission  he  exe- 
cuted to  the  satisfaction  of  General  Washington,  and,  return- 
ing after  an  absence  of  some  weeks  to  the  main  body,  was 
ordered  to  march  with  his  regiment  to  West  Point,  "  with  all 
convenient  dispatch,  marching  ten  miles  a  day,  as  water  and 
ground  will  permit."  The  regiment,  liowever,  marched  with- 
out its  commanding  officer,  as  he  was  selected  by  General 
Washington  to  perform  the  delicate  duty  of  conducting  cer- 
tain influential  Tories  within  the  British  lines.  That  done,  ho 
proceeded  to  West  Point,  his  health  being  then  completely 
broken. 

Finding  himself  in  the  autumn  quite  unfit  for  duty,  he  took 
a  short  leave,  and  spent  a  few  weeks  at  his  old  home  in  P^liza- 
bethtown,  greatly  to  the  improvenunit  of  his  health.  Assured 
that  nothing  but  some  months  of  repose  would  ]>lace  him  be- 
yond the  d^iger  of  relapse,  he  ap]>lied  to  General  Washing- 
ton for  leave  "  to  retire  from  /><iry  aiid  duty"  till  the  next  cam- 
j).aign.  "My  anxiety  to  be  out  of  pay,"  said  he,  "  arises  in  no 
measure  from  intention  or  wish  to  avoid  any  requisite  service. 
But  too  grejit  a  regard  to  malicious  surmises,  and  a  delicacy 
perhaps  censurable,  might  otherwise  hurry  me  unnecessarily 
into  service,  to  the  prejudice  of  my  health,  and  without  any 
advantage  to  the  public."  General  Washington  replied  that 
this  was  caiTying  delicacy  a  little  too  far ;  il  w.*is  not  custom- 
ary, and  it  would  be  unjust ;  and,  therefore,  while  he  had  the 
leave  asked  for,  his  pay  would  be  coiilinued.  Upon  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  general's  rei>ly,  Colonel  Burr  repaired  forthwith 
to  West  Point,  being  unwilling  to  accept  a  furlough  unless  his 
pay  was  intermitted. 

During  part  of  the  winter  he  was  the  officer  in  command  of 


i 


■jHi#  I.IFK    OF     AARON     fiUBB. 

that  imiwrtant  post.  He  was  now  tweniy-lhree  years  old,  but 
tlic  youtlifulnos.s  of  liis  Hppearance  mill  gave  I-JM?  Ui  ludicruuii 
inciJerits.  One  day,  while  Iio  was  at  WmI,  Puinti  n  fanner 
came  lo  tlie  works,  and  asked  to  see  Culouel  llitrr,  Aii  ur- 
derly  sergeant  conducted  liim  to  tbu  aiiarttuetit  wbvre  Culmiel 
Biirr  was. 

"  Sir,"  naid  tiie  fermer,  "  I  wish  to  aeo  Colonel  Burr,  u  1 
have  somelliing  to  aay  to  him." 

"  Yon  may  jn'ocoed,"  was  the  reply,  "  I  am  Colonel  Bttrr." 

The  countrynnin  looked  incrednloua,  and  said)  "  I  sU|)pow 
yoii  are  Colonel  Burr's  eon." 

The  Benlinel  sit  the  door  overheard  this  colloqny,  and  Burr 
thuH  acquired  the  nickname  in  the  regiment  of  Colwiet  Jirtrft 
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THE   WESTCHESTER   LINES. 

OOVT'ITIOH  or  TDB  COCNTRT  BKFORS  COLOXKL  BuRR  TOOK  THE  COMMAND — SfTTPRMB- 

■B  Plvxdkrixo  —  IIiB  Habits  as  a  Soldirr  — ])i»»thoy8  tiir  Block  Fort— 
LovR  Adtkntitrb  by  Nigiit — Krhigms  iiw  Commiwion  —  Tkstimont  or  tiib 
Mbx  whom  iik  Commandrd  —  ASBCDOTE8— Intkkvibw  with  Mrs.  Abxolp  at 
Pabamcs — ErracTV  op  ras  War  upox  nis  Ciiaractkr  and  Fortuns. 

Lv  January,  1779,  Colonel  Burr  was  appointed  to  a  post  of 
greater  importance  and  difficulty  than  any  he  ha^l  previously 
held,  and  one  in  wliich  he  acquired  his  greatest  distinction  as 
a  soldier.  He  was  placed  in  command  of  the  "lines"  in  West 
Chester  county,  New  York,  a  region  lying  between  the  posts  of 
the  British  at  Kingsbricige,  and  those  of  the  Americans  fifteen 
or  twenty  miles  above  them. 

Tliis  district  of  country,  from  the  day  tlie  British  were  mas- 
ters of  the  city  of  New  York,  was  more  exposed  to  the  worst 
ravages  of  war  than  any  other  portion  of  the  United  States 
A  geiitleman  who  lived  in  it  during  the  tirst  five  years  of  the 
contest,  siiys  that  the  county  was  ''  a  scene  of  tlie  deepest  dis- 
tress. From  the  Croton  to  Kingsbridge  every  species  of  rap- 
ine  and  lawless  violence  prevailed.  No  man  weiit  to  his  bed 
but  under  the  apprehension  of  having  his  house  plundered  or 
burned,  and  himself  or  family  massacred  before  morning.  Some, 
under  the  character  of  Whigs,  plundered  the  Tories  ;  while 
others,  of  the  latter  description,  plundered  the  Whigs.  Par- 
ties of  marauders,  assuming  either  character  or  none,  as 
suited  their  convenience,  indiscriminately  assailed  both  Whigs 
and  Tories.  So  little  vigilance  was  used  oii  our  part,  tliat  em- 
issaries and  spies  of  the  enemy  passed  and  repassed  without  in- 
terruption." What  added  to  the  evil  was,  that  the  lower  part 
of  the  county  contained  a  large  number  of  houses  of  consider- 
able pretension,  the  residences  of  wealthy  farmers  or  wealthier 
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ren'nrd  enterprising  m»- 


citiiscns.     The  region  was 
raii(i<.'is. 

Ciilonel  Bun"  cntennl  u[ioii  ihe  command  of  the  "  liniW" 
on  the  13th  of  Jnmiary;  [\\»  heni1-i(uuriurti  Wing  al  White 
Plains,  twenty-seven  miles  above  lliu  dty.  Ilia  line  of  jimU 
(^>:tenileil  from  the  Hudsou  to  tho  Soiiod,  fouiturn  milen 
White  Pluina  heing  midwuy  between  llie  two  waters.  HU 
great  objects  were  to  prevent  unliuensed  oommuniciitioti  wilk 
tlie  enemy,  to  kfcp  their  Bpies  from  reaching  the  npper  cxic- 
try,  nnd  to  put  a  atop  to  tbu  ttoenes  of  robbery  aud  lilouJuhud 
for  wbicli  tile  region  wab  notoiious. 

The  very  morning  on  wliioh  he  nssuraed  the  command,  an 
occurrence  tool:  pliiee  which  let  him  into  tlie  aeurcl  of  the 
dimrders.  On  liis  arrival  in  catnp,  a  lew  clayi>  before,  lie  had 
discovered  timt  of  rU  the  dntiea  ilevolving  on  tho  force  about 
to  be  under  his  eommand,  the  one  most  in  fiivor  with  officers 
and  with  pvivntes,  with  regnlarrt  and  with  inilitin,  wa*  scouU  . 
ing  ;  nnd  that  an  expedition  of  the  l^ind  was  then  on  foot,  to 
lie  led  by  Colonel  Littletield,  Burr's  predecessor.  Not  wish- 
ing  to  liegiu  his  reiijn  with  an  ungracious  act  of  authority,  he 
did  not  countermand  the  proposed  excursion,  though  its  ad  vis- 
aliienesa  was  by  no  means  apparent  to  liim.  On  the  contrary, 
lie  tluiugiit  it  ill-advised,  and  unnecessary.  Nevenbeieas,  on 
the  very  evening  before  he  entered  formally  upon  thefiutJes 
of  the  station.  Colonel  Littletield,  with  bis  scouting  party  of 
one  liunitred  and  filly  men,  set  out  from  ^Vliite  Plains,  witlt 
tiie  ostensible  object  of  watching  the  enemy's  movements  in 
the  neighborhood  of  New  Rochelle.  Colonel  Bnrr  was  most 
strenuous  in  urging  Littlefieid  to  respect  the  property  of 
friend  and  foe.  The  parly  were  gone  all  night.  In  tlio  morn* 
iiig,  to  the  equal  astonishment  and  disgust  of  Colonel  Burr, 
(lie  troops  came  straggling  in  loaded  with  plunder,  and  lead- 
ing horses  with  mountains  of  bedding,  blanket!!,  and  clothing 
on  their  backs.  Officers  and  men  seemed  equally  concerned 
in  the  robbeiies.  Uefure  the  party  bad  been  in  an  hour, 
farmers  from  New  llochello  came  into  camp,  complaining 
piteously  of  the  plunder  of  their  houses  and  stables,  a.sserting 
their  friendliness  to  the  patriotic  cause,  and  imploring  Colonel 
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Burr  to  restore  their  property.  "  Sir,"  wrote  that  officer  in 
his  report  to  General  3IcDou<^al,  "till  now,  I  never  wished 
tor  arbitrary  power ;  I  could  gibbet  lialf  a  dozen  good  Whigs 
with  all  the  venom  of  an  inveterate  Tory  !" 

Colonel  Burr's  resolution  was  instantly  taken.  The  plunder, 
as  it  came  in,  was  deposited  by  the  plunderers  in  a  certain 
^ot,  to  await  an  equitable  division  among  the  zealous  party. 
Burr  seized  the  whole  of  it,  and  ])roceeded  immediately  to 
take  measures  for  its  restoration.  He  took  so  decided  a  stand 
on  the  occasion,  and  made  it  so  evident  that  he  was  in  earnest, 
and  tliat  he  was  a  man  to  be  obeyed,  that  this  aflTair,  appa- 
rently inauspicious,  was  the  beginning  of  a  new  order  of  things 
in  the  Westchester  lines.  P^or  the  time,  however,  he  was 
utterly  disgusted ;  particularly  when  he  found  that  the  offi- 
cers, nearly  to  a  man,  secretly  or  openly  favored  the  system 
of  plunder.  "Truly  an  ominous  commencement,"  he  wrote 
to  liis  general.  *'*'  Is  this  the  promised  protection  ^  I  read  in 
the  face  of  every  child  I  pass  ;  for  the  whole  honor  of  the  ex- 
pedition redounds  to  me.  I  now  perceive,"  he  added,  "  from 
whence  arose  the  ardor  for  scouting."  The  old  general  ap- 
proved his  conduct,  but  advised  him  to  deal  tenderly  with  the 
plunderei's, "  as  they  are  brave,  and  are  very  sore  by  the  plun- 
dering of  the  Tories." 

Burr  began  that  very  day  to  set  on  foot  a  new  system.  He 
rode  to  every  post  before  night  set  in,  and  annoimced  his  de- 
termination to  protect  all  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the 
county,  whether  Whig  or  Tory,  and  to  punish  all  marauders 
with  the  utmost  severity  of  military  law.  Any  officer  who  so 
much  as  connived  at  robbery  he  would  send  up  to  the  general's 
quarters  with  a  file  of  men,  the  hour  the  crime  was  discovered. 
He  began,  immediately,  to  make  out  a  list  of  all  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  district,  and  divided  them  into  classes,  Tories, 
AVIiigs,  timid  Whigs,  spies,  horse-thieves,  and  others,  designat- 
ing each  by  certain  secret  marks  opposite  his  name.  He  also 
made  the  outline  of  a  map,  on  which,  as  his  knowledge  of  the 
country  increased,  he  marked  the  roads,  swamps,  creeks,  woods, 
hiding  places  and  by-paths,  which  might  be  made  available 
by  disaffected  persons  in   escaping  pursuit,  or  evading  ob- 
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■crvation.  lie  organised  the  respeoUUfl  Toimg  ion  oTiIn  ' 
county  into  a  uoipg  of  horsemen,  to  Berve  witboul  pMjr,  mi' 
ipeviiU  Hci'vicL's  when  auromoned,  and  in  tmunuUii^  iol 
gL-nce.  So  wiiii]ilc'te  and  fflidont  a  jiywtem  of  ▼idett**,  pmioli^ 
and  BignnJa  wait  established,  that  notliinjr  of  the  sliKlitcit  ii 
portancH  conld  take  piaoe  in  any  part  of  the  oonntjr  viUn 
immediate  intbrmatioDof  it  being  dispotuhed  to  jM*d4]Bait«i 
To  prevent  the  iiitranon  of  the  enemy's  tptm,  who  had  ft» 
qiiently  come  to  head-qiiarten  on  fHvolotu  pretaxti,  ha  waaH 
nut  allow  aT)y  one  who  lived  below  his  line  <^  poato  to  pav 
them,  but  a]>[)ointed  a  few  well-known  petaotu  to  toooivotlMr 
commuiiicaiions  and  complaint!,  imd  fbrward  thfm  to  hmt^ 
quarter!].  Another  advantage  of  thb  r^idaUoa  waa,  tlm  il 
diminislied  the  number  of  vexations  appliMtfaNU  fi»r  raJraa^rf 
8li<rlit  or  imaginary  grievanoea,  with  wbieb  pranoos  ooummtit 
ers  had  been  be»et. 

CuloncI  Burr  soon  had  an  opportnnity  of  showing  tha 
trou]>s  and  the  people  that  he  would  be  as  Btriot  in  enforcing 
\na  ivgulutions  mt  lie  wan  ini^enious  in  devising  them,  A  few 
days  alter  tiie  affair  of  tlie  Hcouters,  the  house  of  one  Gieduey 
was  robbed  by  night,  and  the  family  inHiilted  and  alarmed. 
The  next  inoniiiig,  a  son  of  Gedney,  disregarding  the  rule 
that  no  one  from  below  ini^ht  go  direct  to  head -quarters,  made 
his  way,  by  secret  paths,  to  Colonel  Buit,  and  laid  before  him 
his  complaint.  Burr's  firat  act  was  to  order  the  young  man 
into  confinement  for  breaking  the  rule;  which  done,  he  bent 
all  his  enei'gies  and  all  the  resources  of  his  xystem  to  the  de- 
tection of  the  plunderers.  lie  ro<lc  over  to  the  plundered 
house,  where  he  learned  that  the  marauders,  having  worn 
disguiscH,  had  not  been  recognized  by  Gedney  or  his  fitmily. 
Hy  what  means  he  detectcil  them  was  unknown ;  but  before 
twenty-fimr  hours  had  elapsed,  every  man  of  the  party  had 
been  seemed,  and  a  great  part  of  the  stctlen  proi»erty  recov- 
ered. U|iO(i  referring  to  his  registei',  Colonel  Iliirr  found  that 
tieilney  was  a  Tory  ;  but  he  was  known  to  have  taken  no  active 
jKirt  agiiinst  the  patriots ;  an<l  Hurr  ha<l  promised  that  all  such 
aliouhl  be  protected.  lie  thurefi>rc  caused  the  robbers  to  ba 
drawn  up  in  presence  of  the  troops,  laden  with  their  booty, 
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and  then  had  them  conducted  by  a  company  of  so1diei*8  to 
Gedncy'8  house.  There,  he  required  them,  first,  to  restore 
'  the  stolen  goods ;  next,  to  pay  in  money  for  such  as  had  been 
lost  or  damaged ;  thirdly,  he  compelled  each  man  to  present 
Gedney  with  a  sum  of  money,  as  a  compensation  for  his  fright 
and  loss  of  time ;  fourthly,  he  had  each  robber  tied  up  and 
flogged  ten  lashes ;  lastly,  he  made  each  of  them  ask  pardon 
of  the  old  man,  and  promise  good  behavior  in  future.  All 
these  things  were  done  with  the  utmost  deliberation  and  ex- 
actness, and  the  effects  produced  by  them  were  magical.  Not 
another  house  was  plundered,  not  another  family  w^as  alarmed, 
while  Colonel  Burr  commanded  in  the  Westchester  lines.  The 
mystery  and  swiftness  of  the  detection,  the  rigor  and  fairness 
with  which  the  marauders  were  treated,  overawed  the  men 
whom  three  campaigns  of  lawless  warfare  had  corrupted,  and 
restored  confidence  to  the  people  who  had  passed  their  lives 
in  terror. 

That  Colonel  Burr  was  a  wizard  or  necromancer,  and  could 
tell  a  thief  by  looking  into  his  face,  was  the  firm  belief  of  a 
large  number  of  his  men  ;  an  opinion  which  received  frequent 
confirmation  from  the  remarkable  talent  he  possessed  for  hold- 
ing his  tongue  till  the  moment  arrived  for  speaking.  Among 
other  inci<lents,  the  following  was  adduced  as  a  proof  of  his 
Bupematural  powers.  On  the  day  of  his  arrival  in  camp,  be- 
fore he  had  assumed  the  command,  and  before  ho  had  estab- 
lished any  means  of  procuring  intelligence,  he  visited  all  the 
]K>sts,  and  took  a  wide  survey  of  the  country.  On  his  return, 
he  said  to  a  lieutenant  whom  he  knew,  "  Drake,  that  post  on 
the  North  river  will  be  attacked  before  morning;  neither 
officers  nor  men  know  any  thing  of  their  duty  ;  you  must  go 
and  take  charge  of  it ;  keep  your  eyes  open,  or  you  will  have 
your  throat  cut."  Lieutenant  Drake  went,  and  the  event  proved 
as  Burr  had  predicted.  The  fort  was  attacked  that  night  by 
a  tympany  of  horse,  whom  Drake  repulsed,  with  loss  to  them 
und  honor  to  himself.  When  he  returned  next  morning  to 
hea<l-quarters,  Bearing  with  him  the  trophies  of  war,  and  told 
bw  story  to  his  comrades,  every  one  wonderingly  asked,  how 
^  «pa]d  Burr  know  that  f 
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Tile  hatiils  of  tlie  man,  t^n,  were '  tlie  tlicmc  of  Riltntralton 
nmong  the  lioopH.  U'le  diet  van  *im|)le  and  ■l>f)i'«  in  tlie  «!• 
tronic  ;  he  dt'pl  n*  lightly  as  a  hiiiv,  and  a  wuiiiliTridli;  >lii>rt- 
timc.  Ho  wuuKl  throw  himscir  iipt>ri  n  ruiLch  of  biitljtio  skiiia, 
nil  acwutcred  ns  )ie  was,  aoin«titnt:8  n'il)jout  even  taking offlia 
boutfl,  and  uflcr  sleeping  nn  Itoiir  or  two,  would  itpriog  op, 
pfrfuctly  awiike  in  a  moment,  and,  calliog  two  or  three  iif  Ilk 
trusty  horsetneti,  munut  and  i-idu  li^>in  ]mta  to  \hxH,  visiting 
every  gu aid  hmi]  srntincl  of  hiM  connnatid,  niid  rvini-niDg  >t 
dsylighi  to  snaieh  anothLT  hour  of  sleep.  Uuriiig  the  whcile 
of  that  winter,  with  tliu  (ixpeplion  of  two  ni|;hls,  when  h«  wm 
very  dittl-ienily  employed,  he  rode  from  sixteim  to  twenty- 
four  miles  every  iiighl,  between  midnight  aiid  iluylight,  chang- 
ing hiH  route  continuBlIy,  so  thnt  ht<  was  nlway*  vxpocted  at 
all  points;  and  ifnt  any  time  ho  wan  lota  expected  than  at  any 
other,  Ihen,  of  nil  uthur  tiuius,  he  was  sure  In  prc-ncnt  liiinwlf. 
He  thus  at  every  stnlion  exorted  the  apvll  of  hin  pi^i-smml  |>re» 
eni»,  and  every  man  aeted  as  und«r  the  cji-  ul'lii.-;  .•.iiiirri:iiiilir. 
While  I'equiring  from  oflicei's  and  men  an  amount  of  duty  and 
an  cxaet  obedience  to  which  they  had  never  before  been  ac- 
customed, he  wax  not  less  parlluiilar  in  attending  to  th^ 
health,  comfurt,  and  plenRure.  Their  clothing,  food,  lodging!, 
and  medicines,  were  objects  of  his  thoughtful  care,  and  lie 
even  contrived  games  fur  the  amusement  of  tbo  men  wliMi  off 

Men  treated  justly,  and  commanded  ably,  never  behivc  in 
any  but  one  way,  and  tliiit  is  glorioualy  levU.  The  IrcKips 
uinlor  command  of  Colonel  Burr  did  so.  They  caught  his 
spirit,  and  seconded  his  endeavors  with  enthusiasm.  Dining 
the  timt  weeks  of  his  eonmiund,  there  Merc  several  oont«sU 
with  gangs  of  hoi-sc-thteves  and  other  robbers,  in  which  tbo 
.  troops  fought  with  Burr's  own  intrepi'iity.  Once,  in  thai 
winter,  Govenior  Tryon  came  out  of  Xuw  York  with  two 
thousand  men  for  the  purpose  of  driving  nff  cattle,  and  of 
destroying  certain  salt-works  in  Wcstchcstir  county,  on  tfae 
■lioie  of  Long  Island  Sound.  Burr  receivL-d  instaut  iufunna- 
tion  of  this  tbrmidable  movement,  and  ^unt  woiil  to  (leneral 
Putnam,  who  was  then  nearer  the  enemy  than  liiuiself,  tli&t  if 


TUB    WESTCHESTER    LINES.  117 

he  would  keep  them  at  bay  for  a  few  Iiours,  he  would  himself 
fail  upon  their  rear  and  give  a  good  account  of  tlieni.  Burr 
set  out  immediately  with  all  his  force,  regular  and  irregular, 
and  marched  toward  the  Sound.  On  the  way  he  received  from 
General  Putnam  the  information  that  Tryon  had  turned  off 
toward  Connecticut ;  which  induced  Colonel  Burr  to  change 
the  direction  of  liis  march.  A  few  hours  later,  he  learned 
that  this  information  was  erroneous,  wlien  he  again  altered 
his  course,  and  marched  with  such  rapidity  that  he  got  within 
cannon-shot  of  Governor  Trvon's  rear  before  nis^ht.  The 
British,  now  thoroughly  frightened,  made  oiF  with  such  celer- 
ity as  to  escape  Burr's  exhausted  force,  leaving  all  their  cattle 
and  phmder  behind  them,  and  a  large  number  of  stragglers. 

Soon  after  this  aflair,  the  British  erected  a  block  fort  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  county,  which  Colonel  Burr  resolved  to 
destroy.  This  fort  was  in  the  enemv's  country,  Avithin  a  few 
miles  of  a  post  where  some  thousands  of  the  British  troops 
were  quartered ;  and  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  eifect  its 
destruction  with  little  noise,  and  with  great  dispatch.  Ac- 
cording to  his  custom.  Colonel  Burr  began  by  ])ersonally  and 
thoroughly  inspecting  the  edifice,  and  the  country  adjacent ; 
noting  accurately  the  distances,  and  measuring  with  his  eye  the 
height  of  the  port-holes.  Hand-grenades,  rolls  of  port-fire, 
canteens  tilled  with  inflammable  materials,  and  short  ladders, 
were  next  provided  ;  and  a  number  of  men,  volunteers,  were 
carefully  instructed  in  the  use  of  those  agents  of  destruction. 
Forty  volunteers  were  to  form  the  party  of  attack,  twenty  of 
whom  carried  the  inflammables  and  the  ladders.  Early  in  the 
evening  the  expedition  lefl  camp,  and  reached  a  place  one  mile 
from  the  fort  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morninij.  Here  the 
party  halted.  Colonel  Burr  now  disjjosed  of  his  men  so  as  to 
cut  off  the  escape  of  the  garrison,  and  ordered  Captain  Black, 
with  the  party  of  volunteers,  to  advance  silently  and  switlly 
to  the  fort,  disregarding  the  challenge  of  the  sentinels,  to 
place  the  ladders,  and  throw  into  each  port-hole  a  mass  of  the 
combustibles  with  a  slow  match  attached.  The  plan  succeeded 
to  admiration.  Before  the  garrison  was  awake,  the  fort  was 
on  fire  past  extinguishing.     Hand-grenades  were  then  thrown 
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into  the  uppiT  port-holea,  which  drorflths  troops  bctmrj^ 

it  very  tbw  minutes  ihoy  were  glad  anongh  to  escnpe  fru 

biu-iiiiig  liouHL*  and  surrender.    The  fort  was  oomplutely  | 

Hli-oj'ud,  niid  Colonel  Barr  reached  camp  mobi4h 

with  s.  lung  tile  of  priaonem,  md  without  the  k 

innn  uf  his  own  (larty.     The  Bacoe§a  of  this  Ihtlsd 

:iii'l  itrt  nmhicity,  gave  new  eelJt  to  the  t 

who  )>hiiiie'l  it.  -^  \ 

Colonel  Bun's  night  ridcs  have  been  tnentiossd  abov%iaai  ^ 
iin  itlhision  innile  to  the  &Dt  that  on  fipo  nigfata  of  tb»  viMn. 
hu  W.1M  otlicrwi-<e  engaged.  The  itory  of  Ut  advaatuniO 
tliiise  iiightH  he  usBd  to  tell  with  peonliar  pleMora,  mi  tbtf 
ftnr{iriNirig  tli;ii  ho  singular  a  narrative  ahonld  not  Inva-kNi' 
givun  to  the  piiblio  by  some  of  the  ooUeotora  of  revoldtiMiiy* 
inciileTits.  The  tale  strikingly  exem^ifies  Borr^  ■iiiillH 
tiilenl.  ; 

Uvcr  the  Ilndaon  river,  fifteen  miles  or  mors  ftna  th« 
nliore,  lived  the  accomplished  and  charmin?  Mrs.  Prevost.  From 
hiaotilpost  on  the  IIiulHim,  Colonel  Burr  could  see  the  hills 
atnuni;  whieh  nvHtk'<l  the  home  of  this  beloved  family,  but  be- 
tueen  thcni  rolled  a  rivor,  two  niiles  wide,  and  infested  with 
the  giin-hoatfl  and  h1oo|>!<  of  the  enemy,  while  beyond  it 
Ktretolied  an  expanse  of  oouiitry,  held  sometimes  by  one 
]ini'ty,  Rometimes  by  the  other,  bnt  either  of  whom  would 
prov(rnl  oi-  delay  the  jHyiirrens  of  a  soldier  bound  ou  an  errand 
of  love.  The  duties  of  Bun's  command,  too,  were  onerous 
and  incexNiuit.  By  day,  he  w.ii<  iui  autoci'atic  mngistrate,  hear 
ing  eomplaiiits,  deeiding  disputes,  writing  rejrai-ts,  inspecting 
trill)]))!,  sending  off  prisonerH,  purchftHing  supplies.  Wo  see 
him  sending  up  a  number  of  prisoiioi's  handciifted  in  oouples 
mid,  M  they  start,  the  guard  being  greatly  outnumbered  by 
them,  lie  semis  a  sergennt  along  the  line  to  cut  the  strings  of 
their  breeches,  which  obliged  them  to  employ  their  other  hand 
in  holding  up  that  ini]iortaut  garment.  Again,  he  writes  to 
the  general,  "Tlicre  are  .1  niimlierof  uomcu  here  of  bad  char- 
acter, who  are  continually  rnmiing  to  New  York  and  back 
again ;  if  they  were  men,  I  should  tloLC  them  without  mercy." 
Then,  he  is  Kouring  the  coimtry,  iJir  and  near,  fur  shooa,  for 
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moiasses,  for  wheat,  for  rum  ;  which  List,  he  tells  the  genera] 
he  can  buy  at  White  Plains  at  twenty  dollars  a  gallon.  By 
night  he  was  riding  among  his  posts  and  sentinels,  knowing 
well  that  only  vigilance  like  his  kept  the  guards  from  being 
surprised ;  as  was  sufficiently  proved  when  that  vigilance  was 
withdrawn. 

Yet  in  spite  of  these  difficulties,  he  contrived  twice  during 
the  M'inter  to  visit  Paramus.  In  achieving  these  visits,  ho 
equaled  Leander  in  daring,  and  surpassed  him  so  much  in  in- 
genuity as  to  get  over  his  Hellespont  with  a  dry  over-coat, 
and  to  go  glowing,  instead  of  dripping,  into  the  arms  of  his 
Hero.  Six  of  his  trustiest  troopers,  men  whom  he  knew  were 
devoted  to  him,  he  sent  early  in  the  evening  to  a  place  on  the 
banks  of  the  Hudson,  since  and  for  ever  made  classic  gi'ound 
by  the  residence  of  Washington  Irving.  Under  the  lotty  bank 
of  the  river,  there  he  hid  caused  an  ample  barge  to  be  moored, 
well  furnished  with  blankets  and  buffalo  skins.  E^irlier  by 
some  hours  than  usual,  Burr  left  his  quai-ters  at  White  Plains, 
mounted  on  a  small,  swifl  horse,  and  galloped  rapidly  to  the 
river  side,  visiting  posts  and  sentries  as  he  went.  His  perfect 
manner  of  procuring  intelligence  had  made  him  certain  that 
nothing  requiring  his  presence  would  occur  before  morning, 
yet  he  provided  for  every  probability  and  possibility  of  dan- 
ger, and  for  any  unforeseen  delay  that  might  occur  in  his  re- 
turn. At  Dine  in  the  evening,  his  faithful  troopers  at  the  barge 
heard  the  clattering  of  hoofe,  and  in  a  moment  their  command- 
er stood  in  their  midst,  bridle  in  hand.  Instantly,  and  with- 
out the  interchange  of  a  syllable,  the  girth  was  unloosened, 
ropes  were  adjusted  about  the  body  of  the  panting  stped,  and, 
by  the  method  well  known  to  farriers,  the  animal  was  gently 
thrown  and  bound  ;  then  titled  by  main  strength  and  placed 
on  the  bed  provided  for  him  in  the  boat.  Burr  stepped 
aboard ;  the  men  plied  the  muffled  oars  with  a  will ;  and, 
within  half  an  hour,  the  boat  grased  the  opposite  shore.  In 
the  same  silence,  and  witli  the  same  celerity,  as  before,  the 
horse  was  Uiled  out,  unbound,  and  got  upon  his  feet.  A  littlo 
rubbing  and  walking  up  and  down  restored  the  animal  to  his 
wonted  oondition.    The  boat  was  drawn  snugly  up  on  the 
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shore;  the  lufti  ]tiid  down  ia  th«  bottom  of  H  to  a 
IJiirr  inmiiUcd  niid  rode  rapidly  away  up  the  hUl 
hoiiicut'lii!!  liL'.irt.  Bffure  midniglit,  be  wsb  thera.  Two  I 
of  bliss  Almv  that — how  swiftly,  lovers  know.  7lMn  . 
to  liorsc.  Altout  four  in  the  nioroiiig,  bo  was  will)  hia  M 
cvt'w  oil  ttic  I'ivur'n  bank,  when  the  poor  nag  was 
oiiue  itinre  iu  the  manner  just  deacribed,  and  (he  partj  ra> 
crossed  tlie  riviT.  Arrived  on  the  other  nde,  CSoloMl  Bmt 
iui>iitiii-i1,  i-oile  over  to  oamp,  whi<:h  waa  aercn  milua  teom  tba 
rivLT,  clinlli'ii^iiiir  sentinels,  visiting  poata,  and  oomporting  tim 
Ro  cxiic'tly  ill  his  iiHual  manner,  that  not  the  aligfateaC  aiinaiiuB 
Arosu  ot'the  singular  way  in  which  he  had  paaMod  ths  sighL  A 
lililu  belurc  (liuliglit,  quite  in  his  aoaiiatomed  atyk,  ba  g^va ^ 
hisliorseantl  tlircwliiraselt'nponhisooncli.  Ezoept  tha  unror 
Ihive  iriilividiiuU  to  whom  tlie  eeoret  waa  neceaaarily  oonfide^ 
not  .1  nrin  even  of  tlioso  who  had  aided  him,  knew  th«  obfBtt 
of  tlint  ni<;ht  extiiirxion.  Twice,  as  before  utated,  he  vUtcd 
Sirs.  Pivvost  in  the  smut'  manner,  and  wilh  equal  success, 
while  h^  ronnnnixled  llie  lines  of  W us t<;h ester. 

]>iit  no  (iiinstiltition  i-uiilil  long  hiinr  siioli  I'x I i:i listing  effort!), 
and  lIiiiT's  w:is  st-iimisly  im|iiiireil  when  he  l>e<ran  ttieia.  As 
the  s|niiijt  ilrew  on,  llii-  ;i[l:it-ks  of  his  diseiisi;  bevamu  more  fro- 
qiieni,  ami  lie  was  compclleil  to  tho  eoiidtisiuu  that  only  a  very 
Juni;  jioriutl  of  ri-[)OHe  could  ri'iider  him  fit  for  the  duties  of 
n  eiini|.ai};n.  On  the  10th  of  JIaroh,  1TT9,  he  wrote  to  Gen- 
eral \Vashitr;;ton  rcsij^niiiL,'  his  commission,  giving  as  the  rea- 
Ron,  lii.s  pliysical  inaliilily  to  jierlbrni  the  duties  of  his  cori< 
tniiiid.  Gi'iieral  Wasiiington,  jii  acct'[itiiig  his  rcsignaliuo, 
olisyived  that  "lie  not  only  rfgrclt<-d  iht  loss  of  a  good 
olIiiiLT,  but  the  cause  which  made  hix  resignation  neoeMarv.** 
And  so,  atlcr  liiur  years  of  aulive  service.  Colonel  Burr  ceased 
to  belong  to  the  army. 

What  occurred  in  Westchester  after  his  retirement  ahows 
in  a  striking  light  the  vahiu  of  liLt  services  there.  Samuel 
Yuimg,  who  lived  in  the  county  during  tlie  war,  and  was  one 
of  Burr's  troop  of  irregular  horse,  and  afVcr  the  peace  held  the 
ofltoe  of  surrogate,  uiilei  with  mure  ininuteness  on  this  jtoiut 
tfaananyother  of  Burr'a  fellow-soldiers.     lie  says  that  during 


THE    WJffiSTCHESTEB    LINES        ,  ^^„ 

•I. 

the  period  of  Burr's  command,  only  two  attempts  were  made 
by  the  enemy  to  surprise  our  guards,  in  both  of  Aviiich  they 
were  defeated  ;  but  after  he  left,  Colonel  Tiiompson,  "  a  man 
of  approved  bravery,"  succeeded,  and,  in  open  day,  the  enemy 
surprised  him  at  head-quarters,  took  him  prisoner,  killed  or 
captured  all  his  men,  except  about  thirty,  who  ran  aAvay. 
So(m  after,  Mr.  Young's  father's  house  was  burned  by  a  party 
of  the  enemy ;  and,  ere  long,  the  American  lines  were  moved 
twenty  miles  beyond  those  which  Burr  had  so  completely  de- 
fended. And  even  there  the  posts  Avere  not  safe  from  sur- 
prise. The  next  year  Colonel  Green,  Avho  then  commanded  in 
the  lines,  and  had  his  head-qnarters  near  the  Croton  river, 
was  attacked  and  killed,  together  with  his  second  in  com- 
mand, and  a  large  number  of  officers  and  men. 

Mr.  Young  concludes  a  long  narrative  of  Colonel  Burr's 
a«*hievements  in  Westchester  countv,  in  the  followincc  words: 
"  Having  perused  what  I  have  written,  it  does  not  appear  to 
me  that  I  have  conveyed  any  adequate  idea  of  Burr's  military 
character.  It  may  be  aided  a  little  by  reviewing  the  effects 
he  produced.  The  troops  of  which  he  took  command  were, 
at  the  time  he  took  the  command,  undisciplined,  negligent, 
and  discontented.  Desertions  were  frequent.  In  a  few  days 
these  very  men  were  transformed  into  brave  and  honest  de- 
fenders ;  orderly,  contented,  and  cheerful ;  confident  in  their 
own  courage,  and  loving  to  adoration  their  commander,  whom 
every  man  considered  as  his  personal  friend.  It  was  thought 
a  severe  punishment,  as  well  as  disgrace,  to  be  sent  up  to  the 
camp,  where  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  lounge  and  eat 
their  rations.  During  the  whole  of  this  command  there  was 
not  a  single  desertion,  not  a  single  death  by  sickness,  not 
one  made  prisoner  by  the  enemy  ;  for  Burr  had  taught  us 
that  a  soldier  with  arms  in  his  hands  ought  never,  under  any 
oirenmstances,  to  surrender ;  no  matter  if  he  was  opposed  to 
thousands,  it  was  his  duty  to  fight.  After  the  first  ten  days 
there  was  not  a  single  instance  of  robbery.  The  whole  coun- 
try under  his  command  enjoyed  security.  The  inhabitants, 
to  express  their  gratitude,  frequently  brought  presents  of  such 
articles  as  the  country  afforded  ;  but  Coronel  Burr  would  ac- 
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eejH  no  [>i-rsont.  He  fixed  i-casouablt!  prioex,  arid  paid  iu  i: 
for  e*  ei'y  liiiiif;  th;it  wna  rt^tnavmi,  im-l  sumvltruLii,  I  kn-m-,  itiat 
thi.-Mi  pikyintiits  were  mm^u  uilh  l>U  oven  monvy,  Whi-ibor 
thme  advniiues  worn  rapaid,  I  know  nut.  Ciiloiivl  Siinfluii,niM 
«f  t)ie  niOHt  dnrinf;  md  Hutivc  |inrti»itnfl  iii  tltv  BrUixh  (inn;, 
w.ia,  Willi  ColiiiH-ls  Einerioli  aud  Dulaniwy,  o))po!iud  to  li\m  oa 
)ii>  lirii'!',  yi;t  tlu-y  wt!>ri»  e»iH})lttC^y  h«ld  Iii  clitMik.  Hut  (wr- 
linps  the  hij^livst  eulogy  on  CotoqetfiwrH,  timi  no  muii  [imU 
ho  loiiiul  cn|i;ibl(;  of  exesilliDg  bw^dMf,  thon^tj  tlie  f  xiiiii|>1t) 
wuH  iiviUrv  tliLTii.  Wlien  Burr  left  Lbe  Jumm  a  Miliiww  ■■■ 
Pfiivnil  iliif  i-oiiiitry,  and  tbe  most  gloomy  ibrabodingmntM 
soon  t\iltillvil."  .    -  -■    -.J 

Kii'iiiiici  ri  11,1 1 iiiljiiniiir  J, ■!  iiifliaiiirilfi'niM 

gfil  at  llie  tiini',  xpeaks  of  Colonel  BaiT*i  oondink  ,1a : rfkdkt 
teriiiM.  Till.'  i><1icL-n>,  the  ooldiera,  and  the  inhsbitHiti^  ha ^^ 
tli<iii;:)i  :iU  unknown  to  Culoncl  Burr  before,  "  wen:  inapini 
V  U!i  <'<>tiliili'iic«  by  a  nytiteni  of  oonjinmniate  okiil,  ■ntnnlAiH 
vi<ri1iiiii-c,  iiikI  L'\(i't'inu  lu-livily,  ulik-h,  in  like  manner,  mad* 
Kiich  an  iinpi'i'sxini)  im  llic  ciu'inv,  tli:iL  nllcr  nn  iinsHc.*uw«ifii' 
Jnt;l^k  (in  dUL'  of  Ills  aiiviiiicwl  jiosis,  he  never  mndo  any  otliet 
firtnck  on  oiir  linen  dnrin<;  tliu  uiiittT.  IIln  humanity,  ami 
i:on«l;int  rcj;ard  to  the  secmily  of  the  properly  and  persons  of 
till'  inlialiitnnls  from  injury  and  insult,  were  not  lews  eonspicD- 

oiis  lliaii  his  mililary  skill.     Xo  man  wasi Itud  or  disturbed. 

The  lieallli  of  the  tr(«>|>s  n-asperfeet.  Nota  deKortion  during 
the  whole  )>erin(l  of  hix  eiiiiiniand,  nor  a  man  made  priHoner, 
allluinijli  the  ciilonel  was  emisliinlly  making  prisoners.  A 
*i>untry,  which  for  (hroc  years  before  had  been  a  sceno  of  rot 
beiy,  cruelly,  and  miirdt-r,  li.'emm;  at  onee  the  abode  of  seen 
lity  and  pfai-c.  Though  his  powers  were  de»i>otic,  they  wera 
exercised  only  tor  the  peaee,  the  Ri'<nrily,  and  the  protectiw 
of  ihe  surroimdinir  connlry  and  its  inbabitaiits." 

Uolunel  Burr  liail  not  yet  .hme  with  war.  In  June,  when 
II  lar-re  tiirc-e  of  British  lroo]is  seemed  to  threaten  Wert  Point, 
Colimel  Burr  wax  at  Xewbiirg,  a  guest  of  General  MoDon- 
gal,  who  was  in  great  alarm  because  of  his  repeated  tiiihires  to 
Itet  word  to  General  Wftfihington  of  the  movements  o(  the  er 
•ny.    The  English  general  had  stationed  ti'oops  audToriaiB 
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the  i)asses  of  the  mountains,  who  captured  or  killed  the  mes- 
sengers. In  these  circumstances,  General  McDougal,  who 
well  knew  Burr's  ability,  requested  him,  as  a  personal  favor, 
to  undertake  the  mission.  Colonel  Burr,  sick  as  he  was,  and 
dangerous  as  was  the  errand,  consented,  and  succeeded.  He 
carried  no  written  dispatch,  but  gave  General  Washington  a 
verbal  account  of  the  critical  position  of  affairs,  which  induced 
him  to  march  forthwith  toward  the  Highlands. 

In  making  the  journey  across  Orange  county,  he  had  a 
ludicrous  contest  with  a  mule,  which  he  was  fond  of  describ- 
ing for  the  amusement  of  children  ever  afler.  The  country 
had  been  swept  of  its  horses,  and  arriving  at  the  Townsend 
iron  works  with  his  horse  completely  worn  out,  he  could  pro- 
cure no  substitute  but  a  half-broken  mule  called  "  Independ- 
ence," notorious  for  its  obstinate  and  vicious  disposition.  There 
was  no  choice  but  to  attempt  this  animal ;  and,  accordingly, 
Burr,  in  the  presence  of  a  number  of  the  country  people, 
mounted,  and  urged  him  onward.  The  mule  was  true  to  his 
Dame,  and  would  not  move.  The  rider  whipped  and  spurred, 
the  by-standers  pulled  and  shouted,  the  mule  kicked  and 
reared.  Atler  a  minute  or  two  of  these  proceedings,  the  in- 
furiated beast  bolted  from  the  crowd,  and  ran  up  a  steep 
bank,  and  reached  the  top  before  his  rider  could  stop  him. 
On  arriving  there.  Burr  managed  to  turn  him  round,  and  was 
trying  every  argument  to  induce  him  to  descend,  when  the 
mule  appeared  suddenly  to  conceive  an  idea.  About  half  way 
down  the  hill  there  was  a  platform,  with  a  large  opening  in  it, 
through  which  charcoal  was  accustomed  to  be  "  shot,"  a  pro- 
digious heap  of  which  had  accumulated  below  on  the  side  of 
the  hill.  The  mule,  with  malice  in  his  mind,  made  for  this 
aperture,  and  leaped  through  it  upon  the  coal.  But  the  rider 
was  not  to  be  thrown  so  easily  ;  and  down  the  mountain  of 
charcoal,  the  mule  and  the  man  slowly  slid  together,  amid 
clouds  of  dust,  and  the  laughter  of  the  crowd.  When  they 
reached  the  bottom,  the  animal  showed  signs  of  being  more 
tractable,  and,  after  being  led  a  mile  or  two,  went  perfectly 
well ;  and  was  ever  after  a  tolerably  behaved  mule. 

This  journey  cost  bim  dear.    He  went  immediately  after  to 
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Conncctiuiit,  niierc,  at  ICew  Hacen,  lie  was  cotnp<^!leiS  to  tnkfl 
to  Ills  bed,  and  npend  aome  days  in  coniiiltte  fiidi-t.  While 
atiU  extremely  debilttatii'd,  he  hoard  of  thii  lauding  of  two 
thousand  of  tlip  enemy's  tioopa,  one  thousand  at  Knot  H«(rm, 
and  the  others  at  West  Haven.  Govemor  Trynn,  Burr")!  old 
acquahitance,  eommanded  the  force  whii^h  landed  at  HaM 
Haven,  where  he  distinguished  himself,  in  hia  nsual  Hlyle,  lijr 
Belting  the  town  on  fire  and  allowing  his  men  to  nomtnit  din- 
graceful  excesses.  The  people  of  New  Haven  were  in  dreaii- 
ful  alarm.  The  women  and  children  were  hurried  from  the 
town.  The  roads  leading  to  the  country  wore  crowded  with 
fugitives  and  vehideB,  hastily  loaded  with  household  gmwls. 
Hearing  that  the  enemy  were  actnally  approDuhing,  Colonel 
Burr  rose  from  his  bed,  dressed  himself)  and  proueeded  to  ft 
part  of  the  town  where  he  was  informed  the  inilttift  of  the 
place  had  assembled.  Finding  them  jianic^triclten  and  sbont 
to  Sy,  he  addressed  them,  and  offered  to  lead  ihem  ftgaind  ^ 
the  enemy;  but  terror  possessed  their  souls,  tind  in  a  few  1 
minutes  the  whole  body  melted  away  and  vanished  from  the 
Bcenc.  He  was  then  told  that  the  students  of  Yale  College 
had  organized  themselves  into  military  companies,  and  were 
now  drawn  up  on  the  College  green.  He  galloped  to  the  spot, 
and  reining  up  his  horse  in  front  of  the  youthful  corps,  he  told 
them  who  he  was,  urged  ihcm  to  set  an  example,  to  mardi 
out  against  the  ruthless  ibe,  and  defend  the  rights  of  iriiioh 
they  would  soon  become  the  inheritora,  or  the  loss  of  whioh  it 
would  soon  be  theirs  to  deplore.  The  exploits  of  Aaron  Bdit 
were  familiar  at  least  to  every  young  man  in  New  England; 
and  when,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  speech.  Colonel  Burr  asked 
them  to  receive  him  as  their  leader,  and,  under  his  comraaiid, 
attack  the  enemy,  there  was  no  hesitation  or  faltering  among 
Ihem.  They  marched  into  the  town,  where  they  were  joined 
hy  a  small  body  of  militia,  and  then  advanced  boldly  toward 
the  enemy.  On  coming  near  them,  some  shots  were  e& 
ulianged,  and  Governor  Tryon,  not  knowing;  lioiv  ijreat  a  foree 
might  ^g  opposed  to  him,  halted,  and  then  till  b^tfk  a  Hltle  to 
wait 'W  bis  artillery.  Colonel  Uurr  thus  ki'pt  him  from  a<U 
vancing  for  three  or  tour  priceless  boars,  during  whiuli  all  tli« 
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women  and  children,  the  sick,  and  immense  quantities  of  valu- 
able property  were  removed  to  phices  of  safety.  When,  at 
length,  Tryon,  with  all  his  force,  began  again  to  move  toward 
the  town,  Burr  led  off  his  regiment  of  boys  in  excellent  order. 
The  old  soldier  delighted  to  tell  this  little  story.  lie  was  a 
lover  of  young  life,  and  proud  of  the  confidence  which  the 
young  ever  rej)osed  in  hhn.  Nothing  in  his  military  career 
gave  liim  such  pleasure  to  look  back  upon  as  this  compara- 
tively trivial  incident. 

The  excitement  of  this  adventure  sustained  him  while  it 
lasted,  but  he  dismounted  from  his  horse  only  to  go  again  to 
his  bed.  During  the  succeeding  autumn  and  winter  he  did 
little  but  take  care  of  his  shattered  constitution,  and  form 
plans  for  the  prosecution  of  his  legal  studies. 

In  the  summer  of  1780  he  was  in  New  Jersey  once  more, 
and  making  such  frequent  visits  to  the  house  of  Mrs.  Prevost, 
as  to  excite  a  general  belief  among  his  friends  that  he  was 
paying  his  court  to  the  sister  of  that  lady.  Miss  De  Visme. 
Colonel  Troup,  as  we  read  in  one  of  his  letters,  tells  Burr  in 
June  of  tliis  year,  that  the  Miss  Livingstons  had  inquired 
about  him  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  and  since  he  had  been 
with  them,  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  removing  the  sus- 
picion they  had  of  his  courting  Miss  Visme.  "  They  believe 
nothing  of  it  now,"  adds  Colonel  Troup,  "  and  attribute  your 
visits  to  Paramus  to  motives  of  friendship  for  Mi*s.  Prevost 
and  the  family.  Wherever  I  am,  and  can  with  propriety,  you 
may  be  sure  I  shall  represent  this  matter  in  its  true  light." 
From  this  it  would  appear  that  Colonel  Burr  had  not  yet  con- 
fi<led  his  real  object  to  his  friends,  of  whom  Colonel  Troup 
was  then  one  of  the  most  intimate;  and  remained  such, 
through  all  vicissitudes,  for  nearly  seventy  years. 

In  September,  it  was  Colonel  Burr's  fortune  to  witness  at 
the  house  of  Mrs.  Prevost  a  memorable  scene. 

The  news  of  Arnold's  treason  was  flying  in  awful  whispers 
over  the  country.  Soon  after  the  first  shock  of  the  discovery, 
came  touching  descriptions  of  Mi-s.  Arnold's  grief  at  her  hus- 
band's crime,  of  which,  it  was  universally  believed,  she  ha<( 
been  ignorant  up  to  the  moment  of  his  flight  from  West 


Point.    The  historic  reader  ia  familiar  with  Ilaralltrm'ti  Iiisfh- 
floivn  narrative  of  the  ecene  which  transpired  under  his  own 

"  Arnold,  a  momenl  befoi'e  setting  out,"  wrote  Hnmillon  to 
Colonpl  Laurens,  "  went  into  Mrs.  Arnold's  apartmeiil.  And 
iuformed  lier  that  soma  trnnsoctionB  had  jimt  tximc  to  li^ht 
which  must  for  ever  banish  him  from  his  country.  She  fell 
into  a  swoon  at  this  dedarntiou ;  and  he  lefl  Iter  in  it  to  ciuu; . 
8iilt  his  own  safety,  till  the  servants,  atai'nied  at  her  oriei^ 
came  to  her  relict*.  She  rcmiutied  tVantic  all  day;  accusing;, 
every  one  who  a]>proached  livr  wlltt  an  iiiteniiim  to  murditr 
her  child  (au  inf^mt  in  her  arms) ;  and  cxliihiting  ovcry  othaf  i 
mark  of  llie  most  genuine  and  agonizing  distress.  Kxhauatad 
by  the  fatigue  and  tumuli  of  her  spirits,  Iter  A-enxy  eulisii)«d 
toward  evenin<;,  and  she  sank  into  all  the  sadness  of  afficUon. 
It  was  impossihle  not  to  have  been  touched  with  her  Bituatli>n, 
Every  thing  aftVetirig  in  female  tears,  or  in  the  mintorlnnes  of 
beauty  ;  every  thing  pathetic  in  the  wounded  tenderness  of  a 
wife,  or  in  the  apprehensive  fondness  of  a  mother  ;  and,  till  I 
have  reason  to  change  the  opinion,  every  thing  amiable  in  the 
sufferings  of  innocence  ;  conxpired  to  make  her  an  object  of 
aym])athy  to  all  who  wore  present.  She  expenenced  the  most 
delic.ite  attention,  and  every  friendly  office,  till  her  departure 
for  Philadelphia." 

This  was  the  romantic  falsehood  of  the  affair.  It  was  ^tted 
to  deceive  the  good-hearted  Hamilton,  who  wat  then  himself 
a  lover,  and  therefore  full  of  tenderness  for  all  women ;  and 
the  story  was  one  which  a  young  gentleman  of  a  rhetorical 
turn,  and  who  indeed  owed  his  advancement  to  "  the  flowers 
of  his  pen,"  would  delight  to  toll.  It  fell  to  Burr's  lot  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  repulsive  truth.  He  was  sitting  one 
eveTiing  with  Mrs.  Prevost,  when  the  approach  of  a  party  of 
horse  was  heard,  and  soon  after,  a  lady  vmlod,  and  attired  in 
.  a  riding-habit,  burst  into  the  room,  and  hurrying  toward  Mrs. 
Prevost,  H-!i«  on  the  pi>int  of  addressing  her.  Seeing  a  gen- 
tlentan  ])reKent  «'liom,  in  the  dim  liglit  of  the  apartment,  she 
i^i  not  recognize,  she  paused,  and  .isked  in  an  anxious  tone, 

"  Am  I  sate  ?     Is  this  gentleman  a  friend  ?" 
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"  Oh,  yes,"  was  Mrs.  Prevost's  reply,  "  he  is  my  most  pailic- 
nlar  friend,  Colonel  Burr." 

*'  Thank   God  !"  exclaimed   Mrs.  Arnold,  for  she   it  was ; 
'I've  been  playing  the  hypocrite,  and  I'm  tired  of  it." 

She  then  gave  an  account  of  the  way  she  had  deceived 
General  Washington,  Colonel  Hamilton,  and  the  other  Anier- 
can  officers,  who,  she  said,  believed  her  innocent  of  the  trea- 
son, and  had  given  her  an  escort  of  horse  from  West  Point. 
She  made  no  scruple  of  confessing  the  part  she  had  borne  in 
the  negotiations  with  the  British  general,  and  declared  it  was 
she  who  had  induced  her  hushaiul  to  do  what  he  had  done. 
She  passed  the  night  at  Paramus,  taking  care  to  resume  her 
acting  of  the  outrjiged  and  frantic  woman,  whenever  strangers 
were  present.  Colonel  Burr's  relations  with  the  Shippen 
family,  of  which  Mi*s.  Arnold  was  a  member,  had  been  of  the 
most  intimate  character  from  childhood.  They  had  been  his 
father's  fi-iends ;  and  the  orphan  boy  had  been  taken  from  his 
mother's  grave  to  their  home  in  Philadelphia.  He  stood 
toward  this  fascinating,  false-hearted  woman  almo*<t  in  the 
light  of  a  younger  brother,  and  he  kept  her  secret  until  she 
was  j>a8t  being  harmed  by  the  telling  of  it. 

With  this  scene  the  history  of  Colonel  Burr's  military 
career  may  fitly  close.  Ho  had  borne  well  his  part  in  the 
revoluti(mary  struggle.  That  combination  of  qualities  and  de- 
fects which  fits  a  man  to  be  a  successful  militarv  commander, 
he  possessed  in  a  more  remarkable  <legroe,  perhaps,  than  any 
other  American  who  has  won  distinction  in  war.  If  Ik*  had 
been  a«  much  in  the  eye  of  Xapoleon  as  he  was  in  Washing- 
ton's, the  emperor  would  have  made  a  marshal  of  him,  and  lie 
would  have  shared  with  Nai)oleon  his  splendid  nnniorlality. 
But  for  that,  as  for  so  much  else,  Aaron  Burr  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  born  on  the  wrong  continent. 

During  the  four  years  of  his  connection  with  tlie  army,  his 
fortune  was  irreatlv  impaired.  Everv  ofiiei'r  who  had  anv 
tfihig  to  lose,  suffered  in  his  eireunistauccs  in  tlie  Hevohition, 
and  Burr  more  than  most,  lie*  had  the  po|)ular  and  tiital 
vice  of  improvi<lence.  At  the  age  when  Washington  was* 
earning  three  guineas  a  day  in  the  woods,  glad  of  the  oppor- 
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tunity  to  do  ho,  and  rsiher  proud  of  tbe  fftpt  than  olherwlM,  " 
UiiiT  was  speii.lirig,  willi  iiieonsi'leratc  are"P''Osity,  th«  cayital 
of  Ills  pntiinioiiy.  With  nmiizing  liilo.nls  for  gniiiiii;;  imiufy, 
he  liail  an  equally  wonderful  I'm-ility  tor  BVtliiig  rid  of  il.  It 
Bli|)|K'd  through  his  tiiigerH  ;  il  rMi  ciutof  hin  pocket;  il  would 
not  stay  with  Itirn.  To  see  a  fijUow-soldier  iu  ilLilraiw,  Htid  li> 
empty  his  pursti  lor  Jib  relief,  w«re  siiuult&neoua  autions  with 
liitu. 

Nor  did  he  Bpaie  eKpenso  iti  forwarding  any  sdiimie  of  IiJ* 
oivu,  whether  of  pleasiue  or  ndvHnloge.  From  his  curni- 
BpondiMice  al  this  time,  it^  pliiin  that  he  wns  a  freipient 
lender  of  monfy  to  embnrr.-utscd  friends.  Colonel  Troup  tdU 
him  on  one  occasion  thai  he  had  roD«ivcd  from  Mr.  Edtt-iir'U 
a  tboiisaod  poiinda  of  Burr's  money,  a  part  of  uhiuh,  tayt 
Troup,  I  ehall  tuke  the  liberty  of  borrowing,  and  seud  the 
rest  to  the  owner.  Ogden,  is  we  have  Ben",  fflls  Burr's  horMi, 
and  writes  to  hiui  thut  he  can  not,  Bend  him  the  procesils,  fitt-^ 
the  exeelleiit  reason  that  he  has  spent  ihuni.  These  are  &»  -- 
exanipica  of  Burr's  looaeitesa  m  aflUirs  pecuniary.  It  is  & 
plea.sinit  way  enough  while  the  money  lasts;  but  it  never  does 
last.  Xo  fortune  u;in  stand  the  drain  of  an  uncalculating  im- 
providenue.  And  a  worse  Ibature  of  the  ease  is,  that  a  man 
who  is  uaieltjss  of  tiieum  is  in  frightful  danger  of  losing  noma 
portion  of  hia  regaid  for  tuurn,  also.  "TVie  worth  and  dignity 
of  i/ol<l,"  WHS  one  of  the  regenerating  phrases  with  wbicb 
Goethe  set  right  his  age.  The  strong,  slow  characters  thai 
nupj/ort  the  poeial  fabric,  know  i(B  truth  by  an  instinct  whici) 
they  too  olleii  waiit  who  adoiii,  iiiid  cheei',  who  move  and  ad- 
vance the  rauo. 

Generous  we  may  truly  call  Colonel  Biirr,  But  there  is  a 
nobler  generosity  tlian  that  exercised  by  hira  ;  it  is  allied  with 
frugality,  and  becomes  [inssiblc  through  frugality.  Burr  was, 
at  all  ))eriods  of  his  life,  extremely  liable  to  be  imposed  upon. 
His  feelings  were  ea.-*ily  inoved  ;  his  acnteness  utterly  Jailed 
hiiu  the  moment  his  teuderjicss  was  awakened ;  and  he  g.ave 
freely  of  what  ho  iiever  really  fult  the  value  to  relieve  dis- 
tresses whieh  he  could  not  witness  without  pnin. 

Another  teiideucy  of  his  nature  was  strengthened  bjitha 
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war.  It  is  the  soldier's  art  to  instantly  adapt  means  to  ends ; 
it  is  his  duty,  by  all  means,  to  ^ain  his  ends.  His  object,  the 
destruction  of  the  enemy,  is  simple,  obvious,  unmistakable ; 
and,  in  compassing  it,  he  not  merely  may,  but  must^  be  deaf 
to  the  cry  of  anguish.  He  is  not  merely  released  from  the 
moral  restraints  of  peace,  but  he  is  obliged  to  trample  them 
under  foot.  He  destroys  without  compunction ;  he  kills  with- 
out compassion.  His  mind  is  fixed  upon  his  object ;  he  bums 
merely  to  succeed.  Victory  alone,  victory  always,  is  accepted 
as  proof  of  his  ability.  But  in  peace  it  is  not  always  glorious 
to  succeed  ;  for  then  we  estimate  success  chiefly  by  the  means 
used  to  attain  it. 

Aaron  Burr,  like  his  fiither  before  him,  was  a  man  who  had 
by  nature  a  marvelous  faculty  of  bringing  things  to  pass.  He 
Baw  his  object  with  eagle  clearness  and  he  had  a  wonderful 
intuitive  sense  of  the  means,  and  all  the  means,  and,  particu- 
larly, the  readiest  means,  by  which  that  object  could  be 
reached.  This  faculty  will  be  abundantly  exemplified  by-and- 
by.  It  is  alluded  to  here,  merely  for  the  i)urpose  of  suggest- 
ing that  four  years  of  a  soldier's  life  may  have  had  the  two- 
fold effect,  first,  of  intensifying  his  perception  of  objects  to  be 
gained,  and,  secondly,  of  diminishing  his  scrupulousness  with 


rejrard  to  the  use  of  means. 
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CHAPTER    IX. 

iDUIBSION    TO    TRS    BAB,    ASD    MARRIA^M. 


HsxT  to  war,  the  law  had  been,  trom  sn  etaiif  pniod  k 
tliG  history  of  iho  ooloniea,  the  &vorite  profe«ion  with  Arir 
young  men  of  s[>int.  John  Adams,  in  1750,  when  b«  had 
just  begiiu  )iig  It^'nl  studies,  writes  to  a  friend  in  jaadBoatiiM 
of  tlic  clioice  he  Itad  inado  of  a  profession.  One  of  bis  rewii 
was,  thnt  "  the  Htmlents  in  tlic  Inw  are  very  nuinerons,  and 
wjme  of  Uieiu  youths  of  wliich  no  country,  no  age,  would 
need  to  be  nsliiinicd.  And  if,"  he  adds,  "  I  can  gain  the  honor 
of  treading  in  t)io  rear,  and  silently  adniiiing  the  noble  air 
and  galhiut  achievements  of  tiie  foremost  rank,  I  shall  think 
myself  worlliy  of  a  louder  trinmpli  than  if  I  liad  headed  the 
whole  army  of  orthodox  ministeni."  After  the  termination  of 
the  old  Fi'enc.h  war,  the  law  began  to  be  a  lucrative  profes- 
sion al«o.  Joseph  Iteod,  of  Philadelphia,  writing  in  176', 
when  lie  had  been  but  two  ycai-s  at  the  bar,  mentioned 
that  his  jirotessional  ineomo  was  a  thousand  pounds  a  year, 
lie  was,  no  doubt,  unusually  fortunate.  Bnt,  nt  that  time, 
there  were  not  niaiiy  occupations  carried  on  in  the  co]onie^  in 
the  exercise  of  wliieh,  a  young  man  of  two  years'  standing, 
could  have  earned  so  mueli. 

The  legal  system,  was,  of  eoui-sc,  in  all  resiwcts,  that  of  the 
mother  country.  The  wig  and  gown  wore  worn  by  lawyers 
and  judges ;  and  much  is  imiilted  hi  that  trivial  circnmstance. 
Young  men  of  fortune  thought  their  stndies  incomplete  nnlil 
they  had  resided  two  years  at  one  of  the  Inns  of  Court 
in  London.     In  the  Temple  Church  may  still  be  seen,  or 
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might,  a  few  years  ago,  Rome  tablets  erect erl  to  the  memory 
of  American  students  who  died  while  pursuing  their  studies 
in  London  before  the  Revolution.  If  Aaron  Hurr  had  come 
upon  the  stage  of  action  a  few  years  earlier,  it  is  likely  enough 
tliat,  with  his  pecuniary  means,  he  would  have  sought,  by  such 
a  residence  abroad,  to  have  hastened  his  ascent  to  the  highest 
walks  of  the  ])rofession  at  home.  For  it  \vas  a  great  thing, 
xind  an  honorable,  in  those  days,  even  to  have  seen  the  coim- 
try  which  the  colonists  were  proud  to  call  their  own. 

For  eighteen  months  afler  leaving  the  army.  Colonel  Burr 
was  an  invalid,  and  he  did  little  but  visit  his  friends,  read 
French,  write  letters,  and  wait  upon  Mrs.  Provost.  In  the 
aotumn  of  1780,  his  health  having  greatly  improved,  he  be- 
gan to  study  law  in  earnest,  under  Judge  Patterson,  of  New 
Jersey.  Judge  Patterson  was  a  thorough  lawyer,  and  desired 
to  make  his  pupils  such,  by  grounding  them  well  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  law,  and  not  till  afterward  instructing  them  in 
the  practice.  Burr  desired  to  reverse  this  order,  and  acquire 
the  practice  first.  There  w^ere  reasons  why  he  wished  to 
hurry  into  the  practice  of  his  profession  :  he  was  in  love ;  his 
purse  needed  replenishing,  or  would  soon  need  it ;  and  it  was 
certain,  that  if  the  independence  of  the  colonies  were  secured, 
of  which  there  seemed  little  doubt.  Whig  lawyers  would  mo- 
n(»poIize  the  business  of  the  profession,  and  the  offices  to  which 
the  profession  leads.  With  the  intention  of  attempting  a  short 
cut  to  the  bar,  he  left  the  office  of  the  methodical  Patterson 
in  the  spring  of  1781,  and  went  to  reside  at  llaverstraw,  in 
New  York,  with  Thomas  Smith,  a  city  })ractitioner  of  note, 
but  now  suspended  from  business  by  tl;e  war.  Mr.  Smith  had 
a  good  library,  and  plenty  of  leisure.  With  him  Burr  marie  a 
peculiar  and  characteristic  arrangement.  For  a  certain  sum, 
the  lawyer  agreed  to  devote  a  specified  time  to  his  pupil  every 
flay,  and  to  answer  any  questions  he  might  propose,  l^urr 
now  read  law,  literally,  day  and  night,  si^metimes  spendiii^ 
twenty  houra  at  his  books  out  of  the  twenty-four; 
notes  as  lie  read  ;  reserving  doubtful  points  to  boj|jj!^]at.ej 
by  his  instructor,  and  endeavoring,  in  all  wavgj^jf^icqnire  the 
familiar  use  of  the  weapons  with  whiclj^isftfyei-s  war  with  one 
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onotlier  and  whli  jiiatii^c.  To  boooine  expfrt,  not  pvofiiamt 
was  the  oliject  of  his  immediate  pxertionn.  Of  siioli  stu<lMiU 
it  may  be  obaervfd,  that  having  become  profident  in  iJie  piwv 
tice,  they  are  never  drawn  to  mtditate  duep)y  Ujmd  tli« 
(hef^ry  of  tiieir  profession. 

Hia  lettere,  duiing  tbe  year,  show  that  his  fkvorit*  Mthom 
he*  ifKm  Cheatcrlitild,  Voltiiire,  anil  Rousm^hu.  There  nu 
miiA  studying  of  Fronoh  in  Uiirr's  circle.  Th«  family  of  Mra, 
Frevost  \fo8  of  Swiss  origin,  and  Fi-euoh  had  boMi  ihrir  n» 
livp  language.  The  "  Hermitage,"  the  lamily  s<^at  of  tiic  I>o 
Visnie'B,  where  Mrs.  Prevost  now  resided,  had  a  oi>nwd«™hIe 
library  of  French  books,  ivhi«h  iinuiinhed  Burr's  French  tfutot, 
and  introduced  to  liis  notice  several  ittithoi-s  of  whuiu  he  bad 
been  ignorant.  In  his  lellera  to  Mi's.  Prevoat,  luR  &vorilft 
authors  were  fi-equently  the  Uieme  of  remark ;  to  ffhi^  «b«, 
BS  often,  gracefully  replies.  Slio  sjiys  on  one  ocuasion,  thai 
his  fttvorablo  opinion  of  Vohaire  pleated  her,  becausn  it  alraw«d 
that  he  had  a  niiiid  of  hia  own.  "The  Euulidh,"  said  she, 
"  from  national  jealousy  and  envy  to  the  Fi'onch,  detract 
liini ;  but,  without  being  his  disoiplo,  we  may  do  justice  to  Ilia 
merit,  and  admire  him  as  a  judicious  and  ingenious  author." 
In  another  letter,  she  extols  religion,  and  declares  that  "  worlds 
nhould  not  ]iurchn:«e  the  little  she  po.sscssod."  To  sometldog 
Burr  had  said  about  Chesterfleld,  she  replied,  that  the  indulge 
ence  whith  he  applauded  in  that  autlioi-  was  the  only  part  of 
his  writings  she  thought  reprehenijible,  but  that  only  when  all 
the  World  turn  envoys,  will  Chesterfield  be  their  proper  guide. 
In  one  letter,  xhe  tills  him,  that  their  being  the  subject  of 
much  inquiry,  conjecture,  and  calumny  was  no  more  than  they 
ought  to  expect:  "My  attention  to  you,"  she  adds,  "was 
even  pointed  enough  to  attract  the  observation  of  all  who 
visited  the  house;  but  your  esteem  more  than  compensated 
for  the  worst  they  could  say,"  * 

Burr's  reply  to  this  letter  is  char.aeterislic.     Ho  tells  her 
J^lie  calumniator  shall  one  day  repent  his  insolence  and  In 
',  they  must  be  more  cautious  in  preserving  ap- 
kidiVcr  (*i  ]>ii>(/o,/orlile.r  in  re,  i-*  a  maxim,"  he 
and  i/'iy.i  of  re- 
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fiectiofi?'*  They  must  not  mind  these  trifles.  "That  mind,"  he 
adds,  "  is  truly  great  which  oan  hear  with  equanimity  the 
trifling  and  unavoidable  vexations  of  lile,  and  he  aflected  only 
by  those  events  whieh  determine  our  substantial  bliss.  Every 
period,  and  every  situation  has  a  ])ortion  of  those  trifling 
crosses;  and  those  who  expect  to  avoid  them  all,  or  conquer 
them  all,  must  be  wretched  without  respite."  This  train  of 
remark  was  habitual  with  Colonel  Burr  all  his  days.  To  pre- 
sent a  panoply  of  steel  to  the  minor  shafts  of  misfortune,  to  be 
quick  to  discern  the  event  of  real  importance,  to  be  neither 
elated  nor  depn^ssed  by  whatever  might  occur,  to  bound 
lightly  up  after  the  farthest  fall,  to  ac(piire  every  kind  of  de- 
gree of  self-control,  were  what  he  chiefly  enjoine<l  upon  his 
children,  his  pupils,  and  his  protegees.  Self  control,  Burr 
woidd  say,  was  the  means  of  sell-indulgence,  and  the  con- 
dition of  controllinix  others. 

After  reading  law  for  six  months  at  ITaverstraw,  he  thought 
himself  competent  to  practice;  an  opinion  to  which  an  event 
of  the  time  probably  contributed.  In  November  of  this  year, 
the  legislature  of  New  York  j»assed  an  act  disqualifying  ail 
the  Tory  lawyers  from  practicing  in  the  courts  of  that  State. 
Burr  no  sooner  heard  of  this  than  he  resolved  to  make  an 
cflTort  to  realize  part  of  its  benefits  himself,  an<l,  a  few  days 
after,  he  was  in  Albany  for  the  purpose  of  applying  for  ad- 
mission to  the  bar.  But  difliculties  arose.  The  rule  of  the 
court  was,  that  candidates  must  have  spent  three  years  in  the 
Flndy  of  the  law  before  admission,  and  Colonel  Burr  could 
scarcclv  pretend  to  more  than  one  vear's  stud  v.  Nor  could 
he  find  a  lawver  in  the  State  willing  to  make  a  motion  for  ih 
court  to  set  aside  the  rule.  In  these  circumstances,  the  can 
dithite  undertook  the  management  of  the  case  himself,  llav- 
ing  first  conciliated  the  gooil  will  of  the  judge  in  privatt',  and 
made  him  acquainted  with  the  grounds  of  his  application,  he  a 
peared  in  court  at  the  i)roper  time,  made  the  recpiisite  mot 
ami  irave  the  reasons  whv  he  thouirht  it  should  be 
He  s:iiil  that  he  had  bei^un  his  studies  In-fore  tli 
and  should  long  since  have  been  entitled  tf^i{ff,,,is!mwrio  the 
bar,  but  for  the  service  he  had  rend(j;«r;i^  n  wflrJier.     "No 


13-1  LIFS    OF    AARON    BUBB. 

rule,"  lie  obaervod,  "uonld  bo  intoiiiled  lo  injure  ono  who»e  oalf 
misfortiiiic  U  linvuig  sacntiucd  tiia  lime,  Wn  ctnatitiitJoti,  ntiil 
his  fortune  1«  his  cuunLry."  Tlie  iioiirl  decided  that  the  nde 
with  retrard  to  the  period  of  study  inight,  Ibr  the  rmiscmM 
given,  be  dispensed  witii,  provided  the  ouididntc  eoold  show 
that  he  possessed  the  requieito  knowledfrc.  The  exoiniidng 
counsel,  as  may  be  imagined,  gave  him  no  indulgence.  Thfy 
H'Lsticd  his  failure.  BiitalWr  an  examination,  jiiolonged,  erili- 
chI,  nnd  Bevere,  nhich  lie  paxsud  triiimplinntly,  he  wim  llutimml 
as  Bii  attorney.  Thia  event  ocoirrod  on  tlio  19th  of  January, 
1TS3.  On  the  ITth  of  April  fbllon-ing,  lie  was  admitted  u 
counselor.     He  was  then  twenty-six  yeai's  of  ago. 

He  took  an  office  in  Albany,  began  the  practice  of  the  law, 
and  seems  almost  iinmedint«ly  to  have  htiett  imnwTMuX  in  buN- 
ness.  Ue  had  netpiiied  oelebnty  in  tho  State  as  a  soldier,  and 
no  roan  of  his  yi\irs  had  a  wider  circle  of  acquaintance  among 
the  class  who  indulge  in  profitable  snits  at  law.  The  old  Tory 
lawyers,  who  had  eiijoj-yd  all  (ho  best  biiBiness,  before  the 
Revolution,  were  now  thrown  out  of  the  ranks  of  the  profes- 
sion by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  and  Whig  lawyers  of  any 
standing  or  promise  were,  at  the  moment,  extremely  few. 
Burr's  engaging  manner,  distinguished  origin,  indefatigable 
devotion  to  business,  and  honoi'able  fame,  would,  in  any  circum- 
Btanues,  have  rendered  his  advancement  in  the  profession  cer- 
tain and  rapid.  But  in  the  actual  state  of  things,  they  obtiuned 
for  him  in  a  very  few  months  as  pi-olitabic  a  business  as  was 
enjoyed  by  any  lawyer  in  the  Slate.  Before  he  had  been  in 
practice  three  months,  he  felt  so  sure  of  his  jtosition  and  so 
satisfied  with  his  prospects,  that  there  seemed  no  longer  any 
necessity  for  delaying  hia  marriage. 

That  Colonel  Burr,  the  most  rising  young  man  in  the  State 

of  New  York,  handsome,  fascinating,  woU-bom,  and  famous, 

whose  addresses  few  maidens  in  the  country  wonhl  have  been 

^^Hined  to  repulse,  should  have  chosen  to  marry  a  widow  ten 

jrldcr  than  himselt;  with  two  rollicking  boys  (one  of 

K^Ti-veai-s  old),  with  precarious  health,  and  no  great 

year«*N^'S!i^;nm  stance  which  seems  to  have  been  incom- 

pi^SP  elevefrv^tj^jgjds  at  the  time,  as  tt  has  since  proved  a 
-vas  a  ciftj^/^^ 

->  his  fnfln.  ^"^^ 
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puEzle  to  the  writers  of  biographical  gossip.  Upon  the  theory 
tliat  Burr  was  the  artful  devil  he  has  been  said  to  be,  all 
whose  ends  and  aims  were  his  own  advancenient,  no  man  can 
explain  such  a  marriage.  Before  the  Revolution  he  had  re- 
vised, point-blank,  to  address  a  young  lady  of  fortune,  whom 
his  uncle,  Thaddeus  Burr,  incessantly  urged  upon  his  atten- 
tion. During  the  Revolution  he  was  on  terms  of  intimacy 
with  all  the  great  families  of  the  State — the  Clintons,  the  Liv- 
ingstons, the  Schuylers,  the  Van  Ronss(»laers,  and  the  rest ; 
alliance  with  either  of  whom  gave  a  young  man  of  only  aver- 
age abilities,  immense  advantages  in  a  State  which  w:is,  to  a 
singular  extent,  under  the  dominion  of  great  families.  But  no 
considerations  of  this  kind  could  break  the  spell  which  drew 
him,  with  mysterious  power,  to  the  cottage  at  remote  and 
rural  Paramus. 

The  lady  was  vot  beautiful.  Besides  being  past  her  ])rime, 
she  w.as  slightly  disfigured  by  a  scar  on  her  forehead.  It  was 
the  graceful  and  whining  manners  of  Mrs.  Prevost  that  first 
captivated  the  mind  of  Colonel  Burr.  She  was,  indeed,  in  all 
respects,  an  estimable  lady,  att'eetionate,  accomplished,  well- 
versed  in  literature,  and  as  much  cjiven  to  the  practice  as 
averse  to  the  profession  of  piety.  But  it  was  in  her  character 
of  LADY  and  woman  of  the  world  that  she  ])roved  so  irresist- 
ably  pleasing  to  him  on  their  first  acquaintance.  lie  used,  in 
after  years,  to  say,  that  in  style  and  maimers,  she  was  without 
a  peer  among  all  the  women  he  had  known,  and  that  if  his 
own  manners  were  in  any  respects  superior  to  those  of  men  in 
general,  it  was  owing  to  the  insensihle  influence  of  hers.  The 
rea<ler  may,  perhaps,  have  observeil  that  young  men  of  spirit 
and  intelligence,  who  have  been  brought  up  in  the  severe,  un- 
gracious way  of  the  stricter  Puritans,  are  sometimes  too  keenl 
susceptible  of  the  charm  of  manner,  and  are  apt  to  attaclHSo^'t 
an  excessive  importance.  ^  . 

ijl*  CI"*'' 
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tastoR.  Ill  £iiro|>e,  women  were  only  beginning  to  emei^ 
fi'oin  tlie  irruii-t  t<;nur:iiicc  which  wa^  tliouglit  to  be  tlieir  pro}K)r 
condition  ;  iinil  in  America,  it'  thi>y  were  not  ignonuit,  few 
liad  the  kinm-I«(1tre  intcrc-sting  to  &  man  like  Uurr.  Among 
liiit  own  ftniiilu  rtilativL-a  tliero  was  ponotrating  and  bnlliant  in- 
ti'llovt  Giiongh ;  but  how  juTvcrted,  how  repressed !  Some  of 
the  most  renowned  ladii'n  of  the  time,  with  a  thousand  virtueg, 
duirt'cly  ever  louked  into  a  book.  Mrs.  Putnam  was  mighty 
:it  t)ju  s[iiiiiiiii|T-wh('el ;  Mrf.  Wa.ihiiigton  (ns  we  lately  leam 
from  Mrs.  IvirklaiidM  plfiisant  Jiagcs)  was  s  devotee  of  the 
knittiii},'-nt'edlo ;  ami  tlio  wili;  of  another  fiimous  general  wai 
not  a  little  proiul  of  lirr  jintchwork  quilts.  Burr  had  metftw 
ladies,  in  his  earliur  lile,  who,  like  Mi's.  Prevost,  were  fkmiliar 
with  tlic  most  rcwnt  expressions  of  Euro)>OBn  intellect,  who 
eoLild  t:ilk  intelligently  with  him  about  Voltaire,  Roueseau, 
anil  Clu'stertiL>KI,  and  could  appreciitte  those  authors  with- 
out bccumin^  their  discipks.  It  was  not  mere  compliment, 
when  Burr  luld  5Ii-s.  I'icvonI  that  it  was  from  knowing  her 
thut  hu  had  first  learned  to  believe  in  the  understanding  of 
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one  of  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Prevost  in  language  which 
fidastrates  what  I  mean : 

"  You  wrote  me  too  much  by  Dom.  I  hope  it  was  not  from 
a  fear  that  I  should  be  dissatistied  with  less.  It  is,  I  confess, 
rather  singalar  to  find  fault  with  the  quantity,  when  matter 
nd  manner  are  so  delightful.  You  must,  however,  deal  less 
n  sentiments,  and  more  in  ideas.  Indeed,  in  the  letter  in  an- 
swer to  my  last,  you  will  need  to  be  particularly  attentive  to 
this  injunction.  I  think  constantly  of  the  approaching  change 
in  our  affaii-s,  and  what  it  demands.  Do  not  let  us,  like  chil- 
dren, be  so  taken  with  the  prospect  as  to  lose  sight  of  the 
means.  Remember  t^  write  me  facts  and  ideas,  and  don^t 
torment  me  with  compliments,  or  yourself  with  sentiments  to 
which  I  am  already  no  stranger.  Write  but  little,  and  very 
little  at  once." 

In  another  letter  he  recommends  her  to  buy  one  of  the  new 
Franklin  stoves,  and  suggests  the  room  in  which  it  should  bo 
placed.  Aft.er  enlarging,  in  a  style  not  common  in  love  let- 
ters, upon  the  various  good  (jualitics  of  tlie  stoves,  and  tell- 
ing her  that,  as  her  little  boy  would  be  certain  to  l>urn  him- 
self at  least  once  with  it,  it  might  be  best  to  teach  liim  the 
danger  by  slightly  burning  him,  he  concludes  as  follows  : 

**I  confess  I  have  still  some  transient  distrusts  that  you  set 
too  little  value  on  your  own  life  and  comfort.  Renieniber,  it 
is  not  yours  alone;  but  your  letters  shall  convince  me.  I 
waive  the  subject.  I  am  not  certain  I  shall  be  rei^nlarly  punc- 
tual in  writing  you  in  this  manner  every  day  when  I  get  at 
business ;  but  I  shall,  if  possible,  di»vote  one  (piarter  of  an 
hour  a  day  to  you.  In  return,  I  deuiand  one  half  of  an  liour 
every  day  from  you  ;  more  I  forbid,  unless  on  special  occasions. 
This  half  hour  is  to  be  rnine,,  to  be  invariably  at  the  same 
time,  and,  for  that  purpose,  fixed  at  an  hour  least  liable  to 
interruption,  and  as  you  shall  find  most  convenient.  Mine 
can  not  be  so  regular,  as  I  onlv  indnlixe  mvself  in  it  when  I 
am  fatigued  with  business.  The  children  will  have  each  their 
i^heet,  and,  at  the  given  honr,  write,  if  but  a  single  word. 
Burr^  at  this  half  hour,  is  to  be  a  kind  of  watchword." 

While  Burr  was  preparing  for  his  examin'ition,  his  slave 
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Carlos  WM  going  very  frequently  hetwecii  Paramoa  anil'%> 
bany,  byni-ing  k'lU'rs  jind  gifts,  Hin  I«IUt!<  victv  nitntty  in 
the  decisive,  coram  an  diiig  manner  of  tl)e  extracU  jimt  given, 
though  siifliuicnlly  tender  and  uoiiflIU urate.  A  nniortiniia  cif 
liimnintor  haa  recently,  in  it  work  of  grant  pri-lvniiiions,  (n«ii- 
ualed  tfiat  Colonel  Burr,  dnring  this  winter  in  Albany,  lived 
on  l«rms  of  soandiilouaiulinmey  with  bia  lundUdy.  Tim  ilnt» 
ment  ia  &lae.  Soon  aft«r  hia  arrival  in  Albnny,  Bnrr  was 
called  upon  by  Jlr.  Van  HuiiRftelaer,  ^le  iiend  of  llie  distin- 
guinhcd  family  of  that  naioo.  The  tw()  young  men  soon  be- 
came intimate.  Tan  Rcnaaelacr  was 'tliiwatialiod  with  Uiirr'a 
lodgings,  and  iti  a  sjiirit  of  fiieiidtiiiei^nU  lioapiutlity  oSorcHl 
to  find  him  better.  Burr  soon  wrote  to  Mrs.  Prevoet  thM 
Van  Rensselaer  had  succeeded  (wrfectly  lo  hia  wiah,  *'  I  am 
with  two  maiden  aimts  of  hiN,"  ho  Kaid,  "  obliging  and  (ii^ 
credible  I)  good-natured,  tiie  rery  paragons  of  nfainpss.  Not 
an  aitidc  of  f.irJiitnre,  even  to  a  teii-kcllle,  that  would  soil  ft 
mnslin  handkerchief,  I  have  two  upper  rooma."  In  these 
apartments  it  was  that  he  daily  wrote  such  words  as  the  fol- 
lowing to  a  lady  with  whom  he  waa  anticipating  a  speedy 
marriage :  "  Though  I  write  very  little,  it  ia  atill  half  my 
biiaiiieaa;  for  whenever  I  find  myself  either  at  a  loss  what  to 
do,  or  any  how  discomposed  or  dull,  I  fly  to  these  sheets, 
and  even  if  I  do  not  write,  I  ponder  upon  it,  and  in  this 
way  xaciifice  many  hours  without  reflecting  that  lime  passM 
away." 

On  the  2d  of  July,  1782,  by  the  Rev.  David  Bogart,  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  church,  Aaron  Burr  and  Theodosia  Prevost 
were  married.  They  were  forthwith  catat)liNhed  in  iw  ample 
residence  at  Albany,  where  Colonel  Burr  relieved  iha  monot- 
ony of  buiincsa  by  assisting  in  the  education  of  the  two  boya. 
One  of  the  fli'st  uses  he  maile  of  his  new  dignity  of  house- 
holdor  wan  to  give  a  temporary  home  to  a  fiiend  who  was  in 
love,  and  had  a  project  of  marriage  which  it  waa  necesaanr 
for  snine  r^-ason  to  conceal.  That  friend  svas  the  well-known 
Maj'tr  Pophum,  wlio  waa  niarried  at  Ciilunel  Burr'a  house,  and 
who,  filly>four  years  after,  held  the  pall  which  covered  Burr^ 
■  aa  they  were  bomo  to  the  grave. 
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Carlos  made  no  more  hnri-ied  jonmeys  to  Paramns.  The 
charm  of  the  "  Hermitage"  had  departed  from  it.  It  may  in- 
terest some  readei*8  to  learn  that  traditions  of  the  old  honse, 
and  of  the  family  who  inherited  it,  still  exist  in  the  vicinity. 
Some  of  the  walls  of  the  house  are  standing,  and  serve  as  part 
of  a  modern  structure.  Some  relics  of  its  elegant  contents,  a 
picture,  among  other  things,  adorn  a  neighboring  tavern. 
Stories  of  the  grand  company  that  used  to  assemble  at  the 
Hermitage  are  vaguely  told  by  the  older  inhabitants ;  and 
descendants  of  Mrs.  Prevost  reside  a  few  miles  from  the  old 
estate,  in  an  elegant  abode,  which  contains  interesting  memo- 
rials of  the  olden  tiipe. 

At  Albany,  in  the  first  year  of  his  marriage,  was  born  Col- 
onel Burr's  only  legitimate  child,  a  daughter,  whom  he  named 
Thcodosia.  She  had  a  joyful  welcome  into  the  world,  the 
beautiful  child  who  was  to  have  so  terrible  an  exit  from  it. 
A  father,  ever  fond,  if  not  ever  wise,  received  to  his  arms  the 
infant  who  was  to  be  to  him  so  much  more  than  a  daughter, 
when  her  indomitable  fidelity  was  all  that  linked  him  to  the 
family  of  man. 

Colonel  Burr  practiced  law  in  Albany  for  more  than  eight- 
een months,  with  the  greatest  success  possible  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  time.  As  soon  as  peace  was  declared,  he  made 
arrangements  lor  removing  to  New  York.  A  house  was  hired 
for  hlni  in  Maiden  Lane,  at  two  hundred  ])0unds  a  year,  the 
*'  rent  to  commence  when  the  troops  leave  the  city."  That 
event,  as  New  Yorkers  are  still  armually  reminded  by  parades 
and  festivities,  occurred  on  the  25th  of  November,  178:^  ;  soon 
after  which  date  Colonel  Burr  removed  his  fiimily  to  the  city 
and  began  his  career  as  a  New  York  lawyer. 

The  preparatory  period  of  Colonel  Burr's  life  was  now  com- 
pletely past.  As  a  finished  man  an<l  i)racticed  lawyer  he  en- 
ters up(m  the  new  scene  to  contend  with  his  equals  for  the 
Iionors  of  his  profession  and  the  priz(»s  of  society.  Up  to  the 
prenent  time  his  character  and  conduct  have  appeare<l  only 
in  an  honorable  light,  because  only  the  qualities  in  which  he 
really  excelled  have  been  exhibited — his  courage,  his  activity, 
bis  generosity,  his  address.     John  Adams  testifies  of  him  that 
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he  came  out  of  the  revolntSonnry  wiir  "  u-ilh  the  character  of 
a  kuight,  without  tear,  and  an  able  officur,"  iiriil  the  tUiil  llin* 
so  many  excel  ii?iit  and  duforiiiirj^  guntlemeii  admirud  ami 
Joved  liira,  nttd  tliiit  so  muiiy  umiiililo  tiulk-s  were  his  tHcuds, 
is  cunfirmatory  of  the  aiwoi'tion,  I  aiu  conviiic«<l  liiat  Boiiivty 
liad  nothing  at-rioua  lo  charge  him  willi  up  to  t)ie  time  of  hi< 
joining  tiic  bar  of  Ma  city.  I  am  sure  he  had  tiot  been 
"  profligate."  The  probabilities  are  in  &vaT  of  th«  opinion 
that  he  had  nni  yet  hod  one  amour  of  a  oilininal  kind,  nor  in- 
curred an  obligiition  which  ho  had  not  discharged. 
.  It  is  iinporlaiit  to  bear  tina  in  iiand,  for  the  Ltkstmctive  and 

/  impresHive  moral  of  hia  story  depends  u[i'>n  ilH  truth.  Thify  J 
-\  '  who  descnbe  good  men  lo  be  faultless,  and  bad  men  a»  devil*,  ^ 
-K  rob  mankind  of  llie  beoeiit  of  their  example.    Tho  good  vr-  ( 

~\  i  ample  discourages,  and  tho  bad  one  does  not  alarm  us.  We  J 
dcHpair  of  iniiutliiig  tho  one,  and  .tro  not  in  tlie  least  afniid  of 
coniing  to  icHenible  the  other.  But  when  a  good  man  is  truly 
delineated,  eviiry  oj\e  sees  the  simplicity  and  attiiinablencss  of 
goodness,  and  how  many  £tults  a  man  may  have,  and  yet  his 
character  be  essentially  just  and  noble.  How  encouraging 
this  to  a  youth  who  has  sense  enough  to  bo  conscious  of  bia 
faults,  and  who  aspiies  to  emulate  the  sublime  characters  of 
liistory.  So  of  bad  men.  When  their  cliaracters  are  truly 
dra\k-n,  we  ai-e  more  likely  to  be  surpi-ised  at  the  number  of 
good  qualities  they  possessed,  than  horrified  at  ttieir  bad  ones. 
And  this  is,  in  truth,  of  all  the  fauts  in  the  case,  the  most  ap- 
palling !  That  a  man  may  be  so  good,  and  yet  not  good  ; 
that  he  may  come  so  near  excellence,  and  yet  so  fatally  miss 
it ;  tliat  lie  may  be  bo  little  removed  in  moral  quality  from 
m.iny  who  pass  the  ordeal  of  life  with  little  reproach,  and  yet 
incnr  so  deep  a  damnation — these  are  the  facts  which  move 
and  scare  us  when  wc  know  aright  and  fully  the  men  who 
figure  in  liistory  as  atrocious  ciiaiactei-a.  Carlyle's  delinea- 
tion of  Uobes|)ierre  is  the  finest  example,  perhaps,  of  this  cor- 
rect portrayal  of  a  bad  mim's  character  that  has  been  given  to 
lite  world.  The  ti'ightened  re.ider,  as  he  closca  tlic  awful 
Btory,  has  no  innlcdictions  for  the  wretched  tyi-ant ;  but  aigb- 
ing,  says,  "  /,  too,  might  haoa  been  a  Robespierre." 
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Youth  is  the  lovely  robe  beneath  which  the  character  is 
concealed  while  it  forms ;  or  it  is  the  flower  which  precedes 
the  fruit,  and  which  is  often  as  beautiful  on  the  tree  that  is 
going  to  bear  ill  fruit,  or  none,  as  upon  tliat  which  will  yellow 
the  plain  with  its  abundant  golden  showers. 


OHAPTKR  X. 


NEV    TOBE:    BAB. 


CiiLOSEi,  BcRit  had  removed  to  vhaX  we  ihonld  noar  odlj^-. 

Biiiaii  lowii.  "  y  '. 

Fruiii  i;'>'2,  wlicn  Jonathan  Eclvrards  had  been  taamftfgi 
to  jio  out  bt!>'uiid  the  suburbs  of  New  York  to  the  buiks  of 
"HikIhdii'm  river,"  niid  iiieditnte  with  e<;jitacy  upon  ttie  deep 
tliiiiifN  of  liJK  tliL'ology,  to  its;),  when  Iiis  grandaoii  moved 
down  from  Albnny  tu  his  tine  housu  in  Mnidvn  Lane,  to  jirac- 
tii^c  law  ill  the  lilieratod  city,  wiw  n  period  of  sixty-one  years, 
diirin}^  whiuh  Xew  York  lind  ineiesised  in  population  from 
(■i<;lit  lliiiiiKiintl  to  ttveiitv-iivc  thuusntid.     It  waa  the  eocond 


city  in  the  United  Stales,  I'lii 
iiwirly  twiec  iis  numerous.  Tl 
time,  had  lexH  lh;m  three  liuiidr 
a  tliird  of  the  number  wliiuh  ni 
the  yeiir  imo,  the  dly  could  oi 
hiiiiitiintM,  and  the  State  about 


iidvlphia  havin;;;  a  population 
le  Smtc  of  New  York,  at  that 
id  tliou!i:ind  iuhaliitanL-),  about 
iv  thu  eily  atone  ooTitaina.  In 
ily  number  sixty  thousand  ii)- 
The  coutrnct- 


i  of  Burr's  sphere  of  liibor  it  is  necessary  to  bear  iu 
mind. 

When  John  Ailamn  made  his  triumphal  progress  from  Bos- 
ton to  I'hiladelpliia  to  attend  the  tirst  Con^re^'t,  he  stop]>ed  i 
few  days  in  \en-  York,  nhieh  he  then  saw  lor  the  first  time, 
and  disi^rihed  in  liis  Diary.  lie  says  that  ho  walked  to  every 
jiart  of  the  lity  in  one  aflernoon,  and  after  seeing  every  thinj^ 
in  it  svorthy  of  a  stranger's  attention,  went  to  the  Coflee 
House  and  read  tbe  nows])a|iers.     Ilis  remarks,  however,  indl 
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cate  the  wealth  of  the  city.  He  speaks  of  the  elegant  country 
Beats  on  the  island ;  of  the  Broad  Way,  a  fine  street,  very  wide, 
and  in  a  riglit  line  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  tlie  city ;  of 
tlie  magnificent  new  church  then  building,  which  was  to  cost 
twenty  thousand  pounds ;  of  the  new  hospital,  a  fine  structure 
of  stone ;  of  a  ship-yard,  where  a  Dutch  East  India  ship  of 
eight  hundred  tons  was  building  ;  of  the  "  beautiful  ellipsis  of 
land,  railed  in  with  solid  iron,  in  the  center  of  which  is  a 
statue  of  his  majesty  on  horseback,  very  large,  of  solid  lead, 
gilded  with  gold,  on  a  pedestal  of  marble,  very  high."  The 
streets  of  the  town,  he  adds,  are  "  vastly  more  regular  and 
elegant  than  those  in  Boston,  and  the  houses  are  more  grand, 
as  well  as  neat.  They  are  almost  all  painted,  brick  buildings 
and  all." 

In  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  the  observant  and  plain- 
upotten  patriot  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  interior  of 
one  of  the  elegant  country  seats,  near  "  Hudson's  river." 
From  what  he  says  of  the  sumptuosity  of  his  entertainment, 
we  may  infer  that  then,  as  now,  the  New  Yorkers  were  pro- 
fuse and  ostentatious  in  their  style  of  living.  "A  more  ele- 
gant breakfast,  I  never  saw,"  he  writes  ;  "  rich  plate,  a  very 
large  silver  coffee-pot,  a  very  large  silver  tea-pot,  napkins  of 
the  very  finest  materials,  toast,  and  bread  and  butter,  in  gi-eat 
perfection.  After  breakfast,  a  plate  of  beautiful  peaches, 
another  of  pears,  and  a  muskmelon,  were  placed  on  the 
table."  Napkins  and  silver  plate,  in  1*774,  were  rare  luxu- 
ries in  all  but  the  very  highest  circles  of  European  nobility. 
The  rich  furniture  of  the  New  York  houses  excited  the  con- 
tinual wonder  of  the  honest  Bostonian  ;  but  the  people  of  the 
city  pleased  him  not.  "  With  all  the  opulence  and  splendor 
of  this  city,"  says  he,  "  there  is  very  little  good-breeding  to 
be  foand.  We  have  been  treated  with  an  assiduous  respect 
but  I  have  not  seen  one  real  gentleman,  one  well-bred  man, 
since  I  came  to  town.  At  their  entertainments  there  is  no 
conversation  that  is  agreeable  ;  there  is  no  modesty,  no  atten- 
tion to  one  another.  They  talk  very  loud,  very  fast,  and 
all  together.  If  they  nsk  you  a  question,  before  you  can  utter 
three  words  of  your  answer,  they  will  break  out  upon  you 


^ain,  and  talk  awny."    Nuw  York  dtrikva  t)ii<  BcistonttiD  oC- 
ttwiay  very  miich  »s  it  did  John  Adams  m_17T4, 

The  Uevuluilon  did  not  UNseulially  itliungu  tin-  cliariictasr  of 
the  place,  nor,  as  I  ooiijeiUiiio,  much  rutnnl  its  progi-i-m  ia 
ivcalili.     IJul  wlitn  the  Biiiisli  troo|f8  evacuated  the  oily, many 
of  llic  wcallhie^t  Tory  Ikmilitts,  all  the  Britixii  oAicii»I«,  and, 
ndecd,  mostof'tlioi<u  who  had  bucn  ivgardcd  asthe  "scxdetyt"- 
of  thi.>  tou-ii  went  with  tht^ni,  lenvhig  it  tiioi-e  cxdtuivtiljr 
coinmcvcial  city  iliiin  it  was.    Whpii  we  read  in  th«  let 
and  riiemo'u-a  of  the  time  alhiBiona  to  tho  faauiiialjan  of  Cohmi 
Barr'a   mariuei'3,  and  of  tho  gruut   things   Iii:    a<!coni|iluht 
merely  by  the  cKarm  of  his  addruKs,  wti  sliould,  pei'bajn, 
tribute  jiart  of  the  cffeots  tu  ttiu  gunt-ral  abw.-U(w  of  pur 
style  in  Hie  people.     Thu  liuncMt,  kindly,  nnnrDnmeutal 
of  men  were  those  over  whom  hia  flwny  was  most  abMtlntai 
and  it  was  in  a  bustling,  tr]idin(r  town,  that  he  rim  the  biilti) 
part  of  hi»  career. 

Nor  liad  he  many  competitors  for  tlie  hii.'hi--r  hnslnesKof 
liis  ))i'ofeKitoti.  The  liistory  of  the  American  bar  remaina 
unwritten,  though  the  suhjcct,  to  a  writer  able  to  handle  it, 
presents  uniivaled  capabilities.  We  are  left,  therefore,  lo 
conjecture  the  strength  of  the  legal  profession  when  Burr  rose 
to  eminence  in  it.  John  Adams,  in  the  part  of  his  amusing 
Di.iry  just  referred  to,  cpcaks  of  two  or  three  lawyers  in  the 
city  to  whom  he  was  introduced,  and  whom  he  mentions  aa 
persons  of  importance.  One  of  the  liandsome  houses  that 
ailoiiied  "  the  Broad  Way,"  was  pointed  out  to  him  as  the 
residence  of  tlie  famous  lawyer  "  Mr.  Smith,"  and  it  was  Hr, 
Scott,  "  an  eminent  lawyer,"  whose  "  very  larijc  silver  tea-pol" 
and  "  very  large  silver  coffee-pot,"  excited  Mr,  Adams's  aston- 
ishment. It  is  very  evident  that  the  l.iw  was  a  lucrative  and 
imjK)i'tant  protcssion  in  New  York  hefoi'c  the  Revolution.  It 
is  equally  certain  that  the  disfranchisement  of  all  the  Tory  law- 
yers, and  tlic  complicated  suits  growing  out  of  the  laws  con- 
Iscating  the  estates  of  Tories,  gave  to  an  able  and  active 
a»vyer,  just  nfler  tlie  Uevolution,  a  moat  productive  field  of 
exertion.  Aaron  Burr  was  a  man  to  improve  such  an  oppoi- 
tuniiy.     He  came  here  a  practiced  lawyer.     His  name  aad 
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lineage  were  of  vast  use  to  him.  The  memory  of  President 
Burr  was  fragrant  in  the  adjacent  States  ;  and  wherever  men 
and  women  in  those  days  were  trying  to  live  nobly,  the  name 
of  Jonathan  Edwards  was  a  name  of  power,  a  name  honorable 
and  august.  Hamilton  and  Adams  both  testify  that,  as  well 
in  politics  as  in  law,  the  celebrity  of  Burr's  father  and  grand- 
father contributed  powerfully  to  his  early  success.  Yet  in 
later  times  we  often  find  other  leading  federalists  sneering  at 
him  as  a  man  without  connections  ;  and  nothing  could  moro 
clearly  prove  the  ignorance  which  prevailed  in  that  party  of 
the  country  they  aspired  to  govern.  As  New  England  under- 
Btodd  the  word,  no  man  had  such  connections  as  he.  Scarcely 
a  family  in  that  country  but  would  have  esteemed  it  an  honor 
to  receive  under  their  roof  the  descendant  of  Jonathan  Ed- 
wards and  President  Burr. 

Colonel  Burr  came  to  New  York,  apparently,  with  no  inten- 
tion to  take  any  part  in  politics.  As  soon  as  the  British  had 
left  the  city,  there  was  high  excitement  among  the  leading 
citizens  relative  to  the  offices  which  were  to  be  filled.  The 
State  government  had  been  organized  long  ago,  and  George 
Clinton  was  governor.  But  the  city,  remaining  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  enemy,  had  deprived  the  governor  of  his  choicest 
patronage,  which  now  was  to  be  bestowed,  all  at  once,  upon 
long-expectant  Whigs.  Some  influential  friends  at  Albany, 
who  had  a  great  opinion  of  Colonel  Burr's  talents  for  the  dis- 
patch of  business,  urged  him  to  apply  for  an  appointment  in 
the  city.  He  said,  in  reply,  that  he  was  unwilling  to  be  a 
competitor  with  any  gentleman  for  an  office.  Then,  said 
Judge  Bogart,  you  must  be  contented  with  the  character  of  a 
private  gentleman,  for  there  are  long  lists  of  applicants  for  all 
the  offices  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York.  And  a  pri- 
vate gentleman  he  remained.  The  steps  by  which  he  was 
gradually  drawn  from  the  exclusive  pursuit  of  his  profession 
to  mingle  in  2)olitical  strife,  will  be  narrated  in  a  subsequent 
chapter.  It  is  convenient  now  to  regard  him  only  as  a  lawyer, 
in  which  character  he  chiefly  presents  himself  during  the  first 
eight  years  of  his  residence  in  New  York.  True,  he  served 
for  two  sessions,  those  of  1784  and  1785,  in  the  State  le^isla- 
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turc^  but  tio  nttOLided  the  cliambRr  only  iiL  iiii[)Ortant  cHmim. 
Fi'om  1763  iiiitil  1701,  the  prautico  of  thu  law  absorlxnl  tlifl 
gi-cnter  p.ii-l  of  his  time  and  uttciitioti.  lltt  was  an  anibkioui 
man,  tlien  as  ahvnys.  But,  iinlil  the  rormatioii  of  tlw  ^nerd 
goTcrnment  in  1T89,  wlial  wasihttru  in  |iulUic8  to  exdte  <lt!i  ~ 
ill  a  man  of  ahilily  ? 

Aaron  Burr,  a  soldier  by  nature,  a  lawyer  from  neceauty, 
was  the  Haine  man  at  the  bar  as  he  had  buuti  in  the  liekl,  i 
cuiiduded  n  suit  precisely  on  tlio  principlim  which  liu  had  api  j 
plied  to  the  capture  of  a  furt,  and  Vhti  dL-lun»e  of  tliti  VfiMt 
tht'sler  linua. 

/  Lawyers  may,  pcrliaps,  he  divided  into  tlirue  claaiteii.  Ta  J 
/  thi!  fii-st  bt'long  the  great  soul*,  who  Uiva  jiisliot,  and  who  lovt  J 
]av;  as  the  means  by  which  JuslicG  iB  done.  Of  such  lawy«nt,  few  J 
everywhere,  tlic  Atnerioaii  bar  can  boast,  U,  hiast,  tbt  liiir  {irfti  T 
portion.  The  second  tiaas  comprises  the  majority  of  praa> 
titionei'S,  whose  single  Consideration  it  is  to  serve  thuir  ditint* 
Vy  all  the  means  which  the  bar  Htamiw  lepiiininli.  If  ihcy 
tiiuin)>b,  it  is  well,  wlicther  jiixtice  triumphs  with  them  or 
not,  wliether  their  triumph  is  due  to  a  reoOJjuized  legal  trick, 
or  to  a  right  interpretation  of  the  law.  The  third  claw  are 
Kim]ily  unscrupulous.  They  hang  upon  the  outskiils  of  the 
profession  nnd  prey  npon  its  ofl'al.  It  is  their  trade  to  assist, 
to  proleit,  and  to  deliver  villaiuK,  To  be  a  lawyer  of  the  first 
descripliiin,  and  to  excel  in  it,  demands  a  bi'uad,  comprehen- 
sive, noble  UN^DKR.STANi>i.N'o.  TJJc  second  chiss  requireaa  quick, 
acute  intellect,  tact,  adi'oilness,  sell-possi^sion,  and  great  pby»> 
ieal  slaniiiia,  together  with  a  certain  moral  oliluseness,  whiub 
euahles  a  man  to  do  iu  his  piolessional,  what  he  would  not  do 
ill  his  private  cn]iacity.  The  third  kind  of  lawyer  is  merely  a 
scoundrel,  cunning  enough  to  obtain  the  rewards  of  ciims 
without  incurring  its  risks.    ,■ 

To  a  place  among  the  greatest  lawyers,  Aaron  Burr  has  no 
title.  lie  had  not  weight  of  metal  enough  tor  that.  He  wan 
a  light  person ;  tough,  elastic,  polished,  jwnetrntiiig,  a  perfect 
rapier,  not  a  broatlsword ;  successful,  while  lie  did  rapier's 
work,  failing  when  a  heavier  blade  was  needed  iu  his  place. 
As  a  lawyer  of  the  second  grade,  as  a  mere  practitioner  at  lA« 
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bavy  I  presume  his  equal  never  lived.  In  his  hands,  the  law 
was  a  whole  armory  of  weapons,  in  the  use  of  which,  as 
weapons,  his  daring  was  only  equaled  by  his  skill. 

In  preparing  his  causes  for  trial,  ho  was  simply  indefatigable. 
While  there  was  an  authority  to  be  examined,  while  there 
was  evidence  to  be  procured,  while  there  was  an  expedient  to 
Ikj  devised,  his  efforts  were  never  relaxed.  And  he  gave  no 
rest  to  his  adversary,  pursuing  him  with  notices,  motions,  and 
appeals,  improving  every  advantage,  and  exhausting  all  the 
means  of  annoyance ;  until,  from  very  weariness  and  despair, 
sometimes,  the  enemy  has  capitulated.  Colonel  Burr  not  only 
labored  himself  to  the  uttermost  of  the  powers  of  man,  but  he 
had  the  art  of  exacting  from  his  assistants  an  equal  diligence. 
There  was  no  resisting  his  requirements.  Assistant-counsel 
would  receive  notes  from  him  at  midnight,  when  they  were 
asleep,  demanding  instant  replies,  which  obliged  the  drowsy 
men  of  law  to  refer  to  authorities  and  examine  papers.  On 
the  day  of  trial,  he  had  his  evidence,  arguments,  and  author- 
ities, marshaled  in  impenetrable  array.  Every  possibility  had 
been  provided  for.  No  man  at  the  bar  could  ever  boast  of 
discovering  a  flaw  in  his  preparation,  or  of  carrying  a  point 
against  him  by  surprise. 

Where  no  amount  of  legitimate  preparation  would  avail,  he 
had  no  scruples  to  employing  a  legal  ruse.  Indeed  he  delight- 
ed to  surprise  his  adversary,  to  lay  an  ambuscade  for  him,  and 
carry  a  case  by  an  ingenious  stroke  before  the  other  side  could 
recover  their  self-possession.  It  is  related,  that,  in  an  eject- 
ment suit  to  recover  a  valuable  house  in  New  York,  the  oj)po- 
ping  counsel  had  expended  their  whole  strengtli  in  ])roving 
the  genuineness  of  a  will,  supposing,  of  course,  that  that  wjis 
the  only  point  susceptible  of  dispute.  What  was  their  surprise 
to  find,  that  Burr's  main  attack  was  against  the  authenticity 
of  an  ancient  deed,  one  of  the  links  hi  the  title,  which,  having 
never  before  been  disputed,  had  been  provided  with  merely 
formal  proof!  The  jury  pronounced  the  deed  a  forgery,  and 
Burr's  client  lived  and  died  in  possession  of  the  ])roperty. 
Two  com-ts  have  since  ju'onouncod  the  deed  authentic. 

No  means  were  too  trival  for  him  to  em])loy,  if  he  thought 
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tliem  likely  to  promote  hia  purpose.     He  used  t,o  say  that  he 
liad  once  saved  a  man  from  being  hanged  by  a  certain  arramie- 
incnt  of  the  cand'cs  in  a  court  room.     He  referred  to  a  iritd 
for  murder,  in  whicti  both  Hamilton  and  liimself  dct'endvd  tli«    . 
pneoner,  and  whicli  extAUtd  intense  interest  at  tlie  tti»e.     At  '^ 
lii'st,  the  e^-ideace  against  tlie  prisoner  aeemed  oonelunre,  itndj    | 
I  think.  Burr  himself  thought  Lim  guilty.     But  aa  tliv  trirf.  I 
pjoutedi'd,  Buspiciona   arose  against  the  prineipal   witaett.J 
Colonel  Bun-  sulijeeted  hiiii  to  a  rektilleHS  urDW-exatnituiliuti^  1 
and  he  became  convJiiQed  that  the  guilt  Ixy  between  tlie  wib-  ( 
neiJH  and  the  prlsot.er,  vith  the  balance  of  probability  agaiusi  | 
the  witness. 

The  man's  appc^arance  and  bearing  were  most  utiprepo^  J 
Sessing.  Besides  being  remarkably  ugly,  lie  had  ibe  mc 
down  look,  which  is  associated  with  the  tlmidiiy  of  gi 
Hamilton  had  Addressed  the  jury  with  hi^t  usual  fliKntelo~| 
quence,  conflning  bts  remarks  to  tbo  vindicatiun  of  the  ;H-i»- 
ouor,  without  alluding  to  the  probiililf  jruiii  'if  the  w  iiiiv^s.  Tho 
prosecuting  altorni;y  replied,  and  it  was  now  Buit's  province 
to  say  the  last  word  for  the  prisoner.  But  the  day  had  worn 
away,  and  the  court  took  a  recess  till  candle  light.  This  waa 
extremely  annoying  to  Colonel  Burr,  as  he  meditated  enacting 
a  little  scene,  to  the  success  of  which  a  strong  light  waa  indis- 
pensable. Ho  was  not  to  be  balked,  however.  Through  one 
of  liis  satellites,  of  whom  be  always  had  several  revolving 
around  liim,  he  caused  an  extra  number  of  candles  to  be 
brought  into  the  court-room,  and  to  be  so  arranged  as  to 
throw  a  strong  light  upon  a  certain  pillai-,  in  full  view  of  the 
jury,  against  which  the  suspected  witness  had  leaned  through- 
out the  trial.  Tbc  court  assembled,  the  m.on  I'esumed  his  ac- 
customed place,  and  Colonel  Burr  rose.  With  the  clear  con- 
dseness  of  which  ho  was  master,  he  set  foi-th  the  &cts  which 
bore  against  the  man,  and  then,  seizing  two  candelabros  from 
the  table,  he  held  them  up  toward  hi:n,  throwing  a  glare  of 
light  Qpon  his  face,  and  exclaimed, 

"  Behold  the  murderer,  gentlemen  !" 

Every  eye  was  turned  upon  the  wretch's  ghastly  oonnte- 
nance,  which,  to  the  excited  multitude,  seemed  to  wear  the 
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▼eiy  expression  of  a  convicted  murderer.  The  man  reeled, 
as  though  he  had  been  struck ;  then  shrunk  away  behind  the 
crowd,  and  rushed  from  the  room.  The  effect  of  this  incident 
was  decisive.  Colonel  Burr  concluded  his  speech,  the  judge 
charged,  the  jury  gave  a  verdict  of  acquittal,  and  the  prisoner 
•was  free. 

A  ruse  which  he  once  played  on  General  Hamilton,  Burr  re- 
lated to  a  legal  friend,  who  told  it  to  me.  It  occurred  early 
in  his  practice  at  the  New  York  bar,  when  be  and  Hamilton 
were  in  the  first  flush  of  success,  and  neither  was  disposed  to 
concede  superiority  to  the  other.  Both  were  engaged,  for 
the  first  time,  on  the  same  side  of  an  important  cause,  and  it 
was  a  question  which  of  the  two  should  first  address  the  jury. 
The  etiquette  of  the  bar  assigns  the  closing  speech  to  the 
leader  of  a  cause,  but  it  was  not  clear  in  this  case  who  was 
the  leader.  Hamilton,  who  was  certainly  not  an  excessively 
modest  man,  hinted,  in  a  rather  ungracious  manner,  as  Buit 
thought,  that  his  friend  Colonel  Burr  would  open  the  argu- 
ment. With  that  imperturbable  politeness  that  never  forsook 
him.  Burr  assented  to  the  arrangement  without  a  word  of  ob- 
jection. He  was  nettled,  however,  and  hit  upon  a  little 
scheme  of  harmless  revenge.  He  knew  well  the  character  of 
Hamilton's  mind,  and,  from  repeated  conversations  with  him 
on  the  cause  in  which  they  were  engaged,  he  knew  every 
point  which  Hamilton  would  bo  likely  to  make  in  his  speech. 
Burr  prepared  himself  w^ith  gr**at  care.  When  he  came  at 
length  to  address  the  jury,  besides  using  his  own  arguments, 
he  anticipated  all  of  Hamilton's.  He  absolutely  exhausted  the 
case.  There  was  nothing  left  for  Hamilton  to  advance.  The 
consequence  was  that  that  gentleman  appeared  to  much  less 
advantage  than  usual,  and  never  afterward  exhibited  an  undue 
desire  to  assume  the  place  of  honor  in  suits  which  he  con 
ducted  conjointly  with  Colonel  Burr. 

A  few  of  Burr's  maxims  respecting  the  practice  of  the  law 
have  been  preserved.  His  sarcastic  definition  of  law,  as  dealt 
out  by  courts,  has  been  often  quoted  to  his  disadvantage. 
"Law,'*  said  he,  "is  whatever  is  boldly  asserted  and  plausibly 
maintained."    Whether  the  sarcasm  is,  or  was  deserved,  let 
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lawyers  decide.  Anotlier  of  liis  sayinj^  rclsteil  lo  iho  n 
a;;i.'meTit  of  a  case,  aller  the  cjiemy  tiiit]  pi-opoeud  to  capitulatv. 
Untii  that  point  was  reached,  be  was  for  giving  ibeiii  no  rest. 
But  when  n  proposition  for  comproratsc  hai]  bi'vii  rvocivud,  h» 
would  Bay,  "  Now  move  slowly,  never  nogotiftto  in  &  liarry." 
But  the  best  of  all  hia  observations,  nt  least,  the  most  Mtril^ 
ing  and  novel,  was  the  following:  "Theit!  is  a  tnnKiin,"  said 
he,  '"Never  put  off  till  to-morrow  what  you  can  do  lo-<Jay.' 
This  is  a  maxim  for  Bluggarilii,  A  better  reading  of  it  m, 
Jfever  do  today  what  you  {■irn  an  well  do  to^non-oie  /  becaiiso 
something  may  occur  lo  malce  you  regret  youi'  premature  ae- 
tion."  He  used  also,  to  say,  ttiat  the  nrt  of  u^itig  men  con- 
sisted in  pliicing  eaeh  in  the  position  tie  was  best  liUed  for ; 
ft  Tcrsiou  of  the  reuent  phrase,  "  Tile  right  man  for  lh«  r^ht    i 

He  showed  tineqiialcd  tnct  himself  in  phcing  his  men. 
Before  seh-cting  liis  owiistants  in  a  cause,  he  would  asoeriain 
and  carefully  calculate  all  the  opposing  influenceit — prejndico, 
interest,  indilTerenoc,  ignorance,  political,  local,  and  family 
feeling — and  choose  the  men  likeliest  to  combat  them  with 
effect.  If  there  was  a  crank  in  the  mind  of  a  judge,  he 
would  find  the  hand  that  could  turn  if  to  his  advantage.  If 
there  was  a  prejudice  in  the  mind  of  a  jury,  he  would  con- 
trive, by  some  means,  to  bring  it  to  bear  in  favor  of  his  cli- 
ent. If  leai-ning  and  eloquence  were  eRsential,  he  would 
enlist  their  aid  also.  But  his  forte  was  in  playing  upon 
the  auiialile  weaknesses  of  human  nature.  Above  these,  the 
great  man  lifts  bis  hearei-s ;  for  the  time,  makes  them  noble 
and  reasonable;  and  while  they  are  so,  convinces  them.  To 
Aaron  Unrr  this  niajestiu  kind  of  mastery  over  men  was  not 
given. 

As  in  the  battle-field,  so  in  the  crises  of  a  suit,  his  compos- 
ure was  perfect.  Tiie  most  unexpected  event  could  not  star- 
tle him.  One  day,  as  he  and  two  other  lawyers  were  arguing, 
in  the  court  of  ehaiiciTy,  a  caso  in  which  lie  appeared  for  a 
very  iuiiinate  fiiend  of  many  years'  standing,  and  in  which  he 
himself  had  an  iulcrcst,  a  letter  wax  linnded  him  by  a  messcn- 
Kcr.    Apologizing,  and  requesting  the  lawyers  to  proceed  id 
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their  debate,  he  opened  the  letter,  read  it  carefully,  and  then, 
quite  in  his  usual  manner,  refolded  it,  and  laid  it  on  the  table 
with  the  address  downward.  The  discussion  ])roceeded  for 
about  ten  minutes  longer.  Colonel  Burr  listened  with  his 
usual  attention,  and,  when  a  pause  occurred,  asked  in  his  gen- 
tlest and  quietest  tone,  as  if  merely  to  solve  a  legal  doubt 
which  had  casually  risen  in  his  mind,  "  What  effect  would 
the  death  of  my  client  have  on  the  suit  ?"  The  lawyers 
started,  and  eagerly  inquired  his  reason  for  asking.  "  He  is 
dead,"  replied  Burr,  "  as  I  learn  from  this  letter ;  will  the 
suit  abate  ?'* 

From  the  strictness  of  his  practice,  he  has  been  called  a 
legal  martinet.  He  asked  no  favors,  and  granted  none.  He 
defied  an  opponent  to  catch  him  trij>ping,  and  he  never  failed 
to  subject  his  opponent's  argument  to  just  such  treatment  as 
he  had  taken  infinite  pains  to  guard  his  own  against.  So  fond 
was  he  of  the  technicalities  of  the  law,  that  occasionally  he 
indulged  in  them  to  the  detriment  of  his  client.  At  the  same 
lime,  no  man  was  more  observant  of  the  ]n'oj)cr  courtesies  of 
the  bar;  like  a  true  knight,  all  complaisance,  till  the  lists  were 
joined,  and  the  signal  given  for  the  fight ;  then  the  time  had 
come  for  hard  blows  and  rapid  thrusts. 

Burr  valued  himself  little  upon  his  oratorical  powers,  and 
he  used  to  say  that  he  had  seldom  spoken  with  pleasure  or 
satisfaction  to  himself.  His  pleadings  at  the  bar  were  more 
in  the  style  of  conversation  than  oratory,  it  is  said ;  the  con- 
versation, however,  of  a  well-bred,  thoroughly-informed  man 
of  the  world.  He  never  declaimed.  He  was  never  diffuse  ; 
a  long  speech  he  never  delivered  in  his  life.  In  concise,  pi*e- 
cise,  and,  therefore,  simple  language,  he  contrived  to  clothe 
the  essential  points  of  his  argument,  and  to  lodge  them  in  the 
mind  of  judge  and  jury  so  firmly  that  no  bursts  of  eloquence 
from  the  other  side  could  remove  them.  There  was  a  vein  of 
quiet  sarcasm  in  some  of  his  speeches,  which,  it  is  said,  wa 
exceedingly  effective.  With  a  manner  always  stM-ious,  he  occa- 
sionally rose  to  be  impressive,  and  produced  effects  upon  the 
minds  of  his  hearers  that  were  long  remembered.  It  is  cer- 
tain, from  the  writings  of  the  time,  that  he  was  regarded  as 
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a  great  speaker ;  as  great  in  liis  way  as  Q«ueral  HntniSloii  waa 
in  his  ;  aiid  it  was  niud  that  tlie  (>-xtrcini;ly  inturnsting  ctinroe- 
tei-  of  Bnrr's  epcecliL's,  no  le^  tlmn  their  cgncisen^ss,  made  it 
diftiuuU  to  report  tlieto.  The  uoiirlUrieas  of  Iiih  manner,  ibft 
air  of  perfect  breeding  tiiat  investtvl  him,  and  ttio  Miigulor 
-  composure  of  his  heAtiog,  all  contribnted,  douI)tl«»i,  tci  th* 
efTuut  of  his  public  aiKlivssefl.  From  tliu  tradiliuria  atill  pre- 
Borved  in  old  PioHbyterisn  fainiliea  respecting  the  cloqnenoB 
of  President  Burr,  I  infer  that  the  son's  alyle  of  speaking  wafl 
extremely  like  that  of  the  father. 

To  Alexander  ILitiiilton,  his  friend  and  rival,  Colonei  Burr 
freely  conceded  the  palm  of  cloqiienee.  Hi;  did  jiintiei:  to  the 
powers  of  that  able  man,  with  whom  he  contended  for  th« 
honoi-s  of  hia  profession  and  the  priies  of  public  lift,  foC 
twenty  years.  To  the  strength  and  fertility  of  Hamilton*! 
imagination,  to  hb  fine  rhetorical  powers,  to  his  occasional 
Hashes  of  poetical  ^^eniua,  and  to  the  force  of  his  declauinliuo, 
CoJuiiel  Burr  ]).iid  the  tribute  of  admiration.  The  two  men 
were  antagonist.^f  by  nature;  but,  during  these  happy  years, 
each  had  a  high,  if  not  an  exaggerated  opinion  of  the  other's 
talents. 

An  .iged  inciubcr  of  the  bar  described  to  me  the  manner  of 
the  two  men  in  their  public  adilresses.  Hamilton's  way  voi 
to  fr/iaual  a  case;  giving  ample  statement  to  every  point ; 
antieipating  every  objection;  saying  everything  that  could 
fairly  be  said  in  the  fullci't  manner.  He  would  speak  for  two 
or  three  hours,  enehuining  the  attention  of  court  and  jury  by 
his  Hiieiit  and,  sometimes,  lolly  eloquence.  Burr,  in  replying, 
would  select  two  or  three  vulnerable,  yet  vital  points  of  Ham* 
ilton's  speech,  and  quietly  demolish  them,  and  leave  all  tbe 
other  p.irts  qf  his  oration  untouched.  In  a  twenty  minntee* 
speech,  he  has  been  known  completely  to  ncuti'alize  the  effect 
of  one  of  Hamilton's  elaborate  and  ornate  addresses.  Burr 
began  iirnelico  upon  the  principle  of  never  nndert.iking  a  cause 
which  ho  did  not  feel  sure  of  g.iining;  and  I  am  assured  by 
another  venci'able  lawyer  of  this  city,  who  was  frequently 
engaged  with  Burr,  that  he  never  in  his  life  lost  a  case 
which  he  personally  conducted.     It    is,  at   least,  certaio. 
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that  he  g^ed  over  Hamilton  some  signal  and  unexpected 
triumphs.* 

On  his  arrival  in  New  York,  Colonel  Burr  seems,  at  once, 
to  have  taken  his  place  among  the  leaders  of  the  bar,  and  he 
retained  that  position  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  though, 
during  that  period,  the  bar  of  New  York  trebled  its  numbers. 
With  the  single  exception  of  Hamilton,  no  lawyer  in  the  State 
held  so  high  a  position  aa  he,  and  none  in  the  country  held  a 
higher. 

With  regard  to  the  income  derivable  from  the  practice  of 
the  law  at  that  time,  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  information.  At 
the  present  day,  a  lawyer  is  considered  to  be  in  good  practice 
who  has  a  clear  gain  of  four  thousand  dolIai*s  a  year.  Ten 
thousand  dollars  is  thought  a  very  large  revenue :  it  is  ques- 
tionable if  there  are  one  hundred  lawyers  in  the  United  States 
who  earn  so  much.  An  average  income  of  twenty  thousand 
is  as  great  as  the  half  dozen  leatling  lawyers  of  the  country  can 
boast ;  though,  occasionally,  a  lawyer  will  make  that  sum  by  a 
single  case,  or  even  twice  as  much.  In  early  times,  profes- 
sional incomes  could  scarcely  have  been  as  large  as  they  are 
now.  Among  the  letters  of  Alexander  Hamilton  there  is  one 
from  a  New  York  merchant,  retaining  the  services  of  Hamil- 
ton in  any  suits  the. merchant  might  have  for  live  years.  In- 
closed in  the  letter  was  a  note  for  a  thousand  dollars,  payable 
at  the  end  of  the  five  yeai-s,  with  interest  at  five  per  cent. 

*  General  Erastrus  Root,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  Burr  in  the  height 
of  his  celebrity,  was  with  him  in  the  Aascnibljr  und  in  Congres-s  and  often 
heard  him  ftpeak  in  the  courts,  gives  the  following  opinion  of  the  powers  of  tho 
two  men :  "  Aa  a  lawyer  and  as  a  schoLir  Burr  was  not  inferior  to  Hamilton, 
His  reasoning  powers  were  at  least  equal  Their  modes  of  arguuK'nt  were 
very  difterent.  Ilamilton  was  very  diffuse  and  wordy.  Ilia  words  were  so 
well  chosen,  and  his  sentences  so  finely  formed  into  a  swelling  current,  that 
the  hearer  would  be  captivated.  Tho  listener  would  admire,  if  he  was  not 
convinced.  Burr's  arguments  were  generally  methodized  and  compact.  I 
a'jcti  to  say  of  them,  wlien  they  wore  rivals  at  the  bar,  that  Bnrr  wtfuM  say  aa 
much  in  half  an  hour  as  Hamilton  in  two  hours.  Burr  was  terse  and  con- 
vincing, while  Hamilton  was  flowing  and  rapturous.  Tlicy  wcro  much  tho 
grreatest  men  in  this  Stute,  and  perhaps  the  greatest  men  in  the  United 
Statos." — Hammond  a  Uisiory  of  Polilical  Parties  in  tfie  Stiite  of  Xew  Turk. 
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Upon  t)ic  letter  U  an  indonemant,  in  TT.amiltd 
cftwt  tlial  the  note  had  been  "  retvrni-d,  rni  li^inr/  /no  tttueR.''* 
t'ci-tiiiiily  the  pi'csent  leaden ofthe  Hvw  York  bnr  wonM  ixil 
tiikeso  modest  a  view  of  the  valne  of  their  sei-vic^e.  Willtim 
Wirt,  of  Virginia,  a  TCiy  brilliuit  ud  «n('Uf»»rii]  lawyer,  prao- 
ticing  in  the  dominant  State  of  the  Union,  mcmttoni^  thtit  ia 
1802,  h(j  had  an  income  of  twelve  hamliL"!  pounda  a  ywir.  A 
few  j'onrs  Liter,  while  paning  tbrou^li  Ntrw  Yorlc  lo  try* 
cause  in  Boston,  he  visited  some  of  the  New  York  conrta,  nn4 
inqnii-cd  rcKpectitiglhefeeeof  the  lawyeiti.  He  wfui  sMonwhed 
at  tlieii-  gmaUnes.1,  and  Nud  ftTirginU  lauytrr  would  ntarv^  on 
Bucli  fees.  PVom  such  indioationiastliifio,  it  is  perhsjw  tuitV'  to 
infer  that  Ilanulton  and  Barr  may  h&tt-  hitd  prolessional  ii»-, 
conies  of  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year,  but  nut  moru,  on  ao^ 
average.  Burr  used  to  Bay  that  he  h»il  made  forty  tluuisand, 
doNiirs  from  one  canse,  but  whether  it  wns  as  n  lawyer  wr* 
specuhitor  that  he  gained  so  mnoh,  is  not  di-iir.  8|i«ciiialifMft 
in  lands  was  inneli  the  rage  among  tin'  Iim.Miij;  men  of  the 
country  durinrr  the  first  twenty  y cat's  aflcr  the  Rerolution,  and 
no  one  was  fonder  of  that  fascinating  gam<!  than  Burr.  Fre- 
quently lie  uniti'd,  in  his  land  transactions,  the  characters  of 
Jiwycr  and  of  spceiilator,  receiving  lands  in  i>ayment  for  pro- 
inal  services,  and  then  disponing  of  theiu  to  the  beat  ad- 
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His  style  of  living  kept  pace  with  his  incrcodng  income. 
In  a  few  years  we  Hnd  hiin  master  of  Uii-hniond  Hill,  the 
matisiim  where  Washington  had  lived  in  1J76,  with  grounds 
reatliing  to  the  Ilu'lson,  with  amjile  gardens,  and  a  oonrider- 
nble  extent  of  grove  and  farm.  Here  he  maintained  a  liberal 
estahiishmi'iit,  and  cxerci'^ed  the  hospitality  which  was  then  in 
voguf.  Talleyrand,  Vohiey,  Louis  l'Jiili|ipe,  and  other  Strang- 
ers  of  distinction,  whom  the  French  Revolution  drove  into 
exile,  were  entertained  with  jiriiicely  profusion  and  elegance 
at  Kiehmond  Hill.  With  Talleyrand  and  Volney,  Burr  became 
particularly  intimate.  Tile  one  particular  in  which  lliehmnnd 
inn  surpassed  the  oilier  houses  of  equal  pretensions,  was  its 
lihrary.  From  his  college  days.  Colonel  Bmr  had  been  .1 
zt^alous  buyer  of  books,  and  his  stock  had  gone  on  increasing 


\ 


AT    XnS    NEW    TOBK     BAB.  155 

till,  on  attaining  to  the  dignity  of  householder,  he  was  able  to 
give  to  his  miscellaneous  collection  something  of  the  com- 
])letenes8  of  a  library.  It  was  customary  then  for  gentlemen 
to  have  accounts  with  booksellers  in  London,  and  the  arrival 
of  the  English  packet  was  an  event  of  interest  to  pei-sons  of 
taste  from  the  literary  treasures  it  usually  brought.  Colonel 
Burr  was  one  of  those  who  had  their  London  bookseller  ;  to 
whom  he  was  an  excellent  customer.  It  is  evident  enough, 
from  his  correspondence,  that  his  favorite  authors  were  still 
those  whom  the  "  well-constituted  minds"  of  that  day  regarded 
with  admiring  horror.  The  volumes  of  Gibbon's  History  were 
appearing  in  those  years,  striking  the  orthodox  world  with 
wonder  and  dismay.  They  had  a  very  hearty  welcome  in  the 
circle  at  Richmond  Hill.  Colonel  Burr  read  them,  and  often, 
while  absent  from  home  at  some  distant  court,  reminds  his  wife 
of  their  excellence,  and  urges  her  to  study  them  with  care. 
Indeed,  Gibbon  was  an  author  quite  after  Aaron  Burr's  own 
heart. 

Another  name  of  horror,  a  few  years  later,  was  William 
Godwin  (Charles  Lamb's  friend),  the  most  amiable  of  the 
human  species,  and,  one  would  7iow  suppose,  the  most  harm- 
less. He  was  one  of  those  lovers  of  his  kind  who  believe  in 
man  as  saints  once  believed  in  God.  A  passionate  lover  of 
justice,  a  passionate  hater  of  wrong,  he  waged  a  well-meant, 
ineffectual  warfare  against  the  State  of  Things.  He  held  oj/m- 
ions  respecting  the  Rights  of  Woman,  Marriage  and  Divorce, 
and  the  Administration  of  Justice,  which  are  peculiarly  ob- 
noxious to  persons  of  a  conservative  cast  of  character.  Burr 
liked  this  man  and  his  writings.  In  one  of  the  letters  in 
which  Hamilton  recounts  the  enormities  of  Burr,  he  says,  by 
wav  of  climax,  that  he  had  heard  him  talk  rank  Godioiniam! 
Of  Mary  Wolstoncroft,  the  wife  of  William  Godwin,  Burr 
had  an  exquisite  portrait  among  his  few  pictures. 

Jeremy  Bentham  was  another  of  his  favorites.  At  a  time 
when  the  mere  name  of  the  great  Apostle  of  Utilitarianism 
was  known  only  to  half  a  dozen  of  the  most  intelligent  minds 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  Colonel  Burr  was  a  reader  of  his 
works,  and  conceived  for  their  author  the  highest  opinion. 
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Beiithaiiiism  has  had  its  day ;  it  only  oxciti'S  wonder  iit  as 
now  tlint  so  estimable  a  man  iihouM  havu  found  delight  in 
euch  dreary  do^trlim  ;  but  it  ia  ccrtftiii  tbiit  U)  Iw  n  riutdur  nf 
Bcnthmn  during  the  period  now  andi^r  connidi'riLtion,  vrna  to 
bo  &  partnk(;r  tit'  the  most  advanced  Uiougtit  of  tho  tiniQ. 
Beiitliaraism  was,  ns  a  great  ci'itio  has  remarked,  **  a  tiettri 
minute  being,  wliat  all  the  world,  in  »  cowardly,  half-and-liair' 
manner,  was  tending  to  be."  "  An  eyek'ia  heroism,"  tli«'  , 
saino  writer  styles  it.  Along  with  Burr,  Albert  Gdlaiiii  v 
8  lover  or  Benthiun  ;  and  it  is  likely  enough  that  Burr  dw- 
nved  hi.i  first  knowledge  of  Benthurn  tlirougli  GaUalin. 

Thu  "  Edinbnrg  Keview,"  Scott's  early  poems,  the  Mackeu* 
ne'fl  and  Miss  Burnett's  ncivcle,  in  a  word,  iill  thn  nttractivtt 
literature  of  the  day,  tbtiad  ita  way,  veiy  soon  after  publics«  J 
tion,  to  Richmond  Uill. 

What  happy  years  were  those  which  Colonol  Burr  pnwed 
in  the  practice  of  the  law  in  New  York,  before  he  was  draws 
into  thu  j)iililic;al  vortex!  Ilia  wife  was  full  of  uffeellon  and 
lidpftilness,  making  liiin  the  happiest  of  men  while  he  was  at 
home,  aiul  superintending,  with  wise  vigilance,  bia  cilice  and 
his  liousehuld  when  lie  was  abroad.  Her  two  eons  were  Bto- 
dcnta  .tt  law  in  Colonel  Burr's  office,  and  aided  bim  most 
essentially  in  the  prosecution  of  his  business.  One  of  them 
frequently  accomjianied  him  on  his  journeys  as  an  amannenss 
and  cletk,  while  the  other  represented  him  in  the  offioe  in 
New  York.  Little  Theodosi.i,  .a  lovely,  rosy-cheeked  child, 
all  gi'aee  and  intelligence,  was  the  delight  of  the  household. 
The  letters  that  passed  between  Colonel  Burr  and  his  wife, 
after  llicy  had  been  sover.i!  yeai-a  married,  read  like  the  pas- 
Bion.ito  outpourings  of  Italian  lovers  in  the  first  month  of  their 
lietroth.il. 

Oneo,  in  telling  him  of  the  safe  arrival  of  a  packet  of  his 
letters,  'ihe  dr.iws  an  enchanting  picture  of  a  happy  home.  It 
was  just  before  dinner,  she  says,  when  the  letters  arrived,  and 
the  cliildrim  were  dispersed  at  various  employments.  "I  ftip. 
Tiished  the  inanteljiiccc  with  the  contents  of  the  packet.  When 
dinner  was  served  up  they  were  called.  You  know  the  usual 
eagerness  on  this  occasion.    Tliey  wore  all  seated  but  Bu'.oir, 
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when  he  espied  the  letters ;  the  surprise,  the  joy,  the  excla- 
mations exceed  description.  The  greatest  stoic  would  have 
ibrgot  himself.  A  silent  tear  hetrayed  me  nO  philosopher,  A 
most  joyous  repast  succeeded.  We  talked  of  our  happiiieas, 
of  our  first  of  blessings,  our  best  of  papas.  I  enjoyed,  my 
Aaron,  the  only  happiness  that  could  accrue  from  your  ab- 
sence.  It  was  a  momentary  compensation;  the  only  one  I 
ever  experienced.'**  Then  she  tells  him  how  happy  his  letter 
had  made  her.  "  Your  letters,"  she  adds,  "  always  afford  me  a 
singular  satisfaction ;  a  sefisation  entirely  my  own  ;  this  was 
peculiarly  so.  It  wrought  strangely  on  my  mind  and  spirits. 
My  Aaron,  it  was  replete  with  tenderness !  with  the  most 
lively  affection.  I  read  and  re-read,  till  afraid  I  should  get  it 
by  rote,  and  mingle  it  with  common  ideas.  Profane  the  sacred 
pledge !     No  ;  it  shall  not  be.     I  will  economize  the  boon." 

In  another  letter  she  describes  the  inane  behavior  of  some 
foolish  guests  with  M'hom  the  family  had  been  bored,  and  tells 
him  how  rejoiced  she  was  to  observe  that  the  children  all  had 
sense  enough  to  despise  them.  "I  really  believe,  my  dear," 
she  proceeds,  "  that  i^i^  parents  can  boast  of  children  whose 
minds  are  so  prone  to  virtue.  I  see  the  reward  of  our  assi- 
duity with  inexpressible  delight,  with  a  gratitude  few  experi- 
ence. My  Aaron,  they  have  grateful  hearts ;  some  circniri- 
stances  prove  it,  which  I  shall  relate  to  you  with  singular 
pleasure  at  your  return." 

Another  passage,  acknowledging  the  arrival  of  letters,  is 
very  remarkable.  It  was  written  when  they  had  been  five 
years  married.  **  What  language,"  she  exclaims,  "  can  express 
the  joy,  the  gratitude  of  Theodosia  ?  Stage  after  stage  with- 
out a  line.  Thy  usual  punctuality  gave  room  for  every  foar ; 
various  conjectures  filled  every  breast.  One  of  our  sons  was 
to  have  departed  to-morrow  in  quest  of  the  best  of  friends 
and  fathers.  This  morning  we  waited  the  st.'tge  with  impa- 
tience. Shrouder  went  frequently  before  it  arrived  ;  at  length 
returned — no  letter.  We  were  struck  dumb  with  disappoint- 
ment. Bartow  set  out  to  inquire  who  were  the  passcnycM's; 
in  a  very  few  minutes  returned  exulting — a  packet  worth  the 
treasures  of  the  universe.    Joy  brightened  every  face ;  all 
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expressed  their  past  anxieties;  their  present  hajipiupsfi.  T» 
enjoy  wna  the  fiist  result.  Eacli  maele  ulioicw  <if  wliat  lli«y 
could  best  reli^li.  Porter,  sweet  wine,  chocolate,  And  aweet> 
lui^ata  made  the  most  deliglitful  repnat  that  ix)ultl  bo  ttliareA 
without  thee.  The  servauts  were  made  to  feel  th«ir  lord  ifa$ 
well,  are  at  thiis  instant  toasting  liis  health  and  bounty ;  while 
the  bnyH  are  obeying  thy  dear  comtnandK^  thy  ThM^dosia  fliai 
to  flpeatc  iier  heartfelt  joys: — her  Aaron  gftfe,  miHtroH  of  tlx 
heart  she  adoics ;  can  alie  ask  more  ?  hutt  Heaven  more  10 

Her  letters  are  not  aU  in  this  ecstfltio  strain.  She  ta\ka  of 
business,  of  bouk.s,  of  passing  events.  Oatbariiie  of  KuiMl'i 
was  then  filling  the  world  with  the  noise  of  her  cxploiln.  Mttt 
Burr  writes :  "  Tlie  Empress  of  Rns-sia  is  as  auooeasful  as  t 
wish  her.  Wiiat  a  glorious  Ggui-e  will  she  make  on  the  hl*>' 
toriciil  page  !  Can  you  furni  an  idea  of  a  more  happy  mortal 
thnn  she  will  be  when  seated  ou  the  throne  of  ConstantinoplttF 
How  her  ambition  will  be  grntilied  ;  the  ojipiwilion  and  tlireatN 
of  Great  Britain  will  increase  her  trinmpb.  I  wish  I  had  wit 
and  in)]iortance  enough  to  write  her  a  congratulatory  letter. 
The  ladies  should  deity  her,  and  conseci-ate  a  temple  to  her 
praise.  It  is  a  diverting  thought  that  the  mighty  Emperor  of 
llie  Turks  should  be  subdued  by  a  woman.  How  enviable 
that  she  alone  should  be  the  avenger  of  her  sex's  wrongn  for 
so  many  ages  past.  She  seems  to  have  awakened  Justice, 
who  ajipears  to  be  a  sleepy  dame  in  the  cause  of  injured  inno- 

Colonel  BiiTr's  re]>lies  to  these  warm  eptstles  are  couched 
in  the  language  of  sincoi-e  and  joyous  love.  Before  the  mar- 
riage  there  was  a  certain  peremptoriness  of  tone  in  his  letters  to 
her,  not  1       d         q         j  1  asing,  in  the  letters  of  a  lover, 

more  tender,  without  being 
es  will  suffice  to  give  an  ide4 

Ij  1  arnctcristic :  "  This  morning 

R  te,  your  truly  welcome  letter 

1  d  d  it  loiter  so  long?    Nothing 

g  ne  as  your  health  and  oheer- 


Hia  lett  I 

less  cons  d 
of  their  1  tr 

The  f  11         ( 
came  yo       k 
of  Moiid  y 
in  my  absence 
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fulness.  I  then  contemplate  nothing  so  eagerly  as  my  return ; 
amuse  myself  with  ideas  of  my  own  happiness,  and  dwell  on 
the  sweet  domestic  joys  which  I  fancy  prepared  for  me.  Noth- 
ing is  so  unfriendly  to  every  species  of  enjoyment  as  melan- 
choly. Gloom,  however  dressed,  however  caused,  is  incom- 
patible with  friendship.  They  can  not  have  place  in  the  mind 
at  the  same  time.  It  is  the  secret,  the  malignant  foe  of  senti- 
ment and  love." 

lie  writes  much  respecting  the  children.  "The  letters  of 
our  dear  children  are  a  feast.  Every  part  of  them  is  pleasing 
and  interesting.  *  *  *  To  hear  that  they  are  employed, 
that  no  time  is  absolutely  wasted,  is  the  most  flattering  of  any 
thing  that  can  be  told  me  of  them.  It  insures  their  affection, 
or  is  the  best  evidence  of  it.  It  insures,  in  its  consequences, 
every  thing  I  am  ambitious  of  in  them.  Endeavor  to  pre- 
serve regularity  of  hours ;  it  conduces  exceedingly  to  industry. 
*  *  *  My  love  to  the  smiling  little  girl.  I  received  her 
letter,  but  not  the  pretty  things.  I  continually  plan  my  return 
with  childish  impatience,  and  fancy  a  thousand  incidents  which 
render  it  nvore  interesting." 

Going  to  Albany  was  a  serious  imdertaking  in  those  days. 
From  Albany,  on  one  occasion,  he  writes :  "  The  headache 
with  which  I  left  New  York  grew  so  extreme,  that,  finding  it 
impossible  to  proceed  in  the  stage,  the  view  of  a  vessel  off 
Tarrytown,  under  full  sail  before  the  wind,  tenipted  me  to  go 
on  board.  We  reached  West  Point  that  night,  and  lay  there 
at  anchor  near  three  days.  Afler  a  variety  of  changes  from 
sloop  to  wagon,  from  wagon  to  canoe,  and  from  canoe?  to  sloop 
again,  I  reached  this  place  last  evening.  I  was  able,  however, 
to  land  at  Rhinebeck  on  Thursday  evening,  and  there  wrote 
you  a  letter." 

One  of  Colonel  Burr's  letters  to  his  wife,  written  in  the  sev- 
enth year  of  their  married  life,  gives  us  an  idoa  of  the  playful 
badinajre  for  which  his  conversation  was  remarkable,  but 
which  appears  uufrequently  in  his  letters.  He  had  had  some 
thoughts  of  buying  a  romantic  s|)ot,  called  Fort  Johnson,  de- 
sirable, also,  as  property.  She,  it  appears,  was  not  in  favor  of 
the  purchase,  and  advised  hitu  not  even  to  revisit  the  lovely 
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scene,  lest  he  shoiilJ  be  tempteil  to  buy  it.     But  ho  did  v 
it,  and  wrote  ficr  a  very  pteusiiiit,  and  biimorous  accmint  of 
t>JL-  result : 

"OThfo, !  lliire  is  the  most  doliyhtful  grovG — flo  darb. 
ened  witli  toeepi'ii/  wiHowa,  that  at  noonday  a  muceptMt  > 
fancy  like  yours  would  miatakc  it  for  a  bewituhing  tnoonli^ 
evening.  Theae  sympathizing  willows,  too,  exclude  even  tha 
prying  eye  of  curio^ty.  Heru  no  nido  noise  interrupts  tb, 
softest  whisper.  Here  no  horslier  sound  in  hoard  th:in  th« 
wild  cooing  of  the  gentle  dove,  thu  gny  tlirashor'n  unimatod 
varbles,  and  the  »»(t  murmura  of  the  passing  brook.  Kcally^ 
Theo.,  it  is  c/iarming. 

"  I  should  ha^'(!  told  yon  that  I  am  speaking  of  Fort  Johw 
eon,  where  I  have  spent  a  ibiy.  From  this  (uniabU  buwv 
you  ascend  a  gentle  declivity,  by  a  windings  path,  to  it  ctnstvr 
of  lofty  oaks  and  locusts.  Here  nature  .issurnt^  a  more  atiguNt 
appearance.  The  gentle  brook,  which  murmured  sotl  liclow, 
here  biiiitts  a  c.itaract.  Here  you  behold  the  stately  Mohawk 
roll  his  luajeslic  wave  along  the  lofly  Apalachiaiis.  Here  the 
mind  assumes  a  nobler  tone,  and  is  occupied  by  subliiner  ob- 
jects. What  there  was  tendei'uess,  here  swells  to  rapture.  It 
is  truly  charmiiiff. 

"  The  windings  of  this  ench.anling  brook  form  a  lovely  isl- 
and, variegated  by  the  most  s|)ortive  hand  of  nature.  This 
shall  be  yours.  We  will  plant  it  with  jasmins  and  wood- 
bine, anil  call  it  Cyprus.  It  seems  formed  for  the  rendenea 
of  the  loves  and  the  graces,  and  is  therefore  yours  by  the  beat 
of  titles.     It  is  indeed  most  charming. 

"  But  I  could  fill  sheets  in  deisci-jption  of  the  beauties  of  tbi* 
romniiiic  place.  We  will  reserve  it  for  the  subject  of  many  an 
amusing  hour.  And  besides  being  little  in  the  habit  of  the 
sublime  or  jKielical,  I  grow  already  out  of  breath,  and  begin 
to  falter,  as  yon  perceive.  I  can  not,  however,  omit  the  most 
interesting  and  important  cii'cumstance ;  one  which  I  had 
rallier  communicate  to  you  in  this  way  than  face  to  face.  I 
know  that  you  was  opjrased  to  this  journey  to  Fort  Johnson. 
It  is,  therefore,  with  the  greatest  regret  that  I  communioaU 
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the  event ;  and  yon  are  not  nnacqnainted  with  my  induce- 
ments to  it. 

"  In  many  things  I  am  indeed  unhappy  in  possessing  a  sin- 
gularity of  taste ;  particularly  unhappy  when  that  taste  difters 
in  any  thing  from  yours.  But  we  can  not  control  necessity, 
hough  we  oflen  persuade  ourselves  that  certain  things  are 
nr  choice,  when  in  truth  we  have  been  unavoidably  impelled 
to  them.  In  the  instance  I  am  going  to  relate,  I  shall  not  ex- 
amine whether  I  have  been  governed  by  mere  fancy,  or  by 
motives  of  expediency,  or  by  caprice ;  you  will  probably  say 
the  latter. 

"My  dear  Theo.,  arm  yourself  with  all  your  fortitude.  I 
know  you  have  much  of  it,  and  I  hope  that  upon  this  occasion 
you  will  not  fail  to  exercise  it.  I  abhor  preface  and  preamble, 
and  don't  know  why  I  have  n6\v  used  it  so  freely.  But  I  am 
well  aware  that  what  I  am  going  to  relate  needs  much  apol- 
ogy from  me,  and  will  need  much  to  you.  If  I  am  the  un- 
willing, the  unfortunate  instrument  of  depriving  you  of  any 
part  of  your  promised  gayety  or  pleasure,  I  hope  you  are  too 
generous  to  aggravate  the  misfortune  by  uj)braiding  me  with 
it.  Be  assured  (I  hope  the  assurance  is  needless),  that  what- 
ever diminishes  your  happiness  equally  impairs  mine.  In 
short,  then,  for  I  grow  tedious  both  to  you  and  myself;  and 
to  procrastinate  the  relation  of  disagreeable  events  only  gives 
them  poignancy ;  in  short,  then,  my  dear  Theo.,  the  beauty 
of  this  same  Fort  Johnson,  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  the  corn- 
modioosness  and  elegance  of  the  buildings,  the  great  value  of 
the  mills,  and  the  very  inconsiderable  price  which  was  asked 
for  the  whole,  have  not  induced  me  to  purchase  it,  and  prob- 
ably never  will :  in  the  confidence,  however,  of  meeting  your 
forgiveness.    I  am,  etc.,  etc." 

One  who  reads  this  warm  and  tender  correspondence  re- 
ceives the  impression  that  it  gushed  from  hearts  that  confided 
in  one  another,  and  that  were  worthy  one  another's  confidence. 
It  was  a  very  happy  family.  Parents,  children,  servants, 
seemed  all  to  have  delighted  in  one  another,  and  to  have  been 
animated  by  a  common  desire  for  the  happiness  of  the  whole 
circle.    To  his  two  step-sons,  Colonel  Burr  was  liberal  in  the 


extreme,  und  tnnk  the  liTeliost  pon-tilik'  interest  in  thnr  tJt' 
vaiiccmoiit.    Tlic  little Tlieodoniii  wtw  now  Iw^inmiitr  I'*'"  eil* 
cation,  every  stvp  nf'wiiicb  was  tlioiiglit  fully  (iuperiiiU-niU!il  by 
her  fulhev.     Fioin  her  eailiest  years,  she  bcKHti  to  mnnifiwt 
sinjrular,  nimost  morbid  fondness  fir  her  f&ther,  who,  on  hif 
part,  was  resolved  that  slie  should  be  peerless  among  ihf 
dies  of  her  tiiue.      Coitraije  nnd  fortitude  wore  h'w  dnrlinp 
virtues.    He  beLian  to  teaeh  liis  danghtcr  those,  at  an  ag«- 
whcn  most  parents  are  ttadiing  their  uhtlclrvTi    etri'miiinojr; 
He  would  encourage  lier  to  go  alone  in  t)io  dark,  to  the  least 
frequented  pait^  of  liis  large  rambling  tiuuse,  and  In  siceii  bt 
a  room  by  herself.     He  urged  her  to  restrain  her  cries  wheil 
she  was  hurt,  and  to  overoome  her  appetite  for  tnjarious  d<  ~ 
uaeie».     To  such  an  extent  did  he  carry  diftcipUne  of  this  ktm 
that  visitora  sometimes  received  the  improasion  that  he  waatfl 
hard,  unloving  fiithcr ;  as  people  will  of  those  rare  [mrenta  whA' 
prefer  to  promote  the  lasting  good  of  their  children,  even  at 
the  ejqjenao  of  lln-ir  present   pleusiire.     Thf   ti'rviirjis  of  llie 
jamily,  most  of  whom  were  Blnvc)>,  were  tanght  to  read. 

lu  these  years,  there  was  not  a  spot  upon  the  brightness  of 
his  good  name.  A  rising  lawyer,  devoted  to  business,  avoid- 
inji  polities,  liappy  at  home,  honored  abroad,  weloome  in  the 
must  retined  and  elevated  circles,  and  shining  in  them  with  all 
the  hiKier  of  a  strilcing  person,  gmccful  manners  and  a  pol- 
ifihcd  wit — who  would  have  predicted  for  him  any  thing  but 
a  career  of  still  increasing  brilliancy,  a  whole  life-time  of  hon- 
orable  exeition,  and  a  n:.me  that  would  have  been  distinction 
to  all  who  l)ore,nr  should  inherit  it? 

True,  a  discerning  peison,  a  man  who  should  have  seen  hitn 
much,  and  obsci-^-ed  him  closely,  would  have  noted  that  in 
much  of  his  intercourse  with  others,  theje  was  a  flavor  of  falae- 
liood.  Women  he  ainays  flattered.  He  did  it  on  principle. 
He  said  their  nding  passion  was  vanity,  whicli,  he  always  main- 
tained, was  a  harmless  and  amiable  failing.  He  flattered  them 
with  an  adroitness  seldom  cipialLd,  contriving  always  to  praise 
those  qualities,  upon  the  fancied  possession  of  which  tfaey  mc»t 
valued  t/iemaeloea  ;  which  is,  of  all  flattery,  the  most  irresisti- 
ble.   But  this  habit  was,  by  uo  means,  altogether  inidnoer* 
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with  Colonel  Burr.  He  really  liked  women,  and  all  their 
lovely  ways,  and  had  a  great  opinion  of  their  taste  and  ca- 
pacity. He  preferred  their  society  to  that  of  men,  at  all  pe- 
riods of  life — which  is  not  a  good  sign.  And  women,  with 
scarcely  one  exception  in  all  his  life,  were  warmly  his  friends — 
which  is  not  an  infallibly  good  sign.  The  men  whom  tn^n 
respect,  the  women  whom  women  approve,  are  the  men  and 
women  who  bless  their  species. 

Burr's  intercourse  with  men,  too,  was  not  always  character- 
ized by  the  heartiiress  and  directness  which  are  dear  to  the 
Saxon  heart.  He  succeeded  best  with  young  men  and  with  un- 
sophisticated elderly  gentlemen.  He  had  a  rare  faculty  of  in- 
spiring young  men  with  his  own  ambition,  and  with  his  own 
contempt  of  danger,  luxury,  and  ease.  Many  young  men 
loved  him  almost  with  the  love  of  woman,  and  made  him  their 
model,  and  succeeded  in  copying  his  virtues  and  his  faults. 
He,  on  his  part,  was  really  attached  to  them,  would  take  in- 
finite pains  to  form  and  advance  them ;  and  succeeded  in  so 
imprinting  his  own  character  on  theirs,  that  their  career  in 
life  was  like  his — glorious  at  the  beginning,  disastrous,  if  not 
disgraceful,  at  the  close. 

The  same  discerninor  observer  would  have  lamented  Colonel 
Burr's  carelessness  with  regard  to  money.  He  was  excessively 
given  to  making  presents,  to  making  expensive  additions  to 
In's  house  and  grounds.  His  hospitality  was  sometimes  pro- 
fuse in  the  extreme.  Once,  while  a  certain  Major  Prevost 
was  gone  to  England,  his  whole  family  of  young  children 
were  entertained  at  Colonel  Burr's  house.  There  was  not 
that  instinctive  counting  of  the  cost  which  marks  the  character 
destined  to  live  and  die  in  prosperity.  And,  still  worse,  there 
was  not  that  instinctive  shrinking  from  debt,  that  caution  not 
to  incur  obligations  respecting  the  punctual  discharge  of  which 
there  is  any  reasonable  doubt,  which  indicates  the  entirely 
honest  man.  At  this  period,  however,  this  cardinal  fault  had 
not  exhibited  itself  to  a  degree  approaching  inirnorality. 
Profuscness  of  expenditure  was  then,  as  now,  the  prevalent 
vice  of  New  York,  and  in  conforming  to  the  })ad  custom  Col- 


104  I.IFB    Otr    AARON     BUBR. 

one!  Burr  did  only  what  moBtoDiis  neiglibors  tlitl.     ITaiailtAtt 
himself,  after  fifteen  yesrs'  successlul  piactice  of  tlie  law  in  iht  \ 
Bamo  courts  niili  lliiiT, dit'd  Muarculy  solvent.^ 

*  In  a  (ormcT  e^^iiicm  it  wu  etnlcd  tbnt  Rufbs  Vilag  vms  one  of  tho  pubOo  I 
mc^n  of  Ihnt  dnr  who  miainaiuigttl  tlu-'ir  privnM  inlpreets.    Tliia  viis  nnci 
I  )earu  Ihnt  Ur.  King,  r^minentl}'  bittini!  iw  ho  was  lu  llie  piitilio  inii-n.'MK  ta 
tlie  nkriouB  liidi  (jati'i.'s  which  liei  flllud,  woa  a  mnorinibl;  fnuiisit  ii 
(iF  hiB  privnW  fortune.      After  A  liTulluis  of  geuorolU  uxpfailituru,  bo  Sod*  ^ 
caositlerablo  estuto  (a  liia  diUdreo. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

THE   NEW   YORK    POLITICIAN. 

Tmi  Rapiditt  of  his  Rwb   ly  Politios  — Member  of  thk  Statr  LKOisLATtTRK  — 
OppiittEB  Tins  Mkcuanics^  Bill— Votks  for  tub  Ahohtion  ok  Slavkry  — I*ar- 

TIK8  AFTKR  THE  PkACR— TlIK  GrRAT  FaMILIKA  OF  THK  8taTK— "  BcRR's  MyRMIDONS'* 

—  Thk  Ratificatiox  or  thk  C/Onstitutiox— Burr's  Early  Movfj«knt»in  Politico 

—  Appointed  Attor5ky-Grnbral  op  tor  State  —  His  Report  on  the  Rkvulu- 
noxART  Claivs  — Sale  of  thk  State  Lands  —  Elkctkd  to  tur  Srnatk  op  thb 
United  States. 

Colonel  Burr's  rise  to  eminence  in  the  political  world 
was  more  rapid  than  that  of  any  other  man  wlio  has  played  a 
conspicuous  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  United  States.  Over  the 
heads  of  tried  and  able  politicians,  in  a  State  where  leading 
families  had,  for  a  century,  nearly  monopolized  the  offices  of 
honor  and  emolument,  he  was  advanced,  in  four  years  after 
fairly  entering  the  political  arena,  from  a  private  station,  first 
to  the  highest  honor  of  the  bar,  next,  to  a  seat  in  the  national 
councils,  and  then,  to  a  competition  with  Washington,  Adams, 
Jefferson,  and  Clinton  for  the  presidency  itself.  This  point 
he  reached  when  he  was  but  thirty-six  years  of  age,  without 
having  originated  any  political  idea  or  measure,  without  being 
fully  committed  to  either  of  the  two  leading  parties. 

To  his  cotemporaries,  no  less  than  to  recent  writers  of 
political  history,  the  suddenness  of  his  elevation  was  an  enig- 
ma. John  Adams  thought  it  was  owing  to  the  prestige  of 
his  father's  and  grandfather's  name.  Hamilton  attributed  it 
to  Burr's  unequaled  wire-pulling.  Some  thought  it  was  his 
military  reputation.  Others  called  it  luck.  His  own  circle 
of  friends  regarded  his  elevation  as  the  legitimate  result  of  a 
superiority  to  most  of  his  rivals  in  knowledge,  culture,  and 
talents.  No  doubt  all  of  these  were  causes  of  his  success. 
Perhaps  some  of  the  mystery  will  vanish  before  a  concise 
statement  of  his  political  career. 
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Ijale  in  the  aiitimiti  of  1 7S3,  CoUmol  Bnrr,  as  W8  have  s 
bccaint!  a  rtsiiU'iit  of  tlie  city  of  iHcw  York.  lu  iLc  «]>riug 
of  1 784  lie  was  lilueted  a  nn;mbor  of  the  ]p{;^)ilutui'e<,  ami  od 
tlie  12th  of  Oclubtii'  following,  tniik  hiN  Kvut.  During  lliu  Rm 
Beasion,  he  was  not  a  diligent,  nor,  OB  il  would  ^oom,  a  pmiiii- 
nent  inenibct';  attending  only  wbeii  ini|iortaiit  voti's  were 
tiikeu,  twid  leaving  the  bnrden  of  k-gilsHtion  to  mvmbcw  of 
more  k'inare  tb;iii  himselfl  Bat,  at  lliti  necond  session,  be  took 
a  stand  on  a  certain  lull  wliicli  made  Itiin  at  oikso  tlte  inuid 
coiispiuiiDiis  of  the  membora,  and  an  object,  oat  of  doore,  of 
equal  hatred  and  ndiniration, 

A  company  of  ineohaiiicH  applied  for  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, l>y  which  lliey  would  be  enabled  to  iiitld  land  to  an  uu- 
liiniled  extent,  and  to  wiitld  power  wbicl),  Coloni;!  Burr 
thought,  would  finally  endanger  the  independenee  of  the  city 
ffovenimoiit.  A  ^reat  and  wealthy  Guild,  unl«ai  limitu  were 
fixed  to  itx  growth  and  authority,  wonld  arise,  he  Niid,  to 
direct  the  votes  of  the  most  niiinei-ous  class  in  the  commutiiiy, 
and  thus  to  overawe  the  ^uvernmenl.  Alone,  among  the 
'members  from  the  city,  he  op[iosed  this  bill.  His  ooui-se  cre- 
ated an  intense  excitement  among  the  mechanics,  some  uf 
wlioni  threatened  viuieuce  against  hiM  person  and  property; 
tliu:«  creating  the  circumNtanees  in  which,  of  all  others,  Aaroo 
Burr  was  most  fitted  to  shine.  To  danger  he  was  oonsUtu- 
tionally  inseiisiUc,  lie  stood  firm  in  Ids  oppoxition.  When 
Ids  fi'ii'uds  ottered  to  protect  his  house  from  assault,  lie  adi-oitly 
fiaid  tliat  he  had  no  tear  of  violence  from  men  of  tlie  Rev- 
olution, who  had  just  made  such  sacrifices  to  conquer  the 
right  of  yoverning  themselves;  and  that,  whatever  might 
OCCU1-,  he  w:w  able  and  prepared  to  protect  himsel£  The  bill 
passed  ;  but  was  leturned  fjom  the  Council  of  ReviMon  witt 
Colonel  Burr's  objections,  and  was,  therefore,  lost.  The  ciU 
zens  generally  sided  with  Burr,  artd  the  mechanios  themiielvef^ 
it  is  said,  were,  at  least,  so  far  cinivineed  of  the  correctness  ot 
his  views  as  never  to  renew  tlie  aiijilioaticn. 

Conduct  like  this,  in  a  young  and  rising  lawyer,  popnlai 
already  for  his  gallantry  as  a  soMier,  could  not  but  add  to  bb 
reputation  for  courage,  a  general  confidence  iu  his  firmaeas  »a4 
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address.  It  was  calculated  to  win  him  friends  among  his  legis- 
lative associates,  among  the  propertied  citizens,  and  among 
tlie  very  class  whose  wishes  he  had  opposed,  who  are  not  apt 
to  like  a  man  the  less  for  boldly  and  courteously  setting  them 
right.  It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  town  of  tlurty 
thousand  inhabitants  is  a  theater  upon  which  a  shining  action 
does  not  escape  observation. 

At  the  same  session,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  legisla- 
ture for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  State.  Burr 
was  in  favor  of  a  speedier  extinction  of  the  anomaly,  and  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  totally  abolish  slavery  after  a  certain 
day.  His  amendment  having  been  rejected,  he  voted  for  the 
original  bill,  which  was  lost. 

Then  followed  three  years  of  political  calm  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  during  which  the  name  of  Aaron  Burr  does  not 
appear  in  politics. 

During  the  period  that  elapsed  between  the  conclusion  of 
peace  in  1783,  and  the  formation  of  the  Constitution  in  1787, 
the  question  upon  which  parties  in  this  State  were  divided 
was  this :  What  are  the  ris^hts  of  tlie  lories  in  this  common- 
wealth  ?  Shall  we  Whigs,  triumphant  over  them  after  a  seven 
years'  contest,  regard  them  as  defeated  enemies  or  as  mis- 
taken fellow-citizens?  Shall  the  animosities  and  disabilities 
of  the  war  be  kept  up  and  cherished,  or  shall  the  victoi-s  mag- 
nanimously let  bygones  be  bygones  ? 

In  this  controversy,  there  were  three  parties. 

First,  the  Tories  themselves,  some  of  whom  were  blind 
enough  to  think  that  England,  after  breathing  awhile,  would 
attempt,  and  successfully  too,  to  regain  her  colonies,  the  lost 
jewels  of  her  diadem.  Others,  less  in(htuate<l,  hoped,  that 
after  the  first  soreness  of  the  war  was  over,  the  Tories  would 
enjoy  in  the  State  the  preeminence  they  had  had  in  the  colony 
Others,  disfranchised  for  their  active  hostility  to  the  Revolu- 
tion, were  humble  suitore  for  a  restoration  to  estates  and  em- 
ployment. All  of  these  were,  of  course,  for  granting  the 
Tories  all  the  rights  and  j)rivileges  of  citizenship. 

Secondly,  the  Whigs,  who  had  borne  the  burdens  and  hard- 
sljips  of  the  war ;  many  of  whom  had  lost  fortune,  health,  re- 
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lations,  frietide,  in  the  strugg-Ie ;  all  of  whom  havin;;  bc 
Btrugglo  prolonged  and  embittered  by  Tury  tiifl<!biiiiiti<i 
learned  tu  hatt-  a  Tiwjr  wormj  than  a  Btiliuli  wililk-r. 
men  were  indi^natiL  at  the  idea  of  ooticodinir  any  ihiUj 
Toritis,     They  demanded  to  enjoy  the  friiiln  of  tlieJr  iriu: 
williout  nharinir  iliein  with  the  enomy. 

Thirdly,  betw  i-en  these  extreme  (iarticft,  lliere  wiw,  as  ohimI, 
a  olaHS  of  people  \t'ha  were  in  fairor  of  milking  noiiic  cuik'<:wmodii 
to  the  Tories,  and  of  gradually  re§toriDg  all  nlio  wonld  pr<v 
fesa  loyalty  to  tiie  new  order  of  tliiiign,  u>  equal  privilvgva 
with  the  Whigs. 

■      Colonel  Burr  was  a  Whig  of  the  decided  ichool,  nni!  ^^ll 
those  who  weic  called  Violent  Wlilgn.     This  mun  the  popnWn 
])arty  of  that  day.    That  he  took  an  open  and  active  part  in 
the  discnssion  of  the  varioiiti  Whig  and  Tory  tgueatious,  dma 
not  appear,  but  he  was  clitaDmt  with  tliu  extrvine  Whtgs,  nnd 
acted  atterward,  and  on  other  questions,  with  tlial  party. 

As  there  were  three  parlies,  so  tliL^re  weie  ihree  j^'ruiijis  uf 
leading  pailizans. 

There  were,  first,  the  Clintons,  of  whom  George  Clinton, 
Governor  of  the  State,  was  the  important  pcraoiu  U«  was  the 
undisputed  leader  of  the  popular  party.  He  had  been  gov- 
ernor eince  1777,  and  was  re-elected,  every  other  yearj  to  that 
office,  for  eighteen  years.  The  Clintons,  as  a  &niily,  were  nut, 
at  this  time,  either  numerous  or  liuh  ;  but  George  Clioton,  an 
abre,  tough,  w.try,  self-willed  man,  wielding,  with  unusual  tact, 
the  entire  patronage  of  the  State,  and  dear  to  the  affections  of 
the  great  mass  of  the  people,  is  an  imposing  figure  in  the  pol- 
ities of  the  time,  and  must  ever  be  regarded  as  the  Chief  Man 
of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  during  the  earlier  years  of  its  in- 
dependent existence.  De  Witt  Clinton,  a  nephew  of  lh«  gov- 
ernor, was  a  student  in  Columbia  College  at  this  time.  The 
Clintons  were  all  strong  characters,  retaining  something  of  the 
fiery,  obstinate,  north-ut-Ireland  disposition  which  their  anoes- 
u>r  brought  with  him  from  over  the  sea,  in  1719.  They  wens 
thorough  Whigs,  all  of  them,  though,  it  was  said,  the  founder 
of  the  family  was  a  royalist  in  the  time  of  Charles  I,  and  fled 
to  Ireland  to  avoid  the  enmity  of  the  Roundheads. 
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Then  there  were  the  Schuylers^  with  General  Schuyler  at 
tlieir  head,  and  Alexander  Hamilton,  his  son-in-law,  for  orna- 
ment and  champion.  General  Schuyler  was  formed  for  un- 
popularity. Rich,  of  an  imposing  presence,  austere  in  man- 
ners, a  very  honest,  worthy  man,  he  had  no  real  sympathy 
with  the  age  and  country  in  which  he  lived.  Xo  more  had 
Hamilton,  as  Hamilton  well  knew,  and  bitterly  confessed.  But 
not  to  anticipate',  it  is  enough  here  to  say  that  the  Schuyler 
party,  as  used  and  led  by  Alexander  Hamilton,  was  the  one 
most  directly  opposed  to  the  Clintons.  General  Schuyler  had 
been  a  competitor  with  George  Clinton  for  the  governorship 
in  1777,  and  his  disappointment,  it  was  thought,  was  still 
very  fresh  in  the  general's  recollection. 

But  there  was  a  third  family  in  the  State,  which,  merely  as 
a  family,  was  more  important  than  the  Clintons  or  Schuylers. 
This  was  the  Livingston  family — rich,  numerous,  and  iniluen- 
tial.  At  the  time  we  are  now  considering,  there  were  nine 
members  of  this  family  in  public  life — })oliticians,  judges,  cler- 
gymen, lawyers — of  whom  several  were  of  national  celebrity. 
And  besides  those  who  bore  the  name  of  Livingston,  there 
were  distinguished  and  aspiring  men  who  had  married  daugh- 
ters of  the  family.  The  Livingstons  had  been  rooted  in  the 
State  for  more  than  a  hundred  yeai's,  and  the  circle  of  their 
connections  embraced  a  great  proportion  of  the  leading  peo- 
ple. Robert  R.  Livingston,  a  member  of  Congress  in  1776, 
one  of  the  committee  who  drew  up  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, a  conspicuous  framer  of  the  Constitution,  afterward 
its  stanch  supporter,  in  later  years  the  patron  of  Robert  Ful- 
ton, and  therefore  immortal,  was  at  this  period  the  head  and 
pride  of  the  Livingston  family. 

These  were  the  three  families.     The  Clintons  had  poicer 
the  Livingstons  had  mtmbtrs^  the  Schuylers  had  JIumilton. 
Neither  of  tlie  three  was   strong  enough  to  overcome  the 
other  two  united,  and  any  two  united  could  triumph  over  the 
third. 

Such  statements  as  these  must,  of  course,  bo  taken  with 
pro[>er  allowance.  A  thousand  influences  enter  into  politics, 
and  general  statements  are  only  outline  truths.    Nevertheless, 
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tion  under  which  we  now  live.  The  science  of  government 
never  had  such  a  tliorough  discussion  as  it  then  received  at  the 
hands  of  editoi-s,  pamphleteers,  and  way-side  politicians.  Sliall 
we  have  a  strong  and  splendid  central  government,  reducing 
sovereign  States  to  the  rank  of  departments ;  or  shall  these 
sovereign  States  merely  form  a  federal  Union,  for  mutual  de- 
tense  ?  That  was  the  question.  In  September,  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  was  a  compromise  between  the  two  systems,  and 
which,  therefore,  was  quite  satisfactory  to  nobody,  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  States  for  each  to  ratify  or  reject.  How  eagerly 
and  how  long,  with  what  ability  and  learning,  the  question  of 
ratification  or  rejection  was  discussed  in  this  State,  need  not 
be  recounted  here.  Governor  Clinton,  proud  of  the  State  he 
governed,  and  foreseeing  its  destiny,  thought  it  was  required 
by  the  new  Constitution  to  concede  too  much  to  the  central 
authority,  and  to  throw  away  the  magnificent  advantages  of 
its  position.  He  led  the  party  who  opposed  ratification. 
Hamilton,  who  may  almost  be  called  the  author  of  the  Con- 
stitution, was  of  course  its  ablest  champion.  Jay,  Robert  li. 
Livingston,  General  Schuyler,  the  Van  Rensselaers,  were  all 
strenuous  in  its  suppoit,  and  it  was  the  union  of  the  Living- 
ston infiuence  with  the  Schuyler,  on  this  great  question,  that 
added  New  York  to  the  States  that  had  accepted  the  Con- 
stitution. William  Livingston,  the  reader  is  aware,  was  one 
of  the  framers  of  the  instrument. 

It  is  a  significant  fact  that  there  should  be  no  trace  of  Aaron 
Burr  in  a  controversy  so  interesting  and  so  vital  as  tliis.  Mr. 
Davis  says  he  was  "  neutral"  on  the  question.  Hamilton  says 
his  "conduct  was  equivocal."  He  was  in  no  position  that 
obliged  him  publicly  to  espouse  either  side  of  the  question, 
and  his  was  not  the  kind  of  intellect  to  shine  in  the  pages  of 
"  The  Federalist."  His  lettei*s  show,  that  while  this  subject  was 
in  agitation,  he  was  immersed  in  law  business.  In  common 
with  most  of  the  leading  men  of  that  time,  including  the 
fraraers  of  the  Constitution,  and  particularly  Hamilton,  he  had 
a  low  opinion  of  the  merits  of  the  new  system,  as  a*  piece  of 
political  machinery.  Conversing  with  a  gentleman  on  the  sub- 
ject, toward  the  close  of  his  life,  he  used  language  like  this : 
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lion  by  a  majority  of  only  three  member, 
seven,  yet,  afler  the  question  was  (lis])c 
powerful  reiictii)n  in  favor  of  I  lie  Federal 
was  general  that  the  Constitution  must 
fairly  tried.  In  the  city,  the  anti-Federali 
almost  annihilated,  and  it  was  many  a  yea 
tUe  ascendancy. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1788,  when  the  '. 
the  city  was  overvvliolming,  and  in  tlie  Stat 
Colonel  Burr  first  appears  in  political  histo 
of  the  anti-Federal  party.  On  the  walls 
month  of  April,  appeared  a  handbill  annoi 
tered  remnant  of  the  popular  party,  that 

"The  Sons  op  Libkkty,  who  ake  xq 
to  contend  with  the  shelteukd  aliens, 
courtesy  op  our  own  country,  bken  per: 
among  uk,  will  give  their   suprort  tc 
ticket:  William  Deming,  Melancthon 
WiLLET,  and  Aaron  IJuru." 

With  this  nomination,  I  presume.  Colonel 
do.  The  ticket  was  probably  run  merely  l 
together.  Yet,  as  alter  making  every  all 
chaiity  requires,  Colonel  Burr's  course  as  t 
be  praised,  it  is  only  fair  to  bear  in  mind  th 
lar  party  seemed  hopelessly  crushed,  was 
first  allowed  his  name  to  be  identiti»»d  mm»»» 
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which  he  would  have  eloquently  denounced  if  it  had  been  de- 
vised by  Burr.  Chief  Justice  Morris,  it  was  generally  sup- 
posed and  desired,  would  have  been  tho  regular  Federal 
candidate.  But  six  weeks  before  the  election,  Ilamilton 
called  a  meeting  in  New  York  of  moderate  men  of  both 
parties,  who  nominated,  as  the  opposing  candidate.  Judge 
Yates,  an  anti-Federalist,  but  a  man,  it  was  thought,  who  would 
be  siip]>orted  by  enough  Federalists  to  accomplish  Hamilton's 
object,  the  downfall  of  Clinton.  Judge  Yates  was  one  of 
Burr's  most  intimate  friends.  When  Colonel  Burr  was  at 
Albany  in  1782,  endeavoring  to  conquer  the  opposition  of  the 
lawyers  to  his  premature,  irregular  admission  to  the  bar, 
Judge  Yates  rendered  him  essential  service,  which  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  lasting  and  cordial  friendship  between  them. 
On  every  political  question  since,  Colonel  Burr  and  Judge 
Yates  had  felt  and  acted  togetlier.  With  Governor  Clinton 
he  had  no  particular  relations.  In  this  movement,  therefore, 
to  elevate  his  old  and  venerated  friend,  Colonel  Burr  joined, 
and  his  name  appears,  with  that  of  Hamilton,  William  Duer, 
and  Robert  Troup,  as  one  of  the  committee  of  correspondence 
appointed  to  promote  the  object.  Yates  accepted,  and  Morris 
was  induced  to  decline  the  nomination.  The  Federalists  is- 
sued an  address,  in  which  with  singular  absurdity,  they  avow 
a  preference  for  Morris,  but  a  determination  to  vote  for  Yates, 
as  Yates  was  the  only  man  to  beat  Clinton  with.  The  trick 
nearly  succeeded.  Clinton  received  G,391  votes ;  Yates, 
6,962  :  majority  for  Clinton,  429. 

This  is  the  only  instance  in  which  Hamilton  and  Burr  ever 
acted  in  politics  together.  There  is  a  tendency  in  human  na- 
ture to  heap  obloquy  upon  a  j)ublic  man  who  is  irretrievably 
dovon  /  and,  accordingly,  I  find  writers,  who  give  an  account 
of  this  election,  attributing  political  inconsistency  and  maneu- 
vering to  Burr.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  Hamilton  who  was 
inconsistent,  and  who  maneuvered.  As  yet  Burr  was  no  poli- 
tician. Nothing  was  more  natural  or  more  proper  than  his 
support  of  an  old  friend,  with  whom  he  was  in  polilical  ac 
cord. 

Governor  Clinton  was  evidently  of  that  opinion,  for,  four 
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montlin  after  tlie  plcction,  he  oirer(>d  Burr  the  Attomey-Gcn- 
cralMhiji  of  tlie  State.  Tiiis  wfw  a  trilmto  to  the  lawyer  merely. 
The  otiic-c  u.is  itnfiortniit  nml  lucrative,  but  it  was  not  given, 
nt  thiit  ihiy,  oi  a  matter  of  coiiiite,  to  a  partizon.  For  SMine 
days  allei-  the  offer  was  tnaile.  Colonel  Burr  heiutated  to  accept 
it,  nnt  I'roni  any  <lislike  to  the  office,  as  he  informed  the  gov- 
ernor, but  tr()m  otlioi- ciicninntances  known  to  both,  and  there- 
fine  nut  meiUioiiod.  September  2Sth  he  aignitied  liis  wH- 
lingne^H  to  accept,  and  on  the  27th  he  was  appointed.  It  is 
conceded,  I  believe,  by  every  one,  tliat  during  the  two  years 
that  Colonel  Burr  held  this  office,  its  duties  were  performe<1 
by  him  with  piinetiliouH  correctness  and  efficiency. 

In  M.trch,  ITOO,  the  Attorney-General  was  named  one  of 
three  com  mission  erf,  uiion  whom  tlic  legislature  devolved  the 
duty  of  classifying  and  deciding  upon  the  clnima  of  individuals 
for  services  rendered  and  losses  sustained  in  the  revolutionary 
war.  These  eluimiints  were  numberless.  Some  of  them  had 
served  in  the  Sinte  militiii,  some  in  the  Continental  army,  and 
some  hi  both.  Others  had  supplied  provisions  to  both  de- 
serijitioiis  of  troo])s.      Many  had  bad  their  estates   overrun. 
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macli  in  reputation  from  the  ability  with  which  they  were  de- 
veloped in  the  report. 

The  Attorney-General  in  1791  was  appointed  to  serve  on 
another  commission  of  great  importance,  the  issue  of  >\Jiich 
was  not  productive  of  reputation  to  any  one. 
.  The  State,  at  this  time,  was  in  pressing  need  of  money,  and 
exceedingly  rich  in  land.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  there  were 
seven  millions  of  acres  of  land  belonging  to  the  State,  that 
were  still  wild  and  waste.  The  magnHicient  and  productive 
region  now  known  as  western  Xew  York,  the  garden  of  tho 
northern  States,  was  then  a  wilderness  inhabited  by  Indians, 
and  traversed  only  by  Indian  trails.  Indeed  the  entire  State  ot 
New  York,  except  its  southern  extremity  and  the  shores  of  the 
Hudson  i-iver,  was  in  the  same  primeval  condition.  It  was 
one  of  the  great  questions  of  State  policy,  from  1783  to  1791, 
how  to  get  the  wild  lands  sold  and  settled.  Various  laws  had 
been  passed  to  facilitate  the  object,  but  it  had  progressed  with 
provoking  slowness,  mitil,  in  1791,  the  State  treasury  being  in 
extreme  need  of  replenishment,  and  a  whole  army  of  creditoi-s 
waiting  only  the  award  of  the  commissioners  to  present  and 
press  their  claims,  it  was  resolved  to  force  the  lands  to  a  sale. 
To  this  end,  the  legislature,  by  a  vote  nearly  or  quite  unan- 
imous, authorized  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office  to 
"  dispose  of  any  of  the  waste  and  unappropriated  lands  in  tho 
State,  in  such  parcels,  on  such  terms,  an<l  in  such  manner,  as 
they  shall  judge  most  conducive  to  thc^nterests  of  the  State." 
Powers  more  unlimited  were  never  confided  to  any  body  of 
men.  The  Commissioners  were,  the  Governor,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  Attorney-General,  the  Treasurer,  and  the 
Auditor. 

Then  followed  some  of  the  most  extraordinarv  land  salesi 
that  even  this  richly-landed  continent  has  known.  In  the 
course  of  the  summer,  the  Commissioners  sold  the  enormous 
quantity  of  five  and  a  lialf  millions  of  acres,  at  an  average 
price  of  about  eighteen  cents  per  acre.  It  was  sold  in  pro- 
digious tracts,  the  number  of  j)urchai»ers  not  exceeding  the 
number  of  millions  of  acres  disposed  of.  One  tract  brought 
three  shillings  an  acre ;  another,  two  shillings ;  another,  one 
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sliillinfT.  Tito  nimt  astoiimling  sale  of  all  wfts  one  to  Alex- 
aiiik'i'  MeC>>tiih  of  iiioru  tliiiii  tlirce  million  six  liiin<lred  tlion- 
kiikI  aurcs,  at  tlic  si.-(^[nirigly  ridiuiiluus  price  of  eight  pvnva 
yn:v  aci't',  to  ho  jiaiil  in  live  iiTiimal  inntitllineiita !  Tlie  sum  ns 
ali/.utl  by  iill  tlie  nulfs  was  a  million  and  thirty  tlionsand  dol- 
larn,  not  more  than  half  of  which  was  immediately  available. 
\Vlieii  thesp  Miles  it'ere  made  public  a  great  outcry  01*0116  in 
all  jiai'ts  of  the  Hiate,  and  resolutions  of  censuro  were  moved 
ill  the  legislature.  It  was  everywhere  charged  that  Governor 
Clinton  had  a  persimal  interest  in  the  Macomb  ])nrehase. 
Colonel  litirr,  it  was  shown,  had  had  no  part  in  effecting  the 
Bitlei',  us  ho  was  aliSL'ut  on  official  duty  when  they  had  taken 
]ilace.  At  the  time,  Iherelbre,  he  escaped  the  odium  of  the 
tran!<:iction,  and  it  was  reserved  for  subsequent  periods  of 
l)olitical  contention  to  eonni.'Ct  his  name  with  them.  The  Com- 
missioners rojilit-d,  fii-st,  by  denying,  point-blank,  that  any  of 
their  number  had  the  slightest  personal  interest  i neither  of  tho 
sales ;  which  was,  unqnestionably,  the  tiict.  They  said,  too, 
what  no  one  could  deny,  that  they  had  not  transcended  tha 
jiower  cunlided  to  thoiu  by  the  legislature  ;  that  do  better 
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date  for  leSlection.  Beside  being  in  actual  possession  of  the 
seat,  he  had  the  advantage  of  old  renown,  influential  connec- 
tions, and  the  powerful  aid  of  Hamilton,  now  the  confidential 
man  of  Washington's  administration,  and  in  the  full  tide  of  his 
great  financial  measures.  Above  all,  the  Federalists  had  a 
majority  in  the  legislature  which  was  to  elect  the  Senator,  and 
Schuyler  was  the  most  federal  of  Federalists.  Aaron  Burr  was 
a  young  man  of  thirty-five,  not  known  in  national  politics,  with 
no  claims  upon  either  party,  and  with  few  advantages  which 
were  not  personal.  Yet,  upon  General  Schuyler's  nomination, 
lie  was  at  once,  and  decisively,  rejected  ;  and,  immediately 
after,  when  Aaron  Burr  was  proposed,  he  was,  upon  the  first 
vote,  in  both  Houses,  elected.  Sixteen  Senators  voted,  of 
whom  twelve  voted  for  Burr.  In  the  Assembly,  Burr's  ma- 
jority  was  five. 

The  newspapers  of  the  time  throw  no  light  upon  the  causes 
of  Burr's  election,  They  record  the  vote,  without  a  word 
of  comment.  No  cotemporary  record  or  memoir  explains  it. 
Mr.  Davis  says  nothing  about  it.  In  the  pamphlet  war  of 
1804,  Burr's  vituperators  frequently  taunt  him  with  having 
gained  this  great  step  >vithout  having  done  any  service  enti- 
tling him  to  it,  but  they  do  not  as  much  as  hint  at  the  menus 
by  which  it  was  gained.  Of  recent  historians,  the  amiable  and 
fair-minded  Dr.  Hammond  (History  of  Political  Parties  in  the 
State  of  New  York)  attributes  Burr's  success  to  his  supposed 
moderation  in  politics,  to  his  reputation  as  an  orator,  and  to 
the  contrast  his  fjiscinating  manners  presented  to  Schuyler's 
austerity.  He  adds  that  Morgan  Lewis,  a  connection  of  the 
Livingstons,  succeeded  Burr  as  Attorney-General,  and  suggests 
that  this  may  have  been  "/bre^een"  at  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion. Mr.  Hildreth  conjectures  that  the  election  of  Burr  to 
the  Senate  may  have  been  a  bid  from  the  Federalists  to  win 
him  over  to  their  side  !  But  would  the  Federalists,  as  a  party, 
have  defeated  Hamilton's  father-in-law  for  such  an  object  ? 

The  only  glimmer  of  light  thrown  on  the  affair  in  the  cor- 
rcsp>ondence  of  the  period,  is  shed  by  the  following  jiassage  of 
a  letter  from  Schuyler  to  Hamilton,  dated  January  29th,  1 792  : 
"  Aa  no  good,"  says  the  general,  "  could  possibly  result  from 
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evincing  any  resentment  to  Mr.  Burr  for  tlie  jKirt  he  took  last 
wiiitur  (wliun  llio  election  for  St-nator  oeuiirred),  I  liave  on 
every  occiision  btliavod  toward  Iiim  as  if  lie  had  not  bcenjlie 
l>ririci|)al  in  tlie  business."  What  biwiness?  If  the  rcferencu 
is  to  the  eloi'tioTi,  we  learti  from  it  that  General  Schiiyier  at- 
trilmted  liis  defeat  to  liurr's  personal  exertions;  and  if  the 
peiieral  was  cinri'L-t  in  his  sii]>]iosition,  then  we  may  conjecture 
that,  in  siiiiie  mystL'rioiiii  way.  Colonel  Hiirr  contrived  to  unite 
in  hi!4  own  siipjioit  the  influence  of  the  Clintons  and  the  Liv- 
ingstons, Tim  Livin-jstnns,  as  a  family,  it  is  now  well  known, 
rescntcil  tlie  sjih^ndid  elevation  of  the  yonng  adventurer, 
Ale\an<lcr  Hamilton,  a  man  not  native  to  the  soil;  while 
Itobeit  K.  Livinf;aton,  the  head  of  their  ancient  house,  a 
statcsmnn  ilisiinguished  in  the  conntry'd  annals  white  yet 
Hamilton  was  a  niurchant's  clerk  in  the  West  Indies,  was  auf- 
feied  to  languish  in  obscurity.  Bnir  played  upon  this  string 
a  few  years  later  with  great  effect.  It  may  have  been  touched 
in  1791. 

Apart  from  those  impenetrabilities,  there  Is  no  difficalty  in 
tilimaiblv  acwuiitinir  fur  Colonel  Hnrr'a  eieetion  to  the. 
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tleman  as  Colonel  Burr ;  for,  in  that  day,  more  tlian  now, 
manner  was  power.  I  have  convei*sed  with  men  who  were 
captivated  with  the  presence  and  style  of  the  man  when  he 
was  nearly  fourscore,  and  had  both  legs  in  the  grave.  Wliat 
power,  then,  there  must  have  been  in  bis  presence  when  he 
was  in  the  prime  of  his  years !  Just  at  that  time,  too,  the 
Xew  York  legislature  was  agitated  on  the  subject  of  the 
United  States  Senate  sitting  with  closed  doors ;  one  of  the 
great  little  questions  of  the  day.  Schuyler,  haughty  old  sol- 
dier that  he  was,  was  the  man  to  iupist  upon  excluding  the 
vulgar  public  from  the  deliberations  of  a  body  that  felt  itself 
to  be  the  Ameiican  House  of  Lords.  Complaisant  and  popular 
Burr,  who  had  enough  of  the  Napoleonic  intellect  to  see  the 
immeasurable  importance  of  little  things,  was,  then  and  after- 
ward, an  advocate  of  an  open  Senate. 

Thus  conjecture  attempts  to  supply  the  want  of  informa- 
tion. 

If  the  causes  of  Burr's  elevation  are  uncertain,  the  conse- 
quences of  it  are  not.  Schuyler  felt  his  defeat  acutely,  and 
Hamilton  was  painfully  disappointed.  It  was  of  the  utmost 
possible  importance  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  have 
a  reliable  majority  in  Congress  ;  and  the  presence  of  a  devoted 
father-in-law,  in  a  Senate  of  twenty-eight  members  sitting  with 
closed  doors,  was  convenient.  From  1791  dates  Hamilton's 
repugnance  to  Burr,  and  soon  after  his  letters  begin  to  teem 
with  passages  expressive  of  that  repugnance.  The  two  f-imilies 
were  on  terms  of  politeness,  then  and  always.  The  two  men 
were,  to  all  appearance,  cordial  friends  enough  down  to  the 
]ast  month  of  Hamilton's  life.  But  from  this  time,  in  what- 
ever direction  Burr  sought  advancement,  or  advancement 
sought  him,  his  secret,  inveterate  opponent  was  Alexander 
Hamilton  ;  until  at  length  the  politics  of  the  United  States 
was  resolved  into  a  contest  between  these  two  individuals. 

The  effect  upon  Burr's  own  mind  of  his  election  to  the 
Senate  is  dimly  visible  in  his  correspondence.  He  seems  now 
to  have  accepted  politics  as  his  vocation.  His  wife  writes  to 
him  a  few  weeks  after  the  election,  and  some  months  before 
he  took  his  seat,  that  he  ought  to  take  me:isures  to  reestablish 
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A    SENATOR. 

Eirms    THE    SuTATR — TuK    Sxkatr's   Intebvikw   "WTm  Peksidei^t   Wabittngtom 

—  BnRR*8  Addrrss  to  the  President  —  Letter  from  the  French  Kino  — 
Tub  PRKSiDxirr  forbids  Colonel  Burr  to  Examine  tub  Records  —  Burr 
Talked  or  for  the  Governorship  of  the  State  —  Burr's  Opinion  on  the  Dis- 
puted Canvass  —  Second  Presidential  Election  —  Burr  a  Candidate  —  Ham- 
ilton Opposes  and  Denounces  him  —  Burr  as  a  Dehater  —  Washington's 
BrjriTSAL  to  bend  him  Ambassador  to  France — Third  Presidential  Election 

—  Burr  a  prominent  Candidate  —  Hamilton  aoain  Opposes  uim  —  DoMESTiff 
Lifb — DsAxn  OF  Mrs.  Burr  —  Education  of  uis  Daughter. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  session,  October  24th,  1791,  Colonel 
Burr  "  took  the  oaths  and  his  seat." 

The  next  day  President  Washington,  as  the  custom  tlien 
was,  delivered  his  annual  Speech  to  both  Houses  assembled 
in  the  Senate  Chamber.  The  Speech  was  composed  after 
the  model  of  the  English  king's  speeches  to  Parliament, 
which  it  resembled  also  in  brevity.  First,  the  President 
addressed  his  "Fellow-citizens  of  the  Senate  and  of  iho 
Uouse  of  Representatives ;"  then,  the  "  Gentlemen  of  the 
Senate ;"  then,  the  "  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives ;"  and  lastly,  the  "  Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  an<l  House 
of  Representatives."  When  the  ceremonial  was  over,  an<l 
the  Senators  were  left  in  possession  of  their  chamber,  a  com- 
mittee of  three  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the  usual  address 
in  reply  to  the  President,  and  Colonel  Burr,  their  new  and 
youngest  associate,  received  the  compliment  of  being  named 
cliairman  of  that  committee.  He  prepared  the  address,  which, 
on  being  read  to  the  Senate,  was  accepted  without  amendment. 
The  committee  were  next  ordered  to  wait  on  the  President  to 
a.sk  when  and  where  he  would  receive  the  Senate's  re|)ly  to 
his  speech.  Colonel  Burr,  on  their  return,  reported  Monday, 
at  Boon,  at  the  President's  own  house.     At  the  time  ap> 
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pointed,  the  Scnatnra  went  b  procession  to  the  Preai dent's, 
and  were  recciicd  with  tliat  eerioiia  and  Ktjitcly  cuiirtuay 
wliiofi  was  tlieii  in  vogue  among  p«ii<nn9  in  Iiigh  offiro. 

Fancy  a  long  dining-room,  with  the  taliloa  and  chain  r* 
moved.     Before  the  fire-place  standi*  a  lall  nnd  Mupirb  figitrt,  J 
ctarl  in  n  suit  of  black  velvet,  witli  blrtck  silk  stockings  and  ' 
diver  buckles.     Ilia  hair,  wliitc  with  powder,  i«  gattivrud  be- 
hind in  a  silk  baij.     Ho  wears  yollnw  gloves,  and  hold*  a 
cocked  hat  adonied  with  oookade  and  plume,    A  sword,  with 
bilt  of  polished  steel  and  itheath  of  white  leather,  furtbnr  re- 
Hovea  the  somber  m^^ilicence  of  th^  Proudpnt'ii  tbrm.     'Dw  | 
Senators  enter,  with  Ylue-PreHident  Adams  at  their  head,  aii2  I 
form  a  sumidrcle   round  the  President  while  Mr,  Adancf 
reads  the  address. 

As  a  reliu  of  an  extinct  asage,  the  reader  may  be  gratiSwl  I 
to  see  the  address  prepared  by  Colonel  Burr  for  this  occasioib  J 
It  reads  as  foIloH-s : 

"Sir:  Tho  Senate  of  the  United  Sufen  hnve  received  with 
the  highest  satisfaction  the  assurances  of  public  prosperity 
contained  in  yonr  speech  to  both  Houses,  The  mnltiplicd 
blcRsinjjs  of  Providence  have  not  escaped  our  notice,  or  failed 
to  excite  onr  pr.atiiudc. 

"  The  benefits  which  flow  from  the  restoration  of  public 
and  priv.ite  confidence  are  conspicuous  and  important ;  and 
the  pleasure  with  which  we  contemplate  them  is  heightened 
by  your  assurance  of  those  fuithercommmiicationa  which  shall 
confirm  their  existence  and  indicate  their  source. 

"  While  we  rejoice  in  the  success  of  those  military  oper*- 
tions  \t'liich  have  been  dire<;ted  against  the  hostile  Indians,  we 
lament  with  you  the  necessity  that  has  produced  them ;  and 
we  i»aiticipate  the  hope  that  the  present  prospect  of  a  gene- 
ral pence,  on  terms  of  moderation  and  justice,  may  be  wrought 
into  complete  and  permanent  eifoct ;  and  that  the  measures  of 
government  may  equally  embrace  the  aeourity  of  our  front- 
iers and  the  general  interests  of  humanity.  Our  aolicitnde  to 
obtain  wiiich,  will  insure  our  ze.ilous  attention  to  an  object  so 
warmly  espoused  by  the  principles  of  benevolence,  and  ao 
highly  interesting  to  the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  nation.: 
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"  The  several  subjects  which  you  have  particularly  recom- 
mended, and  those  which  remain  of  former  sessions,  will  en- 
gage our  early  consideration.  We  are  encouraged  to  prose- 
cute them  with  alacrity  and  steadiness,  by  the  belief  that  they 
will  interest  no  passion  but  that  for  the  general  welfare  ;  by 
the  assurance  of  concert,  and  by  a  view  of  those  arduous  and 
important  arrangements  which  have  been  already  accom- 
plished. 

"  We  obsei've,  sir,  the  constancy  and  activity  of  your  zeal 
for  the  public  good.  The  example  will  animate  our  efforts  to 
promote  the  happiness  of  our  country." 

To  this  address,  the  senatorial  record  informs  us,  the  Presi- 
dent was  pleaded  to  make  the  following  reply : 

"  Gentlemen  :  This  manifestation  of  your  zeal  for  the  honor 
and  the  happiness  of  our  country  derives  its  full  value  from 
the  share  which  your  deliberations  have  already  had  in  pro- 
moting both. 

"  I  thank  you  for  the  favorable  sentiments  with  which  you 
view  the  part  I  have  borne  in  the  arduous  trust  committed  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States;  and  desire  you  to  be 
assured  that  all  my  zeal  will  continue  to  second  those  further 
efforts  for  the  public  good  which  are  insured  by  the  spirit  in 
which  yon  are  entering  on  the  present  session." 

Whereupon,  we  may  presume,  the  Senate  made  a  formal 
and  ceremonious  exit,  and  then  returned  to  their  chamber. 

The  se&sion  thus  imposingly  begun,  lasted  more  than  six 
months,  but  no  spectator  witnessed,  and  no  corps  of  reporters 
recorded,  the  proceedings.  The  official  record  exists,  but  it  is 
little  more  than  a  formal  statement  of  votes.  In  Mr.  Benton's 
valuable  abridgment  of  the  Congressional  Debates,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  Senate,  from  October  to  May,  occuf>y  only 
five  pages.  On  one  of  those  pages  the  name  of  Colonel  Burr 
occurs  in  connection  with  an  affiir  which  even  now  has  a 
touching  interest. 

How  grateful  the  people  of  the  United  States  were  to  the 
French,  and  to  the  French  king,  for  the  timely  help  afforded 
by  them  in  the  late  war,  can  not  be  realized  by  the  present 
luxarious  generation ;  nor  how  passionate  and  nnivei*sal  was 
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tlie  sympathy  of  the  delivered  nation  with  the  snbseqnent 
8tnii;i:Io  of  tlic  French  for  freedom.  No  sooner  was  America 
fvei%  than  France  aspired.  In  the  summer  of  1789  the  news 
of  the  Bastile's  iinniortal  storming  thrilled  the  yoang  repub- 
lic. Soon,  the  excesses  of  the  Parisians,  in  their  delirium  of 
terror  and  desire,  shocked  the  world,  and  gave  pause  to  the 
more  conservativo  even  of  Americans.  The  flight  of  the  king 
in  1 700,  appears  in  the  memoirs  and  letters  of  that  age  as  a 
t(M*ribIe  event ;  one  which  lost  the  revolutionists  the  sympa> 
tliy  of  millions.  But  the  king  was  brought  back  to  Paris;  a 
grand  reconciliation  with  the  people  he  had  misunderstood 
was  enacted ;  the  king  accepted  the  constitution ;  and  France, 
for  a  week,  was  in  ecstacies.  Down  to  thb  period,  and  be- 
yond it,  the  great  mass  of  Americans  were  ardent  sympar 
thizers  with  tJie  llcvolntion.  But  Washington,  Hamilton, 
Adams,  Rufiis  King,  and  other  leading  conservatives,  began 
to  be  (piite  decided  in  the  opinion  that  the  French  Revolu- 
tion was  essentially  diabolical,  and  could  issue  in  no  good  to 
the  French,  or  any  other  people. 

In  3Iarch,  1792,  the  President  sent  a  message  to  Congress 
worded  with  his  usual  caution,  but  so  worded  as  to  betray  his 
own  <)|>inion.  ''Knowing,"  saitl  he,  "  the  friendly  interest  you 
take  ill  whatever  7//</y  promote  the  happiness  and  pros|>erity 
of  the  French  nation,"  he  laid  before  them  a  letter  just  ro- 
ceive<l  from  his  3[ost  Christian  Majesty.  The  letter  which 
j)oor  Louis  ha<l  sent  his  "very  dear  great  friends  and  allies," 
was  the  folio  win*': 

"  We  make  it  our  duty  to  inform  you  that  we  have  accepted 
the  constitution  which  lias  been  presented  to  us  in  the  name 
of  the  French  nation,  and  acconliuijf  to  which  France  will  be 
heiueforth  governed.  We  do  not  doubt  that  you  take  an  in- 
terest in  an  event  so  important  to  our  kingdom,  and  to  us 
and  that  it  is  with  real  pleasure  we  take  this  occasion  to  renew 
to  you  assurances  of  the  sincere  friendship  we  bear  you. 
Whereupon,  we  pray  God  to  have  you,  very  dear,  great 
friends  and  allies,  in  his  just  and  holy  keeping." 

This  letter  having  been  read  in  the  Senate,  a  ditlerence 
arose  as  to  the  manner  in  which  its  reception  should  bo  ac* 
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knowledged.  First,  a  frigid  resolution  was  proposed,  to  the 
effect  that  the  President  be  informed,  that  the  Senate  have 
received  the  news  contained  in  the  king's  letter  with  vsatisfac- 
tion.  This  resolution  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  six  to  twenty- 
one  ;  Colonel  Burr  voting  against  it ;  his  colleague,  Mr.  King, 
for  it.  The  resolution  was  then  amended,  so  as  to  request  the 
President  to  tnaJce  known  to  the  king  that  the  Senate  had  re- 
ceived the  tidings  with  the  higJiest  satisfaction.  This  was 
passed. 

Colonel  Munroe,  a  iew  days  after,  revived  the  subject  of 
the  Senate's  sitting  with  closed  doors,  and  moved  that^.  dui*- 
ing  the  recess,  galleries  be  constructed  in  the  chamber  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  public,  who  should,  after  the  present 
session,  be  admitted  to  witness  the  proceedings.  This  propo- 
sition was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  eiglit  to  seventeen.  Colonel 
Burr,  who  always  favored  the  measure,  and  afterward  assisted 
to  carry  it,  was  absent,  I  presume,  when  this  vote  was  taken, 
as  his  name  does  not  appear  in  the  record. 

Though  Colonel  Burr  began  his  sena'orial  career  by  being 
the  medium  of  the  Senate's  high  courtesy  to  General  Wash- 
ington, yet,  before  the  session  was  over,  he  came  into  disa- 
greeable collision  with  the  President.  Burr  was  Business 
incarnate.  His  acljyitywas  irrejjressible.  Being  now  cut  oft 
Trom  his  ordinary  employments,  and  having  deliberately 
turned  politician,  he  was  eager  to  acquire  knowledge  respect- 
ing state-craft.  It  was  one  of  his  projects,  too,  to  write  a 
History  of  the  American  Revolution.  For  these  reasons,  he 
was  often  busy,  during  his  first  winter  in  Congress,  among  the 
records  in  the  Department  of  State,  of  which  his  friend  Jef- 
ferson was  then  the  chief.  Always  an  early  riser,  he  was  ac- 
customed, for  a  time,  to  go  to  the  department  as  early  as  five 
in  the  morning.  He  employed  a  messenger  to  make  a  fire,  a 
confidential  clerk  to  assist  him  in  searching  and  copying,  a 
servant  to  bring  him  his  breakf^ist ;  and  so,  from  five  until  ten 
o'clock,  the  business  went  vigorously  on.  This  practice  was 
continued  till  nearly  the  close  of  the  session,  when  operations 
were  interrupted  by  a  peremptory  order  from  the  President, 
forbidding  his  further  examination.      Desiring  to   complete 


hia  knowledf^  respecting  llie  lute  snrrcndpr  of  Iho  iroatmi 
posts,  he  addressed  nnote  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  reqaesting  pcrntlir 
BiOii  to  make  tliat  particular  UKamination.  Tlie  Sforftary  re- 
plied that  "  rt  liad  been  caitcluded  to  bii  improper  to  conimii' 
iiicate  the  correspondence  of  existing  miitisters."  lliirr  ap*  I 
pears  to  have  regarded  this  an  an  uiicalled-rur  and  Brbitrarjr 
proceeding.  It  was  in  accordnnco  with  the  nyatcra  of  th« 
time ;  but  from  what  we  n&w  know  of  the  relations  of  ths] 
persons  conoerned,  and  the  scenes  daily  transpiring  In  lliv  c. 
inet,  we  may  infer  that  if  the  searoher  of  the  records  bad  hmi* 
a  Senator  appi-oved  and  trusted  by  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Tre 
iiry,  he  would  not  have  been  dtinled  nccew  tn  them — tit  Ivan 
not  in  a  peremptory  mniiner. 

In  April,  1792,  tiiere  was  to  be  an  election  for  governor  itn 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  Colonel  Burr  was  frequently  tr 
tioned  as  a  candid.ile.  At  that  time,  the  i-espwtjiblr?  ftalArjl 
and  immense  patrona^  of  the  jfovurnor,  rendered  ifae  offie^fl 
more  im|>oaing  and  more  desired  than  a  seat  in  the  Senate. 
Burr  was  thought  of  aa  a  candidate,  lirst,  by  the  Republican 
party,  who  feared  to  try  the  field  again  with  Governor  Clin- 
ton ;  secondly,  by  the  Federalists,  who  were  not  confident  of 
succeeding  with  a  candidate  fnliy  identified  with  their  party; 
thii'dly,  he  was  proposed  as  an  independent  candidate,  on  the 
gttiuiid  that  lie  belonged  to  no  parti/,  and  would  be  supported 
by  the  moderate  men  of  all  parties.  Tiie  truth  is,  that  Colonel 
JJmr  Mat  then  a  very  popular  man,  and  both  parties  woald 
have  liked  to  secure  the  advantage  of  his  name  and  talentiL 
While  it  was  Etill  nnceitain  whether  he  would  run  for  the 
governorship,  some  of  Hamilton's  friends  were  of  opinion  that 
the  best  policy  of  the  Federalists  would  be  to  support  Bnrr, 
and  they  wrote  to  Hamilton  to  that  effect.  Mr.  Ledyard, 
February  1,  wrote  from  New  York,  that  on  his  arrival  in  the 
ciiy,  he  found  that  "  a  tide  was  likely  to  make  strongly  for 
Mr.  Burr.  Mr.  Schuyler,"  be  continues,  "  supposes  that  if  Mr. 
Clinton  niul  Mr,  Itiirr  were  the  only  competitors,  and  his 
(Schuyler's)  fiiends  thrown  out  of  the  scale,  it  would  be  doubt- 
ful which  succeeded."  After  showing  that,  to  beat  Burr,  tha 
Poderaliats  must  either  support  Clinton  or  run  a  third  caodi* 
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Jate,  neither  of  which  was  advisable,  Mr.  Ledyard  adds  the 
following  observations :  "  If  Burr  finally  succeeds,  and  you 
have  not  the  merit  of  it,  it  would  be  an  event  extremely  dis- 
agreeable to  me.  With  this  impression,  I  have  sought  re- 
peated interviews  with  him,  until  I  could  procure  an  artless 
declaration  of  his  sentiments,  both  with  respect  to  the  union 
n  present  grounds,  and  also  with  respect  to  you.  He  has 
expressed  a  sincere  regard  for  the  safety  and  well-being  of 
the  former.  With  respect  to  yourself,  he  expresses  an  entire 
confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  your  designs,  and  a 
real  personal  friendship ;  and  which  he  does  not  seem  to  suj)- 
pose  you  doubt  of,  or  that  you  ever  will,  unless  it  may  arise 
from  meddling  interveners." 

The  next  day  after  this  letter  was  dispatched,  James  Wat- 
son, another  leading  Federalist,  writes  to  Hamilton  in  a  sim- 
ilar strain.  Burr's  chances,  he  thought,  were  good,  and,  if  tho 
Federalists  should  go  for  liim,  strong.  Had  they  not  better 
support  him  ?  If  they  do  not,  will  it  not  make  him  an  oi)po- 
nent  of  the  Federal  party,  if  he  is  not  now  ?  If  they  do,  will  it 
not  attach  him  to  the  Federalists?  And  if  he  should  tuim 
traitor,  will  it  not  so  destroy  his  popularity  as  to  deprive  him 
of  the  power  of  doing  harm?  "  Whenever,"  says  Mr.  Wat- 
son, '*  I  imagine  liow  much  easier  it  is  to  embarrass  and  ol>- 
struct  the  benign  operations  of  government  than  to  give  it  the 
requisite  tone  and  vigor,  I  am  solicitous  to  remove  talents, 
]>er8everance,  and  address,  as  far  from  the  opposition  as  pos- 
sible." "The  absence  of  evil  will  continue  to  be  desirable 
until  the  public  mind  becomes  more  quiet,  and  federal 
habits  take  de,cper  root.  I  shall  only  add  that  the  cautious 
distance  observed  by  this  gentleman  toward  all  parties,  how- 
ever exceptionable  in  a  politician,  may  be  a  real  merit  in  a 
governor." 

Upon  the  proposal  thus  plausibly  urged,  Hamilton,  the  un- 
questioned leader  of  the  Federal  party  in  the  State,  placed  his 
veto.  A  word  from  him  would,  in  all  probability,  have  made 
Aaron  Burr  Governor  of  New  York  in  1792.  But  that  word 
was  not  spoken.  The  Federalists  nominated  tho  virtiious 
John  Jay,  the  Republicans  adhered  to  their  old  standard* 
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bearer,  Governoi-  Clinton,  nnd  tho  contest  waa  3  slriotlj'  jae^J 
one. 

jll  was  the  closest  and  ani-neBt  the  Stato  haO  yt  s(-en.  ant) 
the  iwsiie,  inst«ad  of  calming,  f!ias|KT;ited  |i;ii'tifH  moiti  Uiau 
he  fitrife  itself.  There  wan  mi  inform.ility  in  thu  cuinva*^  m\i\ 
lioth  Bides  claimed  the  victory.  The  canvassei-fl  wei-e  oleven 
11  number,  of  whom  aeveii  thoiigtit  that  Clinton  had  carTit!i) 
llie  State  by  a  ninjority  of  one  Iinniliod  Mid  fight,  wliilp  tlio 
remaining  four  wcfb  lor  giving  the  victory  to  Jay.  After 
many  stonny  disciiasions,  the  cnnvnasew  agreed  to  request 
opinion  of  the  .Senatorn,  Ilnfiia  King  and  Ani'on  Burr,  ii| 
the  ]ioint  in  diHjiiite,  which  was  the  tbllowing: 

Till'  law  liieri  required  that  the  vote*  of  a  county  nhoiUd 
se.iled  up  by  the  inspector  of  election,  delivarod  into  tin 
hands  of  the  xheriff,  and  by  him  or  bis  deputy  couveyt-'d  in- 
iHel  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  Now,  it  ehatieed  thut  tlio 
comity  of  Otsego,  on  this  occsKion,  h».A  no  sheriff.  li.  K, 
Smith  had  lield  the  office,  but  his  icrni  l„vt  I'Xi.ired.  AnciUior 
geiitleiTiitn  had  been  appointed  slieritf,  but  li:id  nut  yet  been 
sworn  in;  and  during  the  brief  interregnum,  the  importaot 
buKiiiess  of  receiving  .ind  conveying  t)ie  votes  had  presented 
itKelt:  In  these  circumstances,  Mr.  Smith,  the  late  shcritT,  as 
was  natural,  performeil  the  duty.  But  he  was  not  the  theriff. 
Nay,  lie  )iad  been  elected  to  the  board  of  supervisors,  an  office 
mconipatiblo  with  that  of  sheriff*,  and  had  actually  taken  his 
seat  at  the  board,  and  peifoi-med  official  acts.  Tlie  question 
wns,  wiiether  the  votes  received  and  sent  by  him  could  be  le- 
gally canvassed.  If  yes,  the  Federalists  had  triumphed,  and 
John  Jay  was  governor.  If  no,  the  lio|>ublicans  were  in  the 
ascendant,  and  Geoige  Clinton  ret:uned  the  power  he  had 
wielded  tor  sixteen  yeara. 

Every  head  in  the  United  States  that  had  a  smattering  of 
law  in  it  was  given  up  to  the  consideration  of  this  great  qnea- 
tion  in  the  spring  of  1702,  The  two  Senators,  upon  confei^ 
ring,  discovered  that  an  irreconcilable  diffiir^nce  of  opinion 
existed  between  them  on  tlie  subject.  Colonel  Burr  proposed 
Umt  they  should,  tor  that  reason,  decline  advising  the  oan- 
But  as  Mr.  King  avowed  an  intention  of  giving  U*. 
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own  opinion,  nothing  remained  but  that  Colonel  Burr  should 
give  his  also.  The  two  opinions  were  given.  Both  were 
able,  clear,  and  brief.  Mr.  King's,  which  was  for  admitting 
the  votes,  carried  conviction  with  it  to  every  Federal  mind  in 
the  country ;  while  Colonel  Burr's,  which  was  for  rejecting 
them,  was  equally  convincing  to  the  Republican  intellect. 
Indeed,  it  was,  considering  all  the  circumstances,  a  question 
really  difficult  to  decide,  and  the  best  lawyers  of  that  day  dif- 
fered upon  it,  as  doubtless  would  the  best  lawyers  of  the  pres- 
ent day  if  it  were  submitted  to  them.  Before  giving  his  own, 
Colonel  Burr  obtained  the  written  opinion  of  Edmund  Ran- 
dolph (Attorney-General),  Pierpont  Edwards,  Jonathan  D.  Ser- 
geant, and  other  enunent  legal  friends,  all  of  whom  coincided 
with  him.  On  the  other  hand,  Rufus  King  could  exhibit  an 
imposing  array  of  names  in  support  of  his  opinion.  Mr.  King 
was  for  having  justice  done  ;  Burr,  for  having  the  law  ob- 
served. Both  opinions  were  doubtless  as  sincere  as  they  were 
characteristic* 

Th.e  canvassers,  thus  compelled  to  choose  between  two 
opinions  diametrically  adverse,  decided,  of  course^  to  follow 
that  which  accorded  with  the  political  preferences  of  the  ma- 

*  The  following  is  the  material  paragraph  of  Colonel  Burr's  opinion,  which, 
he  declared,  was  never  answered,  except  by  abuse:  "  There  are  instances  of 
ofliceH  being  exercised  by  persons  lioldiug  under  an  authority  apparently 
good,  but  which,  on  strict  legal  examination,  proves  defective ;  whose  acU<, 
DeverthL'lcss,  are,  with  some  limitations^  considered  as  valid.  This  authority 
is  called  cduraiAe,  and  the  oftlcer,  in  such  cases,  is  said  to  bo  an  oflicer  de 
fado  ;  which  intends  an  intermediate  state  between  an  exercise  strictly  Liw- 
fill,  ood  one  without  such  color  of  riglit  Mr.  Smith  does  not  ni)pear  to  mo 
to  have  holdcn  Uio  ofllco  of  sheriff,  on  tho  3d  of  ^larch,  under  such  color  or 
pretense  of  right.  The  term  of  his  office  had  expired,  and  he  had  formally 
cxpreascd  his  determination  not  to  accept  a  reappointment;  after  the  e.\ ju- 
ration of  the  year  he  accepted,  and  even  two  days  before  the  rt'ceipt  of  tho 
ballots,  openly  exercised  an  ofHco  incompatible  with  that  of  sheriif ;  and  it  is 
to  be  inferred,  from  the  tenor  of  the  affidavits,  that  he  then  knew  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Gilbert.  ^  The  Jissuniption  of  this  authority  by  Mr.  Smith, 
does  not  even  appear  to  have  been  pro<lu(^d  by  any  urgent  jiublic  necessity 
or  imminent  public  inconvenience.  Mr.  (tilb(»rt  was  qualitied  in  season  to 
have  discluirged  the  duty,  and,  for  au^^ht  that  Ls  i»hown,  his  attendance,  it 
really  dcsirod,  might  have  been  procured  still  earlier.'' 
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jority  of  tlieir  ninnber.  They  pronouDoeiJ  George  Clinton 
duly  elected,  Tlie  exasperation  (if  tlie  Fcdernliuls,  upon  tlie 
pioinuljraiion  of  this  decision,  was  such  tfi:i!,  for  a  litm.-,  ttio 
State  Beompd  in  dangOf  of  anarchy.  For  many  years  the 
dream  of  tliat  party  bad  but-n  to  ite«  Cllulon  doleated,  and  a 
Federalist  in  the  executive  cliair.  Iln  /tad  been  tlcfenti'd,  but 
tlie  Bcopter  wliicii  thvy  were  jiial  about  to  gra«p,  they  now 
saw  sniitched  away  from  bctwoeri  tluir  eager  hauda.  Niilbing 
but  the  moderation  of  Mr,  J.iy,  and  (ho  gvnural  regard  tiir 
law,  whicli  prevailed  in  tbe  most  order-loviiig  of  parties,  aaied 
tlie  State  fi'oiii  temporary  uoitfnsion. 

Aa  each  Setintor  had  dodded  in  favor  of  hi^  own  party,  tlie 
motives  of  both  were  assailed.  Colonel  llurr,  it  was  ohan^od, 
WU9  nn  adheretil  of  Governor  Olinlon,  and  wiitliod  to  ingraiiats 
hiiitKelf  with  the  Republicans.  In  a  lettor  to  a  frii^d,  written 
aooTj  aiXer  he  liad  given  hie  opinion,  he  alluded  to  these  aeru- 
HRtiuns.  "  Upon  tbe  late  oacosioti,"  iie  sayii,  *^  I  ttamortty 
wished  and  Bought  to  be  relieved  IVom  the  iu>epa»ily  of  !.'ivint,' 
any  opinion,  paiticubily  from  a  knowledge  that  h  would  be 
disagreeable  to  you  and  a  fuiv  others  whom  I  respect  and 
wish  always  to  gratify.  But  the  conduct  of  Hr.  King  lefi  ma 
no  alternative.  1  w.is  obliged  to  give  an  opinion,  and  I  have 
nut  yet  learned  to  give  any  other  than  which  my  jndgment 
directs.  It  would,  indeed,  bo  tlie  extreme  of  weakness  in  me 
to  expect  friendship  from  Mr.  Clinton.  I  have  too  many  rea- 
sons to  believe  that  he  regards  me  with  jealousy  and  molevo- 
kncc.  Still,  this  alone  ought  not  to  have  induced  me  to  re- 
fuse my  advice  to  the  canvassers.  Some  pretend,  indeed,  but 
none  (.an  believe,  that  I  am  |>i-ejudiced  in  his  favor.  I  have 
not  even  seen  or  spoken  to  him  since  January  iHSt." 

Nevertheless,  three  months  after  these  words  were  written, 
Governor  Clinton  nomin.ited  Inin  to  the  bench  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State.  Colonel  Burr  preferred  to  retain  hia  neat 
ii)  the  Senate,  and  declined  the  judgeship. 

The  attention  of  the  public  was  soon  drawn  from  questiooi 
affecting  a  single  State  to  one  in  which  all  the  States  were 
equally  concerned.  For  the  second  time,  the  young  natioa 
was  to  choose  chief  magistrates ;  or,  to  speak  more  oorraot^ 
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a  Vice-President^  for  there  could  be  no  competition  for  the 
first  office  in  the  people's  gift,  while  George  Washington  was 
willing  to  serve  them  in  it.  There  was  an  opposition,  it  is 
true;  but  its  force  was  directed  chiefly  against  Hamilton's 
measures ;  and  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  General  Wash- 
ington hati  consented  to  serve  another  term,  the  hopes  of  the 
opposition  were  limited  to  the  election  of  a  Vice-President,  in 
place  of  Mr.  Adams. 

At  that  time,  the  reader  must  bear  in  mind,  no  one  was 
directly  nominated  for  the  office  of  Vice-President.  The 
Constitution  required  each  presidential  elector  to  vote  for  two 
persons  to  fill  the  two  highest  offices ;  the  man  who  received 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  was  declared  President,  and  he 
who  received  the  next  hii^hest  number  was  declared  Vice- 
President.  At  the  first  presidential  election  ever  held,  the 
vote  of  the  electoral  college  was  as  follows:  For  George 
Washington,  69  votes  (the  whole  number)  ;  John  Adams,  34  ; 
John  Jay,  9 ;  Robert  11.  Harrison,  6  ;  John  Rutledge,  G ; 
John  Hancock,  4 ;  George  Clinton,  3  ;  Samuel  Huntingdon,  2  ; 
John  Wilton,  2 ;  James  Armstrong,  1  ;  Edward  Telfair,  1  ; 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  1.  Mr.  Adams,  therefore,  became  Vice- 
President  though  he  received  one  less  than  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  votes.  At  that  election  there  was  nothing 
like  an  organized  opposition.  Every  elector's  first  choice  was 
General  Washington ;  and  for  the  second  office  named  the 
favorite  son  of  his  own  State,  or  a  man  particularly  admired 
by  himself. 

But  now  there  was  opposition  ;  of  which  more  will  be  said 
m  another  chapter.  At  present  the  object  of  that  opposition, 
as  just  remarked,  was  to  elevate  one  of  their  own  }»arty  to  the 
Vice-Presidency.  George  Clinton,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  the  man  distinguished  above  all  othei's  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  his  op{>osition  to  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
Constitution,  was  the  candidate  upon  whom  a  majority  of  the 
party  fixed  their  hopes,  and  upon  whom  its  strength  was  finally 
concentrated.  But,  among  the  names  mentioned  in  private 
circles  and  in  public  prints  for  the  office,  was  that  of  Aaron 
Burr.    Indeed,  for  a  short  penod,  it  seemed  uncertain  who 
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would  be  tlic  candidate  of  the  opporition  in  some  of  tto 

noriliern  States,  Clinton  or  Burr  I 

'  liufus  King  began  to  be  alarmed  for  tbe  anoeesa  of  Mr. 
Adams.  September  lY,  1792,  we  find  him  writing  to  Hamil- 
ton in  this  manner:  "If  the  enemies  of  the  goremment  are 
secret  and  united,  we  shall  lose  Mr.  Adama.  Burr  is  indnatri* 
ous  in  his  canvass,  and  hia  object  is  well  understood  by  oar 
ant  is.  Mr.  Edwards  is  to  make  interest  for  him  in  Connecti- 
cut, and  Mr.  Dallas,  who  is  here,  and  quite  in  the  oirele  of  tbe 
governor  and  tlie  pai*ty,  informs  us  that  Mr.  Buq^wiU  be  suf^ 
ported  as  Vice-President  in  Pennsylvania.  Should  JeflEeraoa 
and  his  friends  unite  in  the  project,  the  TOtea  of  Mr.  Adama 
may  be  so  reduced,  that  though  more  nnmerona  than  those  of 
any  other  person,  he  may  decline  the  office.  Nothing  which 
lias  heretofore  happened  so  decisively  proves  the  invetemcy 
of  the  o]>])osition.  Should  they  succeed  in  degrading  Mr. 
Adams,  much  would  bo  to  be  apprehended  in  respect  to  the 
measures  which  have  received  the  sanction  of  government." 

It  is  but  common  fairness  to  remind  the  reader  that  this  let- 
ter was  written  by  a  political  opponent,  who  could  not  hej}er' 
8oii(dbj  cognizant  of  Burr's  movements  as  a  politician.  In 
reading  letters,  to  be  hereafter  quoted,  the  same  fjUJt  is  to  bo 
constantly  ke])t  in  view  by  those  who  wiah  to  know  tbe  truth 
respecting  the  man  and  his  times. 

Il.-unilton  re[)lies  to  Mr.  King  that  he  is  astonished  to  hear 
of  Burr's  appearance  as  a  candidate.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  evidently  puzzled,  and,  perhaps,  a  little  alanned. 
A  few  days  aller,  he  wrote  to  a  friend  (whose  name  has  not 
been  revealed  by  the  editor  of  his  works)  a  long  letter  depre- 
cating the  advancement  of  Burr,  and  denouncing  him  in  the 
strongest  language  that  even  his  vigorous  pen  could  command. 
After  saying  that  he  was  not  yet  quite  sure  tl^at  "Burr's  ap- 
j>earancL'  on  the  r.tage  was  not  a  diversion  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Clinton,"  he  proceeds  as  follows : 

"  Mr.  Clinton's  success  I  should  think  very  unfortunate;  I 
am  n<»t  for  trust inu:  the  iTjoverriment  too  much  in  the  hands  «>f 
its  enemies.  But  still,  INIr.  C.  is  a  man  of  property,  and  in 
private  life,  so  far  as  I  know,  of  ])robity.    I  iear  the  other 
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gentleman  is  unprincipled,  both  as  a  public  and  a  private  man. 
When  the  Constitution  was  in  deliberation,  his  conduct  was 
equivocal ;  but  its  enemies,  who,  I  believe,  best  understood 
hira,  considered  him  as  with  them.  In  fact,  I  take  it  he  is  for 
or  against  nothing,  but  as  it  suits  his  interest  or  ambition.  He 
is  determined,  as  I  conceive,  to  make  his  way  to  be  the  head 
of  the  popular  party,  and  to  climb,  per  fas  aut  nefas^  to  the 
highest  honors  of  the  State,  and  as  much  higher  as  circumstan- 
ces may  permit.  Embarrassed,  as  I  understand,  in  his  circum- 
stances, with  an  extravagant  family,  bold,  enterprizing,  and 
intriguing,  I  am  mistaken  if  it  be  not  his  object  to  play  the 
game  of  confusion,  and  I  feel  it  to  be  a  religious  duty  to 
oppose  his  career. 

*'  1  have  hitherto  scrupulously  abstained  from  intei^ference  in 
elections;  but  the  occasion  is,  in   my  opinion,  of  sufficient  im- 

^rtance  to  warrant,  in  this  instance,  a  departure  from  that 
•ule.  I  therefore  commit  my  opinion  to  you  without  scruple; 
mt  in  perfect  confidence.  I  pledge  my  character  for  discern- 
ment, that  it  is  incumbent  on  every  good  man  to  resist  the 
present  design." 

This  was  written  on  the  21st  of  September.  On  the  26th, 
he  writes  to  another  unnamed  person  in  the  same  strain.  "Mr. 
Burr's  integrity  as  an  individual,"  says  Hamilton,  "  is  not  un- 
impeached^"  and,  "  as  a  public  man,  he  is  one  of  the  worst 
fiort.  Secretly  turning  liberty  into  ridicule,  he  knows  as  well 
as  most  men  how  to  make  use  of  the  name.  In  a  word,  if 
we  have  an  embryo  Cicsar  in  the  United  States,  'tis  Burr." 

These  letters  were  not  designed  for  the  amusement  of  the 
Secretary's  correspondent.  In  a  few  days,  liufus  King  writes 
back  to  him,  that  "  care  has  been  taken  to  jjtU  our  friends  at 
the  easttcard  on  their  guard,'*'^  The  letters  produced  effects^ 
we  see. 

To  General  C.  C.  Pinckney  of  South  Carolina,  Hamilton 
wntes  to  the  same  purport,  and  urges  him  to  promote  the  elec- 
tion of  men  friendly  to  the  administration.  As  he  denounced 
Barr  in  his  northern  letters,  he  assails  Jefferson  in  his  south- 
em — Jefferson,  his  colleague  in  the  cabinet.  "  'Tis  suspected 
by  «orae,'*  he  says,  "that  the  plan  is  only  to  divide  the  votes 
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of  tlie  northern  and  middle  StatiiB  to  let  io  Mr.  JeflbnoD  bj 
tlie  votes  of  tlie  South.  I  will  not  8orD|de  to  my  to  you,  ii 
coiitidonce,  that  this  also  would  bo  a  aeriotu  misfortane  to  the 
government.  Tliat  geDtleniiln  whom  I  onoe  very  muA  «#• 
teemed^  but  who  does  not  permit  me  to  reUun  that  aentimeBt 
for  liini,  is  certainly  a  man  of  aublimated  and  paradoxioal  im^ 
aginations,  entertaining  and  propagating  opinJona  inconwiteat 
with  dignified  and  orderly  govemment." 

Five  days  later,  the  active  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  writei 
another  letter  n])on  Burr,  bat  in  a  mnch  more  guarded  mai^ 
uer.  '^  My  opinion  of  Mr.  Burr,"  he  remarksi  with  admirable 
consistency,  ''*•  is  tkt  to  fork,  bat  according  to  the  preaent 
state  of  it,  he  is  a  man  whose  only  political  prindple  ia  to 
7tionnt^  at  till  events^  to  the  highest  legal  hoDora  of  the  natioa, 
and  as  much  furtlier  as  circamstancea  will  cany  him,  Impi^ 
tations,  not  favorable  to  his  integrity  as  a  man,  rest  upon  him, 
but  I  do  not  vouch  for  their  aatbentioity.** 

On  the  21st  of  September,  then,  he  was  willing  to  pledge 
his  character  for  discernment,  that  Burr  was  an  embryo  Caesar. 
On  tlie  15th  of  October,  his  opinion  of  the  individual  was  yet 
to  form.  Tlie  good  Hamilton  was  a  man  of  very  ardent  feel- 
ings ;  he  was  devoted  to  the  8Ui)j)ort  of  the  system  he  had 
created  ;  and  was  ai>t  to  give  way  to  a  too  sweeping  denunci- 
ation of  the  men  whom  he  disapproved.  And  besides,  his  cor- 
respondent of  Sei)tember  was,  ]>robably,  a  man  he  could  more 
implicitly  trttst^  than  he  could  him  of  October. 

i>ut  these  denunciations  might  as  well  have  been  spared. 
It  is  certain,  that  ni'ither  l>urr  nor  his  friends  entertained  a 
serious  thought  of  his  comjieting  for  the  Vice-Presidency. 
He  received  ju.st  one  vote.  Of  the  eight  electors  of  South 
Carolina,  seven  gave  their  second  vote  for  John  Adams;  one 
for  Aarcm  Burr.  The  number  ot  electt)rs  had  ir.creaseil,  in 
four  years,  iVom  GO  to  132.  (n-orge  Washington  agaui  n*- 
jeived  the  whole  nun»ber.  For  John  Adams,  77  votes  were 
cast  ;  lor  George  Clinton,  50  ;  for  Thomas  Jefferaon,  J 1 ;  for 
Aaron  Burr,  1.  This  single  vote,  given  by  a  personal  friend, 
probably,  may  have  been  of  some  importance  to  Burr»  in 
dating  his  name,  in  the  popular  mind,  with  the  office. 
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For  SIX  years,  Colonel  Barr  played  a  distinguished,  and 
occasionally,  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  And  that  is  nearly  all  we  know  of  him  as  a  Senator. 
He  was  renowned  as  an  orator,  but  no  speech  of  his  exists, 
except  in  faint  outline.  John  Taylor  writes  a  note  to  him,  on 
one  occasion,  in  which  he  uses  this  language :  "  We  shall  leave 
yoQ  to  reply  to  King :  first,  because  you  desired  it ;  second, 
all  depends  on  it ;  no  one  else  can  doit;  and  the  audience 
will  expect  it."  There  are  allusions  in  the  political  papers  of 
the  day  to  a  great  speech  delivered  by  Burr  in  opposition  to 
Jay's  treaty,  which  evidently  gained  him  much  applause. 
It  is  spoken  of  as  though  every  one  was  acquainted  with  it ; 
as  we  should  allude  to  one  of  the  well-known  speeches  of  Clay 
or  Webster.  Rufus  King,  I  am  enabled  to  state,  was  of 
opinion  that  Burr's  talents  as  a  debater  were  overrated.  In 
conversing  upon  those  times,  Mr.  King  would  say  that  Burr 
had  a  rare  faculty  in  summing  up  a  discussion,  but  that  he 
added  to  it  few  ideas  of  his  own.  He  never  opened  a  debate. 
But  where  a  question  had  been  discussed  to  exhaustion,  ho 
knew  how  to  use  well  the  vast  stores  of  information  which 
had  been  elicited,  and  to  set  in  new  and  dense  array  the  argu- 
ments that  had  been  used  by  others.  This  faculty,  aided  by 
his  persuasive  and  emphatic  manner,  made  him  a  favorite 
speaker ;  and  the  more,  as  he  never  wearied  an  audience  by 
prolixity. 

That  he  was  an  industrious  member  is  indicated  by  the 
number  of  committees  upon  which  he  served.  The  records 
show,  however,  that  he  was  not  generally  in  his  place  during 
the  first  and  last  days  of  a  session.  We  may  infer  from  his 
correspondence  thaj  he  was  full  of  occupation  of  some  kind  in 
Philadelphia.  He  frequently  alludes  to  the  heaps  of  unopened 
letters  upon  his  table. 

He  acted  with  the  liberal,  or  Republican  party,  invariably. 
He  contended  for  an  open  Senate,  session  after  session,  till,  in 
1794,  the  measure  was  earned  by  a  vote  of  nineteen  to  eight. 
He  supported  the  resolution  that  "  every  printer  of  newspapers 
may  send  one  paper  to  each  and  every  other  printer  of  news- 
papers within  the  United  States,  free  of  postage,  under  such 
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rcguLitions  as  the  PoatnuHtflr-Qflnenl  alull  provids.*'  Ha  &■ 
voied  tlic  atlinission  of  Albert  Oallatin  to  serve  u  •  Senator, 
wlikl)  was  o]>posed  on  the  osteiudble  ground  tbet  he  bed  not 
been  a  citizen  of  the  ooontry  for  tbe  reqninte  nine  yean.  He 
took  the  IvnA  in  ojtpoeiDg  Chief  Jnitioe  Jay^  tniMion  to  Si^ 
ginnd,  for  Uio  twofold  reason  that  it  waa  unaeoeaMry  to  tend 
any  ministor  at  all  to  En^and  at  that  time ;  and  that  it  waa 
contrary  to  the  fipirit  of  the  Constitntion,  impolitie  and  ombI^ 
to  HL'lect  an  emb.issftdor  from  the  bench  ofthe  Supreme  Coart. 
Allmcnsurea  tending  to  the  support  and  oomfertof  theFrend 
in  thi'ir  struggle  with  the  leagued  despotisms  of  Europe,  firand 
In  UiiiT  an  advocate.  In  «  word,  he  was  a  leader  and  dham- 
pion  of  the  pai-ty  which  aeknowledged  Jefliaraon  as  iu  Am^ 
and  boasted  the  adberenoe  of  Madison  and  Monroe, 

After  Burr's  downfall,  Jefferson  osed  to  aay  that  he  had 
nover  liked  iiim  ;  and  that,  at  tbe  very  hnght  of  BaiT*B  po(h 
ulnrity,  lie  had  habitually  cautioned  Madison  not  to  trust  him 
too  far.  "  I  never,"  wrote  JelTuraon  once,  "  thought  him  au 
honest,  frnTik-dealing  m:in  ;  but  considered  Jiim  as  a  crot)k«'d 
gnn,  or  other  ]ierverted  Tnacliinc,  whose  aim  or  shot  yon  could 
never  be  sure  of."  But  this  wa.s  in  1607.  There  is  iibundant 
jiroof,  that,  in  tlio  full  tide  of  liia  senatorial  career,  Bnrr's 
stanilin<;,  botli  whh  tlio  li-adui-K  and  with  the  masses  of  his 
party,  was  only  second  to  th.at  of  Jefferson  himself. 

Take  thia  incident,  for  exanijilo.  In  1V0+,  the  unpopular- 
ity of  Gouvernfur  Slonis,  the  American  minister  in  France, 
was  at  its  hcj;;ht.  The  republiciins  of  Paris,  and  the  repub- 
licans of  tho  United  States,  were  awai'e  of  his  utter  want  of 
sympathy  with  the  Itc-vohition,  and  were  clamorous  for  his 
recall.  General  Washin^on  had  let  fall  an  intinintion  of  his 
willingness  to  yield  to  their  desire,  and  to  appoint  a  member 
of  the  opposition  in  IiIh  place.  AccM>rdingly,  a  cniicas  of  tbe 
llejiublicau  Senators  and  Representatives  was  called  to  Bclect 
a  candiitate  to  be  propos<.'d  to  the  Pi-esident  for  the  missioiL 
Tile  caucus  agreed  to  recommend  Colonel  Burr.  Mr.  Mad- 
ison and  Mr.  Motiroe  were  meniberd  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  ii|)on  Gener.il  \VaHliin<;ton,  and  communicate 
tbe  preference  of  tho  caucus ;  and  in  the  interview  with  the 
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President,  Mr.  Madison  was  the  spokesman.  After  hearing 
the  niess.ijye,  General  Washington  was  silent  for  a  few  mo- 
ments. Then  he  said,  it  had  been  the  rule  of  his  public  life 
never  to  nominate  for  a  high  and  responsible  office  a  man  of 
whose  integrity  he  was  not  assured.  He  had  not  confidence 
in  Colonel  Burr  in  that  respect,  and  therefore  must  decline 
nominating  him.  The  committee  retired,  and  reported  the 
result  of  the  interview.  The  caucus  unanimously  resolved  to 
adhere  to  their  nomination,  and  requested  the  committee  to 
inform  the  President  of  the  fact.  General  Washington  was 
evidently  irritated  by  the  second  proposal  of  an  offensive 
name,  and  replied  with  warmth  that  his  decision  was  irrevo- 
cable. He  added,  apologetically,  "  I  will  nominate  you,  Mr. 
Madison,  or  you,  Mr.  Monroe."  Madison  replied  that  he 
had,  long  ago,  made  up  his  mind  not  to  go  abroad.  The 
committee,  upon  reporting  the  result  of  the  second  confer- 
ence to  the  caucus,  found  it  more  inflexible  than  ever ;  and 
were  instructed  to  go  a  third  time  to  the  President,  and  say 
that  Colonel  Burr  was  the  choice  of  the  Republican  Senators 
and  Representatives,  and  that  they  would  make  no  other  rec- 
ommendation. This  message  was  delivered  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  who,  knowing  the  President's  feelings  on  the  sub- 
ject, declined  delivering  it.  Colonel  Monroe  was  finally 
selected. 

Reflecting  upon  this  circumstance,  the  idea  xoiU  occur  to 
the  individual  long  immersed  in  the  reading  of  that  period 
that  this  invincible  distrust  of  Colonel  Burr  was  perhaps  im- 
planted, certainly  nourished,  in  the  mind  of  General  Washing- 
ton by  his  useful  friend  and  adherent,  Alexander  Hamilton. 
Hamilton  was  not  a  person  to  conceal  from  General  Washing 
ton  his  repugnance  to  the  man  whose  career  he  felt  it  a  relig 
ions  duty  to  oppose.     Washington  had  trusted  and  applauded 
Burr  in  the  Revolution.     Whence  this  utter,  this  resolute  dis- 
trust, if  not  derived  from  the  minister  in  whose  sagacity  and 
honesty  the  President   had  such   absolute  faith  ?     Another 
suspicion  steals  over  the  immersed  intellect.     The  remarkable 
pertinacity  of  the  democratic  caucus  maij  have  been  partly 
owing  to  the  desirableness  of  removing  an  unmanageable 
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candidate  three  thousand  miles  from  the  scene  of  the  next 

presidential  election. 

From  that  contest  the  preeminence  of  Oeneral  Washington 
was  to  be  removed,  and  a  President  was  to  be  chosen.  Jeffer- 
son was  the  choice  of  a  majority  of  the  Republicans ;  but, 
since  the  last  election,  Burr  had  made  surprising  advances  in 
popularity  and  importance.  George  Clinton  was  edipeed. 
Burr  was  everywhere  spoken  of  as  the  Republican  choice  for 
the  second  ofliee,  and  there  were  certainly  a  respectable  num- 
ber of  persons  in  the  country  who  preferred  him  fo^the  firrt. 
We  find  numerous  indications  of  this  in  the  letters  and  papers 
of  the  time.  A  gentleman  writes  from  Boston  to  Hamilton, 
December  9th,  1796:  *^Your  Judge  SmiUi  s^t  letters  to 
some  of  our  electors,  and,  I  believe,  to  New  Hampshire^ 
soliciting  votes  for  Burr  very  strongly,  and  rather  pressing 
for  JciVerson/'  Hamilton  writes  to  Rufus  King  (then  in  Eu- 
rope), December  16th,  1796  :  "Onr  anxiety  has  been  extreme 
on  the  subject  of  tlie  election  for  President.  If  we  may  trust 
our  information,  which  we  have  every  reason  to  trust,  it  is 
now  <leci(led  that  ntither  Jefferson  nor  JBurr  can  bo  Presi- 
dent. *  *  *  The  event  will  not  a  little  mortify  Burr.  Vir- 
ginia has  given  him  only  one  vote." 

We  may  infer  from  this  language,  that  there  was  a  period 
of  thi^  canvass  when  Hamilton,  the  brains  and  nerve  of  tho 
Fi'deral  party,  apprehended  the  possibility  of  Aaron  Burr's 
succeeding  General  Washington  in  the  presi«lential  chair! 

But,  not  to  dwell  upon  this  camjiaign — since  a  more  stirring 
and  a  more  decisive  one  awaits  us — the  result  of  it  was  as  fol- 
lows :  John  A<lams  received  71  votes;  Thomas  J eftereon,  68; 
Thomas  Tinckney,  59;  Aaron  Burr,  «S0 ;  Samuel  Adams,  15; 
Oliver  Kllsworth,  11  ;  (leorge  Clinton,  7  ;  John  Jay,  5;  James 
Iredell,  2  ;  George  Washington,  2  ;  John  Henry,  2  ;  Samuel 
Johnson,  2  ;  G.  G.  l*inekney,  1.  So  John  Adams  became  Pres- 
ident, Thomas  Jeiferson,  Vice-President;  and  Aaron  Burr 
was  eonspieuously  before  the  country  as  a  candidate  for  those 
eovetetl  places.  Gf  tho  80  electoral  votes  cast  for  Burr,  Ten- 
nessee gave  him  3  ;  Kentucky,  4  ;  North  Carolina,  C  ;  Vir- 
ginia, 1 ;  Maryland,  :) ;  Pennsylvania,  i:).    Not  a  vote  did  Le 
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get  from  a  Paritan  State  ;  nor  did  Jefferson.  New  England 
was  as  Federal  as  she  was  Puritanical,  and  bad  no  vote  for  the 
anti-Fuderal  grandson  of  her  Pnritan-in-chief.  This  fact  does 
not  countenance  John  Adamses  emphatic  assertion,  that  the 
capital  upon  which  Burr  embarked  in  the  business  of  politician 
was  the  tame  of  his  father  and  grandfather. 

While  thus  Colonel  Burr  had  been  striding  toward  the  high 
places  of  the  world,  events  of  importance  had  occurred  in  his 
own  household.  Before  entering  upon  the  decisive  period  of 
his  political  life,  let  us  pause  here  for  a  moment  and  see  how 
he  appeared,  in  the  day  of  his  glory,  as  a  husband,  as  a  par- 
ent, and  as  a  master. 

As  years  rolled  on  and  cares  increased,  the  letters  of  Mrs. 
Burr  to  her  husband  became  longer,  and  less  in  the  style  that 
Juliet  would  have  used  in  writing  to  banished  Romeo.  But 
they  were  warm,  confiding,  and  elegant ;  as  his  were  to  her. 
They  were  the  letters  of  a  careful  and  devoted  wife  to  a  hus- 
band she  was  proud  of,  and  desired  above  all  things  to  help 
and  gratify.  To  her  he  confided  every  thing.  His  business 
was  k'fl  partly  in  her  care,  and  with  her  he  conversed  upon 
his  political  plans.  He  sometimes  gave  her  information  to  be 
communicated  to  his  political  friends  in  New  York.  0(*ca- 
sionally,  during  the  session  of  Congress,  he  would  Inirry  away 
apon  the  adjournment  of  .the  Senate  on  Friday,  to  meet  his 
wife  at  Trenton,  and  afler  spending  Saturday  and  Sunday  in 
her  society,  return  on  Sunday  night  to  Philadelphia.  To  the 
last,  she  was  a  happy  wife,  and  he  an  attentive,  fond  husband. 
I  assert  this  jwsitively.  The  contrary  has  been  recently  de- 
clared on  raaiiy  platforms ;  but  I  pronounce  the  assertion  to 
be  one  of  the  thousand  calumnies  with  which  the  memory  of 
this  singular,  amiable,  and  faulty  being  h:is  been  assailed.  No 
one  now  lives  who  can,  of  his  own  personal  knowledge,  speak 
of  the  domestic  life  of  a  lady  who  died  sixty-two  years  ago 
But  there  are  many  still  living  whose  parents  were  most  inti 
mately  conversant  with  the  interior  of  Richmond  Hill,  and 
who  have  heard  narrated  all  the  minute  incidents  of  the  life 
led  therein.  The  last  of  the  old  servants  of  the  family  died 
only  a  short  time  ago ;  and  the  persons  best  acquainted  with 
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the  best  part  of  Burr's  character  are  Blill  walking  these  BtroeU 
His  own  letters  to  bis  witi. — all  ri^s|kfut,  eultvtLitiln,  and  nffi-n- 
lion — uoiifiini  the  poMlive  asseverations  of  tliesc.  I  rc|>eal, 
therefore,  that  Mis.  Burr  lived  aud  died  a  satMed,  a  Dunlidr 
iiig,  a  beloved,  n  trusted  wifu. 

Soon  after  her  hushand  "turned  polltieian,"  her  health, 
never  vigorous,  began  to  fail,  aiid  her  maladies  at  luiigtU  wni. 
oentrated  iiito  a  caucer  of  the  most  virulent  and  ofTensivo  do- 
ficriplion.  She  rmi;rei'ed  loitg  in  anguish,  I{er  husband,  both 
by  personal  atteiilionB  and  by  the  adviue  ivhiub  he  aoii^ht 
fi-oin  the  most  eminent  physiuans,  did  much  to  roiiove  her  raf- 
fortngs — did  all  that  mortal  aid  could  do.  He  studied  her 
case.  He  described  her  Hymptoms  to  hin  friend,  Pr.  Bi-njamin 
Hush,  of  Philadelphia,  and  concerted  with  liitu  n  now  iTvUb- 
ment.  But  nothing  availed  to  stay  the  ravages  of  the  diwane. 
He  proposed  at  one  time  to  leave  Congreitii,  th:it  ho  might  d>v- 
vote  himself  exclusively  to  attending  upon  lier.  Sbe  bosought  . 
him  not  to  do  so,  aiid  ho  remained  in  Pliiladelphia  till  hev  dis- 
ease assumed  a  tbrm  that  threatened  i^pei^dy  dissdliilJun.  Sha 
became,  at  lenf^h,  an  object  most  plUable  to  contemplate ;  and 
in  the  spring  of  1704,  death  relieved  lior  BuSeringa,  and  d^ 
privcd  of  their  mistress  the  heart  and  iiome  of  Aaron  Bnrr. 
Thoy  bad  lived  together  twelve  years — twelve  happy  and  ui- 
uni pliant  years. 

Burr  was  not  given  to  Bontiment.  It  was  bis  principle  not 
to  mourn  over  an  irrevocable  calamity.  "  Tlie  best  complimeqjt 
you  can  pay  me,"  he  used  to  say  to  his  wife,  "  is  to  be  cheerful 
while  I  am  absent."  If  he  did  not  visibly  grieve  over  her 
death,  to  the  last  day  of  Ids  life  he  spoke  of  her  in  ternts  of 
emphatic  and  unqualified  admiration.  Among  the  very  last 
words  bo  ever  spoke,  was  a  sentence  like  this :  "  The  mothw 
of  my  Thco.  was  the  best  woman  and  finest  lady  I  have  ever 

His  daughter,  a  rosy  little  girl  of  eleven,  was  all  that  now 
made  bia  house  a  home.  From  her  Intiincy  his  heart  aad 
niind  bad  been  interested  in  that  most  fascinating  of  emjidoy- 
mentn,  the  culture  of  a  being  tenderly  beloved.  With  what 
nnwcaricd  aswduity  he  pursued  the  sweet  vocation  I    Hial^ 
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ters,  written  from  his  senatorial  desk  at  Philadelphia,  show 
that  his  home  thoughts  were  divided  between  the  sick  mother 
and  the  studious  child ;  and  when  the  mother^s  sufferings  were 
over,  the  daughter's  improvement  absorbed  his  care.  He  pur- 
sued this  darling  object  intelligently.  "  Curaed  effects  of 
£ishionable  education !"  he  writes  to  his  wife,  in  Theodosia's 
tenth  year,  "  of  which  both  sexes  arc  the  advocates,  and 
yours  eminently  the  victims.  If  I  could  foresee  that  iTieo. 
would  become  a  mere  fashionable  woman,  with  all  the  attend- 
ant fiivolity  and  vacuity  of  mind,  adorned  with  whatever 
grace  and  allurement,  I  would  earnestly  pray  God  to  take  her 
forthwith  hence.  But  I  yet  hope,  by  her,  to  convince  the 
world  what  neither  sex  appear  to  believe — that  women  have 
fiouls !" 

He  appears  to  have  gone  to  the  opposite  extreme.  In  her 
tenth  year  she  was  reading  Horace  and  Terence,  in  the  orig- 
inal Latin,  learning  the  Greek  grammar,  speaking  French, 
studying  Gibbon,  practicing  on  the  piano,  taking  lessons  in 
dancing,  and  learning  to  skate.  Like  all  her  race,  slie  Avas 
precocious,  and  was  accounted  a  prodigy,  and  she  really  was  a 
child  of  superior  endowments ;  but  no  girl  often  could  pursue 
such  a  course  of  study  without  hyury.  Doubtless,  the  deli- 
cacy of  her  health,  in  after  years,  was  due  to  this  excess  of 
study  in  childhood.  As  a  child,  however,  she  seemed  to 
thrive  upon  the  too  luxurious  diet ;  for  though  she  had  the 
fiuuily  diminutiveness,  she  was  a  plump,  pretty,  and  blooming 
girl.  The  moral  precocity,  which  is  so  much  more  deadly  than 
mental,  she  escaped,  as  it  apj>ears  she  told  fibs,  begged  off 
from  practicing,  and  was  excessively  fond  of  a  holiday  ;  which 
may  have  kept  Horace  and  Gibbon  from  destroying  her.  The 
plan  of  her  education  was  not  merely  devised  by  her  father, 
but  he  pei*8onally  aided  in  carrying  out  every  part  of  it.  He 
explained  her  lessons,  he  gave  minute  directions  to  her  nu- 
merous instructors,  he  would  have  nothing  learned  by  rote,  he 
encouraged  her  with  commendation,  he  gently  ridiculed  or 
sharply  rebuked  her  indolence.  When  he  was  in  Philadelphia, 
be  required  her  to  write  to  him  frequently.  He  replied  as 
often,  mentioning  each  of  her  mistakes  in  spelling  and  gram- 
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mar,  remarking  ii])on  the  writing  and  style  of  her  last  lettw, 
comparing  it  with  former  efforts,  and  »wBriling  prsiao  nr 
blame,  as  he  thought  she  deaerved.  nis  letters  tn  her  lire 
very  kind,  very  tliouglitful,  very  ingeDiuiia,  ollen  very  wi«> 
and  good. 

Burr  inherited  the  true  pedagogical  instinct.     Ono  of  hU 
epietle?  he  concludes  thna  :  "  Let  me  see  how  handsomely  yon 
can  Bubaci-ibe  your  name  in  your  next  l«ltor,  ftbont  thh  nxe.**  . 
In  another,  he  tells  her  how  much  pleasure  it  would  give  liini  r 
if  she  could  contrive  to  Ing  into  her  luttom  oocatdonally  a  ocrap  ] 
of  Terence,  apropos.     SomelimM  he  exults  ovor  tho  correoi>  J 
ness  of  her  last  letter,  telling  her  Ue  had  showed  it  to  Dr  fl 
Rush,  or  some  other  fri«nd,  who  thought  it  muMt  have  bea  1 
written  by  a  girl  of  sixteen.   lie  reminds  her  to  sit  up  stmigbtt, 
else  she  will  go  iuto  a  oonsnmpUon  ;  and  then  '*  farewell  papH^I 
farewell   pleasure,  farewell  life."     Mo  gives  her  the  mort  nd*  I 
nnte  directions  respecting  the  style  and  arrangement  of  hot  J 
ietlers;  tells  her  th.it  he  never  jiorinil.s  ono  of  hei-s  to  ivniaia 
unanswered  a  single  day,  and  demands  of  her  the  eame  promp- 
titude. 

The  moral  advice  which  he  gives  her  is,  most  of  it,  very  excel- 
lent, lie  insists  upon  her  treating  her  governess  with  the  most 
perfect  respect  and  consideration,  "Iteinember,"  he  says,  "  that 
one  iu  the  situation  of  niadame  has  a  thousand  things  to  fret 
her  temper  ;  and  you  know  that  one  out  of  hnmor  for  any  cauxe 
whatever,  is  apt  to  vent  it  oa  every  person  that  happens  to  be 
in  the  way.  We  must  learn  to  bear  these  things  j  and^  lei 
1  mctell  jn\i,  yhftt,  ynu-will  alwajH  frplinuah  h^fl.tR^,  ^gnnh  hap- 
I  pier,  for  having  borne  with  scroBtty  the_spleeii_QLany  one, 
thanlf  you  had  returned  spleen  (or  apjeen."  Nothing  could 
t  be  beller'than  that.  In  the  same  letter  he  remarks:  "I  have 
often  seen  madame  at  table,  and  other  xitualions,  pay  you  ibe 
utmost  attention,  offer  you  twenty  civilities,  while  yoa  ap- 
peared scarcely  sensible  that  she  was  speaking  to  yon  ;  or,  at 
the  most,  replied  with  a  cold  remercie,  without  even  a  look  ol 
satisfaction  or  complacency.  A  moment's  reflection  will  owi- 
vincc  you  that  this  conduct  will  be  naturally  construed  into  ar^ 
Togance ;  as  if  you  thought  that  all  attention  was  due  to  yoo. 
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and  as  if  you  felt  above  showing  the  least  to  any  body.  I 
know  that  you  abhor  such  sentiments,  and  that  you  are  inca- 
pable of  being  actuated  by  them.  Yet  you  expose  yourself  to 
the  censure  without  intending  or  knowing  it.  I  believe  you 
will  in  future  avoid  it.  Observe  how  Natalie  replies  to  the 
smallest  civility  which  is  offered  to  her."  That,  too,  is  sound 
morality. 

But  there  is,  occasionally,  a  passage  in  his  letters  to  her 
which  has  the  Chesterfieldian  taint.  The  worst  example  of 
this  kind  is  the  following :  "  In  case  you  should  dine  in  com- 
pany with  Mrs. ,  I  will  apprize  you  of  one  circumstance,  by 

a  trifling  attention  to  which  you  may  elevate  yourself  in  her 
esteem.  She  is  a  great  advocate  for  a  very  plain,  rather  ab- 
stemious diet  in  children,  as  you  may  see  by  her  conduct  with 
Miss  Elizabeth.  Be  careful,  therefore,  to  eat  of  but  one  dish  ; 
that  a  plain  roast  or  boiled :  little  or  no  gravy  or  butter,  and 
ven/  sparingly  of  dessert  or  fruit :  not  more  than  half  a  glass 
of  wine ;  and  if  more  of  any  thing  to  eat  or  drink  is  offered, 
decline  it.  If  they  ask  a  reason — Papa  thinks  it  not  good  for 
fW€,  is  the  best  that  can  be  given." 

Theodosia  rewarded  her  father's  solicitude  by  becoming 
the  best  educated  woman  of  her  time  and  country,  as  well 
as  one  of  the  most  estimable.  She  never,  of  course,  com- 
pleted the  conquest  of  Latin  or  Greek,  but  French  she  marie 
entirely  her  own ;  and  wrote  an  English  style  that  could  be 
elegantly  playful,  or  correctly  strong,  as  the  subject  required. 
On  one  occasion,  during  her  father's  public  life,  she  translated, 
for  his  use,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  into  French. 
She  also,  at  his  request,  imdcrtook  the  translation  of  one  of 
Bentham's  works  from  French  into  English,  and  partly  exe- 
cuted it.  Iler  father  never  ceased,  while  she  lived,  to  direct 
and  urge  the  further  improvement  of  her  mind.  From  the 
deepest  abyss  of  his  misfortunes,  he  could  still  say  to  her, 
"  J?c  what  my  heart  desires,  and  it  will  console  me  for  all  the 
evils  of  life."  And  what  a  daughter  was  she  to  him  !  From 
the  age  of  fourteen,  the  engaging  mistress  of  his  household, 
the  companion  of  his  leisure,  the  friend  of  his  mind!  In  other 
dayB|  his  eloquent,  persistent,  fearless,  indomitable  champion! 
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Colonel  Stone,  in  his  life  of  Brant,  the  Indian  chief^  givea 
UR  a  ]>Iea8ant  glimpso  of  Theodosia  Barr  in  her  fourteenth 
year.  She  was  then  a  grown  woman,  and  reigned  anprema 
over  her  father^s  house  during  his  long  absence  at  the  seat  of 
government.  i3rant,  during  one  of  the  closing  years  of  Burr's 
Benatorship,  visited  Philadelphia,  where,  for  some  time,  the 
niagnitioent  Indian  was  a  fashionable  lion.  Colonel  Burr  gave 
him  a  dinner  ])arty,  which  Volney,  Talleyrand,  and  other  nota- 
bilities attended.  The  incidents  of  that  entertainment  used 
to  be  related  by  l>urr  for  forty  years  afler  they  occurred,  and 
they  have  been  communicated  to  me  almost  in  his  own  words. 
But,  unfortunately,  the  chief's  English,  though  innocent,  and 
infinitely  amusing  to  the  guests,  can  not  be  repeated  to  m 
fastidious  public,  and,  therefore,  the  humors  of  that  banquet 
must  remain  for  ever  unrecorded.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the 
Frenchmen  Avere  delip^hted  with  the  lion,  who  roared  his  best 
for  their  ])leasure.  Before  Brant's  leaving  Philadelphia  for 
New  York,  Colonel  Burr  gave  him  a  note  of  introduction  to 
his  daughter,  in  which  he  requested  her  to  show  him  every 
attention. 

"  Miss  Theodosia,'*  says  Colonel  Stone,  who  derived  the  in- 
formation from  Bun- himself,  "received  the  forest-chief  with 
all  the  courtesy  and  hospitality  suggested  ;  and  performed  the 
honors  of  her  father's  house  in  a  manner  that  must  have  been 
as  gratifying  to  her  absent  parent  as  it  was  creditable  to  her- 
self. Among  other  attentions,  she  gave  him  a  dinner  party, 
BcU'cting  for  her  guests  some  of  the  most  eminent  gentlemen 
in  the  city,  amc>ng  whom  were  Bishop  Moore  and  Doctors 
Bard  and  Ilosuck.  In  writing  to  her  father  upon  the  subject, 
ehe  gave  a  long  and  sprightly  account  of  the  entertainment. 
She  said  that,  in  making  the  preliminary  arrangements,  she 
had  been  somewhat  at  a  loss  in  the  selection  of  such  dishes  as 
would  probably  suit  the  palate  of  her  principal  guest.  Being 
A  savage  warrior,  and  in  view  of  the  many  tales  she  had 
heard,  of 

"*Thi^  cannibal.^  that  each  otlier  oat, 

Tho  juithropophjiiri,  and  inoii  whose  heads 
Do  >^ow  Knojith  their  t»hoQlder»|' 
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she  added,  sportively,  that  she  had  a  mind  to  lay  the  hospital 
nndet*  contribution  for  a  human  head  to  be  served  up  like  a 
boar's  head  in  ancient  hall  barbaric.  But,  afler  all,  she  found 
him  a  most  Christian  and  civilized  guest  in  his  manners." 

Dui-ing  these  years  of  greatness.  Colonel  Burr,  like  most 
other  persons  in  his  sphere,  was  an  owner  of  slaves,  who  were 
employed  as  household  servants.  That  he  was  a  kind  and  con- 
siderate master  to  them,  his  lettei-s  to  Theodosia,  and  tfieir 
letters  to  him,  give  touching  evidence.  "  Poor  Tom,"  he 
writes  of  a  servant  who  had  met  with  an  accident,  "  I  hope 
you  take  good  care  of  him.  If  he  is  confined  by  his  leg^  he 
must  pay  the  greater  attention  to  his  reading  and  wriiing.^^  One 
of  his  letters  from  Philadelphia  to  Theodosia,  concludes  thus : 
*'  Alexis  often  bids  me  to  send  you  some  polite  and  respectful 
message  on  his  part,  which  I  have  hitherto  omitted.  He  is  a 
faithful,  good  boy ;  upon  our  return  home  he  hopes  you  will 
teach  liim  to  read."  Another  letter  alludes  pleasantly  to  two 
of  his  servants.  "  Mat's  child,"  he  tells  Theodosia,  "  shall  not 
be  christened  until  you  shall  be  pleased  to  indicate  the  time, 
place,  manner,  and  name.  I  have  promised  Tom  that  he  shall 
take  me  to  Philadelphia,  if  there  be  sleighing.  The  poor  fel- 
low is  almost  crazy  about  it.  He  is  importuning  all  tiie  gods 
for  snow." 

lie  corresponded  with  his  servants,  when  away  from  home. 
Their  letters  to  him  are  very  artless  and  pleasing.  "  We  are 
happy  to  hear,"  says  "  Peggy"  in  one  of  her  letters,  "  that  Sam 
and  George  and  the  horses  are  in  good  order,  and  all  the  fam- 
ily gives  their  love  to  them."  Another  of  Peggy's  epistles 
concludes  thus :  "  But,  master,  I  wish  to  beg  a  favor  of  you  ; 
please  to  grant  it.  I  have  found  there  is  a  day-school,  kej>t 
by  an  elderly  man  and  his  wife,  near  to  our  house,  and  if  mas- 
ter is  Tiilling  that  I  should  go  to  it  fur  two  months,  I  think  it 
would  be  of  great  service  to  me,  and  at  the  same  time  I  will 
not  neglect  my  work  in  the  house,  if  you  please,  sir."  Peggy 
received  an  immediate  answer,  granting  her  request.  She  re- 
plies in  a  few  days :  "  I  go  to  the  school,  since  master  is  will- 
ing, and  I  like  the  teacher  very  much.  He  j>:iys  great  atten- 
tion to  my  learning,  and  I  have  teached  Nancy  her  letters  ever 
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since  you  have  been  gone,  whioh  I  think  will  be  of  as  mndli 
service  to  her  as  if  she  went  to  school.  We  are  all  well  at 
})reseut,  and  I  hope  that  you  are  the  same.''  She  tella  her 
master,  in  the  same  letter,  that  there  has  been  a  report  in  the 
)a|)er  that  he  had  been  wounded  in  a  duel,  and  that  the  fiunily 
were  all  very  uneasy  about  it,  though  the  story  was  not  be- 
ieved  in  the  town.  He  replies  immediately  that  he  is  per* 
fectly  well,  and  has  had  no  quarrel  with  any  one.  He  urges 
lier  to  go  to  school  punctually,  thanks  her  for  teaching  Nancy, 
and  says  he  shall  soon  go  home  and  give  them  all  New  Years* 
presents. 

All  this  is  very  amiable.  There  never  lived,  indeed,  a  more 
eom])lcteIy  amiable  man  than  Aaron  Burr.  Generoos,  thought- 
ful i'or  the  ])leasure  of  others,  careless  of  his  own,  A  pleasant, 
composed,  invincibly  polite  person,  credulous  even,  easily 
taken  in  by  ]>lausible  sharpers,  but  with  these  softer  qualities 
relieved  by  courage,  tact,  and  industry — who  could  have  fore- 
seen  for  such  a  character  the  destiny  he  encountered,  the  iu- 
famv  that  blackens  his  name? 

lUit,  in  this  diflicult  world,  in  this  justly-ordered  universe, 
to  be  amiable  is  not  enouojh. 

An  anecdote,  related  with  cjreat  animation  by  himself,  of 
this  period  of  .his  life,  will  suffice  to  indicate  one  of  his  faults 
ai^ainst  society.  lie  was  sittin^^  in  his  library  reading  one 
day.  A  lady  entered  Avithout  his  perceiving  her,  and  going 
up  softly  behind  his  chair,  gave  him  a  slap  on  the  cheek,  say- 
ing, '*Come,  tell  mo,  what  little  French  girl,  pray,  have  you 
had  here  ?"  The  abruptness  of  the  (piestion,  and  the  positive 
manner  of  the  lady,  deceived  him,  and  ho  doubted  not  she 
had  made  the  discovery.  lie  adni'tted  the  fact.  Whereupon, 
his  fair  in([uisitress  burst  into  loud  laughter  at  the  success  of 
her  art i lice,  which  she  was  induced  to  play  off  u])on  him  from 
the  mere  circumstance  of  having  smelt  musk  in  the  room. 

Upon  this  and  other  points  there  will  be  time  to  enlarge 
when  we  reach  the  expiatory  years  of  his  life.  At  present,  we 
must  attend  to  the  affairs  of  the  nation. 
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Pt>LiTiCH  —  Hamilton* — Jeffeb»ox — Tiir  tone  of  Society  on  Jeffrrsom^s  rb- 
TURN  from  Frajice  — The  Differkmoes  between  Hamilton  asi>  Jefferson  ~ 
BisB  of  tub  Dbmocratio  Pabtt— *Joun  Adams  —  Public  Excitement  in  1798. 

It  was  the  fortune  of  Aaron  Burr  to  contribute,  in  a  re- 
markable manner,  to  the  first  triumph  of  his  party.  That  the 
reader,  not  fresh  in  the  early  history  of  liis  country,  may  un- 
derstand the  importance  of  tliat  triumph,  it  is  necessary  that 
he  should  be  informed  or  reminded  of  the  state  of  parties,  and 
the  feeling  of  the  country,  and  of  tlie  character  of  certain  lead- 
ing pei*sons  who  flourished  at  that  time.  This  cha[)ter,  then, 
is  to  be  a  digression — to  be  skipped  by  a  reader  who  is  ia 
haste. 

"  Whig  and  Tory  belong  to  natural  history,"  Mr.  Jefferson 
used  to  say.  This  truth,  tliat  free  communities  naturally  di- 
vide into  two  parties,  one  in  favor  of  keepincr  things  as  they 
are,  the  other  strenuous  for  making  them  better  than  they  are, 
simplifies  the  study  of  political  history,  and  should  always  bo  / 
borne  in  mind  by  the  student.  It  is  not  an  infallible  guide  ^ 
through  the  labyrinth  of  party  politics,  but  it  greatly  assists 
the  groping  explorer. 

An  historian  might  divide  our  political  history  into  three 
]>eriods.  The  first  began  with  the  adoj)tion  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  ended  with  the  election  of  Jefferson  ;  a  period 
which,  in  the  recent  language  of  Mr.  Seward,  "  gave  to  the 
country  a  complete  emancipation  of  the  masses  from  the  dom- 
ination of  classes."  The  second  began  with  Jefforson,  and 
ended  with  the  annexation  of  Texas.  This  was  the  period  of 
peaceful  democratic  rule,  the  fruit  of  Jefferson's  ideas  and 
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Bnrr'a  tactics.    The  third  period  began  with  Teia»s  *"3  ^nU 

end  with  llie  tinnl  sollloment  of  the  sidvery  problem.  We 
li:ive  imw  to  i\(>  iiiily  with  that  eventful  twelve  years  when  the 
iiuw  dLiiiooraliu  idi'as  contended  with  old  Ciistona  and  old 
Thought  in  this  coinitry.  It  was  eminently  a  period  of  "  bad 
leehn^ ;"  as  periods  uro  .tpt  to  be  in  which  naiTOW  opinion)^ 
anil  the  narrow  vli'tues  lliat  grow  out  of  them,  are  rudely  aa- 
Biiileii  by  the  iarjjer,  halt-comprehended  ideas  of  a  greater  lime 
Cimiiii^.  To  ijive  an  adequate  picture  of  that  eventful  and 
most  interesting  lime  would  require  a  vohune,  and  a  genius. 
A  feiv-  Lclinipses  are  all  that  can  bo  afforded  here. 

Until  (ieorge  III.  bcpm  to  reign  (1760),  the  polilical  parties 
of  the  American  colonies  were  about  tlie  same  as  those  of 
KiV'huid.  John  Adams,  who  could  himself  remember  as  fiir 
back  n.s  1 1i5,  lias  a  gre.it  deal  to  say,  in  his  dinrioa  and  letters, 
alHHiL  jiarlifs  and  paniziins  in  AmerieA  before  the  Ilevolulion. 
IJesiiles  Whifis  and  Tories,  he  records  there  was  a  party  for 
the  I'nti'.mki'  in  tiic  colonics.  One  of  liis  letters  oontains  the 
fijIIowiuLC  |i.iis:i;,'e  :  "  You  Euiy,  our  divisions  began  with  Fed- 
eralism and  iinti-l'ederalism.     Alas!  they  began  with  human 
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Sensible  king !  But,  early  in  the  next  reign,  the  "  minis- 
ters, governors,  planters,  and  projectors"  began  to  have  their 
way ;  and  from  that  moment  began  the  history  of  parties  in 
America.  How  slow  the  loyal  colonists  were  to  resist,  or 
even  to  remonstrate !  "  No  king,"  wrote  Joseph  Reed,  in 
1774,  "  ever  had  more  loyal  subjects,  nor  any  country  more 
affectionate  colonists  than  the  Americans  were,  I,  who  am 
but  a  young  man,  remember  when  the  king  was  always  men- 
tioned with  a  respect  approaching  to  adoration,  and  to  be  an 
Englishman  was  alone  a  sufficient  recommendation  to  any 
office  or  civility.  But  I  confess,  with  the  greatest  concern, 
that  those  happy  days  seem  switlly  passing  away." 

In  the  year  preparatory  of  the  Revolution,  Whig  and  Tory 
were  words  of  meaning.  Shall  we  submit?  Shall  we  re- 
sist ?  The  issue  was  marked.  Beginning  with  a  minority  of 
one,  the  party  for  resistance  gathered  strength  with  every 
new  aggression,  till,  in  1776,  two  thirds  of  the  native  colo- 
nists, as  John  Adams  computed,  were  in  favor  of  independ- 
ency. Tioo  thirds  I  not  more  ;  as  any  student  of  the  period 
will  soon  discern.  In  1777,  it  is  questionable  if  the  Whigs 
were  even  in  a  majority.  We  read  without  surjnise,  for  hu- 
man nature  is  human  nature  even  in  the  most  heroic  times, 
that  when  the  British  army  was  approaching,  people  h^istened 
to  nail  a  rag  of  Tory  red  to  their  front  doors,  and  when  the* 
patriot  army  marched  by,  the  rags  of  the  whole  region  turned 
blue. 

The  war  ended.  Blue  was  in  the  ascendant,  and  Red  was 
nowhere.  The  active  rich  Tories  fled  ;  the  active  poor  To- 
ries, cowed  and  suppliant,  became,  as  we  have  seen,  a  bone  of 
contention  with  the  exultant  Whigs.  Human  nature  asserted 
itself,  and  again  there  were  two  parties  in  the  country.  In 
the  numberless  suits  and  questions  that  arose  in  the  State  of 
New  York  respecting  the  property  and  rights  of  the  ex-Tories, 
Hamilton  and  hisSchuylers  were  the  chamjnona  of  a  defeated, 
a  prostrate  faction.  Burr  and  the  CUntons  were  the  defend- 
ers of  the  doctrine  that  to  the  victors  belonged  the  spoils  of 
victory. 

Next  arose  the  great  question  of  the  acceptance  or  rejec- 
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tion  of  thG  ConstilulioTi.  After  a  period  tif  ilnnbt  And  stm;^ 
gle,  tlie  iiilensity  of  which  llie  average  modern  reader  con 
know  nothing  alioiit,  beoauae  the  hisloiijiii  liiw  mit  yel 
emerged  wlio  cnn  tell  the  story,  the  Conxtitntioti  vi-as  ac- 
cepted, Slid  set  til  motion.  The  battle  tht-ti  BiibHJded,  Iiut  dlil 
not  wiisc.  Tlie  null-Federalists  still  claniored  for  amend in<fntJ<. 
They  thought  the  eentral  government  too  Htrong,  too  imim** 
iog,  too  Bi-iliah.  It  reduced  the  iinportnnco  of  ttw  StatM. 
A  Governor,  who  had  held  liis  )icail  high  above  nil  mnn'ii,  wu 
an  insigntticnnt  ofliuial  in  eomparinon  witli  the  I'iubident  or 
THE  United  States!  The  Federaliaia,  on  the  contrary,  thought 
the  government  fnlnlly  ineflincnt.  It  lieunme,  however,  tlio 
general  desire,  tliat  the  Constitution,  such  as  it  wflA,  shoold 
have,  at  least,  a  fuir  trial.  With  that  feeling,  Waxiiingtnn 
turned  liis  back  upon  the  home  wiiere  he  was  nlorio  a  conleiitpj 
man,  and  journeyed  with  heavy  heart  to  Now  York  to  orgai^ 
ize  the  new  government. 

It  must  be  mentioned  lh;il  ilio  coutitfj  was  still  ivri/  fCn- 
fflieh.  Social  distinctions  were  marked  and  undltputed,  and 
a  gintlem.m  was  a'gentleman.  There  were  great  land-owners 
in  the  interior  wlio  held  the  position  in  society  that  country 
gentlemen  now  do  in  England.  They  had  numerous  tenants ; 
they' were  justices  of  the  peace ;  they  were  elected,  as  a  matter 
«R>f  course,  to  the  legislatui'e ;  they  were  the  gentry  of  the 
country,  to  whom  tlie  country,  without  a  rebelliotu  thought, 
took  oft' its  lint.  "Society"  in  the  cities  was  exclusive.  It 
consisted  of  a  few  great  families,  who  admitted  within  their 
circle  only  officiata  and  other  consequential  persons.  A  gentle- 
man wai  really  an  imposing  figure  at  that  day.  Years  alter  the 
Revolution,  John  Hancock  dressed  in  a  style  that  now,  even 
upon  the  stngc,  we  should  tlunk  rather  extravagant.  TTpon 
hJ8  powdered  and  pig-tailed  head,  he  wore  a  cap  of  red  velvet, 
wliieh  covered,  without  concealing,  one  of  white  cambric ;  the 
cambric  being  turned  over  the  velvet,  and  forming  a  border 
two  inches  wide.  A  bine  damask  gown,  lined  with  silk,  a 
white  stock,  a  white  satin  onibroliiered  waistcoat,  black  satin 
breeches,  white  silk  stockings,  red  morocco  slippers,  silver 
buckles  at  knee  and  instep,  were  other  artides  of  his  attire.      ' 

L  .4' 
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Above  all  there  was  in  his  manner  a  mingled  dignity  and  sweet- 
ness, wliich  was  not  rare  at  that  time,  but  the  very  tradition 
of  which  is  now  scarcely  known  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  Politeness  was  one  of  the  excluvsive,  superficial  good 
things  which  democracy  had  rudely  to  destroy,  in  order  that 
a  deeper  and  better  politeness  might  become  possible  and  toil- 
versal ;  a  politeness  without  any  lies  in- it. 

The  power  of  the  "gentry"  was,  of  course,  lessened  by  the 
Revolution.  They  had  never  been  a  numerous  class  in  the 
colonies;  and  the  Revolution  ruined  perhaps  one  half  of 
them.  Tlie  peace  drove  a  large  number  to  Canada  and  En- 
gland. The  young  nation,  therefore,  over  which  Washington 
presided,  was  a  nation  of  rustics,  but  rustics  who  had,  as  yet, 
but  dim  perceptions  of  their  rights  and  power,  rustics  habitu- 
ated to  take  off  their  hats  to  gentlemen  who  were  got  up  re- 
gardless of  expense,  and  who  rode  about  in  chariots  drawn  by 
four  horses,  or  by  six. 

The  French  Revolution  Avoko  the  dozing  giant. 

The  first  delirium  over,  the  French  had  to  fight  a  continent 
in  arms,  and  during  that  enormous  contest  there  could  not  be 
a  neutral  heart.  American  politics,  in  tliose  years,  resolved 
themselves  into  this  all-including  question,  Which  side  shall 
we  take  f  Or,  which  nation  shall  our  young  republic  sfdopt 
as  ally  and  exemplar^  France  or  England  ?  w 

Fear  intensified  the  excitement  with  which  this  question 
was  discussed  ;  for  the  nation  was  not  yet  powerful ;  it  was  a 
boy  looking  on  while  giants  wrestled.  Every  one  feared  for 
the  stability  of  the  new,  the  untried  government.  Some 
thought  it  would  dissolve  into  anarchy  ;  others,  that  it  would 
degenerate  into  monarchy;  some  lived  in  terror  of  war; 
others  foreboded  national  bankruptcy.  Nothing  but  an  all- 
pervading  and  constantly-operating  fear  could,  I  think,  have 
wrought  up  the  two  parties  into  such  a  frenzy.  This  genera- 
tion has  witnessed  the  landing  on  these  shores,  amid  the 
salute  of  a  thousand  guns,  and  the  cheers  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand excited  spectators,  of  the  orator  Kossuth.  From  that 
great  furore,  judge  of  the  nation's  delirium  when,  to  its  natural 
sympathy  with  ft  beloved  nation  struggling  against  despots, 
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was  nddcd  a  fear  of  being  drawn  into  the  madlatrom  of  their 
pro(iigioiis  warfare.  The  ardent  sonls,  I  know,  denred  ^hia; 
as  i\ui  same  temperaments  were  for  drawing  the  sword  in  de- 
fense of  Hungary.  But  the  nation  knew  better ;  knew  that 
peace  was  its  ojili/  policy.  In  time,  too,  came  slights,  insults, 
injuries,  first  from  one  belligerent,  then  from  the  other,  to 
mingle  rage  with  the  other  inflamed  iiassionH, 

At  the  seat  of  government,  daring  this  excitement,  there 
were  four  men  of  more  importance  than  any  others,  as  well 
from  their  great  characters  as  their  great  places.  These  were 
Washington,  Hamilton,  Adams,  and  Jefferson.  Of  Washing 
ton  I  need  not  speak.  For  sixty  years,  the  object  of  the  un* 
discriminating  eulogy  of  politicians  and  rhetoricians,  who  have 
sought  to  use  his  vast  popularity* for  their  own  purposes,  the 
character  of  the  man  has  been  so  obscured,  that  to  only  the 
most  studious  eyes  can  it  now  become  discernible.  By  claim- 
ing for  him  every  excellence  known  to  human  nature,  his  true 
glory  is  sacriticed,  and  the  benefit  of  his  great  example  nquau- 
dered.  But  I  am  not  to  sjieak  of  him,  and  need  not,  for  the 
part  he  phiyed  in  this  drama  was  more  passive  than  active, 
lie  was  the  Rock  to  whicli  tlie  ship  of  State  was  moored.  The 
great  measures  of  liis  administration  were  devised  by  Ilamil- 
ton,  his  first  Secretary  of  the  Trejisury,  who  was  the  real  ruler 
of  tlie  country  duiing  all  these  twelve  years'  of  democracy's 
struggle  for  8uj)remacy. 

Alexander  Hamilton  was  a  shining  specimen  of  a  class  of 
characters  which  Great  Britain  produces  in  numbers:  men  of 
administrative  ability,  of  active,  suggestive  intellects,  but  of 
understandings  that  will  not  admit  a  revolutionary  idea — that 
is,  an  idea  really  in  advance  of  their  time.  These  men  wield 
the  tools  of  government  with  dexterity  ;  with  pertinacity  they 
cling  to  the  old  methods.  Hamilton,  it  must  be  ever  remem- 
bered, was  no  AmerioAn ;  he  never  understood  America ;  and, 
as  he  himself  confessed,  he  was  "not  the  man  for  America." 
The  P2nglish  government  was  his  ideal;  his  dream  was  to 
make  America  a  larger  and  better  England.     He  was  for  a 

*  BuAis  King  wrote  to  HainiltOQ  from  London,  that  the  mast  popular  mon 
41  Englaod  were,  firet^  GeoiKO  III.,  and,  next  to  liini,  George  Waahiugton. 


THB    BBA    OF    BAD    FBBLINQ.  213 

strong,  a  regnlar,  an  imposing  government ;  be  supported 
General  Washington  in  his  levees,  his  state  dinners,  hia 
speeches  to  Congress,  his  birth-day  celebrations,  and  the  other 
forms  which  reminded  the  Republican  party  of  a  royal  court. 
He  thought  the  interested  support  of  the  wealthy  classes  wa? 
necessary  to  a  strong  government.  lie  was  exactly  as  much 
of  a  Democrat  as  George  III.  or  William  Pitt.  In  the  people 
he  had  no  faith  ;  and  thought  it  vain  to  attempt  to  convince 
them  by  argument  and  fact ;  the  mob  was  an  unreasoning 
child,  to  be  coaxed,  flattered,  used,  and,  above  all,  governed. 
This  enormous  blasphemy  against  God's  image  he  repeats, 
in  great  variety  of  phrase,  in  his  private  letters.  "  You  are 
your  own  worst  enemies,"  he  once  said,  in  a  stump  speech,  to 
the  people  of  this  city. 

The  basis  of  Hamilton's  moral  character  was  noble  and  dis- 
interested ;  no  man  more  honorable  in  his  feelings  than  he ; 
none  more  generous  or  more  kind.  He  loved  the  country  of 
his  adoption,  and  would  have  died  to  save  it ;  that  is,  to  con- 
vert it  permanently  to  his  way  of  thinking.  He  was  confident 
that  the  "  crazy  old  hulk  of  a  Constitution,"  as  he  used  to 
term  it,  could  not  last.  A  crisis  was  approaching.  When  it 
arrived,  then  the  Federalists  woold  save  their  country  by  givr 
ing  it  a  government  that  could  govern.  But  Hamilton  was " 
an  honorable  man  :  he  would  stand,  he  said,  resolutely  by  the 
Constitution  till  the  old  hulk  did^o  down ;  it  should  have  the 
fairest  of  fair  trials.  lie  was  morbidly  in  earnest.  Gouverneur 
Morris,  who  loved  the  man,  says,  in  one  of  his  letters,  "  Our 
poor  friend,  Hamilton,  bestrode  his  hobby,  to  the  great  an- 
noyance of  his  friends."  Hamilton  had  no  great  hold  upon  the 
people  except  as  the  man  trusted  and  preferred  by  Washing- 
ton. I  think  Washington  liked  him  better  than  any  man  in 
the  United  States ;  for  Hamilton,  too,  was  an  honest  man,  and 
he  had,  what  the  President  had  not,  a  raj)idiy-suggestive  mind, 
and  a  fluent  tongue.  Honest,  I  say  ;  but  not  honest  as  Wash- 
ington was  honest.  In  the  maddest  party  contentions,  Wash- 
ington's integrity  was  never  shaken,  nor  questioned,  except 
by  fools.  But  in  the  strife  of  parties,  Hamilton  did,  more  than 
once,  more  than  twice,  advise  measures  which  no  man  will 
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now  defcr.ci.  He  had  the  foible,  so  oommon  in  this  coantry 
after  the  lievohition,  of  valuing  himself  chiefly  upon  his  mili- 
tary talents.  He  had  also  the  soldierly  weakness  with  regard 
to  women.  His  passions  were  warm,  and  he  indulged  them ; 
but  not,  as  is  olleii  whl<ipered,  and  sometimes  printed,  to  the 
extent  of  proiligacy.  He  loved  lovely  women,  and  lovely  wo- 
men loved  liim.  In  one  notorious  instance,  probably  in  other 
instances,  his  passions  led  him  astray. 

The  lull-length  portrait  of  Hamilton,  painted  by  Tmmboll 
for  tlie  city  of  New  York,  which  used  to  adorn  the  old  Ei- 
cliange,  and  was  snatched,  damaged,  from  the  great  fire  ot 
1885,  is  preserved  at  the  Library  of  the  New  York  ffistorioal 
S(»ciety.  The  picture  is  precious,  and  should  be  either  r^ 
stored  or  copied.  Within  these  few  years,  Mrs.  Hamilton 
stood  before  it,  and  prononnccd  it  ^'  a  good  likeness  of  the 
general.''  On  the  torn  canvai»,  we  diHccm  a  slight,  erect, 
uitrler-sizetl,  elegant  figure,  with  a  bright,  rosy  face ;  a  man, 
one  would  think,  more  fitted  to  shine  on  the  battle-field  and 
in  tlie  drawing-room,  than  in  an  office  with  a  hundred  clerks 
around  him.* 

A  writer  who  saw  Hamilton,  describes  him  in  these  words ; 
"He  was  expected  one  (hi^it  dinner,  and  was  the  last  who 
came.  Wlicn  lie  entered  the  room,  it  was  apparent,  from  the 
respectful  attention  of  the  company,  tliat  ho  was  a  distin- 
guished individual.  He  was  dressed  in  a  blue  coat,  with 
bright  buttons ;  the  skirts  of  his  coat  were  unusually  long. 
He  wore  a  wliite  waistcoat,  black  silk  small-dot hes,  white  silk 
stockings.  The  gentleman  who  received  him  Jis  a  guest,  in- 
troduced him  to  such  of  the  company  as  were  strangers  to 

*  Tlic  bnst  of  ITainiltoii  liy  Comicci  in  tlio  Philaflolphia  Academy  of  Fine 
Arts  sliows  iLs  a  (UH'onMit  i'msi.  The  f-atarcs  aro  ffixxi  euoiifch,  but  uot  Ubcr 
ully  (iisiKwt'd ;  a  somcwliat  coiitnu'te.!  couiiteiiaucv,  witli  slightly  ovurbang^ 
liiy  f<>n.'he;vl,  and  a  mass  ofprnjH'llinj:  r;>roo  h»hin  I  tin.*  card.  There  is  also  a 
irii  .aliin.*  nf  Ilaniilfon  in  tliis  city,  paintiMl  lK>:n  lifo,  whicii  exhibits  asi*n<tual 
fjilhu'r'S  of  eiu'C'k  anl  cliin.  It  Is  an  instaiiw  of  the  unreliablcuess  of  bistonr, 
that  of  tiio  nix  most  acoossiblc  ]jorlnutH  of  Hamilton,  only  two  (and  thuee 
tbu  worbt  pictures)  look  as  if  they  wore  dodigued  to  roscinblo  the  sam# 
pcnou. 
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him ;  to  each  he  made  a  formal  bow,  bending  very  low,  the 
ceremony  of  shaking  hands  not  being  observed.  Tlie  fame 
of  Hamilton  had  reached  every  one  who  knew  any  thing  of 
public  men.  His  a})pearance  and  deportment  accorded  with 
the  dignified  distinction  to  which  he  had  attained  in  public 
opinion.  At  dinner,  whenever  he  engaged  in  the  conversa- 
tion, every  one  listened  attentively.  His  mode  of  speaking 
was  deliberate  and  serious  ;  and  his  voice  engagingly  pleasant. 
In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  he  was  in  a  mixed  assembly 
of  both  sexes ;  and  the  tranquil  reserve  noticed  at  the  din- 
ner table,  had  given  place  to  a  social  and  playful  manner,  as 
though  in  this  he  was  alone  ambitious  to  excel." 

A  man  thus  endowed,  and  possessing  a  Scotch  tenacity  of  pur- 
pose, can  not  but  powerfully  affect  the  opinions  of  the  society 
of  which  he  is  a  leader  and  an  ornament.  Hamilton  did.  Be- 
sides being  the  soul  and  intellect  of  the  Federal  party,  he  gave 
to  the  upper  society  of  the  cities  its  tone  and  tendency. 

But  there  was  another  man  of  iileas,  of  will,  and  of  talent, 
acting  conspicuously  upon  the  scene ;  Thomas  Jeiferson,  Sec-r' 
r  retary  of  State.  This  man,  a  gentleman  by  birth,  a  Demo-l 
I  crat  from  conviction,  a  reflective  })hilanthropist  by  disposition,! 
I  had  been  abroad  from  1785  to  1789,  and  so  escaped  the  travail  \ 
Y>f  Constitution-making.  He  left  his  country  while  its  natural 
tendencies  to  Republicanism  were  at  full  tide.  He  found 
France  heaving  with  the  coming  earth(|uake.  With  his  own 
eyes  he  saw  the  haggard,  thistle-eating  peasants.  With  hi» 
own  hand  he  felt  and  weighed  the  sorry  morsels  of  black 
bread  that  mothers  gave  to  hungry  children.  In  his  journeys 
through  fair  France,  he  was  much  in  the  peasants*  hovels,  and 
looked  with  a  wrathful  brother's  eyes  upon  those  mean  abodes. 
On  the  sly,  when  the  good  woman's  face  was  turned,  we  see 
this  singular  gentleman  feeling  the  bed  upon  which  he  had 
taken  care  to  sit,  to  ascertain  its  material  and  quality,  and 
looking  into  the  pot  to  see  what  the  poor  wretch  was  cooking 
for  her  children's  dinner.  His  office  of  embassador  made  him 
a  resident  of  ch&teaus  and  a  frequenter  of  courts,  and  he 
could  see  precisely  how  much  of  natural  right  the  puny  seig- 
neurs and  stolid  monseigneurs  had  to  lord  it  over  the  sons  of 


*L 
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toil.     Tlie  "J'olii/  of  heaping  importatire  upon  ultotx"  hoama  " 
exceedbgly  tliar  to  Thomrut  Jift'urson.     Ho  was  one  of  tliou 
rare  Americniis  whom  &  Europoau    tour  has  iinttnitftcd  and 

'  oonSrmed  in  humane  prinoipliia,  nul  efiVntin^cT^ulJjrTnoluil. 

'  In  person,  as  i[i  obaracter,  JoHItsoh  was  a  contnut  to  Uam- 
ilton.  lie  was  a  tail  man,  six  fuel  one  iu  atatme,  it  U  mud ; 
well  enougli  proportioned,  but  not  of  A  comjiiict,  encrgotio 
build.  His  legs  wore  long,  and  *.'<inod  loose-jointed. 
Welsh  extraction  showed  it>wlf  in  reddish  flaxan  hair,  i 
complexion,  blue  eyes,  and  a  general  Celtic  eiist  of  foattn 
His  manner,  says  tradition,  was  plain  und  friendly,  not  polid 
nor  imposing.  lie  was  a  good-tempered  man,  and  his  wiitinj 
RS  we  see,  are  calm  and  flowing.  But  there  wim  fira  in  Thoitti 
Jefferson.  Under  the  cold  sur&uo  of  somo  of  his  letters^  \ 
oau  see  the  lava  of  his  conviotions  flawing  while  hot.  He  9 
no  orator  :  he  never  made  A  Speech,  I  believe.  Hist  influeoil 
was  owing  entirely  to  his  character,  his  social  rank,  .ind,  abwi 
all,  to  the  accordance  of  his  convictions  with  iJif  insiim-is  of  llie 
people  of  the  United  Slates.  Jeflerson  was  eminently  a  man 
of  opinions,  as  dislingiiislied  from  action,  as  Hamilton  was  a  man 
of  aetiun,  as  distinguished  from  opinion.  "  Tliought,"  says 
Goethe,  "expands:  aclioa  narrows."  Jefferson  had  all  the 
brendth  mid  liberality  wliich . enlightened  opinion  bestows ;  bat 
in  devising  measures  and  carrying  on  the  actual  business  «f 
governing  a  Stale,  he  would  have  been  excelled,  perhaps,  by 
Hamilton.  In  the  revoluiionary  war,  the  ardent,  executive 
spiiits  of  the  country  songht  glory  in  the  field.  But  Jeffer- 
son, the  scholar,  the  philosopher,  the  juiist,  remained  a  civilian 
to  the  last,  and  seryed  his  country  only  with  his  name,  Ms 
mind,  antl  his  pen.  This  faot,  in  connection  with  another, 
namely,  that  he  was  only  thirty  years  old  when  the  war  broke 
out,  indicates  the  man  of  books.  At  all  periods  of  his  lifii, 
war  and  violence  wero  abhorrent  to  this 'contemplative  lo«er 
of  his  species,  -*' 

It  is  the  fashion  now  to  underrate  Mr.  Jefferson,  In  the 
saloons  of  our  Historical  Societies,  iu  the  volumes  of  Mr.  Hit- 
dreth's  History  of  the  United  Suites,  and,  indeed,  in  most 
polite  (uroles  and  books  of  the  present  time,  the  oh&rsotcr  of 
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the  Great  Democrat  fares  ill.  The  polite  circles  and  books  of 
the  United  States  have  never  sympathized  with  what  alono 
makes  the  United  States  a  nation  of  promise.  And  Thomas 
Jefferson,  like  General  Washington,  has  been  for  fifty  years 
the  victim  of  incessant  eulogy.  The  student  of  history,  there- 
fore, sits  down  to  the  investigation  of  his  life  and  character 
with  a  feeling  of  weariness  and  disgust,  expecting  to  find  him 
as  complete  a  disappointment  as  other  great  names  of  that 
period  prove  to  be  on  close  examination.  But  no  ;  Jefferson, 
to  the  surprise  of  the  reader  of  his  works,  is  discovered  to  bo' 
a  person  of  original  and  solid  merit.  lie  more  than  shared  the 
enlightenment  of  the  foremost  man  of  his  age  ;  he  was  in  ad- 
vance of  his  age ;  his  country  has  not  yet  come  up  to  Thomas 
Jefferson.  If  to  General  Washington,  more  than  to  any  other 
man,  this  young  nation  owes  its  existence,  to  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son, more  than  to  any  other  man,  it  owes  the  peaceful  preser- 
vation of  its  grand  peculiarity.  Faults,  indeed,  he  had,  and 
faults  he  committed.  An  inexecutive  man  in  an  executive  sta- 
tion is  sure  to  make  mistakes.  But  his  merits  and  services, 
immense  and  various,  almost  beyond  example,  fill  me  with  grat- 
itude and  admiration — sinner  as  he  was  against  my  poor  hero. 

Longing  for  his  native  fields,  Jefferson  left  France  in  the 
glorious  year  of  the  Bastile,  and  came  home  to  Virginia.  He 
liad  no  misgivings  about  the  Revolution  :  he  understood  and 
loved  the  Revolution.  Before  that  purifying  storm  had  burst 
ni)on  an  astounded  world,  he  had  watched  and  hailed  the  signs 
that  foretold  the  coming  vindication  of  the  rights  of  man. 
Up  to  the  time  of  his  leaving  France,  the  Revolution  had  worn 
only  its  nobler  aspects,  and  he  sympathized  with  it,  heart  and 
intellect. 

He  reached  Virginia,  and  w.as  summoned  soon  by  General 
Washington  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State.  With  un 
feigned  reluctance  (for  he  was  an  enthusi:ist  in  agriculture)  he 
lefl  his  ample  estates  and  came  to  New  York  to  join  the  new 
government.  There  he  met  with  a  surprise.  But  let  us  quote 
hi8  own  language : 

**I  returned  from  the  French  mission,"  says  Mr.  Jefferson, 
**in  the  first  year  of  the  new  government,  having  landed 
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in  Vii'Tinia  in  December,  1789,  and  prooeeded  to  Kwr 
Yurk  ill  Mnicli,  1790,  to  enter  on  the  offioe  of  Seoretarf 
tit'  Stnti.-.  Here,  uertaiiily,  I  found  a  BUte  of  things  whidi, 
of  all  I  \mi  ever  contemplated,  I  the  leant  expootad.  I 
hail  It'tl  FniiK-c  in  the  first  year  of  her  Revolution,  in  the 
lunor  of  ii.itiorial  rights  and  seal  for  refbmution.  My  vm- 
M-ioiituiiiM  iI<;v<)iiori  to  those  rights  could  not  be  heightened 
but  it  hu(]  been  nroiised  and  ex<»ted  by  daily  eieroiae.  1^ 
I'reitidciit  received  me  cordially,  and  my  oolleaguea,  and  the 
vit\-]ti  of  i)ririui|i.il  citizens,  apparently  with  weloome,  Hm 
coui-teKies  of  dinner  paities  given  me,  as  a  ttranger  newly 
arrived  nnioiig  them,  placed  me  at  once  in  their  &nu1lar  Booi- 
cty.  Kilt  I  can  not  describe  the  vonder  and  raortifioKtion 
will)  wliich  the  table  conversations  filled  me.  Pdlitioi  vera 
the  eliii^f  logiie,  and  a  preference  of  kingly  over  repabtiuu 
goveinnieiit  w.in  evidently  the  &vorite  sentiment.  An  apo^ 
tate  I  eoujd  not  be,  Tior  yet  a  hypocrite  ;  and  I  found  myself 
for  tlie  most  [inrt,  the  only  advueute  on  the  republican  side  of 
the  (J  I  lest  ion." 

Mr.  .lelTerson  records  part  of  the  conversation  which  pa»«e4l 
ill  n  caliiiu't  dinner  at  iWis  period — present,  himsellj  Mr.  Adams, 
»iid  Mr.  II iltoti: 

"  At'ier  the  cloth  was  removed,  tind  one  question  nrjTiied  and 
iliHinissiid,  convei-Hiilicjn  bepin  on  oilier  matters,  and  by  m>me 
ciiviiiiisiancu  w:is  led  to  tlie  Hriiish  Con  stl  it  ill  ion,  on  which  Mr. 
AdaiiM  observed,  '  Purge  lliut  constitution  of  its  eornipuon, 
:ind  give  to  its  |ni[)iil:ir  branch  e{iiia)Uy  of  representation,  and 
it  would  be  tlie  most  iicileul  constitution  ever  devised  by  the 

'■  Ilamillon  paused  and  said,  '  Purge  it  of  its  cormptton, 
and  give  to  ila  popubr  brunch  equality  of  rep  rose  illation,  and 
it  Hou!d  heeonic  an  imjtractictili/6  govcniment :  as  it  stands 
al  ])t'eseiit,  uilli  all  its  supposed  defectis  it  is  the  most  peni.>ct 
goveiiuueiit  wliic.li  ever  existed,' 

"And  this  was  assuredly  the  exact  line  which  wpnrntod 
the  political  creeds  of  these  two  ueutlemen.  The  one  was  for 
two  hereditary  branches,  and  an  honest  elective  one;  the 
other,  for  a  hereditary  king,  with  a  Ilousc  of  Lords  and  Com- 
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nons  corrupted  to  his  will,  and  standing  between  bira  and  the 
mople.  Uaniiiton  was  indeed  a  singular  character.  Of  acute 
understanding,  disinterested,  honest,  and  honorable  in  all  ])ri- 
vate  transactions,  amiable  in  society,  and  duly  valuing  virtue 
in  private  life,  yet  so  bewitched  and  perverted  by  the  British 
example,  as  to  be  under  thorough  conviction  that  corruption 
was  essential  to  the  government  of  a  nation.  Mr.  Adams  had 
originally  been  a  Republican.  The  glare  of  royalty  and  no- 
bility, during  his  mission  to  England,  had  made  him  believe 
their  fascination  a  necessary  ingredient  in  government." 

Hamilton  and  Jefferson  could  not  be  an  harmonious  pair 
of  cabinet  ministers.  Hamilton  hated,  Jefferson  loved,  the 
French  Revolution.*  Hamilton  approved,  Jefferson  detested 
the  monarchizing  forms  of  Washington's  administrations. 
Hamilton  was  for  a  strong  and  overshadowing  federal  gov- 
ernment ;  Jefferson  was  strenuous  for  the  independence  of  the 
States.  Hamilton  was  in  favor  of  high  salaries  and  a  gen- 
eral liberality  of  expenditure  ;  Jefferson,  liberal  with  his  own 
money,  was  penurious  in  expending  the  people's.  Hamilton 
desired  a  powerful  standing  army ;  Jefferson  was  for  relying 
chiefly  u|)on  an  impaid,  patriotic  militia.  Hamilton  would  have 
had  our  embassadors  live  at  foreign  courts,  in  a  style  similar 
to  that  of  the  courtly  representatives  of  kings  ;  Jefferson  was 
opposed  to  any  diplomatic  establishment.     Hamilton  had  a 

♦  Like  the  Bourbons,  tho  Now  York  Federalist  loams  notliing,  and  forgets 
nothing.  "While  writing  this  page,  my  eyes  wandered  for  a  moment  to  tlie 
newspaper  wliich  contained  Senator  Wadsworth's  speech  on  tho  Trinity  Ghnreh 
question  (delivered  in  Mxuxih,  1857).  Mr.  Wadaworth  claimed  to  speak  as 
the  representative  of  "the  Jays,  tho  Hamilton.s,  and  tho  Kings,"  whom  he  evi- 
dently regards  as  tho  elect  of  tho  human  race.  Alluding  to  tho  gentleman 
wliotliought  that  tho  vestry  of  Trinity  should  not  have  unchecked  control  of 
the  church's  great  estate,  the  honorable  and  unlearned  Senator  said,  "  Neither 
Jack  Cade  nor  Ledni  Rolliu  ever  proposed  any  thing  bolder.  All  Jacobinism 
stands  without  its  parallel  The  attacks  upon  the  noblesso  of  France,  when 
untold  millions  of  property  fell  tho  prey  of  plebeian  rapacity,  furnishes  the 
only  fit  illudiration  which  my  mind  can  recall  to  express  my  abhorrence  of  this 
outrageous  proposition."  This  is  eminently  Hamiltonian.  But  for  IlamiUon 
to  speak  hi  that  manner  of  tho  French  Revolution  wjw  cxciLsable,  as  ho  died 
befcire  the  labors  of  scx>res  of  historians  and  biographers  had  flooded  tliat  pe- 
iM  with  light 
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great  opinion  of  the  important  of  foreign  commiTcc ;  JeSVi- 
son  kutasv  ihut  liome  produvliun  and  internal  ti-ndc  are  the 
great  sources  of  national  wcsltli.  Ilnmiltim  gnve  a  pitlHe 
assent  to  tlie  prevailing  religious  creed,  awd  attended  the 
Episcopal  ChiuL'li;  Jetlersifii  whh  an  avowpd  and  enipliniio 
dissenter  from  tliat  creed,  and  wctil  to  ihc  [riitfirinn  chapel. 
And  finally,  Hamilton,  tlic  ex-ulerk,  waa  «  vt-ry  Sne  jieiitl^ 
man,  and  it'oru  tlie  very  fine  clothes  tlien  in  vognv;  Jt^^flWrwn, 
the  hereditary  lord  of  acres,  cninbcd  his  hair  out  of  pig<tail, 
discarded  powitu-,  woi-c  pniitalooiig,  fantenud  his  shiicK  wMt 
strings  instead  of  buckles,  and  put  ftno-genllemanif  "" 

out  of  Ills  heart  for  ever. 

"  Hamilton  and  I,"  said  Jefferson,  long  after,  "  were  ^tf 
against  each  other  every  day  in  the  cabinet,  like  two  fif^iU 
ooiiks."  No  wonder.  They  soon  becnine,  as  all  tlio  v 
knows,  personally  estranged,  and  Uaniiltoii,  never  too  scrnjk 
Ions  in  political  nai-fare,  assailed  his  colleague  by  name  Iti  Uie 
newspaperH.  From  the  cabinet  the  contention  spread  to  ibp 
&rthcst  couHnes  of  the  nation,  and  became' at  length  the  an- 
griest and  bitterest  this  nation  has  known. 

A  few  passages  from  the  writings  and  reminiscences  of  the 
time  will  show  the  slate  of  public  feeling  during  this  contest 
between  the  new  and  old  ideas. 

Of  the  excitement  caused  byGeneial  Washington's  cool  re- 
ception of  absui'd  Genet,  tlie  French  embassador,  who  made 
a  triumphal  progreKs  through  the  country  in  179S,  John 
Adams  wrote  to  Jefferaon  in  after  years:  "You  certainly 
never  felt  the  terrorism  excited  by  Genet  in  1793,  when  ten 
thousand  people  in  the  streets  of  Pliilaili'lpliin,  dny  ui\vv  <l;n-, 
threatened  to  drug  Washington  out  of  li'm  hoHne,  anil  effect  a 
revolution  lu  the  government,  or  compel  it  to  deulart;  war 
in  favor  of  the  French  Revolution,  and  npiinat  England.  The 
icoolest  and  the  firmest  minds,  even  Binon;;  the  Quakem  in 
,  Philadelphia,  have  given  their  opinion^  to  me,  that  nothing 
.  but  the  yellow  fever,  which  removed  I'r.  ItiitchinMm  aud 
Jonathan  Dickinson  Sergeant  from  this  muM,  I't.uld  have  savi'd 
1  the  United  States  from  a  fatal  revoluti<>n  of  govermnuui.  I 
baveoo  doubt  you  were  fitet  asleep,  in  philosophical  tranquil- 
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lity,  when  ten  thousand  people,  and  perhaps  many  more,  were 
parading  the  streets  of  Pliiladelphia  on  the  evening  of  my 
tast  day  ;  when  even  Governor  Mifflin  himself  thought  it  his 
duty  to  order  a  patrol  of  horse  and  foot  to  preserve  the  [)eace ; 
when  Market  street  was  as  full  as  men  could  stand  by  one 
another,  and  even  before  my  door ;  when  some  of  my  domes- 
ties  in  frenzy,  determined  to  sacrifice  their  lives  in  my  defense  ; 
when  all  were  ready  to  make  a  desperate  sally  among  the  mul- 
titude, and  others  were  with  difficulty  and  danger  dragged 
back  by  the  rest ;  when  I  myself  judged  it  prudent  and  nec- 
essary to  order  chests  of  arms  from  the  war-office  to  be 
brought  through  by -lanes  and  back  doors,  determined  to  do- 
•^■;  fend  my  house  at  the  expense  of  my  life,  and  the  lives  of  the 
^f  few,  very  few  doipestics  and  friends  within  it." 
■«  ,  The  delirium  of  the  public  during  the  early  years  of  the 
French  Revolution,  is  strikingly  shown  in  a  letter  which  Mr. 
Adams  wrote  to  his  wife  in  1794.  "The  rascally  lie,"  wrote 
the  Vice-President,  "  about  tJie  Duke  of  York  In  a  cage  ;  and 
Toulon  and  all  .the  English  fleet  in  the  hands  of  the  Republic- 
ans, was  fabricated  on  purpose  to  gull  the  gudgeons ;  and  it 
completely  succeeded,  to  my  hifinite  mortification.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  to  get  me  to  read  the  red-hot  lie  to  the  Sen- 
ate, in  order  to  throw  them  into  as  foolish  a  confusion  as  that 
below  them ;  but  I  was  too  old  to  be  taken  in,  at  least  by  so 
gross  an  artifice,  the  falsehood  of  which  was  to  me  palpable." 
This  lie,  palpable  as  it  was,  not  only  threw  the  House  of  Re|>- 
resentatives  into  confusion,  but  set  all  the  bells  of  Philadel- 
phia ringing,  and  made  the  city,  for  a  few  hours,  the  scene  of 
vociferous  rejoicing. 

Graydon,  in  his  Memoirs  of  this  period,  tells  a  story  that 
gives  us  a  lively  idea  of  the  popular  feeling.  "  I  remember," 
says  he,  "  one  day  at  the  table  of  General  Mifflin,  at  this  time 
President  of  the  State  (Pennsylvania),  when  the  Parisian 
courtezans  were  applauded  for  contributing  their  patriotic 
gifls.  I  ventured  (Graydon  was  a  thoroughgoing  Federalist, 
and  *  gentleman  of  the  old  school*),  to  call  in  question  the 
immense  merit  of  the  proceeding.  I  was  stared  at  by  a  pious 
dergymao  for  the  shocking  heterodoxy  of  my  sentiments,  and 
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shou]<i  probably  have  been  drawn  into  an  alteroaiiony  no  lew 
disagreeable  than  indiscreet,  had  not  the  general,  in  a  friendly 
manner,  pacified  the  parson  by  whispering  him  in  the  oar,  that 
I  was  ])erfect]y  well-disposed,  and  only  sporting  an  opinion. 
So  overwhehning  was  the  infatuation,  that  even  this  godly 
personage  liad  quite  forgot  that  incontinency  was  a  sin.  He 
'  covhl  have  h tff/ged  the  wicked  sluts — tkey  pleased  him  P  " 

During  this  contest  between  young  Democraoy  and  old  Cus- 
tom, a  very  marked  change  took  place  in  the  costume,  the 
manners,  and  the  minor  morals  of  the  people.  The  feeling  of 
equality  expresse<l  itself  in  dress.  John  Jay,  among  others, 
alhi<les,  in  one  of  his  letters,  to  the  effect  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution in  banishing  silk  stockings  and  high  breeding  from  the 
land.  Pantaloons  became  the  outward  and  viable  sign  of  an 
inward  and  invisible  republicanism.  Hair-powder,  pig-UuIa, 
and  shoe-buckles  began  to  disappear ;  and  the  polite  observ- 
ances that  liad  grown  out  of  the  old-world  distinctions  of  rank, 
wer(;  discontinued  by  the  more  ardent  republicans.  The  re- 
cently published  ReooUections  of  Peter  Parley,  contain  much 
precious  and  pleasantly-given'  information  respecting  the 
gradual  change  that  came  over  the  spirit  of  the  country  in 
the  tiincj  of  Jelferson.  Tlie  excellent  Parlev  is  a  sad  Federal- 
ist,  it  is  true,  and  his  sympathies  are  much  more  with  the 
good  f)ld  time,  than  with  the  better  new  time  ;  but  he  is  a 
faithful  and  agreeable  narrator.  Before  the  Jeftersonian  erji, 
h(»  tells  us,  travelers  who  met  on  the  highwav  saluted  each 
otiier  with  formal  and  dignified  courtesy ;  and  children 
8t()pj)e<l,  as  they  passed  a  grown  person,  and  made  the  bow 
they  had  been  ]>racticed  in  at  school  for  such  occasions.  But 
ns  democracy  spread,  these  gran<l  salutations  "  iirst  subsided 
into  a  vulgar  no<l,  iialf  ashamed  and  half  impudent,  and  then, 
like  the  pendulum  of  a  dying  clock,  totally  ceased." 

Another  little  fa<t  inentitmed  by  Mr.  (ioodrich  is  sigiiifi- 
cmt.  ''pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,"  says  he,  "  were  clas- 
sical, and  dollars  and  ci'Uts  vulgar,  for  several  succeeding  gen- 
erations. 'I  would  not  give  a  penny  for  it,'  was  genteel ;  'I 
would  not  give  i  icnt  for  it,'  was  ])lel)eian."  Among  the 
benefits  bestowed  upon  the  country  by  JeHerson,  one  was  iu 
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admirable  currency ;  which,  if  he  did  not  invent,  he  s^o  advo- 
cated as  to  insure  its  adoption. 

A  ludicrous  anecdote  related  by  the  same  author,  though 
of  a  somewhat  later  stage  of  the  democratic  triumph,  lias  an 
historic  value.  "  A  Senator  of  the  United  States,"  says  Mr. 
Ooodrich,  "once  told  me  that  at  this  period  all  the  barbers  of 
"Washington  were  Federalists,  and  he  imputed  it  to  the  fact 
that  the  leaders  of  that  party  in  Congress  wore  powder  and 
long  queues,  and  of  course  had  them  dressed  every  day  by  the 
barber.  The  Democrats,  on  the  contrary,  wore  short  hair,  or, 
at  least,  small  queues,  tied  up  carelessly  with  a  ribbon,  and 
therefore  gave  little  encouraijement  to  the  tonsorial  art.  One 
day,  as  the  narrator  told  me,  while  he  was  being  shaved  by 
thj*  leading  barber  of  the  city — who  was,  of  course,  a  P\»deral- 
ist — the  latter  suddenly  and  vehemently  buixt  out  against  the 
nomination  of  Madison  for  the  presidency  by  the  democratic 
party,  which  had  that  morning  been  announced.  '  Dear  me !' 
8aid  the  barber,  *  surelv  this  country  is  doomed  to  disgrace 
and  shame.  What  Presidents  we  mis^ht  have,  sir!  Just  look 
at  Daggett,  of  Connecticut,  or  Stockton,  of  Xcw  Jersey  I 
What  queues  they  have  got,  sir — as  big  as  your  wrist,  and 
powdered  every  day,  sir,  like  real  gentleuK'n  as  they  are. 
Such  men,  sir,  would  confer  dignity  upon  the  chief  magis- 
tracy ;  but  this  little  Jim  Madison,  with  a  queue  no  bigger 
than  a  jnpe-stem  1  sir,  it  is  enough  to  make  a  man  forswear 
his  country  1' " 

The  reader,  I  hope,  is  one  of  those  who  will  see  in  these  ex- 
tracts proof  that  what  democracy  destroyed  was  either  s/uim^ 
or  so  mingled  with  sham,  as  to  be  inseparable  from  it.  But 
many  of  our  sedate  and  stately  forefathers  could  not  see  this. 
Jefferson  was  a  name  of  horror  in  New  Enelan<l  for  many  a 
year;  clergymen  preached  against  him,  and  prayed  against 
him,  even  by  name. 

There  was  great  activity  of  mind  at  this  time.  At  the 
V»eginning  of  the  revolutionary  war,  there  were  forty  news- 
papers published  in  the  colonies.  The  number  had  not  in- 
creoMed  when  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  in  1787.  Durmg 
WashiDgton'8  firet  term,  several  new  papers  were  started,  but 
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ill  liis  second  term,  anii  in  the  fii-at  half  of  Adama's  adtDtmstra- 
tion,  iliu  miiiilicr  i>{  Tio\vs]i:»|)CTfl  doubkil.  There  were  more 
>l;iily  |>:ii>i']s  publishi-d  in  1>]ii'liul<.'l|>iii»  in  1798  (han  there  sra 
in  1W.'.7.  In  lliu  lii-iit  of  tlie  waiiiire  betwuen  the  Federalists 
and  Ue|>ublic:nis,  the  pulitical  papers  went  rabid,  and  foamed 
jiersuii  all  ties  and  \\i-». 

What  Jefterson  savs  of  the  (>res8,  after  some  years  of  this 
mildness  had  spoiled  it  for  every  good  purpose,  may  be  quoted 


"  Nolbit 


lieved  \ 


iell 


unite  ih:  Jefferson,  in  1807,  "  can  now  be  be- 
I'spaper.     Ti'nth  itself  becomes 


Buspieiuns  by  being  put  into  that  polluted  vehicle.  The  real 
extent  of  lliis  slate  of  niisiiiformalion  is  known  only  to  those 
who  .'ire  hi  ^itii.alions  to  confront  &uts  within  their  knowledge 
ivilh  the  lies  of  the  day.  I  really  look  with  commisei'atioD 
over  the  great  body  nf  iny  fellow-citizens,  who,  reading  news- 
]ia]iers,  live  and  die  in  the  belief  that  they  have  known  som«s 
thing  of  wiiat  has  been  passing  in  the  world  in  their  time ; 
whereas  the  accounts  they  have  read  in  newspapers  arc  just  aa 
I'l-iod  of  the  ttiirld  asoflhe 
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elude  to  be  probably  true.  This,  however,  should  rather  con- 
tain too  little  than  too  much.  The  third  and  fourth  should  be 
professedly  for  those  readers  who  would  rather  have  lies  for 
their  money  than  the  blank  paper  they  would  occupy." 

Jefferson,  however,  knew  the  value  of  the  press,  and^itho  . 
services  it  had  rendered.  He  wrote  the  passage  just  quoted 
after  the  great  fight  was  over,  and  before  the  press  had  begun 
to  recover  from  the  demoralization  which' is  one  of  the  results 
of  warfare.  In  1793,  when  Washington  seemed  to  wish  Jef^ 
ferson  to  dismiss  Captain  Freneau  (democratic  editor-in-chief) 
from  the  post  of  translating  clerk  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
(salary,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  year),  Jefferson  said 
to  one  of  his  intimates  :  "  I  won't  turn  him  out.  Ilis  paper 
has  done  more  to  save  the  democratic  system  than  any  thing 
else." 

The  pei-iod  which  I  have  called  the  "  era  of  bad  feeling," 
began  with  those  game-cock  encounters  between  Jefferson  and 
Hamilton  in  the  cabinet  of  General  Washington,  and  contin- 
ued, with  yearly-increasing  acrimony,  till  democracy  and  Jef- 
ferson triumphed  in  1800.  The  struggle  would  naturally  have 
lasted  longer,  for  Federalism  had  immense  advantages,  and 
every  new  horror  of  the  French  Revolution  was  strength  to 
the  party  that  had  always  denounced  it.  The  two  circum- 
stances which,  more  than  all  others,  hastened  the  republican 
triumph,  were,  as  it  seems  to  me.  Burr's  management,  and 
John  Adams's  want  of  management.  The  part  which  Burr 
played  in  effecting  the  discomfiture  of  Hamilton  and  his  party, 
will  be  stated  fully  in  the  next  chapter.  Here,  a  few  words 
respecting  Adams  may  be  permitted. 

Glorious,  delightful,  honest  John  Adams!  An  American 
John  Bull !  The  Comic  Uncle  of  this  exciting  drama  !  The 
reader,  if  a  play-goer,  knows  well  the  fiery  old  gentleman 
who  goes  blustering  and  thundering  about  the  stage,  grasping 
his  stick  till  it  quivers,  throwing  the  lovers  into  a  terrible 
constcmaion,  hurrying  on  the  catastrophe  he  is  most  solicitous 
to  prevent,  pluming  himself  most  of  all  upon  his  sagacity, 
while  he  alone  is  blind  to  what  is  passing  under  his  very  nose ! 
Such  is  something  like  the  impression  left  upon  the  mind  of 
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one  wIk)  Locoines  lamiliar  with  tlie  characters  of  this  perio<l, 
rcsjxMtiiii^  the  man  who,  as  PVankliii  well  Miiid,  wa>*  always 
hoiii'^t,  oft (.11  i^jx-al,  and  somotiinos  mad.  Think  ofaPrcsidont 
of  tin'  IniU'd  Stales,  who,  while  his  countrymen  wore  in  the 
temper  of  1707  and  1798,  could,  in  a  puhlic  address,  allude  to 
liis  liaviiiLi  had  the  honor  once  to  stand  in  the  presence  of  the 
]>riti>h  kiiiL^I  It  is  simply  amushit;  now  to  read  of  his  havin«^ 
<h>n(?s(>;  Imt,  to  the  maddened  Repuhlicans  of  that  era,  it 
seemed  the  last  (h-Lcrce  of  ahject  ])usillanimity  toward  Kuf^lmid, 
and  arroL^ant  insult  to  the  ])eople  of  America.  Tiiink  also  of 
a  President  C)f  the?  I'nited  States  who  could  see,  without  in- 
terferi'uce,  a  felluw-eitizen  prosecuted,  convicted,  and  fined  a 
hundred  dollars,  for  tninhhuj  that  the  wadding  of  a  certain 
cannon,  tired  to  salute^  the  President  as  he  passed  throuirh 
N(?\\ark,  Lad  bitlLied  upon  an  ample  ])art  of  the  President's 
ample  pcr^nn  !  o^k*  of  Ids  own  cahinet  told  Hamilton  that 
the  '' eliK'f  was  a  m:m  who,  whether  sportful,  playful,  witty, 
kind,  eo!«l,  drimk,  sober,  anLTiv,  easv,  stilf,  ieal<)us,  eareles>, 
caiili.Mi'^,  eoiifiderit,  elusi',  or  open,  i^  so  almost  always  in  the 
wi'imil;"  place,  aipl  to  the  wronix  ])er>«»ns."''  ^Vlien  laws,  sediiii«M 
laws,  and  stamp  duties,  eanu?  naturaiiv  enouirh  t«)  such  a  Pres- 
i<hiil. 

.l»ilin  Adams  must  nevei-  be  iudired  hv  his  administrati«»n. 
Nolle  ot'  th«'  men  of  the  Uev(»lulion  eanu'  out  of  the  sttnin 
atid  ^tii'^*^  of  our  eia  of  l»:id  feelijiLC  «juite  unscathed.  It  u  as 
tn,)  mui'h  t'cr  human  nature  hi  tin*  re\ nlutii.uiary  pi'ii«»fl, 
thi^  lii^li-mel tied  L'"ame-c«n.-k  of  a  John  Adams  :ippeai'i'd  t-) 
L'"lori')U<  adxauta;:*',  nia'le  a  'Splendid  sliuw  of  liicht,  animated 
the  j»atMi)iic  hc:iii,  and  ufavi'  in'»'^i^til»h.'  impetus  to  the  i*au<e. 
IJui  he  w.is  ludiciniislv  unfilled  to  i>ri'>iile  with  di'_:niiv  and 
sui-ce->  i»Ner  a  ]>"]'Uiar  L:«»^  t'l'umcni,  uhidi  must  do  ever'V 
tlrnL''  Nsith  an  eu'  lu  it^  <irei*l  ujh»m  llie  jieople.  His  own  eah- 
inet  inlri'^utd  a:^ain^t  him.  'i'hev  re-aided  Hamilton  as  tlu-ir 
real  chief ;  Mn«l  IIamI!l(»n,  I'ar  moi(*  t  haii  Adams, /r.^N- the  inlbi- 
encini;  mind  (d'lhe  L;<»\('rumeiit.  (hie  \\lio  would  undor>taiil 
and  like  John  Adams  must  re;id  his  Hiaiies  and  Leitei-v; 
which,  (d'  all  the  wrilim^^s  of  thai  time,  are  the  most  hum.tn 
and  entertaining.     Pickwick  is  not  funnier.     Pickwick,  in  the 
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office  of  prime  minister  of  England,  would  not  have  heenQ 
more  the  wronir  man  in  the  wronij  iilacc  than  John  Adams 
I    was  in  the  chair  ot*  Washini;to»i.   jc 

Adams  and  Hamilton  airreod  i'.i  one  thin;jr,  abhorrence  of 
the  French  Revolution ;  and  in  another,  admiration  of  the 
English  government ;  and  in  another,  distrust  of  the  masses 
of  the  people.  "  You  thought,"  sai<l  Adams  to  a  correspond- 
ent, "tlie  French  Revolution  a  minister  of  grace:  I  knew  it  to 
be,  from  tlie  tirst,  a  goblin  damned."  One  of  Iiis  letters  to  his 
wife  contains  a  characteristic  p:issage  on  equality.  "  By  the 
law  of  nature,"  he  writes,  '*  all  men  are  men,  and  not  angels 
— men,  and  not  lions — men,  and  not  whales — men,  and  not 
eagles — tliat  is,  they  are  all  of  the  same  species;  and  thia  is 
the  most  that  the  equality  of  man  amoimts  to.  A  physical 
inequality,  an  intellectual  inequality,  of*  the  most  serious  kind, 
is  established  unchangeably  by  the  Author  of  nature;  and  «o- 
ciety  has  a  right  to  establish  any  other  inequalities  it  may 
judge  necessary  for  its  (food.  The  precept,  however,  do  as 
you  icould  be  done  ky^  imj>lies  an  eijuality  which  is  the  real 
equahty  of  nature  and  Cliristianity." 

In  one  word,  John  Adams  was  not  in  unison  with  the  hu 
mor  of  the  age ;  and,  being  a  pjissionate,  dogmatical,  obsti- 
nate John  Bull  of  a  man,  he  took  not  the  slightest  pains  to 
conceal  the  fact,  or  to  conciliate  the  people  with  whom  he  had 
to  do.  During  his  presidency  it  was,  that  party  animosities 
reached  their  height.  He  wjis  elected  by  a  very  small  plu- 
rality. The  Republicans  of  1790  were  nearly  as  much  elated 
and  encouraged  by  their  defeat  as  were  the  Republicans  of 
1856  by  theira.  Events  in  P'rance  gave  the  President  signal 
advantages,  M'hich  another  man  would  have  turned  to  such 
account  as  to  secure  the  supremacy  of  his  party  for  years 
after.  Adams  continued  to  fan  the  Hames  of  party  spisiL  by 
all  that  he  did,  and  by  all  that  he  did  not  do.  ^ 

The  state  of  public  feeling  in  1707  and  1798,  may  be  in- 
ferred from  these  sentences  from  the  letters  of  Thomas  Jefter- 
8on :  "  The  passions  are  too  high  at  present  to  be  cooled  in 
our  day.  You  and  I  have  formerly  seen  warm  debates  and 
high  political  passions.     But  gentlemen  of  different  polities 
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^  would  tlien  speak  to  each  otber,  and  separate  the  bitMnoas  of 
the  Senate  from  tbat  of  society,  It  ia  not  so  now.  Men  wljo 
hftve  been  intimate  all  their  lives,  cross  the  street  to  avoid 
raectiiig,  and  turn  tlieii'  lieads  anotbcr  way,  lesl  they  should 
be  obliged  to  toueb  their  bats,"  To  aootber  friend  be  writes: 
"At  this  moment,  all  tbe  passions  are  boiling  over,  luid  ono 
who  keeps  himself  cool  and  clear  of  tbe  contagion,  ia  so  JiiP 
below  the  ]>oint  of  ordinary  oonvereation  that  he  finds  himself 
insulated  in  every  society."  To  another:  "The  interruption 
of  letters  is  becoming'  so  notorious,  that  I  am  forming  a  reso- 
lution of  declining  correR]H)ndence  with  toy  friends  through 
tbe  ehnnnelH  of  the  post-office  altogether." 

With  these  very  miscellaneous  and  inadequate  notittes  of  the 
'  Stirring  and  eventful  peiiod  during  wbioh  America  became 
America,  we  must  resume  the  story  of  the  man  whose  dili- 
geucc  and  tact  assisted  the  people  of  Uie  United  States  to 
realize  their  fond  desire  for  a  government  which  should  truly 
Tepresent  tfiem,  and  heartily  execute  t^ir  will. 


CHAPTER    XIV. 

MEMBER    OF    THE    ASSEMBLY   AGAIN. 

BVBK  Kcmis  7BOX  TTiK  Skxate — TiiK  Fkorbalibts  IX  PowKK  — Prk-eminrxt  Poei- 
Tiox  or  Hamiltox  —  Bckb  ix  tub  Awbmbly  — His  Pbbpabatoby  Mankuvkbs  — 
Hamiltox  OrposKs  Bubb's  appoixtmkxt  to  a  GENEBALaiiip  —  Tub  Abmy  —  Tub 
Maxilattax  Baxk  ArPAiB — Bubb's  First  Duel,  and  it«  Cause. 

In  Greenleaf^s  New  York  Journal  and  Patriotic  Register 
for  February  2d,  1797,  amid  whole  pages  ablaze  with  the  vic- 
tories of  Bonaparte^t)  Italian  campaign,  and  bristling  with  the 
short,  sharp  bulletins  and  proclamations  of  that  portentous 
conqueror,  may  still  be  seen  a  little  paragraph  which  records, 
in  the  fewest  words  j^ssible,  an  event  of  some  interest  to  us, 
ivhich  had  taken  place  in  Albany  yiine  days  before.  The  para- 
graph reads  thus :  "  On  the  24th  ult.,  Philip  Schuyler  was 
unanimously  (excepting  one  vote  in  the  Assembly  and  one  in 
the  Senate)  elected  to  the  office  of  Senator  of  the  United 
States  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  legislature  of  this  State,  for 
six  yegra,  from  the  4th  of  March  next,  on  which  day  the  seat 
of  Aaron  Burr,  one  of  our  present  Senators  in  Congress,  be- 
comes vacant." 

The  services  of  the  old  soldier,  then,  were  recognized  at 
last.  The  Federalists  were  in  the  ascendant,  and  the  Ivepul>- 
licans,  as  I  conjecture,  chose  to  gratify  a  war-worn  vett;ran 
with  their  votes,  rather  than  throw  them  away  upon  a  candi 
date  of  their  own  party.  Schuyler  was  touched  with  the 
nnanimity  of  the  vote.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Sen 
ate  at  the  time,  and  he  took  occasion  to  express  his  feelings  in 
a  bhort  speech,  full  of  honest,  manly  feeling. 

The  Federalists,  as  just  observed,  were  in  the  ascendant  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  John  Jay  was  governor.  He  had 
recovered  much  of  the  popularity  lost  by  negotiating  tliat 
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femcins  treaty  willi  Great  Britain,  for  dereniling  which  on  the 
Rtiimp  Hamilton  !m<i  been  Looted  and  Btoncd  in  ttii.*  struclit  of 
New  York  a  yeiir  Wfore.  The  pnrly  lookrd  ttrung,  and  was 
etrong.  Fi'anco  had  become  a  by-woi'd  and  a  taunt,  to  which 
tlie  UeptiblicanB  had  hardly  ihit  fdlli  or  fatte  lo  r(.<)ily.  Thv 
Federalists  had  only  to  use  their  victory  in  a  coiic.il iaiory 
Bpirit,  and  the  State  wna  permanently  their  own. 

One  important  loss,  however,  lliey  Inn)  xutitaineil,  which  led 
■fterwarii  to  other  damaging  defuctionn.  The  Ltving)>ton!i 
faftd  gone  over,  enfumUh,  to  thn  Republican  party.  Tbe 
story  is,  thai  the  family  were  chagrined,  that  Chancellor  I<[v< 
ingaton,  who  had  powerAUly  assiated  both  to  form  tha  Const!- 
tntion  and  to  get  it  adopted,  dliould  liave  been  over!i)oI(ed  in 
the  distribution  of  the  great  officen ;  a  eirciim>(tnncii  which 
^ey  attributed  to  the  jealous  enmity  of  Hamilton.  The  iraie 
ChaQCi.')lor,  it  is  said,  cniised  the  family  to  be  cimvcned  ;  and 
irom  that  evening,  it  was  observed,  the  Liviti'^slotis,  execjit 
some  remote  and  rural  members  of  the  family,  voted  and 
acted  with  the  Repnbliuans.  Accordingly,  we  find  the  Chan- 
cellor, at  the  banquet  given  in  New  York  in  1 790,  to  celebrmte 
the  ninth  anniversary  of  the  alliance  between  France  and  the 
United  States,  offering  the  following  toast :  "  May  the  present 
coolness  between  Fi-ance  and  America  produce,  like  the  quar- 
rels of  lovers,  a  renewal  of  love." 

If  this  account  of  the  cause  of  Chancellor  Livingston's  change 
of  politics  be  correct — and  it  is  given  by  Dr.  Hammond,  the 
chai'itablo  lii^torian  of  Xcw  York  parties,  on  what  he  states 
to  be  liigh  authority — it  only  proves  that  General  Washing- 
ton was  right  in  lliiTiking  Chancellor  Livingston  an  unfit  per* 
son  for  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States.  Let 
us  admit,  however,  that  tlic  opinion  was  general,  at  tliat  Ume, 
that  Hamilton  used  his  influence  with  Washington  to  crnsh 
the  enemies  and  rivals  of  the  house  of  Schuyler,  and  it  was 
doubtless  trying  to  feudal  human  nature  for  the  head  of  the 
Livingstons  to  see  hitneelf  debarred  from  coveted  distinction 
by  a  foreign  adventurer's  inflnential  word. 
Hamilton  was  now  approaching  the  summit  of  his  carMr. 
„SViurapbant  in  his  own  State,  strengthened  at  Philadelpbis  b^ 
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the  election  of  his  father-in-law  to  the  Senate,  known  to  be  the 
Isivonte  of  the  nation's  favorite,  the  unquestioned  leader,  though 
not  the  head  of  the  dominant  party,  and  the  confidential  ad- 
viser of  the  cabinet,  Hamilton  was  playing  a  great  part  in  the 
national  affairs.  It  has  been  before  remarked,  that,  during 
the  first  twelve  vears  of  the  younir  nation's  existence,  it  was 
he  who  really  administered  the  government.  For  four  years, 
as  Secretary  of  tlie  Treas»n*y,  he  devise<l  the  great  measures; 
for  four  years,  as  Wjishington's  adviser  and  word-furnisher,  as 
popular  essayist  and  party-intriguer,  he  supported  the  system 
himself  had  created  ;  for  four  years,  his  was  the  mind  to  which 
Mr.  Adams's  ministers  looked  for  suggestion  and  advice.  Can- 
did John  Adams,  when  all  was  over,  declared,  that  during  his 
presidency,  Hamilton  was  "connnander-in-chief  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  the  Senate,  of  the  heads  of  Department, 
of  General  Washington,  and  last,  and  least,  if  you  will,  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States."  He  had  won  distinction  in 
many  of  the  pursuits,  wherein  to  excel  is  counted  peculiarly 
honorable  First,  orator  and  pam]>hletoer;  then  soldier,  law- 
yer, statesman,  author,  in  swift  succession,  and  in  each  capacity 
unrivaled.  In  society  too,  ^vho  so  welcome  as  the  young  and 
handsome  chief  of  the  gentlemen's  party,  who  knew  how  to  lay 
aside  in  the  drawing  room  the  cares  of  State,  and  to  charm  the 
gentler  sex  with  the  grace  of  his  manners,  the  sprightliness  of 
his  wit,  the  warmth  of  his  homage?  What  wonder  that  the 
amiable  man  should  have  felt  his  importance.  Let  it  be  ever 
remembered,  to  his  honor,  that  througli  all  these  years  of  suo 
cess  and  glory,  his  most  constant  thought  was  for  the  supre- 
macy of  the  system  which  he  conscientiously  believed  to  be 
essential  to  the  prosperity,  and  even  to  the  prolonged  exist- 
ence of  the  Union. 

The  election  of  Schuyler  to  the  Senate  could  not,  of  course, 
t.ike  Colonel  Burr  by  surprise.  Before  that  event  was  an- 
nounced, he  had  matured  plans  for  getting  the  State  of  New 
York  out  of  the  hands  of  Hamilton  and  the  Federalists.  His 
first  p.top  was  to  secure  his  own  election  to  the  State  legisla- 
ture, which  was  the  easier  from  the  fact  that  the  city,  even 
then  was  tnore  inclined  than  the  rural  counties  to  the  demo- 
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oratic  pait^.  Aucaidingly,  Qctierat  Schnyler,  abuat  tlit.'  time 
he  was  conning  his  spwcli  of  tliruiks  to  tlie  Stnto  Scnutc  for 
/tlieir  Biiirriiiri's,  ivrole  to  iriimillon,  iu  alarm,  to  the  fiillowiiig 
I  efTcct :  '* Mr.  Buii',  vre  are  inf»rnieil,  ntll  be  n  tniididiili!  lor 
I  Ik  seat  in  the  Ax-sciDbly ;  his  viofffl  tt  is  not  difficult  to  appret-i- 
I  ate.  They  alarm  me,  anil  if  lie  prevails,  Ifij/preftend  a  Ivtut 
I  change  ofpolitiva  in  the  next  Asgembly — altenilud  with  oilier 
I  dlsflgreenblo  conseqcionues." 

lie  did  prevail.  But  nothing  parttciiliii^cnme  of  it,  ko  far 
as  eould  bo  seen  by  the  nninitiated  eye.  In  the  years  1797  and 
1798,  Culotiel  Burr  seemed  absorbed  in  l:iw  and  spt'culaliim. 
To  a  great  extent  he  was  so.  Uia  inactivity  was  even  A  sub- 
ject of  complaint  with  some  members  of  the  party ;  but  it  is 
probable  thiit  bis  unnoticed  exertions  duiini*  those  two  years 
contributed  as  much  to  iho  final  victory  as  hiw  more  obvious 
efToits  at  a  later  day.  With  the  people,  a  prp»d<intial  cam- 
paign means  merely  the  few  months  of  turmoil  just  previous 
to  tlie  eteotion;  but  the  ])olilimn  knows  that  the  first  three 
years  of  a  prcaidential  term,  when  the  people  are  occupied 
with  their  own  pnrsiiits,  is  the  period  for  him  to  maneuver  in. 
This  was  more  the  case  then  than  now,  because  then  only 
fi-eelioldtrs  voted,  and  leading  individuals  bad  &r  more  con- 
trol over  votes  than  they  can  have  where  universal  suffrage 
prevail*.  Tiie  fact,  too,  that  pi-esidential  electors  wei-e  chosen, 
not  by  the  people,  but  by  the  legislature,  gave  an  immense 
opportimtly  to  a  man  skilled  in  political  management. 

In  a  political  assembly,  though  on  &test  cjuestion  one  party 
may  bfi  sure  of  a  majority,  yet  there  will  always  be  a  certain 
number  of  men  wboxe  paitizan  feelings  are  weak,  and  who  are 
therefore  open  to  iiifiiieiice.  It  was  upon  these  intermediate 
nieiiibei's  that  Colonel  Burr  knew  how  to  play,  particularly 
the  influential  country  members,  wlio  brought  to  Albany  the 
purest  intentions,  tm sophisticated  minds,  and  an  inflammable 
vanity,  A  member  of  uncouth  tnannci'S,  and  homespnn  dress, 
whom  a  dainty  Federalist  would  have  thought  beneath  bia 
notice,  Bui-r  was  aware  might  be  ihc  grc!.t  man  of  a  western 
county,  and  carry  its  vote  in  his  pocket.  Such  s  member, 
bursting  with  desire  perhaps  to  bear  his  own  voice  in  the 
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chamber  and  to  show  his  constituents  his  name  in  the  news- 
papers, Colonel  Burr  would  request  to  introduce  a  resolution, 
or  to  do  some  other  formal  business*,  that  would  flatter  his 
sense  of  personal  consequence.  Judge  Peck,  for  example,  was 
subjected  to  this  kind  of  treatment.  Burr  was  extremely  de- 
sirous, for  a  while,  that  the  presidential  electors  should  be 
cliosen  directly  by  the  people,  as  he  supposed  the  State  could 
be  more  easily  revolutionized  in  that  way.  Peck  was  selected 
to  introduce  the  resolutions  asking  for  a  committee  on  the 
subject,  though  there  were  a  dozen  members  better  able  t^ 
support  them.. 

"Judge  Peck,"  says  Dr.  Hammond,*  "although  a  clear- 
headed, sensible  man,  was  an  uneducated  emigrant  from  Con- 
necticut. His  appearance  was  diminutive,  and  almost  disgust- 
ing. In  religion  he  was  fanatical,  but  in  his  political  views  he 
was  sincere,  persevering,  and  bold  ;  and,  thougli  meek  and 
humble  in  his  personal  demeanor,  he  was  by  no  means  desti- 
tute of  personal  ambition.  He  was  an  itinerant  surveyor  in 
the  county  of  Otsego,  then  a  new  and  uncultivatpd  part  of  the 
State.  He  would  survey  your  farm  in  the  day  time,  exhort 
and  pray  in  your  family  by  night,  and  talk  on  politics  the  rest 
of  the  time.  Perhaps  on  Sunday,  or  some  evening  in  the 
week,  he  would  preach  a  sermon  in  your  school-house.  No 
man  knew  better  the  political  importance  of  such  a  man,  in  a 
society  organized  as  the  society  of  the  western  counties  then 
was,  than  Colonel  Burr,  and  he  spared  no. pains  to  cause  Mr. 
Peck  to  be  identified  with  the  Republican  party.  Various 
anecdotes  have  been  related  to  me,  which  exhibit  the  care 
which  Colonel  Burr  took  to  shape  trifling  matters  in  such  a 
way  as  to  act  on  the  mind  of  Judge  Peck  and  .others,  so  as  to 
produce  the  great  result  at  which  he  aimed.  The  selection  ot 
Judge  Peck  to  offer  the  electoral  resolutions,  flattered  his 
vanity  ;  it  called  out  Ujwn  him  the  malediction  of  leading  Fed- 
eralists ;  and  in  that  way  widened  the  breach  between  him 
an<i  his  old  political  friends.  Mr.  Burr,  it  is  said,  with  equal 
skill  and  perseverance,  apjilied  himself  to  General  German, 
then  a  plain,  but  strong-minded  and  highly  popular  farmer  of 

*  History  of  Political  Parties  in  the  Stato  of  New  York. 
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Chenango.  The  support  of  the  democratic  cause  1^  tliene 
two  men  w:is  of  great  importance  to  the  success  of  the  Re- 
l)ublican  party  in  Apiil,  1800.  I  do  not  think  it  too  much  to 
say,  tliat  had  it  not  been  for  the  papers  drculated  by  Judge 
Peck  and  General  German,  and  their  personal  exertion  and  in- 
flnenee,  the  western  district,  in  the  year  1800,  would  have 
been  Federal." 

Tiie  electoral  sclienie  failed  in  the  Senate,  through  the  op- 
position of  the  Federal  Senators,  and  nothing  remained  ibr  the 
Ke[)ul>licaiis  but  to  concentrate  their  efforts  upon  securing  a 
Jtepublican  majority  in  the  legislature  to  be  chosen  in  April, 
1800.  Before  entering  upon  that  campaign,  there  are  a  ievr 
personal  incidents  of  Burr's  life  at  this  period  to  be  related. 

In  the  summer  of  1707,  Monroe  and  Hamilton  had  an  angry 
correspondence  growing  out  of  Hamilton's  amour  with  Mrs. 
Iteynolds.  A  duel  at  one  time  a])peared  inevitable,  and  Mon- 
roe nanu'd  Colonel  Burr  as  his  second.  The  affair,  however, 
was  otherwise  arranixed. 

In  the  winter  of  1798,  Colonel  Burr  sat  in  the  Assemlily  at 

Albany,  engaged  in  ])ushing  private  bills,  and  preparing  the 

way  lor  future  operations.     A  grand  coup  which  h^  had  meant 

to  try  at  this  session.^  was,  for  reasons  now  unknown,  deferred 

till  the  next. 

The  year  1708  was  the  time  when  the  insolence  of  tho 

French  Directory  toward  the  United  States  j)rovoked  the 
government  to  measures  of  retaliation,  which,  for  the  moment, 
were  con(!urred  in  by  a  great  majority  of  the  peoj)le,  an<l 
gave  an  iin])osing  show  of  strength  to  the  Federal  party.  An 
army  was  voted  ;  General  Washinijton  was  named  commander- 
in-chief;  Hamilton  was  made  his  second  in  command  ;  a  num- 
ber of  brigadiers  were  a[)j)()inted.  That  there  might  be  no 
sign  wanting  of  coming  war,  a  commercial  revulsion  set  in, 
and  the  prisons,  as  Jefferson  recor<ls,  were  full  of  tho  most 
rcput:il>l(»  uK'rchants.  Hamilton,  now  inspector-general,  was 
the  foremost  man  of  all  the  naticm  (for  Washington  was  to 
take  comman<l  only  in  case  of  actual  hostilities),  and  about 
the  first  use  lie  made  of  his  new  authority,  was  to  defeat  tho 
honorable  ambition  of  Colonel  Burr  for  a  military  n])}>oiut-> 
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ment.  In  the  lately  published  tenth  volnme  of  the  worka  of 
John  Adams,  there  is  a  long  letter  upon  Hamilton's  intrigues, 
written  in  1815,  in  which  occurs  the  following  statement  re- 
specting this  matter : 

"  I  have  never  known,"  wrote  the  ex-President,  "  in  any 
country,  the  prejudice  in  favor  of  birth,  j)arentage,  and  de- 
cent more  conspicuous  than  in  the  instance  of  Colonel  Burr 
That  gentleman  was  connected  by  blood  with  many  respecta- 
ble families  in  New  England.  He  was  the  son  of  one  presi- 
dent^ and  the  grandson  of  another  president  of  Nassau  Hall, 
or  Princeton  University  ;  the  idol  of  all  the  Presbyterians  in 
New  York,  New  England,  New  Jei*sey,  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  and  elsewhere.  He  had  served  in  the  army, 
and  came  out  of  it  with  the  character  of  a  knight  without  fear, 
and  an  able  officer.  He  had  afterward  studied  and  practiced 
law  with  application  and  success.  Buoyed  up  on  those  relig- 
ious partialities,  and  this  military  and  juridical  reputation, 
it  is  no  wonder  that  Governor  Clinton  and  Chancellor  Liv- 
ingston should  take  notice  of  him.  They  made  him  Attor- 
ney-General, and  the  legislature  sent  him  to  Congress,  as  a 
iSenator,  where  he  served,  I  believe,  six  years.  At  the  next 
election  he  was,  however,  left  out ;  and  being  at  that  time 
somewhat  embarrassed  in  his  circumstances,  and  reluctant  to 
return  to  the  bar,  he  would  have  rejoiced  in  an  appointment 
in  the  army.  In  this  situation,  I  proposed  to  General  W:ish- 
ington,  in  a  conference  between  him  and  me,  and  through  him 
to  the  triumvirate  (Washington,  Hamilton,  and  Pinckney)  to 
nominate  Colonel  Burr  for  a  brij^adier-tjeneral.  Washinurtoirs 
answer  to  me  was, '  By  all  that  I  have  known  and  heard,  Colonel 
Burr  is  a  brave  and  able  officer ;  but  the  question  is,  whether 
he  has  not  equal  talents  at  intrigue  ?'  How  shall  I  describe  to 
you  my  sensations  and  reflections  at  that  moment.  He  had 
compelled  me  to  promote,  over  the  heads  of  Lincoln,  Clinton, 
Gates,  Knox,  and  others,  and  even  over  Pinckney,  one  of  his 
own  triumvirates,  the  most  restless,  impatient,  artful,  indefat- 
igable, and  unprincipled  intriguer  in  the  L^nited  States,  if  not 
in  the  world,  to  be  second  in  command  under  himself,  and 
now  dreaded  an  intriguer  in  a  poor  brigadier !     He  did,  how* 
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ever,  propose  it  to  the  trinmvirnte,  nt  leaat  to  XIitmiltOD.  But  J 
I  w;i»  not  permitted  to  nominnte  Burr.  If  I  hn<i  Iwcn,  whtik  I 
would  iiavc  bei'ii  llie  connequeni-ns '  Sliall  1  Siiy  liint  IlumU*  1 
ton  would  liave  buett  now  alive,  and  H:iintltun  ami  Bmr  no*  I 
nt  the  head  of  our  atTaint?  Whiil  then?  If  I  bad  nominated  I 
Burr  without  the  coneeut  of  the  triumvirate,  a  negative  io  1 
Senate  was  ceilain." 

The  biographer  of  John  AiiuniH  (l)ii?  griiitdson  of  that  im- 
petuous old  patriot),  ^vea  Other  particulars.  IIo  says  that 
during  the  {iri'si.k'ncy  of  Mr.  Adams,  while  the  Fri'dch  ex- 
citement was  at  iu  height,  and  w.ir  seemed  eertiiin,  Hamilton, 
Knox,  and  C.  C.  i'inckney  were  noniinaltKl  na  next  in  I'aiik  to 
General  Waahingtou  in  tho  army  then  forming,  Bui  it  wa* 
left  unoei-tain  who  of  the  three  should  bo  t^e  aceond  in  com- 
mand. The  Federalists  clamored  for  Ilaniilton.  (HamilUitt 
himself  declared,  io  eSect,  that  he  nould  accept  of  notbiiig 
less.)  The  Pif  sidunt  invited  Washington  to  dwnde  tho  (|iie»- 
tioH.  But  between  the  general's  preference  for  Hamilton,  and 
bis  reluctance  to  vround  the  feelings  of  the  veteran  Knox,  he 
licsitatcd  so  long  that  the  intriguers  of  Adams's  cabinet  adopt- 
ed an  expedient  to  hasten  his  decision.  ''  In  the  e^iual  con- 
vei-sations  of  the  cabinet,"  nays  Mr.  Francis  Adams,  "the 
President  had  let  drop  some  intimation  of  a  wish  to  give  a 
eliare  of  the  commiasions  to  leading  military  men  of  the  op- 
po.siLiou.  Among  the  names  mentioned  by  him  were  those 
of  Aaron  Burr,  and  Peter  Muhlenburg,  of  Pennsylvania. 
Knowing  the  strong  dislike  onteitained  of  the  former  by 
Washington,  intimations  were  soon  given  him  of  the  tenden- 
cies of  the  President,  and  the  possibility  that  ho  might  be  li»> 
ble  to  have  Burr  ftjrced  upon  him  as  quarter- master-general, 
or  in  some  other  confidential  poKl."  This  was  enough.  Ham- 
ilton was  soon  named  second  in  command,  and  Knox  resigned 
iu  disgust. 

Tlius,  again,  Hamilton  triumphed,  and  in  a  signal  manner, 
over  his  lival,  whom,  indeed,  he  seemed  now  to  have  finally 
distanced.  From  a  story  told  by  General  Wilkinson,  who 
visited  New  York  about  tliis  time,  we  may  infer  that  Ibmiltoa 
Limscif  bad  coroo  to  regard  Burr  in  the  light  of  a  spent  po!i- 
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tician.  Wilkinson  paid  his  respects  to  General  Hamilton  as 
soon  as  he  arrived  in  the  city,  when  the  following  conversa- 
tion took  place  hetween  the  two  officers: 

"  Well,  sir,"  said  Wilkinson,  "havinc^  fjitigued  you  with  my 
prattle,  I  now  propose  to  visit  an  old  friend  whom  I  have  not 
seen  for  several  years ;  but  I  hope  there  is  no  disagreement 
between  you  which  might  render  the  renewal  of  my  acquaint- 
ance with  him  indecorous  to  my  superior  officer." 

Hamilton  asked  if  he  meant  Colonel  Lamb. 

"Xo,"  saiil  Wilkinson,  "Colonel  Burr." 

"  Little  Burr  !"  exclaimed  Hamilton,  "  O  no  ;  we  have  al- 
ways been  opposed  in  ]K)litiivs  but  always  on  good  terms. 
We  set  out  in  the  practice  of  the  law  at  the  same  time,  and 
took  opposite  political  directions.  Burr  beckoned  me  to  fol- 
low him,  and  I  advised  him  to  come  with  me.  We  could  not 
agree,  but  I  fancy  he  now  begins  to  think  he  w:is  wrong  and 
I  was  ricjht." 

This  is  in  a  different  strain  from  the  "  embryo  Cwsar^^  epis- 
tle of  a  few  years  before  ;  but  Hamilton  was  now  talking  to 
Burr's  particular  friend,  his  brother  aid-de-camp  in  the  Que- 
bec expedition,  and  his  confidential  correspondent  ever  since. 
Besides,  he  only  said  he  was  on  "  good  terms"  with  "  little 
Burr."  The  tone  of  condescending  superiority  and  conscious 
tnumph  in  the  words  use<l  by  Hamilton  in  speaking  of  Burr, 
is  tlie  noticeable  feature  of  Wilkinson's  story. 

At  the  next  session  of  the  legislature,  1 799,  Colonel  Burr 
obtained  a  signal  advantage  over  the  wealthy  Federalists  of 
the  city. 

At  that  time  there  was,  besides  a  branch  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  but  one  banking  institution  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  that  was  controlled  by  Federalists,  who,  as  the 
Republicans  alleged,  used  their  powers  for  the  furtherance  of 
the  Federal  cause.  Both  of  these  banks  were,  to  a  considera- 
ble degree,  the  creation  of  General  Hamilton,  and  both  were' 
inclined  to  support  and  advan(;e  the  author  of  their  existence. 
Tlie  Ri*pablican  merchants,  it  is  said,  had  long  been  accus- 
tomed to  see  their  Federal  competitors  "  accommodated"  by 
the  banks,  while  their  own  applications  for  ai<l  were  supercil- 
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iously  refused ;  and  it  was  their  cherished  scheme  to  estaV 
lisli  a  bank  wliidi  shonld  be  as  complaisant  toward  them  an 
the  ''  Bank  of  New  York''  was  snpposed  to  be  to  traders  of 
the  other  party.  But  this  w&s  difficult.  Besides  a  chrooio 
])rejudice  against  banks  in  the  popular  mind,  they  had  to  con- 
tend against  a  Federal  majority  in  the  legislature,  which  akme 
could  grant  a  charter.  In  these  circumstances,  Colonel  Burr, 
by  an  ingenious  maneuver,  accomplished  what,  by  direct 
means,  con  hi  not  have  been  done. 

The  yellow  fever  had  recently  made  dreadful  ravages  in  the 
city,  and  impressed  upon  the  people  the  importance  of  secur- 
ing a  su[)i)Iy  of  better  wates  than  that  furnished  by  the  brack- 
ish wells  in  the  lower  part  of  the  inland.  Burr  availed  him- 
self of  this  state  of  public  feeling.  The  legislature  were  asked 
to  charter  the  Manhattan  Company^  formed  for  the  ostensi- 
ble purpose  of  supplying  the  city  with  water,  but  the  real  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  8up)>ly  Republicans  with  the  sinews  of 
war.  It  was  uncertain,  the  petitioners  said,  how  much  capital 
tlie  j)roposed  water-works  would  require,  but  as  it  was  highly 
desirable  not  to  risk  failure  by  a  deficiency  of  capital,  they 
asked  authority  to  raise  two  millions  of  dollars.  In  all  proba- 
bility, they  added,  this  would  be  too  much,  and,  therefore, 
they  proposed  to  insert  in  the  charter  a  provision  that  "  tfie 
surplnji  rnpltid  inhjht  he  emploifed  hi  any  way  ftot  inconsist- 
ent tnlfh  thi>  l<(tr.i  ((ml  Co)istltutlo7i  of  the  Uttltcd  States^  or  of 
the  State  (f  Xeto  York,'^'*  Tlie  bill  passed  both  Houses  as  a 
matter  of  course,  few  members  even  so  much  Jis  reading  it, 
and  none,  excrcpt  those  who  were  in  the  secret,  susjK'Cting 
that  "  Manhattan  Company"  meant  Manhattan  Bafik,  Burr 
gained  great  ap[)lause  among  the  leading  Republicans  for  his 
adroitness  in  this  affair,  but  he  lost  character  with  the  people, 
and  the  act  stands  justly  condemned  in  the  records  of  the 
time. 

These  are  the  naked  f^icts  of  the  aflair ;  but  there  were 
j)aHialing  circumstances,  besi<le  the  alleged  misuse  of  the  ca[>- 
ital  of  (he  other  bank.  It  was  ])roposed  in  the  select  commit- 
tee of  the  Senate,  to  which  the  bill  wjis  referred,  to  strikeout 
the  clause  relating  to  the  use  of  the  surplus  capital;  where- 
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Upon  a  member  of  the  committee  applied  to  Colonel  Burr  for 
an  explanation.  Burr  avowed  the  design  of  using  the  surplus 
capital  to  establish  a  bank,  or  an  East  India  Com[)any,  or  any 
thing  else  the  directors  might  choose,  since  merely  furnishing 

city  of  fitly  thousand  Inhabitants  with  water  would  not  re- 
munerate the  stockholders.  The  bill  was  afterward  referred 
to  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  State,  who  advised  its  rejection  on 
account  of  the  unlimited  powers  conferred  by  the  surplus  clause. 
Means  were  found,  however,  to  overrule  his  objections,  and 
Governor  Jay  signed  the  bill.  Nevertheless,  the  great  fact 
remains,  that,  in  this  business.  Colonel  Burr  sought  one  object 
under  cover  of  another,  a  kind  of  political  management  which 
can  never  be  commended,  and  seldom  excused. 

Whether  any  show  was  ever  made  of  bringing  in  the  water, 
does  not  appear ;  but  the  bank  was  immediately  established, 
and  soon  became  an  institution  of  the  first  importance.  And 
though  it  was  one  of  the  engines  of  Burr's  political  destruc- 
tion, yet,  in  after  years,  when  he  was  obscure  and  powerless, 
the  Manhattan  bank,  as  I  have  been  told,  was  not  unmindful 
of  the  man  to  whom  it  owed  its  establishment,  and  showed 
him  favors  which  it  would  not  have  granted  to  any  other  in  his 
sit  nation. 

The  immediate  effect  of  the  Manhattan  af!;iir  was  injurious 
to  the  Republican  party.  In  the  spring  of  1799,  Burr  was  a 
candidate  for  refileotion  to  the  Assembly,  but  before  the  elec- 
tion occurred,  the  secret  of  the  Manhattan  company  escaped, 
and  a  prodigious  clamor  arose.  A  pamphlet  appeared  de- 
nouncing banks  in  general,  and  in  particular  the  means  by 
which  Burr  had  sprung  a  new  one  upon  a  bank-fearing  city. 
The  newspapers  took  up  the  story,  and  meetings  denounced 
the  dexterous  maneuver.  The  result  was,  that  Burr  lost  his 
election,  and,  what  was  worse,  the  whole  Republican  ticket 
was  defeated,  and  the  Republican  cause,  which  before  had 
been  gaining  ground,  received  an  ominous  check.  This  was 
the  more  serious  from  the  fact  that,  in  twelve  months  more, 
the  legislature  was  to  be  elected  upon  which  would  devolve 
the  duty  of  choosing  presidential  electors ! 
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In  t|jc  summer  of  1T99,  Colonel  linrr  fSiDglit  liis  itrsl  duel. 
Ttieie  W3S  a  piei.e  of  scandul  "ct  afloat  tii  the  8Uittx,  to  ihfi 
elTuul  that,  for  legislative  survicL'M  reiidcrud,  tliu  llolUntl  Laii<l 
Compiitiy  Iiad  canuded  a  lirini!  hdtl  nfjnimt  Burr  for  iwMiiy 
tlioLiiiitnil  dollars.     A  gentli>maii  iiitmed  John  B.  Church,  HM 
Bjwken  with  so  much  fruedoiii  r«jfi|jeoling  Iho  rumor,  a«  lo  ctidt 
troiQ  the  sliindert^il  legislator  a  cliulk-nge  to  inorUit  cumliat.   At 
Hubiikcn,  on  the  2d  of  September,  the  parties  met,  alt«nd«d   | 
by  their  seconds  ami  a  surgeon.    A  vidiituloua  itiuidenl  variwi   ' 
the  well-known  runtinc  of  the  procuodlngN,  niitl  lurnislicil  tht   i 
towu-go!«ip  with  a  juke  and  &  by-word  for  many  a  day.     !)»■  J 
fore  le&ving  home.  Colonel  Uurr  had  been  pirlienlar  to explaioi I 
to  his  second,  Jinlgu  Biirkt^,  of  South  Citrotina,  thtit  tliv  boDti-fl 
■were  cast  too  small  for  his  piatuls,  and  tliat  chamois  IcRtbei^A 
cut  to  the  proper  size.mnsl  be  grenittrd  and  put  round  tfaemt^'^ 
make  ihein  fit.     Leikthur  and  grca^to  were  placod   in  the  cm*  1 
with  the  pixtola.    Alter  the  piincipali  had  been  placed,  Burr '| 
DDtioed  Judge  Barke  vainly  endeavoring  to  drive  in  the 
rod  with  a  stone,  and  at  once  suspected  that  the  grease  had 
been  furgotten.     A  moment  after,  the  pistol  was  haiided  to 
him.     With  that  singula)' coolness  which  he  was  wont  to  ex- 
hibit at  critical  niomeuls,  he  drew  the  ramrod,  telt  of  the  ball, 
and  told  the  Judge  it  was  not  home. 

"  I  know  it,"  replied  the  second,  wiping  the  perspiration 
from  his  fticc,  "  I  foigot  to  grease  the  leather;  but,  yoa  see, 
your  man  is  ready  ;  doii't  keep  Inin  wdting.  Just  take  a 
orack  as  it  is,  and  I'll  grease  the  next." 

Shots  were  exchanged  without  effect.  Mr.  Charch  then 
made  the  requisite  apology,  and  the  parties  retunted  to  tb« 
city  ill  the  highest  good  humor. 

Thin  affair  of  the  Holland  Company's  bond  was  never  ex 
plained  to  the  public  by  Colonel  Burr,  though  the  means  of 
doing  so  were  at  hand.  He  never  in  liis  life  took  pains  to  rn- 
fute  a  calumny  in  a  public  manner,  or  showed  much  regard  for 
what  in  called  public  opinion.  This  whs  both  a  point  of  pride 
and  a  constitutional  peculiarity.  It  was  a  qnality  which  alone 
must,  some  time  or  other,  have  made  him  an  unavailable  can- 
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didate  for  an  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people  ;  for  the  attain- 
ment of  popularity  in  a  republic,  is  a  study,  a  pursuit,  a  thing 
about  which  a  man  must  never  be  careless.  Hence  in  repub- 
lics, after  the  old  virtue  is  exhau8ted,  and  before  the  new 
virtue  acquires  strength,  only  nonentities  and  hypocrites  are 
available ;  since,  to  true  men,  the  very  idea  of  seeking  popu- 
larity is  loathsome.  Burr  was  not,  indeed,  a  downright 
straight-forward  [)oliticiim,  such  as  every  one  admires  and  no 
one  supports ;  but  he  never  descended  to  the  mean  arts  of 
making  personal  capitah 

With  regard  to  this  scandal,  he  had  but  to  show  that  the 
canceling  of  the  bond  was  a  perfectly  legitimate  transaction, 
by  which  he  lost,  not  gained — facts  known  to  half  a  dozen  per- 
sons whose  word  no  one  would  have  doubted — and  it  would 
never  more  have  been  mentioned  to  his  discredit.  But  this 
slight  concession  his  pride  refused.  To  a  friend  who  asked  for 
an  explanation,  he  stated  the  tiicts  of  the  case,  and  added 
these  words  :  "This,  sir,  is  the  first  time  in  my  life  that  I  have 
condescended  ([)ardon  the  expression)  to  refute  a  calumny.  I 
leave  it  to  my  actions  to  speak  for  themselves,  and  to  my  char- 
acter to  confound  the  fictions  of  slander.  And  on  this  very 
subject  I  have  not  up  to  this  hour  given  one  word  of  explana^ 
lion  to  any  human  being.  All  the  explanation  that  can  be 
given  amounts  to  no  more  than  this — Tfuit  the  thing  is  an 
ahsulnte  and  abominable  liey 

It  does  not  appear  tliat  his  silence  with  regard  to  the  rumor 
did  any  |)erceptible  damage  to  Burr  at  the  time.  Before  his 
own  party  his  character  shone  with  all  its  previous  luster,  and 
no  well-informed  Federalist  could  believe  a  story  so  ground- 
less and  improbable.  Nevertheless,  any  whisper  against  a 
nian^s  honor,  whether  probable  or  improbable,  whether  be- 
lieved or  scouted,  prepares  the  way  for  the  slanders  that  blast 
hi?  good  name  for  ever. 

The  circumstances  of  Colonel  Burr  at  this  time  were,  as  Mr. 
Adams  stated,  embarrassed.  This  was  chiefly  owing  to  the 
unfoilunate  issue  of  certain  land  speculations  in  which  he  had 
participated,  and  to  his  devotion  to  ]>oIitics.  His  practice, 
however,  was  so  large  that,  with  proper  care  and  average  for- 
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tunc,  he  would  have  recovered  his  loflseSi  tnd  founded  sa 
estate.  But  just  now,  more  than  ever,  there  was  a  demand 
for  all  the  resources  of  his  mind  in  preparing  for  the  impending 
struggle  between  the  two  great  parties.    To  this  contest  he 

had  devoted  himself. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

THE    ELECTION    OF    1800. 

Oloomt  Proapkctb  of  thk  Rkpurlicaks  —  BuEE  CoNFiPKXT  —  Fkdkkal  Erroks — A»- 
BiMT  OP  Judge  PErK  —  Hamiltom'8  Scurme  for  Ciiratino  tub  Pkoplk  —  John 
Adams's  Narrative  —  Burr's  Tactics  —  IIe  Wins  over  General  Uates — Judub 
LiviNfWTuiv  AiiD  GuvKKXOR  CLiNTOif  — Hamilton  and  Burr  at  the  Polls  — Tim 
YicTORT  —  Hamilton's  Unworthy  Expedients  —  Burb  Frustrates  toem — Tub 
Tut  Between  Jefpebson  and  Bitbr. 

It  was  Aaron  Burr  who  taught  the  democratic  party  how 
to  conquer. 

The  prospect  was  gloomy.  As  the  time  for  clioosing  presi- 
dential electors  drew  near,  it  became  apparent  that  the  State 
of  New  York  would  decide  the  contest  in  the  Union,  and  that 
the  city  would  decide  the  contest  in  the  State.  To  every 
leading  Republican  in  the  country,  except  one,  defeat  looked 
inevitable.  John  Jay,  in  1798,  had  been  elected  governor 
over  Chancellor  Livingston  by  a  majority  of  2,382,  which  was 
then  a  great  majority.  In  1799,  the  Republican  ticket  in  the 
city,  headed  by  the  name  of  Aaron  Burr,  had  been  defeated 
by  a  majority  of  900.  In  April,  1800,  the  electins:  legislature 
was  to  be  chosen.  JefTei-sou  might  well  say,  as  he  did  say, 
one  month  before  the  New  York  election,  that  he  considered 
the  contest  more  doubtful  than  that  of  1790.  But  Burr  would 
not  admit  the  idea  of  failure.  He  breathed  the  fire  of  his  own 
sanguine  disposition  into  the  hearts  of  his  followers,  and  kept 
every  faculty  on  the  alert  to  take  instant  advantage  of  the  en- 
emy's mistakes. 

Uis  house  became  the  rendezvous  of  the  more  ardent  and 
resolute  members  of  the  party,  who  were  proud  of  their  chief, 
and  confident  that  in  the  abounding  resources  of  his  ingenious 
intellect  alone  lay  the  means  of  victory.  Mr.  Davis  tolls  us 
that  this  devoted  band  was  composed  of  young  men  of  gal- 
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]ant  bearing  and  disinterested  views,  who  beheld  in  Colonel 
Burr  a  patriot  hero  of  the  Revolution,  who  had  mingled  with 
tlieir  fathers  on  tlie  battle-field,  and  periled  his  all  in  their 
country^s  cause.  In  this  circle  no  local  or  personal  interests 
^vcre  allowed  to  be  discussed.  One  object  alone  was  ever 
mentioned  or  considered,  and  that  was  the  triamph  of  the  Re- 
])ubliean  party.  The  talents,  the  energy,  the  reckless  courage, 
and  the  reckless  generosity  of  the  young  politicians,  whom  the 
fascinatinu:  manner  and  chivalrous  sentiments  of  Colonel  Burr 
had  attracted  and  leagued  around  him,  are  testified  to  by 
many  writers  of  the  time, 

'  Then  it  was  that  the  party  began  to  submit  to  that  disci- 
2)1* ne  which  gave  it  twenty-five  years  of  victory.  '*  All  who 
numbered  themselves  as  its  members,"  says  Professor  Ren- 
wick  {Lf/fi  of  De  liS^tt  Clinton)^  ^^  were  required  to  yield 
iniplicit  obedience  to  the  will  of  its  majority  ;  that  majority 
was  made  to  move  at  the  beck  of  committees,  which  concen* 
trated  the  ]>ower  in  the  hands  of  a  few  individuals.  Denunci- 
ation as  a  traitor  was  the  fate  of  him  who  ventured  to  act  in 
conformity  to  his  individual  o])inion,  when  it  did  not  meet 
with  the  general  sjmclion."  This  omnipotenc  organiz,ition 
Avas  not  coni]>leted  in  a  camj)aign,  but  it  began  in  1799,  and 
grew  out  of  the  precepts  and  the  example  of  Aaron  Burr  and 
his  'myrmidons.' 

The  efforts  of  Burr  and  his  friends  were  most  opportunely 
assisted  by  the  errors  of  the  Federalists.  Tiie  government 
was  exasperating  a  loyal  nation  by  its  stringent  enforcement 
of  the  Alien  and  Sedition  Laws.  Thirty  thousand  Frenchmen 
and  five  thousand  "  United  Irishmen,"  refugees  from  political 
storms  at  home,  now  felt  themselves  unsafe  in  the  land  which 
had  been  extolled  as  the  asylum  for  the  oppressed  of  all  na- 
tions. They  weie  loud  and  furious  against  the  law  which 
empowered  the  President  to  banish  aliens  whom  he  should 
deem  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  United  States.  Among 
the  victims  of  theSejbtion  Law  was  the  pious  politician,  Judge 
Peck,  who  was  prosecuted  for  merely  circuhtting  a  bitterly- 
worded  petition  for  the  repeal  of  the  odious  laws.  Nothing 
better  could  have  happened  for  the  Republicans.     A  bench* 
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warrant  was  issued.  Peck  was  arrested  in  Otsego,  and  con- 
veyed all  the  way  to  New  York,  affording  to  the  State  an  un- 
paralleled and  rousing  spectacle.  "  A  hundred  missionaries  in 
the  cause  of  democracy,"  remarks  Dr.  Hammond,  "  stationed 
between  New  York  and  Cooperstown,  could  not  have  done  so 
much  for  the  Republican  cause  as  the  journey  of  Judge  Peck, 
as  a  prisoner,  from  Otsego  to  New  York.  It  was  nothing  less 
than  the  public  exhibition  of  a  suffering  martyr  for  the  free- 
dom of  speech  and  the  press,  and  the  right  of  petitioning,  to 
the  view  of  the  citizens  of  the  various  places  through  which 
the  marshal  traveled  with  his  prisoner." 

Yet  such  was  the  hon*or  of  democracy  in  the  northern 
States,  after  the  total  failure  of  the  French  Revolution,  and 
^uch  was  the  strength  of  old  habits  and  ideas,  that  even  events 
like  these  were  not  sufficient  to  change  the  politics  of  the 
nation. 

But  there  was  trouble  brewing  between  the  Federal  lead- 
.^Aers.  In  spite  of  his  cabinet,  Mr.  Adams  had  made  peace  with 
France,  and  thus  frustrated  the  military  aspirations  of  General 
Hamilton.  Besides,  Adams  was  a  most  unmanageable  man. 
He  did  not  like  Hamilton,  and  Hamilton  could  not  endure 
him,  and  was  detei-mined,  by  fair  means  or  by  foul,  to  get  rid 
of  him.  By  fair  means,  this  could  not  have  been  done,  for, 
in  New  England,  the  home  and  stronghold  of  Federalism, 
Adams  was  the  strongest  man.  Hamilton's  scheme  was,  that 
John  Adams  and  C.  C.  Phickney  should  be  the  Federal  candi- 
dates for  President  and  Vice-President,  but  Pinckney  should, 
by  secret  maneuvers,  be  made  to  receive  a  vote  or  two  more 
than  Adams,  and  thus  be  elected  to  the  first  office.  The  peo- 
pie  were  to  he  deliberately  cheated.  They  were  to  be  deluded 
with  the  idea,  that,  while  voting  for  certain  legislators,  they 
were  voting  John  Adams"  into  a  second  term  of  the  Presi- 
dency ;  but  their  votes  were  really  to  have  the  effect  of  put- 
ting Adams  back  again  into  the  Vice-Presidency,  and  of 
making  General  Pinckney  President ! 

John  Adams's  own  graphic  version  of  the  story  is  as  fol- 
lows: ^^  Hamilton  made  a  journey  to  Boston,  Providence,  etc., 
to  persuade  the  people  and  their  legislatures,  but  without  sue- 
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cess,  to  throw  away  some  of  their  TOtes,  that  Adams  might 
not  luive  the  unanimous  vote  of  New  England ;  oonseqaently, 
that  Pinckney  might  be  brought  in  as  President,  and  Adams 
as  Vice-President.  Washington  was  dead,  and  the  Cincinnati 
were  assembled  at  New  York  to  choose  Hamilton  for  their 
new  President.  Whether  he  publicly  opened  his  project  to 
the  whole  assembly  of  the  Cincinnati  or  not,  I  will  not  say ; 
but  of  this  I  have  such  proof  as  I  can  not  donbt,  namely,  that 
he  broached  it  privately  to  such  members  as  he  could  trust ; 
for  the  learned  and  pious  doctors,  Dwight  and  Badoock,  who, 
having  been  chaphiins  in  the  army,  were  then  attending  as 
two  reverend  knights  of  the  order,  with  their  blue  ribbons 
and  bright  eagles  at  their  sable  button-holes,  were  heard  to 
say  repeatedly  in  the  room  where  the  society  met,  *  We  mwti 
saerijice  Ada7n,%^  *  We  must  sacrifice  Adams,*  Of  this  fact  I 
have  such  evidence  that  I  should  dare  to  appeal,  if  it  were 
worth  while,  to  the  only  survivor,  Dr.  Dwight,  of  New  Haven 
Universilv. 

"  About  the  same  time,  walking  in  the  streets  of  Philadel- 
])hia,  I  met  on  the  o])jK)site  sidewalk,  Colonel  Joseph  Lyman, 
of  Springfield,  one  of  the  most  amiable  men  in  Congress,  and 
one  of  the  most  candid  men  in  the  world.  As  soon  as  he  saw 
me  he  crossed  over  to  my  side  of  the  street,  and  said,  '  Sir,  I 
cross  over  to  tell  you  some  news.'  *Ay!  what  news?  I 
hope  it  is  good!'  '  Hamilton  has  divided  the  Federalists,  and 
pro])<>s(Ml  to  them  to  give  you  the  go-by,  antl  bring  in  Pinek- 
ney.  By  this  step  he  has  divided  the  Federalists,  and  given 
great  olVense  to  the  honestcst  part  of  them.  I  am  glad  of  it, 
for  it  will  he  the  ruin  of  his  faction.'  My  answer  was,  'Colo- 
nel  Lyman,  it  will  be,  as  you  say,  the  ruin  of  his  tiietion ;  but 
it  will  also  be  the  ruin  of  honester  men  than  any  of  them.' 
And  with  these  words  1  marched  on,  and  left  hiiu  to  march 
the  other  wav.' 

*' I  was  soon  al\erward  informed,  by  personal' witnesses  and 
private  letters,  that  Hamilton  had  assembled  a  meeting  of  the 
citizen**  ami  mn<le  an  eialx^rate  harangue  to  them.  He  s|M)ko 
of  the  l*resident,  .John  Adams,  with  respect  !  Hut  with  what 
respect,  1  leave  you,  sir,  to  conjecture.    Hamilton  soon  after 


THB    BLBOTXOir    OF     1800.  247 

called  another  and  more  secret  caucus  to  prepare  a  list  of 
representatives  for  the  city  of  New  York,  in  their  State  leg- 
islature, who  were  to  choose  electors  of  President  and  Vice- 
{  President.  He  fixed  upon  a  list  of  his  own  friends,  people  of 
little  weight  or  consideration  in  the  city  or  the  country.  Burr, 
who  had  friends  in  all  circles,  had  a  copy  of  this  lis*t  brought  to 
him  immediately.  He  read  it  over,  with  great  gravity  folded 
it  up,  put  it  in  his  pocket,  and  without  uttering  another  word, 
said,  '  Now  I  /uive  him  hoUoio?  " 

And  he  really  ?uid  him  hollow.  In  a  moment,  the  means 
of  carrying  the  city,  upon  which  all  depended,  flashed  upon 
his  mind,  and  he  proceeded  forthwith  to  execute  the  scheme. 

His  first  step  was  to  prepare  a  list  of  candidates  to  represent 
the  city  in  the  Assembly.  But  a  difficulty  arose  at  the  very 
outset :  Hamilton's  whole  heart  wa.s  in  this  election,  and  it 
was  certain  that  he  would  take  nn  active  personal  part  in  the 
campaign  ;  and. that,  particularly,  during  the  three  days  of 
the  election,  his  harangues  to  the  people  would  be  more  ettect- 
ive  than  ever  before.  Burr,  too,  must  be  on  the  ground. 
It  was  also  thought  indispensable  to  the  complete  success  of 
the  plan,  that  he  should  be  a  member  of  the  legislature.  But 
if  his  name  were  on  the  city  ticket,  it  wouhl  ni*utralize  his  ex- 
ertions, as  he  would  seem  to  be  electioneering  and  haranguing 
for  himself.  Some  votes  wouhl  also  be  diverted  from  the  lie- 
publican  Kide*by  the  recollection  of  Burr's  agency  in  the  Man- 
hattan Bank  aff-iir.  In  this  dilemma,  it  was  suggested  that  he 
should  bo  a  candidate  tor  the  Assemblv  in  Orange  count v, 
where  he  was  In^tter  known  and  more  po|Hilar  than  in  any 
other  county.  This  part  of  the  plan  was  contitled  to  influen- 
tial Democrats  of  that  county,  and,  it  may  as  well  be  stated  at 
once,  was  successful. 

This  matter  disposed  of,  the  city  ticket  was  drawn  up. 
With  matchless  audacity.  Burr  proposed  to  his  c<)nre<lerates 
the  following  persons  as  ca!Mli<lates  for  the  Assembly.  At 
the  head  of  his  tieket,  he  placed  the  name  of  (leorge  Clin- 
ton, so  long  the  (Governor  of  the  St:it«',  now  retired  from 
all  public  employments,  and  declining  into  the  vale  of  years. 
Kelt  oamo  the  name,  not  less  distinguished,  of  the  conqueror 
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of  Burnrovne,  General  Hornlio  Grates.  Tlien  followed  Samael 
Ostrood,  llcnry  Untu^ers,  Elias  Neusen,  Thomas  Storm,  George 
Wai-iuT,  Pliili|>  .1.  Arculnrins,  James  limit,  Ezekiel  Robbiiis, 
Brockholst  Livinu;ston,  and  John  Sivartwont;  all  of  them  gen- 
tlemen wlio,  for  one  reason  or  another,  added  peculiar  strength 
to  the  ticket.  Os^^ood,  for  example,  had  been  a  member  of 
Congress,  and  Washington's  Postmaster-General,  and  was  a 
man  of  the  lii^hest  entimation  in  the  city.  Livingston  was  a 
very  eminent  lawyer,  afterward  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States.  He  was  a  son  of  that  Governor  of  New 
Jersey  whose  noble  eulogy  of  Burr's  father  I  have  elsewhere 
(|Uote<l.  Swart  wont,  very  popular  for  his  manly  bearing  and 
amiable  qualities,  was  Burr's  most  devoted  friend.  The  name 
of  Iviitijcers  is  still  funiliar  in  a  New  Yorker's  ear,  as  it  lives  in 
that  of  the  street  where  he  resided.  In  a  word,  Burr's  ticket, 
from  the  celebrity  of  some  of  its  names,  the  eminent  respect- 
ability of  others,  and  the  peculiar  jjopularity  of  the  rest,  was 
the  stronu:est  ever  ofl'ere«l  for  the  popular  snttVages  in  this 
State.  Above  all,  it  was  an  obvious  and  striking  conti*ast  to 
Hamilton's. 

To  <baw  up  an  im[)osin<^  catahv^ue  of  names  is  not  a  diffi- 
cult feat.  To  induce  those  ircnllemen  to  8tand  was  a  matter 
beset  with  dilKcnlties,  such  as,  perhaps,  no  man  in  the  world 
could  have  overcome  but  Aaron  Burr.  The  consent  of  the 
nine  hss  known  ])ersons  was  obtained  without  much  trouble. 
But  Clinton,  Livingston,  and  dates,  .each  representing  a  fac- 
tion of  the  ixreat  Ki'j)ublican  i>arty,  each  with  personal  aims, 
claims  an<l  jealousies,  neither  disposed  to  act  with  the  others, 
were,  for  a  lonir  time,  deaf  to  art^uments  and  to  entreaties, 
and  immovable  in  their  resolve  not  to  allow  their  names  to 
be  used.  Gates  was  one  of  Burr's  })eculiar  adherents,  and  ex- 
tremelv  averse  to  Hamilton  and  Schuvler,  with  whom  he  had 
bi'en  ill  friends  ever  since  the  time  of  the  cabal  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war.  Vet  neither  his  friendship  for  Burr  nor  hia  en- 
mity to  Schuyler,  nor  his  party  spirit,  nor  all  these  together 
Were  stronic  enouuh  to  overcome  his  repu;j^nanco  to  being  a 
ean«lidatc.  Liviui^ston  proved  the  most  tractable.  After  re- 
peated interviews,  Burr  wrung  from  him  a  reluctant  consent 
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to  run,  provided  Governor  Clinton  and  General  Gates  were 
candidates  also. 

This  was  a  great  point  gained.  Burr  now  applied  himself  to 
Gates  with  redoubled  energy.  There  are  vague  traditions 
that  the  art  with  which  Burr  worked  upon  the  foibles  and 
judgment  of  Gates  was  among  the  finest  displays  of  his  pecu- 
liar talent.  When  all  other  expedients  failed,  he  resorted  to 
importunate  persuasions,  and  the  general  was  induced  at  last 
to  say  that  he  would  stand,  if  Governor  Clinton  would. 

But  Clinton  was  the  hardest  case  of  all.  Clinton's  friends 
called  him  a  very  firm  man ;  his  opponents  thought  him  very 
obstinate.  His  ])ortrait  shows  the  strong,  downright,  immov- 
able, north-Ireland  character  of  the  man.  He  had  thick 
bushy  eye-brows,  a  well  developed  lower  face  and  double 
chin,  a  closed  large  mouth,  a  scrutinizing  look  out  of  the  eyes,  a 
good  medium  forehead,  with  his  scanty  gray  hair  combed  up  to 
hide  its  bald  summit.  It  is  the  plain,  shaggy-looking  face  of 
an  honest,  wary  north-of-Irelander.  Xow  Clinton  himself  had 
pretensions  to  the  presidency.  In  1763,  when  he  received 
fifty  electoral  votes  out  of  a  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  Jef- 
ferson had  but  four,  it  was  Clinton,  not  Jefferson,  that  seemed 
to  be  on  the  high  road  to  the  presidential  mansion.  The  rea- 
sons that  induce  a  party  to  change  its  standard-bearer  seldom 
convince  the  man  who  is  displaced.  In  a  word,  George  Clin- 
ton did  not  like  Thomas  Jefferson.  He  was  now  solicited  to 
stand  for  the  Assembly,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  helping  Jeffer- 
son into  the  presidential  chair ;  and  he  was  asked  to  do  this 
by  the  man  who,  though  a  stripling  aid-de-camp  when  George 
Clinton  was  the  foremost  man  of  the  State,  and  a  ]>erson  of 
Tiational  importance,  had  in  1797  received  thirty  electoral 
votes  to  Clinton's  f(»ur !  Governor  Clinton  was  an  able  and 
jKttriotic  man,  but  such  personal  considerations  as  these  have 
an  influence  over  all  but  the  very  best  of  the  species. 

Burr  never  had  a  harder  task  than  to  win  over  this  strong, 
prejudiced,  determined  man  to  the  purposes  of  the  party. 
Clinton  said  that  he  did  not  think  highly  of  Jefferson's  states- 
manship, and  had  not  faith  in  his  sincerity  as  a  Republican,  nor 
even  in  hiB  inteffrity  as  a  man.    Ho  thouglit  hiui  a  trimmer ; 

11* 
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and  so  thinkinor,  he  said  he  could  not  oonadentionsly  mipport 
him  for  the  hinrhost  office.  "  But,"  siud  the  governor,  on  one 
occaaion,  *'  if  you,  Mr.  BuiT,  were  the  candidate  for  the  presi- 
iilcntial  chnir,  I  would  act  with  pleasure^and  with  vigor.**  To 
such  objoctions  as  these.  Burr  replied  in  his  mild,  persnaaive 
way,  with  not  the  smallest  appearance  of  effect.  Committees 
and  Rub-conimittees  and  individuala,  by  turns,  besieged  the 
governor\s  ear,  ibr  three  deys.  There  was  a  final  interview 
at  lengtli,  between  the  governor  and  the  nominating  com- 
mittee, at  Burr's  own  house.  All  the  old  arguments  were  used, 
and  new  ones  oilered.  The  committee  expostulated,  and  the 
committee  entreated,  but  the  tough  old  soldier  stood  to  his 
purpose  with  a  ])ertinacity  worthy  of  his  race.  Burr  then 
Hai<l,  that  it  was  a  right  inherent  in  a  community  to  command 
the  sorv  icL>s  of  an  individual  at  a  great  crisis,  and  declared  the 
intention  of  ihe  party  to  nominate  and  elect  Governor  Clinton, 
without  regard  to  his  inclination.  The  governor  at  last  made 
this  slight  eoni'e.ssion,  that  he  would  not  publicly  repudiate  the 
nomination,  lie  afterward  agreed  that,  during  the  canvass,  he 
would  refrain,  in  his  ordinary  conversation,  from  denouncing 
Jetierson  in  the  st\  lo  that  had  become  habitual  to  him.  The 
old  n^an  was  true  to  his  promise,  but  neither  he  nor  his  rising 
nejihew,  De  Witt  Clinton,  nor  his  son,  nor  any  of  his  connec- 
tions, personally  assisted  in  the  campaign,  as  they  had  been 
wont  to  do  in  previous  contests. 

The  curtain  was  now  litled.  A  public  meeting  under  im- 
posing ausj>ices  was  held,  at  which  the  ticket  was  announced 
and  ratified  with  enthusiasm.  It  gave  life  and  hope  to  the 
despairing  llcpublicans.  It  alarmed  the  Federalists,  who,  till 
now,  had  been  confuient  of  a  victorv. 

III  arranging  the  details  of  the  campaign.  Burr's  skillful 
hand  was  cniployed  with  good  cirect.  The  finance  committee 
had  prij)ared  a  list  of  the  wealthy  Kcpublicans,  with  the  sum 
which  they  proposed  to  solicit  attached  to  each  name;  On 
looking  over  the  list,  Colonel  Burr  o]>served  that  a  certain 
rich  man,  etpially  remarkable  for  zeal  and  parsimony,  was 
assessed  one  hundred  dollars. 

"  Strike  out  his  name,"  said  Biut,  "  for  you  will  not  get  the 
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money ;  and  from  the  moment  the  demand  is  made  upon  him, 
his  exertions  will  cease,  and  you  will  not  see  him  at  the  polls 
during  the  election." 
I  The  name  was  erased.  Lower  down  in  the  catalogue,  he 
noticed  the  same  sum  placed  opposite  the  name  of  another 
man  who  was  liberal  with  his  money,  but  incorrigibly  lazy. 

"  Double  it,"  said  he,  "  and  tell  him  no  labor  will  be  ex- 
pected from  him,  except  an  occasional  attendance  in  the  com- 
*  mittee-rooms  to  help  fold  the  tickets.   He  will  pay  you  the  two 
hundred  dollars,  and  thank  you  for  letting  him  off  so  easily." 

This  was  done.  The  result,  in  both  cases,  proved  the  truth 
of  Burr's  prediction.  The  lazy  man  paid  the  money  without 
a  demur,  and  the  zealous  man  worked  day  and  night. 

Last  of  all,  Colonel  Burr  devoted  himself  to  operating  di- 
rectly on  the  public  mind.  He  provided  for  a  succession  of 
ward  and  general  meetings,  most  of  which  he  himself  attended 
and  addressed.  He  kept  the  canvass  all  alive  by  his  indefat- 
igable activity.  He  declared  everywhere  that  the  party  really 
had  a  majority  in  the  city  ;  and  it  was  only  necessary  to  awaken 
such  an  interest  in  the  election  as  would  draw  out  every  Re- 
publican vote,  and  the  victory  was  theirs.  This  was  no  ran- 
dom assertion.  By  means  of  lists  of  the  voters,  with  the  polit- 
ical history  of  each,  appended  in  parallel  columns,  which  were 
incessantlv  added  to  and  corrected,  as  new  information*  was 
obtained,  he  had  reduced  the  important  department  of  j)olit- 
ical  prophecy  almost  to  certainty.  He  wouM  have  made  it 
quite  certain,  but  for  circumstances  which,  though  they  often 
decide  elections,  can  not,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  foretoM. 
The  weather  of  election  day  is  one  of  these.  In  Burr's  lists, 
not  only  a  man's  opinions  were  noted,  but  his  degree  of  zeal, 
liis  temperament,  his  health,  his  habits,  all  these  things  were 
taken  into  account,  to  ascertain  what  quantity  of  excitement 
or  inducement  was  necessary  to  overcome  the  fatal  projiensity 
of  the  comfortable  citizen  to  neglect  voting.  Thus,  on  one 
occ^ision,  when  Ct)lonel  Burr  was  nnming  for  office,  and  the 
first  two  days  of  the  election  had  passed  without  either  can- 
didate getting  a  decided  atlvantnge,  he  said,  ^'If  it  is  a  fine 
day  to-morrow  I  shall  get  a  small  majority  in  the  city  ;  if  not, 
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not.^'  Th(^  (lav  was  fine,  and  the  event  justified  his  confident 
pi'CMliction.  The  leadera  of  the  party  in  the  city,  knowing  tho 
accuracy  aiitl  extent  of  his  information,  received  his  prophe- 
cies of  success  on  the  present  occasion  more  as  information 
than  as  ])rediction.  They  were  buoyant  with  hope,  that  the 
party,  after  twelve  years  of  defeat,  was  now  on  the  eve  of  a 
national  triuni])li.* 

The  polls  opened  on  the  morning  of  April  29th,  and  closed 
at  sunset  on  the  2d  of  May.  During  these  three  days,  the 
exertions  of  both  parties  were  immense.  Hamilton  was  in 
the  tield  aniniatini^  hi»  followers  with  his  powerful  declama 
lion.  Burr  addressed  large  assemblages  of  Republicans.  Some- 
times both  champions  appeared  on  the  same  platform,  and 
addressed  the  multitude  in  turn,  upon  the  questions  in  dispute. 
On  these  occasions,  their  bearing  toward  one  another  was  so 
irracefully  courteous,  as  to  bo  remembered  by  many  in  the 
crowd  they  addressed,  long  atler  the  matter  of  their  8j>eeclies 
was  forLTotlcn. 

The  contest  closed.  Before  the  rival  chiefs  slept  on  the 
niixht  of  the  2d  of  Mav,  the  news  was  brouixht  to  them  that 
the  Kepublicans  had  carried  the  city  by  a  majority  of  490 

Votes. 

lla'nilton  was  not  ]»re|)ared  for  defeat,  and  the  news  struck 
him  like  a  blow.      Nothimi:  but  some  desperate  ex]>edient 

*  CoIoiM-l  Knapp,  nutlior  of  a  short  iiU'iiuMr  of  Bnrr,  "\vritt<^n  in  a  fricivily 
Fpirit.  ^ays  a  li*\v  w<»rtls  rc-jMcfm^^  the  manner  of  Burr's  intvreoiinic  with  x\w 
]KiHy  out  i)(  doors,  ^vhi^•h  may  ht^piot'd  hero.  I  copy  it  tl»o  more  willinirly. 
])•  oan-j-  tl.'  <rn  at  nias^  <.f  Avliat  I  (pioti*  from  otliors  roajhctinj;  Uurr  was  con- 
(M.'iv  il  in  tnniity  or  rcpn^MuaKv  to  him.  ''C<»lon('l  lUirr,"  says  Mr.  Knapp, 
"n(.'V<r  fuurt'ii  {ho  niDli  hy  niin-^linir  witli  tluMn,  and  sliarin;;  their  njov«>- 
jir  rit- ;  r»r  it  wa:-;  s.  hi  nn  they  ni-t  liim.  lie  made  no  couverts  by  jitv*  r 
7/tf/'/ sinrio.  and  ihry  hkid  him  thi' ht'iicr  for  all  this  aostraotioii  frtwi  ilio 
j^n  at  h(»'ly  itf  dt'iiKKTacy  ;  hnt  \vh''n»vi.r  lu- canii*  in  contact  with  tlio  huni« 
bh^t  of  h;8  admirt'is,  it  was  w-.H  kn«»\vn  that  lie  troat(Hlthem  so  blandiv  tiiat 
his  manii'Ts  weronMiuinlMTi-d  when  liie  whol-.»  C(»':versation  was  for^»{ttn. 
lIi-5  maiin'r-i  w<.iv  tii"  mi»>t  cf-nrlly  df  any  one  <'f  liis  aire.  Ik*  had  nor  the 
para«i'.'  n[  Morn?^.  ntir  the  ^;ravity  oi'  .lay;  hut  lie  never  lor  a  moment  torjjot 
hiins  If  hy  a^slmption  or  t.'O  mneh  tinniliarity.  The  seIf-|K>s«!«">sion  wh.ieh 
he  always  su.-tainr*!  piv«'  him  ;.''r«.at  advanta;rerf  over  other  men  who  are  vaa* 
mU  to  their  passions,  and  at  time??  eau  not  hide  their  woakucssca.'' 
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could  now  save  the  Union  from  fallinsr  into  the  hands  of  the 
Philistines;  and  in  the  frenzy  of  his  disappointment  he  re- 
solved upon  trying  a  desperate  expedient. 

The  next  day,  while  the  city  was  in  the  first  flush  of  excite- 
ment at  the  news,  Hamilton  called  together  a  few  of  the  most 
influential  Federalists,  and  laid  before  them  his  scheme ;  which 
was,  to  induce  Governor  Jay  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the 
old  legislature  (whose  term  of  service  had  still  eiglit  weeks 
to  run),  for  the  purpose  of  changing  the  mode  of  choosing 
presidential  electors.  Two  years  before,  Burr  had  attempted 
to  carry  a  bill  through  the  legislature,  providing  ,hat  the 
electors  should  be  chosen  directly  by  the  people,  V'ting  by 
districts.  His  object,  since  he  then  despaired  of  getting  a  Re- 
publican majority  in  the  legislature,  was  to  secure  ^>ar^  of  the 
electoral  college  of  the  State  tor  the  democratic  candidate  at 
the  next  presidential  election.  Tiie  Federalists  saw  hi?  object, 
and  defeated  it,  though  a  juster  measure  was  never  proposed. 
Hamilton,  a  sudden  convert  to  this  policy,  was  now  \y^\\t  on 
accomplishing,  by  unworthy  means,  what  Colonel  Bur»-  had 
honorably  endeavored  before  him.  The  Fedt^ral  caucus  jumped 
at  the  mean  expedient,  and  Hamilton,  the  next  day,  wrot**  an 
elaborate  letter  to  the  governor,  unfolding  the  plan,  and  urg- 
ing Its  instant  executiim. 

The  anti-Federal  party,  he  wrote,  was  a  com|)osition  of  very 
incongruous  materials,  but  all  of  them  tendiftf/  to  mischief ; 
some  lo  the  emasculation  of  the  government,  others  to  revolu- 
tionizing it  in  the  style  of  Bonaparte.  The  govorinnent  must 
not  be  confided  to  the  custody  of  its  enemies.  True,  the  mea- 
sure proposed  was  o|>en  to  objection.  But  a  popular  govern- 
ment could  not  stand  if  one  party  called  to  its  aid  all  the 
resources  which  vice  could  give,  and  the  other,  however 
pressing  the  emergency,  felt  itself  obliged  to  confine  itself 
within  the  ordinary  forms  of  delicacy  and  decorum.  These 
forms  were  valuable  ;  but  they  ought  not  to  hinder  the  taking 
of  a  step  strictly  legal  and  constitutional,  to  \ivv\i}\\t  an  atheist 
in  religion  and  a  fanatic  in  politics  from  getting  possession 
of  the  helm  of  State. 

The  letter  was  dispatched.    Judge  of  the  constemation  of 
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its  author  an<l  liis  caucus  when  they  read,  in  a  Repnblicnn 
newspMiKM'  of  the  following  day ^  a  full  exposure  of  the  sclictne, 
indu(Iin<i:  :ui  nccouut  of  the  caucus,  its  proceedings,  and  the 
measure  it  had  concluded  to  recommend.  The  public  read 
this  article  with  incredulity.  Even  the  Federal  editors,  who 
were  not  in  the  secret,  denounced  it  as  the  basest  of  slanders. 
"  Wiiere  is  the  American,"  exclaimed  one  of  them,  "who  will 
not  detest  the  author  of  this  infamous  lie  ?  If  there  is  a  man 
to  be  found  who  will  sanction  this  publication,  he  is  worse  than 
the  worst  of  Jacobins !"  No  doubt,  many  a  Federalist  went 
to  his  grave  in  the  belief  that  the  story  was  a  weak  invention 
of  the  enemy.  Among  the  papers  of  Governor  Jay,  Hamil- 
ton's letter  was  found,  with  this  honest  indorsement,  in  the 
governor's  hand  :  ^^ Proposing  a  measure  for partg  purpo9e», 
xch'ich  I  think  It  icould  not  become  me  to  adoptJ*^  For  party 
pin-[M)ses,  says  the  candid  governor,  summarily  disposing  of 
Hamilton's  self-deceiving  array  of  tine  motives. 

That  Hamilton  should  have  deliberately  made  such  a  pro 
posal,  shows  more  than  the  limitc<lness  of  his  understandinir, 
and  his  ignorance  of  the  state  of  things  in  which  he  lived.  It 
shows  that,  with  all  his  i^entlemanliness  of  demeanor  and  foel- 
inir,  he  was  not  a  thonnajh-brctJ  gentleman;  a  character,  the 
distinguishing  and  essential  (juality  of  which  is,  a  love  of  faiu 
PLAY.  He  had,  of  his  own  iVee  will,  gone  down  into  the 
arena,  an«l  accejited  battle  on  the  known  and  usual  conditions. 
He  was  beaten  fiiirly.  Then  he  attempted,  by  a  secret  and 
nnworthv  maneuver,  to  steal  the  laurel  from  the  victor's 
brow  while  he  slept. 

I  Jut  the  vi(!tor  was  not  asleep.  Before  the  election,  Burr 
had  obtained  an  intimatic^i  \\ow\  some  quarter  that  it*  the  He- 
publicans  should  (;arry  the  city,  means  would  be  found  to  de- 
]»riv('  tlicm  of  the  fruits  of  their  triumph.  Upon  this  hint  he 
acted.  From  the  moment  the  polls  closed  every  movement 
was  watched.  The  counting  of  the  votes  was  closely  scrutin- 
ized. The  txoiu'jcsand  comings  of  the  leading'  Federalists  were 
obsiMvecl,  and  thus  the  meeting  of  the  caucus  was  :iscertained, 
and  its  schemes  exi)0sed  and  bailled.  The  particular  means 
by  which  the  [»roceedings  of  the  caucus  were  discovered,  I 
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liave  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  The  whisper  at  the  time  was 
that  Hamilton  and  Burr  were  both  enamored  of  the  same  frail 
woman,  who  really  loved  Burr,  but  endiire<l  Hamilton  oftly 
that  she  might  beguile  him  of  secrets  with  which  to  ingratiate 
herself  with  his  rival.  I  utterly  disbelieve  this  wretched  gos- 
sip. Nearly  every  such  tale  of  noted  men  ])roves,  when  exam- 
ined, to  be  a  fiible.  Neither  Hamilton  nor  Burr  was  blameless 
toward  women  ;  but  neither  of  them,  I  am  sure,  ever  addicted 
himself  to  the  kind  of  debauchery  which  is  implied  in  the  story 
referred  to. 

The  news  of  the  result  of  the  New  York  election  took  the 
country  by  surprise.  To  Jefferson  all  f^yes  were  now  turned 
as  the  man  destined  soon  to  wield  the  power  and  patronage 
of  the  government.  The  Federalists  had  been  so  long  accus- 
tomed to  conquer,  and  the  Republicans  to  be  only  a  vehe- 
ment, despisted,  and  hopeless  o|)position,  that  the  ])robability 
of  the  two  parties  changing  positions,  produced  an  effect  which 
may  be  imagined.  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Dr. 
Rush,  records  the  effect  of  the  startling  intelligerice  upon  the 
mind  of  President  Adams. 

"  On  the  day,"  wrote  Jefferson,  "  on  which  we  learned  in 
Piiiladelphia  the  vote  of  the  city  of  New  York,  which  it  was 
well  known  would  decide  the  vote  of  the  State,  and  that  again 
I  the  vote  of  the  Union,  I  called  on  ^fr.  Adams  on  some  official 
business.  He  was  verv  sensiblv  affected,  and  accosted  me 
with  these  words :  '  Well,  I  understand  that  vou  are  to  beat 
me  in  this  contest,  and  I  will  only  say  that  I  will  be  as  faith- 
ful a  subject  as  any  you  will  have.' 

"  'Air.  Adams,'  said  I,  *  this  is  no  personal  contest  between 
you  and  me.  Two  systems  of  jirinciples,  on  the  subject  of 
goverinnent,  divide  our  fellow-citizens  into  two  parties.  With 
one  of  these  you  concur,  an<l  I  with  the  other.  As  we  have 
been  longeron  the  public  stage  than  most  of  those  now  living, 
our  names  happen  to  be  more  generally  known.  One  of  these 
parties,  therefore,  has  put  your  name  at  its  head,  the  other 
mine.  Were  we  both  to  die  to-day,  to-morrow  two  other 
names  would  be  in  the  place  of  ours,  without  any  change  in 
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the  motion  of  the  machinery.    Its  motion  is  from  its  prindple, 

not  tVoTii  you  or  iny«elf.' 

'^^  ^  I  believe  you  are  right,'  said  he,  *that  we  are  but  pas- 
sive instruments,  and  should  not  suffer  this  matter  to  affect 
our  personal  dispositions.' " 

Hamilton  did  not  yet  despair.  One  of  his  first  letters,  writ- 
ten after  the  loss  of  New  York,  concedes  the  probability  of  a 
Repuhliean  success,  but  he  adds  that  his  sclieme  of  secretly 
supporting  Pinckney  for  the  presidency,  instead  of  Adams, 
'^  is  the  only  tiling  that  can  save  us  from  the  fangs  of  Jeffer- 
son." A  few  days  a^ler,  he  writes  to  the  same  friend,  that 
^^  under  Adams,  as  under  Jefferson,  the  government  will  sink.** 
A  week  or  two  later,  to  another  gentleman,  he  quotes  Frank* 
Tnfs  ciiaracter  of  Adams  (^^  always  honest,  sometimes  great, 
hut  utlen  mad''),  and  adds  that  Adams  is  honest  indeed,  but 
only  '^  as  far  as  a  man  excessively  vain  and  jealous,  and  ign(h 
hit/  attached  to  j/lace,  can  be."  Thenceforth  Hamilton's  ef- 
forts  were  directed  to  the  single  object  of  concentrating  U|>on 
Pinckney  the  entire  strength  of  the  Federal  party,  north  and 
south.  For  this  he  sdiemed,  and  wrote,  and  talked,  and  toiled, 
and  traveled  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1800.  But 
he  had  a  nimble,  a  dexterous,  a  sleepless  advei*sary. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  sunnner,  Hamilton  prepared  a 
j>amplilet,  in  which  he  stated  his  reasons  for  ohjecling  to  the 
reeled  ion  of  the  President,  descanting  freely  upon  his  public 
coiiduct,  and  his  personal  intirmities.  This  pamphlet  was  en- 
titled :  "  A  lA'tter  from  Alexander  Hamilton,  concerning  the 
Pnl)lic  Conducrt  an<l  Character  of  John  Adams,  Esipiire,  Pres- 
ident of  the  Unite«l  States."  It  was  designed,  first,  to  serve 
as  a  (-ircular  letter  to  very  conti<lential  Iriends  in  New  Kn- 
gland,  and,  secontlly,  to  he  disseminated  extensively  in  the 
South,  particularly  in  Soulli  Carolina,  at  so  late  a  ]>eriod  of 
the  canvass  that  the  double-play  could  not  be  known  at  the 
North  till  the  election  was  over.  The  jiamphlet  was  sent  to 
the  printer,  under  the  most  stringent  stipulations  that  the 
work  should  be  execute<l  secretlv,  and  every  cony  delivered 
into  Hamilton's  own  hands.  The  story  goes,  that  Colonel 
liurr,  wlio  was  ever  an  early  riser,  was  walking  in  the  streets 
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near  Hamilton's  lioiise,  very  early  one  morning,  when  he  met 
a  bov  carrvincc  a  covered  basket. 

"  What  have  you  there,  my  lad  ?"  asked  Burr,  who  was 
prone  to  accost  young  people  that  he  met  in  the  streets. 

"  Pamphlets  for  General  Hamilton,"  replied  the  boy,  not 
knowing  their  importance. 

BuiT  asked  for  one,  and  the  boy  complied  without  hesita- 
tion. Burr  took  the  pamphlet,  and,  at  one  glance,  saw  what 
a  prize  chance  had  thrown  in  his  way.  This  is  the  current 
story ;  but  it  is  improbable.  Mr.  Davis  merely  says,  that 
Colonel  Burr,  having  ascertaine<l  that  such  a  pamphlet  was 
in  press,  made  "arrangements"  for  procuring  a  copy  as  soon 
as  the  printing  should  be  completed.  How  he  obtained  the 
pamphlet  is,  therefore,  uncertain,  but  the  essential  fact  re- 
mains, that  he  obtained  it. 

In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  he  summoned  to  his  house 
three  of  his  confederates,  John  Swailwout,  Robert  Swart- 
wout,  and  M.  L.  Davis,  to  whom  he  read  the  pamphlet,  and 
unfolded  the  plan  he  had  formed  of  hurling  it,  a  hissing  bomb- 
ahell,  into  the  camp  of  the  enemy.  He  simply  proposed  to 
give  the  leading  contents  of  the  pamphlet  suddcMi  and  univer- 
sal publicity.  Extracts  were  accordingly  ma<le  on  the  spot, 
and  Davis  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  procuring  their 
simultaneous  insertion  in  one  of  the  principal  Republican 
journals  of  New  England,  and  in  the  Aurora  of  Philadelphia. 
The  extracts  appeared.  They  produced  all  the  eftect  the  bit- 
terest enemy  of  the  Federal  party  could  have  desired.  Aston- 
ishment and  incredulity,  by  turns,  beset  the  Federal  intellect, 
but  the  publication  of  new  passages,  from  time  to  time,  to- 
gether with  the  popular  recognition  of  Hamilton\s  style,  soon 
banished  all  doubt  that  the  great  leader  had  l>een  playing  a 
double  game.  He  thought  it  best,  at  length,  to  publish  the 
pamphlet  entire,  and  a  few  days  before  the  presidential  elect- 
ors were  to  be  chosen  it  appeared. 

Tiiis  exposure  destroyed  the  last  hope  of  the  Federalists. 
"  It  rent  the  party  in  twain,"  as  a  writer  truly  observes.  A 
month  after  the  pamphlet  appeared,  William  Duane,  editor  of 
the  Aurcra<i  that  terror  of  the  respectable  Federalists,  sent 
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a  copy  of  it  to  General  Collot,  of  Paris.  Chance  preserved 
that  copy,  and,  within  these  few  years,  bronght  it  back  to  the 
United  States,  with  the  note  that  originally  accompanied  it, 

which  reads  thus : 

"  CnizEx-GKXKUAL. — This  pamphlet  has  done  more  mis- 
cliief  to  the  ])arties  concerned,  than  all  the  labors  of  the 
Aurora,  Wiluam  Duanb.*' 

AdanLs  said  of  it,  that  *^  if  the  single  purpose  bad  been  to 
defeat  the  President,  no  more  propitious  moment  could  have 
been  chosen.'^  And  again  :  ^^One  thing  I  know,  that  Cicero 
w  as  not  sacrificed  to  the  vengeance  of  Antony  by  the  unfeel- 
inir  seltlshness  of  the  latter  triumvirate,  more  egregiously  than 
John  Adams  was  to  the  unbridled  ambition  of  Alexander 
Hamilton  in  the  American  triumvirate!" 

Jolin  Adams  was,  indeeil,  so  thoroughly  disgusted  with 
][amllton\s  treason  to  the  head  of  his  party,  that,  down  to  a 
late  ])eri()d  of  his  life,  he  could  seldom  write  his  name  without 
addiuLC  to  it  an  epithet  of  repugnance.  Burr  he  always  men- 
tions wiih  respect. 

TIamiltuirs  conduct  in  this  business  was  utterly  unjustifiable. 
Xot  a  thousan*!  voters  in  the  country  had  so  much  as  thouirlit 
of  Pinckney  tor  President.  In  the  newspapers,  and  the  public 
mei'tin<j:s,  Atlams,  and  only  Adams,  was  named  as  the  Fed- 
eral cau<lidate  for  the  first  oflice.  Hamilton's  intrigue  was 
theref()n»  a  desiiijn  to  frustrate  the  peojile's  will  by  putting  into 
the  presidential  chair  a  man  who  had  not  even  been  named  for 
the  oflice  before  the  ])eople.  Two  palliating  circumstances 
however,  may  be  mentioned.  One  is  that  Hamilton,  being  a 
Tory  by  nature,  had  really  no  conception  of  what  Democrats 
mean  by  the  rltjhts  of  the  jHio/>k,  Another  is,  that,  at  that 
day,  presi«lential  electors  were  not  fpiile  the  mere  formality 
they  have  since  become;  but  were  sup|)(>S(;d  to  nave,  in  8<mio 
dcLcne,  a  rij^ht  of  choice.  It  may  also  be  said  of  Alexander 
Hamilton,  that  it'  he  intriiLCUcd  dishonorably,  he<lid  so  from  an 
linnoi:i]>lc  motive.  Of  his  rival,  we  may  sav,  that  he  intrimieil, 
for  the  m«»st  part,  honorahly  and  for  <;ood  purposes,  but  with- 
out bcini^  animated  by  ])ublic  spirit.  No  one,  1  think,  can 
long  read  the  writings  of  Hamilton  without  feeling  himself  to 
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be  in  contact  with  a  nature  essentially  good  ;  but  narrow  and 
inflexible  for  that  expanding  age;  that  era  of  hope,  idea,  and 
invention;  that  glorious  dawn  of  abetter  Day  than  the  world 
has  ever  known.  He  saw  that  democracy  is  a  resolving  of 
society  back  again  into  its  original  elements !  Democracy  is 
chaos  lie  would  say.  True,  Democracy  contending  with  Privi- 
ege  is  chaos.     But  after  chaos  comes  creation  ! 

A  President  and  Vice-President  were  now  to  be  chosen  by 
the  electors.  Among  the  Republicans  there  was  but  one  name 
mentioned  for  the  first  office,  and  that  was  Thomas  Jefferson. 
But  for  the  second  there  were  competitors.  In  those  days, 
what  we  now  accomplish  by  nominating  conventions,  was  done 
by  party  caucuses  of  the  members  of  Congress.  A  few  days 
after  the  news  of  the  great  New  York  election  reached  Phila- 
delphia, a  Republican  caucus  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
ciding upon  a  candidate  for  the  vice-presidency.  A  nomina- 
tion was  equivalent  to  an  election,  and  the  caucus  therefore 
proceeded  cautiously.  At  the  first  meeting  it  was  only  set- 
tled that  the  candidate  should  be  selected  from  New  York,  as 
it  was  New  York  that  had  just  made  the  final  victory  more 
than  probable.  A  gentleman  was  appointed  to  converse  with 
the  leading  politicians  of  that  State  and  rei)ort  to  the  caucus 
their  preferences.  The  choice,  it  was  found,  lay  between  three 
men,  Chancellor  Livingston,  George  Clinton,  and  Aaron  Burr. 
It  was  at  once  concluded  that  Chancellor  Livinorston'sdeafneM 
was  an  insuperable  objection  to  an  oilicer  who  would  have  to 
preside  over  a  deliberative  body,  and  he  was  set  aside.  Clin- 
ton and  BuiT  were  the  two  remaining.  Of  the  negotiation 
which  resulted  in  the  selection  of  Burr  various  accotnits  have 
])een  given.  The  probable  vei'sion  is  that  George  Clinton  de- 
sired the  Domination,  and  that  his  family  and  friends  demande-.l 
It  for  him ;  but  that  the  Burrites,  urging  the  pal})able  fact, 
that  to  Burr,  and  Burr  alone,  the  democratic  victory  was 
due,  claimed  it  Htronuously  for  their  chief.  In  '90,  they 
might  have  urged,  he  had  received  thirty  electoral  votes;  and 
as  the  ])arty  used  his  name  when  success  was  scarcely  hoped 
for  by  the  most  sanguine,  it  was  but  fair  that  it  should  be 
taken  up  when  auccess  was  nearly  certain.    Burr  was  nomi* 
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natcfl.    Clinton  was  soon  after  elected  once  more  to  the  gov- 

crnorshi])  of  tlie  State. 

Jlaniilton  w:\s  dreadfully  embittered  a^inst  Burr  by  the 
cvcMit.s  of*  this  summer.  The  rage  of  hia  •'  faction,"  saya  John 
Adams,  ^^  appeared  to  me  then,  and  has  over  since  appeared, 
an  absolute  delirium.'*  In  August,  we  find  Hamilton  writing 
to  his  friend  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  in  the  following  atnunnpOD 
the  ])rospeets  of  the  campaign  : 

"There  seems  to  be,"  said  he,  "too  much  probability  that 
Jefferson  or  l^irr  will  be  President.  The  latter  is  intri«riiing 
M'ith  all  his  iniirht  in  New  Jersey,  Rhode  Island,  and  Ver- 
mont;  and  there  is  a  possibility  of  some  success  in  his  in- 
triirues.  Me  counts  positively  on  the  universal  support  of  the 
anti-Federalists ;  and  that  by  some  adventitious  aid  from  other 
(piarters,  he  will  oveitop  his  friend  Jefferson.  Admitting  the 
first  point,  the  eonelusion  may  be  realized,  and,  if  it  is  so,  Burr 
will  certainly  attempt  to  reform  the  government  d  In  JBttonO' 
jHirfe,  He  is  as  unprincipled  and  dan^jerous  a  man  as  any 
country  can  boast — as  true  a  Catiline  as  ever  met  in  niidni<;ht 
conclave.*" 

Hamilton's  assertions  respecting  the  movements  and  char- 
acter of  his  oj)p()nents,  are  absolutely  worthless  as  evidence. 
They  show  nothini^  but  the  liveliness  of  his  imaghintion,  the 
intensity  of  his  feelintjs,  and  the  smallness  of  his  information. 
The  jjassage  quot<'<l  is  about  as  credible  as  a  story  published 
in  the  Hostcui  Lufepcmknt  (-hroHirle^  in  the  summer  of  1800, 
to  the  effect,  that  Cii»neral  Hamilton  had  been  heard  to  sav 
that  "if  Mr.  Pincknev  was  not  elected  President,  a  revolution 
would  be  tlu;  consecpience,  ami  that,  within  tl^e  next  four 
years,  ht»  should  lose  his  head,  or  be  the  leader  of  a  triumph- 
ant armv."  I  do  not  sav  that  what  Hamilton  savs  of  Rurr  was 
certainly  not  true,  but  that  it  is  not  to  be  believed  bec;iuse 
Hamilton  savs  it. 

Other  leadiuLT  Kederalists  had  no  such  horror  of  our  dexter 
ous  hero.  Some,  despairinj^  of  tlieir  own  candidates,  oven  en- 
tertainetl  ilie  thouLrht  of  tiivint;  him  votes  enoutrh  to  elect  hiiu 
President  over  Jefferson.  Senator  Cabot,  of  jVI:iss:iehusetts, 
wrote  to  Hamilton  upon  this  project,  in  the  month  of  August: 
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"The  qnestion  has  been  asked,"  said  Cabot,  "  whether,  if  the 
Federalists  can  not  carry  their  first  points,  they  would  not  do 
well  to  turn  the  election  from  Jefferson  to  Burr.  They  conceive 
Burr  to  be  less  likely  to  look  to  France  for  support,  than  Jef- 
ferson, provided  he  could  be  supj>orted  at  home.  They  con- 
sider Burr  as  actuated  by  ordinary  ambition,  Jefferson  by  that 
and  the  pride  of  the  Jacobinical  philosophy.  The  former  may 
be  satisfied  by  power  and  property,  the  latter  must  see  the 
roots  of  our  society  pulled  up,  and  a  new  course  of  cultiva- 
tion substituted ;  certainly  it  would  have  been  fortunate  for 
the  United  States  if  the  second  candidate  on  the  Jacobin 
side  had  been  one  who  might  be  safely  trusted." 

The  venerable  Carroll,  of  Carrol Iton,  would  have  preferred 
Burr,  as  he  supposed  Burr  would  "  act  with  more  decision 
than  Jefferson,  and  go  better  with  his  i)arty."  With  either, 
however,  the  old  gentleman  thought  the  comitry  on  the  road 
to  ruin  ;  Jacobinical  chaos  or  Bonapartean  usurpation  was  sure 
to  overtake  the  doonied  republic,  sooner  or  later.  Among 
the  ultra  Federalists  this  opinion  was  universal. 

About  the  mi<ldle  of  December,  the  leaders  of  both  parties 
knew  how  the  election  had  gone.  The  result  strtick  both 
sides  with  disappointment :  Jefferson,  73  ;  Burr,  73 ;  Adams, 
65  ;  Pinckney,  C4  ;  Jay,  1 , 

Such  was  the  doubtful  issue  of  so  many  yeai*s  of  labor,  of 
so  much  honorable  effort,  and  so  much  not-very-honorable 
maneuvering.  The  tie,  of  couwe,  threw  the  election  into  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  politicians,  instead  of  resting 
from  their  toils,  were  suddenly  stimulated  to  such  an  activity 
of  intrigue  as  never  was  known  before.  The  country  was 
wild  with  excitement.  Aaron  Burr  soared  at  once  into  a  j>o- 
Bition  of  national  importance  such  as  he  had  never  before 
held. 
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What  occmred  among  tlie  politicians  from  the  middle 
of  December,  when  the  tie  was  tirst  known,  to  the  middle 
of  Fubi'uary,  whun  t)ic  House  voted  upon  it,  Bhall  be,  aa  br 
as  poHsiblo,  shown,  not  told.  The  publications  of  the  lut  fuw 
years  enable  us  to  read  the  lustory  of  that  time  in  the  verj- 
words  of  its  le,idin<;  pei*snn:iges. 

Among  the  volumes  wliich  "  no  gentleman's  libnry  is  cotu- 
plcte  without,"  and  which,  in  most  gentlemen's  libraries,  alom- 
bcr  on  the  shelves  with  uncut  leaves,  are  the  fort;  ponderous 
ocliivucs,  containing  the  works  of  Oeorgc  Washington,  Thomas 
Jefferson,  John  Ailams,  and  Alexander  Hamilton.  That  theso 
volumes  should  be  so  utterly  neglected  as  they  are  is  not 
creditiible  to  the  national  intelligence.  In  the  Merosntits 
Library  of  the  city  of  New  York,  which  counts  its  siibscriben 
by  thousands,  the  condition  in  which  these  books  were  found 
by  me,  two  or  three  years  ago,  was  as  follows :  the  first  vot  , 
ume  of  each  set  showed  marks  of  having  been  taken  ont  and 
looked  through,  two  or  ttu-ee  times.  TJie  second  volume  hMl 
evidently  been  handled  by  some  one  adventurous  peraoo^  mA 
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about  half  of  its  leaves  were  cut.  Beyond  the  second  volume, 
no  traces  of  the  hand  of  man  were  discovered  ;  a  boundlehs 
continuity  of  virgin  pages  gave  the  reader  a  pleasing  con- 
sciousness that  he  was  the  explorer  of  untrodden  regions. 
Yet  it  is  by  the  perusal  of  these  works,  aided  by  the  memoirs 
of  the  time,  that  alone  a  knowledge  of  the  country's  history, 
during  the  period  in  which  alone  it  had  a  history,  can  be  ob- 
tained. Along  with  much  that  the  modern  reader  may  skip, 
with  many  essays  upon  government  that  once  were  vital  and 
glowing,  but  can  not  now  be  read  by  any  mortal,  these  works 
€H)ntain  a  mass  of  reading,  instructive,  interesting,  and  suggest- 
ive. 

The  letters  and  diaries  are  the  best  part  of  them.  These 
are  full  of  life  and  nature.  Some  of  them  are  eloquent  and 
impressive,  the  offspring  of  vigorous  minds,  wrought  up  to 
their  highest  strain  by  having  to  grapple  with  distractingly  dlt- 
iicult  circumstances.  The  letters  correct  one  another.  None 
of  the  writers,  except  Washington  could  make  due  allowance 
for  one  another's  errors  and  foibles,  and  they  often  speak  of 
political  adversaries  in  terms  of  bitter  depreciation.  Hamilton 
is  especially  vituperative.  He  had  the  tine,  declamatory  tal- 
ent which  is  often  possessed  by  men  of  ardent  feelings  and 
limited  understandings ;  and  he  used  that  talent  in  denouncing 
his  opponents. 

In  this  chapter,  I  propose  to  extract  such  passages  of  the 
letters  \yritten  by  leading  politicians  during  the  sixty  days 
of  the  Tie  excitement,  which  throw  light  upon  the  character 
and  history  of  Aaron  Burr,  or  upon  tlie  com})licated  events  in 
which  he  now  played  a  passive  but  conspicuous  part,  or  upon 
the  state  of  things  in  the  country  at  this  great  crisis  of  the 
contention  between  the  Old  and  the  Xew.  By  thus  bringing 
to  a  focus  many  scattered  rays,  the  truth,  so  long  obscunul, 
will,  I  trust,  become  visible  to  all  but  unwilling  eyes.  The 
extracts  shall  bo  arranged  in  the  order  of  their  dates.  It 
may  be  as  well  to  mention  that,  during  the  greater  part  of 
these  sixty  days,  Hamilton  was  in  New  York,  Jefferson  at 
WasliingtoQ,  and  Burr  at  Albany.  Colonel  Burr,  it  may  be 
remembered,  was  a  member  of  the  State  legislature.     So  far 
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from  being  '^  shrouded  in  mystery''  at  Albany,  as  two  htstoriani 
have  it,  lie  was  tiiere  for  the  Kimple  purpose  of  performing  hia 
duty  in  the  Assembly,  of  which  body  he  was  always  a  bnsy 
member. 

Another  fact  sliould  he  borne  in  mind.  Up  to  this  time,  and 
for  years  after,  Hamilton  and  Burr  were,  to  all  ap|>earance, 
excellent  friends.  They  consulted  together  on  points  of  law. 
They  met  at  tlie  houses  of  common  friends.  Hamilton  dined 
at  Hurr\s  table  occasionally,  and  Burr  at  Hamilton's.  The 
lovely  Theodosia  visited  Mrs.  Hamilton  and  her  daughters. 
Many  <;entlemen  who  knew  both  Hamilton  and  Burr,  and 
kiK.'w  them,  as  tliey  supposed,  intimately,  had  no  knowledge 
of  Hamilton's  embittered  feelings  against  Burr.  Burr  him- 
self had  not.  With  all  his  acuteness  and  dexterity  he  was 
remarkably  coniiding;  and  though  he  was  aware  of  Hamil- 
ton's intense  partis:ui  feelings,  he  did  not,  at  this  time,  know 
the  manner  in  whieh  his  rival  was  accustomed  to  wnte  and 
sj)eak  of  him.  Far  indeed  was  he  from  supposing  Hamilton 
ea|»al)le  of  using  against  him  the  careless  words  that  fell  from 
his  lips  at  his  own  hosjMtable  table!     But  to  proceed. 

Ortohf'r  lOfh,  1800.  First  I  will  copy  entire  a  letter*  writ- 
ten bv  Burr  to  CJeneral  Wilkinson,  after  the  democratic  vie- 
tory  was  known,  but  before  the  tie  had  been  announce<l.  It 
may  serve  as  a  si>eeimen  of  his  cautious  manner  of  writing  to 
rontidential  friends.  It  was  written  at  Ballston,  in  the  State 
of  New  York  : 

''That  throtigli  Biddle,  and  the  other  of  the  29th,  came  safe 
to  me  at  Albany  yesterday,  p.m.,  just  as  I  was  mounting  my 
horse  to  ri»ie  hither  for  my  daughter,  who  has  been  passtjiig  a 
few  (lavs  with  a  friend  in  this  neighb(n*hood,  while  I  was  at- 
tending  on  ])ublie  <luties  at  Albany.  Having  made  electors, 
and  a  Senator,  all  dernoeratie,  the  legislature  adjourned,  to 
meet  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  January,  when  I  shall  be  again  in 
Albanv.  To-morrow  I  move  toward  New  York  ;  an<l  shall 
remain  there  for  at  least  two  months.     From  all  this  you  will 

♦  Tliia  letter  is  from  tho  Appemlix  to  tlio  second  volnmo  of  WiikiDSon*! 
'  Memoirs." 
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know  how  to  address  me ;  and  as  to  the  mode  of  conveyance, 
I  take  the  mail  to  be  the  most  secure.  Our  post-ofliccs  in 
New  York  and  in  Albany  are  perfectly  safe.  If  yours  in 
Washington,  or  where  else  you  may  be,  should  be  safe,  you  may 
write  fully.  My  curiosity  as  to  S.,  is  indeed  gratified,  even  to 
eatietv.  I  wish  her  well,  and  somethini'  more.  I  regret  the 
book  for  the  injury  it  will  do  (has  done)  to  the  reputation  of 
one  honest  mair,  and  the  feelings  of  another.  John's  pride 
will  be  much  wounded.  In  Jersey,  I  suspect,  Adams  will  not 
have  a  vote.  Amonfj  the  electors  I  see  some  of  his  known 
political  enemies,  not  Democrats,  but  high-going  Feds.  Vir- 
ginia is  pledged  as  far  forth  as  faith  and  honor  can  bind  men. 
You  must  be  deceived  as  to  S.  C.  When  I  receive  your 
cypher  and  your  address,  you  shall  hear  from  me.     Till  then, 

*'  Adieu.  A.  Burr." 

"  Noah  Webster,  the  printer,  has,  I  am  told,  published  a 
letter  against  A.  H.     I  have  not  seen  it." 

December  15th,  1800.  —  JefTorson,  who  had  been  for  four  or 
five  years,  a  correspondent  of  Burr's,  writes  him  to-day  a  con- 
gratulatory letter  upon  the  ha])i)y  result  of  the  election.     The 
exact  result  was  not  yet  known  ;    but   there  was  no  doubt 
the  Republicans   had   triumphed.     The  tie  was  dimly  fore- 
shadowed.   After  some  preliminary  observations  of  no  import- 
ance now,  Mr.  Jefferson  proceeds  thus: 
/  '   *'  It  was  badly  managed  not  to  have  arranged  with  certainty 
'  what  seems  to  have  been  left  to  hazard.    It  was  the  more  ma- 
'   t<?rial,  because  I  understand   several  high-flying  Federalists 
'    have  expressed  their  hope  that  the  two  Republican  tickets 
may  be  t?qual,  and  their  determination  in  that  case  to  ])revent 
a  choice  in  the  House  of  Representatives  (which  they  arc 
strong  enough  to  do),  and  let  the  government  devolve  on  a 
President  of  the  Senate.     Decency  required  that  I  should  be 
BO  entirely  passive  during  the  late  contest,  that  I  never  once 
asked  whether  arrangements  had  been   made  to  ])revent  so 
many  from  dropping  votes  intentionally  as  might  frustrate 
half  the  Republican  wish;  nor  did  I  doubt,  till  lately,  that 
Buch  had  been  made. 

V2 
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"  Wliilf  I  tiHist  (tongratuUte  yoii,  my  Sear  ur,  on  t)ie  inu 
of  tliis  ('•.rili'si,  hi'CiiiDie  it  is  more  hoiiorftble,  ani],  doubtlea^ 
Kiiiii'  ;;i:itcriil  to  you  lliiid  any  Htutiun  witliin  Uie  coinpetcncs 
of  till-  fh'iK'.t'  inu<;i:<(ratc  ;  yet,  for  iiivKelli  aiid  lor  tliu  subtitau- 
ti:il  KtTvitx'  of  till-  pnblic,  I  feel  moat  tienubly  the  lo»  we  siw 
tniii  of  your  uiil  in  our  new  administration.  It  leaves  a  chasm 
in  my  minii^rciiiinits  which  can  not  be  adeqiwlely  filled  np.  I 
hiul  fnilc:ivori-(l  to  composu  an  adminiKtration  whose  talentSt 
iiitc^nily,  iiuincs,  imii  dispositionH  Hlionld  at  once  inspire  un- 
buuiuli'c]  contuk'iicc  in  the  public  mind,  and  insnre  a  perfect 
Imrinoiiy  in  tlio  i-onduct  of  the  public  biixineM.  I  lose  you 
from  llu:  list,  :ind  »m  not  oiiru  of  all  the  othera.  Slionld  Uw 
^(nit It'll K'li  whu  puNM'i»  the  public  confidence  decline  takings 
p:irt  in  llit'ir  iitliirrAt,  and  forue  na  to  take  personti  unknown  to 
tile  ip<-(i]>l<.',  lliu  evil  gimiii!)  of  this  country  may  realise  his 
avowiij  ili:it  '  hf  will  ln'at  down  the  adiiiiniatration.'  The  re- 
tui'ii  ul'  .Mr.  \':i]i  lii'MtliiivKi'ii,  otie  of  yonr  eleutorx,  furnlisliefi 
nil.'  n  I'oiiliilftiiiul  opjiurtunity  of  writing  thiit  mut'h  lo  yon, 
wliiuli  1  should  not  h:ive  veiituri'd  through  the  poHt-ofiiev  at 
this  pi'virig  Bi'iison.  We  shall,  of  courisi',  nee  you  before  the 
4th  ofMiitrh." 

Thu  "  evil  gt'niiis  of  tliis  country,"  accordinp  to  Mr.  Jeffvr- 
poii,  wiks  AloxaiiiU'r  Hamilton,  iind,  iloiiblloas,  he  was  the  indi- 
vidiiiil  nlirred  to  in  this  (>]iislle.  At  a  later  and  uibner  day, 
JfffL-i>oii  wtisjiister  to  Iliuiiilton. 

]'Afi  iiihi.r  lath.  —  One  diiy  aft  or  the  above  was  written,  niid 
tliri't!  or  Ibiir  ihiys  lii't'nro  it  could  have  reaclieil  itH  destiiia^ 
tion,  C'oU'ni'I  ISurr  wrule  n  Icttir  to  Mr.  S.  Smith,  a  member 
of  the  lliiuse  ont>'|>resi-ii(;itives  fiom  Miuylaiid,  the  materia 
jjart  of  which  was  the  liillowiii;! : 

"  It  ix  highly  prohiihle  thiU  I  »li:i11  have  an  ecpial  number  of 
voles  wilh  Mr.  Jettl-rson  ;  hut,  if  Niidi  should  lie  the  result, 
cveiy  ni;iii  who  known  me  ought  to  know  that  I  would  utterly 
disiliiim  all  com|H'lition.  Be  iiHsured  that  iho  Federal  party 
viu\  eiiterlain  no  wish  for  kucIi  an  exehauge.  As  (o  my  friends, 
they  woulil  dishonor  my  views  and  itisult  my  feeli'iga  by  a  au9> 
|»don  that  I  would  submit  to  be  iiistrii mental  in  vounteracting 
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the  Miahes  and  the  expectations  of  the  United  States.  And  I 
now  constitute  you  my  proxy  to  declare  these  sentiments  if 
the  occasion  should  require." 

As  this  letter  came,  afterward,  to  be  tliought  insincere,  it  is 
proper  to  mention  that,  at  the  time^  it  was  liiglily  applauded 
by  the  Republicans.  At  public  dinners  and  other  meetings,  it 
was  quoted  as  a  proof  of  Burr's  respect  fur  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple.    He  also  received  addresses  and  letters,  applauding  it. 

December  \Qth,  —  Hamilton,  too,  writes  a  letter  to-day. 
Wolcott,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  Washington  and 
Adams,  and  a  '  high-flying  Federalist,'  was  the  individual  ad- 
dressed. This  letter  contains  a  passage  relative  to  Burr  and 
the  tie,  that  breathes  the  very  spirit  of  meanness.  After  stat- 
ing, among  other  things,  that  Burr  was  "  bankrupt  beyond 
redemption,  except  by  the  plunder  of  his  country,"  which  .was 
at  least  an  exaggeration,  he  oj)poses  the  Federal  project  of  sup- 
porting Burr,  and  adds  the  following  despicable  words : 

"  Yet  it  may  be  weU  enough  to  t/irow  out  a  lure  for  him^  in 
order  to  tempt  him  to  start  for  the  plate,  and  then  lay  thefourir 
dation  of  disunion  beticeen  the  two  chief sy 

December  llth,  —  But,  among  the  Federalists,  there  had 
sprung  up  a  perfect /«/rore  for  electing  Burr  over  Jefferson  — 
Bo  abhorrent  to  them  was  the  prospect  of  seeing  the  arch- 
Democrat  in  the  presidential  chair.  To-day,  Mr.  Otis,  of  Mas- 
Bachusetta,  writes  to  Hamilton,  the  "father-confessor"  of  the 
Federal  party,  to  ask  his  opinion  how  the  Federalists  could 
best  improve  the  accident  of  the  lie.  "  It  is  palpable,"  wrote 
Mr.  Otis,  "  that  to  elect  Burr  would  be  to  cover  the  opposi- 
tion with  chagrin,  and  to  sow  among  them  the  seeds  of  a  mor- 
bid division."  Shall  we,  he  continues,  open  negotiations  with 
Burr  ?  If  yes,  how  ?  Will  he  stand  to  his  engagements  ? 
We  in  Massachusetts  do  not  know  the  man.  You  do.  Ad- 
vise us. 

December  1  *!th.  —  On  the  same  day,  Hamilton  writes  a  sec- 
ond letter  to  Wolcott,  rebuking  vehemently  the  proposal  to 
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i  elect  BiiiT  President  by  Federal  votes.  If  the  Federal  party, 
,  he  sa ya,  succeeds  in  electing  Burr,  "  it  will  have  done  nothing 
more  nor  less  tlian  place  in  that  station  a  man  who  will  ]M>sse8S 
the  boldness  and  daring  necessary  to  give  success  to  the  Ja- 
cobin system,  instead  of  one  who,  for  want  of  that  quality,  will 
be  less  fitted  to  promote  it. 

''•  Let  it  not  be  imagined  that  Mr.  Burr  can  be  won  to  the 
Federal  vie^Ns.  It  is  a  vain  hope.  Stronger  ties  and  stronger 
inducements  tlian  they  can  offer,  will  impel  him  in  a  different 
direction.  His  ambition  will  not  be  content  with  those  ob- 
jects wliich  virtuous  men  of  either  party  will  allot  to  it,  and 
his  situation  and  his  habits  will  oblige  him  to  have  recourse  to 
c<>rru[)t  expedients,  from  which  ho  will  be  restnuned  by  no 
moral  scruple.  To  accomplish  his  end,  he  must  loan  upon 
unprincipled  men,  and  will  continue  to  adhere  to  the  niynni- 
dons  who  have  hitherto  surrounded  him.  To  those  he  will,  no 
doubt,  add  able  roi^ues  of  the  Federal  party,  but  he  will  cm- 
l)h>y  the  rogues  of  all  parlies  to  overrule  the  good  men  of  all 
j>arties,  and  to  prosecute  projects  which  wise  men  of  every  de- 
script  inn  will  disapprove. 

''  Tliese  thinjj^s  are  to  be  inferred,  with  moral  certainty, 
IVom  the  character  of  the  man.  Every  step  in  his  career 
j>roves  that  he  has  formed  himself  upon  the  model  of  Cntiline^ 
and  that  he  is  too  coId-bl(»oded,  and  too  determined  a  conspir- 
ator ever  to  change  his  plan. 

"  What  would  you  think  of  these  toasts  and  this  eonvei's:i- 
tion  at  his  table  within  the  last  three  or  four  weeks?  Ist.  The 
Vrenc'h  Republic  ;  2d.  The  Commissioners  on  both  sides  who 
instigate<l  the  Convention  (l)Kween  France  and  the  United 
State**);  3<1.  Bonaparte;  4th.  La  Fayette. 

"  What  would  you  think  of  his  having  seconded  the  posi- 
ti(»ns  that  it  was  the  interest  of  this  country  to  allow  the  belli- 
gerent powers  to  bring  in  and  sell  their  j)rizcs,  and  build  and 
equip  ships  in  our  ports?  Can  it  be  doubted  that  a  man  who 
hax,  all  his  life,  speculated  upon  the  popular  prejudices,  will 
consult  them  in  the  objeet  of  a  war,  when  he  thinks  it  is  e.xpe- 
dient  to  make  one  ?  Can  a  man  who,  desj»ising  democracy, 
has  chimed  in  with  all  its  absurdities,  be  diverted  from  th» 
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plan  of  ambition  which  must  have  directed  his  conrse  ?  They 
wlio  suppose  it  must  understand  little  of  human  nature.  *  *  * 
Alas !  when  will  men  consult  their  reason  rather  than  their 
passions  ?  Whatever  they  may  imagine,  the  desire  of  morti- 
fying the  adverse  party  must  be  the  chief  spring  of  the  dispo- 
sition to  prefer  Mr.  Burr.  *  *  *  Adieu  to  the  Federal 
Troy  if  they  once  introduce  this  Grecian  horse  into  their  citr 
j   adel!" 

Hamilton's  horror  of  Burr's  innocent   and    characteristio 
toasts  (which,  in  another  letter,  he  says  ho  himself  heard  Burr 
give  at  Burr's  own  table),  strikes  the  modern  reader  with  sur- 
prise.    The  toasts  were  simply  those  of  the  ultra  Democrats. 
They  were   strictly   party   toasts.     Bonaparte   had,   indeed, 
usurped  the  government,  but  the  French  Republic  still  lived 
in  name,  and  the  American  Republicans  could  toast  the  First 
Consul  as  "  the  armed  soldier  of  democracy,"  and  the  great 
enemy  of  their  great  enemy,  England.     Burr,  as  a  military 
man,  could   not  but  admire  the   greatest  of  soldiers.     That 
Hamilton  should  have  held  up  as  monstrous  such  toasts  as 
these,  shows  something  of  the  humor  and  the  caliber  of  the 
man,  and  of  his  party.      It  shows  that,  at  that  day,  the  ultra/ 
Federalists  looked  upon  democratic  opinions,  as  common-plac^ 
clergymen  regard  heretical  opinions,  not  merely  as  an  errone-\ 
ous  way  of  thinking,  but   as  a  flagrant   moral   offense.     A- 
8i(:cniHcance  was  then  attached  to  toasts  of  which,  in   these' 
unconvivial   times,   we   can   form   little  idea.     Toasts   were  I 
among  the  nussive  weapons  of  party  warfare.     By  toasts,  \ 
the  sentiments  of  party  were  expressed,  and  the  measures  of  " 
party  foreshadowed. 

December  I9th. — Jefferson  writes  to  liis  friend  Madison,  an- 
nouncing and  deploring  the  tie  ;  which,  he  says,  "has  produced 
great  dismay  and  gloom  on  the  Republican  gentlemen  here 
(Washington),  and  exultation  in  the  Federalists,  who  oj>enly 
declare  they  will  prevent  an  electicni,  and  will  name  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  pro  tern,  by  what,  they  say,  would  only  bo 
a  stretch  of  the  Constitution." 


December  19th. — To-daj  tm  i 
therefore,  the  only  sensible  letter,  vhioh  WM  wilHw  Iqr  m 
Fedcj-.ali.st  during  the  "He  ooDtroreny.  The  writer  wm 
GouvENEiTR  M0RB13,  a  name  ever  to  be  k«ld  in  mpaot  fton 
his  having  penned  this  epistte.  Hie  letter  afipmn  to  Jim* 
been  written  nt  Washington  or  Fhileddiibu.  After  mmHom: 
mg  the  tie,  »nd  saying  that  there  waa  »  ISuiUMod  «f  th* 
FedernlintH  taking  up  Ban-,  bnt  that  aome  propoead  pnwMit* 
ing  an  election  altogether,  and  pntting  the  goTwmiMDt  npoa 
a  President  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Morria  pmeeeded  thaa: 

"  Not  menniiig  to  enter  into  intrigtm,  I  hKr«  mtnif  eiw 
pressed  the  opinion,  that,  ancB  it  tab  sniMnrn>Tnu.nnnr> 

nON  OF  OUR  FELLOW- CTTIZXITB  TO  MAKM  Mb,  JaWaWW  TBm 

Frbsident,  rr  bbkus  fkofkk  to  wotru.  tbat  ui'Baniw. 

"Tlie  answer  is  simple,  and,  on  mere  reaaoning,  ooBolMiTe« 
bnt  it  is  conclusive  only  to  animpaiBoned  aentinanL  Let 
the  represenLitivcs  do  what  they  may,  they  will  not  iraut 
arguments  to  justify  tliem,  and  the  situation  of  our  country 
(doomed  ]ierh.ij>:(  to  sustain,  unsupported,  a  war  against 
Franco  or  England)  seems,  indeed,  to  call  for  a  vigorous, 
practical  man.  Mr.  Burr  will,  it  is  said,  come  hither,  and 
some  who  pretend  to  know  his  views  think  he  will  bargain 
with  the  Federalists.  Of  such  a  bargain  I  shall  know  noth> 
ing,  and  have  declared  my  determination  to  support  the  oon* 
Btitiitionnlly  apiKiinted  administration,  so  long  as  its  acta  shall 
not,  in  my  judgment,  bo  essentially  wrong.  My  personal  line 
of  conduct  gives  me  no  difficulty,  but  I  am  not  without  ■»■ 
rions  nppreheriMon  for  the  future  state  of  things. 

"Theanli-Feileral  party  is,  beyond  question,  the  most  nn- 
tnerous  at  present,  aiitl  should  they  be  disappointed  in  their 
expectations  as  to  the  Prc^dent,  they  will  generally,  I  believe, 
oppose  the  government  with  embittered  rancor.  The  best 
Ftiilcr.iHKts  will,  I  appi-cher..!,  snppoit  hut  feebly  a  man  whom 
(unjustly,  peiha[>s)  ihcy  consider  as  void  of  principle ;  and  a 
government  whose  tiii-ec  lies  in  public  opinion,  will,  under  audi 
circumstanci's,  be  critically  situittoil." 

In  all  Honiilton's  corres|)undc'noc  on  this  sabjcot,  not  one 
aUnsion  can  be  Ibund  to  the  otUi/  right  reason  for  [ 
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JeffersoDf  which  is  so  well  stated  by  Gouveneur  Morria  in  the 
above  letter. 

December  22  J. — Hamilton  writes  to  Theodore  Sedgwick  of 
Connecticut,  formerly  a  friend  and  correspondent  of  Burr's. 
To  Sedgwick  he  says,  that  "  the  appointment  of  Burr  as  Pres- 
ident will  disgrace  our  country  abroad.  Xo  agreement  with 
him  could  be  relied  upon.''    And  more  to  the  same  effect. 

December  2ith. — Hamilton  replies  to  Morris,  briefly  repeat- 
ing his  denunciations  of  Burr. 

December  2Qth. — A  similar  letter  from  Hamilton  to  Morris, 
in  which  he  ^^  trusts  the  Federalists  will  not  be  so  mad  as  to 
vote  for  Burr."  "  If,"  he  adds,  "  there  be  a  man  in  the  world 
I  ought  to  hate,  it  is  Jefferson.  With  Burr  I  have  aitcffi/s 
been  2>er80Jially  well.  But  the  public  good  must  be  paramount 
to  every  private  consideration." 

December  21th,  —  To-day,  Hamilton  writes  a  long  and  very 
earnest  letter  to  Mr.  Bayard  of  Delaware,  a  member  of  the 
House,  who  carried  the  vote  of  his  State  in  his  pocket.  He 
denounces  his  friend  Burr,  as  "  a  voluptuary  by  system,"  and 
a^Ms  the  following ; 

"  No  engagement  that  can  be  made  with  him  can  be  de- 
pended upon  ;  while  making  it,  he  will  laugh  in  his  sleeve  at 
the  credulity  of  those  with  whom  he  makes  it  ;  and  the  first 
moment  it  suits  his  views  to  break  it,  he  will  do  so.  Let  me 
add,  that  I  could  scarcely  name  a  discreet  man  of  either  party 
m  our  State  who  does  not  think  Mr.  Burr  the  most  unfit  man 
in  the  United  States  for  the  office  of  President.  Disgrace 
abroad,  ruin  at  home,  are  the  probable  fruits  of  his  elevation. 
To  contribute  to  the  disappointment  and  mortiHrati(»n  of  Mr. 
JrfTei-son,  would  be,  on  my  pari,  only  to  retaliate  for  unequiv- 
ocal proofs  of  enmity ;  but  in  a  case  like  this,  it  would  be  b:ise 
to  listen  to  personal  considerations." 

In  this  letter  Hamilton  repeats  the  toasts,  before  quoted, 
wliich  he  bad  heard  from  Burr's  lips,  when,  as  he  now  says. 
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^'I  (lined  with  him  lately.''  He  adds:  *'The  peoaliarity  of 
the  occasion  will   excuse  my  mentioning,  in  confidence,  the 

occurrences  of  a  private  table." 

Jamumj  blh^  1 801.  —  Gouvcneur  Morrisreplies  to  Hamilton. 
In  the  course  of  his  letter,  he  ^ays:  ^^Some,  indeed  most,  of 
our  eastern  friends,  arc  warm  in  support  of  Burr,  and  llieir 
])ride  is  so  much  up  about  the  charge  of  influence  that  it  is 
dani^erous  to  (piote  an  opinion."  He  adds  that  the  excitement 
anions^  the  politicians  is  fearful,  and  his  own  posiuon  of  calm 
spectator  ditiicult  to  support.  "  You  who  are  temperate  in 
drinkin<r,"  he  observes,  "  have  never,  perhaps,  noticed  the 
awkward  situation  of  a  man  who  continues  sober  after  the 
company  are  drunk." 

January  "tth,  —  We  are  now  getting  into  the  interior  circles. 
To-day  IJayard,  who  held  the  power  to  decide  the  question  by 

liis  single  vote,  replies  to  Hamilton  at  length,  and  witii  great 
aj)p.'irent  candor,  lie  acknowledges  Hamilton^  letter,  and 
thanks  him  for  it;  mentions  Hurras  letter  to  Mr.  Smith,  of 
3Iar\  hunl,  declining  to  frustrate  the  people's  intention  ;  and 
then  proceeds  thus: 

''It  (Hurr's  letter  to  Smith)  is  here  (Washington)  under- 
stood to  have  proceeded  either  from  a  lalse  calculation  as  to 
the  result  of  the  electoral  votes,  or  was  intended  as  a  cover  to 
blind  his  own  ]>art y.  l>y  persons  friendly  to  Mr.  Burr,  it  is 
distinctly  stated  that  he  is  willing  to  consider  the  Federalists 
as  his  friends,  and  to  accept  the  otlice  of  President  as  their 
gilt.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  Mr.  Burr  would  not  only 
ghuUy  accept  the  ollice,  but  will  neglect  no  means  in  his 
power  to  secure  it.-^  He  then  calculates  his  chances,  and 
adds: 

''  I  assure  you,  sir,  there  a|)pears  to  be  a  strong  inclination 
in  a  njMJority  of  the  Feileral  i»arty  to  support  Mr.  Burr.  The 
current  has  alrea<ly  acipiired  eunsiderable  force,  and  manifestly 
incri  asinir,  'Wy^  v(»te  which  the  rej>resentation  of  a  State  en- 
abh's  me  to  .i;ive  would  decide  the  question  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Jetlerson.     At  present  I  am  by  no  means  decided  as  to  tb« 
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object  of  preference.    If  the  Federal  party  should  take  up  Mr.i 
Burr,  I  ought  certainly  to  be  impressed  witb  the  most  un-' 
doubting  conviction  before   I  separated  myself  from   them.j 
With  respect  to  the  personal  quality  of  the  coinpetitoi*s,  I! 
should  fear  as  much  from  the  sincerity  of  Mr.  Jefferson  (if  hej 
is  sincere),  as  from  the  want  of  probity  in  Mr.  Burr.    There', 
would  be  really  cause  to  fear  that  the  goveniment  would  not 
survive  the  course  of  moral  and  political  experiments  to  which 
it  would  be  subjected  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Jefrei*son.     But  ] 
there  is  another  view  of  the  subject  which  gives  me  inclination  j 
in  favor  of  Burr.     I  consider  the  State  ambition  of  Virginia 
as  the  source  of  present  party.     The  faction  who  govern  that  ^ 
State  aim  to  govern  the  United  States.    Virginia  will  nevjer  ' 
be  satisfied  but  when  this  state  of  things  exists.    If  Burr  should 
Ikj  the  President,  they,  will  not  govern,  and  his  acceptance  of  \ 
the  office,  which  would  disappoint  their  views,  which  de)>end  j 
\i\x)n  Jefferson,  would,  I  apprehend,  immediately  create  a  schism  [ 
in  the  party,  which  would  soon  rise  into  oi)en  oj)position. 

"I  can  not  deny,  however,  that  there  are  strong  consid- 
erations which  give  a  preference  to  Mr.  Jeffei*son.  The  sub- 
ject admits  of  many  doubtful  views,  and  before  I  resolve  on 
the  part  I  shall  take,  I  shall  wait  the  approach  of  the  crisis,^ 
which  may  probably  bring  with  it  circumstances  decisive  of 
the  event.  The  Federal  party  meets  on  Friday,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  a  resolution  as  to  their  line  of  conduct.  I 
have  not  the  le:ist  doubt  as  to  their  agreeing  to  support  Burr. 
Their  determination  will  not  bind  me,  for  though  it  might  cost 
me  a  painful  struggle  to  disappoint  the  views  and  wishes  of 
many  gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  been  accustomed  to  act, 
yet  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  forbids  the  sacrifice  of  a 
strong  conviction. 

"  I  can  not  answer  for  the  coherence  of  my  letter,  as  I  have 
undertaken  to  write  to  you  from  the  Chamber  of  llepresenta- 
tives,  with  an  attention  divided  by  the  debate  which  occupies 
the  House. 

"  I  have  not  considered  myself  at  liberty  to  show  your  let- 
ter to  any  one,  though  I  think  it  would  be  serviceable  if  you 
ooiiM  trust  ray  discretion  in  the  communication  of  it/' 

1*2* 
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January  ^th.  —  General  Gmm, » leading TWlwJhfiBrQaar. 

gin,  acknowledges  to-day  »  letter  from  Hamilton  on  the  t^ 
grossing  tupic,  and  adds  acme  intereating  Btatemenbk  'Bm 
writes  from  Wa«liington : 

"On  the  subject  of  obooaing  a  Preaident,  wamm  wroliitfaf- 
ary  opinioDa  arc  gaining  ground,  and  the  Jaeobhia  are  dotw^ 
mined  to  resist  the  election  of  Bnrr  at  tsnrj  li—rf--»M»t 
of  the  Jacobin  membera  will  be  inatnioted  not  to  vet*  ftr 
Colonel  BiiiT.  I  have  seen  a  letter  from  Mr.  Madiaoa  to  om 
of  the  Virginia  rcprefleDtatirea,  in  which  he  aaja,'thM,  In  Ae 
event  of  tlie  present  Honae  of  Beprcaentathree  not  efcooal^ 
Mr.  JcffurMin  President,  that  the  next  HonM  of  Bnpriell*. 
tires  nitl  liave  a  right  to  ohooae  one  of  tiie  two  having  Iho 
higliest  number  of  Totea,  and  that  the  natara  of  tbe-  eaac^ 
aided  n-iti)  tlio  support  of  the  great  body  of  the  pofqrfe^  wBl 
justify  Jefferson  and  Burr  jotnf^  to  «al]  together  the  mOB> 
bers  of  the  next  House  of  ReprescntativeH,  previom  to  the 
3d  of  December  ucxt,  for  the  express  purpose  of  choosing  a 
President,  and  that  he  is  confident  Ihfi/  will  make  n  proper 
choi(;e."  In  other  parts  of  his  tetter,  he  speaks  of  America  be- 
ing degraded  by  the  attempt  to  elect  Burr  President,  "  Wlut 
Kiy  yon,  my  fiiond  ?  the  little  Virginiiin  must  have  been  a  tit- 
tie  fiTocious  at  the  time  he  wrote  to  hia  friend,  I  am  confi- 
dent tite  present  IIoumc  will  not  elect  Colonel  Burr,  and  am 
pc'1-snaded  the  Democrats  have  taken  their  groniid  with  a 
fixed  rcsDJutinn  to  destroy  the  government  rather  than  fidd 
their  point.  I  fear  some  of  onr  friends  have  committed  them- 
selves by  writing  improperly  to  Burr.  We  know  the  man, 
and  those  who  put  theniselves  in  bia  power  will  repent  their 
folly." 

Jmmury  1 0/A.  —  Governor  John  Rutlodge  of  South  Carolina, 
replies  to  a  letter  from  Hamilton,  in  a  nay  to  enhance  poster^ 
ity's  contempt  for  the  Fedoial  pnrty  of  1800. 

"  My  determination,"  he  najn,  "  to  Bupjwrt  Mr.  Bnrr  haa 
been  shaken  by  yonr  communicfttion,  and  I  shall  make,  among 
thoBO  wbo  with  you  arc  anxious  to  preserve  publin  order  at 
tliia  crisis,  all  the  use  of  it  that  its  scasonsbloneaa  and  vahie 
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will  enable  me  to  do.  Viowing  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Burr 
Boparately,  each  appears  improper  for  the  presidency  ;  but 
looking  on  them  together,  anci  comparatively,  the  Federalists 
think  their  preferring  Burr  will  be  the  least  mischief  they  can 
do.  His  promotion  will  be  prodigiously  afflicting  to  the  Vir- 
ginia faction,  and  must  disjoint  the  party.  If  Mr.  B.'a  presi- 
dency be  productive  of  evils,  it  will  be  very  easy  for  us  to  ex- 
cite jealousy  respecting  his  motives,  and  to  get  rid  of  him. 
Opposed  by  the  Virginia  party,  it  will  be  his  interest  to  con- 
ciliate the  Federalists ;  and  we  arc  assured  by  a  gentleman 
who  lately  had  some  conversation  with  Mr.  B.  on  this  subject, 
that  he  is  disposed  to  maintain  and  expand  our  systems. 
Should  he  attempt  a  usurpation,  he  will  endeavor  to  accom- 
plish his  ends  in  a  bold  manner,  and  by  the  union  of  daring 
spints  —  his  project  in  such  a  shape  can  not  be  very  formidable, 
and  those  employed  in  the  execution  of  it  can  very  easily  be 
made  way  with.  Should  Mr.  Jefferson  be  disposed  to  make 
(as  he  would  term  it)  an  improvement  (and  as  we  should 
deem  it,  a  subversion)  of  our  Constitution,  the  attempt  would 
be  fatal  to  us,  for  he  would  begin  by  democratizing  the  people, 
and  end  by  throwing  every  thing  into  their  hands,'* 

January  lOth. — Theodore  Sedgwick  replies  to  Hamilton's 
letter  of  December  22.  The  wrong-headed ness  of  the  Federal 
leaders  is  conspicuously  shown  in  this  epistle.  Mr.  Sedgwick 
begins  by  saying  that  all  the  Democrats  are  for  Jefferson,  and 
most  of  the  Federalists  for  Burr.  He  then  admits,  that  the 
people's  intention  was,  that  Jefferson  should  be  President. 
But  why  did  the  people  prefer  Jefferson  ? 

**  Because,"  says  Mr.  Sedgwick,  "  he  was  known  to  be  hos- 
tile to  all  those  great  systems  of  administration,  the  combined 
effect  of  which  is  our  national  prosperity,  and  all  we  possess 
of  national  character  and  respectability  ;  because  he  is  a  sin- 
cere and  enthusiastic  Democrat  in  principle,  plausible  in  man- 
ner, crafty  in  conduct,  persevering  in  the  pursuit  of  his  object, 
regardless  of  the  means  by  which  it  is  attained,  and  cijually 
regardless  of  an  adherence  to  truth,  as  demonstrated  by  his 
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letter  to  Mazzei,*  his  declaration  in  tbe  Senate,  on  his  first 
taking  Ills  seat  there,  etc.,  eto. ;  beoanse  he  is  known  to  be  de- 
votc^l  to  the  views  of  those  men  in  hb  State,  whose  unceasinj^ 
eliurt  it  has  heeii,  and  is,  to  reduce  in  practice  the  adminis- 
tration of  tlieir  government  to  the  principles  of  the  old  con- 
federation, in  wliich  that  State,  by  her  numerons  reprc8enta> 
tives,  and  tlie  iniiiienee  which  she  has  on  surrounding  States, 
A\'ill  l)e  tlie  dictator  ;  because  he  is  known  to  be  servilely  de* 
voted  to  one  foreign  nation,  under  any  furm  of  government,  and 
pursuing  any  system  of  measures,  however  hostile  to  this 
country,  and  unrelentingly  hostile  to  another  nation;  and 
those  tlie  two  nations  with  which  we  have  the  most  interest- 
ing relations,  and  with  which  it  is  most  important  to  preserve 
nn  e<[ual  and  intpartial  regard.  Ought  we,  then,  to  respect 
tlie  jtreferenee  whii^h  is  given  to  this  man  from  such  nwiiees^ 
and  hv  sui'h  frltitds  ? 

"  As  to  tlie  otiier  candidate,  there  is  no  disagreement  as  to  his 
character.     lie  is  ambitious,  selfish,  prolligate.  His  ambition  is 

*  Mdz/A'i  \v!is  a  Kanjcd  Italian,  who  had  resided  in  Virginia,  near  Monti- 
c<?l]o,  whtTo  1m'  hccame  intiinato  witli  JeliLTson.  Ui>on  Ilia  rcium  to  Kiir^iw 
ho  wToto  tt>  .h  iVrrs.!>n.  JclViTsoii's  reply,  hy  soino  niean^,  jrot  intutho  ucws- 
pajurs,  jiinl  madi!  a  nro;liji:it>nf<  elaiuor.  01"  this  letter,  duU-d  April  2-4,  1705, 
the  li'll<»\viii:^'  is  th*.-  \n\Yi  I'l-latiii;,'  topwhlic  events: 

"Tlie  :i>iKrit  of  our  iMjliti.'s  has  woiilerlUlly  ch:in,:;od  siuoe  you  left  u?*.  Iti 
place  kA'  th.it  iiol)k*  love  ol"  liherty  and  repuhliean  government,  which  car- 
ri'-d  u-  tii»uii|'liantly  IhiuUL'li  thu  war,  an  Aup:iie;in  monanrhical  arislocnitieul 
)):irty  has  spninj:  \\\\  whos.'  avu\v..d  ohjtrt  is  to  draw  ovlt  us  the  suhptamv, 
a.-t!i('\  havo  .ih-.  ady  d.ine  t!ie  l^nn.^.  « f  the  UritiMi  povornuieut  The  main 
holy  III'  our  <-iii/.'  n<.  h-wrv-  r.  remain  iru"»  to  tlh'ir  republican  principlv?*;  tho 
•\vh«il'«  l;i::  !« «l  inl"  iv-t  iy  np-  I'liean,  and  so  i-?  a  ;j:n-at  mass  of  tiK-nia.  Against 
u.-H  ::r"  lli'-  l-!x(<.;nivr.  ihe  .rudi«'Iiry.  two  ont- of  tln\f.«  hraneh-.s  of  the  lA?gi>l:i- 
tm-f.  all  till'  (iili.'fi's  of  tlio  frov-'niMH-nt ;  all  wh'>  want  to  bo  offiei*n^  all 
tiiiiid  men,  who  preft  r  tluM-alm  of  d.spDtism  to  the  lx»ist<.Toua  sea  of  liberty. 
Briti-ih  m  rehants.  and  Anieri-'ans  tratlinir  on  iJiitifrh  capital,  speeuhitors  an>l 
liold'Ts  in  the  hank-^  and  jiwl>lic  fini  Is,  a  contrivance  inventdl  for  the  purjHjso 
of  roiTiiptinn.  and  for  a>-iniil.ilin.i.'  ns  in  all  thlnirs  to  the  rotten  as  well  as 
the  .-oind  part  of  th-*  lhiti<h  mid«l.  Tl  woJild  give  you  a  fever  were  1  to 
name  to  yon  the  ap't-^tatcs  win)  havi'  g»n'.'  ov-T  to  tln-.-e  hercwes,  men  who 
Were  Sams  )ns  in  the  tlcld  ami  S.domons  in  tin.'  council,  but  who  have  had 
th^'ir  he.id'  shorn  l»v  thi*  harhit  Kngl.iM'l '' 
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of  the  worst  kind ;  it  is  a  mere  love  of  power,  regardless  of  fame, 
but  as  its  instrument;  his  selfishness  excludes  all  social  affec- 
tion,* and  his  profligacy  unrestrained  by  any  moral  sentiments, 
and  defying  all  decency.  This  is  agreed,  but  tiien  it  is  known 
thatliis  manners  are  plausible  —  that  he  is  dexterous  in  the  ac- 
quisition and  use  of  the  means  necessary  to  eifect  his  wishes. 
Nothing  can  be  a  stronger  evidence  of  this  than  the  situation  in 
which  he  stands  at  this  moment  —  withpiut  any  pretension  from 
connections,  fame,  or  services  —  elevated  by  his  own  indepen 
dent  means  to  the  highest  point  to  which  all  those  can  carry  the 
most  meritorious  man  in  the  nation.  He  holds  to  no  previous 
theories,  but  is  a  mere  matter-ot-fact  man.  His  very  selfishness 
prevents  his  entertaining  any  mischievous  predilections  for  for- 
eign nations.  The  situation  in  which  he  lives  has  enabled  him  to 
discern,  and  justly  appreciate  the  benefits  resulting  from  our 
commercial  and  other  national  systems,  and  thi.i  same  selfish- 
ness will  aiford  some  security  that  he  will  not  only  patronize 
their  support,  but  their  invigoration. 

"  There  are  other  considerations.  It  is  vorv  evident  that  the 
Jacobins  dislike  Mr.  Burr  as  President  —  that  thev  dread  his 
appointment  more  than  even  that  ot*  General  Pinckney. 

"  On  liis  part,  he  hates  them  for  the  preference  given  to  his 
rival.  He  has  expressed  his  displeasure  at  the  publication  of 
his  letter  by  General  Smith.  This  jealousy,  and  distrust,  and 
dislike,  will  every  day  more  and  more  increase,  and  more  and 
more  widen  the  breach  between  them.  If  then  Burr  shouhl 
be  elected  by  the  Federalists  against  the  hearty  oi)p()sition  of 
the  Jacobins,  the  wounds  mutually  given  and  received  will 
probably  be  incurable.  Each  will  have  committed  the  un- 
pardonable sin.  Burr  must  depend  on  good  men  for  his  sup 
port,  and  that  support  he  can  not  receive  but  by  a  conformity 
to  their  views. 

"In  these  circumstances,  then,  to  what  evils  shall  we  expose 
ourselves  by  the  choice  of  Burr,  which  we  should  esc;4pe  by 
the  election  of  Jefferson  ?     It  is  said  that  it  would  be  more 

♦  Tlie  reader  will  observe,  that  many  of  tlie  leutliiig  Fc<lcndi>ts,  in  denounc- 
ing Burr,  use  Ilamiltou's  own  plirases  —  so  fUnaiia;  had  Iluiuiiton  made  tlioso 
pliraTOB  by  rejietition. 


v.. 


diHgracefiil  to  our  oonntiT,  nd  to  the  priBoi^M  of  <mr  ga^ 
ernmeiit.  For  myself  I  drdara  I  think  It  fanptwribla  ta  fin- 
serve  tlie  linnor  of  oar  conntiy  or  the  pfinoiptMXir  oar  Oo^ 
Btitution,  by  a  mode  of  deotion  which  wm  intaodad  t»  Mdv* 
to  prominent  talenta  and  vutaea  the  flnt  hoiM*  of  o^  boi 
try,  and  tor  ever  to  disg^raoe  the  faerbBroo*  vatdkaAum  if 
which  executive  power  is  to  be  PwumiUtd  ^rottffk  tiu  crpmu 
off/eneration.  We  hsve  at  oiw  eleetwA  jdaoed  at  the  heed 
of  our  government  a  Bemi-iiiaiuaa  (AdeiM},  moA  wbe^  in  Ul 
8obere$<t  senses,  is  the  greatest  iiuir|Ja(  la  iMture;  aodi  Rt  the 
next  a  feeble  and  fiUse  enthariudo  thewfat  (JeAfMi)  aod 
a  profligate  (Burr)  withont  cfcarMter  ud  wiUoot  jHO|Mftf, 
bankrupt  in  botb.  Bat  if  there  remains  uf  thing  ftrv^la 
tliis  respect,  to  regard,  it  ia  with  the  ndnoritjr  in  the  p 
tini  election  ;  and  can  they  be  more  dngraoed  than  b;  ■ 
ing  to  the  election  of  Jefferson  —  the  man  who  h 
them  to  the  world  as  debased  in  prinoiple,  and  as  detestable 
and  trjitoroiis  in  coiidiicl  ?  Burr  is  indeed  unworthy,  bat  the 
evidence  of  his  unwoithlncss  is  neither  so  extensiveljr  known 
nor  so  conclusive  h.i  that  of  the  other  man, 

"  It  must  be  confessed  that  there  is  part  of  the  choraoter  of 
Burr  moru  dangerous  than  that  of  Jefferaon.  <^ve  to  tlie 
former  a  probable  chance,  and  he  wonid  become  a  usurper. 
The  latter  might  not  incline,  ho  certainly  would  not  dare,  to 
make  the  fltiuin]it.  I  do  not  believe  that  either  would  sotv 
ceed,  and  I  am  conlidcnt  that  such  a  project  would  be  rcjeoted 
by  Burr  as  visionary. 

"At  first,  1  confess,  I  was  strongly  disposed  to  pve  Jeffer- 
son the  preference ;  but  the  more  I  have  reflected,  the  more  I 
have  inclined  to  the  otlicr ;  yet,  however,  I  remain  unpledged, 
even  to  my  friends,  though  I  believe  I  shall  not  separate  fmok 
them." 

January  lOth.  —  Along  letter  from  Hamilton  to  Gonveneor 
Morris  about  the  ratiHcation  of  the  convention  ivith  France^ 
conclu<les : 

"So  our  eastern  friendsi  want  to  join  the  armed  neutnlitj 
and  make  war  upon  Britain.    I  infer  thtd  from  thur  mad  pC(K 
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pensity  to  make -S«/rr  President.  If  Jefferson  has  prejudices 
leading  to  that  result,  he  has  defects  of  character  to  keep  him 
back.  Burr,  with  the  same  pro|>ensitiea,  will  find  the  thing 
necessary  to  his  projects,  and  will  dare  to  hazard  all  conse- 
quences. They  may  as  well  think  to  bend  a  giant  by  a  cob- 
web, as  his  ambition  by  promises." 

January  \bth,  —  Burr's  own  letters  during  this  penod  are 
quite  in  his  usual  manner,  light,  jocular,  and  brief.  An  allu- 
sion to  the  tie  occurs  in  a  note  to  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Joseph 
Alston,  of  South  Carolina.  "  The  equality  of  Jefferson  and 
Burr  excites  great  speculation  and  much  anxiety.  I  believe 
that  all  will  be  well,  and  that  Jefferson  will  be  our  President." 
The  subject  is  not  mentioned  in  any  other  of  his  published 
letters. 

Jtinxtary  16(h,  —  The  importance  of  Mr.  Bayard,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  holding  the  entire  vote  of  a  State,  induced 
Hamilton  to  try  all  his  power  to  bring  him  over  to  his  opinion. 
To  liayard,  accordingly,  he  now  writes  the  most  carefully 
elaborated  letter  that  the  crisis  elicited.  It  is  the  most  com- 
plete expression  of  Hamilton's  feelings  as  a  patriot  and  as  a 
partizun,  that  has  come  down  to  us. 

1  was  glad  to  find,  my  dear  sir,  by  your  letter,"  he  began, 

that  you  had  not  yet  determined  to  go,  with  the  consent  of 
tlie  Fe<ierai  ]>ai-ty,  in  support  of  Mr.  Burr;  and  that  you  were 
resolved  to  hold  yourself  disengaged  till  the  moment  of  final 
decision.  Your  resolution  to  separate  yourself,  in  this  instance, 
from  the  Federal  party,  if  your  conviction  shall  be  strong  of 
the  unfitness  of  ^Ir.  Burr,  is  certainly  laudable.  So  much 
does  it  coincide  with  my  ideas,  that  if  the  party  shall,  by  sup- 
porting jMr.  Burr  as  President,  adopt  him  ibr  their  ofiicial 
chiet^  1  shall  be  obliged  to  consider  myself  as  an  isolated  man. 
It  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  reconcile  with  my  motives  of 
honor  or  policy,  the  continuing  to  be  of  a  party  which,  ac- 
cording to  my  apprehension,  will  have  degraded  itself  and  the 
country. 

*^  I  am  sure,  nevertheless,  that  the  motives  of  many  will  be 
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good,  and  I  shnll  never  cease  to  oslecm  tlie  iixliviiliints,  thougl) 
I  stiall  tifplore  a  stop  wliirh  I  fear  oxperieiire  will  show  to 
he  a  veiy  fiital  one,  Ainoiig  tlif  li-tti-i-s  wtiidi  I  ri-ce" 
ass^igning  ihc  masona,  pro  aild  con.,  for  preferring  Burr  to  Jrf-  J 
feraon,  I  obseivti  itn  small  exaggeratJuti  tu  the  prejudice  nftlM  I 
Litter,  and  eome  things  taken  for  grantoil  as  to  the  former 
wliidi  are  at  least  ([iieBtionabli.'.  Pi-rhapa  myfolf  the  first,  at 
some  expense  of  pupiilnnty,  to  imfolil  ihu  true  cliaractir  of 
Jt'fferson,  it  itt  too  Int»  for  mo  to  become  his  apologist.  Kor 
have  I  any  iiispo»'ilioti  to  do  it. 

"  I  admit  tliHt  Ills  )>oUtics  nro  tinctured  with  tiiiuttlctxin ;  thai 
be  is  too  much  ii>  cai'nest  in  hia  democracy;  that  he  has  been  j 
a  misL-liievoiia  enemy  to  the  priiitiipal  iiieuurcit  of  otir  jKUt  | 
administi-ation ;  that  be  is  crafty  and  pei'sevvnng  in  lii«  ob<^  \ 
jects;  that  lio  is  not  Burupillima  about  the  meanx  of  suivcw, 
nor  very  mindful  of  truth,  and  tlinl  liu  is  a  coiiteiiiiilibiv  hyp. 
ocrite.  But  it  is  nul  true,  as  is  allf,<ft.-il,  llinl  !il-  it  an  i.-iiotny 
to  the  jmwer  of  the  executive,  or  that  he  is  for  confonnding 
nil  the  pawet's  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  It  ia  a  &ct, 
which  I  have  frequently  mciitioued,  that,  wliile  we  were  in  the 
administration  together,  he  was  generally  fur  a  large  constrac- 
titm  of  the  executive  authority,  and  not  backward  to  act  upon 
it  in  cases  ivliich  coincided  u'ith  his  views.  Let  it  be  added 
that,  in  his  theoretic  idoas,  ho  has  considered  as  improper  the 
partit-ipationsof  the  Senate  in  the  executive  authority.  I  have 
more  than  once  made  the  reflection  that,  viewing  bimaelf  aa 
the  I'eversioner,  he  was  solieitous  to  come  into  the  possession 
of  a  good  estate.  Knr  is  it  true,  that  Jefferson  is  xealoug 
enough  to  do  any  thing  in  pursuance  of  his  principles,  which 
will  contravene  liis  popularity  or  his  interest.  Ha  ia  aa  likely 
as  any  man  I  know  to  tein|K>rize;  to  calculate  what  will  be 
likely  to  promote  his  own  rcpmation  and  advantage,  and  the 
probable  result  of  such  a  tcmjwr  is  the  preservation  of  eyatema, 
though  originally  opposed,  which  being  once  eatablished,  could 
not  be  overturned  wiihont  danger  to  the  person  wbo  did  II 
To  my  mind,  a  true  estimate  of  Mr.  Jefferson'n  ch.aracter  war 
rants  the  expectation  of  a  temporizing,  rather  than  a  violent 
aystem.     That  Jefferson  has  manifested  a  culpable  predileotinii 
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for  France  is  certainly  tnie ;  but  I  think  it  a  question  whether 
It  did  not  proceed  quite  as  mucli  from  hav  popularity  among 
us  as  from  sentiment ;  and  in  proportion  as  that  popuhirity  is 
diminished,  his  zeal  will  cool.  Add  to  tliis  that  there  is  no 
fair  reason  to  suppose  him  capable  of  being  corrupted,  which 
is  a  security  that  he  will  not  go  beyond  certain  limits.  It  is 
not  at  all  improbable  that,  under  the  change  of  circumstances, 
Jefferson's  Gallicism  has  considerably  abated. 

"  As  to  Burr,  these  things  are  admitted,  and  indeed  can 
not  be  denied,  that  he  is  a  man  of  extreme  and  irregular  am- 
bition  ;  that  he  is  selfish  to  a  degree  winch  excludes  all  social 
affections ;  and  that  he  is  decidedly  proflitjate.  But  it  is  said, 
Ist,  that  he  is  artful  and  dexterous  to  accomplish  his  ends; 
2d,  that  he  holds  no  pernicious  theories,  but  is  a  mere  matter- 
off  act  man ;  3d,  that  his  very  selfishness  is  a  guard  against 
mischievous  foreign  predilection  ;  4th,  that  his  local  situation 
has  enabled  him  to  appreciate  the  utility  of  our  commercial 
and  fiscal  systems,  and  the  same  qualities  of  selfishness  will 
lead  him  to  support  and  invigorate  them  ;  5tli,  that  he  is  now 
disliked  by  the  Jacobins  ;  that  his  elevation  will  be  a  mortal 
Btab  to  them,  breed  an  invincible  hatred  to  him,  and  compel 
him  to  lean  on  the  Federalists ;  6th,  Burr's  ambition  will  be 
checked  by  his  good  sense,  by  the  manifest  impossibility  of 
succeeding  in  any  scheme  of  usurpation,  and  that,  if  attempted, 
there  is  nothing  to  fear  from  the  attempt. 

"These  topics  are,  in  my  judgment,  more  plausible  than 
Bolid.  As  to  the  first  point,  the  fact  must  be  admitted  ;  but 
those  qualities  are  objections  rather  than  recommendations, 
vhen  they  are  under  the  direction  of  bad  principles.  As  to  the 
second  point,  too  much  is  taken  for  granted.  If  Burr's  con- 
vernation  is  to  be  credited,  he  is  not  very  far  from  being  a 
visionary.  He  has  quoted  to  me  Connecticut*  as  an  example 
of  the  success  of  the  democratic  theory,  and  as  authority, 
serious  doubts  whether  it  was  not  a  good  one.  It  is  ascei*- 
tained  that  in  some  instances  he  has  talked  perfect  Goiltcinistn, 
I  have  myself  heard  him  speak  with  api)lause  of  the  French 

*  Tbo  colonial  govommcDt  of  Connecticut  was  mora  democratic  than  that 
of  the  other  ookmiea 
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xyiitem,  ns  nnnhncliHngf  Um  ndnd,  md  IflKrli^r  ife  t&te  nilani 
<>nci-giea ;  and  I  hnve  been  pnMnt  when,  ha  liM  etmUatdaiS 
agMRRt  banking  syetenu  with  aarnestneM,  and  irith  tha  ■aiM'' 
arguments  that  Jufieraon  wonld  use,  (Vota  bj  Hanuttail. 
"  Yet  lit!  han  lately,  by  a  trtok,  airtabiiahed  ml 
monster  in  its  (uiiidplea,  but  a  vary  owrreniaBt  a 
profit  and  i»Jtiience.") 

*'  The  truth  ia,  that  Burr  ii  a  mas  of  a  vary  mAHa  i 
lUioii,  and  a  mind  of  thia  make  k  ranlj  free  bcm-  i  _ 
whimsies.  Yet  I  admit  that  he  baa  no  fixed  dMoiT,  and  that 
his  ])eculiar  notions  will  eeuly  give  way  to  Ua  intanab  Bat 
is  it  a  recommendation  to  have  mo  Atory  f  Can  tbat  nas  ba 
a  Rystcmatiu  or  able  stateamaD  who  haa  noaef  I  btftvamfe 
^o  general  principle*  will  hardly  woik  naoh  baUir'  tiaa 


"  As  to  the  third  p<Mnt,  it  ia  oertaiD  that  Bair,  genenDy 
speaking,  has  been  as  warm  a  partisan  of  Franoa  aa  Jeffenon ; 
that  lie  lias,  in  some  instances,  shown  himself  to  be  so  with 
passion.  But  if  it  was  from  calculation,  who  will  say  that  bia 
calculations  will  not  continue  him  so  ?  His  seltishness,  so  &r 
from  bein^  an  obstacle,  may  be  a  prompter.  If  corrupt,  aa 
well  as  sellish,  he  may  be  a  partisan  for  the  sake  of  aid  to  bia 
views.  No  man  has  tratlicked  more  than  he  in  the  floating 
passions  of  the  multitude.  Hatred  to  Great  Britain  and  aU 
tacliment  to  Ki-nnce  in  the  publiu  mind  will  naturally  lead  a 
man  of  his  seltishncss,  attaclic'd  to  plaue  and  power,  to  fiivur 
France  and  oppose  Great  Britain.  The  Gallicism  of  many  of 
our  jHitriols  is  to  be  thus  resolved,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it  ii 
mondly  certain  that  Burr  will  continue  to  be  influenoed  bj 
this  caknlation. 

"  As  to  the  fouith  point,  the  instance  I  have  dted  with 
respeut  to  banks,  proves  that  the  argument  is  not  to  be  relied 
upim.  If  there  was  much  in  it,  why  does  Chancellor  Idving- 
Htoii  maintain  that  we  ought  not  to  cultivate  navigation,  but 
ought  to  let  foreigners  be  our  carriont?  Fi'ance  is  of  this 
upihion  too  ;  and  liurr,  foi-  some  reason  or  other,  will  be  very 
upt  to  be  of  the  opinion  of  France. 

"  As  to  the  fifth  point,  nothing  can  be  more  fidlacnooi.    It 
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is  demonstrated  by  recent  facts  that  Burr  is  solicitous  to  keep 
nj>on  anti-Federal  ground  to  avoid  com pr omitting  himself  by 
any  en^gement  with  tlie  Federalists.  With  or  without  such 
engagement,  he  will  easily  persuade  his  former  friends  that  he 
does  not  stand  on  that  ground ;  and  after  their  first  resent- 
ment, they  will  be  glad  to  rally  under  him.  In  the  mean  time, 
he  will  take  care  not  to  disoblige  them  ;  and  he  will  always 
court  those  among  them  who  are  best  fitted  for  tools.  He 
will  never  choose  to  lean  on  good  men,  because  he  knows  that 
tliey  will  never  support  his  bad  projects  ;  but,  instead  of  this, 
he  will  endeavor  to  disorganize  both  ])arties,  and  to  form  out 
of  them  a  third,  composed  of  men  fitted  by  their  characters  to 
be  conspirators  and  instruments  of  such  projects. 

"  That  this  will  be  his  future  conduct,  may  be  inferred  from 
his  p.nst  plan,  and  from  the  admitted  quality  of  irregular  am- 
bition. Let  it  be  remembered  that  ]Mr.  Burr  has  never  ap- 
peared solicitous  for  fame,  and  that  great  ambition,  unchecked 
by  principle,  or  the  love  of  glory,  is  an  unruly  tyrant,  which 
never  can  keep  long  in  a  course  which  good  men  will  approve. 
As  to  the  last  point,  the  proposition  is  against  the  experience  of 
all  times.  Ambition,  without  principle,  was  never  long  under 
the  guidance  of  good  sense.  J>esides  that,  really,  the  force  of 
Mr.  Burr's  understandins'  is  much  overrated,     lit;  is  far  more 

en 

cunniftff  than  wise,  far  more  dexterous  than  able, 

["Fcry,  veri/  confidential,  —  In  my  opinion  he  is  inferior  in 
real  ability  to  Jefferson.  There  are  also  facts  agaiuvst  the  sup- 
position. It  is  past  all  doubt  that  he  has  blamed  me  for  not 
liaving  improved  the  situation  I  once  was  in  to  change  the 
government.  That  when  answered  that  this  could  not  have 
been  done  without  guilt,  he  replied,  Les  grands  dmes  se  soft- 
cient  pen  des  petits  tnoraitx  /*  that  when  tohi  the  thing  was 
never  practicable,  from  the  genius  and  situation  of  the  coun- 
try, lie  answered,  'That  depends  u^wn  the  estimate  we  form 
of  the  human  passions,  and  of  the  means  of  influencing  them.' 
Does  this  j)rove  that  Mr,  Burr  would  consider  a  scheme  of 
usurpation  as  visionary  ?] 
**  Tiie  truth  is,  with  great  apparent  coldness  he  is  the  most 
*  Great  souls  caro  littlo  for  tho  minor  morals. 
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sanirniiio  man  in  tlie  world.  He  thinkfl  every  tbin^  possible 
to  :i<lv('nture  and  perneverance ;  and  though  I  believe  he  will 
fail,  I  think  it  almost  certain  lie  will  attempt  usurpation,  aad 
thj  attempt  will  involve  great  miscliief. 

^'  But  there  is  one  ]>oint  of  view  which  seems  to  me  decis- 
ive. Iftiie  anti-Federali8t8,  who  prevailed  in  the  election,  are 
leil  to  take  tlieir  own  man,  they  remain  responsible,  and  the 
Federalists  remain  free^  united^  and  without  staifij  in  a  situa* 
lion  to  resist  witli  effect  pernicious  measures.  If  the  Federal- 
ists substitute  ]^iin\  they  adopt  him,  and  become  answerable 
for  Iiim.  Whatever  may  be  the  theory  of  the  cane,  abroad  and 
at  /wme  (for  so  from  the  beginning  it  will  be  taught),  Mr.  Burr 
must  heeoine,  infact^  the  man  of  our  party;  and  if  he  acts  ill, 
we  must  sliare  in  the  blame  and  disgrace.  By  adopting  him, 
we  do  all  we  can  to  reconcile  the  minds  of  Federalists  to  him, 
and  we  ])r(>pare  them  for  the  effectual  o]>eration  of  his  acts, 
lie  will,  doubtless,  piin  many  of  them;  and  the  Federalists 
will  become  a  disorganized  and  contemptible  ])aiiy.  Can 
there  be  any  serious  (juestion  between  the  policy  of  leavinjr  the 
auti-Fecliralists  to  be  answerable  for  the  elevation  of  an  objec- 
lionablt?  man,  and  that  of  adopting  ourselves,  and  becoming 
auswerabh;  tor  a  man  who,  on  all  iiands,  is  acknowledged  to 
bt*  a  (•oinj)lete  Catiline  ?  'Tis  enough  to  state  the  question  to 
indicate  the  answer,  if  reason,  nut  i)assion,  presides  in  the  de- 
cision. 

"  Von  may  commimicate  this  and  my  former  letter  to  dis*- 
creet  and  conlidential  frien<ls." 

Upon  this  letter  a  remark  or  two  may  be  permitted.  A 
man  who,  after  knowing  Jefferson  as  intimately  as  Hamilton 
had,  cnuld  deliberately  j)n>nounce  him  "a  contemptible  hypo- 
crite,'' was  no  ju<lge  of  nien  ;  and  nothing,  therefore,  which  he 
says  of  an  oj»j)onent  has  any  value.  Jetlerson  still  lives  in  the 
hi>tory  of  his  administration  —  lives  in  the  stamp  he  left  upon 
his  countrv's  intellect  —  lives  in  the  nine  volumes  of  his  letters. 
Ivead  all  these,  and  learn  whether  Thomas  Jefferson  was  or 
was  n<»t  a  contemptible  hyjn)crite,  or  in  any  sense  contempt- 
ible. The  hornn*  which  Hamilton  exju'esses  of  Godwin,  that 
gentlc-iieartcd  enthusiast,  that  passionate  lover  of  justice  and 


^Ml 
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of  man,  that  friend  of  the  most  loveable  gentleman  of  his  day, 
Charles  Lamb,  is  ineffably  absurd.  If  Burr  really  said  that 
great  souls  do  not  much  regard  the  minor  moralities,  he  ut- 
tered as  deadly  a  falsehood  as  ever  fell  from  lips.  Great; 
souls,  indeed,  knqw  no  minor  morals  ;  to  them  all  morals  are  ' 
great,  august,  controlling.  They  know  no  degrees  in  riglit 
and  wrong.  Hamilton,  in  liis  letter  to  Governor  Jay,  advising 
the  defeat  of  the  Republicans  by  a  governmental  trick,  utters 
sentiments  not  unlike  that  which  he  here  attributes  to  Burr. 
But  no  man  who  knows  men  will  judge  of  what  a  man  will  do 
by  what,  in  unguarded  moments,  he  says.* 

With  regard  to  Hamilton's  chronic  dread  of  Burr's  usurjung 
the  government,  it  was  only  one  of  the  symj)toms  of  the  Burr- 
ipliobia  under  which  he  labored.  Scheming  for  a  reelection 
is  enough  to  keep  an  ambitious  man  amused  in  the  presiden- 
tial chair.  Two  things,  however,  strengthened  Hamilton's 
fear  of  usurpation.  One  was  the  recent  example  of  Bonaparte ; 
the  other,  the  very  general  opinion  among  the  wealthier 
classes  in  the  United  States,  that  the  Constitution  had  been 
tried  and  found  wanting.  Hamilton  was  of  that  opinion.  Of 
the  two,  Hamilton  was  more  likely  to  have  made  an  attempt 
to  subvert  the  government  than  Burr ;  for  Hamilton  was  al- 
ready convinced  of  the  necessity  of  its  subversion.  If  Burr 
bad  formed  any  thing  like  apurposej  however  vague,  however 
remote  its  ])robable  execution,  to  seize  the  supreme  authority, 
he  would  not  have  begun  by  awakening  the  suspicions  of  the 
man  who  would  certainly  bo  the  first  to  lead  an  outraged  peo- 
ple against  the  usurper. 

January  (No  date  named,  but  probably  about  the  20th). 
Hamilton  writes,  in  hot  haste,  to  Gouveneur  Morris,  at 

*  Jeflerson's  inUgriiy^  as  a  man,  has  never  been  disputed,  I  believe.  But 
in  one  of  his  letters  to  Dr.  Rusli,  dated  January  3,  1808,  the  folio  winp:  pas- 
sage occurs :  "  Thus  I  estimato  the  qualities  of  the  mind :  Ist.  Good  Humor, 
2d-  Integrity,  3d.  Industry,  4th.  Science.  The  preference  of  tlio  first  to  the 
second  quality  may  not  at  first  be  acquifseod  in ;  but,  certainly,  we  had  all 
ratlier  associato  with  a  good-humored,  Ugll^principled  man,  than  with  an  ill* 
tempered  rigorist  >n  morality." 


2PP  i-iva  ttr  Aooai vava*. 

AVasliington,  to  commonloMa  huu  infintnatunlirBKi^Mnib 
Burr. 

"  I  liasten,"  he  sa^  "  to  give  joa  some  isfiimstioB  wUeh 
may  be  uBeful.  I  know,  u  ■  &et,  that  oveitim*  have  baai 
made  by  leading  indivldula  of  the  Federal  parbr  to  Mti  Bbr^ 
wlio  declines  to  give  any  aBanranoe  retpectiDg  faia  fiitant  iB> 
tentions  and  conduct,  taying  that  to  do  it  might  injurs  Ub 
with  liis  friends,  nnd  hinder  their  ooOpentioa ;  that  aU  oaght 
to  be  inferred  from  the  neceanty  oC  hli  fatnre ritoation,  mII 
regarded  the  disappointment  and  animonty  of  tbt  aiiti^0da» 
allHiR ;  tliut  the  Federaliati,  relying  opun  Uu^  might  praoeaJ 
in  the  ccituinty  tli.it,  apon  a  aeoond  ballot,  Keir  YoikaBd 
Tennessee  wonld  join  him.  It  ia  liltewiaa  Moettainadtfaatha 
pi-Hl-ctly  niiderstandB  hinudf  with  Sdwatd  liriogatOOi  lA* 
will  be  his  affetit  nt  the  seat  of  govemnunt. 

"  Thus  you  tiee  that  Mr.  Burr  ia  reaolved  to  proaenre  hiaa- 
flolf  in  a  ttitiiiition  to  adhere  to  hia  Ibrmer  friendi^  eagag» 
ntenlt),  aTid  ^rojectn,  and  to  use  the  Federalists  as  tools  of  hia 
ayfjiandizL'ment. 

"  lie  will  satisfy  them  that  he  has  kept  himself  free  to  eon* 
tinne  his  relations  ivith  tlieni,  and  as  many  of  them  are  secretly 
attached  to  liiin,  they  will  all  be  npeedily  induced  to  rally  un- 
der his  stiindard,  to  which  he  will  odd  the  unprindpled  of  oor 
parly,  and  he  will  Iniigli  nt  the  rest. 

"  It  is  n  ihcC  that  Mr.  Biur  ia  now  in  frequent  and  dose  ooa- 
fcrcncc  with  a  Frcncliiuatt,  who  is  suspected  of  being  an  agent 
of  the  French  goveniiuent,  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  be 
will  be  the  firm  ally  of  Buonaparte. 

"  You  are  at  liberty  to  show  this  letter  to  such  friends  aa 
you  think  tit,  especially  Air.  Bayaid,  of  Delaware,  ia  whose 
principles  and  sound  sense  I  have  much  confidence, 

"  Di'perKl  ujion  it,  men  never  played  a  more  foolish  game 
than  ivill  ilo  the  Federalists,  if  they  siipjiort  Burr." 

Front  thix  letter  we  learn,  that  Hamilton's  information  re- 
Biiecling  an  o[)))<)Ment  inii.tt  be  recdvud  with  the  same  caution 
as  his  opinion.  Edward  Livin<;ston  was  no  agent  of  Burr's. 
He  was,  at  this  time,  as  will  suun  appear,  true  to  himself  and 
to  his  party,  and  one  of  Jefferson's  most  confidential  iHenda. 
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January  2l8t,  —  A  hurried  letter  from  Hamilton  to  Sedg- 
wick. Refers  him  to  his  long  letter  to  Bayard.  Begs  him  to 
reconsider  liis  preference  for  Burr.  Adds  :  "  I  never  was  so 
much  mistaken  as  I  shall  be  if  our  friends,  in  the  event  of  their 
success,  do  not  rue  the  preference  they  will  give  to  that  Cati- 
line." 

Hamilton's  warnings  were  little  heeded  by  the  Federalists. 
His  denunciations  of  Colonel  Burr  were  attributed  to  profes- 
sional jealousy,  or  personal  enmity,  and  the  Federal  members 
burned  with  desire  to  disappoint  the  Republicans  by  electing 
Burr. 

The  day  for  the  election  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
arrived.  Tlie  House  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  six  mem- 
bers, of  whom  a  majority  were  Federalists.  There  were  then 
sixteen  States  in  the  Union  ;  a  inajorlty  of  the  /States  was 
necessary  to  an  election  ;  and  the  House  was  limited  in  its 
choice  to  the  two  candidates  who  had  received  the  highest 
number  of  electoral  votes.  If  a  simple  majority  of  the  mem- 
hers  would  have  sufficed.  Burr  would  certainly  have  beerf 
elected  on  the  first  ballot.  Before  proceeding  to  the  great 
business  of  the  day,  the  House  resolved  not  to  adjourn  till  a 
President  had  been  chosen  —  which,  John  Randolph  says,  was 
a  Federal  expedient  designed  to  starve  or  worry  the  unde- 
dded  members  into  voting  for  Burr.  During  the  balloting, 
the  public  were  excluded  from  the  galleries,  but,  on  the  floor 
of  the  House,  seats  were  provided  for  the  Senators  and  the 
President.  It  chanced  that  some  of  the  members  were  sick  at 
the  time  —  for  them  sofas  were  provided.  One  gentleman, 
who  was  seriously  ill,  was  attended  in  the  House  by  his  wife. 

On  the  first  ballot  eight  States  voted  for  Jefferson,  namely. 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Vir- 
ginia, Kentucky,  Georgia,  and  Tennessee.  Six  States  voted 
for  Burr,  namely,  New  Hampshire,  MiLssachusetls,  Rhode  Isl- 
and, Connecticut,  Delaware,  and  South  Carolina.  Vermont 
and  Maryland  were  divided  equally  between  the  two  candi- 
dateH.  Neither  on  this  ballot,  nor  on  any  future  one,  did  Jef- 
femon  receive  more  than  fifly-one  votes.    The  balloting  con- 
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linuod,  at  intervals,  all  that  day,  all  through  the  night,  ud 
ut)iil  iKioii  of  the  dity  following.  Tha  vote  wu  taken  twenl]^ 
nine  liinoa  without  the  Hlighteat  change  or  prospect  of  ohanga^ 
TliL'n  the  exliauated  membera  evaded  their  reeolutioD  not  to 
Euljoiii'ii,  l>y  agreeing  to  take  a  reoesa.  Dogged  otntinaoy  aat 
oil  uvcry  cmiiitcnniico. 

For  scvoii  days  the  coantry  was  kept  in  Siupeoae,  and  Ramor, 
with  all  her  toiii^iiea,  was  biuy.  During  this  period,  and  itifr 
meilirttely  after  it,  certain  letters  were  written,  and  entri« 
mucle  ill  |)rirute  juuriials,  the  perusal  of  which  wilt  oomploto 
the  leudei'ii  knuwledge  of  the  IHe,  and  the  Tie  intrigne& 

February  1 0th.  —  On  the  first  day  of  the  balloting,  Jodg* 
Cooper  of  New  Voric  (fither  of  J.  Fenniinore  Cooper),  a  ro- 
murkably  '  liigliflyiiig  Fedemliat,'  and,  at  that  time,  a  member 
of  tlie  House,  wrote  as  follows  to  his  friend  Thomas  Morria: 

"  We  hitVL'  tliii;  day  locked  ourselves  up  by  a  mle  to  pr> 
ceed  to  choose  a  I'lesiilent  heforo  wo  adjoiim.  *  •  •  We 
sluill  run  Uhit  jiei-Meveriiii^ly.  Yon  aliall  hear  of  the  result 
instniiUy  aller  the  faet  is  ascertained.  A  little  good  manage- 
ment leiiiilil  Imve  nccnred  our  object  on  the  Jirst  vote,  but  now 
it  is  loo  liitu  for  any  o|>eriilion  to  be  gone  into,  exce[it  that  of 
adhering  to  Burr,  and  leave  the  coTiMe(]iienci.'8  to  those  who 
have  htretoforc  bi^eii  his  friends.  If  we  succeed,  a  Ihithful 
&ii]i])ort  must,  oil  our  jiait,  be  given  to  his  administration, 
wiiioli,  I  liojK',  will  lie  wise  and  energetic." 

Two  diiys  aller,  Jiidyu  Cooper  writes  again  to  Mr.  Morris: 
"We  have  puKliioned,  until  to-nionow  U  o'clock,  the  voting 
for  Presi.lent.  All  stand  firm.  Jeffi-rson  eight— Burr  sis- 
divided  two.  Had  JJiirr  done  any  thing  for  hiuuel/,  he 
Koidd  long  ere  this  have  been  Frenident.  If  a  majority  would 
answer,  ht;  would  have  it  on  every  vote." 

FehriKiri/  10?A.  — Tliis  was  the  second  day  of  the  balloting. 
Jefrerson,  who  wa^  then  in  his  place  as  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate, enters  in  liis  diary  tlie  following  gossip: 

"Edward  Livinjrston  tells  me  that  Bayard  applied  to-day 
or  last  night,  to  General  Samuel  Smith,  and  represented  to 
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him  the  expediency  of  his  coming  over  to  the  States  who  vote 
for  Burr,  that  there  was  nothing  in*  the  way  of  appointment 
wliich  he  might  not  comman<1,  and  particuhirly  mentioned  the 
pecretaryship  of  the  navy.  Smith  asked  him  if  he  was  author- 
ized to  make  the  offer.  He  said  he  was  authorized.  Smith 
told  this  to  Livingston,  and  to  W.  C.  Nichols,  who  confirms  it 
to  me.  Bayard  in  like  manner  tempted  Livingston,  not  by 
offering  any  particular  office,  but  by  representing  to  him  his, 
Livingsiiton's,  intimacy  and  connection  with  Burr;  that  from 
him  he  Jiad  every  thing  to  expect,  if  he  would  come  over  to 
him.  To  Dr.  Linn  of  New  Jersey,  they  have  offered  the 
government  of  New  Jersey." 

The  part  which  Bayard  took  in  the  business  will  be  narrated 
by  himself  in  a  moment.  Upon  the  publication  of  the  volume 
of  Mr.  Jefferson's  work  which  contains  the  above.  General 
Smith,  then  a  Senator  from  Maryland,  declared  in  the  Senate 
that  no  such  proposition  was  made  to  him  by  Mr.  Bayard. 

Ftbruary  14</t,  Jefferaon  records  the  following :  "  General 
Armstrong  tells  me  that  Gouveneur  Morris,  in  conversation 
with  him  to-day  on  the  scene  which  is  passing,  expressed  him- 
self thus.  'How  comes  it,'  says  he,  'that  Burr,  who  is  four 
hundred  miles  off  (at  Albany)  has  agents  here  at  work  with 
great  activity,  while  Mr.  Jefferson,  who  is  on  the  spot,  does 
nothing  V  " 

A  year  or  two  after  the  "  scene"  was  over,  it  became  the 
subject  of  conversation,  one  day,  at  Jefferson's  table.  After 
dinner,  Jefferson  wrote  in  his  diary  as  follows :  "  Matthew 
Lyon  noticed  the  insinuations  against  the  Republicans  of  Wash- 
ington, pending  the  presidential  election,  and  expressed  his 
winb  that  every  thing  was  spoken  out  which  was  known ;  that 
it  would  then  appear  on  which  side  there  was  a  bidding  for 
votes,  and  he  declared  that  John  Brown  of  Rhode  Island, 
urging  him  to  vote  for  Colonel  Burr,  used  these  words,  '  What 
\&  it  you  want.  Colonel  Lyon  ?  Is  it  office,  is  it  money  ?  Only 
say  what  you  want,  and  you  shall  have  it.' " 

Who  can  believe  a  man  to  whom  such  a  proposition  could 
have  been  even  remotely  hinted?  Jefferson  shows  himself 
weak  in  recording  stuff  of  this  kind, 

13 
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Tliat  evei'ii  thing  agiunst  Barr  may  appear,  I  oopy  the  foUow- 
ing  tVoin  JcftiTsoii^s  diary  of  a  stiil  later  date,  January,  1804: 
*^  Coloiu'l  Ilitdibinn  of  Mamachuvetts  reminded  me  of  a  letter 
he  had  written  me  from  Philadelphia,  pending  the  presidential 
eleciit^n,  isa}  s  he  did  not  therein  give  the  detaila.  That  he  was 
in  company  at  Phihidelphia  with  Colonel  Burr  and  ; 

tiiat  in  the  course  of  the  conversation  on  the  election,  Cdond 
Bun*  said,^^  We  must  have  a  President,  and  a  oonstitutional 
one,  in  some  way.'  ^  How  is  it  to  be  done?*  says  Hitchbam; 
'Mr.  Jciferson's  friends  will  not  quit  him,  and  his  enemiea 
are  not  strono;  enough  to  carry  another.*  *  Why,'  says  Barr, 
'  our  friends  must  join  the  Federalists,  and  give  the  Preaideni.* 
The  next  morning  at  breakfast,  Colonel  Burr 'repeated  nettriy 
the  same,  sayin*;,  '  We  can  not  be  without  a  Prerident,  cor 
friends  must  join  tho  Federal  vote.'  *  But,' says  Hitchbam, 
'we  shall  then  he  without  a  Vice-President,  who  is  to  be  our 
Yii'e-l*resident  ?'     Colonel  Burr  answered,*^  Mr.  Jefferson.' " 

This  sounds  Uke  the  toadying  tale  of  an  office-seeker. 

I'ebrwirjj  1  bth.  —  Mr.  Jefferson  writes  to  his  fnend  Monroe : 
"  If  the  Federalists  could  have  been  permitted  to  pass  a  law 
for  puttiiii^  the  government  into  the  hands  of  an  officer,  thc»y 
would  certainly  have  i)revented  an  election.  But  we  thought 
it  best  to  declare,  one  and  all,  openly  and  firmly,  that  the  day 
Huch  an  act  ])assed,  the  middle  StateH  would  arm ;  and  that  no 
such  usurpation,  even  for  a  single  day,  should  be  submitted 
to.  This  lirst  shook  them  ;  and  they  were  completely  alarmed 
at  the  resource  for  which  we  declared,  namely,  to  reorganize 
the  «^()vernment,  and  to  ameiul  it.  The  very  word  convepttiofi 
gives  them  the  horrors,  sis  in  the  present  deniocratic^U  spirit  of 
America  they  fear  they  should  lose  some  of  the  favorite  mor 
sels  of  the  Constitution." 

One  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  letters  to  Dr.  Rush  records  a  scene 
that  occurred,  during  this  terrible  week,  between  himself  and 
President  Adams : 

"  When  the  election  between  Burr  and  myself,"  wrote  Jet 
ferson,  "  was  kept  in  suspense  by  the  Federalists,  and  thc^ 
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were  meditating  to  place  the  President  of  the  Senate  at  the 
liead  oi  the  government,  I  called  on  Mr.  Adams,  with  a  view 
to  have  this  desperate  measure  prevented  by  his  negative.  He 
grew  warm  in  an  instant,  and  said,  with  a  vehemence  he  had 
not  used  toward  me  before, 

" '  Sir,  the  event  of  the  election  is  in  your  own  power.  You 
Lave  only  to  say  you  will  do  justice  to  the  public  creditors, 
maintain  the  navy,  and  not  disturb  those  holding  oftices,  and 
the  government  will  instantly  be  put  into  your  hands.  We 
know  it  is  the  wish  of  the  people  it  should  be  so.' 

"  '  Mr.  Adams,'  said  I,  '  I  know  not  what  part  of  my  con- 
duct, in  either  public  or  private  life,  can  have  authorized  a 
doubt  of  my  fidelity  to  the  public  engagements.  I  say,  how- 
ever, I  will  not  come  into  the  government  by  capitulation  —  I 
will  not  enter  on  it  but  in  perfect  freedom  to  follow  the  dic- 
tates of  my  own  judgment.' 

^^I  had  before  given  the  same  answer  to  the  same  intima 

tion  from  Gouveneur  Morris. 

• 

" '  Then,'  said  he,  '  things  must  take  their  course.' 

^^I  turned  the  conversation  to  something  else,  and  soon  took 

my  leave.    It  was  the  first  time  in  our  lives  we  had  ever 

parted  with  any  thing  like  dissatisfaction." 

^ebntari/  22c?. — The  great  question  had  been  decided,  but 
Hamilton  had  not  heard  the  news.  He  writes  to-day,  a  last 
letter  to  a  friend  at  Washington,  mentioning  a  fact  which,  he 
Loped,  would  utterly  defeat  the  election  of  Burr.  As  one  of 
the  hundred  proofs  of  Burr's  consistency  and  integrity,  as  a 
politician,  it  deserves  attention.     Hamilton  says  : 

"  After  my  ill  success  hitherto,  I  ought  perhaps,  in  prudence, 
to  say  nothing  further  on  the  subject.     But  situated  as  things 
now  are,  I  certainly  have  no  advice  to  give.     Yet  I  may,  with 
out  impropriety,  communicate  a  fact  —  it  is  this : 

"  Colonel  Burr  is  taking  an  active  personal  part  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Clinton,  against  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  as  Governor  of  this 
State.  I  have,  tipon  my  hofiOTy  direct  and  indubitable  evi- 
dence, that  between  two  and  three  weeks  past,  he  wrote  a 
very  argent  letter  to  Oliver  Ffielpa^  of  the  western  part  of 
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this  State,  to  indace  his  ezertionB  in  fiiYor  of  Olbtmi.  li  not 
this  an  unequivocal  oonfirmation  of  what  I  predicted,  that  he 
%vill,  in  any  event,  continue  to  play  the  Jacobin  game  ?  Can 
any  thing  else  explain  his  oondact  at  saoh  a  moment^  and 
under  such  circumstances  ?  I  might  add  several  other  things 
to  prove  that  he  is  resolved  to  adhere  to,  and  ealtivate  his 
own  party,  who  lately,  more  than  ever,  have  shown  the  doven 
foot  of  rank  Jacobinism?^ 

To  wliat  a  ridiculous  pitch  Hamilton's  feelmgs  were  wrought 
during  the  struggle,  is  shown  by  his  subsequent  avowal  to  Mr. 
Bayard :  ^^  It  is  believed  to  be  an  alarming  ftet,  that  while  the 
question  of  the  presidential  election  was  pending  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  parties  were  organising  in  several  <if  She 
cities,  in  the  event  of  their  being  no  election,  to  eui  ^  Ms 
leading  JFhderalists  and  Mtse  t^  government/** 

March  8th,  —  After  seven  days  of  occasional  dogged  ballot- 
ing, the  excitement  in  the  country  ever  on  the  increase,  and 
tlireatening  to  become  serious,  the  struggle  was  terminated 
by  Mr.  Bayard.  The  manner  in  which  he  did  this  be  related 
at  the  time  in  a  letter  to  JInmilton,  which  letter  is  an  import- 
ant link  in  Burr's  vindication. 

"  Your  views,"  wrote  Mr.  Bayard,  on  the  8th  of  March, 
"  in  relation  to  the  election  diifered  very  little  from  my  own, 
but  I  was  obliged  to  yield  to  a  torrent,  which  I  perceived 
might  be  diverted,  but  could  not  be  opposed. 

'^  In  one  case  I  was  willing  to  take  Burr,  but  I  never  oonsid- 
dered  it  as  a  case  likely  to  happen.  If  by  his  condact  he  had 
completely  forfeited  the  contidence  and  friendship  of  his  party, 
and  lefl  himself  no  resoit  but  the  support  of  the  Federalists, 
there  are  many  considerations  which  would  have  induced  me 
to  prefer  him  to  Jefferson.  But  I  was  enabled  soon  to  dii»- 
cover  that  he  was  determined  not  to  shackle  himself  with 
Federal  principles ;  and  it  became  evident  that  if  he  got  in 
without  being  absolutely  committed  to  his  own  party,  that  he 
would  be  disposed  and  obliged  to  play  the  game  of  M*Kcan 
upon  an  improved  plan  and  enlarged  scale. 

*'  In  the  origin  of  the  business,  I  had  contrived  to  lay  hold 
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of  all  the  doubtful  votes  in  the  House,  which  enabled  me,  ac- 
cording to  views  which  presented  themselves,  to  protract  or 
terminate  the  controversy. 

^^  This  arrangement  was  easily  made  from  the  opinion  read- 
ily adopted  from  the  consideration  that,  representing  a  small 
State  without  resources  which  could  supply  the  means  of  self- 
protection,  I  should  not  dare  to  proceed  to  any  lengths  which 
would  jeopardize  the  Constitution,  or  the  safety  of  my  State. 
When  the  experiment  was  fully  made,  and  acknowledged  upon 
all  hands  to  have  completely  ascertained  that  Burr  was  re« 
solved  not  to  commit  himself,  and  that  nothing  remained  but 
to  appoint  a  President  by  law,  or  leave  the  government  T^dth- 
out  one,  I  came  out  with  the  most  explicit  and  determined 
declaration  of  voting  for  Jeffei-son.  You  can  not  well  imagine 
the  clamor  and  vehement  invective  to  which  I  was  subjected 
for  some  days.  We  had  several  caucuses.  All  acknowledged 
that  nothing  but  desperate  measures  remained,  which  several 
were  disposed  to  adopt,  and  but  few  were  willing  openly  to 
disapprove.  We  broke  up  each  time  in  confusion  and  dis- 
cord, and  the  manner  of  the  last  ballot  was  arranged  but  a 
few  minutes  before  the  ballot  was  given.  Our  former  har- 
mony, however,  has  since  been  restored. 

"  The  public  declarations  of  my  intention  to  vote  for  Jeffer- 
son, to  which  I  have  alluded,  were  made  without  a  general 
consultation,  knowing  that  it  would  be  an  easier  task  to  close 
the  breach  which  I  foresaw,  when  it  was  the  result  of  an  act 
done  without  concurrence,  than  if  it  had  proceeded  from  one 
against  a  decision  of  the  party.  Had  it  not  been  for  a  single 
gentleman  from  Connecticut,  the  eastern  States  would  finally 
have  voted  in  blank,  in  the  same  manner  as  done  by  South 
Carolina  and  Delaware  ;  but  because  he  refused,  the  rest  of 
the  delegation  refused ;  and  because  Connecticut  insisted  on 
continuing  the  ballot  for  Burr,  New  Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts, and  Rhode  Island  refused  to  depart  from  their  former 
vote. 

"  The  means  existed  of  electing  Barry  but  this  required  his 
cooperation.  By  deceiving  one  man  (a  great  block/iead)^ 
and  tempting  tioo  {not  incorruptible)^  he  might  liave  secured 
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a  majority  of  the  States.  He  wOl  Dervar  haye  another  chance 
of  being  President  of  the  TTnited  States ;  and  the  little  nao 
he  has  made  of  the  one  which  has  oconiredf  fp^fm  me  bat  an 
hamble  opinion  of  the  talents  of  an  unprindpled  man.** 

Thns  ended  the  gi-eat  straggle,  daring  whidb  the  ConaUta 
tion  was  subjected  to  the  severest  strain  it  has  ever  known, 
and  bore  it  without  one  moment's  real  danger  of  giving  way. 
Its  history  has  been  here  given  in  the  language  of  Colonel 
Burr's  bitter  enemies.  The  impression  which  that  history  ao 
related  will  leave  on  the  mind  of  the  reader,  can  not  be  fore- 
seen. It  was  the  diligent  reading  of  Burr's  political  history 
in  the  letters,  pamphlets,  and  newspapers  of  his  enemies  and 
opponents,  which  convinced  me  that,  as  a  partian,  he  acted 
throughout  with  the  strictest  honor  and  consistency! 

The  4th  of  March,  1801,  was  a  day  of  rejoicing  throaghoat 
the  United  States.  Atler  a  period  of  painful  anxiety,  the  coun- 
try breathed  again.  Processions,  orations,  and  banquets  tes- 
tified, in  tlic  larger  citic's  and  towns,  to  the  public  joy.  The 
inauguration  w:is  happily  achieved  at  the  usual  hour.  In  the 
evening,  l^*esident  JeiFcM-son  and  Vice-President  Burr  received 
the  congratulations  of  gentlemen  of  both  parties  at  the  presi- 
dential mansion,  where  all  but  a  few  of  the  most  bigoted  Fed- 
eral Senators  and  Representatives  were  to  be  seen  in  the 
throng  that  gathered  round  the  victorious  chiefs.  The  in- 
auguration speech  had  lulled  the  apprehensions  of  the  Feder- 
alists, and  the  new  order  of  things  was  accepted  with  a  good 
grace. 

Far  away,  at  Albany,  the  Republicans  of  the  New  York 
legislature  were  banqueting  hilariously.  In  reporting  the 
proceedings  of  this  occasion,  the  Albany  liegieter  informed 
the  world  that  the  company  "  did  not  forget  the  important 
success  of  the  Republicans  in  the  choice  of  that  firm  and  tried 
patriot,  Aaron  Burr,  :i8  Vice-President  of  the  United  States.^' 
Next  to  th<»  toast  given  in  honor  of  the  President,  the  follow- 
ing was  ottered : 

*' Aaron  Burr,  Vice-President  of  the  United  States ;  his  am- 
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form  and  patriotic  exertions  in  favor  of  Republicanism  eclipsed 
only  by  liis  late  disinterested  conduct." 

Not  a  whisper  of  dissension  was  heard.  De  Witt  Clinton, 
who  had  held  aloof  from  the  great  campaign  of  1800,  was 
present  at  the  banquet,  and  offered  this  toast : 

*'  Our  Republican  brethren  of  the  South  —  may  we  always  be 
united  witli  them  in  the  elevation  of  patriots,  and  the  promo- 
tion of  good  principles." 

Fiery  John  Adams  could  not  submit  with  decent  dignity  to 
his  fate.  "  The  last  day,"  says  Jeffei*son,  ''  of  his  political 
power,  the  last  hour,  and  even  beyond  midnight,  were  em- 
ployed in  tilling  all  offices,  and  especially  permanent  ones, 
witli  the  bitterest  Federalists,  and  providing  for  me  the  alter- 
native, either  to  execute  the  government  by  my  enemies, 
whose  study  it  would  be  to  thwart  and  defeat  all  my  meas- 
ures, or  to  incur  the  odium  of  such  numerous  removals  from 
office  as  might  bear  me  down."  By  daybreak  on  the  morning 
of  the  inauguration  the  ex-President  had  left  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment for  ever.* 

The  Federal  party  tasted  the  sweets  of  power  no  more. 
Tlie  leaders  continued,  and  continue,  to  forebode  the  country's 
ruin,  while  they  enjoy  the  lion's  share  of  its  prosperity. 

Hamilton  bought  a  few  acres  of  land  near  the  city,  and  re- 
lieved the  monotony  of  law  by  improving  his  grounds.  When 
next  lie  wrote  to  General  Pinckney,  he  begins  his  letter  by 
requesting  his  friend  to  send  him  some  Carolina  melon-seed 

♦  John  Adams  went  to  his  grave  without  undorstjmJinj;^  the  nature  of  the 
revolution  whicli  ousted  liim.  Jn  1811  lie  wrote  to  Dr.  Rush :  "  In  point  of 
Republicanism,  all  the  dilleronce  I  over  knew  or  could  discover  between  you 
and  me,  or  between  Jefferson  and  mo,  consisted, 

"  1.  In  the  difference  between  speeches  and  messages.  I  was  a  raonarcliist 
becaufic  I  thought  a  speech  moro  manly,  more  respectful  to  Conjnvss  and  Uio 
nation.    Jefferson  and  Rush  preferred  messages. 

*'  2.  I  held  levees  once  a  week,  tliat  all  my  time  might  not  be  wasted  by 
idle  visits.     Jefforson's  whole  eijrht  years  was  n  l«n'ec. 

"  3.  I  dined  a  large  c<.)mjxiny  once  or  twice  a  weok.  Jefferson  dlnod  a 
dozen  every  day. 

"  4.  Jefferson  and  Rush  were  for  liberty  and  straight  hair.  I  thought  curled 
hair  was  as  Republican  as  straight" 
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for  his  new  garden,  and  some  Carolina  parroqiieU  &r  hif 
daughter.  *'  A  garden,  70a  know,  is  a  very  uanal  refbge  &r 
a  disappointed  politician,*'  said  he.  Hia  lettera,  indeed,  were 
still  full  of  politics,  bat  they  were  often  coached  in  the  lan- 
guage of  despair.  ^^  Mine  is  an  odd  deattny,''  he  wrote  to 
Gouveneur  Morris.  **  Perhaps  no  man  in  the  United  States 
has  sacrificed  or  done  more  for  the  present  Constitution  than 
myself;  and,  contrary  to  all  my  anticipations  of  its  fiite,  as 
you  know,  from  the  very  beginning.  I  am  still  laboring  to 
prop  the  frail  and  worthless  fiibria  Tet  I  have  the  mnnnars 
of  its  friends,  no  less  than  the  cnrsea  of  its  foeSi  for  my  re- 
ward. What  can  I  do  better  than  withdraw  from  the  aoenef 
Every  day  proves  to  me,  more  and  miHre,  that  thia  Awariean 
world  was  not  made  for  me." 

The  country  was  at  peace.  The  strife  of  paitiflB,  for  tiw 
moment,  ceased.  The  real  wish  of  the  people  was  so  oomr 
pletely  satisfied  by  the  election  of  Jeflferson,  that,  for  twenty* 
four  years  he  and  his  friends  kept  possession  of  the  govern- 
ment without  serious  opposition.  Jefferson  inherited  the 
errors  of  Adams  and  the  able  devices  of  Hamilton  ;  by  aban- 
doning the  former,  and  retaining  the  latter,  and,  above  all,  by 
paying  homage  to  the  republican  idea  in  the  minor  arrange- 
ments of  his  house  and  administration,  he  won  a  vast  and  im- 
movable popularity. 

Minor  arrangements,  do  I  call  them  ?  Of  all  the  facts  that 
contributed  to  the  popularity  which  America  enjoyed  in 
Europe,  down  to  the  beginning  of  the  present  contention  be- 
tween Democracy  and  Slavery,  a  popularity  which />0o/>ferf  the 
free  States,  no  tale  was  so  captivating  to  the  European  im 
agination,  sick  of  tawdry  relics  of  barbarous  ages,  sick  of 
courts  and  their  stupid  usages,  as  this :  In  America  any  mar 
may  go  and  see  the  President^  and  shake  hands  with  him . 
Cheap  land  was  not  the  attraction.  Land  was  cheap  in  Anih 
tralia,  in  Canada,  in  Drnzil,  in  Virginia.  It  was  tliat  little  fact, 
and  what  it  implied,  which  freighted  our  honieward-boand 
ships  with  wealth  in  its  most  condensed  and  productive  form, 
namely,  honest,  stalwart  human  beings! 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

THE    VICE-PRESIDENT. 

TnOmoB  or  Yice-Prksidsxt— Marriage  op  Thcodosia  —  Her  Son  —  Bitrr's  d»> 
LiooTXK  Him  — Hm  Sttlk  or  Livimo  —  His  CousTBUir  or  Celeste — Hu  Popv- 

LARITT  AVD  OeITERAL  QoOD  FORTUNE. 

We  behold  our  hero  now  upon  the  summit  of  his  career. 
At  tlie  age  of  forty-five,  ten  years  after  becoming  known  in 
national  politics,  he  stands  one  step  below  the  highest  place 
to  which  by  politics  a  man  can  rise. 

The  office  of  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  besides 
the  chance  which  gives  it  importance,  has,  in  any  case,  an 
odor  of  nationality  about  it  which  gives  it  dignity.  Impetuous 
John  Adams  called  it  an  insignificant  office.  But  that  was 
when  the  old  war-horse  heard  the  noise  of  battle  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  or  saw  it  waging  before  him  in  the  Senate, 
and  longed,  as  of  old,  to  plunge  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight. 
Adams  really  enjoyed  the  safe  honors  of  the  place  as  well  as 
any  man.  .  At  that  day,  something  of  the  old  sanctity  still 
clung  to  high  office,  and  it  was  more  to  be  Vice-President  than 
it  is  now.  Burr,  too,  stood  in  the  line  of  succession.  Adams 
rose  from  the  second  office  to  the  fii*st,  and  Jefferson  had  just 
done  the  same.  That  Aaron  Burr  should  in  like  manner  be 
advanced,  was  what  precedent  indicated,  what  his  partisans 
counted  on,  and  what  the  people  naturally  looked  for.  Mean- 
while, he  wore  his  honors  with  the  airy  dignity  which  be- 
longed to  the  man.  It  is  apparent  in  his  merry,  sprightly 
correirpondenoe,  that  ho  took  pleasure  in  filling  a  place  that 
called  into  conspicuous  exercise  the  very  qualities  in  which  he 
excelled  all  the  public  men  of  his  time. 

He  was  happy  io  his  domestic  circumstances.  His  two 
step-sons,  to  whom  he  had  ever  shown  more  than  a  father^s 
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liberality,  had  prospered  veil  in  life.  One  of  tiwin  wis  Bcnr 
Judge  Pi-cvost,  Recorder  of  the  tatj  of  Xev  York ;  tha 
other,  a  country  gentleman  of  competent  estate  in  Weatehet- 
tcr  county.  A  young  ladj  of  Frenoh  eztracdon,  whom  be 
Iiad,  in  cft'cct,  adopted,  and  who  had  grown  up  ud  bean  edn- 
catcd  with  TheodoBia,  and  whom  he  loved  onlj  leM  than  hii 
own  child,  wns  married,  aboat  thia  titne,  to  a  yonng  man  of  a 
di^tiiiguixhcd  eouthem  fiunlly. 

And  Thcodosia  was  married.  While  the  poKdoana  anppoaed 
that  Colonel  Bnrr  was  full  of  the  alleged  tie  negotiation,  and 
eomb  of  them  imaf^ined  that  he  was  iatrigning  with  all  Ma 
might  for  the  presidency,  he  waa,  in  realitj,  oeoapied  with  tlw 
marriage  of  hia  daughter  with  Joseph  Alston  <^  Sooth  Oaio- 
lina,  which  occurred  while  the  great  qneadon  waa  pending. 
Thi»,  with  Ilia  duties  in  the  legislature,  absorbed  hia  tliODgbta 
and  time.  It  waa  a  marriage  in  every  respect  fbrtimate  and 
saitnblc.  Mr.  Alston  was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  a  gentle 
mait  in  all  the  senBes  of  the  word,  and  poB!>essed  of  considerable 
propi?rty  in  lice  plantations.  He  was  also  a  man  of  talent,  as 
is  evident  from  liis  subsequent  career,  and  from  the  elegance, 
ingenuity,  and  force  of  liis  letters  to  Thcodosia.  When  first 
he  became  her  accepted  suitor,  he  was  merely  the  young  man 
of  fortune,  without  any  delinite  oliject  in  life.  He  bad  been 
admitted  to  the  bar,  it  is  true,  but  had  never  bad  nor  sought 
profu.ssionnl  employment.  Colotiel  Burr  fired  him  with  his 
own  ambition,  stimut.itcd  hia  powers,  urged  and  directed  liia 
studita,  advised  his  occasional  appearance  in  the  oonrts,  and 
induced  him  to  enter  the  political  arena.  Air.  Alston  soon 
made  himaclf  prominent  in  the  politics  of  his  native  State,  of 
which,  in  due  time,  he  became  governor.  "  Burr  was  a  princely 
Either- in -law,"  says  a  gentleman  still  living,  who  was  intimate 
with  both  familie:). 

I  can  well  believe  it.  "  Ton  know,"  he  wrote  to  Theodo- 
fiia,  after  she  had  gone  to  her  soathern  home,  "  that  yoti  aiid 
your  concenis  are  the  highest,  the  dearest  interest  I  have  in 
this  world,  one  in  comparison  with  which  all  others  are  inxig- 
nificant."  Fntlier  and  daughter  were  on  delightful  terms  with 
one  another :  he  playful,  tender,  considerate,  wise,  oonfidjnj; 
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every  thing  to  her ;  she  amusing  him  witli  her  graceful  wit, 
cheering  him  with  her  aftV^ction,  reposing  in  him  an  absohite 
trust.  He  still  directed  her  studies.  Indeed,  the  burden  of 
his  advice  to  her  always  was:  Never  cease  to  improve  your 
mind ;  better  lose  your  head  than  your  habits  of  study.  "  The 
longer  I  live,"  she  writes  to  him,  "  the  more  frequently  the 
truth  of  your  advice  evinces  itself,  that  occupation  is  necessary 
to  give  us  command  over  ourselves."  That  is  an  eminently 
Burr-ian  maxim. 

Her  removal  to  a  State  which  was  then  twenty  days'  journey 
from  New  York,  was  a  drawback  to  his  happiness  in  her  mar- 
riage. But,  during  these  happy  years,  Theodosia's  visits  to 
the  home  of  her  childhood  were  frequent  and  long.  And  who 
8o  much  caressed  as  the  beautiful  young  matron  from  South 
Carolina,  the  daughter  of  the  Vice-President  ?  She  led  the 
society  of  two  States ;  and  was  worthy  to  lead  it.  It  is  not 
difficult  to  discover  that  she  preferred  her  northern  home. 
She  declared  that  the  society  of  New  York  was  so  superior  to 
that  of  the  South,  that  a  xcoman  must  be  a  fool  who  denied  it. 
Even  our  scenery  was  incomparably  finer,  she  thought.  One 
who  only  knows  the  outskirts  of  New  York,  as  they  now  ap- 
pear, tunneled,  excavated,  shantied,  and  every  way  disfigured 
by  the  advance-guard  of  the  marching  metropolis,  can  not 
recognize  Theodosia's  description  of  the  scene  Jis  it  was  in 
1802.  Afler  returnin":  to  her  father's  town-house  one  dav, 
from  a  visit  to  Richmond  Hill,  which  excursion  she  called  "  a 
ride  into  the  country,"  she  wrote  to  her  husband  thus  :  "  Never 
did  I  behold  this  island  so  beautiful.  The  variety  of  vivid 
greens ;  the  finely-cultivated  fields  and  gaudy  gardens ;  the 
neat,  cool  air  of  the  cits'  boxes,  peeping  through  straight  rows 
of  tall  poplars,  and  the  elegance  of  some  gentlemen's  seats, 
commanding  a  view  of  the  majestic  Hudson,  and  the  hiixh, 
dark  shores  of  New  Jersey,  altogether  form  a  scene  so  lively, 
to  touching,  and  to  me  now  so  new,  that  I  was  in  constant 
rapture." 

In  due  time  her  boy,  her  only  child,  was  born,  whom  she 
named  after  her  father.  Henceforth  this  bov,  next  to  Theo- 
doBia,  was  the  dearest  object  on  earth  to  Aaron  Burr.    Surely, 
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never  was  grandchild  so  loved  M  thb  gnndohfld  wm  by  him. 
Ho  was  never  weary  of  its  company.  lie  ooidd  nerer  hew 
enough  of  its  ways  and  words.  Theodosia  filled  whole  leUen 
with  narratives  of  the  boy's  small  exploits  and  quaint  sayings; 
and  her  father  wonid  answer :  "  You  are  a  dew,  good  Uttle 
girl  to  write  mo  so,  and  of  dear  little  0amj9y,  too,  so  mnoh ; 
yet  never  enough,  God  bless  thee.**  Ottmpif  was  the  child's 
mode  of  pronouncing  Gfrofu^oa,  and  Barr  never  called  him  by 
any  other  name,  unless  it  was  GkunpUlns,  Oampillo,  Gamp^  or 
some  other  variation  of  the  same  wonL  How  prood  ibqr  all 
were  of  the  child's  robust  beaaty  and  his  qvudk  intslligeiies^ 
and,  what  the  grandfather  valaed  above  all  virtoea,  hb  oomw 
age.  One  scene  of  his  early  years  gave  Borr  inezpreasifale  d^ 
light  to  witness,  and,  in  after  times,  to  desoribe.  The  boy  was 
playing  alone  in  a  iield,  with  a  stiok  in  his  hand,  as  tali  aa  bin* 
self,  while  his  parents  and  grand&ther  were  looking  on  from  a 
distance.  Suddenly,  a  goat  that  was  graxing  near  the  child 
began  to  make  hostile  demonstrations,  lowering  his  head  and 
sideling  up  to  the  boy,  in  the  way  usual  with  irat«  goats  before 
making  an  assault.  The  boy  was  evidently  frightened.  Still, 
he  faced  the  enemy.  The  goat  advanced  close  to  him,  when, 
just  as  the  animal  was  about  to  open  an  attack,  little  Criw^ 
nfled  his  stick  with  a  mighty  effort,  and  brought  it  down 
whack  upon  the  goat's  head,  which  so  astonished  the  beast 
that  he  ran  away.  The  child  wiis  only  in  his  third  or  fourth 
year  when  this  occurred.  Words  can  not  express  the  raptare 
with  which  the  grandfather  saw  the  boy's  gallantry.  From 
that  hour  he  bore  him  in  his  heart  of  hearts,  and  loved  all  the 
children  in  the  world  better  for  this  one's  sake. 

To  add  to  his  good  fortune,  his  pecuniary  prospects  bright- 
ene<l,  on  his  accession  to  oflice.  New  York  was  then  a  city 
of  0.*),000  inhabitants,  and  was  advancing  with  great  rapidity. 
Theodosia  herself  remarks,  in  one  of  her  letters,  that  **  in  ten 
or  twenty  years,  a  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land  on  New 
York  Island  will  become  a  principality."  Colonel  Burr  owned 
a  large  tract  of  land  about  Richmond  Hill.  His  grounds  ex- 
tended to  the  North  River,  and,  nearer  the  city,  there  was  a 
piece  of  water  upon  his  estate  which  elderly  inhabitants  may  still 


THB    YICE-PBESIDBNT.  301 

remember  as  the  favorite  skating-place  of  their  boyhood.  It 
was  called  "  Burr's  Pond"  years  after  it  ceased  to  be  his,  down 
even  to  the  time  when  it  was  filled  in,  and  built  over.  The 
progress  of  the  city  raised  the  value  of  all  the  land  On  the 
island,  and  particularly  of  that  which,  like  Richmond  Ilill,  lay 
within  half-an-hour's  ride  of  the  city.  About  this  time.  Colonel 
Burr  was  much  occupied  with  negotiating  with  Mr.  John 
Jacob  Astor  for  the  sale  of  part  of  his  Richmond  Hill  estate. 
At  length,  Mr.  Astor  bought  all  but  the  mansion  and  a  few 
acres  around  it,  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand 
dollars.  The  bargain,  for  some  reason,  was  afterward  can- 
celed. But,  finally,  the  sale  was  completed,  and  Colonel  Burr 
was,  for  the  time,  delivered  from  his  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments. He  even  had  thoughts  of  buying  another  estate  fur- 
ther up  the  island.  It  is  evident  that  his  style  of  living  was 
such  as  was  then  supposed  to  become  an  elevated  station. 
Half  a  dozen  horses,  a  town-house  and  country-house,  a  nu- 
merous retinue  of  servants,  and  a  French  cook,  were  among 
the  sumptuosities  of  his  establishment.  Jerome  Bonaparte, 
then  on  the  eve  of  his  marriage  with  Miss  Patterson,  was  en- 
tertained at  dinner  and  at  breakfast  by  the  Vice-President, 
who  invited  large  companies  to  meet  the  future  monarch,  in 
whoso  ante-chambers  Burr  was,  one  day,  to  kick  his  heels,  a 
suppliant  for  an  audience. 

Richmond  Hill  was  without  a  mistress.  In  these  fortunate 
years  it  was  that  Colonel  Burr  paid  his  court  to  one  of  the 
loveliest  of  Philadelphia's  ever  lovely  belles,  and  had  the  nar- 
rowest escape  from  a  second  marriage. 

They  met,  'twas  in  a  crowd ;  and  each  was  smitten  with 
the  other's  pleasant  qualities.  Again,  he  saw  her  at  her  father's 
table,  where  his  attentions  were  equally  pointed  and  welcome. 
A  tHe-d4Ue^  which  he  sought  was  interrupted  by  the  entrance 
of  lephre^  but  her  manner  seemed  to  beckon  him  on.  He  was 
almost  in  love.  Summoning  her  father  to  his  apartments  by 
note,  and  the  old  gentleman  appearing  within  the  hour,  the 
enamored  one  came  to  the  point  with  a  promptness  and  sel^ 
possession  impossible  in  a  lover  under  forty. 
Is  Celeste  engaged  ?" 


u 


"  She  is  not." 
."Would  it  be  agreublfl  to  hw  pwMiti If  Colanl  Bmt 

lioiilil  make  orertiires  for  her  bmd  ?" 

"  It  would  be  moat  agreeftbla." 

The  lady  had  gone  to  ipeiid  •mne  6aj»  riz  wiSka  ittta^ 
country,  and  thither  her  lover  ridee  tint  ant  noni^h'*^ 
sn  eager,  but  composed  mind.  CdeAa  eelen  -tiw  dmtAaff- 
room,  though  he  had  not  idled  a      -  ■■    -    -  — 

tion  eusues.     She  is  all  wit  mad  g»fetj ;  mora  d 
ever,  the  lover  thinks.    He  triee  to  tom  tin  t 
the  subject  nearest  hi§  heart ;  bat  ihe,  with  tba  g 
graceful  malice  of  lovely  vomaa, 
so  at  last,  quite  captivated,  be  Ukm  bW  leafikt  - 

The  same  houv  on  the  fi>llowii^  ■ 
more,  tiU-a-tite  with  the  beuitife]  CMoMt. 
again.  But,  this  time,  the  great  qneatioa  VM  pot.  To  A* 
surprise  of  this  renowned  lady>killer,  OeUate  r^Baa  limit  aha 
U  firmly  resolved  neverto  many  I 

"  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  it,  madam  ;  I  had  promised  my- 
self gi'eat  happiness,  but  can  not  blame  your  detenninatioa.** 

She  replied  :  "  No ;  certainly,  sir,  you  can  not ;  for  I  recol- 
lect to  have heaid  you  enpicss  surprise  that  any  woman  shonld 
marry,  and  you  gave  such  reasons,  and  with  bo  much  elo- 
quence, as  made  an  indelible  impression  on  my  mind. 

The  disappointed  swain  received  the  rebuff  witli  perfect 
courtesy  and  good  humor.    They  parted  the  best  friends. 

"Have  you  any  commands  to  town,  madam?  I  wiob  yOB 
a  good  morning." 

Two  days  passed.  Then,  a  note  fiom  Celeste  sorprised  the 
Rtjected,  informing  him  that  she  was  in  town  for  a  few  hours, 
and  would  be  glad  to  see  him.  He  was  puzzled,  and  hastened 
to  her  for  a  solution.  The  interview  lasted  two  hours,  in  the 
course  of  which  the  tender  subject  was  daintily  toaohed,  bat 
the  lover  forbore  to  renew  his  suit;  and  the  ooDversati<Mi 
ended  without  result.  Kext  day,  another  note  from  the  lady, 
sent  in  from  the  country,  expressing  "an  unalterable  determi- 
nation nevei'  again  to  listen  to  his  suit,  and  requeeting  that 
the  subject  might  never  be  renewed."    Late  in  tiw  «T«iuDg 
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of  the  same  day,  on  returning  to  his  lodgings,  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent leanied  that  a  boy  had  been  three  times  that  afternoon 
to  deliver  a  message  to  him,  but  had  refused  to  say  from 
whom  it  cjmie.  At  hist  Colonel  Burr's  servant  had  traced  the 
boy  to  the  town  residence  of  Celeste.  Early  next  morning  the 
message  came;  Celeste  requested  an  interview.  Post-haste 
the  Vice-President  hied  to  the  presence  of  his  beloved.  Ho 
found  lier  engaged  with  a  visitor,  but  observed  that  she  was 
agitated  upon  his  entrance,  and  impatient  for  the  departure 
of  her  guest.  At  length  they  were  alone,  and  he  waited  for 
her  to  state  her  reasons  for  desiring  to  see  him.  With  ex- 
treme embarrassment,  she  stammered  out,  alter  several  vain 
attempts  to  speak,  that  she  feared  her  note  had  not  been 
couched  in  terms  sufficiently  polite,  and  she  had  therefore 
wished  for  an  opportunity  to  ai)ologize.  She  could  utter  no 
more.  lie,  expecting  no  such  matter,  stared  in  dumb  aston- 
ishment, with  an  absurd  hall-grin  upon  his  countenance.  As 
she  sat  deeply  engaged  in  tearing  to  ])ieces  some  roses,  and 
he  in  pinching  new  corners  in  the  rim  of  his  hat,  she  all 
blushes  and  confusion,  he  confounded  and  speechless,  the  pair, 
he  afterward  thought,  would  have  made  a  capital  subject  for 
a  painter.  He  was  the  first  to  recover  power  to  articulate. 
Denying  roundly  that  the  fatal  note  was  any  thing  but  polite 
and  proper,  he  offered  to  return  it,  proposed  that  it  should  be 
considered  canceled,  and  begged  to  be  allowed  to  call  the 
next  morning,  and  renew  his  suit.  To  this  she  objected, 
but  faintly.  Waiving  his  request  for  a  foiTnal  permission, 
he  changed  the  subject,  and,  after  an  hour's  not  unpleasant 
conversation,  took  his  leave. 

He  now  confessed  to  Theodosia,  to  whom  the  affair  had 
been  circumstantially  related,  from  day  to  day,  that  he  was 
in  the  condition  of  a  cei-tain  country  judge  before  whom  a 
cause  had  been  too  ingeniously  argued  by  the  lawyers.  "  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  jury,"  said  the  judge,  "you  must  get  along  with 
this  cause  as  well  as  you  can ;  for  my  part,  I'm  swamped." 
But  the  sapient  Theodosia  was  not  puzzled  in  the  least.  "She 
meant,"  wrote  Theo.,  "  from  the  beginning  to  say  that  awf»«l 
word,  yes  ;  but  not  choosing  to  say  it  immediately,  she  told 
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yon  that  you  had  famidied  her  wHh  argnment) 
mony,  which  in  French  meaai,  Plaue,  nr,  to  pamuds  me  oat 
of  thcin  again.  But  yon  took  it  u  i  plnmp  nfiual,  and  walked 
olT.  She  called  yon  bock.  What  mora  oonld  aha  do?  1 
would  have  seen  yon  to  Japan  befora  I  diould  hars  done  ao 

However,  the  offer  of  marriage  waa  nerer  reoeved.  ThB 
lover  w»H  probably  himaelf  nndeddad  aa  to  tba  denrablenaM 
of  the  match.  But  betireen  him  and  Celeatfl  there  waa  alwaya 
a  tender  friendsliip,  and  for  many  months  it  eeemed  likdy 
enough  that  at  some  nnexpected  moment  the  oooobi^Te  votd 
would  be  »poken. 

To  complete  hia  good  fortnne,  he  began  hia  oScial  lift  a 
very  popular  man.  He  waa  popular  with  hia  partj  fer  giving 
it  victory.  He  was  admired  by  Ta«t  nambara  of  bonoraUa 
.  men,  because  he  had  dieduned  to  seek  hia  own  elevatitm  by  1 
1  defeatiii<;  the  will  of  a  majority  of  his  oonntrymen.  Hie  | 
6clut  of  oflice  wax  added  to  hia  reputation  aa  a  soldier  and  aa 
s  politician  ;  and  he,  of  all  men,  seomed  to  be  the  one  most 
likely  soon  to  have  at  his  disposal  the  lavora  which  a  Prendent 
can  confer.  Thcro  chanced  to  be  in  1801,  before  the  Vice- 
President  hnd  yet  jirettiilcd  over  the  Sennte,  a  convention  in 
the  State  of  New  York  to  make  certain  amendments  to  the 
Constitution.  Upon  the  meeting  of  the  convention  the  Vice- 
President  wiu  made  chairman  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Up  to  this  time,  Aaron  Burr  had  known  little  but  good  for- 
tune. He  had  been  a  sueceiofiil  soldier,  a  more  sucocssful 
lawyer,  a  most  successful  politician.  Fortunate  and  happy  in 
his  domestic  relations,  he  was  strengthened  now  by  the  alliance 
of  liis  daughter  with  an  ancient  and  wealthy  family.  His  own 
estate  was  ample  and  improving.  Uia  rival  and  enemy  was 
distanced.  Still  in  the  very  prime  of  his  days,  there  was  bat 
one  more  honcrable  distinction  fur  him  to  gain,  and  that 
itecmed  almost  within  his  grasp.  High  in  the  esteem  of  his 
o\tn  party,  lie  enjoyed  also  the  general  respect  of  the  Fede- 
ralists, as  lieing  a  more  modcrnte  partisan  than  other  leading 
Republican  B. 

Such  was  iho  position  of  Aaron  Ban-  in  the  year  1801, 
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But  Fortune  was  now  tired  of  befriending  this  man.  His 
position  was  imposing,  but  hollow.  As  a  politician,  he  never 
bad  any  real  basis ;  such  as  great  ideas,  strong  convictions, 
important  original  measures,  a  grand  policy;  nor  were  his  pe- 
culiar gifls  of  a  nature  to  charm  the  multitude. 

Aaron  Burr  should  never  have  touched  politics.  He  had  no 
business  with  politics.  Having  made  up  his  mind  at  old  Dr. 
Bellamy^  that  Honor  was  the  god  for  a  gentleman,  and  that 
Chesterfield  was  one  of  his  prophets,  he  should  have  been  con- 
tent to  practice  law,  get  a  fortune,  shine  in  society,  make  the 
tour  of  Europe,  patronize  the  line  arts,  give  elegant  dinners  ; 
and  80  have  been  the  inane  and  aimless  individual  that  the 
rich  American,  since  the  Revolution,  has  usually  plumed  him- 
Bolf  upon  being.  Or,  he  should  have  emigrated  to  France. 
In  soldiers,  Frenchmen,  and  cliildren,  ambition  is  a  nearly  in- 
evitable incentive  to  exertion,  and  therefore  pardonable.  But 
for  the  citizen  of  a  free  State  to  seek  or  accept  high  public 
office  for  any  smaller  object  than  the  public  good,  is  not 
pardonable,  but  pitiable.  The  fatal  day  in  the  life  of  Aaron 
Burr  was  not  on  which  lie  and  his  amiable  foe  both  fell  on  the 
field  of  honor,  never  to  rise,  but  on  that  on  which  he  resolved, 
for  party  and  personal  reasons  chiefly,  to  turn  politician. 
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Accursed  be  Politios  for  ever  I  11i«  nuBlatrom  tint  hn 
drawn  in  anc]  cngulfod  so  many  able  and  worthymen.  Wbat 
talent  it  absorbs  Uiat  is  so  needed  elsewberel  How  manf 
f lir  rcpotaiioiia  it  has  blasted  I  What  toil,  what  ingsonitfi 
wbat  wealth,  wbat  lives  bave  been  wasted  npon  it  I  How 
lean  are  political  methods  and  expedients,  and  how  absurdly 
lisproportioned  are  political  trinmphs  to  thdr  ooet  I  Polilks 
can  never  be  reformed.  To  abolish  poliUes  altogether  is  periis{» 
the  atonement  America  is  going,  one  day,  to  make  to  an  ont> 
raged  world,  for  sinking  to  the  deepest  deem  *'>^  wallowing 
in  the  filthiest  filth  of  politiosi  tnr|»tad6. 

Coluiiel  Burr  wna  now  in  raveral  people's  way,  and  mea^ 
ures  were  to  be  adopted  to  get  him  oat  of  the  way. 

Wliile  a  party  is  in  oppodtion,  any  body  who  on  help  it 
welcome,  and,  if  poarible,  rewarded.  Bat  when  that  party 
gets  into  power,  and  has  all  the  great  prises  to  bestow;  whea 
a  party  noiiiinatton  is  equivalent  to  election ;  and  when,  above 
all,  no  man's  help  is  fett  to  be  necMiary  ;  the  claims  of  the 
leatlin^  partizans  are  apt  to  be  more  closely  scrutinised,  and 
the  (iireo  bitherlo  expended  in  seoiirinc:  trinmph  for  the  party, 
is  (levoteil  to  gaining  siipreinaey  for  the  clique  1 

Colonel  Burr  wax  not  the  man  tliat  Thomas  Jftfrenoa  and 
tlic  Virginia  poliliciann  wanted  to  be  the  next  democnUio 
ProNiilfnt.  James  Mitdlson,  then  Secretary  of  State,  and  a 
man  ot  itnmcnfic  isnnily  interest  in  Virpinia,  was  the  predes- 
tiiieil  candidate  of  the  southern  liepublicans,  Madison  was 
JtffuiBon's  neighbor,  friend,  an-l  disdple.  In  New  York,  the 
Re|iiitiliean  party,  comjiosed  of  three  faetions  —  Clintons,  Li»- 
ingKtoni^  and  llurritt-s  —  iind  been  kept  together  by  Colonel 
Huri'H  masterly  management  while  there  was  a  Federal  party 
to  be  vanqiiiHheil ;  but  now  that  the  victory  was  won,  the  ele- 
nieuts  of  discord  no  long  latent,  burst  into  vigorous  life.  The 
Kcpnblictin  jiarty  of  the  State  of  New  York  was  a  unit  no 
longer.  Kaeli  of  the  three  factions  was  jcalons  of  the  others, 
and  aHinrt'il  to  sway  the  ]mi1y.  But,  liir  tlio  present,  the  Clin- 
tons  and  thn  Livtrigslons  were  diH|ioKed  to  unite  their  forces 
for  the  purpuHO  of  dextroying  lliirr  and  his  band  of  followers, 
Thus  against  our  bcro  and  bis  "myrmidons,"  three  great  pow^ 
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ers  were  soon  to  be  secretly  or  openly  leagued  ;  namely,  first, 
the  Virginia  politicians,  one  of  whom  wielded  the  patronage 
of  the  Federal  government ;  secondly,  the  Clintons,  one  of 
whom  was  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  while  yoimg 
Do  Witt  Clinton  was  a  member  of  the  United  States  Senate  ; 
and,  lastly,  the  miraerous  and  wealthy  family  of  the  Livii»g- 
stons.  Each  of  these  had  darling  objects,  to  the  attainment 
of  which  Colonel  Burr's  present  commanding  position  and 
^>ecnliar  powers  were  the  chief  obstacle. 

Down  with  the  interloper^  was  now  the  whisper  that  circu- 
lated among  the  magnates  of  the  party,  both  at  Washington 
and  at  Albany 

In  tl»e  distribution  of  the  "spoils"  of  victory,  many  import- 
ant friends  of  Colonel  Burr  were  passed  by,  while  the  mem- 
bers and  adherents  of  the  two  great  families  were  loaded  with 
favor.  Edward  Livingston  was  appointed  mayor  of  the  city, 
Chancellor  Livinsjston  went  embassador  to  France.  Brockholst 
Livingston  and  Smith  Thompson,  whose  wife  was  a  Living- 
ston, were  elevated  to  the  bench  of  the  State  Supreme  Court. 
Morgan  Lewis,  Dr.  Tillotson,  and  General  Armstronix,  all  con- 
nected by  marriage  with  the  same  family,  were  well  providtMl 
for.  George  Clinton  was  governor,  De  Witt  Clinton  was  in 
the  Senate.  A  large  proportion  of  the  minor  city  offices  were 
given  to  Clintonians.  The  Federal  offices,  too,  were  bestowed 
in  accordance  with  the  same  general  plan  of  excluding  the 
friends  of  Burr.  Soon,  Colonel  Burr  and  John  Swartwout, 
through  Clintonian  influence,  lost  their  seats,  after  a  hotly-con- 
tested election,  as  directors  of  the  Manhattan  I^ank  ;  and  the 
influence  and  ])ower  of  that  institution  were  used  against  the 
man  to  whom  it  owed  its  existence. 

It  soon  became  af)parent  that  the  Aynerlcan  Citizen^  the 
organ  of  tlie  Republican  party  in  the  city,  owned  by  a  cousin 
ofDe  Witt  Clinton's,  was  conducted  wholly  in  the  interest  of 
that  ]>olitician.  It  was  edited  by  a  scurrilous  dog  of  an  En- 
glishman, named  Cheetham,  who  began  life  as  a  halter,  and 
who  knew  as  much  of  American  politics  as  De  Witt  Clinton 
chose  to  tell  him.  This  Cheetham  fancied  he  had  a  talent  for 
iuvectivc,  and,  nothing  pleased  him  better  than  to  make  a 


set-attaok  on  some  pnUio  diKMter^ia«lM*<h»'«ifpiwlfti> 
be  the  manner  of  Juntuk.  HiiiultaB,.too;ild'«a  fgl^'^ht- 
ncwIy-e^ablUhed  Eoenmff  Pott,  Mlited  kf /WUlfaut  TTliltilMi, 
ft  lawyfr,  a  good  writar^  wd  •  gwUcouta. 

Id  these  dreumstanoes,  the  friends  of.  Btirr,}o  ti».mutmm 
of  1802,  assisted  to  euifaliah  tha  Marmimff  £Sb!M«iMb,J*UBh 
Biippoited  the  iiiliiiiiiiiilnliini,  hiit  THiiwjmijJIj  fliiiiiillj  In  Ihfc 
Vice-President.  Thia  Momtnt  OlttmdeU  aimtj,  kag^p^  «» 
exist,  but  its  name,  throngft  » liappx  MCidaet,  wiU  b«  ranaMr 
bered  for  many  genenilioiia  to  eom^  .  It  WM-  sfiliid  bf  JJA 
Peter  Irving,  »nd,  in  iu  ooloiniM,  a  yongar  tr«UNraf  tht 
editor,  Waseiinqtok  I«7cro,  first  iqtfwared  ■■  •  wriMr  Af  !kn 
public.  Mr.  Irving  waa  a  yonth  ^  imiataaB  jrbm  -OalaMl 
Burr  used  to  cut  out  hii  JbnaAtm  CTJi^ft  IMiyi  *«li<h> 
Chronicle,  and  inclose  them  Id  hia  lettan  to  llMod(Mi%  vilk 
the  remark  that  they  were  rerjr  good  for  ao  jroang  a  IMM 
He  was  fortunate  in  having  taA  a  oonltibotor.  Bat  Buv 
needed  a  lightinp;  newspaper.  Dr.  Irving,  in  contending  with 
Buch  a  fellow  as  Gheelham,  labored  under  the  crashing  diaa^ 
vanlase  of  being  a  gentleman  and  a  scholar. 

Thus  the  weapons  of  warfai'e  were  prepared.  Colonel  Barr 
soon  gave  dog  Cheetham  an  opportunity  to  howl  the  alarm. 

On  his  way  to  the  seat  of  government,  in  the  aatamn  of 
1801,  to  take  his  seat  in  the  L-hair  of  the  Senate,  the  Yiee- 
Pi'csident  received  from  certain  citizens  of  Baltimore  one  of 
those  adulatory  addresses  of  which  Mr.  Adams  was  no  food, 
and  which  it  had  been  a  specialty  of  the  Kepnblioan  party  to 
denounce  and  ridicule.  To  this  address  Colonel  Burr  r«< 
sponded  thus:  "Time  will  not  allow  me  to  return  a  vrittcn 
answer,  bnt  I  must  be  permitted  to  state  my  dis^probatun 
of  the  mode  of  expres^ng  public  sentiment  by  addresMa." 
This  answer  was  in  the  sti-icte.'rt  accordance  with  the  Repaid 
lican  feeling  of  the  time.  Bnt  it  was  needlessly  abrupt,  and 
gave  offense  to  many.  It  savored  of  Federal  haitglitiaeM^ 
thought  some,  and  was  unbecoming  a  publio  aervant.  But 
tbie  was  a  trifle. 

The  great  measure  of  the  session  was  the  repeal  of  a  judir 
fliliy  IhII,  wbioh  passed  at  the  close  of  the  laot  Ct»gr««^  I9 
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which  the  number  of  Federal  judges  was  increased  by  twenty- 
three.  This  bill  had  been  passed  by  a  party  vote,  the  Re- 
publicans going  against  it  in  a  body.  But  what  made  it 
inexpressibly  odious  to  the  new  administration,  and  to  the 
Republican  party,  was  the  indecent  haste  with  which  Mr. 
Adams,  in  the  very  last  hour  of  his  presidency,  had  appointed 
the  new  judges.  These  were  the  "midnight  appointments" 
of  which  Mr.  Jefferson  so  wrathfully  spoke  in  a  letter  pre- 
viously quoted,  and  which  were  the  more  offensive  as  the 
judges  were  appointed  for  life.  What  President,  what  party, 
could  see,  without  disgust,  twenty-three  keenly-coveted  Hfe- 
jndgeships,  stolen,  as  it  were,  from  the  hard- won  "spoils"  of 
victory  ?  Twenty -three  such  offices,  skillfully  bestowed,  were 
a  reserve  of  political  capital  that  would  suffice,  alone,  to  turn 
the  scale  in  a  close  contest,  whether  in  caucus  or  at  the  polls. 
Enough.  The  party  was  resolved  on  repealing  the  V>ill,  and 
thus  annihilating  the  judgeships  which  it  created.  This  was 
done,  but  only  after  a  long  period  of  exciting  and  acrimonious 
debate,  during  which  the  Vice-President,  by  the  utter  impar- 
tiality of  his  conduct,  gave  offense  to  both  ])arties. 

T^ie  Senate  was  nearly  tied  on  the  question,  and  thus  it 
happened  that  at  a  ceitain  stage  of  the  bill  the  Vice-President 
had  to  give  a  casting  vote.  On  a  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  a 
committee  for  amendment,  the  vote  was  fourteen  to  fourteen, 
the  Federalists  favoring  the  reference.  The  Vice-President 
said : 

"  I  am  for  the  affirmative,  because  I  never  can  resist  the 
reference  of  a  measure  where  the  Senate  is  so  nicely  balanced, 
and  when  the  object  is  to  effect  amendment  that  may  accom- 
modate it  to  the  opinions  of  a  large  majority,  and  particularly 
when  I  can  believe  that  gentlemen  are  sincere  in  wishing  a 
reference  for  this  purpose.  Should  it,  however,  at  any  time 
appear  that  delay  only  is  intended,  my  conduct  will  be  differ- 
ent." 

This  vote  produced  a  "  sensation."  The  ultra  Republicans 
condemned  it,  of  course ;  and  Cheetham  made  it  the  object 
of  vituperation.  The  ultra  Federalists  rejoiced  over  it.  Mod- 
erate men  of  all  parties  saw  in  it  the  simple  discharge  of  aD 
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obvious  duty.  Ah  it  happened,  howerer,  U»  TOto  Iwd  no  !«■ 
milts,  for  tlic  ni'i'ival  of  a  Senator,  a  day  or  two  after,  leilorad 
t)ie  Itcpiiblicmi  majority,  and  the  bill  WM  taken  ont  of  OOB- 
luitteu  tot'thwitli. 

At  otiier  utagen  of  the  bill,  the  Tlce-Prendent*)!  oonrw  wM 
HL'Vvrely  (liBa]>poiritiDg  to  the  FederalUU.  On  tfau  point «« 
titivo  the  iinequaled  authority  of  Gouvenenr  Morria,  who,  M 
a  Fedurtil  Scnutor,  fought  for  the  preserradnt  of  the  jodgo- 
eliips  with  nil  the  energy  of  honeat  and  dinntererted  eonvie- 
tiuM.  lie  believed  the  nation  would  be  diagraeed  by  depriv> 
Hii;  men  of  offiuea  whioh  the  Constitution  gave  tbem  fi>r  lU^ 
ami  which  they  bad  aooepted  on  that  ocm^don.  Gonveoear 
Morris,  wlien  all  wna  over,  wrote  thoa  to  hia  friend,  Chanealkr 
Liviiigrttoti :  "  Tliere  was  a  moment  when  the  Vieo-Piuideat 
lui^lit  hiive  arrested  the  meaenre  by  his  vote,  and  that  TOto 
would,  I  believe,  have  mado  him  Preudent  at  the  next  eleo- 
tioii ;  but  'then.'  is  a  tide  in  the  affiiira  of  man,*  whioh  he  nt 
feifil  to  go  by." 

This  reserve  of  power  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Burr  was  the 
more  ereditablo  to  hiui  from  the  fact  that  ho  was  rather  op- 
posed to  the  repeal  than  otherwise.  It  is  evident  from  his 
eori'espoiiilenee  at  the  time,  that  lie  made  the  Ugalityoi  the 
repciil  u  special  subjeut  of  iTivesti<;:Uioii,  and,  avcording  to  his 
wuiit,  of  cunsultation  with  the  eminent  lawyers  of  his  ao- 
qiiainlauee.  To  BainalMis  Blilwell,  ho  writes:  "The  power 
thus  to  dejirive  judges  of  their  oflices  and  salaries  must  be  ad- 
niilteil ;  but  whether  it  v'ould  be  cotiatitutionaUy  moral,  it  I 
may  use  the  expression,  aixl,  if  so,  whether  it  would  be  poUtk 
and  expedient,  are  questions  on  which  I  conid  wish  to  he 
further  advise<l.  Your  opinion  on  these  points  would  be  par 
tieularly  aeci-pLible." 

To  his  son-in-law  he  exjiresscs  the  same  donbts,  and  adds 
*'  Head  tliG  Constitution,  and  having  informed  yourself  of  the 
uiit-ot'door  lalli,  wiite  me  how  you  view  the  thing."  Mr.  A 
J.  Dallas  of  I'entisylvaiii:!,  a  zealous  and  able  Democrat,  gave 
tlie  Vioe-I'resiilent  a  deoiiliHl  opinion  against  the  re|>eal  of  the 
bill,  and  in  Civor  of  amending  it.  JeBersoii,  it  appears,  took 
about  lite  same  view  of  the  repeal  as  Burr,  and,  aa  the  Vie*- 
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President  forbore  to  defeat  it  by  his  casting  vote,  the  Presi- 
dent refrained  from  killing,  it  by  his  veto. 

Before  Cheetham  had  done  ringing  the  changes  on  the 
Vice-President's  alleged  inconsistency  on  the  judiciary  bill, 
Colonel  Burr  gave  him  another  subject  upon  which  to  exercise 
bis  talents. 

A  certain  John  Wood,  of  New  York,  toward  the  close  of 
the  year  1801,  sent  to  press  a  voluminous  pamphlet,  entitled, 
"A  History  of  the  Administration  of  John  Adams."  Stupid- 
ity, Ignorance,  hnd  Falsehood  combined  their  several  powers 
in  tlie  production  of  this  indigested  mass  of  tedious  lies.  It 
Mras  a  sort  of  "  campaign  life"  reversed ;  that  is,  instead  of 
being  all  pufF,  it  was  all  slander  or  misrepresentation.  One 
sentence  from  this  precious  work  wull  suffice  to  give  the  reader 
an  idea  of  its  character,  and  of  the  good  it  was  likely  to  do  to 
the  Republican  cause.  Afler  berating  John  Adams  for  many 
a  weary  page,  Mr.  Wood  proceeded  to  inquire  why  it  was 
tliat  Connecticut  should  have  been  so  persistent  and  unani 
mous  in  support  of  such  a  madman.  This,  he  says,  naturally 
excites  our  wonder  and  astonishment.  "  But  the  surprise  ot 
the  reader  will  vanish  when  he  is  informed  that  in  no  part  of 
the  world  the  bigotry  of  priesthood  reigns  so  triumphant,  and 
that  the  dark  shades  of  superstition  nowhere  cloud  the  un- 
derstanding  of  man  in  such  a  degree,  as  among  the  unhappy 
natives  of  Connecticut." 

The  volume  contained  labored  eulogies  of  JeiFerson  and 
Burr.  The  pufF  of  the  Vice-President  concluded  with  these 
words :  "It  is  impossible  to  draw  a  character  of  Colonel  Burr 
in  more  applicable  and  expressive  terms  than  Governor  Liv- 
ingston has  done  of  his  father  :  'Though  a  person  of  a  slender 
and  delicate  make,  to  encounter  fatigue  he  has  a  heart  of  steel ; 
and  for  the  dispatch  of  business,  the  most  amazing  talents 
joined  to  a  constancy  or  mind  that  insures  success  in  spite  of 
every  obstacle.  As  long  as  an  enterprise  appears  not  abso- 
lutely impossible,  he  knows  no  discouragement,  but,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  difficulty,  augments  his  diligence  ;  and  by  an  in- 
superable fortitude,  frequently  accomplishes  what  his  friends 
and  acquaintances  conceived  utterly  impracticable.'  " 
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Colonel  Burr  read  thi*  work  in  the  •hseta.  He  mv  at  <»• 
glance  that  its  publioalioii  would  do  tha  RopaUieaB  partj 
liarui  instead  of  good ;  pardonlarlj  in  Kaw  Eagbnd,  whers 
\e  was  moat  of  all  solioitoufl  to  gun  adlwreiita.  Ho  begin, 
by  this  time,  to  undersUnd  that  his  fbtan^ai  «  |ioliliain, 
depctided  upon  the  Republican  partf^  gaining  nub  U  li^ 
21-ease  of  strungih  in  New  England  aa  to  oonnterimlaDoa  tba 
undue  infliieuce  of  Yirgiuia.  With  his  oatutl  iffomptnci^  bal 
not  with  Ilia  usual  conipl«teneM  of  anooaaa,  he  attomptad  to 
suppreKs  the  book.  Twelve  haodred  and  fiftj  oopiea  had  be« 
}>i-iiited.  He  agreed  with  author  and  pnbliaher  to  paj  a  oar- 
tnin  Riim,  on  condition  that  the  whole  edition  aboidd  be 
bumed  and  the  seeret  kept.  Before  the  bargain  ww  eonamto 
muted,  however,  it  was  asoertained  that  informaticm  oftben*> 
gotiation  had  been  gjven  to  Dnane,  of  the  Philaddphik  A»i 
rora,  and  to  cur  Cheetham,  of  the  New  Tork  OtttHM,  and  that 
certain  copies  had  been  handed  abouL  A*  one  of  tha  pnb- 
liflliei-s  of  tlic  book  had  been  tutoi-  iti  General  Hamilton's  ftm- 
ily,  itmay  be  that  in  thin  affLir  Hamilton  repaid  Burr,  in  kind, 
fur  his  maneuvers  in  1800.*  Be  that  as  it  may.  Burr  refiised 
to  pay  fur  the  edition,  and  let  the  matter  take  its  course. 

Cheetham,  lii'st  by  hinta  and  iimuendoes,  then  by  broad  and 
reiterated  assertion,  aflsailed  the  Vice-President,  muntaining 
that  he  had  attempted  to  suppress  the  book  /br  the  take  of 
shielding  hit  mo)  friends,  the  FederaiiaU,  from  the  jnst  odium 
which  its  general  circulation  would  have  excited.  Here  was 
another  proof,  said  Cheuthani,  if  other  proof  were  needed,  of 
the  Giithlessness  of  tlie  Vice-President  to  hia  party,  etc.,  el& 
Duiino,  of  the  more  decent  .Aurora,  joined  at  last  in  the  cry, 
though,  at  the  time,  he  had  approved  of  the  sapprenion,  aa  a 
letter  of  his  to  Colonel  Burr  still  showa.  Hia  letter,  dated 
April  15,  says  it  was  Jbrtuttate  Wood's  pamphlet  had  not  ap- 
peared, luid  it  would  be  still  mow  fortunate  if  it  should  never 
appear.  His  paper  of  July  12th  expresses  the  opinion  that  if 
tlie  motives  for  the  suppression  of  the  book  were  not  satiafao- 

*  HuiilEon  had  no  objoction  to  a  pultlication  whkdi  tedded  to  jiutiiy  Ui 
•«n  apportion  to  Arlsma.     WLca,  soon  after.  Wood  got  into  priKo  br  MbI, 
k   ki  waa  idcMed  \>j  Colemao,  iIm  editor  oT  U«milioa's  oiasa 
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torily  explained  to  the  public,  Colonel  Burr's  standing  with 
the  Republican  interest  was  gone. 

No  explanation  at  all  was  vouchsafed  to  a  credulous  public. 
Burr  was  careless  of  public  opinion  to  a  remarkable  degree, 
and  he  was  full  of  that  pride,  so  common  in  his  day,  which 
disdains  to  notice  newspaper  comment,  or  any  other  form  of 
popular  clamor.  One  of  the  maxims  which  he  used  to  recom- 
mend to  his  j)r()teges  was,  never  to  apologize  for  or  explain 
away  a  public  action  which  might  be  disapproved,  but  let  its 
results  speak.  Once,  after  reproving  his  daughter  for  some 
slight  neglect,  he  adds,  "No  apologies  or  explanations  —  I 
hate  them."  Alluding  to  one  of  Cheetham's  lies,  he  wrote  to 
Theodosia :  "  They  are  so  utterly  lost  on  me  that  I  should 
never  have  seen  even  this,  but  that  it  came  inclosed  to  me  in 
a  letter  from  New  York."  In  another  letter  he  speaks  of 
"some  new  and  amusing  libels  against  the  Vice-President," 
which  he  had  thought  of  sending  her.  Tliis  is,  doubtless,  the 
right  temper  for  a  man  who  has  no  favors  to  ask  of  the  public ; 
but  to  one  whose  career  in  life  absolutely  depentls  upon  the 
multitude's  sweet  voices,  it  will  certainly,  sooner  or  later, 
prove  fatal.  Besides,  it  was  only  this  summer  that  Dr.  Irving 
had  got  his  Morniuff  Chronicle  fairly  under  way,  and  by  that 
time  Cheetham's  calumnies  had  struck  in  past  eradication. 

But  these  were  only  preliminary  scandals.  The  main  at- 
tack was  to  come.  Before  proceeding  to  that,  however,  let 
us  see  what  new  gorgons  the  Vice-President's  conduct  was 
conjuring  up  in  the  morbid  mind  of  Hamilton. 

The  celebration  of  Washington's  birth-dav  w:is  then  more  a 
party  tlian  a  national  custom,  and  one  which  the  Federalists 
were  not  likely  to  neglect  in  the  fii*st  year  of  a  Republican 
administration.  The  usual  banquet  was  held  at  Wtishington. 
A  few  days  after,  the  rumor  circulated  in  New  Yc/k  that  the 
Vice-President  had  actually  been  present  at  that  festival,  and 
given  a  toast.  "  We  are  told  here,"  wrote  Hamilton  to  Bay- 
ard,  "that  at  the  close  of  your  birth-day  feast,  a  strange  a/> 
parUiony  wliich  wils  taken  for  the  Vice-Presidi-nt,  appeared 
among  yon,  and  toasted  'the  union  of  all  honest  men.'  I 
often  hear  at  the  corner  of  tlie  streets  important  Federal  se- 
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creta  of  which  I  am  ignonoL  TIhi.  nMybe  ooo.  If  th» 
story  is  true,  'tis  a  good  thing  if  w«  dm  it  WflD.  A*  ■•  A^ 
ttmmetil,  t)ie  peisou  will  be  an  aoxiliary  of  terns  valaa ;  m a 
oliiulj  he  will  disgrace  aod  destroy  the  pATty,  X  MUpeot,  ImW 
ever,  tlie  folly  of  tlie  maae  will  nuke  him  tiie  UUer,  md  frMi 
the  moment  it  shall  eppeer  that  thii  b  the  fiau^  h  nuf  he  d» 
peiided  upon,  much  more  will  be  loattbaa  gained.  I  kaav 
of  no  important  character  who  husleM/himdMinUr«t4hM 
the  man  iti  quention.  Hie  talents  Bwy  do  wall  vuMgh  ftr* 
particular  plot,  but  they  ere  ill-euited  fiw  « ■  greet  md  wia 
drama.     But  what  has  wisdom  to  de  witli  wc«k  aMB?" 

That  reiuai'k  about  Burr's  talent*  baeg  bsUer  ai^ad  ta.^ 
particular  plot,  than  to  a  "  great  end  wiaedraaia,*  ii<na«f  A* 
truest  ever  ninde  by  Hamilton  of  Ida  entagnntrt 

To  Gouveneui-  Morris,  HamUton  writes  m  a  wmihratidwi 
He  feai-s  that  some  new  intrigne  is  batohing  between  Barraad 
the  FederullNls.  If  not,  what  meant  the  "  qtparitioa  ^  Ha 
adds,  that  if  BuiT-  should  form  a  third  party,  "  we  may  think 
It  worth  while  to  purchoM  him  teith  his  fiying  aquadrona?- 
Hamilton's  miun  idea  was  :  Let  us  use  Burr  as  a  meane  of  MV 
elevation,  not  let  him  use  tM  as  a  means  of  his  own. 

It  WAS  again  the  sensible  Mr,  Bayard's  privilege  to  allay 
Hamilton's  ajiprehensions.  In  reply  to  the  letter's  "  appefV 
lion"  tetter,  he  wrote  as  follows:  "The  apprehenuons  yo« 
appeal'  to  entertain  of  the  etTeet  of  the  intrigues  of  a  certain 
jivi'son,  if  you  will  take  my  word  for  it,  are  wholly  witlioot 
ground.  In  fuut,  little  has  b^en  attcjnpted  nnd  nothing  ao- 
eomplished.  I  answer  only  for  the  time  present,  becanse  I 
believe  the  {^ntleman  is  wailing  to  see  the  result  of  the  new 
state  of  things  more  completely  developed  before  he  decides 
upon  the  course  he  will  jiiirHue.  The  uppariiion  in  the  qftat 
jtiixe  was  not  iii)ex|)Oeted,  but  the  tonst  wna. 

"An  intimation  was  given  that,  if  he  was  sensible  of  Be 
impropriety  in  being  our  guest  u[ion  the  occasion,  his  com- 
pany would  bo  very  acceptable ;  our  calculation  was  that  ha 
had  less  chance  of  gaining  than  losing  by  accepting  the  invK 
tatioD.  We  knew  the  impreeeion  which  the  coinaidenMtfftir^ 
mautancat  would  ma/u  on  a  certain  great  pereonofe,  haw 
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readily  that  impression  would  be  communicated  to  the  proud 
and  aspiring  lords  of  the  ancient  dominion,  and  we  have  not 
been  mistaken  as  to  the  jealousy  we  expected  it  would  excite 
til  rough  the  party. 

"  Be  assured,  the  apparition  was  much  less  frightful  to  those 
who  saw  it  than  to  many  who  heard  of  the  place  where  it  ap- 
peared. The  toast  was  indiscreet,  and  extremely  well  calcu- 
lated to  answer  our  views.  It  will  not  be  an  easy  task  to  im- 
pose upon  the  Federalists  here,  united  and  communicative  as 
tliey  are  at  present ;  and  you  may  rely,  that  no  eagerness  to 
recover  lost  power  will  betray  them  into  any  doctrines  or  com- 
promises repugnant  or  dangerous  to  their  former  principles. 
We  shall  probably  pay  more  attention  to  public  opinion  than 
we  have  hitherto  done,  and  take  more  pains  not  merely  to  do 
right  things,  but  to  do  them  in  an  acceptable  manner." 

That  such  a  pother  should  arise  from  a  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States  attending  a  banquet  in  honor  of  George 
Washington,  gives  the  modern  reader  an  idea  of  the  reality 
of  the  political  differences  of  that  day,  which  we  can  the  bet- 
ter understand  from  the  fact,  that  such  differences  are  again 
becoming  real.  Colonel  Burr  had  a  reason  for  attending  this 
banquet  of  a  personal  kind.  The  Federal  members  of  the 
House  who  gave  the  banquet,  and  who  invited  the  Vice-Pres- 
ident to.  attend  it,  were  the  very  men  who,  a  year  ago,  had 
sat  a  week  trying  lo  make  him  President.  Who  was  the  iri' 
triguer  in  this  business.  Bayard  or  Burr  ? 

Hamilton's  rejoinder  to  Bayard,  is  one  of  the  most  charac- 
teristic epistles  he  ever  wrote.  It  is  eminently  amiable  and 
absurd.  He  says  that  Bayard's  explanation  has  allayed  his 
fear.  He  then  proceeds  to  divulge  an  elaborate  plan  for  bring 
ing  the  country  back  again  to  its  former  Fedeml  principles. 
We  must  change  our  tactics,  he  begins.  We  have  relied 
too  much  upon  the  mere  excellence  of  our  measures.  Men 
are  reasoning,  but  not  reasonable  creatures.  While  we  have 
appealed  solely  to  the  reason,  our  opponents  have  flattered  the 
vanity  of  the  people,  and  the  consequence  is  we  are  prostrate, 
and  they  are  triumphant.  We  must  be  more  poiitic^  my  dear 
rir.    Nothing  wrong  must  be  done, of  course;  but  we  must 
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.  f^tnect  art  with  art,  and  dribat  triok  with  triA;  Atti^Mftr 
i  as  we  can  do  so  innooently.  After  s  prdogus  at  this  de> 
y      oription,  cornea  the  play.    He  mggorta  the  fimamtion  of  a 

..^  "  ChristiaD  Constitutional  Sodety,"  with  a  praiddait  and  eoni^ 
cil  of  twelve  at  Washington,  a  Tiofr-praadent  and  ubooDDcil 
of  twelve  in  each  State,  and  an  manylooBl  bnuohM  aa  nay  be 
necessnry.  The  object  of  this  grand  aaaooiaUon  was  to  ht, 
osientdbly,  fii-st,  the  sapport  of  the  OhriaUan  nHgioa ;  aM^ 
ondly,  the  sapport  of  the  Conadttttion  of  the  Unitod  States 
The  real  object,  of  oourae,  was  to  tarn  ont  the  valgar,  odioMi 
"JauobinV' !»h1  raiBe  to  power  onoe  more  the  virtuooa  awl 
polite  Federaliata.  Iliia  was  to  be  done  hj  difltamg  ialb 
tion,  by  getting  good  men  elected  to  offloa,  and  by  p 
charitable  institutioni,  partioularly  in  cdtiea.  As  a  proof  how 
milch  the  eitiea  needed  looking  after,  Hamilton  reviVaa  the 
Btoi-y  of  the  plot  which  was  nud  to  have  been  formed,  during 
the  prc^siilciitial  siispeniie  of  1801,  to  euise  and  **ciit  off"  the 
leading  Federal istfl. 

Thlii  reads  very  mnch  like  imbecility.  One  would  have 
supposed  the  Federalists  had  had  enough  of  iievret  sudetiu, 
ill  their  early  expuriencea  with  regard  to  the  Cincinnati.  And 
how  HaTtiilton  had  denounced  the  Ameiicnn  imitations  of  tiie 
French  Jacobin  clubs  I  Buynrd  8et  him  right  onoe  more,  by 
telling  him  dcddedly  that  his  Club  scheme  would  not  da 
Let  us  wait,  said  Bayard,  and  the  enemy  will  soon  show  the 
country  that  we  are  the  party  to  give  it  prosperity. 

The  country,  meanwhile,  was  obstinately  prosperona,  and 
unreasonably  peaceful,  and  madly  confident  of  the  ability  and 
patriotism  of  the  administration.  But  there  was  a  gleam  of 
hope  for  the  Federalists  still.  In  the  summer  of  1802,  a  rumor 
was  flying  about  among  them  that  there  was  division  in  the 
enemy's  canip  ;  the  I'ri'siilent  and  Vice-Presideut  had  quar- 
reled 1  In  June,  Hamilton  writes  a  doleful  letter  to  Rufot 
King  about  affairs  jiolitical,  which  thus  concludes : 

*' There  is,  however,  a  circumstance  which  may  acoelerata 
the  tall  of  the  present  paity.  There  is  certainly  a  most  sariuus 
Bvhism  between  the  chief  and  his  beir-apparsnt ;  a  aohism 
abaolutely  ioourable,  because  tbuitded  in  the  heart*  of  both,  in 
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the  rivalship  of  an  insatiable  and  unprincipled  ambition.  The 
effects  are  already  apparent,  and  are  ripening  into  a  more  bit- 
ter animosity  between  the  partizans  of  the  two  men  than  ever 
existed  between  the  Federalists  and  anti-Federalists. 

"  Unluckily,  we  are  not  as  neutral  to  this  quarrel  as  we 
ought  to  be.  You  saw^,  however,  how  far  our  friends  in  Con- 
gress went  in  polluting  themselves  with  the  support  of  the 
second  personage  for  the  presidency.  The  cabal  did  not  ter- 
minate there.  Several  men,  of  no  inconsiderable  importance 
among  us,  like  the  enterprising  and  adventurous  character  of 
this  man,  and  liope  to  soar  with  him  into  power.  Many  more, 
through  hatred  to  the  chief,  and  through  an  impatience  to  re- 
cover the  reins,  are  linking  themselves  to  the  new  chief  almost 
without  perceiving  it,  and  professuig  to  have  no  other  object 
than  to  make  use  of  him  ;  while  he  knows  that  he  is  making 
use  of  them.  What  this  may  end  in,  it  is  difficult  to  per- 
ceive." 

The  truth  about  all  this  is  now  sufficiently  apparent.  The 
President  and  Vice-President  were  on  about  the  same  terms 
as  before.  Colonel  Burr  dined  at  the  White  House  twice  a 
month,  and  with  the  members  of  the  cabinet  about  once  a 
year.  Between  himself  and  Mr.  Madison  there  was  an  ap- 
pearance of  friendliness,  and  a  growing  reality  of  reserve. 
Theodosia  and  the  beautiful  Mrs.  Madison  seem  to  have  been 
on  terms  of  considerable  intimacy.  But  Jefferson,  partly  for 
personal,  cliiefly  for  patriotic  reasons,  wished  the  Virginia 
]>o]iticians  to  continue  the  democratic  rule.  It  was  apparent 
to  Burr  that  their  political  projects  were  incompatible,  and  he 
began  to  look,  more  and  more,  to  the  northern  States  for  sup- 
port, knowing  that  nothing  but  the  impossibility  of  carrying 
an  election  without  him  would  secure  him  the  support  of  the 
Virginians.  The  two  chiefs  were,  therefore,  at  cross  purposes, 
BO  far  as  party  management  was  concerned ;  and  there  is  no 
question  that  Jefferson  now  felt  that  repugnance  to  Burr 
which  their  uncongenial  natures  must,  in  almost  any  circum- 
Btances,  have  generated.  But  they  never  quarreled.  Down 
to  Burr's  last  visit  to  Philadelphia,  in  1806,  he  called  on  and 
dined  with  the  President  quite  as  usual.    Burr,  it  must  be 
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remembered,  could  not  be,  Hka  TAaiBatm  or  Monroe^ »  MtoHJW. 
His  aim  was  to  be  an  indepmdent  pow«r  In.  poUtioi. 

To  return  to  Chcethim.  OoatiDaing  ba  attaok  on  th* 
Yice-Prcsidont,  he  brought  ont  hii  incwt  damaging  ■eoOMtioa, 
wbicli  was,  that  Colonel  But,  dnriog  the  tia  pwiod,  faad  fai- 
trigucd  for  electoral  rotea,  with  the  dedgn  to  dafivnd  Jcffnw 
son  of  the  presidency.  The  oharge  wh  mad*  with  ita^arii^ 
positiveness,  and  desperate  pertmatnty.  TUa  Haadal  was 
Cheetham's  master-pieoe,  aod  the  pablio  mind,  hf  hia  preriow 
efforts,  though  not  coavinocd,  bad  beoomfi  preparvd  to  raonra 
it.  The  better  to  efife<it  bii  parpoaa,  he  wrote  a  aariM  of 
"  Kine  Letters,"  in  which  he  pro&aaed  to  ipTe  a  hiatory  of 
Colonel  Burr's  polttiual  life,  bnt  everr  page  of  wbUi  abowod 
the  man'a  ignorance  of  the  aabjeot  upon  whicb  bo  waa  wiitiBg; 
These  letters  were  afterward  pnblifihed  in  a  pamphlet,  wUah 
became,  for  awhile,  the  town-talk,  and  had  a  oonnderable  of- 
culHtion  at  all  the  political  centers. 

For  the  pui'pose  of  showing  the  caliber  and  style  of 
CtiGCtham,  and  his  slight  acquaintance  with  the  political  his- 
tory of  tlic  time!:,  I  ivill  copy  a  pausage  from  his  fifth  epistle, 
wlitdi  is  in  his  very  best  Junius  style.  It  contains  just  that 
mixture  of  truth  and  falsehood  which  marks  the  produotiont 
of  nnsci'upuloiis  scribes,  who  are  hired  to  clothe  with  worda 
the  ideas  of  their  masters.  Cheethara  was  a  boy  of  seventeen 
wlicn  Colonel  Burr  began  his  political  life.  He  wai  just  of  age 
when  Burr  went  to  the  Senate,  and  was  never  in  a  pontion  to 
have  any  personal  knowledge  of  interior  politics. 

Thus  CliL-etliam,  in  his  fillh  epistle :  "  Your  aoUvity,"  aaid 
this  Junius  Aniericanus,  addressing  the  Vice-President,  "W'aa 
uiiitormly  apportioned  to  your  aelfiahneae.  You  wore  never 
active  but  when  you  had  personal  favors  to  expecL  At  the 
election  fur  governor,  in  17G2,  after  the  Pederaliala  refused  to 
acocpt  you  as  their  candidate,  yon  were  not  to  be  seen,  and 
scarcely  to  be  he.ird  of.  In  1705,  when  tliu  Rejmblicans  made 
choice  uf  Judge  Yates  in  preferenoo  to  yourself,  you  retired  in 
dudgi'on,  and  neither  moved  your  lips  nor  lifted  your  pen  in 
iavor  of  his  election.  In  ITOU,  you  rendered  no  aasintanoe  to 
the  Republicans  at  the  election  for  ABsembly-mea.    la  13S7) 
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you  manifested  some  concern  for,  and  contributed  your  mite 
to  tlie  success  of,  the  Republican  ticket ;  but  let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  you  were  that  year  a  candidate  for  the  Assembly  ! 
Ill  1798,  the  darkest  period  the  Union  has  seen  since  the  Rev- 
olution, you  neither  appeared  at  the  Republican  meetings  nor 
at  the  polls,  you  neither  planned  in  the  cabinet  nor  acted  in 
the  field.  If  you  were  then  eloquent,  it  was  the  eloquence  of 
the  ip'ave.  At  that  portentous  penod,  when  the  greatest  ex- 
ertions were  made  necessary,  you  manifested  none.  In  1799 
you  were  still  in  your  shell ;  you  were  neither  seen  at  the 
Ward  assemblies  nor  on  the  election  ground.  But  in  1800 
you  were  all  activity  and  zeal.  Every  ligament  of  your  frame 
was  brought  into  action.*  You  devoted  night  and  day  to  the 
success  of  the  Republican  ticket.  You  attended  all  our  meet- 
ings, ami  harangued  the  assembled  citizens  at  most.  You 
even  stood  at  the  [>oll8  and  challenged  voters.  All  this  was 
admired,  since,  without  looking  at  the  motive,  it  was  service- 
able. We  give  you  full  credit  for  your  zeal  and  activity  on 
the  occasion,  especially  as  it  was  the  first  time  you  exhibited 
either.  But  even  here  you  were  the  same  man.  You  were 
peculiarly  interested  in  the  success  of  the  election.  You 
knew  that  you  would  be  a  candidate  for  the  Vice- Presidency, 
and  you,  with  the  country  at  large,  were  of  opini<m  that  the 
success  of  the  presidential  election  depended  principally  on 
our  triumph  in  that  of  our  city.  You  had  made  nice  calcula- 
tions on  this  subject,  and  very  clearly  foresaw  the  necessity 
for  herculean  exertiims.  Accordingly,  you  were  all  atiima- 
tion.  You  were  lii-st  at  the  meeting,  first  at  the  polls.  While 
our  citizens  applauded  your  conduct,  they  were  ignorant  of 
your  motives ;  they  knew  little  of  your  real  character  ;  it  had 
been  carefully  enveloped  in  mystery.  Like  theirs,  they  fondly 
imagined  that  yinir  zeal  and  industry  were  the  effect  of  pure 
and  disinterested  patriotism.     Alas  I  sir,  they  knew  you  not. 

And  8o  on,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  nine  let 
ters. 

Cheetham's  main  charge  may  be  divided  into  two  counts ; 
first,  that  Colonel  Burr  intrigued  for  Federal  votes ;  secondly, 
that  lie  intrigaed  for  Republican  votes.    Than  the  first  count, 
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no  nconsation  made  agaiart  a  polituian  was  erer 
eiippaitGd  by  evidence,  or  refhted  fay  evidenoe  m>  Tariomi,  a» 
nacqiiivocft),  so  Invislily  superfluotu  in  quantity.  In  tba 
course  of  the  discussion  which  aroae,  evw]r  p«noa  who  eoM 
have  been  concerned  in  theallegod  mtr^^ — Ban^intinuU 
fi-iendg,  tliG  leading  Federalkts,  inainban  of  the  Houaa  wha 
held  oiitioual  voten — deaisdin  tennaponlire  and  nnaquT- 
ocal,  in  the  public  preM  and  over  thor  own  Bgnaturea,  that 
tlicy  Imd  cither  taken  part  in,  or  had  any  hnowladgs  of|  hj 
intrigue  or  bargnin  between  Cnlond  But  and  the  FaderaluliH 
or  between  tlie  IVicndg  of  Colonel  Burr  and  the  Federaliit^ 
during  the  period  referred  to,  or  at  any  time  preoeding  ib 

David  A.  Ogden  waa  aoouaed  of  having  been  an  agent  vi 
the  negotiation.  In  the  Morning  CAronJols  of  DfOTcaabar 
25th,  1802,  Mr.  Ogden  sud:  "When  about  to  ntum  fton 
the  city  of  WaiihingLon,  two  or  three  membera  of  Congreas 
of  the  Federiil  ]>arty,  spoke  to  nie  about  their  viewt  aa  to  the 
election  of  President,  desiring  me  to  convei'se  with  Colnnd 
Burr  on  the  subject,  and  to  ascpilain  whether  he  would  enter 
into  terms.  On  my  return  to  Xew  York  I  called  on  Colonel 
Uinr,  and  coinniu nitrated  the  above  to  liim.  Ue  ezplidtty 
ducliiiud  thu  cxplunalioii,  and  did  neillier  propose  nor  agree 
to  any  terms.  I  had  no  other  interview  or  comniuniL'atioii 
with  him  on  the  mibjeet ;  and  xo  little  was  I  satisfied  with  this, 
that  in  a  letter  which  I  kooii  atlerward  wrote  to  a  member  of 
Congress,  ami  which  waa  the  only  one  I  wrote,  I  diasuaded 
him  from  giving  hin  supjiort  to  Colonel  Burr,  and  advised 
rather  to  ncquiesco  in  tlie  election  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  aa  the  ItM 
dsmgerous  man  of  the  two." 

Edward  Livingston,  John  Swni-twout,  William  P.  Van  X«h^ 
Matthew  I^  Davis,  and  otherti,  declared  the  innocenco  of  Bun 
in  language  equally  ex[)lU-it.  Hamilton  himself  publidj 
avowed,  in  the  Eveninef  Post,  that  he  had  no  personal 
knowledge  of,  or  belief  in,  the  cxi^ttcncc  of  any  negotiationi 
between  Colonel  Biui-  and  the  nicmbcrs  of  the  Federal  party 

Mr.  Bayard  of  Delaware,  who  had  been  in  a  position  to 
know  moro  of  the  tie  affaii-  than  any  other  man,  and  who  had 
finally  given  the  election  to  Jcfienion,  r&«tated  ail  that  had 
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occurred  in  the  most  minute  and  circumstantial  manner,  in  a 
formal  affidavit.  "I  took  pains,"  said  Mr.  Bayard,  "to  dis- 
close the  state  of  things  (in  the  Federal  caucus)  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  might  be  known  to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Burr, 
and  to  those  gentlemen  who  were  believed  to  be  most  dis- 
posed to  change  their  votes  in  his  favor.  I  repeatedly  stated 
to  many  gentlemen  with  whom  I  was  acting,  that  it  was  a  vain 
thing  to  protract  the  election,  as  it  had  become  manifest  that 
Mr.  Burr  would  not  assist  us,  and  as  we  could  do  nothing 
without  his  aid.  I  expected,  under  those  circumstances,  if 
there  was  any  latent  engines  at  work  in  Mr.  Burr's  favor,  the 
plan  of  operations  would  be  dis(^losed  to  me ;  but,  although  I 
had  the  power,  and  threatened  to  terminate  the  election,  I  had 
not  even  an  intimation  from  any  friend  of  Mr.  Burr's  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  them  to  protract  it.  I  never  did  dis- 
cover that  Mr.  Burr  used  the  least  influence  to  promote  the 
object  we  had  in  view.  And  being  completely  persuaded  that 
Mr.  Burr  would  not  cooperate  with  us,  I  determined  to  end 
the  contest  by  voting  for  Mr.  Jeflerson.  *  *  *  I  have 
no  reason  to  believe,  and  never  did  think  that  he  interfered, 
even  to  the  point  of  personal  influence,  to  obstruct  the  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  JeflTerson  or  to  promote  his  own." 

On  another  occasion,  Mr.  Bayard  deposed  :  "  Early  in  the 
election  it  was  reported  that  Mr.  Edward  Livingston,  the 
representative  of  the  city  of  New  York,  was  the  confidentifil 
agent  for  Mr.  Burr,  and  that  Mr.  Burr  had  committed  him- 
self entirely  to  the  discretion  of  Mr.  Livingston,  having  agreed 
to  adopt  all  his  acts.  I  took  an  occasion  to  sound  Mr.  Living- 
ston on  the  subject,  and  intimated  that,  having  it  my  power 
to  terminate  the  contest,  I  should  do  so,  unless  he  could  give 
me  some  assurance  that  we  might  calculate  upon  a  change  in 
the  votes  of  some  of  the  members  of  his  paity.  Mr.  Living- 
Rton  stated  that  he  felt  no  great  concern  as  to  the  event  of  the 
election,  but  he  disclaimed  any  agency  from  Mr.  Burr,  or  any 
connection  with  him  on  the  subject,  and  any  knowledge  of 
Mr.  Burr's  designing  to  cooperate  in  support  of  his  election." 

This  volume  would  not  contain  the  printed  matter  which 
Cbeetham's  accusation  called  forth.    Mr.  Van  Ness  wrote  a 

14* 
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vigoroos,  nay  a  «ai»i^  pamphlet  in  nptf  to  ObMtlniii,  irtfah 
added  fuel  to  the  flames  of  paanoo,  bat,  fmbMj,  dbotod 
little  else.  To  argument,  to  scdemn  depOMtloD,  to  ciranmi^M 
ti»l  aflidnvit,  Cheethant^  too  eflieotnal  leat"""  '*'"  *"  VBdha 
rettvrRiion  of  the  charge.  For  awhSe^  Cdooel  Bnr  nuHf 
tained  his  usiml  nilence.  Lato  in  September,  wbm  the  naia 
contest  had  been  wt^^ng  for  MTsral  weeka,  Iw  waa  indaead 
to  write  a  brief  denial  in  a  letter  to  hia  fliend,  Oovernor 
Bloomfidd  of  New  Jeraey.  "Ton  are  at  Ubatty,"h0  arid, 
'*  to  declare  from  me  that  all  tboee  ohargea  and  inaimatiaaa 
which  aver  or  intimate  that  I  adviaed  w  eonntenmaed  IliB 
opposition  made  to  Mr.  Jefferacm  pending  the  kto  aheliiw 
and  balloting  for  Preddent ;  that  I  propoeed  or  agr«^  W  mf 
terms  with  the  Federal  party ;  that  I  awented  to  be  held  Vp 
in  opposition  to  him,  or  attempted  to  withdr»r  from  Uin  dn 
vote  or  support  of  any  man,  whether  in  or  oat  of  CongreM; 
thnt  all  suc'}i  assci'tiong  and  intimatioDS  are  &lae  and  grooKU 

Willi  regard  to  Cheetliam'a  second  coant,  namely,  that  Burr 
intrigued  for  liepuUican  votes,  a  few  words  mast  be  added. 
It  is  equally  unxupported  by  evidence.  It  is,  I  am  convinced, 
e(iually  fiilse.  General  Smith,  of  Maryland,  who  waa  Bun-*a 
proxy  in  the  House,  declared  in  the  Ecening  Poit,  while  the 
COTiti'ovcrHy  waa  in  full  tldo : 

"  Mr.  Bnrr  never  visited  mo  on  the  subject  of  the  lato  olc^ 
tion  for  President  nnd  Vioe -President  —  Mr.  Burr  never  con- 
versed with  tne  a  single  second  on  the  subject  of  that  election, 
cither  before  or  since  the  event." 

That  Burr  himsdf  was  p-issivo  —  that  he  observed  rigor 
on.sly  tlic  morality  and  the  etiquette  of  a  situation  novel  and 
beu-ildering,  is  a  fact  whiuh  became  apparent  to  me  by  read- 
ing the  writings  of  Ins  enemies,  and  will  become  apgarent  to 
any  candid  person  who  will  take  the  same  trouble.  But  it  i* 
true  that  John  Swartivout,  General  Van  Ness,  and  olhera  of 
Burr's  set,  most  ardently  desirod  the  elevation  of  their  oliief 
to  the  presidency.  It  ia  true  that  they  believed  he  onght  to 
be  elected,  rather  than  have  no  President.  Itis  true,  aa  John 
AwBrtwont,  with  his  osual  fraokneas  pablioly  avow»d,  that 
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they  thought  it  would  not  have  been  in  the  least  dishonorable, 
if  they  Aa</ promoted  and  aocnred  bis  election.  It  \9>  probably 
true,  that,  after  several  fruitless  ballotings  hud  spread  abro:id 
the  impression  that  Jefferson  could  not  be  elected,  both 
Swartwout  and  Van  Ness  wrote  letters  to  Republican  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  urging  them  to  give  up  Jefferson  and  elect 
Burr.  Of  this  they  were  so  far  from  being  ashamed,  that 
they  gave  permission  to  all  their  correspondents  to  i)ublish 
any  letters  of  theirs  on  public  subjects,  which  had  been 
written  during  the  time  it  was  alleged  the  intrigue  had 
occurred. 

Readers  who  have  reached  the  prime  of  life,  can  look  back 
to  the  time  when  John  Quincy  Adams  was  elected  President 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  through  the  casting  vote  of 
Henry  Clay,  who  was  immediately  appointed  Secretary  of 
State  by  the  new  President.  They  can  remember  how,  during 
the  next  four  years,  the  opposition  press  rang  with  the  charge 
of  "  bargain  and  corruption."  That  charge,  mean,  and  ground- 
less as  it  was,  turned  one  of  the  two  men  out  of  tlie  presi- 
dency,  and  kejyt  out  the  other,  through  twenty  years  of  such 
popularity  as  no  other  partisan  has  ever  enjoyed  with  the  en- 
lightened portion  of  the  American  peoi)le.  From  that,  we  of 
this  generation  may  form  an  idea  of  the  effect  which  Cheet- 
Iiam^fl  accusation,  taken  up  by  other  papers  and  ceaselessly  re- 
peated, had  upon  the  political  fortunes  of  Aaron  Buit.  Ho 
had  not  the  wealth  of  popularity  to  draw  upon  which  gathered 
round  Henry  Clay's  magnificent  form  and  generous,  gallant 
heart ;  and  if  Clay's  electric  name  was  not  proof  against  base 
and  baseless  scandal,  is  it  wonderful  that  the  luster  of  Burr's 
not  untarnished  fame  should  have  been  diminished  by  it  be- 
yond remedy  ? 

Bitter  and  deadly,  beyond  what  the  modem  reader  can 
imagine,  were  the  political  controversies  of  that  period.  The 
law  of  the  jnstol  was  in  full  force.  In  1801,  IlamiltoTi's  eldest 
son,  a  high-spirited  youth  of  twenty,  fell  in  a  duel  which  arose 
from  a  political  dispute  at  the  theater.  "  lie  was  murJtjred  in 
a  duel,"  said  Coleman,  of  the  Eccning  Post^  who  that  very 
month  had  threatened  Cheetham  with  a  challenge,  and  who, 
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the  next  day  spoke  of  **  tho  insolent  vnlgaritj  of  that 
wretch."* 

Tho  duel  between  John  Swartwout  and  De  Witt  dinUNii 
which  occurred  aiuid  the  heat  and  violence  of  180S,  waa  the 
most  remarkable  conflict  of  the  kind  whioh  baa  erer  ocourad, 
this  side  of  the  Emerald  Ue.  Clinton  waa  a  atrong^iaaded 
and  bitter-tongued  politioiaii.  Swartwout  waa  a  fianUiearted* 
brave  man,  devoted  to  Burr  with  a  diaintereated  enthoaiaHat 
that  stood  all  the  tests  to  whioh  friendship  can  ever  be  anb- 
jectcd.  He  saw  with  fhrious  disgnat  the  eiEorta  of  De  Witt 
Clinton's  creatures  to  blacken  Burr's  reputation,  and  bad  bim- 
self  experienced  the  effects  of  his  hostility.  CHinton  bearing 
that  Swartwout  had  accused  him  of  opposbg Barron gronnda 
personal  and  seltish,  called  him  ^' a  liar,  a  aooondrel,  and  a  v&» 
lain.*'  This  was  reported  to  Swartwout,  and  a  duel  waa  the 
result. 

What  occurred  at  the  ground  at  Weehawken,  waa  atated  in 
the  newspapers  of  tho  day  by  Colonel  Smith,  Swartwout^ 
second :  "  The  gentlemen  took  their  stations  —  were  each  pre- 
sented with  a  pistol,  and,  by  order,  faced  to  the  right^  and 
tired,  ineffectually.  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Riker,  I  asked  Mr. 
Swartwout,  'Are  you  satisfied,  sir?'  lie  answered,  'I  am  noL' 
The  j»istols  then  being  exchanged,  and  their  positions  resumed, 
by  order,  the  gentlemen  fivced  to  the  right,  and  fired  a  second 
shot,  without  effect.  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Riker,  I  agmn 
addressed  Mr.  Swartwout, 'Are  you  satisfied,  sir?*  Ue  an- 
swered strongly  in  the  negative,  we  proceeded,  and  a  third 
shot  was  exchanged,  without  injury.  At  the  recpiest  of  Mr. 
Riker,  I  again  asked  Mr.  Swartwout,  *  Are  you  satisfied,  sir?* 
lie  answered,  'I  am  not  —  neither  shall  I  be,  nntil  that  apol* 
ogy  is  made  which  I  have  demanded.  Until  then  we  must 
proceed.'     I  then  presented  a  paper  to  Mr.  Riker,  contiuning 

*  Tho  following  epigram  app'^arcd  ia  tlio  Eoenlng  Po$t^  a  little  Istor ; 

"  Lio  on  D\iane,  lio  on  for  pay, 
And  Chcethain,  lio  thou  too ; 
More  against  truth  you  can  not  say, 
Than  truth  can  say  *gainat  yoa.*' 
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the  apology  demanded,  for  Mr.  Clinton's  signature,  observing, 
that  we  could  not  spend  our  time  in  conversation ;  that  this 
paper  must  be  signed  or  proceed.  Mv.  Clinton  declared  he 
would  not  sign  any  paper  on  the  subject  —  that  he  had  no 
animosity  against  Mr.  Swart wout  —  would  willingly  shako 
hands  and  agree  to  meet  on  tlie  score  of  former  friendship. 

"  Mr.  Swartwout  insisting  on  his  signature  to  the  apology, 
and  Mr.  Clinton  declining,  they  stood  at  their  posts  and  fired 
a  fourth  shot.  Mr.  Clinton's  ball  sti-uck  Mr.  Swartwout's  left 
leg,  about  five  inches  below  the  knee  ;  —  he  stood  ready  and 
collected.  At  the  request  of  Mr.  liiker,  I  again  addressed 
Mr.  Swartwout,  '  Are  you  satisfied,  sir  ?'  lie  answered,  that 
'  It  was  useless  to  repeat  the  question  —  my  determination  is 
fixed  —  and  I  beg  we  may  proceed.'  Mr.  Clinton  repeated 
that  he  had  no  animosity  against  Mr.  Swartwout  —  was  sorry 
for  what  had  pa'«»ed  —  proposed  to  advance,  shake  hands,  and 
bury  the  circumstance  in  oblivion.  During  this  conversation, 
Mr.  Swartwout's  surgeon,  kneeling  by  his  side,  extracted  the 
ball  from  the  opposite  side  ot*  his  leg.  Mr.  Swartwout  stand- 
ing erect  on  his  post,  and  ])ositively  declining  any  thing  short 
of  an  ample  apology,  they  fired  the  iifih  shot,  and  Mr.  Swart- 
wout received  the  ball  in  the  left  leg,  about  live  inchi's  above 
the  ancle;  still,  however,  standing  steadily  at  his  j)ost,  per- 
fectly composed.  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Hiker,  I  again  ad- 
dressed Mr.  Swartwout,  'Are  you  satisfied,  sir?'  He  forcibly 
answered,  'I  am  not,  sir;  proceed.'  Mr.  Clinton  then  quit 
his  station,  declined  the  combat,  and  declared  he  would  fire 
no  more.  Mr.  Swartwout  declared  himself  surprised,  that 
Mr.  Clinton  would  neither  apologize  nor  give  him  the  satisfius 
tion  required  ;  and  addressing  me,  said,  '  What  shall  I  do,  my 
friend?'  I  answered,  ' Mr  Clinton  declines  making  the  apol- 
ogy required  —  refuses  taking  his  position  —  and  positively 
declares  he  will  fight  no  more ;  and  his  second  api»earing  to 
acquiesce  in  the  disposition  of  his  principal,  there  is  nothing 
further  left  for  you  9ioic,  but  to  have  your  wounds  <]ressed.' 
The  surgeons  attended,  dressed  Mr.  Swartwout's  wounds,  and 
the  gentlemen  in  their  respective  barges,  returned  to  the 
city." 
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An  on  <ite  of  the  day  wu,  that  Canton  wid,  dming  tb*  imjif 
rc8s  of  ilio  duel,  "  I  wish  I  hid  Hie  priaoip^hag^"  rcArrinff 
to  Colonel  Burr. 

The  next  year,  De  Witt  Clinton  wuohalleBgad  "bj  S 
''onathftD  Dayton,  of  Xew  J«rs^,  tnollMrtrfBiiiT^  b 
but  the  aSaiT  was  {leaaefidly  amnged.  Hm  ymt  taOmrimgi 
Holici-t  Su-artwoiit  foaght  with  Kohard  Biker,  a  mmIoim  Cfo- 
Ionian,  who  had  served  as  second  to  OUatoD  in  Ma  dael  with 
John  Swnrtwout.  In  this  duel,  BiVtr  was  sererolj  woonda^ 
but  he  recovcrcil  to  nt  fbr  many  yean  an  tba  RsuvidaW 
bench  in  the  city  of  New  York,  lie  Mme  yew,  Colcnm  of 
the  ^enitcff  Post,  provoked  beyond  endamee  by  n  N* 
tack  of  Bui'pasHiiig  maltgnanoy  m  the  Aw»ertca$t  CVtfiM,  ftl^ 
got  himself  so  far  as  to  ehaltenge  <%eetham.  Bat  die  vat 
ooiild  not  be  brought  to  bay.  "  Friendfl  interfered^"  a  tnHM 
was  patched  up,  and  Cheetham  agreed  to  bdiara  better  m 
futui-e. 

Out  of  this  affair,  however,  another  quarrel  grew,  which  led 
to  one  of  the  most  diabolical  duels  ever  fought.  Captain 
Tlioin|)Son,  hnrbor-master  of  Now  York,  loudly  espoused 
Cheettmm'it  cause,  and  gavo  out  that  it  was  Coieman,  not 
Cheetham,  that  had  shoived  the  white  feather.  Coleman  heard 
of  it,  and  chalknged  him.  Tlie  twilight  of  a  winter's  evening 
found  the  parties  annycd  against  each  other  in  lonely  ** Love- 
lane,"  now  called  "  Twenty -firBt-atreet,"  It  was  oold,  there 
was  snow  on  ihc  groimd,  and  it  was  nearly  dark.  A  shot  or 
two  was  cxcliaiigod  without  effect,  and  then  the  prinepals 
were  [ilaced  nearer  together,  that  they  miglit  see  one  another 
better.  At  length  "nioraiiaon  was  heaid  to  cry,  "  I've  got  it," 
and  f<.'ll  headlong  on  the  snow.  Coleman  and'  his  seoood  hui^ 
ried  away,  while  the  surgeon  raised  the  bleeding  man,  exam- 
ined his  wound,  and  saw  that  it  was  mortal.  On  learning  his 
fate,  Thompson,  at  the  surgeon's  suggestion,  promised  never 
to  divulge  the  names  of  the  parties,  and,  with  a  haroisa 
worthy  of  a  better  cause,  he  kept  his  word.  "He  was  brought, 
mortally  wounded,  to  his  sister's  house  in  town  ;  he  was  laid  at 
tiifl  door,  the  bell  nas  rung,  the  family  came  oat,  and  foond 
Un  bleeding  and  near  his  death.    He  refused  to  name  bit 
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antagonist,  or  give  any  account  of  the  affair,  declaring  that 
every  thing  which  had  been  done  was  honorably  done,  and 
desired  that  nO  attempt  should  be  raaile  to  seek  out  or  molest 
his  adversarv."* 

To  such  lengths  can  political  fury  drive  men  of  honor,  edu- 
cation and  humanity.  Let  us  hasten  past  these  deplorable 
scenes. 

Three  years  of  Colonel  Burr's  Vice-Presidency  passed  in 
these  contentions.  They  told  upon  his  popularity.  As  the 
time  for  selecting  candidates  for  the  i)residential  campaign 
drew  on,  it  became  manifest  that  he  could  not  secure  the  un- 
divided support  of  the  Republican  party  for  a  second  term. 
His  career  was  interrupted.  He  must  pause  a  while.  By 
some  other,  and  longer,  and  more  circuitous  path  he  must 
continue  his  ascent  to  that  top-most,  dazzling  height,  which 
has  lured  so  many  Americans  to  falseness  of  life  and  meanness 
of  aim.  The  course  which  he  pursued,  in  these  circumstances, 
was  precisely  what  fidelity  to  his  party  would  have  dictated. 

Toward  the  close  of  January,  1804,  he  requested  a  private 
interview  with  the  President.  On  the  designated  evening, 
tlie  two  chiefs  met,  and  had  a  long  conversation.  The  ac- 
count which  Mr.  Jefferson  left  of  this  interview  is  doubtless, 
in  the  main  particulars,  correct,  but  some  of  tiie  minor  cir- 
cumstances are  evidently  colored  by  his  natural  dislike  of  a 
man  who,  he  thought,  had  been  his  rival  without  being  his 
equal.  No  man  can  write  quite  fairly  of  one  wiiom  he  hates, 
despises,  or  fears. 

Colonel  Burr  began  the  conversation  by  sketchhig  his  politi- 
cal career  in  New  York,  dwelling  particularly  on  the  late  cru- 
sade against  him.  He  proceeded  to  say,  among  other  things, 
that  his  attachment  to  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  sincere,  and 
that  he  had  keenly  enjoyed  his  com[)any  and  conversation. 
His  feelings  had  undergone  no  change,  although  "  many  little 
stories"  liad  been  carried  to  him,  and,  he  supposed,  to  Mr. 
Jeffei*8on  also,  which  he  despised.  But  attachment  must  be 
reciprocal  or  Cfase  to  exist,  and  therefore  he  desired  to  know 
whether  any  change  had  taken  place  in  the  feelings  of  Mr. 
•  "RommiacxjDcea  of  tho  Evening  PosV    By  W.  C.  Bryant 
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Jcfi'c'i'BOD  towaril  hinuelC  "  He  reminded  ma,"  my*  Jt^nmm, 
*'  of  a  Iciter  written  to  hiia  dboat  tbe  time  of  ooaating  the 
vut<?s,  mi;nlioni[ig  tliat  his  election  hod  left  »  chasm  in  mjr  w- 
i-aii^eiDciits ;  tliiit  I  had  lost  him  from  my  lilt  in  the  admiai^ 
tration,  <^c.  He  observed,  he  believed  it  wooid  be  &r  tbe 
interest  of  the  Republican  oauM  for  lum  to  retire ;  that  -u 
tlianilvanlaireous  suliism  would  otherwise  take  plaoe ;  bat  that 
were  he  In  retire,  it  would  be  sud  he  ahmnlc  from  the  pnbUo 
sentence,  which  lie  would  never  do;  that  hu  oiemiea  ««• 
using  my  n.tmo  to  destroy  him,  and  something  was  peeoeiaiy 
from  itie  to  prevent  and  deprive  them  of  that  weapon,  mom 
mark  of  ^tvor  fiom  me  which  would  declare  to  the  world  tbat 
he  retired  with  :ny  confidence." 

The  I'reaideiit  replied  at  great  length.  Waiving  Bmrt^  » 
qiiiry  respeeting  his  personal  feelings,  he  said,  that,  aa  be  bad 
nut  iiiturfered  iit  tlie  election  of  1600,  so  he  waa  resolved  nofc 
to  itidiience  tlie  one  which  was  then  impending.  He  did  mfc 
knoM'  who  were  to  be  candidates,  nod  never  pem)itted  any 
one  to  converiie  with  him  ou  the  subject.  With  regard  to  the 
attacks  which  (he  jiieHs  hud  nindc  upon  tlie  Vice-PrcMdent, 
he  h.id  noticed  them  but  as  tlic  piussing  wind.  He  had  seen 
coiiiiiliiintH  that  Clieetlinm,  employed  In  pnbliiihing  tlie  laws, 
bIiimiIiI  be  |ieriiiitted  to  eat  tlie  publio  bread,  and  abuse  iu 
second  officer.  But  the  IiiwB  wore  publi:4hed  in  some  papera 
which  iibuseil  the  President  continually,  and,  as  ho  had  never 
thought  proper  to  interfere  for  hiniHeltj  ho  had  not  deemed  it 
his  iliity  to  do  so  in  ihe  case  of  the  Vice-President. 

"  I  now,"  continues  Mr.  JeSei-son,  "  went  on  to  explain  to 
him  verbally  what  I  nu-ant  by  saying  I  had  lost  him  from  my 
list.  That  in  General  Wnshiii;rti>a>s  time,  it  had  been  NgniGed 
to  liirii  that  Mr.  Adam^,  the  Viee-President,  would  be  glad  of 
a  forei<;n  einlisisHy  ;  that  General  Washington  meatiooed  it  to 
me,  eK]>i'esseil  his  doubts  whether  Mr.  Adams  was  a  fit  charao 
ter  for  such  an  office,  and  his  still  gre.iter  doubts,  indeed,  bin 
conviction,  that  it  would  not  bo  jiistiHablc  to  send  away  the 
person  who,  in  case  of  his  death,  was  provided  by  the  Oonati- 
tution  to  take  bis  place ;  that  it  would,  moreover,  appear 
(ndflonnt  f'>r  him  to  be  disposing  of  the  public  tmata  in  w^ 
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parently  buying  off  a  competitor  for  the  public  favor.  I  con- 
curred with  him  in  the  opinion,  and  if  I  recollect  riglitly, 
Hamilton,  Knox,  and  Randolph  were  consulted,  and  gave  the 
same  opinions.  That  when  Mr.  Adams  came  to  tlie  adminis 
tration,  in  his  first  interview  with  me,  he  mentioned  the  neces- 
sity of  a  mission  to  France,  and  how  desirable  it  would  have 
been  for  him  if  he  could  Ijave  got  me  to  undertake  it ;  but 
that  he  conceived  it  would  be  wrong  in  him  to  send  me  away, 
and  assigned  the  same  reasons  General  Washinc^ton  had  done; 
and,  therefore,  he  should  appoint  Mr.  M.ulison,  etc.  That  I 
had  myself  contemplated  his  (Colonel  Burr's)  appointment  to 
one  of  the  great  offices,  in  case  he  was  not  elected  Vice-Pres- 
ident, but  that  as  soon  as  that  election  was  known,  I  saw  that 
it  could  not  be  done,  for  the  good  reasons  which  had  led  Gen- 
eral Washington  and  Mr.  Adams  to  the  same  conclusion  ;  and, 
therefore,  in  my  first  letter  to  Colonel  Burr  after  the  issue 
was  known,  I  had  mentioned  to  him  that  a  chasm  in  my  ar- 
rangements had  been  prodticed  by  this  event.  I  was  thus  par- 
ticular in  rectifying  the  date  of  this  letter,  because  it  gave  mo 
an  opportunity  of  explaining  the  grounds  on  which  it  was 
written,  which  were,  indirectly,  an  answer  to  his  presoit  /tints. 
He  lefl  the  matter  with  me  for  consideration,  and  the  conver- 
sation was  turned  to  indifferent  subjects." 

Mr.  Jefferson  concludes  this  day's  journalizing  with  the  fol- 
lowing remarks:  "I  had  never  seen  Colonel  Burr  till  he  came 
as  a  member  of  the  Senate.  His  conduct  very  soon  inspired 
me  with  distrust.  I  habitually  cautioned  Mr.  Madison  against 
trusting  liim  too  much.  I  saw,  afterward,  that,  under  Gen- 
eral Washington's  and  Mr.  Adams's  administrations,  whenever 
a  great  military  appointment,  or  a  diplomatic  one  was  to  bo 
made,  he  camo  post  to  Philadelphia  to  show  himself,  and,  in 
fact,  that  he  was  always  at  market,  if  they  had  wanted  him. 
He  was,  indeed,  told  by  Dayton,  in  1800,  he  might  be  Secre- 
tary at  War ;  but  this  bid  was  too  late.  His  election  as  Vice- 
President  was  then  foreseen.  With  these  imi>ressions  of  Col- 
onel Burr,  there  never  had  been  an  intimacy  between  us,  and 
but  little  association.  When  I  destined  him  for  a  high  ap- 
pointment,  it  was  out  of  resp«^(*t  for  the  favor  he  had  obtained 
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with  the  Ropublioui  party,  bjrlna  « 
eucccssot  in  tho  New  York  «leolioa  in  1600." 

Mr.  JefiL'rsoii's  memory  wn  «  fittle  it  ftalt  hem  WfeO* 
the  Rci>ul>Iiuan  party  wbb  ilowly  woi^iag  lij  wny  to  ■  nii{)af^ 
ty,  and  the  effective  help  of  Colonel  Ban  wu  gSran  ftvdy  U 
ho  cauHe,  Jcfft'i-son*!  nuinner  toward  him  wm  oordiil  to'* 
omcwhat  innrkcd  degree.  In  Jme,  1797,  fiw  axiuiipla^  M 
began  a  long  and  nnsolidted  letter  to  Oolond  B«T,  wiA 
these  wordti:  "The  nowflpaperg  give  n  mmntdy  what  fa 
i>asBing  in  Congress,  that  notliing  of  detdl  oan  be  wanting  ttr 
your  infoiination.  Perhaps,  howerer,  aonifl  general  view  of 
^iir  situation  and  prospeota  nnoe  yon  left  na  nu^  not  be  amn* 
ceptable.  At  any  rate,  it  will  give  me  an  oi^iertDnity  of  n* 
calling  myself  to  your  memory,  and  of  eridenong  my  MtoaA 
for  you." 

A  few  slipa  of  this  kind  are  all  the  Federal  writers  have  %a 
fiiipport  their  charge  against  Jefierson  of  innnoerity.  On* 
ne<!<ls  liltio  observation  of  life,  and  less  charity,  to  give  them 
a  very  ditferent  interpretation.  And,  after  all,  the  disorep- 
aney  h  not  groat.  In  1T97,  he  had  an  etteem  for  Colonel 
Uui  I' ;  in  1 804,  ho  says  ho  had  never  liked  him,  and  bod  cau- 
tioned Madison  against  trusting  htm  too  Jar.  Liking  and  cs- 
loeiuiiig  are  scntiinerits  so  different  that  dther  may  exist  in 
a  high  degree  ivitliont  tho  other.  In  1804,  it  is  plain,  Je& 
tbi-son's  dislike  of  Burr  was  extreme,  perhaps  morbid,  and  De 
Witt  Clinton  himself  was  not  more  averse  to  his  further  p(^ 
litiual  advancement,  Jefferson  admits.  In  one  of  his  later  let- 
ters, that  upon  learning  Bun's  designs,  after  their  internew, 
it  was  ho  who  caused  intbrniation  of  the  same  to  be  aent  to  the 
Clintons  in  Now  York. 

Reiiulsed  hy  tlie  chief,  hated  by  the  Repabliuan  leaden  in 
his  own  State,  distrusted  by  large  numbers  of  the  party,  C«^ 
onel  Bun*  niid  his  friends  resolved  upon  an  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple. In  t'ehriiary  the  plan  was  matnred,  and  Burr  was  an- 
noniiced  as  un  indcpondent  candidate  for  the  governorship  of 
Kew  York.  A  small  caucus  of  inemhcrs  of  the  Icgislatare  fbi^ 
mally  nominated  bim  on  the  leth  of  February,  and  on  aube^ 
k^Mdt  daya  the  nomination  was  ratified  by  pnblio  meetinns  ia 
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Albany  and  New  York.  "  Say  to  your  husband,"  wrote  Burr 
to  his  daughter,  on  the  16th,  "  that  the  Clintons,  Livingstons, 
etc.,  had  not,  at  the  last  advice  from  Albany,  decided  on  their 
candidate  for  governor.  Hamilton  is  intriguing  for  any  can- 
didate who  can  have  a  chance  of  success  against  A.  B.  He 
would,  doubtless,  become  the  advocate  of  even  De  Witt  Clin- 
ton, if  he  should  be  the  opponent." 

This  was  true.  Hamilton  saw  the  xdterior  advantages  which 
the  election  of  Burr  as  governor  would  give  him,  and  he  o|)- 
posed  it  iu  all  ways,  and  with  the  whole  weight  of  hLs  influ- 
ence. The  Federal  party,  reduced  now  to  a  faction,  had  no 
serious  thoughts  of  even  nominating  a  candidate,  and  Hamil- 
ton's efforts  were  concentrated  on  the  single  olrject  of  defeat- 
ing Burr.  Governor  Clinton  declined  a  reelection.  Lansing, 
a  politician  of  long  experience  and  high  respectability,  was  the 
candidate  first  named  by  the  Republicans,  and  Hamilton  was 
strenuous,  in  caucus  and  out  of  caucus,  in  urging  the  Federal- 
ists to  vote  for  him.  A  short  article  of  Hamilton's  on  this 
point,  which  has  been  thought  worthy  of  republication  in 
his  works,  gives  eight  reasons  "  why  it  is  desirable  that  Mr. 
Lansing,  rather  than  Colonel  Burr,  should  succeed."  To  com- 
plete  the  evidence  in  the  great  case  of  Hamilton  against  Burr, 
this  catalogue  of  "  Reasons"  is  here  inserted : 

"  1.  Colonel  Burr  has  steadily  i>ursued  the  track  of  demo- 
cratic politics.  This  he  had  done  either  from  principle  or  from 
calculatiofu  If  the  former,  he  is  not  likely  now  to  change  his 
plan,  when  the  Federalists  are  prostrate,  and  their  enemies 
predominant.  If  the  latter,  he  will  certainly  not  at  this  time 
relinquish  the  ladder  of  his  ambition,  and  espouse  the  cause  or 
views  of  the  weaker  party. 

"2.  Though  detested  by  some  of  the  leading  Clintonians,  he 
is  certainly  not  pei*sonally  disagreeable  to  the  great  body  of 
them,  and  it  will  be  no  dillicult  task  for  a  man  of  talents,  in- 
trigue, and  address,  possessing  the  chair  of  government,  to 
rally  the  great  Iwdy  of  them  under  his  standard,  and  thereby 
to  consolidate  for  personal  purposes  the  mass  of  the  Clintoni- 
ans, his  own  adherents  among  the  Democrats,  and  such  Fed- 
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eralUts,  as,  from  peraooal  good>irill  or  intemted  motin^  n^ 
give  liim  support. 

"  3,  Tlic  clft'ct  of  hu  elevktion  will  be  to  repnite,  nnder  » 
moru  adi-oit,  able,  and  daring  ohief,  the  now  aoUtered  fia^ 
nionis  of  ihc  dciiuooratic  psrt^,  Uld  to  reinforofi  it  Itjr*  iUoag 
tlvtneluncnt  from  the  Federafiata,  For  though  virtnow  Fe(t 
entlists  who,  from  miscalonJation,  iBMf  lapport  bim,  woold 
altci'ward  relinquish  his  standard,  a  large  n 
motives,  would  continae  attached  to  it, 

"4.  AfiirtlierofTec-tof  hi8elGvation,bf  aidoftbe  B 
will  be  to  piTRcnt  to  the  conGdenoe  <^  New  England  a  mm 
already  the  mnn  of  the  democratio  loaders  of  that  oonntij, 
aiid  toward  wliom  the  maas  of  the  people  liare  no  weak  |ir» 
dilection,  ns  their  countryman,  aa  the  grandaon  of  Fi  aaiiTml 
Edwards,  and  the  son  of  President  Burr.  In  vain  will  eertaia 
men  r(«iMt  thiit  predilection,  when  it  can  be  said  that  he  waa 
ehoNon  Governor  of  thin  State,  in  which  he  waa  beat  koown, 
jii'iliuipnily,  or  in  a  great  degree,  by  the  aid  of  the  Federal- 
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"  5.  Tliis  will  give  bim  fair  play  to  disorganize  Kew  England, 
if  so  disp<>He<l ;  a  thiiij;  not  very  diDicult,  when  the  strength 
of  the  democratic  party  in  each  of  the  Xew  England  State*  is 
cdiisidurt'd,  Hiul  the  iiatui'al  tendency  of  our  eivil  iuatitutioni 
is  duly  weighed. 

"G.  Tlio  ill-opinion  of  Jefieraon,  and  the  jealousy  of  theam- 
biliiin  of  Viriimia,  is  no  ineousiderablcpropof  good  principles 
in  that  country.  But  tltese  causes  arc  leading  to  an  opiniun, 
that  a  <lismeinl>erincnt  of  the  Utiioii  is  expedient.  It  would 
probably  suit  Mr.  Burr's  views  to  promote  this  rcault,  to  Im 
the  chief  of  the  northern  portion  ;  and  placed  at  the  head  of 
tlie  Slate  of  New  Yorlc,  no  man  would  be  more  likely  to  soe- 
ceed. 

"7.  Iflie  be  truly,  as  the  Federalists  have  believed,  s  man  of 
irregular  and  insatiable  ambition,  if  his  plan  baa  been  to  rise 
to  power  on  the  Indder  of  Jacobinic  principles,  it  ii  natnnl  to 
conclude  that  ho  will  endeavor  to  fix  himself  in  ]iower  by  the 
aame  instrument ;  that  lie  will  not  lean  on  a  fallen  and  fitllin^ 
party,  gDnerolly  speaking,  not  of  a  character  to  &vor  nauipfr 
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tion  and  the  ascendency  of  a  despotic  chief.  Every  day  shows, 
more  and  more,  the  much  to  be  regretted  tendency  of  gov- 
emmenta  entirely  popular,  to  dissolution  and  disorder.  Is  it 
rational  to  expect  that  a  man,  who  had  the  sagacity  to  foresee 
this  tendency,  and  whose  temper  would  permit  him  to  bottom 
his  agg]*andizement  on  popular  prejudice  and  vices,  would  de- 
sert the  system  at  the  time  when,  more  than  ever,  tlie  state 
of  things  invites  him  to  adhere  to  it  ? 

*'  8.  If  Lansing  is  governor,  his  [)orsonal  character  affords 
some  security  against  pernicious  extremes,  and  at  the  same 
time  renders  it  morally  certain  that  the  democratic  party, 
already  much  divided  and  weakened,  will  molder  and  break 
asunder  more  and  more.  This  is  certainly  a  state  of  things 
favorable  to  the  future  ascendency  of  the  wise  and  giiod. 
May  it  not  lead  to  a  recasting  of  j)arties,  by  which  the  P\^d- 
eralists  will  gain  a  great  accession  of  force  from  former  o})po- 
nents  ?  At  any  rate,  is  it  not  wiser  in  them  to  promote  a 
course  of  things  by  which  schism  among  the  Democrats  will 
be  fostered  and  increased,  than,  on  a  fair  calculation,  to  give 
them  a  chief*  better  able  than  any  they  have  yet  had,  to  unite 
and  direct  them ;  and  in  a  situation  to  infuse  rottenness  in  the 
only  part  of  our  country  which  still  remains  sound,  the  Federal 
States  of  New  Enjrland  ?" 

This  article  was  written  too  soon  ;  for,  in  a  few  days,  Mr. 
Lansing,  much  to  Hamilton's  regret,  declined,  and  Chief  Just- 
ice Lewis  was  nominated  in  his  stead.  Lewis  was  a  more 
decided  partisan,  and  a  less  acceptable  man  than  Lansing,  and 
his  nomination  was  sup(K)sed  to  be  favorable  to  the  prospects 
of  Colonel  Burr.  "  From  the  moment  Clinton  declined," 
wrote  Hamilton  to  Rufus  King,  "  I  began  to  consider  Burr 
as  having  a  chance  of  success.  It  was  still,  however,  my  reli- 
ance that  Lansing  would  outrun  him ;  but  now  that  Chief 
Justice  Lewis  is  his  competitor,  the  probability,  in  my  judg- 
ment, inclines  to  Burr."  To  defeat  him,  Hamilton's  first 
scheme  was  to  run  Rufus  King  as  the  regular  candidate  of 
the  Federal  party.  That  abandoned,  he  confined  his  exertions 
to  keeping  as  many  Federal  voters  as  possible  from  supporting 
the  detested  candidate. 
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I  need  not  dtrell  on  the'eoiteH,  tbe  nsnlt  of  wUdl  k  fl^jr 
too  well  known.  Uke  nine  out  ottea  of  oar  Stata,  104  savMi 
out  of  ten  of  our  nodonal  aleotions,  H  waa  a  ooaiaat  wkhort 
an  idea;  a  pieposteroDflitmg^e  to  pBtanother  manmaplfeea 
alrcitdy  wdl-filled. 

The  AddrL'Hs  put  forth  hj  the  BanitM  dwdt  npoB  tiMb 
candidate's  being  a  tingle  man,  with  no  train  of  Stntily  oon 
nections  to  quarter  upon  the  poUio  treaanry ;  npoa  Ma^  lal 
ents  and  rovolutioiiary  serviuea;  upon  the  atand  he  had  made 
against  tbe  Uritixh  trentj ;  upon  the  reeani  endearon,  on  Iha 
pait  of  wealthy  factions,  to  destroy,  by  tmpreeedanled  ealaK 
niea,  the  cotilide:ice  of  the  people  in  theVio^neddaiiPalaAa^ 
rity ;  upon  bin  liberal  patronage  of  acienoe  and  the  turn  artli 
upon  the i-cucnt  sate  of  part  of  hia  eatata,  and  Ihepajtiaiit of 
hiii  debts ;  upon  Ids  known  ^nerontj  and  dirinfeeraaledDeit; 
and,  tinally,  upon  Uie  character  of  bia  great  aneeatoia,  Pre^ 
dent  BuiT  and  President  Edwards,  the  beat  tnita  Of  botii  «f 
w))om,  Raid  the  Address,  were  blended  in  the  character  of 
Colonel  Burr. 

It  was  an  animated  and  very  acrimonions  contest.  Ban^ 
fi'iends,  it  is  true,  conducted  their  canvass  with  dcuomtn,  and 
never  once  osiaileil  the  private  character  of  the  opposing  eaa- 
di<late.  But  Chcctbain  teemed  with  lies.  For  two  months, 
his  ])aper  was  cliiefly  devoted  to  maligning  and  burlesqoeirig 
the  cbarncter  of  Burr  and  his  adherents.  Jufferson  gave  the 
wui^rhi  of  his  great  name  to  the  Clliitouian  candidate.  A  god- 
vei'sation  in  wluch  tbe  Prewdent  was  represented  as  declaring 
that  the  *'  JLittle  Bamf  (Cheetham's  nickname  fur  Burr's  art) 
w.in  »ot  the  real  democracy,  was  printed  in  capitals  in  Um 
Anterican  Citizen,  and  kept  standing  during  the  three  day* 
of  tlie  eleclion."  Not  content  with  what  hia  paper  oonid 
elftict,  Cheetham,  on  the  second  day  of  the  election,  printed  a  - 
handbill,  scttin;;  forth  that  Burr  was  a  remorseless  and  wlxde- 
sale   seducer;   that  the   brothels  of  New  York  wore  filled 

*  0[»  of  diMtham's  rnulcfi  wa<i,  tliat  cm  Ihe  niglit  befbre  tb«  electigo,  ttl 
TicG-Presideot,  Uirough  Ak'xis,  liis  Binvc,  hod  given  a  ball  to  the  cotond 
voters  at  Rtchmond  IIUI,  odcI  thni  lie  h:iil  himself  led  out  to  tba  iaaea  m 
bosoa  wenidi.    'Hiis  Itorr  wm  given  lu  a  boUad  in  tlis  Amtriea»  tVimtL 
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with  bis  victims ;  and  that  the  father  of  one  of  them  was  at 
that  moment  in  the  city  burning  to  wreak  a  deadly  vengeance 
upon  the  seducer's  bead.  This  handl^ill  Cheetbam  distributed 
with  his  own  hands  at  the  polls. 

But  the   "  Little   Band"  were  confident   of  success,  and 
worked  for  it  as  men  seldom  work  for  the  advantage  of  an 
other. 

Burr  himself  was,  as  usual,  imperturbable.  March  28th  he 
wrote  to  Theodosia :  "  They  are  very  busy  here  about  an 
election  between  Morgan  Lewis  and  A.  Burr,  the  former 
supported  by  the  Livingstons  and  Clintons, *the  latter  /w  se. 
I  would  send  you  some  new  and  amusing  libels  against  the 
Vice-President,  but,  as  you  did  not  send  the  speech,"  etc. 
April  25th,  which  was  the  second  day  of  the  election :  "  I 
write  in  a  storm  ;  an  election  storm,  of  the  like  you  have  once 
been  a  witness.  The  thing  began  yesterday  and  will  termi- 
nate to-morrow.  My  head-quarters  are  in  John-street,  and  I 
have,  since  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  been  already  three 
times  interrupted.  ♦  *  *  Both  parties  claim  majorities, 
and  there  never  was,  in  my  opinion,  an  election,  of  the  result 
of  which  so  little  judgment  could  be  formed.  A.  B^  will  have 
a  small  majority  in  the  city  if  to-morrow  s/iould  be  a  fair  day ^ 
and  not  else."  The  morrow  was  a  fair  day.  A.  B.  did  have 
a  small  majority  (about  one  hundred)  in  the  city.  For  a  few 
hours,  the  Burrites  exulted ;  but  returns  from  the  country  soon 
changed  their  note.  Five  days  after,  among  the  gossipy  para- 
graphs of  an  unusually  gossipy  letter  from  Burr  to  his  daughter, 
occurred  this  single  line  about  the  election  :  "  The  election  is 
lost  by  a  great  majority  ;  so  much  the  better,^'*  Lewis  had,  in 
fact,  received  35,000  votes ;  Burr,  28,000 ;  majority  for  Lewis, 
7,000. 

He  was  beaten,  bnt,  by  no  means,  destroyed,  as  is  usually 
represented.  A  large  number  of  his  original  supporters  had 
abandoned  him ;  but,  besides  his  own  peculiar  adherents,  he 
was  now  strong  in  the  confidence  of  the  more  moderate  Fed- 
eralists, and  nothing  biit  ITamil ton's  vehement  opposition  had 
prevented  that  party's  voting  for  him  en  masse.  lie  had,  also, 
this  advantage  —  the  libels  which  had  destroyed  his  standing, 
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for  the  time,  with  hia  own  puty,  wen  not  oidf  ftli^  iMt  «m 
X^noiojito  be  false  by  tiie  leaden  of  both  Md«L  -  lltt  tratt  Mi| 
liticly  to  bi-comc  manifMt,  and  a  reaotion  to  nC  in,  wUrfl 
niiglit  bvai'  liim  in  triumph  over  all  oppoahioa  to  men  (Imb 
hi8  funner  elevation.  Tho  qtectacle  of  a  mm  whs  awtm  hit 
furtunc  to  liia  own  ezertiom,  contending  ainglj  agaiiwt  a» 
eiciit  wealtli  and  powerful  fiunilies,  u  one  which  appeab  te 
tlie  Hvntpatliies  and  to  the  imagination  of  Anglo-Saw—.  With 
tact  siicli  as  Iiix,  with  friends  §o  devoted,  with  partiMBS  m 
warm,  with  enviuiea  so  foebly  united  that  thejr  oidy  awadtaA 
his  dowiit'nil  to  war  with  one  another,  who  oould  tay  whak  hti 
miglit  not  eflect  before  another  prendential  daetioo  ttmm 

I'Oltlld  P 

It  is  a  mistake,  too,  to  anppon  that  the  reaalt  of  this  dee- 
tion  reiiiler(.>d  Colonel  Biirr  morose  and  gloomy.  Colonel  Butt, 
in  all  liis  loDf;  lilu,  never  knew  a  gloomy  day  nor  a  moroM 
hold'.  OiiL-  wlio  appliea  such  epithett  to  him  shows  by  that 
fact  nloni-,  tliat  liu  is  ignoi-nnt  of  the  man's  cliaracter.  His 
Mpinta  rodu  as  biioyaiitly  ami  as  unfi'ly  over  all  disaj<ters  as  a 
coik  ovi'i-  the  vaiaract  of  Xi:i!tara,  Tlicie  was  not  in  him  the 
KtuiT  (Hit  of  wliioh  j,'K>i>iii  is  made.  lie  was  of  Diima«iia 
quality ;  his  (.'lastiuily  was  inexhaustible.  Choctham  was  not 
veiy  wi-ong,  puihapH,  wht^n  ho  Kiid  that  Btirr  was  elated  by 
the  result  of  tlie  election ;  n^  it  nliowed  him  his  strength  as 
an  inik'iii'tiUuiit  ciunlidate,  and  gave  him  new  hopes  of  bdng 
able  to  t<>rm  a  ;;reat  democratic,  anti- Virginia  jtarty. 

Would  that  lie  could  have  panseil  here,  an<l  buried  lo 
oblivion  jiolltiual  nsjiiraiions  and  aniniomties.  A  bright  career 
was  still  before  him  in  the  law.  Hamilton  had  won  great 
glory  this  very  »<piing,  by  defending  at  Albany,  before  the  So- 
prcino  Court,  with  unjiaiiilieled  eloquence,  an  editor  who  Itad 
been  indicted  for  a  libel  on  the  President.  His  grand  object 
was,  by  aiiniliilating  the  maxim,  "  The  greater  the  truth,  the 
greater  the  libel,"  to  entabliih  on  new  and  broad  foundatioos 
the  liberty  of  the  press.  "Atler  all,  eamothe  powerful  Elamit 
ton,"  wrote  a  oorrespomlcnt  of  the  E'vning  Pott.  "  No  lan- 
guage can  convey  an  adequate  i<lea  of  the  astonishing  powera 
•nDoed  by  him.    The  audience  was  numerous,  and  thoagh 
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composed  of  those  not  used  to  the  melting  mood,  the  effect 
mx)duced  on  them  was  electric.  *  *  *  As  a  correct  argu 
ment  for  a  lawyer,  it  was  very  imposing,  as  a  profound  com 
nientary  upon  the  science  and  practice  of  government,  it  has 
never  been  surpassed."  Here  was  glory ;  here  was  triumph. 
Burr's  eminence  at  the  bar  was  such  that,  on  all  cases  of  com- 
manding interest,  he  was  the  man  likely  to  be  selected  to  op- 
pose Hamilton  or  to  aid  him. 

For  any  thing  that  is  now  knoum,  Burr  may  have  meant  to 
confine  himself  to  the  peaceful  triumphs  of  the  bar.  B"t, 
alas !  the  curse  of  having  made  a  false  step  in  life  is,  that  it 
necessitates  worse  1 

15 
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SnuiDO  —  Tui  UoKcriuaT  ni 

As  hab!t  is  second  nKtnro,  dnaling  mut  formerl/  Iwn 
seemed  a  very  nataral  mode  of  settling  penoul  d* 
few  public  meo  pasned  through  life  without  b^g  e 
in,  at  least,  one  "  affair  of  honor."  Oatea,  De  Witt  Clinton, 
Randolpli,  Benton,  Clay,  Jackson,  Decatur,  Arnold,  Walpole, 
Ktt,  Wellington,  Canning,  Peel,  Giatian,  Fox,  Sberidan,  Jefi 
ftey,  Wilkes,  D'lsinfli,  Lamarline,  Thiers,  and  scores  of  leM 
famous  names,  are  found  in  Mr,  Sabine's*  list  of  duelists. 

In  all  tlint  cni-ioiis  catalogue,  there  is  not  tbe  name  of  one 
politician  who  received  provocation  so  oflen-repeated,  so  irri- 
tating, and  so  injurious,  as  that  which  Aaron  Burr  had  re- 
ceived from  Alexiinder  Hamilton. 

Burr  was  not  a  man  to  resent  promptly  a  personal  injnrj, 
even  when  what  be  called  bis  "  honor"  impelled  him  to  do  bA 
The  infidelity  of  a  comrade  cut  him  to  tbe  heart;  to  b« 
doubted  by  a  friend,  wan,  as  he  once  said,  "  to  have  the  very 
sanctuary  of  happiness  invaded  ;"  the  disapproval  of  hia  own 
set  he  would  have  felt  acutely.  Bnt,  to  the  ontcry  of  tbe 
outer  world  be  was  comparatively  indifferent,  and  the  injit 
rions  attempts  of  enemies  he  usually  disregarded.  Awtib 
Burr,  whatever  faults  be  may  have  bad  —  and  ho  hmd  gnerom 
and  radical  faults —  was  not  a  revengeful  man  ;  there  baa  ael* 
dom  lived  one  who  was  less  so.  He  bad  to  be  mnoh  peranBdad 
*  **  NotM  on  Doeto  sod  Duallng*"    Bj  Lonnto  Babia*. 
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before  he  would  sue  Cheetharn  for  libel,  and  the  suit  was  lan- 
guidly prosecuted.  Cheetharn  himself,  in  January  of  this 
very  year,  1801,  had  taunted  him  for  allowing  Hamilton  to 
speak  and  write  of  him  as  it  was  then  notorious  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  doing.  "  Is  the  Vice-President  sunk  so  low,"  said 
this  wretched  calumniator,  "  as  to  submit  to  be  insulted  by 
General  Hamilton  ?" 

At  every  step  of  Burr's  political  career,  without  a  single 
exception,  Hamilton,  by  open  efforts,  by  secret  intrigue,  or 
by  both,  had  utterly  opposed  and  forbidden  his  advancement. 
Ue  had  injured  him  in  the  estimation  of  General  Washington. 
He  had  prevented  Mr.  Adams  from  giving  him  a  military  ap- 
pointment. His  letters,  for  years,  had  abounded  in  denun- 
ciations of  him,  as  severe  and  unqualified  as  the  language  of 
a  powerful  declaimer  could  convey.  From.  Burr's  own  table, 
he  had  carried  away  the  unguarded  sallies  of  the  host  for  use 
against  the  political  opponent.  The  most  offensive  epithets 
and  phrases  he  had  so  habitually  applied  to  Burr,  that  they 
had  become  familiar  in  the  mouths  of  all  the  leading  Federal- 
ists ;  who,  as  tlie  reader  may  have  observed,  denounced  Colo- 
nel Burr  in  Hamilton's  own  words.  And,  finally,  he  had  just 
succeeded  in  frustrating  Burr's  keen  desire  for  vindication  at 
the  people's  hands ;  and,  in  doing  so,  had  made  it  only  too 
evident  to  all  the  influential  politicians,  that  for  the  success  of 
any  plans  of  political  advancement  which  Burr  might  in  fu- 
ture form,  it  was,  above  all  things  else,  essential  that  Hamil- 
ton's injurious  tongue  should  be  either  silenced  or  bridled. 

The  two  men  had  already  been  near  collision.  I  think  it 
was  in  1802  that  Colonel  Burr,  having  obtained  some  imper- 
fect knowledge  of  Hamilton's  usual  mode  of  characterizing 
him,  hud  had  a  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject.  Ham- 
ilton (so  said  Burr  in  later  yeai*s),  had  explained,  apologized, 
satisfied  Burr,  and  lefl  upon  his  mind  the  impressiqii,  never 
effaced,  that  thenceforth  Hamilton  was  pledged  to  refrain  from 
speaking  of  him  as  he  had  been  accustomed  to  do.  They 
parted  with  cordiality,  and  had  ever  since  been,  aj)parently, 
rery  good  friends.  Burr  considered  then,  and  always,  that 
he  had  made  prodigious  sacrifices,  as  a  man  of  honor  and  a 
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gcntlcmftii,  fur  the  sake  of  aToidfaig  ft  iMMtOa  mnirfiig  thrt 
could  not  but  irijnre  both  u  oandidfttM  fi>r  tbe  poUio  ooofr 
dfncc.  Fii>m  the  hour  Burr  learned  thmt  BftmilUm  Mill  OMd 
his  fiii-iner  freedom,  he  oeuad  to  re^Mot  him;  be  held  him  n 
iM>iitvtni>t,  »s  n  man  inaenrible  to  conndontions  of  honor  aitd 
^od  faith.  Burr's  neir  Federal  frienda,  raegkdM  from  the 
Ilniniltoninn  pnity,  had  given  him  new  iofonnitioii  respeoliiig 
the  Btirriphobia  under  which  thdr  fbmMr  letder  labored 
and  tliu  latigunge  in  which  it  waa  MOuHomed  to  fiad  vent. 

Considei'  tlic  force  of  another  (uroumatuoe  upon  a  nial 
like  UiiiT's,  whose  religion  was,  fidelitj  to  eooiradec  Mm 
who  jti'oudly  looked  up  to  him  aa  more  than  their  |inli>inJ 
chief — an  the  preeminent  gentleman,  and  modal  dibd  of  tkt 
wurlil,  of  that  age  —  had  fought  in  bi«  qoarrel,  and  fiMigbt  wiA 
a  reckless  courage  which  he  had  Ant  ins]ured,  and  then  on^ 
mnnded.  If  the  occasion  should  arise,  could  chief  detdtoa  tba 
encounter  will)  chief^  after  the  subalterns  had  so  gallantly ooth 
tended  ?  And  thix  uouHideration  had  equal  weight  with  Ham- 
ilton. Beside  having  sanctioned  the  pnictice  of  dueling,  by 
serving  as  second  to  Colonel  Laurens  iu  his  duel  with  General 
I^e,  hiM  own  son  had  fallen,  three  years  ago,  in  what  the  Ian- 
guuge  of  that  d.iy  called  the  vindication  of  his  father's  honor, 
III  mIioiI,  tieuer,  since  the  duello  was  invented,  were  two  men, 
if  the  requiitilc  technical  provocation  should  arise,  so  peculiitriy 
and  iiTc-sistilily  bound  to  tight,  as  were  Aaron  Burr  and  Alex- 
iitulcr  Uaniilton  in  tlio  summer  of  1 804. 

During  the  Inte  election  for  governor,  a  letter  fh>m  Dr. 
Clini'tes  I).  Cooper  to  a  friend,  found  it*  way  Into  the  papen^ 
which  contaiued  two  sentences  relating  to  Colouul  Burr.  Om 
iriM  this : 

"  General  Hamilton  and  Judge  Kent  have  declared,  in  mb 
stiiiice,  t^hat  they  looked  upon  Mr.  Burr  to  be  a  daagvrow 
luaii,  and  one  who  ought  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  reina  of 
giiverumcnt.'* 

This  was  the  otlier :  "  I  could  detail  to  yon  a  still  more  dfl» 
pioablfl  o|HDion  which  General  Hamilton  lus  exprvond  of  Mi. 
Barr." 
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Six  weeks  after  the  election,  the  paper  containing  this  letter 
was  put  into  Colonel  Burr's  hands,  and  his  attention  called  to 
the  allusions  to  himself. 

In  the  afternoon  of  June  17th,  Mr.  William  P.  Van  Ness, 
me  of  Burr's  staunchest  friends,  the  Aristkles  of  the  pamphlet 
^ar  of  1802,  received  a  note  from  Colonel  Burr,  requesting 
liim  to  call  at  Richmond  Hill  on  the  following  morning.  lie 
went.  At  the  request  of  Burr,  he  conveyed  Dr.  Cooper's  let- 
ter to  General  Hamilton,  with  the  most  offensive  passage 
marked,  and  a  note  from  Colonel  Burr,  which,  as  briefly  as 
possible,  called  attention  to  the  passage,  and  concluded  with 
the  following  words :  "  You  must  perceive,  sir,  the  necessity 
of  a  prompt  and  unqualiiied  acknowledgment  or  denial  of  the 
use  of  any  expressions  which  would  warrant  the  tissertions  of 
Mr.  Cooper."  • 

Hamilton  was  taken  by  surprise.  He  had  not,  before  that 
moment,  seen  Cooper's  letter.  Having  read  it,  and  the  note 
of  Colonel  Burr,  he  said  that  they  required  ccmsideration,  and 
he  would  send  an  answer  to  Mr.  Van  Ness's  oftiee  (Van  Ness 
was  a  lawyer)  in  the  course  of  the  day.  Late  that  evening  he 
called  at  Mr.  Van  Ness's  residence,  and  told  him  that  a  ])ress 
of  business  had  prevented  his  j)rej)aring  a  reply,  and  would 
prevent  him  for  two  days  to  come ;  but  on  the  20th  ho 
would  give  him  a  communication  for  Colonel  Burr. 

In  that  commimication,  which  was  very  long,  ILunilton  de- 
clined making  the  acknowledgment  or  denial  that  Burr  had 
demanded.  Between  gentlemen,  he  said,  despicable  and  more 
despicable  was  not  worth  the  pains  of  distinction.  He  could 
not  consent  to  be  interrogated  as  to  the  justice  of  the  in- 
ferencen  wliich  others  might  have  drawn  from  what  he  had 
»dd  of  an  opponent  during  fifteen  years'  com|)etitioi».  But 
he  stood  ready  to  avow  or  disavow  explicitly  any  dfjiniti 
opinion  which  he  might  be  charged  with  having  expressed  re 
specting  any  gentleman.  He  trusted  that  Ct>loneI  Burr,  !![)on 
further  reflection,  would  see  the  matter  in  the  same  light.  If 
not^  he  could  only  regret  the  fact,  and  abide  the  conse 
qiiences. 

This  letter  was  oil  upon  the  flames  of  Burr's  indignation 
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His  f<^1r  was  prompt  md  detddefl.    HnidltaB^  lattan  «n 

generally  be  condeand  one  h^  without  the  Ion  of  mi  idw, 
Biiii'ii  coinpnct  directness  defies  sbbrenadon ; 

"  Ytiiir  letter  of  the  20th  iiut^"  wrote  he,  *<hM  bsen  tkii 
day  i-eecivcd.  Having  oonstdered  it  ftttendrdj,  I  r^jtet  to 
find  in  it  notliin^  of  that  riaoeritjr  and  ddioMf  wbMi  yoa  pn^ 
totta  to  value.  Politiost  oppoadon  om  nenr  ibwive  gcntle- 
tncn  from  the  necessity  of  a  rigid  adheieDoe  to  the  hw*  sf 
honor  timl  the  rnh'S  of  deoomm.  I  nmtber  ahha  meh  prtTV 
logo  nor  indulge  it  lu  others.  The  oommon  aenae  of  nuuikind 
affixes  to  the  epithet  adopted  by  Dr.  Cooper  the  idea  of  dia- 
honor.  It  has  been  publidy  iq>plied  to  me  mder  tho  aanetira 
of  your  name.  The  question  is  not,  whether  he  baa  aodaib 
stood  the  meaning  of  the  word,  or  haa  vaad  it  aeoording  to 
syntax,  and  with  grammatiDal  aooaraoy;  baV  wlwther  yoa 
have  auiliorizcil  this  application,  either  directly  or  by  nttariBg 
expressions  or  ogiinions  derogatory  to  my  honor.  The  tine 
'  when'  is  in  yonr  own  knowledge,  but  no  way  material  to  me, 
as  the  <iahimny  has  now  lirst  heen  disclosed,  so  as  to  become 
the  Huhjfot  of  my  notice,  and  as  the  effect  is  present  and  pal> 
pabk>.  Yuiir  letter  lias  furnished  me  with  new  reasons  for  n>- 
quiring  a  definite  rojity." 

Hamilton  seems  to  have  read  his  doom  in  that  letter.  He 
said  to  Mr.  Van  Nes*,  who  biought  it,  tliat  it  was  snch  a  letter 
as  he  had  hoped  not  to  receive  ;  it  contained  several  offensive 
exprcFisions  ;  and  iiocmed  to  close  the  door  to  reply.  He  had 
hoped  tliat  Mr.  Burr  would  have  desired  him  to  state  what 
had  fallen  from  him  that  might  have  given  rise  to  the  inter 
enco  of  Dr.  Cooper,  He  would  have  done  that  frankly,  and 
he  bi'lieved  it  would  not  have  been  found  to  exceed  justifinUe 
limits.  And  even  then,  if  Mr.  Burr  was  disposed  to  giro 
another  turn  to  the  discus.'uon,  he  was  willing  to  consider  his 
last  letter  undelivered.  But  if  that  were  not  withdrawn,  he 
could  make  no  rcjily. 

Mr.  Van  Ness  detailed  these  ideas  to  Colonel  Burr,  and 
received  from  hiiu  a  paper  of  inidructions  to  guide  him  in 
replying,  verbally,  to  General  Hamilton.  Tliia  paper  ex- 
preaaea  with  force  and  exactness  the  view  of  tliis  aflUr  (bM 
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taken,  and  always  adhered  to,  by  Colonel  Barr.  It  read  as 
follows : 

"  A.  Burr,  far  from  conceiving  that  rival  ship  aathorizes  a 
latitude  not  otherwise  justifiable,  always  feels  greater  delicacy 
iu  such  cases,  and  would  think  it  meanness  to  speak  of  a  rival 
bat  in  terms  of  respect;  to  do  justice  to  his  merits;  to  be 
silent  of  his  foibles.  Such  has  invariably  been  his  conduct 
toward  Jay,  Adams,  and  Hamilton  ;  the  only  three  who  can 
be  supposed  to  have  stood  in  that  relation  to  him. 

"  That  he  has  too  much  reason  to  believe  that,  in  regard  to 
Mr.  Hamilton,  there  has  been  no  reciprocity.  For  several 
years  his  name  has  been  lent  to  the  support  of  base  slanders. 
He  has  never  had  the  generosity,  the  magnanimity,  or  the 
candor  to  contradict  or  disavow.  Burr  forbears  to  particular- 
ize, as  it  could  only  tend  to  produce  new  irritations ;  but, 
having  made  great  sacrifices  for  the  sake  of  harmony  ;  having 
exercised  forbearance  until  it  approached  to  humiliation,  he 
has  seen  no  effect  produced  by  such  conduct  but  a  repetition 
of  injury.  He  is  obliged  to  conclude  that  there  is,  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  a  settled  and  implacable  malevolence ; 
that  he  will  never  cease,  in  his  conduct  toward  Mr.  Burr,  to 
violate  those  courtesies  of  life ;  and  that,  hence,  he  has  no  al- 
ternative but  to  announce  these  things  to  the  world ;  which, 
consistently  with  Mr.  Burr's  ideas  of  propriety,  can  be  done 
in  no  way  bnt  that  which  he  has  adopted.  He  is  incapable  of 
revenge,  still  less  is  he  capable  of  imitating  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Hamilton,  by  committing  secret  depredations  on  his  fame  and 
character.    But  these  things  must  have  an  end." 

Upon  meeting  General  Hamilton  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  above  explanation,  Mr.  Van  Ness  was  informed  by  him, 
that  he  had  prepared  a  written  reply  to  Colonel  Burr's  last 
letter,  and  had  left  it  in  the  hands  of  his  friend  Mr.  Pendleton. 
The  verbal  explanation  was  therefore  withheld,  and  General 
Hamilton's  letter  conveyed  to  Colonel  Burr.  It  was  as  fol- 
lows :  "  Your  first  letter,  in  a  style  too  peremptory,  made  a 
demand,  in  my  opinion,  unprecedented  and  unwarrantable. 
My  answer,  pointing  out  the  embarrassment,  gave  you  an  op- 
portunity to  take  a  less  exceptionable  coarse.     You  have  not 
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chosen  to  do  it ;  but  bjyonr  laMlettartveairad'tiii^dqriOte- 
tfuiiing  eirpresaionB  indeeoroia  and  impropflr,  jaa  hmn  !•■ 
creased  tiie  dif&cultiea  to  expluutdon  intriiuHMlljr  iaoidflnfe  to 
the  nature  of  your  spplioition.  If  bj  a  'd^mts  replr*  yaa 
mean  the  direct  avowal  or  dinToml  raqnired  ia  70W  <nt 
letter,  I  have  no  other  mawer  to  g^Te,  than  tbafc  whuh  baa 
already  been  given.  If  yon  mean  amj  thing  diflaran^  uitA- 
ting  of  greater  latitude,  it  is  nqmnte  jon  riioold  AxpUa." 

Ttiis  letter,  as  might  bare  been  ezpeeted,  prodnsed  iw 
effect ;  as  Mr.  Van  Ke«  hastened  to  infom  Oraoral  Hanut 
ton's  fi-icnd.  Van  Neaa  added,  that  what  Colonel  Botr  de- 
manded was  this:  a  general  diaavowal  of  anyinteBtion  oatlM 
part  of  General  Hamilton,  in  bia  vaiiooaeonTerMtiooi,  to  eoi^ 
vey  impressions  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  Bqtt.  Pandlataa 
re[)lied,  that  he  believed  Gieneral  Hamilton  wonld  have  oo 
olijcclion  to  make  suoh  a  declaration! 

Hamilton,  of  course,  declined  making  the  diaarowal.  Bat 
he  gave  Van  Xess  a  paper,  in  his  own  hand,  the  purport  of 
which  was  ibat  if  Colonel  Burr  should  think  it  proper  to  in* 
quire  of  General  Ilninilton  the  nature  of  the  convemation  with 
Dr.  Cdoper,  Genei-al  Uamiltou  would  be  able  to  reply,  with 
truth,  that  it  turned  wholly  on  political  topics,  and  did  not 
attribute  to  Colonel  Burr  any  iustance  of  dishonorable  con- 
duct, noi-  vehtc  to  his  private  character.  And  in  relation  to 
any  other  conversation  which  Colonel  Burr  wonld  spec^,  a 
fi'aiik  avowal  or  denial  would  be  given. 

A  "  mere  evasion,"  said  Burr,  when  be  had  read  this  paper. 

Other  cori'cspondence  followed,  but  it  is  too  familiar  to  the     . 
public,  and  too  easily  accessible,  to  require   repetition  hare,  /ii 
Throughout  the  whole  of  it  wc  see,  on  the  one  hand,  an  ex-   <  (. 
aspeifited  man  I'esolved  to  bring  the  afpjir  to  a  deciuve  and 
final  isKUC ;  ou  the  other,  a  man  striving  desperately,  bnt  not 
dishonorably,  to  escape  the  consequences  of  hia  own  too  nn 
garded  words.     Bmr's  fiu.il  roo.ipitulation,  drawn  up  for  th 
guidance  of  his  second,  wns  as  follows  : 

"  Colonel  Burr  (in  reply  to  General  Hamilton**  charge  of 

indofiniteness  and  iiiquisitiuu)  would  only  say,  that  aeoretwh» 

^  pen  traducing  his  fiune,  and  impeaching  hia  honor,  art  at  leaal 
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equally  injurious  with  slanders  publicly  uttered  ;  that  Genci'al 
Hamilton  had,  at  no  time,  and  in  no  place,  a  riglit  to  use  any 
such  injurious  expressions ;  and  that  the  partial  negative  he  is 
disposed  to  give,  with  the  reservations  he  wishes  to  make,  are 
proofs  that  he  has  done  the  injury  speciHed. 

"Colonel  Burr's  request  was,  in  the  lirst  instance,  proposed 
in  a  form  the  most  simple,  in  order  that  General  Hamilton 
might  give  to  the  aftUir  that  course  to  which  he  might  be 
induced  by  his  temper  and  his  knowledge  of  tacts.  Colonel 
Burr  trusted  with  confidence,  that,  from  the  frankness  of  a 
soldier  and  the  candor  of  a  gentleman,  he  might  expect  an 
ingenuous  declaration.  That  if,  as  he  had  reason  to  believe. 
General  Hamilton  had  used  expressions  derogatory  to  his 
honor,  he  would  have  had  the  magnanimity  to  retract  them ; 
and  that  if,  from  his  language,  injurious  inferences  had  been 
improperly  drawn,  he  would  have  perceived  the  propriety  of 
correcting  errors,  which  might  thus  have  been  widely  difiused. 
With  these  impressions,  Colonel  Burr  was  greatly  surprised 
at  receiving  a  letter  which  he  considered  as  evasive,  and  which 
in  manner  he  deemed  not  altogether  decorous.  In  one  expec- 
tation, however,  he  was  not  wholly  deceived,  for  the  close  of 
General  Hamilton's  letter  contained  an  intimation  that,  if 
Colonel  Burr  should  dislike  his  refusal  to  acknowledge  or 
deny,  he  was  ready  to  meet  the  consequences.  This  Colonel 
Burr  deemed  a  sort  of  defiance,  and  would  have  felt  justified 
in  making  it  the  basis  of  an  immediate  message.  But  as  the 
communication  contained  something  concerning  the  iiulefinite- 
ness  of  the  request,  as  he  believed  it  rather  the  offspring  of 
false  pride  than  of  retlection,  and  as  he  felt  the  utmost  reluct- 
ance to  proceed  to  extremities,  while  any  other  hope  re- 
mained, his  request  was  repeated  in  terms  more  explicit.  The 
replies  and  propositions  on  the  part  of  General  Hamilton 
have,  in  Colonel  Burr's  opinion,  been  constantly  in  substance 
the  same. 

"  Colonel  Burr  disavows  all  motives  of  predetermined  hos- 
tihty,  a  charge  by  which  he  thinks  insult  added  to  injury.  He 
fieels  as  a  gentleman  should  feel  when  his  honor  is  iiLpeached 
or  assailed ;  and,  without  sensations  of  hostility  or  wishes  of 
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revenge,  lie  is  dctormined  to  nn£eite  tint  honor  at  MiA 
liaznrd  as  tlio  n»tui-e  of  the  oase  deminda." 

The  letter  concluded  with  the  remark  that  the  length  aBd 
fruUk'wuieitM  of  thu  oorrespoDdenoe  proved  it  naeleH  "  to  oAr 
any  proposition,  except  the  dmple  menage  wUoh  I  diall  aov 
have  the  honor  to  deliver.*' 

The  cliaileiigc  was  then  given  and  aeoepted.  Ten  daytliad 
ulnpsed  since  Colimel  Barr  bad  first  sent  for  Mr.  Van  Vem, 
and  it  waa  now  tlie  2Tth  of  June.  Hr.  PMdletoa  Stated  that 
a  coiii't  was  tlieii  sitting  in  which  General  Hannlten  had  maeh 
biiiuneita  to  tinniiaut ;  he  would  require  alao  &  little  time  ts 
arrange  his  pvivate  sflbirs;  and,  therefore^  soma  delay  WM 
unavoidable.  This  was  assented  to,  and  the  next  rnomiBg  wp- 
pointed  Ibr  a  meeting  of  the  seoonds  to  ocmfer  fiuthar  oBliiM 

At  tliat  meeting  Mr.  Pendleton  presented  a  pAper  wUtA, 
he  said,  be  had  received  from  bis  prindpal,  and  which  eoi^ 
tained  some  remarks  upon  tlie  mattei-s  in  dispute.  Van  Ness 
replied  that,  if  tlie  paper  contained  a  upecitic  proposition  for 
an  accommodation,  lie  would  receive  it  with  pleasure  ;  if  not, 
he  mnst  decline  doing  so,  as  his  {mnci|)al  considered  the  cor> 
re»]ionde:ice  completely  terminated  by  the  acceptance  of  the 
challenge.  Pendleton  replied  that  tlie  ]>aper  uontained  no 
such  proposition,  bat  consisted  of  remarks'  upon  Van  Ken's 
last  letter.  Mr,  Van  Ness,  therefore,  refused  to  receive  it,* 
and  Pendleton  retired,  promising  to  call  again  in  a  day  or  two 
to  make  the  final  arrangements.  Tlie  seconds  conferred  sev- 
eral times  before  these  were  concluded  ;  but,  at  length,  Jnly 

*  Tliix  [inpcr  van  nn  Mmciit  cndoavor,  oa  the  part  oT  Qencral  Hamillon,  to 
avtdd  a  huHlil'' nict'ling.  Tho  niaii'ri'U  posaogo  was  rafollowi:  "Ur.Pot- 
dlitlon  Ik  itutliniixiid  to  my,  tlmt  in  t\tQ  coureo  of  tho  present  diBcuaiaa,  writ- 
Ira  or  Tt^luil,  titcro  luis  Ixsin  no  iiitcnlion  to  evmU',  defy,  or  insult,  bat  ■  da- 
ecK  dtiijH»d(ii)ii  to  KVOid  oxtroiiiitius,  if  it  oould  bu  doue  with  proptkty.  Wilh 
tliiH  vitw  floncnil  IliimiltoD  lia»  boon  nsudy  to  ontor  into  a  ftank  aud  ttt»  %t^ 
ploiiutioii  on  nny  oud  ovi'ry  olijovt  or  a  Hpeuilic  nature ;  but  not  to  sofwar  a 
gcDcnil  and  atwlnu't  inquiry,  enibnicing  a  period  too  long  lur  any  accontv 
neollectiun,  and  expu»ii^  liiin  to  unpleasant  criticisms  ftom,  or  unpteasaot 
lawitli,  any  and  every  person  who  may  have  undentood  liim  In  SB 


THB    DUBL.  847 

llth,  at  seven  in  the  morning,  was  fixed  npon  as  the  time; 
the  place,  Weehawken ;  the  weapons,  pistols ;  the  distance, 
ten  paces.  Thus,  between  the  time  when  Colonel  Burr  sent 
for  Van  Ness  and  the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting,  twenty- 
four  days  elapsed,  during  the  greater  part  of  which  the  secret 
was  known,  certainly,  to  seven  persons,  and,  probably,  to  as 
many  as  ten. 

During  this  long  period,  the  principals  went  about  their 
daily  business  as  usual.  Hamilton,  as  was  aflerward  fondly 
remembered,  plead  his  causes  and  conf^ulted  his  clients,  with 
all  his  wonted  vigor,  courtesy,  and  success.  Around  his  table 
at  the  "  Grange,"  day  after  day,  he  saw  his  seven  children  and 
his  tenderly  beloved  wife,  with  a  ceaseless  consciousness  of 
the  blow  that  was  suspended  over  them  all.  A  whisper  could 
have  saved  him,  and  saved  them,  but  how  impossible  it  was  to 
utter  that  whisper  I 

Burr  was  residing  at  cedar-crowned  Richmond  Hill,  and 
found  the  great  mansion  there  somewhat  lone  and  chilly.  On 
June  23d  (the  very  day  upon  which  it  became  certain  that 
the  affair  with  Hamilton  couhl  only  be  terminated  by  a  duel) 
Theodosia's  birth-day  came  round  again,  a  day  on  which  Rich- 
mond Hill,  for  many  a  year,  had  known  only  the  sights  and 
sounds  of  happiness  and  mirth.  Burr  was  an  observer  of  fete 
days  and  family  festivals.  On  this  occasion,  he  invited  a  party 
to  dinner,  who,  as  he  wrote  the  next  day  to  Theodosia, 
**  laughed  an  hour,  and  danced  an  hour,  and  drank  her  health." 
He  had  her  picture  brought  into  the  dining-room  and  placed 
at  the  table  where  she  was  accustomed  to  sit.  l^ut,  added  he, 
"as  it  is  a  profile,  and  would  not  look  at  us,  we  himg  it  up, 
and  placed  Natalie's  (his  adoj)ted  daughter)  at  table,  which 
laughs  and  talks  with  us."  The  letter  in  which  these  particu- 
lars are  given  is  remarkable  for  containing  a  suggestion  which 
has  since  been  admirably  improved.  "  Your  idea,"  wrote  he, 
**of  dressing  up  pieces  of  ancient  mythology  in  the  form  of 
amusing  tales  for  children  is  very  good.  You  yourself  must 
write  them.  Send  your  performances  to  me,  and,  within  three 
weeks  after  they  are  received,  you  shall  have  them  again  in 
print.    This  will  bo  not  only  an  amusing  occupation,  but  a 
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Tei7  Dsefiil  one  to  yonraelC  It  will  Improre  yoar  rtyla  and 
your  langu.igo,  give  you  haUta  of  Mxamaj,  and  add  a  litUs 
to  your  stock  of  knowlodgv.  Katalie,  too,  most  work  at  it^ 
anil  I'll  bet  that  she  makes  the  beat  tale.  I  will  be  yoor  ed- 
itor niid  your  critic."  The  reader  ii  awan  bow  welt  thii 
'  idea"  has  aince  beon  oarried  ont  by  Mr.  ffit^riey  and  otfaera. 

His  Icttci-a  to  his  daughter,  at  thia  period,  oontain  bot  a  nu. 
glo  allusion,  and  tliat  a  YBgue  one,  to  the  impendio^  eonfliot. 
On  the  Ist  of  July,  lie  beganaletur  with  theae  worda: 

"  Having  been  shivering  with  oold  all  day,  thougfa  in  parftet 
health,  1  have  now,  jnat  at  aunaet,  had  a  firo  in  my  libraiy, 
and  am  Billing  near  it  and  enjoying  it,  if  tiiat  word  be  appB- 
cable  to  any  thing  done  in  •olitode.  Soma  Tery  wiaa  aM| 
however,  has  oi claimed, 

'"OIil  fools,  who  think  it  sditads  to  baaloMi' 

This  ia  but  poetry.  Let  uk  therefore  drop  the  sabjeot,  leit  It 
lead  to  another  on  which  I  have  imposed  silence  on  myselK" 

Tlie  rest  of  the  letter  is  cheerful  enough.  He  aays  he  is  ita- 
patient  to  receive  the  "  Talcs,"  recommends  her  to  wibocribe 
for  the  JSdatbuTg  Jieview,  and  to  be  tbrming  a  library  for  har 
eon. 

On  the  Foui-th  of  July,  Hamilton  and  Burr  met,  fur  the  last 
time,  at  the  convivial  board.  It  was  at  the  annual  banquet 
of  the  Sncicty  of  tlio  Cincinnati,  of  which  Hamilton  was  pmi- 
dont  and  Burr  a  member.  Hamilton  was  chenrful,  and,  at 
times,  merry.  He  was  urged,  as  the  feast  wore  away,  to  Mng 
the  only  song  he  ever  sang  or  knew,  the  famous  old  ballad  of 
77(6  JJnim.  It  was  thought  afterward,  that  he  was  more  re- 
luctant than  usual  to  com]ily  with  the  company's  request; 
but  after  some  delay,  he  said,  "  Well,  you  shall  have  it,"  and 
sang  it  in  his  best  manner,  greatly  to  the  delight  of  the  old 
soldiers  by  whom  he  was  surrounded.  Burr,  on  the  oontrary, 
was  reserved,  mingled  little  with  the  company,  and  held  no  in- 
tercourse with  the  president.  Ue  was  never  a  fluent  man, 
and  was  generally,  in  the  society  of  men,  more  a  listener  than 
hkB  tailur.    On  this  occasion,  his  ailcnco  was,  th^reforo,  the  leM 
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remarked  ;  yet  it  was  remarked.  It  was  obser;Td,  too,  that 
he  paid  no  attention  to  Hamilton's  conversation,  nor,  indeed, 
looked  toward  liim,  until  he  struck  up  his  song,  when  Burr 
turned  toward  him,  and,  leaning  upon  the  table,  looked  at 
the  sinijer  till  the  somx  was  done. 

This  difterence  in  the  behavior  of  the  two  men  was  doubt- 
less owing  partly  to  their  different  positions  at  the  banquet. 
Hamilton,  as  the  master  of  the  feast,  was  in  the  eye  of  every 
guest,  while  Burr  could  easily  escape  partifular  observation. 
The  object  of  both  was,  of  course,  to  behave  so  as  not  to  ex- 
cite inquiry. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  Hamilton  executed  his  will,  leaving  his 
all,  after  the  payment  of  his  debts,  to  his  '  dear  and  excellent 
wife.'  "  Should  it  hap[)en,"  said  he,  "  that  there  is  not  enough 
for  the  payment  of  my  debts,  I  entreat  my  dear  children,  if 
they,  or  any  of  them,  should  ever  be  able,  to  make  up  the 
deficiency.  I,  without  hesitation,  commit  to  their  delicacy  a 
wish  which  is  dictated  by  my  own.  Though  conscious  that  I 
have  too  far  sacrificed  the  interests  of  my  family  to  public 
avocations,  and  on  this  account  have  the  less  claim  to  burden 
my  children,  yet  I  trust  in  their  magnanimity  to  appreciate  as 
ihey  ought  this  my  request.  In  so  unfavorable  an  event  of 
things,  the  support  of  their  dear  mother,  with  the  most  re- 
spectful and  tender  attention,  is  a  duty,  all  the  sacredness  of 
which  they  will  feel,  l^robably  her  own  patrimonial  resources 
will  preserve  her  from  iinligence.  But  in  all  situations  they 
are  charged  to  bear  in  miiul,  that  she  has  been  to  them  the 
most  devoted  and  best  of  mothers." 

A  few  hours  more  brought  them  to  the  day  before  the  ono 
named  for  the  meeting.  In  the  evening,  both  the  principals 
were  engage<l,  to  a  late  hour,  in  making  their  final  j)repara- 
tions,  and  writing  what  each  felt  might  be  his  last  written 
words.  The  paper  prepared  by  Hamilton  on  that  occasion, 
in  the  solitude  of  his  library,  reveals  to  us  the  miserable  spec- 
tacle of  an  intelligent  and  gifted  mnn,  who  had,  with  the  ut- 
most deliberation,  made  up  his  mind  to  do  an  action  which 
his  intellect  condemned  as  absurd,  which  his  heart  felt  to  be 
cruel,  which  Ms  conscience  told  him  was  wrong.    He  said  that 


he  had  shrnnk  from  tha  ooming  interview,  ffii  ivtf  to  Ibi 
roligion,  his  family,  and  hii  creditors,  forbads  it.  Ha  dtoald 
hnzarii  nuich,  and  could  gain  nothing  by  it.  Ha  wm  oonMSOtN 
of  no  ill-will  to  Colonel  Bnrr,  «put  from  pditioal  oppontion, 
which  lie  hoped  had  proceeded  from  pnra  uid  upright  hm^ 
tiveit.  But  there  were  diffiooI^M,  intrinna  and  artifitaal,  in 
the  way  of  an  accommodation,  wfainh  had  leemed  imapeiable ; 
intrinsic,  because  he  really  had  been  Tery  levera  npon  Coh^ 
n*jl  Burr ;  artificial,  beoauae  Colonel  But  bad  demanded  too 
mnch,  and  in  a  manner  that  preelnded  a  peaeefol  diaooMon 
of  the  difiicHlty. 

"  Ah  well,"  tliifl  affecting  paper  oonelnded, "  beeanae  it  ia  po»- 
rible  that  I  may  have  injared  Colonel  Burr,  howerer  ooBTktoed 
myself  that  my  opinions  and  dedarationi  bare  been  wdl 
Ibiindcd,  a!<  from  my  general  prindples  and  temper  in  ralatioa 
to  Hiinilar  attuii-s,  I  have  rcmlved,  if  oar  interview  ii  oondneted 
in  the  uniial  manner,  and  it  pleases  Giod  to  give  me  the  oppor- 
tunity, to  i-eserve  and  throw  away  my  first  fire,  and  I  have 
thou;;lit8  even  of  resicrving  my  wecond  tire,  and  thus  giving  a 
double  o|ijjoitunity  to  Colonul  Burr  to  pause  and  to  reflect. 
It  is  nut,  liowtiver,  my  intention  to  enter  into  any  explanations 
on  the  grouiiil.  Api>lor;y,  fi'om  jii'inciple,  I  hope,  isther  than 
pride,  is  ont  of  the  question.  To  those  who,  with  me,  abhors 
ring  the  practice  of  dueling,  may  think  that  I  onght  on  no 
account  to  have  added  to  the  number  of  bad  examples,  I  an- 
swer, that  my  relative  eituntion,  as  well  in  pahlio  as  in  private, 
cnlbrcin^  all  the  considerations  which  uonalitute  what  men  of 
the  world  denominate  honor,  imposed  on  me  (as  I  thought)  a 
peculiar  necessity  not  to  decline  the  call.  Tlie  ability  to  be 
in  the  future  nNcful,  whether  in  reuNling  mischief  or  efitKiting 
good,  in  those  crises  of  unr  ])ulilic  afliiira  which  seem  likely  to 
tiappi'n,  wouUI  probably  be  inseparable  from  a  confurmity  vith 
public  prejudice  in  this  particuliir." 

Unin^  evil  that  good  may  come,  thotigh  not  tbe  crime  it  is 
to  do  goo<)  tlint  evil  may  come,  is  a  dreadful  error.  It'  was 
tlie  vice  of  Haiuilton's  otherwise  worthy  life.  It  proved  latal 
to  him  at  last. 

In  the  long  letters  which  Burr  wrote  tfaat  evening,  tbera 
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are  no  signs  that  the  gentle  hlood  of  Esther  Edwards  was 
revolting  in  the  veins  of  her  erring  son  against  the  morrow's 
deed.  There  is  a  tender  dignity  in  his  farewell  words  to  The- 
odoaia,  but  no  misgivings.  lie  gives  Jier  a  number  of  minute 
directions  about  the  disposal  of  his  papers,  letters,  and  serv- 
ants. She  was  enjoined  t<>  burn  all  such  letters  as,  if  by  acci- 
dent made  public,  would  injure  any  person.  This,  he  added, 
was  more  particularly  applicable  to  the  lettei*s  of  his  female 
correspondents.  To  his  step-son,  "poor  dear  Frederic,"  to 
Natalie,  to  various  friends,  he  requested  her  to  give  certain 
tokens  of  his  remembrance.  His  faithful  housekeeper,  Peggy, 
was  to  have  a  lot  of  ground  and  fifty  dollars,  and  the  other 
servants  Theodosia  was  urged  to  adopt  as  her  own.  His  letter 
concludes  with  these  touching  words :  "  I  am  indebted  to 
yoo,  my  dearest  Theodosia,  for  a  very  great  portion  of  the 
happiness  which  I  have  enjoyed  in  this  life.  You  have  com- 
pletely satisfied  all  that  my  heart  and  affections  had  hoped  or 
even  wished.  With  a  little  more  perseverance,  determination, 
and  industry,  you  will  obtain  all  that  my  ambition  or  vanity 
had  fondly  imagined.  Let  your  son  have  occasion  to  be  proud 
that  he  had  a  mother.     Adieu.     Adieu." 

In  a  postscript,  he  tells  her,  upon  her  arrival  in  New  York, 
to  open  her  whole  heart  to  his  step-son,  Frederic,  who  loves 
him,  he  says,  almost  as  much  as  Theodosia  does,  and  loves 
Tlieodosia  to  adoration.  He  also  gives  her  a  seal  of  General 
Washington's,  which  he  pos3esse<l,  and  says  she  may  keep  it 
for  her  son,  or  give  it  to  whom  she  ])leases. 

He  wrote  a  long  letter  to  her  husband,  recommending  to 
his  regard  and  care  the  friends  to  whom  he  was  most  attached. 
"If  it  should  be  my  lot  to  fall,"  he  said,  in  conclusion,  "yet 
I  shall  live  in  you  and  your  son.  I  commit  to  you  all  that  is 
most  dear  to  me  —  my  reputation  and  my  daughter.  Your 
talents  and  your  attachment  will  be  the  guardian  of  the  one 
—  your  kindness  and  your  generosity  of  the  other.  Let  mo 
entreat  you  to  stimulate  and  aid  Theodosia  in  the  cultivation 
of  her  mind.  It  is  indispensable  to  her  happiness,  and  essen 
tial  to  yours.  It  is  also  of  the  utmost  imporiance  to  your 
■on.    She  would  presently  acquire  a  critical  knowle<lge  of 
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I^itin,  Engliflh,  and  all  braaehes  of  natsnl  pbiloniih/.  Ah 
this  nuiild  be  poured  iato  your  son.  If  yon  ihould  diflte 
with  me  as  to  tlic  importance  of  thu  meuure,  tnlbr  me  to 
ask  it  of  you  as  a  last  &vor.  She  will  rioUy  oompeoaata  your 
trouble." 

Th-o  very  cliaracteristio  poatsoripts  trt  a|^Mnded  to  ^i 
letter.  In  tlie  firat,-  he  commend*  to  Mr.  Alatoo^  apeeial  r^ 
gard,  Frederic  Prevost,  "  TTuder  the  garb  of  ooena  niati» 
ity  you  will  find,  if  you  fcnoir  him,  refiDoment,  wit,  a  deliqM 
sense  of  propi-iety,  the  most  inflexible  intrejudity,  inoormplt 
ble  intcgrily,  and  dieiiitereatedneaa.  I  wish  yon  oonld  know 
him ;  but  it  would  be  diffiualt,  by  reason  of  faia  dlffidenoa  and 
great  reluctance  to  mingle  with  the  world.  It  haa  been  • 
source  of  extreme  regret  and  mortification  to  me  that  he 
should  be  lost  to  society  and  to  hia  frienda.  l%e  oaie  aeemi 
almost  remediless,  for,  alas  1  he  i»  married/" 

The  other  postscript  was  as  follows :  *'  If  yoo  oon  perdon 

and  indult^e  a  fiiUy,  I  would  suggest  that  Madame ,  too 

well  known  under  the  name  of  Leonora,  has  claims  on  my 
recolleciiun.  She  is  now  with  her  husband  at  St.  Jago,  of 
Cuba." 

Lato  at  night  Colonel  Burr  threw  oiT  his  npper  garments, 
lay  down  upon  a  couch  in  his  library,  and,  in  a  few  iiiiofltM^ 
wsks  anIcc]). 

At  daybrcak^ext  morairig,  John  Swartwont  entered  the 
room,  and  saw  his  chief  slill  lying  on  the  couch.  Well  aa  ha 
knew  Colonel  Burr,  he  was  astonished,  upon  approaching  him, 
to  discover  th.it  he  was  in  n  sound  and  trniiquil  slumber.  Re 
awoke  the  inati  who  had  belter  never  actain  have  opened  his 
eyes  upon  the  light  of  this  world.  Van  Ness  was  soon  ready. 
Matthew  L.  Davis  and  another  friend  or  two  arrived,  and  tlie 
jiarty  proceeded  in  nilence  to  the  river,  where  a  boat  was  in 
rca'lineiss.  Burr,  Van  Ness,  Davis,  and  another  embarked, 
and  the  boat  was  rowed  over  the  river  toward  Wechawkeo, 
the  scene,  in  those  days,  of  so  m.-kny  deadly  encounters. 

Few  of  the  present  generation  have  stood  upon  the  spot, 
which  was  formerly  one  of  the  places  that  strangers  were  sure 
to  visit  on  coming  to  the  city,  and  which  the  erenta  of  this 
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day  rendered  for  ever  memorable.  Two  miles  and"  a  half 
above  the  city  of  Ilobokon,  the  heights  of  Wechawken  rise, 
in  the  picturesque  form  so  familiar  to  Nevvr  Yorkers,  to  an  el- 
evation of  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  the  Hudson.  These 
liei<j;hts  are  rocky,  very  steep,  and  covered  with  small  trees 
and  tangled  bushes.  Under  the  heights,  at  a  point  lialf  a  mile 
from  where  they  begin,  there  is,  twenty  feet  above  the  water, 
a  grassy  ledge  or  shelf,  about  six  feet  wide,  and  eleven  paces 
long.  This  was  the  fatal  spot.  Except  that  it  is  slightly  en- 
cumbered with  underbrush,  it  is,  at  this  hour,  precisely  what 
it  was  on  the  11th  of  July,  1804.  There  is  an  old  cedar-tree 
at  the  side,  a  little  out  of  range,  which  must  have  looked  then 
very  much  as  it  does  now.  The  large  rocks  which  partly  hem 
in  the  place  are,  of  course,  unchanged,  except  that  they  are 
decorated  with  the  initials  of  former  visitoi*s.  One  large  rock, 
breast-high,  narrows  the  hollow  in  which  Hamilton  stood  to 
four  feet  or  less. 

Inaccessible  to  foot-passengers  along  the  river,  except  at  low 
tide,  with  no  path  down  to  it  from  the  rocky  heights  above, 
no  residence  within  sight  on  that  side  of  the  river,  unless  at  a 
great  distance,  it  is  even  now  a  singularly  secluded  scene. 
But  fitXy  years  ago,  when  no  prophet  had  yet  predicted  Hobo- 
ken,  that  romantic  shore  was  a  nearlv  unbroken  solitude.  A 
third  of  a  mile  below  the  duelin<?-g:round  there  stood  a  little 
tavern,  the  occasional  resort  of  excurvsionists  ;  where,  too,  du- 
eling parties  not  unfrequently  breakfasted  before  proceeding 
to  the  ground,  and  where  they  sometimes  returned  to  invig- 
orate their  restored  friendshij)  with  the  landlord's  wine.  A 
short  distance  above  the  ground,  lived  a  fine-hearted  old 
Captain,  who,  if  he  got  scent  of  a  duel,  would  rush  to  the 
place,  throw  himself  between  the  combatants,  and  never  give 
over  perauading  and  threatening  till  he  had  establishe<l  a 
peace  or  a  truce  bet  ween  them.  He  was  the  owner  of  the 
ground,  and  spoke  with  authority.  He  never  ceased  to  think 
that,  if  on  this  fatal  morning,  he  had  observed  the  approach 
of  the  boats,  he  could  have  prevented  the  subsecpient  catas- 
trophe. 

But,  for  the  very  purpose  of  preventing  suspicion,  it  had 
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been  arranged  that  Colonel  Bon*a  boit  ■ 
time  before  the  other,  Abont  hal^pait  «k,  Bnrr  and  Vm 
Ness  hmded,  and  le'avinft  their  boat  «  few  fwda  dovn  the 
rivei-,  nsueiided  over  the  rooks  to  the  if^ntcd  phwa.  It  vai 
a  warm,  bright,  July  moniing.  Tbt  am  looki  down,  dinoll; 
after  riiung,  ti|K>n  the  Weehawken  hmgfata,  and  it  wm  for  (lurt 
reason  that  the  two  men  remored  thar  ooata  befin*  Um  a^ 
r  v»I  of  the  other  party.  There  they  ttood'eardcidy  bnA- 
ing  away  the  branches  of  the  underwood,  and  looUng  o«t 
npon  as  fair,  as  varioua,  as  animated,  as  beantiM  a  aeeDS^  M 
moi-tal  eyes  in  this  beautitnl  world  ever  behold.  Thahaa^ 
crowned  city;  tiie  bright,  broad,  flashing,  tranqoil  riror;  tha 
long  reach  of  waters,  twelve  mile*  or  more,  dowa  to  the  TXn- 
rows ;  the  vessels  at  anehor  in  the  harbor ;  mdstj,  Uoo  SMai 
Inland,  swelling  up  in  anperb  oontonr  from  the  lower  bay ;  the 
verdant  floivcry  lieighta  around ;  the  oppoute  ahore  of  the 
river,  tlien  dark  with  forest,  or  bright  with  slo|ring  lawn ;  and, 
to  complete  the  picture,  that  remnrkalily  ]>icturesqne  promon- 
tory called  C-iMtle  Point,  thnl  beudK  out  far  into  the  stream,  a 
mile  beloH-  Weebawken,  and  adOs  a  peculiar  beauty  to  the 
foregromid ;  —  nil  these  combine  to  form  a  view,  one  glance 
at  whi<jh  ouffht  to  Imve  sent  shame  and  horror  to  the  duelist's 
heart,  that  so  much  as  the  thought  of  cloMng  a  human  being's 
eyes  for  ever  on  so  much  loveliness,  had  ever  lived  a  i&nmeDt 
ill  his  bosom. 

IlniTiilton's  boat  was  seen  to  approach.  A  few  minutes  be- 
fore seven  it  touched  the  rocks,  and  Hamilton  and  his  second 
ascended.  The  princijials  and  seconds  exchanged  the  usnal 
BalntatiuMs,  and  the  seconds  proceeded  hnmediately  to  make 
tl:e  nsnni  preparations.  They  measured  ten  full  paoes ;  then 
cn^t  lots  for  the  choice  of  [lositiun,  and  to  decide  who  shoiud 
give  the  word.  The  lot,  in  both  cases,  fell  to  General  Hamil- 
ton's second,  who  chose  the  vpf>er  end  of  the'  ledge  for  htl 
principal,  which,  at  that  hour  of  the  day,  could  not  have  been 
the  bcNt,  for  the  reason  that  the  morning  sun,  and  the  flashing 
of  the  liver,  would  both  interfere  with  the  si^ht.  The  pistols 
were  then  loaded,  and  the  principals  placed,  Hamilton  looking 
over  the  river  toward  the  city,  and  Burr  turned  towmrd  tho 
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heights,  nnder  which  they  stood.  As  Pendleton  gave  Hamil- 
ton  his  pistol,  he  asked, 

"  Will  you  have  the  hair-spring  set  ?" 

"  j^^^  this  time,^^  was  the  quiet  reply. 

Pendleton  then  explained  to  both  principals  the  rules  which 
had  been  agreed  upon  with  regard  to  the  firing;  after  the 
word  present^  they  were  to  fire  as  soon  as  they  pleased.  The 
seconds  then  withdrew  to  the  usual  distance. 

"Are  you  ready,"  said  Pendleton. 

Both  answered  in  the  affirmative.  A  moment's  pause  en- 
sued. The  word  was  given.  Burr  raised  his  pistol,  took  aim, 
and  fired.  Hamilton  sprang  upon  his  toes  with  a  convulsive 
movement,  reeled  a  little  toward  the  heights,  at  which  mo- 
ment he  involuntarily  discharged  his  ])istol,  and  then  fell  for- 
ward headlong  upon  his  face,  and  remained  motionless  on  the 
ground.  His  ball  rustled  among  the  branches,  seven  feet 
above  the  head  of  his  antagonist,  and  four  feet  wide  of  him. 
Burr  heard  it,  looked  up,  and  saw  where  it  had  severed  a  twig. 
Looking  at  Hamilton,  he  beheld  him  filling,  and  sprung  toward 
him  with  an  expression  of  j)ain  upou  his  face.  But  at  the  re- 
port of  the  pistols.  Dr.  Hosack,  Mr.  Davis,  and  the  boatman, 
hurried  anxiously  up  the  rocks  to  the  scene  of  the  duel ;  and 
Van  Ness,  with  presence  of  mind,  seized  Burr,  shielded  him 
from  observation  with  an  umbrella,  and  urged  him  down 
the  steep  to  the  boat.  It  was  pushed  oft'  immediately,  and 
rowed  swiftly  back  to  Richmond  Hill,  where  Swartwout,  with 
feelings  that  may  be  imagined,  received  his  unhurt  chief — a 
chief  no  more ! 

Mr.  Pendleton  raised  his  prostrate  friend.  Dr.  Hosack 
found  him  sitting  on  the  grass,  supported  in  the  arms  of  his 
Becond,  with  the  ghastliness  of  death  upon  his  countenance. 
"This  is  a  mortal  wound,  doctor,"  he  gasped  ;  and  then  sunk 
away  into  a  swoon.  The  doctor  stripped  up  his  clothes,  and 
saw  at  a  glance  that  the  ball,  which  had  enton^d  his  right  side, 
must  have  penetrated  a  mortal  part.  Scarcely  expecting  him 
to  revive,  they  conveyed  him  down  among  the  large  rocks,  to 
the  shore,  placed  him  tenderly  in  the  boat,  and  set  off  for  the 
city.    The  doctor  now  used  the  usual  restoratives,  and  the 
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woiindiMl  man  <jra<lually  revived.  "  Ho  breathed,**  to  qnote 
the  doctor's  words;  "his  eyes,  hardly  opened,  wandered 
without  ti\ii)<<;  upon  any  object ;  to  our  great  joy,  he  at  leujifth 
spoke.  ^  My  vision  is  indistinct,*  were  his  firat  words.  Ilia 
pulse  beennie  more  perceptible,  his  respiration  more  rej^ular,  his 
sight  returned.  Soon  after  recovering  his  sight,  he  happened 
to  cast  his  eye  upon  the  case  of  pistols,  and  observing  the  one 
that  he  liud  had  in  his  liand  lying  on  the  outsi<ie,  he  said,  *  Take 
care  ot'tiiat  pistol ;  it  is  undischarged  and  still  cocked  ;  it  may 
go  otr  and  do  liarm.  Pendleton  knows*  (attempting  to  turn 
his  head  toward  him)  '  that  I  did  not  intend  to  tire  at  him.* 

^^  Then  lie  hiy  trarxpiil  till  he  saw  tiiat  the  boat  was  approach- 
ini^  the  wharf.  He  said,  '  Let  Mrs.  Hamilton  be  immediately 
sent  for ;  let  the  event  be  gradually  broke  to  her,  but  give  her 
ho])es.'  Looking  up  we  saw  his  friend,  Mr.  Bayard,  stRnding 
on  the  wharf  in  great  agitation.  lie  had  been  told  by  his  ser- 
vant that  General  Hamilton,  Mr.  Pendleton,  and  myself  had 
<*rnsst'd  the  river  in  a  boat  togetlier,  and  too  well  he  conjeo- 
ture<l  the  lata!  errand,  and  foreboded  the  dreadful  result. 
Percciviuir,  as  we  eanie  nearer,  that  Mr.  Pendleton  and  mvself 
only  sat  up  in  the  stern  sheets,  he  elas|)ed  his  hands  together 
in  the  most  violiMit  apjirchensiou  ;  but  when  I  called  to  him 
to  have  a  e.)t  j)repared,  and  he  at  the  same  moment  saw  his 
jioor  tVirnd  In  in;^  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  he  threw  up  his 
eyes,  and  burst  into  a  Hood  of  tears  and  lamentation.  Hamil- 
ton alone  appeare«l  tranijuil  and  composed.  We  then  con- 
V(»yed  him  as  tmderly  as  jjossilile  nj)  to  the  house.*  The  dis- 
tress of  his  amiable  liimilv  were  suth  that,  till  the  first  shock 
hail  abati'il,  tln'v  wire  seareelv  able  to  sumintm  Ibrtitude 
Cnoui'h  to  \U'U\  sunieicnl  assistaucte  to  their  dvinir  friend."* 

Hv  nine  in  the  morninLT  the  news  bc^an  to  be  noised  about 
in  the  eity.  A  bulletin  soon  a])pt>ared  on  the  board  at  the 
Tontine  CotVee  House,  an«l  the  pulse  of  the  town  stood  still 
at  the  shucUing  intelligi-nce.  People*  started  and  turned  pale 
as  thrv  read  the  briet'  announcement: 

m 

*  llii.iiiiioirs  t«)\vu  n-sidu'i)  was  o*  (.\' L:r-stivet ;  Uurr'A,  :iO  l*:irtitIoD- 
Strict  (low  FuIt'Mi).  I!:ty:inr8  liuusi',  tn  wlik'li  llaiuilion  w;id  tukeo,  wut 
at  (invnwii-li,  witliin  hall'  a  iitil'.*  of  Kicliinonil  Hill. 
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"General  Hamilton  was  shot  by  Colonel  Bcrr  this 
morning  in  a  duel.    tlie  general  is  said  to  be  mortally 

WOUNDED." 

Bulletins,  hourly  changed,  kept  the  city  in  agitation.  All 
the  circumstances  of  the  catastrophe  were  told,  and  retold, 
and  exaggerated  at  every  corner.  The  thrilling  scenes  that 
were  passing  at  the  bedside  of  the  dying  man  —  the  consulta- 
tions of  the  physicians  —  the  arrival  of  the  stricken  family  — 
Mi's.  Hamilton's  overwhelming  sorrow — the  resignation  and 
calm  dignity  of  the  illustrious  sufferer — his  broken  slumbers 
during  the  night  —  the  piteous  spectacle  of  the  seven  children 
entering  together  the  awful  apartment  —  the  single  look  the 
dying  fiUher  gave  them  before  he  closed  his  eyes  —  were  all 
described  with  amplifications,  and  produced  an  impression  that 
can  only  be  imagined.  He  lingered  thirty-one  hours.  The 
duel  was  fought  on  Wednesday  morning.  At  two  o'clock,  on 
Thursday  afternoon,  Hamilton  died. 

A  notice  was  immediately  posted  for  a  meeting  of  the  mer- 
chants, at  the  Tontine  Coffee  House,  that  evening  ;  when  they 
resolved  to  close  their  stores  on  the  day  of  the  funeral,  to 
order  all  the  flags  of  the  shipping  at  half  mast,  and  to  wear 
cnpe  for  thirty  days.  Tlie  bar  met  next  morning,  and  agreed 
to  go  into  mourning  for  six  weeks.  The  military  companies, 
the  students  of  Columbia  College,  the  Tammany  Society,  the 
Cincinnati,  the  St.  Andrew's  Society,  the  General  Society  of 
Mechanics,  the  Corporation  of  the  city,  all  passed  resolutions 
of  sorrow  and  condolence,  and  agreed  to  attend  the  funeral. 
On  Saturday,  the  funeral  took  j)lace.  Business  was  utterly 
suspended.  The  concourse  in  the  streets  was  unprecedented. 
The  cortege  comprised  all  the  magnates  of  the  city,  and  nearly 
every  body  of  men  that  had  a  corporate  existence.  The 
friends  and  partisans  of  Colonel  Burr  made  it  a  point  to  test- 
ify, by  their  presence  in  the  procession,  that  they  shared  in  the 
general  respect  for  the  fallen  statesman,  and  in  the  general 
sorrow  at  his  untimely  end.  While  the  procession  was  mov- 
ing, the  minute-guns  of  the  artillery  in  the  Park  and  at  the 
Battery,  were  answered  by  minute  guns  from  a  British  frigate, 
the  British  packet,  and  two  French  men-of-war  that  lay  at 
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anchor  in  the  harbor.  For  two  hourR,  the  booming  of  no 
many  guns  (lec|)c>nod  the  melancholy  of  the  occasion.  Gov- 
ernor Morris,  on  :i  platform  at  Trinity  Church,  pronpnnced  a 
briff  ouloi^inm,  which  penetrated  every  heart;  for  on  the 
Ranio  ]>latforni  stood  the  four  sons  of  the  departed,  the  eldest 
sixteen,  the  youngest,  four. 

Tiie  newspapers,  everywhere,  broke  into  declamation  upon 
these  sad  events.  I  suppose  that  the  "  poems,"  the  "elegiffs,'* 
and  the  ^Mines,'^  whidi  tliey  suggested  wouUl  till  a  duodecimo 
vohinie  of  the  size  usually  appropriated  to  verse.  In  the  chief 
cities,  the  cliaiaeter  of  the  deceased  was  made  the  subject  of 
formal  eulogium.  The  popular  sympathy  was  recorded  indeli- 
bly upon  the  ever-forming  map  of  the  United  States,  which 
bears  the  name  of  Ilainiltou  forty  times  repeated. 

The  funeral  solemnities  over,  the  public  feeling  took  the 
character  of  indignation  against  the  immediate  author  of  all 
tins  sorrow  and  ruin.  In  a  i\iW  days  the  correspondence  was 
puhlisheil,  and  from  that  hour  ISurr  became,  in  the  general 
e>limati()U  of  Xhix  i>e<)j>le,  a  name  of  horror.  Those  prelinii- 
mirv  letters,  read  hv  a  person  imiorant  of  the  former  liistorv 
of  the  two  men,  are  entirely  danming  to  the  memory  of  the 
challeuiier.  Thev  present  Burr  in  the  liijht  of  a  revensreful 
<lenH>n,  hurnhii^  for  an  innocent  viclinrs  blood.  Uead  arii/ht 
—  re;id  by  one  who  knoWs  intinial<'ly  what  had  gone  before — 
rea<l  by  one  who  is  able  to  perceive  that  the  moral  quality  of 
a  duel  is  n<>t  atVected  hv  its  results — read,  too,  in  the  lii;ht 
of  half  a  cenlurv  ai^o  —  and  the  ehallenije  will  be  admitted 
to  he  as  near  an  ap|»roa<'h  to  a  reas(>nable  and  inevilablo 
a(li«»n,  as  an  action  can  be  which  is  intrinsicallv  wronir  and 
absurd.  l>ut  not  so  thought  the  h:df-informed  public  of  Isot. 
Tliev  clamored  for  a  vicliuj.  The  coroner's  iurv  sliared  in  the 
feeling  which  w:vs,  for  the  moment,  all  but  universal,  and  ath'r 
ten  or  twelve  «lays  of  investigation,  brought  in  a  verdict  to 
the  elleet,  that  **  Aaron  Burr,  Ks(|uire,  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States,  u:is  guilty  of  the  munler  of  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton, and  that  William  1*.  Van  Xess,  and  Xathaniel  Pendleton 
were  ne-cessories.""  ^Iv.  Davis  an<I  another  gentleman,  tor  re- 
fusing to  testify,  were  committed  to  ])rison.     The  grand  jury, 
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a  few  days  after,  instructed  the  district  attorney  to  }>rosecute*. 
The  parties  implicated  fled,  in  amazement,  rather  than  terror, 
from  these  unexampled  proceedings. 

Xeed  it  be  told  that  Cheetham  rose  with  the  occasion,  and 
surpassed  himself?  The  fables  he  invented  during  the  month 
following  the  duel  have  not  been  excelled  since  the  love  of 
scandal  was  implanted  in  the  heart  of  man.  Three  of  Burros 
myrmidons,  he  said,  had  sat  day  and  night,  ransacking  news- 
papers for  the  grounds  of  a  challenge,  and  had  borne  Dr. 
Cooper's  letter  to  their  chief,  exulting!  Burr,  he  continued, 
had  learned  from  a  paragraph  in  the  Chronide^  published  ten 
days  before  the  duel,  that  a  girl  in  England,  who  had  been 
Bliot  in  the  breast,  had  escaped  unharmed  from  the  bulleVs 
striking  upon  a  silk  handkerchief.  Whereupon,  says  Cheet- 
ham, the  valorous  colonel  orders  a  suit  of  silk  clothes  to  fight  in, 
and  went  to  the  field  in  an  impenetrable  panoply  of  silk.  No, 
replied  the  Chronicle^  his  coat  was  ofbombazine,  and  his  pant- 
aloons of  cotton.  Cheetham  then  called  upon  "  the  ingenious 
and  philosophical  Peter  Irving,"  to  favor  the  public  with  a 
disquisition  upon  the  nature  of  bombazine,  and,  meanwhile, 
inf<>nns  them  that  its  woof  is  of  silk,  and  its  warp  of  mohair. 
A  discussion  on  the  fabric  of  the  waistcoast  runs  through  a 
few  numbers  of  each  paper.  Cheetham  further  averred  that 
while  Hamilton  lay  dying,  surrounded  by  his  agonized  family. 
Burr  sat  at  table  with  his  myrmidons  drinking  wine,  and  jocu- 
kirly  apologizing  to  them  for  not  having  shot  his  antagonist 
through  the  heart.  Another  of  his  inventions  was,  that  Colo- 
nel Burr  had,  for  three  months,  been  at  daily  })ractice  with 
the  pistol,  and  had  passed  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  July, 
before  going  to  the  banquet  of  the  Cincinnati,  in  shooting  at 
a  mark  in  the  gi'ounds  of  Richmond  Hill.  The  truth  was, 
that  Colonel  Buit  was  inexpert  with  the  i)istol  from  want  of 
practice.  He  was  a  fair  shot,  because  he  was  fearless  and 
self-possessed.     A  great  shot  ho  never  was. 

Such  vitality  may  there  be  in  lies  planted  at  the  right  mo- 
ment in  the  right  place,  and  in  the  right  manner,  that  these 
foolish  tales  have  still  a  certain  currency  in  the  United  States. 
Many  old  Federalists  and  Clintouians  believe  them,  and  think 
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It  ignorance  in  one  who  docs  not.    A  poem,  dongned  tot 

Hamilton's  monument,  written  a  few  months  after  the  dnd, 

Bpeaks 

"  Of  persecuted  greatnen,  that  proToked 
The  practiced  aim  of  Infamy, ^ 

All  but  the  most  devoted  friends  of  Barr  were  overawed 
by  the  storm  of  popular  indignation  thns  shamelessly  stimn- 
lated.  For  two  weeks,  even  the  Chronide  was  nearly  nlenU 
Then  a  sliort  series  of  articles  appeared  palliating  and  excus- 
ing Burr's  conduct.  A  pamphlet,  signed  ^Lysander,**  was 
published  in  August,  with  the  same  object.  There  was  a 
slight  reaction,  after  the  iirst  month  ;  and,  gradually,  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  extreme  Republicans  came  to  regard 
with  a  certnin  complacency  the  man  who  had  removed  the 
great  Federalist  from  the  political  field.  In  the  Far  West, 
and  in  some  parts  of  the  South,  Burr  gained  a  positive  in- 
crease of  popularity  by  the  duel.  But  in  the  States  where 
his  (rhict*  strength  had  lain,  and  from  which  he  may  have 
hoped  for  future  support  against  the  Virginians,  he  sunk  to  a 
deeper  deep  of  unpopularity  than  any  American  citizen  has 
reached  since  Benedict  Arnohi's  treason  amazed  the  strug- 
gling natiun. 

This  duel  had  the  good  effect  of  rousing  the  public  mind  of 
the  free  States  to  a  sense  of  the  exocrableness  of  the  pr.ictice 
of  dueling.  General  C.  C.  l^inckney,  Vice-President  of  the 
Cincinnati,  proposed  to  the  New  York  division,  that  the  so- 
ciety should  thenceforth  set  tlieir  faces  resolutely  against  the 
practice.  The  legislature  was  memorialized  for  more  string- 
ent laws  upon  the  subject,  and  the  clergy  were  besought  to 
denounce  the  murderous  custom  from  the  pulpit.  A  large 
number  of  them  did  so,  among  whom  was  Samuel  Spring,  of 
Newburyport,  Hurr's  college  friend,  and  fellow-adventurer  at 
Quebec.  Dr.  Nott,  then  pastor  of  a  Presbyterian  church  in 
Albany,  now  the  venerable  President  of  Union  College,  made 
tlie  fall  of  Hamilton  tlie  subject  of  a  sermon,  which  is  still 
justly  celebrated.  As  the  strongest  expression  of  feeling 
which  the  event  elicited,  I  append  here  its  concluding  pas- 
sages: 
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"  Guilty,  absurd,  andratli,  as  diic1in<r  is,  it  liiis  ils  advo- 
t'ules.  And  had  it  not  had  its  ndvocntes  —  had  not  a  strange 
]>ri']ioiid(ii'unc-o  ol'  ti])iiiioi)  been  in  favor  of  it,  never,  O  lameiit- 
aUv  JliimiUoTi  I  badst  thou  ihiia  (iiUon,  in  tlie  midst  of  thy 
diiys,  and  beture  tlioii  hadst  reailied  llit  zenitti  of  tliy  gloiy ! 

"  O  tliat  I  |>osses8td  the  liilont  of  euloiry,  and  that  1  miglit 
Ih-  permitted  to  indulge  the  tetiderni'ss  of  friendship  in  paying 
the  last  triliiite  to  his  memory  1  O  that  I  were  capable  of 
phieitig  this  gieat  man  hefme  yi^ii !  Could  I  do  this,  I  should 
furnish  you  with  an  ar<rummit,  the  most  praetical,  the  most 
phiin,  tlie  most  convitn'ing,  cveejit  that  drawn  from  tile  nian- 
(lalt!  of  God,  that  was  evei-  fm'nisht.'d  against  diicHug,  that 
Iiorvtd  practice,  whicli  has  in  an  awful  moment  robbed  the 
world  of  Buch  exulted  worth.  *  *  * 

"I  know  he  had  his  failinjrs.  I  see  on  the  pk-tm-e  of  hia 
life,  a  picture  rendered  awful  by  jireainess,  and  luminous  by 
virtue,  some  dark  shades.  On  these  let  the  tear  that  jiitiea 
liiiman  weakness  lall ;  on  these  Id  the  vail  which  covers  human 
frailty  rest.  As  a  hero,  a*  a  stati'-man,  as  a  patriot,  he  lived 
nobly :  and  would  to  God  I  could  add,  he  nobly  li-ll. 

"  Unwilling  to  admit  his  error  in  tliis  rcspccl,  I  po  back  to 
the  period  of  discussion.  I  see  hiiu  resisting  the  thrcateuinl 
interview.  I  imagine  niysi'lf  present  in  his  chamber.  Various 
reasonii,  for  a  time,  seem  to  hold  his  dctermiuutiou  in  arrest. 
VaiioHs  and  moving  objects  pass  belorc  liim,  and  speak  a  di»- 
4119111  ve  language. 

"Ilis  country,  which  may  need  his  counsels  to  guide,  and 
hia  aim  to  defend,  uitei-s  her  ci^to.  The  partner  of  his  youth, 
alre.atly  covered  with  weeds,  and  whose  tt^ars  How  down  into 
her  boaom,  intercedes!  Ills  luibes,  stretching  out  their  little 
Iiandii  and  pointing  to  a  weeping  mother,  with  lisping  elo- 
quence, bm  eloquence  wliich  reaches  a  i^ront's  heai-t,  ery  out, 
* Stiiy,  stay,  d<>ai-  papa,  and  live  for  us!'  In  the  mean  tiino 
ttie  Hpeeter  of  a  fallen  son,  pale  and  ghastly,  approaches,  opens 
Ills  bleeding  boMmi,  and,  as  the  harbiuger  of  <U'alh,  points  to 
the  yawning  tomb,  and  warns  a  hoitating  father  of  the 
tiMae. 

**  IIg  psiucfl.    Reviews  these  oad  objects :  and  reasons  on 
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the  Buhject.  I  adtnira  his  mapMainiitj.  I  i|iproTe  fcii  ra^ 
soning,  nnd  I  wail  to  hear  him  reject  widi  indlgnttioo  the  mth 
dtroits  pi'opoxitian,  and  to  we  him  spnin  from  bi>  prewooa  the 
pi-csiiRipttioiifl  bearer  of  iC 

"  But  I  wait  in  vun.  It  was  a  mom«nt  in  whkfa  hit  giMt 
wisdom  IbfBook  liim.  A  moment  in  whidi  MamiiKm  wm  not 
himself. 

"He  yitlilfd  to  the  force  of  an  imperions 
yietding,  he  sacriffcedalifiiinirhiobalf  badi 
he  is  lost  —  loflt  to  hit  Arnily — loatto tta. 

*'  For  this  act,  beeanw  he  disdaimed  it,  and  VM  paakail^I 
forfjire  him.    But  there  are  those  iriiom  I  obb  not  fccglw. 

"  I  mean  not  his  antagoniM,  over 
tliere  be  tears  in  heaven,  a  picas 
weeps.  It*  he  is  capable  of  feeling,  he  stdRin  ahnady -d  Hat 
bumunity  can  suffer:  saffers,  and,  wherever  be  maj  flji^vH 
ttnfTur,  witli  the  poignant  recollection  of  having  taken  the  Mb 
of  one  who  was  too  magnnoimous  in  return  to  attempt  hit 
own.  Had  lie  but  known  thb,  it  mast  have  paralysed  his 
arm  while  it  pointed  at  so  incorruptible  a  boeom  the  instra- 
mont  of  death.  Does  he  know  this  now  P  his  heart,  if  it  he 
not  adamant,  must  soflen ;  if  it  be  not  ice,  it  mnst  melt.— 
But  on  this  artidc  I  Ibrbear.  Stained  with  blood  as  be  ii^  it 
he  be  penitent  I  forgive  him  ;  and  if  he  be  not,  before  tlwM 
altam,  wliere  all  of  us  appear  as  supplisntu,  T  wish  not  to  ex- 
cite your  vetigeaiice,  but  i-athfr,  in  behalf  of  an  ol^eet  rat- 
dered  wretelied  and  jiitiablu  by  crime,  to  wake  your  pmjem 

"  All !  ye  tragic  shores  of  lloboken,  crimsoned  wftb  tkt 
riclieist  blood,  I  tremble  at  the  crimes  yoa  record  Kgainat  i^ 
the  animal  register  of  murders  wltiuh  rou  keep  and  eesd  9f 
to  God  !  Place  of  inhnman  cruelty  I  beyond  the  limits  ef 
reasot),  of  duty,  and  of  religion,  ^here  man  assumes  a  mon- 
liiirbai'uuK  nature,  and  ceaiies  to  bo  man.  What  poignant, 
lingering  sorrows  do  thy  lawless  conibsta  ocowton  to  suni^ 
iog  relatives! 

"  Ye  who  have  hearts  of  pity,  ye  who  have  expeiienoed  the 
angnish  of  dissaving  fiiendsldp^  vho  have  w^l,  and  MS 
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weop,  over  the  moldering  ruins  of  departed  kindred,  ye  can 
enter  into  this  reflection." 

Not  in  vatn  did  these  words  ring  out  with  such  emphasis 
from  that  Albany  pulpit.  The  sermon  was  widely  circulated 
and  reached  the  national  conscience.  Since  that  day,  no  man, 
in  the  civilized  States  of  this  Union,  has  fought  a  duel  without 
Ihlling  in  the  esteem  of  his  countrymen.  The  custom  is  now 
abolished  in  tliose  States,  never  to  be  revived. 

A  few  months  atler  the  duel,  the  St.  Andrew's  Society  of 
New  York  erected  upon  the  spot  where  Hamilton,  their  presi- 
dent, fell,  a  marble  monument,  and  surrounded  it  with  an  iron 
railing.  For  many  years,  while  the  monument  stood,  the 
place  was  visited  by  thousands  of  people  in  the  course  of 
every  summer.  It  was  never  known  by  what  irreverent 
hands  the  railing  was  first  broken  down,  and  the  whole  struct- 
ure gradually  removed  ;  but,  for  thirty  years  past,  no  trace 
of  the  monument  has  existed  on  the  ground  which  it  com- 
memorated. The  slab  which  bore  the  inscription  was  pre- 
■erved,  until  very  recently,  in  an  out-house  of  the  mansion 
where  resides  the  historical  family  who  are  proprietors  of  the 
spot.  But,  upon  searching  for  it,  two  yeara  ago,  the  steward 
of  the  estate  discovered  that  even  that  last  relic  had  disap- 
peared in  the  same  mysterious  manner  as  the  rest.  At  pres- 
ent there  is  not  so  much  as  a  path  leading  to  the  scene  of  the 
duel,  and  no  one  can  find  it,  among  those  tangled  and  pre- 
eij^toua  heights,  without  a  guide. 
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Bri:R>  v'oNurcT  Am'.u  Tire  Dukl — Anfcpotb  — Burr's  Flioiit  — Cumsioikjkk  Ttri- 
ton'h  NAunviivi:  —  HrKB  Kmkakka  skoreti.y  kok  St.  Simon's  —  IIin  ItKccmox  axd 

]:f>.II»KN<  K  llirUK— r»ANgi'KT   AT    PkTKKMHCRO  —  ClIKRRKD    AT  TUB     TUEATKR  — IIB 

IwKu-KN  TO  Wasiiinutun  —  H ic  Pkkpiuh»  AT  tiir  Trial  OK  JriMiB  Chack —  lli»  llto- 

Sll  KNT  rARr.WtLL  TO  THE  SkNATE — Ilu  PECU:<IARY  CO5DITI0X. 

Ox  tlio  morninij^  of  the  duel  it  clmnced  that  oue  of  Burr'a 
cousins  arrived  in  town  from  Connecticut,  and  made  his  way, 
about  eiirht  o'clock,  to  Itichmond  Hill.  Alexi:*,  the  factotum 
of  tlie  ('sta])lihl)rnent,  oheyod  his  summons  at  the  door,  and 
showed  liirii  into  the  li])raiy,  where  he  fouiul  Colonel  IJurr, 
alone,  and  eiiLra^etl  in  Ids  usual  avocations.  Burr  received  liis 
youii<4  lehilive  cordially,  an«l,  in  every  resj»ect,  as  usual. 
Neither  in  his  niainier  nor  in  his  ctmversation  was  there  anv 
evidence  ol' excitement  or  concern,  nor  anv  thinjx  whatever  to 
atli.'U'l  the  n(^tic^}  of  his  ouest.  Except  the  master  of  the 
liouse,  not  a  soul  in  Hiclnnoinl  Hill  vet  knew  au^ht  of  that 
morning's  work  ;  nor  indeed  could  it  he  s;iid,  in  any  .'^•nse  of 
the  word,  that  tlu^  nuister  himself  A'//^?c  what  ho  had  dime. 

In  a  few  minutes  breakfast  was  announced,  and  the  two 
^rnll(Mnen  went  to  the  dining-room  and  breakfasted  together. 
The  conversation  was  still  quite  in  the  ordinary  strain,  l»urr 
in<iuirins;  after  friends  in  the  countrv,  and  the  vouth  i'i\in!X 
the  information  sought.  After  breakfast,  the  j;:ue8t  bade  his 
host  i^ood-morniui^,  an<]  strolh'd  otf  toward  tlie  city,  which  hv 
rea(he<l  about  ten  o'clock.  As  he  walketl  down  l>roadwav, 
lie  firicicil  he  observed  in  j)assersd)y  tl)c  sii^ns  that  soinethiui; 
extr.'ioidinary  ha<l  occurred  or  was  ex[)ected.  Xear  Wall- 
street,  an  ac<jnaint:ince  rushed  u]>  to  him,  breathless,  and  s;n»l, 

*' Colonel  J>urr  has  kiiltMl  (i(.neral  Hamilton  in  a  duel  thia 
mornintr."' 
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"  Why  no  be  hasn't,"  replied  the  young  gentleman,  with 
the  utmost  positiveness,  "I  have  just  come  from  there  and 
taken  breakfast  with  him." 

"  But,"  replied  the  other,  "  I  have  this  moment  seen  the 
Dews  on  the  bulletin." 

The  cousin,  reflecting  for  a  moment  on  the  absolute  serenity 
f  Burr's  manner,  and  concluding  that  he  would  certainly 
have  mentioned  so  interesting  an  occurrence  if  it  had  taken 
place,  was  still  utterly  incredulous,  and,  denouncing  the  report 
a.i  iiilse,  went  on  his  way.  Before  turning  into  Wall-street,  he 
found  the  whole  city  astir,  and  soon  had  reason  to  suspect 
that  the  bulletin  was  only  too  true.  So  completely  could  Burr 
command  his  features  and  conceal  his  feelings. 

Colonel  Burr  remained  at  or  near  Richmond  Hill  for  eleven 
days  after  the  duel.  He  was  wholly  unprepared  for  the  excite- 
ment that  arose.  It  never,  before  the  duel,  seemed  once  to 
Lave  occurred  to  him  that  the  public,  which  had  seen  with 
comparative  indifference  so  many  sanguinary  conflicts  of  the 
kind,  would  discover  any  thing  extraordinary  in  this  one, 
whatever  migiit  be  its  result.  He  supposed,  and  had  good 
reason  to  suppose,  that,  on  the  day  before  the  duel,  he  was  a 
more  popular  and  a  more  important  man  than  Hamilton. 
Was  he  not  Vice-President  ?  Had  he  not  just  been  voted  for 
by  a  majority  of  the  freeholders  of  the  city,  in  spite  of  Hamil- 
ton's most  strenuous  exertions  ?  Yet,  the  day  after  the  duel, 
the  dying  Hamilton  ha<i  the  heartfelt  sympathy  of  every  crea- 
ture in  the  town,  and  Burr  began  to  be  regarded  with  abhor- 
rence. "  No  one,"  said  embittered  John  Adams,  "  wished  to 
get  rid  of  Hamilton  in  that  way." 

Soon  after  Hamilton  died.  Burr  found  it  would  be  best  for 
liim  to  retire  awhile  from  the  scene  of  excitement.  On  Fri- 
day, he  wrote  thus  to  his  son-in-law :  "  General  Hamilton  died 
yesterday.  The  malignant  Federalists  or  Tories,  an<l  the  em- 
bittered Clintonians,  unite  in  endeavoring  to  excite  public 
Bympathy  in  his  iiivor,  and  indignation  against  his  antagonist. 
Thousands  of  absurd  falsehoods  are  circulated  with  industry. 
The  most  illiberal  means  are  practiced  in  order  to  produce  ex« 
citementi  and,  for  the  moment,  with  effect. 
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''  I  propose  leaving  to\iii  for  a  few  days,  and  mediiato  also  9 
journey  of  some  weeks,  but  whither  is  not  resolved." 

A  wc'ok  later,  he  wrote  to  the  same  person,  that  the  duel 
liad  (Irivon  him  into  a  sort  of  exile,  and  might  terminate  in  an 
actual  and  permanent  ostracism.  "Our  most  unprincipled 
Jacobins,"  he  continued,  ^^are  the  loudest  in  their  lamenta- 
tions lor  the  death  of  General  Hamilton,  whom,  for  many 
years,  they  have  uniformly  represented  as  the  most  detesitable 
and  ini])rinc-ipled  of  men  —  the  motives  are  obvious.  Every 
sort  of  persecution  is  to  be  exercised  against  me.  A  coroner's 
jury  will  sit  this  evening,  being  the  fourth  time.  The  object 
of  this  unexampled  measure  is  to  obtain  an  inquest  of  murder. 
U]H)n  this  a  warrant  will  be  issued  to  apprehend  me,  and,  if  I 
should  be  taken,  no  bail  would  probably  be  allowed.  Yoa 
know  enough  of  the  temper  and  princi|j)c!»  oLthe  generality 
of  the  oflicers  of  our  State  government  tiiform  a  judgment 
of  my  position. 

"Tlie  statement  (by  Van  Ness)  in  the  Morning  Chi'oniele 
was  not  submitted  to  my  perusal,  I  being  absent  at  the  time  of 
the  publication.  Several  circumstances  not  very  favorable  to 
the  dectsised  are  suppressed  ;  I  ])resuine,  from  holy  reverence 
for  the  <lead.  I  am  waiting  the  rejiort  of  this  jury ;  when 
that  is  known,  you  shall  be  advised  of  my  movements." 

On  Satinday  evening  (July  '21st),  a  barge  lay  oil*  a  little 
wharf  behiml  Uiclimond  Hill.  At  ten  o'clock,  Burr,  sur 
rounded  by  a  ])arty  of  his  friends,  lefl  his  residence,  and 
walked  down  to  the  river.  The  barge  canu;  alongside,  when 
JJurr,  accompanied  by  his  unswerving  friend  Swart  wont,  and 
a  favorite  servant,  stepj>ed  on  boanl.  The  boat  was  imme- 
diately pushed  olf,  and  its  prow  turned  down  the  river.  All 
night  tlu^  bargemen  plied  their  oars,  while  Burr  and  his  com- 
panion lay  in  the  stern,  and,  at  intervals,  slejit.  By  nine 
o'rloek  on  Sunday  morning  the  boat  was  oppt)site  tlie  lawn 
of  C'oniniodort;  Truxton's  residence  at  Pertii  Amboy,  in  New 
Jii-^ey.  What  ott-inretl  there  was  related  by  tht-  gallant 
coMunodon^  hini>i>it'  in  a  hater,  which  w:is  ]>ubiished  in  the 
J'Jrf.fif/if/  Pnst  a  I't.'W  davs  after. 

*M)n  Smulay  morning,''  wrote  Commodore  Truxton, '*  bo* 
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twecn  the  hours  of  nine  and  ton  o'clock,  I  was  engaged  in  my 
Rtiidv,  when  a  servant  came  and  said  a  jjcntleman  wanted  to 
see  me.  Supposing  it  to  be  one  of  my  neighbors,  I  desired 
him  to  ask  the  gentleman  to  be  seated  in  the  drawing-room 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  I  would  wait  n[)on  him.  Soon  after 
Mrs.  Truxton  came  in,  and  tohl  me  it  was  the  Vice-President. 
I  immediately  went  down  staii^s,  and  a  negro  boy  walked  up 
to  me,  whom  I  did  not  at  that  moment  recognize ;  lie  said 
that  Colonel  Burr  was  in  a  boat,  and  wished  to  see  me.  I 
went  out,  and  discovered  the  W'lt  tliat  landed  the  bov  hiviuff 
off  at  a  short  di^^tance  from  the  shore,  and  the  bargemen  on 
their  oars,  keeping  a  position  opposite  to  my  landing-place. 

"As  soon  as  I  a])proached  near  enough  to  the  boat,  the 
Vice-President  and  mvself  exchamjed  salutations.  The  boat 
then  came  in,  when  he  landed  immiHliately,  as  did  Mr.  Swart- 
wout,  whom  he  introduced  me  to,  never  having  seen  that  gen- 
tleman before. 

"In  walking  up  to  my  house,  the  Vice-President  told  uie 
they  had  been  most  of  the  night  on  the  water,  an<l  a  dish 
of  good  coftee  would  not  come  amiss.  I  told  him  it  should  be 
furnished  with  pleasure.  As  soon  as  we  got  on  the  ])iazza,  I 
ordered  breakfast,  which  was  soon  ])repared,  as  the  equipage 
of  that  meal  was  not  yet  removed  below. 

"  After  breakf;ist,  Mr.  Swartwout  returned  to  New  York, 
and  the  Viee-Presi<U*nt  asked  me  if  horses  were  to  be  pro- 
cured to  take  him  on  his  journey  further  southward.  Not  be- 
lieving, as  it  was  Sunday  (an<l  as  I  was  atlerward  informe<l), 
that  he  could  be  accommodated  with  convenience  in  this  re- 
Bpf?ct,  I  told  him  frt>,  and  that  he  must  content  himself  where 
he  was.  On  Monday  morning,  however,  I  ordered  uj)  my  own 
liorses  and  carriage,  and  took  him  to  Cranberry,  about  twenty 
miles  from  this  place,  where  he  hired  a  carriage  and  horses  to 
proceed  with  him  to  the  Delaware,  and  I  returned  home. 
During  the  time  Colonel  Burr  was  with  nie,  but  little  was 
iKXid  of  the  duel ;  delicacy  on  his  part,  as  well  as  mine, 
prevented  such  conversation,  lie  appeared  to  me  to  feel 
much  wore  sorrow  and  regret  than  I  have  observe<l  in  any 
otlier  person  on   the  occasion,  though   I   have   seen    many 
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who  expressed  unfyg^ied  regr«t,MtiX'wM'OWtaibllnttlMrf 

felt  it.  ■  ■ 

"In  convci-satioo  I  took  an  opportaoitf  of  «lMerTiax  w^ 
own  foL-liiigs  on  the  salyeot,  and  tiiai  Gaaeral  HimilUn  I M4 
esteemed  as  an  invalaablo  friend,  irtitwniin,  and  uldMr;,  IM 
as  a  politician,  I  admired  bint  alwaji,  ud,  ia  &at,  loved  U* 
an  a  brotlicr.  Then  expreBNons  vera  maids  nthtr  iBTabv 
tarily,  and  I  was  sorry  I  made  them,  aa  thaj  enited  an  i» 
creased  emotion  in  tlie  brea4  of  CSoloool  Boit,  whidi  «B^> 
not  to  liave  been  made  by  me,  but  it  aeemed  aqaraidaUai '  I 
added,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  had,  and  alwajra  had,  as  «kr 
feigned  nnd  sincere  regard  for  ColotMl  Brit,  uid  thak.  whla-I 
regretted  the  post  event,  I  at  the  nme  tima  gaw  btm  a  baartf : 
welcome,  as  I  ehonid  have  done  Oeaaral  Hamjltoo,  bad  ilhfc 
late  of  their  interviev  been  revened,  and  ha  bad  mad*  aw«i 
visit.  I  imvc  talicn  dmo  and  pains  to  reotrflAot  and  tilatr^  m 
nearly  verb.itiin  .is  possible,  every  material  ezpreaiioB  iMitila 
suhJL'ct,  introduced  in  consequence  of  the  unfortanata  oala^ 
ti'ophe,  or  that  jmssod  between  iis  ;  and  hope  it  will  i»«veat 
any  further  in  is  le  presentation,  at  least  as  ttir  as  you  can  pf^ 
vent  it. 

"  Tlie  difference  of  these  two  gents'  political  opiniom,  I 
could  not  but  know;  but  notwithstanding  thin  difference,! 
hail  oHeti  met  them  together  when  the  demon  of  di«cord,  ia 
no  iiislance,  excited  an  expression  or  gesture  in  thu  one  that 
could  disturb  the  liarmonioiis  fieelings  of  the  other.  But  I  al- 
ways observed  in  bt)th  a  disposition  when  together  to  make 
time  agreeable,  according  to  the  end  intended  by  such  meet 
ingx  in  society,  at  the  houses  of  each  other,  and  of  fnenda 
and  it  was  never,  until  the  iinhaj)py  afiiiir  of  a  duel  waa  an 
nouiiced  here,  lli.it  I  could  have  believed  snoh  a  baaioeaa  wa 
in  eontemjilation  between  those  gentlemen. 

"  N'o  man,  Mr,  can  liimeiit  tliis  sad  event  more  unoerely  than 
I  do ;  and  particularly  since  I  have  examined  the  correnpond- 
cnce  and  other  |>;)pL>i-:4  on  the  subject.  But  let  the  melan- 
choly lesson  teaeli  the  inconsiderate  that  while  any  gentlMnaa 
may  express  his  opinion  of  men  and  things  oa  he  plmsna, 
whether  by  letter  or  otherwise,  under  hit  own  r> 
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that  he  should  be  cantions  how  he  impHcates  or  commits 
others ;  who  in  good  faith,  perhaps,  and  in  private  conversa- 
tion, communicate  sentiments  never  intended  for  tlie  public 
ear.  That  such  conversations  daily  happen  among  gentlemen, 
there  can  be  no  doubt ;  but  for  the  honor  of  society,  they  are 
but  seldom  promulgated  to  the  world  without  permission,  or 
by  some  uncommon  accident." 

From  Cranberry,  Colonel  Burr  was  conveyed  in  a  light 
wagon  to  the  ferry  at  Bristol,  whence  he  crossed  into  Penn- 
sylvania, and  so,  by  back  roads,  made  his  way,  incog.^  to  Phil- 
adelphia. News  traveled  slowly  at  that  day.  At  a  taveni  in 
Pennsylvania,  the  landlord,  who  knew  the  fugitive,  accosted 
him  by  name,  but  was  immediately  silenced,  and  put  on  his 
guard.  Burr  found  that  the  duel,  which  had  been  fought 
thirteen  days  before,  had  not  yet  been  heard  of  in  the  village. 
Reaching  Philadelphia  in  safety,  he  was  welcomed  to  the 
house  of  his  old  friend,  Dallas,  and,  at  once,  appeared  in  the 
streets,  on  foot  and  on  horseback,  exactly  as  if  nothing  was 
the  matter ;  or,  to  use  the  language  of  the  Trenton  Federal- 
ist^ "  he  had  the  hardihood  to  show  himself  in  the  streets." 
A  slight  indisposition  having  withdrawn  him  from  public  ob- 
sen'ation,  for  a  day  or  two,  he  was  re))orted  to  be  danger- 
ously sick.  "  What !"  exclaimed  the  ])ions  Cheetham,  "  has 
the  vengeance  of  God  overtaken  him  so  soon  ?" 

The  last  days  of  July  wore  away,  and  Burr  was  still  wait- 
ing to  hear  the  result  of  the  coroner's  inquest.  This  was  not 
rendered  till  the  2d  of  August,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
John  Swartwout  immediately  dispatched  an  express  to  Van 
Ness  who  was  secreted  in  the  countrv,  and  to  Burr  at  Phila- 
delphia.  He  added,  that  the  excitement  was  subsitliiig  in  New 
York,  and  that  Burr's  old  friends  were  '*  rapidly  traveling  back 
to  1800.  Governor  Lewis,"  he  said,  "  sj)eaks  of  the  proceetl- 
ings  openly  as  disgraceful,  illiberal,  and  ungentleinanly.  In 
short,  a  little  more  noise  on  their  side,  and  a  little  further 
magnanimity  on  ours,  is  all  that  is  necessary.  In  all  this 
bustle,  judicious  men  see  nothing  but  the  workings  of  the 
meanest  passions." 

Warrants  were  immediately  issued  for  the  arrest  of  the 

10* 
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principal  and  th«  two  seoonda.   Borr  Ibrenv'tluil,  Intba-'ptli^ 

ent  Btate  of  the  public  mind,  C^enior  Levto  worid  be  wii^ 
pi-lled  to  demand  bia  Bnrrender  from  th«  Gorenn-  of  PiM 
sylvania,  who  woald  be  obliged  to  order  hia  armt  Id  tkb 
extremity,  he  offered  to  anrrender  on  oMdition  of  raoamng  A 
guaranty  that  he  shonld  be  releued  on  bftil.  Tbaa  aonld  Ht 
be.  In  tlic  midst  of  a  pleasant  renewal  of  bb  flirteUoM  wfdi 
Celeste,  whicli  promiBod  now  to  have  a  lerioM  JMue^  tm  «■ 
compelled  to  make  preparations  for  an  immedisCe  flight.  **Jf 
any  malo  friend  of  yonrs,"  he  wrote  to  bia  dangfatar,  **  abodd 
be  dying  of  ennui,  recommend  to  htm  to  engage  in  a  dnel  ad 
a  courtship  at  the  same  time."  He'talla  her  that  tb*  HcrriM 
afloat  in  the  piipefa  of  attempts  to  assasaJHtto  Um  anflll 
£ibles.  "  ThoHc  who  wish  ne  dead  preftr  to  keep  at  a'  vaqr 
rcBpcctfiil  ilislanco." 

Had  he  no  fueling,  then  f  IMd  he  not  deplore  the  duwctie 
ruin  which  the  duel  had  caused  f  The  reader  who  denrea  to 
be  as  juKt  to  an  execrated  as  to  an  honored  name,  will  gire 
due  weight  to  the  circumstances  of  the  man.  Before  the 
better  feelings  of  the  heart  had  time  to  wake,  he  became  him- 
Aeif  an  object  of  what  he  thought  persecution,  and  perBecn- 
tion  set  on  foot  by  political  enemies  for  party  pnrposee.  Even 
John  Adams  thought  that  the  prodigious  demonstratioBi  of 
respect  and  sorrow  which  the  death  of  Hamilton  elidted,  were 
paid  to  the  Federalist  more  than  to  the  man.  It  waa,  more- 
ovci',  one  of  the  ruling  principles  of  Buit'b  life,  inculcated  by 
word  and  example,  to  make  little  of  life's  miseries,  and  mnrii 
of  its  ])leasnres.  The  man  who  made  that  wife  a  widow,  and 
those  cliildi'en  fatherless,  was  not,  as  he  thought,  Aaron  Burr, 
but  Alexander  Hamilton ;  and  if  a  similar  or  equal  bereave- 
ment had  occurred  to  himself,  he  would  have  accepted  the 
inevitable  stroke,  and  gone  on  hia  way  silent  and  compoeed. 
Ue  always  made  U<;ht  of  such  unavoidable  calamitiea  as  death. 
A  letter  which  he  wrote  during  one  of  the  yellow-fever  period! 
in  Sew  York,  began  like  this :  "  Wo  die  reasonably  fiut. 
Mrs.  Jones  died  last  night;  but  then  Mrs.  Smith  had  twina 
this  morning ;  so  the  account  is  even,"    This  soldierly  haiid- 
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ness  of  character  ho  cultivated,  and  rccommendod,  and,  per- 
haps, sometimes  affected. 

The  charitable  mind  tliat  reflects  upon  tliis  duel  will  curse 
anew  that  wretched  system  of  morals  wlHch  puts  Honor  for 
Honesty,  and  Pride  for  Principle ;  but  will  not  too  severely 
condemn  the  man  who,  in  common  with  thousands  of  the  bright- 
est spirits  of  his  time  and  country,  received  that  system  for 
lack  of  a  better,  and  lived  up  to  it — to  his  ruin. 

About  the  middle  of  August,  Colonel  Burr,  accompanied 
by  Samuel  Swartwout  (a  younger  brother  of  the  indomitable 
John),  and  attended  by  his  lavorite  slave,  Peter,  a  good- 
humored  blunderer  of  tifleen,  secretly  embarked  for  St.  Si- 
mon's, an  island  off  the  coast  of  Georgia,  then  Uie  residence  of 
a  few  wealthy  planters.  He  had  old  friends  upon  this  island, 
and  the  arrival  of  a  Vice-President  was  itself  an  event  to  ex- 
cite the  few  inhabitants  of  a  place  so  remote  from  tiie  great 
world.  He  was  welcomed,  on  his  arrival,  to  a  mansion  luxuri- 
ous and  hospitable,  and  the  resources  of  the  island  were 
placed  at  his  dispell.  He  was  serenaded  by  the  island's 
only  band  of  music.  He  saw  no  more  averted  faces  and  low- 
ering brows,  and  heard  no  more  muttered  execrations,  as  lie 
passed.  His  southern  friends,  he  found,  had  very  different 
feelings  with  regard  to  the  duel  from  the  people  at  the  North, 
and  the  society  of  St.  Simon's  bestowe<l  every  mark  of  consid- 
eration upon  him  that  hosj)itable  minds  could  suggest.  "  You 
have  no  idea,"  he  wrote  to  Theodosia,  "  of  the  zeal  and  ani- 
mation, of  the  intrepidity  and  frankness,  with  which  Major 
Butler  (his  host)  avowed  and  maintained  —  but  I  forgot  that 
this  letter  goes  to  Savannah  by  a  negro,  who  has  to  swim  half 
a  dozen  creeks,  in  one  of  which,  at  leasts  it  is  probable  he  may 
drown,  and  that,  if  he  escape  drowning,  various  other  acci- 
dents may  bring  it  to  you  through  the  news])apers,  an<l  then 
how  many  enemies  might  my  indiscretion  create  for  a  man  who 
had  the  sensibility  and  the  honor  to  feel  and  to  judge,  and  the 
firmness  to  avow  — ." 

After  a  month's  detention  at  St.  Simon's  by  the  devastations 
of  a  hurricane,  he  crossed  to  the  main  land,  and  made  his  way, 
"with  immense  difficulties,  traveling  four  hundred  miles  of  the 
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distance  in  an  open  oanoe,  to  bit  daaghtfli^  bmB'in  Sooth 
Carolina.  He  w.ih  almost  Uaok  from  uqtONn  wbao  ha  ••■ 
rtvcd.  Thc'oilosiu  had  pauioottelf  longod  for  hw  eomiii^ 
She  and  her  husband  were  devoted  to  faim,  bdiered  in  Urn 
oltorly,  aiid  saw  the  late  affiur  oalj  wiith  hia  Xfm.  Tm  da|« 
of  happy  repose,  and  cordial,  intimate  inf  nrnnnrw,  jiwnil  ta& 
swiftly.  Tlien  he  set  out  on  the  l(ng  laiMl>joattiey  to  WmI^ 
ington,  where  he  ivbb  resolved  to  BpfMsr  on  Ui*  MMuUingaf 
Congress,  and  perform  his  duty  aa  Prendiat  of  the  SmatA, 
J(  At  Petersburg,  in  Tii^nia,  Bnrr  was  wryriaed  bjrtbt 
warmth  of  his  reception.  Tlie  hot  RepnUio 
by  a  Mr.  O'Keefe,  renowned  for  Uie  fiiry  of  lua  ) 
of  liifl  tcnipcr  -{he  ailerward  fell  la  a  p<ditidal  dnal)  a 
demoiiatrntion  for  the  deatroyerof  tlie  aroli4be  wlii 
An  invitation  from  the  Bepabiican  rititmiil  ftf  thit  plaoo  to  a 
public,  dinner,  was  communicated  to  Burr  through  tbe  Bayoiv 
and  eouclicd  in  terms  audaoioualy  flattering,  and  intended  ta 
reflect  on  tlic  coiitmry  feeling  that  prevailed  in  the  norllteni 
States,  Hiirr  acwpti;d.  Tlie  diniiiT  was  attended  by  fifty  or 
Hiicly  Kcpiibiieans,  who  received,  toasted,  and  listened  to  tha 
Vice-l*rc8iilent  with  cnthiisiai^m.  Alter  dinner,  twenty  of  tha 
hilarioitH  Democrats  accompanied  liim  to  the  theater,  where 
the  audience  rose  at  his  enti'anee  and  cheered.  *'  Virgioia,'* 
he  wrote  to  his  dnugiitcr,  "  is  the  last  State,  and  Petersburg 
the  lust  town  in  the  Sbite,  in  which  I  abonld  have  expected 
any  open  mniks  of  liospitality  and  respect" 

While  these  Hcenea  were  iKinaing  in  Virginia,  two  other 
States  were  waiting  to  tiy  him  for  murder.  The  doel  having 
been  timght  in  New  Jersey,  c-eitain  Federalists  of  that  State 
succeeded,  three  nioinhH  iitU-r,  in  getting  Dr.  Mason,  one  of 
tlie  clei'frynicn  who  had  atteikded  Iliunilton,  to  give  testimony 
on  wliicli  to  found  an  indictment.  Burr  was  indicted  auoonl 
ingly.  In  New  Yorli,thc  evidence  had  been  given  by  Bishop 
Moure,  who  administered  the  communion  to  the  dying  man. 
But  for  those  two  clorgynion's  second-hand  testimony,  there 
would  never  have  existed  a  word  of  legal  evidence  that  the 
duel  liiul  been  fun^lil. 

On  reaching  Wualiinglou,  he  was  greeted  with  the  tidings 
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of  this  new  indictment.  "  You  have  doubtless  heard,"  he 
wrote  to  his  daughter,  "that  there  has  subsisted  for  some 
time  a  contention  of  a  very  singular  nature  betweiMi  the  two 
States  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  *  *  *  The  subject 
in  dispute  is,  which  shall  have  the  honor  of  hanging  the  Vice- 
President.  *  *  *  You  shall  have  due  notice  of  time  and 
place.  Whenever  it  may  be,  you  may  rely  on  a  great  con- 
coui*se  of  company,  much  gayety,  and  many  rare  sights." 

But  the  question  was  never  decided.  Commodore  Biddle 
and  Attorney-General  Dallas,  wrote  a  joint  letter  to  Governol^ 
Bloomfield  of  New  Jersey,  who  was  himself  a  particular  friend 
of  Burr's,  urging  him  not  to  prosecute.  The  leading  liepiib- 
lican  Senators  addressed  a  similar  letter  to  the  governor.  It 
was  soon  undei*stood,  that  though  nothing  favorable  to  Burr 
could  be  openly  done,  he  should  not  be  molested.  Among 
the  officials,  and  in  the  society  of  Washington,  during  his  lust 
winter  there,  he  was  received  with,  at  least,  as  much  consider- 
ation as  before.  The  President  seems  to  have  been  more  com- 
plainant than  usual.  He  gave  one  or  two  appointments  to 
Burr's  particular  friends,  this  winter.  General  Wilkinson  was 
made  governor  of  the  newly-acquired  territory  of  Louisiana, 
and  Dr.  Brown  secretary ;  the  latter  appointment  being  cer- 
tainly made  at  Burr's  request. 

For  the  exit  of  this  "  well-graced  actor"  from  the  drama  of 
public  life,  an  imposing  ])ageant  was  preparing.  The  Sen- 
ate, during  this  session,  w:is  to  try  Judge  Cliace,  who  had 
been  impeached  by  the  House  of  Representatives.  Chace 
was  a  Judge  of  the  Supn.*me  Court  of  the  United  States,  an 
able,  prejudiced,  arrogant  nnin,  who,  it  was  charged,  had 
l^rossly  abused  the  authority  of  the  bench  in  certain  politi<*nl 
trials.  The  impeachment  created  an  intense  interest,  and  the 
trial  attracted  a  concourse  of  people  to  Washington.  Under 
the  direction  of  the  Vice-President,  the  Senate  Chamber  was 
fitted  up  in  superb  style,  with  seats  and  subdivisions  for  all  the 
dignitaries  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  for  foreign  embassadors 
and  spectators.  The  Senators,  as  jtidges  of  this  \\\\x}\  court, 
were  placed  in  a  gran<l  semicircle,  on  each  side  of  the  Vice- 
President,  an  awful  array  of  judicial  authority.     Temporary 


galleries  were  erected,  and  dr^)«d  irith  Ubv  dotii,' {Wrt  of 
wh'ush  the  Yic^-Prerident,  with  hia  nsnd  pittaiTjf  ^po* 
priat(;d  to  the  ladie*.  The  soene  prftaented,  while  Am  tiU 
was  in  progress,  aa  described  minotelr  in  ttw  p*pan  of  tti 
day,  must  have  been  extremely  rtriking. 

The  trial  began  on  the  4th  of  FebniiiT',  kad  ended,  la  a 
verdict  of  acquittal,  on  the  lat  of  March.  Tfa*  digtuty,  tiN 
grace,  the  faimes!),  the  prompt,  intelligent  decUon  with  l"  ' 
the  Vice-President  presided  over  the  angnrt  oowt,  a 
pi-aise  even  from  his  enemies.  "  He  eondneted  ti 
a  newspaper  of  the  day,  "  with  the  dignity  and  in 
of  an  angel,  but  with  the  rigor  of  s  devil."  Tlure  was  a  rii-  ■ 
iiig  tide  of  reaction  in  his  fitvor,  during  the  dioitBg  daya  «f 
his  public  lite,  which,  taken  at  the  flood,  might  have  lad.  If  Mt 
to  turimic,  yet  to  an  endurable  eziitanoe  among  hia  wmMrf* 

Tlic  day  after  the  oonclnsion  of  the  trial,  the  YiofrPreiMeai 
took  formal  leave  of  the  Senate,  in  a  speech  wlituh  produoejl 
an  unexpfwted  and  profound  sensation,  I  find  an  iinperftot 
report  of  it  copied  into  Federal  and  Republican  papen  of  the 
time,  and  in  n  monthly  mngazine  piiblinhod  in  Ifew  York.  It 
apj>cared,  also,  in  European  papers,  both  En^ish  and  oooti- 
iieiital ;  for  the  late  eventx  had  m.ide  the  names  of  Hamiltoa 
Ruil  Burr  familiar  to  the  whole  world.  The  Waakingtan 
JHeditndist  gave  the  original  report,  which  was  prepared,  at 
the  editor's  rcqacst,  by  an  unknown  hand.  The  fbUowing  It 
a  cojjy : 

"On  Saturday,  tlio  2d  of  March,  1805,"  began  the' repoiUr, 
*' Mr.  Burr  took  le.ive  of  the  Senate.  Tliia  was  done  at  a 
time  when  the  dooi-s  were  closed ;  the  Senate  being  engaged  in 
executive  business,  and,  of  voui-se,  there  were  no  spectatorsi 
It  is,  however,  said  to  bo  the  most  dignified,  sublime,  and  im- 
pressive that  ever  was  uttered  ;  and  the  effect  whiuh  it  pro- 
duced jiistitios  these  epitlicts.  I  will  give  you  the  best  aoooant 
I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  from  the  relation  of  several  Sena- 
tors, OA  well  Federal  as  lie]inblican. 

"  Mr.  Burr  began  by  saying  that  he  had  intended  to  (Mse 
flie  day  with  them,  but  the  increase  of  a  alight  ii 
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had  determined  him  then  to  take  leave  of  them.  He  touched 
liglilly  on  some  of  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  and  rec- 
ommended, in  one  or  two  points,  alterations,  of  which  he 
briefly  explained  the  reasons  and  principles. 

■^^  He  said  he  was  sensible  he  must  at  times  have  wounded 
the  feelings  of  individual  members.  He  had  ever  avoided  en- 
tering into  explanations  at  the  time,  because  a  moment  of  irri- 
tation was  not  a  moment  for  explanation  ;  because  iiis  position 
(being  in  the  chair)  rendered  it  impossible  to  enter  into  ex* 
planation,  without  obvious  danger  of  consequences  which 
might  hazard  the  dignity  of  the  Senate,  or  prove  disagreeable 
and  injurious  in  more  than  one  point  of  view ;  that  he  had, 
theretbre,  preferred  to  leave  to  their  reflections  his  justifica- 
tion; that,  on  his  part,  he  had  no  injuries  to  complain  of:  if 
any  had  been  done  or  attempted,  he  was  igriorant  of  the 
authors;  and  if  he  had  ever  heard  he  had  forgotten,  for,  ho 
thanked  God,  he  had  no  memory  for  injuries. 

"  He  doubted  not  but  that  they  Jiad  found  occasion  to  ob- 
serve that  to  be  prompt  was  not  tlierefore  to  be  precij)itate ; 
and  that  to  act  without  delay  was  not  always  to  act  without 
reflection  ;  that  error  was  ollen  to  be  j)referred  to  indecision  ; 
that  his  errors,  whatever  they  might  have  heen,  were  those 
of  rule  and  principle,  and  not  of  caprice  ;  that  it  could  not  be 
deemed  arrogance  in  him  to  say  that,  in  his  oflicial  conduct, 
he  had  known  no  party  —  no  cause  —  no  friend  ;  that  if,  in  the 
opinion  of  any,  the  disci}»line  which  had  been  established  ap- 
proached to  rigor,  they  would  at  least  admit  that  it  was  uni- 
form and  indiscriminate. 

"  Ho  further  remarked,  that  the  ignorant  and  unthinking 
affected  to  treat  as  unnecessary  and  fastidious  a  rigid  attention 
to  rules  and  decorum  ;  but  he  thought  nothing  trivial  which 
touched,  however  remotely,  the  dignity  of  that  body;  and  he 
appealed  to  their  exj)enence  for  the  justice  of  this  sentiment, 
and  urged  them  in  language  the  most  inij)ressive,  and  in  a 
manner  the  most  commanding,  to  avoid  the  smallest  relaxation 
of  the  habits  which  he  had  endeavored  to  inculcate  and  estab- 
ILih. 

"  But  he  challenired  their  attention  to  considerations  more 
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momentona  than  any  whkh  ngnded  in«^  their  l 
honor  anil  cliai-acter— the  preaerv^tioD  of  Uw^oflibeitjr,  apd 
the  Constitution.  Thia  Hodm^  Hid  he,  ■  ■  MDctuaiy  ;  •  dto- 
dul  of  \!ixv,  of  order,  uid  of  libart;;  and  it  ia  here — it-ia 
here,  in  this  exalted  refuge — here,  if  may  where,  will  leMt- 
anue  be  made  to  the  storuu  of  politioel  fnttxy  and  tba  mhot 
aits  of  corruption ;  and  if  the  Constitntion  be  deatined  eror 
to  pci-ish  by  the  aacrilegioua  haoda  of  the  daoMgogao  or  lk» 
uanrper,  which  God  avert,  ita  expiring  ^tmiea  will  ba  wiU 
nessed  on  this  floor. 

"  lie  then  adverted  to  those  affeoUng  MaUmenta  whiah  tf- 
tend(.>d  a  tinni  supni-ation  —  a  di«8(4nUon,  perh^  tar  erer,  of 
those  Qiiiiociations  whiuh  he  hoped  had  beea  mntiudljr  ■■liaftri 
tory.  He  <»n!<oled  himself  however,  and  them,  whh  the  rtr 
fleetion  lh.it.  though  they  M-parated,  thej  would  be  angagsd 
in  the  common  cauiie  of  diswminnting  prindplea  of  fiaadtw 
and  Kociiil  order.  Ho  xhoiild  always  regard  the  prooeedniga 
of  th.it  body  with  interest  and  with  solicitnde.  He  should 
feel  for  their  honor  anil  the  national  honor  so  intimately  con- 
nected nith  it,  and  tiKik  hisK-ave  with  expression!  of  personal 
res|fe(t,  niid  with  pr.nyers  and  ivishca. 

"In  tliis  i-old  relation  a  distant  reader,  espedally  one  to 
whom  Colonel  Burr  is  not  pcmonally  known,  will  be  M  « loa* 
to  discover  the  cause  of  thooe  extiaordinary  emotions  which 
wi'i'c  excited.  The  whole  Senate  were  in  tears,  and  eo  un- 
manned that  it  was  half  an  hour  before  they  conld  recover 
theniselvi-s  sufiicieiitly  to  come  to  order,  and  choose  a  Vloe- 
J'l't'sident  pro  tetit. 

"  .\t  the  President's,  on  Monday,  two  of  the  Senators  were 
relniin^  these  circumstances  to  a  cii-cle  which  had  collected 
round  them.  One  said  tlint  he  wished  that  tiie  tradition 
tniirht  he  preserved  as  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  eveau 
he  had  ever  witnessed.  Anotlier  Senator  being  nsked,  on  the 
day  fiillowiii!^  that  on  which  Mi'.  Burr  took  Lis  le.ive,  how  long 
he  wa<(  speakinrr,  after  n  inoinenl's  pause,  said  he  could  form 
no  idea;  it  mi>rht  have  been  an  hour,  and  it  might  have  b<tcn 
hut  a  moment;  when  he  c.inic  to  his  senses,  he  seemed  to 
have  awakened  as  from  a  kind  of  tranee. 
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•'  The  characteristics  of  the  Vice-President's  manner  seemed 
to  have  been  elevation  and  dicjnity — a  consciousness  of  supe- 
rioritv.  Notliinix  of  that  whiiiin<j  adulation:  those  cantinir, 
liypocritical  complaints  of  want  of  talents ;  assurance  of  his 
endeavors  to  please  them ;  hopes  of  their  favor,  etc.  On  tlio 
contrary,  he  told  them  explicitly  tliat  he  had  determined  to 
pursue  a  conduct  which  his  judgment  should  approve,  and 
which  should  secure  the  suffrage  of  his  own  conscience,  and 
that  he  had  never  considered  who  else  might  be  pleased  or 
displeased ;  although  it  was  but  justice  on  this  occasion  to 
thank  them  for  their  deference  and  respect  to  his  official  con- 
duct—  the  constant  and  uniform  support  he  had  received  from 
every  member  —  for  their  prompt  acquiescence  in  his  decis- 
ions ;  and  to  remark,  to  their  honor,  that  they  had  never  de- 
scended to  a  single  motion  of  j)assion  or  embarrassment ;  and 
so  far  was  he  from  apologizing  for  his  defects,  that  he  told 
them  that,  on  reviewing  the  decisions  he  had  had  occasion  to 
make,  there  was  no  one  which,  on  reflection,  ho  was  disposed 
to  vary  or  retract. 

"As  soon  as  the  Senate  could  com])ose  themselves  suffi- 
ciently to  choose  a  President  pro  tern.y  they  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be 
presented  lo  Aaron  Burr^  in  testimony  of  the  impartiality, 
dignity,  and  ability,  with  which  he  has  presided  over  their  de- 
liberations, and  of  their  entire  approbation  of  his  conduct  in 
the  discharge  of  the  arduous  and  important  duties  assigned 
him  as  President  of  the  Senate  ;  and  that  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, and  Mr.  Wiiite,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  him  with  this 
resolution. 

"  To  which  resolution  Colonel  Burr  returned  the  following 
answer  to  the  Senate  : 

"  Next  to  the  satisfaction  arising  from  a  consciousness  of 
having  discharged  my  duty,  is  that  which  is  derived  from  the 
approbation  of  those  who  have  been  the  constant  witnesses  ot 
my  conduct,  and  the  value  of  this  testimony  of  their  esteem 
is  greatly  enhanced  by  the  promptitude  and  unanimity  with 
which  it  is  offered. 
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"  I  pray  yon  to  accept  mj  respeotfld  Mknotrtadgmairt^MiS 

the  aasiimnce  of  my  inviolable  attaohment  to  tb«  Ktereata  aif 
dignity  of  the  Sunate." 

In  remarking  upon  this  report,  Burr'  wrote:  "It  b  tro^ 
thai  I  made  a  talk,  m  wu  decent  and  proper,  to  the  SmmH 
on  leaving  them  ibrmally.  There  ««■  nothing  writtnn  or  piv 
pared,  except  that  it  h«d  been  Bome  daya  on  my  imnd  to  «7 
something.  It  was  the  mletmiity,  the  anxiety,  tba  tepaetfr 
tiou,  and  the  interest  vhich  I  saw  strongly  painted  ia  CM 
conntcnRnces  of  the  anditora,  that  inajured  whaterar  waa  mii.- 
I  neither  etied  tears  nor  awuined  tendemen ;  bnt  taan  <M 
flow  abiindnntly.  The  story  in  this  newspaper  is  rather  awb 
wardly  and  pnnipoaaly  told.  It  has  been  ^thered  Bjp,  I  pt*" 
sume,  from  different  relations  of  the  &ata.  Hus  liewspafW 
li:k»  been  for  months  past,  and,  for  anglit  I  know  (for  I  real 
none  of  them),  still  is,  one  of  the  moet  abnaave  against  Jk. 
Bnrr." 

Some  of  the  Senators  wore  not  long  in  regaining  their  oofa- 
j>0!>iirc ;  for  the  usual  rosolntion  granting  a  perpetuity  of  the 
franking  privilege  to  the  retiring  Vice-President,  waa  not 
passed  tnianimoiiHly  —  ott  anch  resolutions  generally  are.  It 
VM  donbtfnl,  for  a  time,  whuther  it  would  pass  at  all ;  bat 
waa  finally  pasiicd  by  a  vote  of  18  to  13. 

On  the  4th  of  Marah,  Jefferson,  with  the  acclamationa  of  a 
party,  that  was  then  almost  the  nation,  was  sworn,  a  second 
time,  into  the  presidential  office.  George  Clinton,  the  head  of 
the  family  whom  Burr  ref;;arde<l  aa  his  chief  enemies,  became 
Vice-President.  Aaron  Bnir  vaniiihcd  from  the  political  arena, 
never  to  re-apiiear  tliercon,  except  in  the  persons  of  thoM 
whum  ho  formed  and  iiiffueneed,  and  through  whom,  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  later,  he  overturned  the  Virginian  dynasty. 

During  Iiih  absence  at  the  South,  Richmond  Hill  had  beea 
forced  to  a  sale  for  twenty-five  thousand  dollara,  and  the 
amimiit  a]i|>ro)iriat('d  to  the  jiaymenl  of  his  debts.  The  snm 
riMlizcii  waH  not  enough  ;  he  Ktill  owed  between  seven  and 
eight  thou^>.1ud  iloiiar!!  in  the  city,  for  which  his  ptrton  would 
l>e  liiible  if  he  should  appear  there.  A  fuw  thousands  were 
owed  to  him,  which,  as  afiUirs  then  stood,  conid  not  bo  eol' 
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lected.  His  library  and  wine  wore  still  unsold.  Probably, 
if  a  balance  had  been  struck,  it  would  have  been  found  that 
he  was  about  iive  thousand  dollars  loss  than  solvent ;  but,  in 
effect,  he  was  worse  off  than  that;  for  his  debts  were  unequiv- 
ocal, his  assets  unavailable,  his  income  nothing,  his  practice 
gone,  his  native  and  his  adopted  States  both  closed  upon  hiui 
lie  was  what  is  commonly  called  a  ruined  man. 

'*  In  New  York,"  he  wrote  to  his  son-in-law,  "  I  am  to  bo 
disfranchised,  and  in  New  Jersey  hanged.  Having  substan- 
tial objections  to  both,  I  shall  not,  for  the  present,  hazard 
either,  but  shall  seek  another  country.  You  will  not,  from 
this,  conclude  that  I  have  become  passive,  or  disposed  to  sub- 
mit tamely  to  the  machinations  of  a  banditti.     If  you  should 

you  would  greatly  err.     and  his  clan  affect  to  deplore, 

but  secretly  rejoice  at  and  stimulate  the  villainies  of  all  sorts 
which  are  practiced  against  me.  Their  alarm  and  anxiety, 
however,  are  palpable  to  a  degree  perfectly  ridiculous.  Their 
awkward  attempt  to  pro])itiate  reminds  one  of  the  Indian 
woi*ship  of  the  evil  spirit.     God  bless  you  ever." 

He  was  full  of  confidence  in  himself  and  hope  for  the  future. 
Many  of  his  old  friends  went  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia 
on  pur)X)se  to  visit  him,  afler  his  return  from  Washington, 
and  they  found  him  the  same  gay,  busy,  indomital)le  Burr 
they  had  known  in  the  palmiest  days  of  his  past  career. 

What  next,  then  ?    Ay,  What  next  ? 

Every  lover  of  gossip  in  the  United  States,  or,  in  other 
words,  every  sane  inhabitant  of  the  United  States,  was  asking 
this  question  in  the  spring  of  1805.  What  will  Burr  do  now  ? 
Where  will  he  go  ?  For  ten  years  past,  he  had  filled  a  large 
place  in  the  public  view,  and  recent  events  had  fixed  all  eyes 
uiK>n  him.  In  every  part  of  the  country,  he  had  strong  ])er- 
sonal  fiicnds,  men  who  had  supported  and  worked  hard  for 
him  in  hotly-contested  campaigns  —  women  who  had  loved  his 
black  eyes,  and  thought  him  a  knight  without  fear  and  with- 
out reproach.  His  portrait  hung  u[)on  walls,  his  bust  stood 
upon  mantels.  Always  a  man  of  whom  anecdotes  were  told, 
he  was  now  the  subject  of  a  thousand  preposterous  rumors, 
and  the  hero  of  a  thousand  groundless  or  exaggerated  tales. 
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He  was  refrarded  as  a  mytteriout  Mag,  %  Ban  of  « 
ablu  jHii-poH^s,  and  able  to  bend  all  tliinga  and  penon*  to  hit 
v-ill.  Tlie  public  mind  was  prepared  to  beliere  any  tiling  of 
Burr,  pi-ovided  only  that  it  was  auffltnently  incredibte] 

The  reader  is  entreated  to  giro  due  ooniideratioa  to  the  fiut 
jiiRt  inentinned,  for  it  is  a  olew  whiuh  may  guide  ns  Uiroagh 
tlie  Inybiinth  we  are  about  tO  attempL  I  have  groped  in  it 
lon^,  as  oLliei's  have  before  me.  It  is  tortnona  and  heaped 
with  falselioodti,  as  surely  no  other  '  pasMif^  of  history  OTer  waa 
bofore.  I  invite  the  reader  to  enter,  and  foUoir  the  path  wliiiib 
lead  me  to  —  what  looks  like  daylight. 


CHAPTER    XXI. 

HE    SEEKS   A    NEW    COUNTRY. 

LovniAXA  OcM  —  Birim'8  Fkiitsiw  im  tiik  Wimtbrx  Couxtry  —  Gknrkal  Wilkixsor 
—  Tub  Orkat  \V>:»iT  ix  Is. Tj — IluKit  <io>»  \Vk,st — Naruativk  ok  Mattiirw 
Lyos — Tiik  Voyaoe  down  tiik  Ohio  —  Hi.knnkiuiah^ktt  I.slani>  —  Cikax.*)  lti> 
CEpTiox  AT  Nasiitillk— Arrival  ix  Nkw  Orlkans  — N'kw  Ort.eaxs  tmkx  — 

Ills    LlKK   TIIERK — KkTI'RX    KaSTWAUD  —  IU'KR    »UNPKrTEI»    nV    IIIE    Sl'AMAMI»S  — 

Joi'RNKY  TiiKOi'Gii   Kknti'oky  —  Lkttkr  uf  Clvkk  t<»  Wii.kix.hox  —  Intf.rvikw 

BkTU-RRX  WiLKIXSoX  AXD  BfRR  —  MYftTKr.lOUS  LeTTKU  KKOM  Ct'KR  TO  WlLKIX- 
80X  — CoRRESPOMDKXtIB  IIETWKKX  Bl'RR  AXD  Bi.EXXKKIIASHKTT  —  IXTIUCVIEW  Bli- 
TWXEX    Bl'EB  AXD  JeITERHOX — FUETIIKR   SPAXlsU   AU(iKES8I0XS. 

On  Monday  tlie  29th  of  December,  180.3,  at  noon,  the  tri- 
colored  flag  of  France,  which  floated  from  the  statt*  in  the 
public  square  of  New  Orleans,  and  upon  which  the  eyes  of 
expectant  thousands  were  flxed,  began  to  descend.  At  the 
Banie  moment,  the  stars  and  stripes  of  the  American  Union 
appearetl  above  the  crowd,  and  slowly  mounted  the  stafl; 
Midway,  the  two  standards  met,  and,  for  a  minute  or  two, 
were  lost  in  each  other's  frien<lly  folds.  Then,  amid  the  thun- 
der of  cannon,  the  music  of  Hail  Columbia,  the  cheers  of  the 
i»|MH5tator«,  the  waving  of  handkerchiefs  and  banners,  the  tri- 
color continued  iU)  descent  to  the  ground,  and  the  flag  of  the 
United  States  soared  rapidly  alotl,  and  flung  out  its  folds  to 
the  breeze  on  the  summit  of  the  mast. 

Louisiana  was  ours !  The  mouths  of  the  Mississippi  were 
free  I  The  prosperity  of  the  great  valley  was  secure  !  The 
tide  of  emigration,  for  sixteen  years  held  in  check  by  the  in- 
tolerance of  the  Spaniards,  was  now  free  to  pour  itsdf  into 
the  most  productive  region  of  the  earth  !  The  insolence  of 
the  Dons,  whom  every  western  man  liad  learned  to  despise 
and  detest,  was  signally  rebuked  ! 

Colonel  Burr,  now  without  a  country,  was  one  of  the  thou- 
aandfl  who  were  looking  westward,  as  the  scene  of  a  new 
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c^iroor.  He  Mas  resolved,  at  least,  to  see  tho  region  wliicb 
si'cnuMl  to  |nes(iit  to  men  of  energy  such  boundless  ojn^ortu- 
nit'us.  Ho  had  many  friends  at  the  West  —  old  army  aeqiiaint- 
aiKi's,  inrnibcrs  ofConirress  with  whom  he  had  acted.  Senators 
over  whom  he  had  presided.  In  1T9C,  when  the  P\*deralists 
liad  delavod  \\w.  admission  of  Tennessee  into  the  Union,  Burr 
had  hren  zealous  in  her  cause,  and  thereby  won  great  popu- 
larity in  llie  new  State.  General  Jackson  had  api>eared  on 
the  scone  as  her  representative  in  Congress;  ''a  tall,  lank,  un- 
ci)Uth-lonkif)Lr  piTsonaiie,  with  lonji  locks  of  hair  hanmntr  over 
his  face,  and  a  ([iicne  down  his  back  tied  in  an  eel-skin  ;  his  dre^s 
siiiLnilar,  his  nianiu>rs  and  deportment  those  <»f  a  roui^Ii  back- 
wnodsmaii/"^  Witli  him,  it  was  natural  that  Burr  should  be- 
come intimate.  Dayton,  Ibrmerly  Speaker  of  tho  House, 
reeeiiilv  a  Sriiatoi"  from  New  Jcrsev,  a  near  relative  of  Burr's 
old  l-'Ji/ahetlitown  friend,  Matthew  Og<lcn,  went  westward  in 
the  >j»rinLr  ,)i*  I  so.').  ,l<>Im  Smith,  a  sell-made  man  of  spirit 
and  talent,  latelv  a  Senator  {'nun  Ohio,  now  one  of  the  chief 
nn-n  ot'  that  \iLiorini>  yonn<_r  State,  was  another  <»f  J5urr*s 
I'liends.  Matthew  Lvon,  a  noted  ultra  Dennn'rat  ot  that  liav, 
^\lnl  had  ln-eii  C'.li-.MiLied  fidiii  IJiMT  durini;  the  two  intrigues 
of  I»'il,  li!j|  \v;i>  hmw  w  rll-<!isjinsrd  toward  him  because  lie 
tlioiii^Jit  liini  a  jHT^e^'utrd  niafi,  had  al>o  removed  to  the  far 
AVc^t.  Ail  «'V«T  t!ie  valley  <it"tlie  M i>sissip|»i,  there  were  men 
who  rrs(!it«Ml  the  l.jti'  |»r» H'l-rdinLrs  in  New  York  and  New 
JeiNt-y.  Mfid  wiic  rciilv  to  lto  all  leiii^^ths  in  sho\v  in  if  respect 
t<>  a  man  wlmm  thev  ri'LTarded  in  the  liiilit  oi'  a  martvr  lo 
l'\'dcr;il  maehinat  ioFis  :ind  puritanic  bi"-otrv. 

IhinVs  <ihhst  I'liend  in  tin*  \V<'<t  was  General  Wilkins^vn 
<'omin:nider-in-<'hier<)t'  the  army,  and  recently  appointed  Gov 
crnor  ot'  I^oui^iana.  Wilkinson  ami  Jiurr  had  climbed  t«» 
m-lluT  tJH'  in-iglits  of  (^uj'hee,  and  t'ornied,  ami<l  those  scenes 
the  friend-hip  w  hi<'h  I'ellow-soMiers  kn<»w.  Tln-v  had  seldom 
m<l  ^iiK't',  hut  had  eorresj)on<h'd,  eonlid<'ntially  au<l  in  cipher, 
at  inteiv.'dN,  Inr  manv  viais.  In  1 7s7,  Wilkinson  had  enii- 
grated  to  N<"W  ()il(;n>,  then  a  Spani-h  port,  whert',  till  llitl, 

♦   !{•  I'nll.-ti.'ij'i  I  r  AHi'Tl  <i.>r;.iti:;.  i[ivi\  il  by  Mr.  liildri-ilth  \n  bin  Il^lurr 
of  III'-  L'l.it*  il  St. It-  n. 
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he  had  traded  in  tobacco,  a  subject,  by  residence,  of  the  King 
of  Spain.  Not  prospering  in  trade,  he  resumed  liis  military 
career  in  1  <91,  and  obtained  command  of  the  western  posts. 

The  character  of  tliis  man  was  not  unblemished.  It  is  cer- 
tiiin  that  he  was  extravagant,  fond  of  the  table,  fond  of  show, 
boastful,  and  otherwise  weak.  It  was  Wilkinson,  the  reader 
may  remember,  who,  as  aid-de-camp  to  Gates  in  1777,  blabbed 
to  Lord  Stirling  an  expression  used  by  Conway  to  Gates,  dis- 
paraging the  generalship  of  Washington,  which  led  to  Con- 
way's ruin,  and  to  much  other  embarrassment  and  difficulty. 
There  is  strong  (but  not  convincing)  evidence,  that  while  hold- 
ing a  commission  in  the  American  army,  he  had  been  a  pen- 
sioner of  the  King  of  Spain.  There  was  a  j)arty  in  the  West, 
in  1796,  wlio  favored  a  reparation  of  the  western  States  from 
the  Union.  Wilkinson  was  of  that  party,  and  had  dreams  of 
leading  the  revolt,  and  becoming,  to  use  his  own  words,  "  the 
Washington  of  the  West."  Tbe  Spanish  viceroy  favored  a 
project  calculated  to  weaken  a  neighbor  that  was  growing 
portentoiLsly  powerful,  and  of  whom  tlie  home  government 
was  beginning  to  stand  in  dread.  Unless  the  evidence  on  this 
point  is  flat  perjury  (which,  indeed,  it  may  be),  Wilkinson  was 
paid  by  the  Spanish  to  promote  the  scheme,  and  drew  up,  for 
the  viceroy,  a  list  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Kentucky  known 
to  be  disaffected  to  the  Union,  who,  he  thought,  would  also 
accept  money  for  the  same  purpose.  Daniel  Clark  swears 
that  he  saw  tliis  list  in  Wilkinson's  hand-writing,  and  that 
Wilkinson  confessed,  in  effect,  that  he  had  been  himself  a 
pensioner.* 

The  reader  must  be  reminded  that,  during  the  administra- 
tion of  John  Adams,  the  Union,  to  backwoodsmen,  had  not 
the  sacred  charm  it  has  since  possessed.  The  noise  of  party 
contention  filled  the  land.     The  Union,  as  Wilkinson  himself 

*'Thore  is  a  portmit  of  General  Wilkinson  in  tho  Hall  of  Independence 
at  Philadelphia,  which  represents  him  as  a  imrtly,  red-faced  individual, 
dressed  in  the  bhie  and  yellow  uniforin  of  the  Kevoluiion.  Tiio  })ortriit  con- 
firms tho  impression,  derived  from  the  writinir*  of  tho  tiino,  that  ho  was  a 
(o»  vtvamtf  merry,  extrava«j;nnt,  boastful — the  lost  man  for  a  conspirator, 
though  of  easy  virtno  enough. 
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Bai<l,  secineil  to  hang  together  by  a  thread,  which  any  mo» 
iiu'iit  might  brcAk.  Western  men  could  not  but  BpcouUte 
ujM»ii  th«  effect  a  disruption  would  have  upon  their  own  polit- 
ical condition.  Wilkinson  may  have  thought  of  hastening  the 
catastrophe,  of  founding  a  western  republic,  and  of  becom- 
iniif  its  Washington,  without  being,  in  any  sense  of  the  word, 
a  traitor. 

Nor,  in  1805,  was  the  great  West  quite  content.  The  ac- 
quisition of  Louisiana  ha<i  reduced  the  malcontents  to  a  very 
inconsi«l<Mahlc  minoritv,  hut  there  were  still  those  who  were 
4lissatislie<l  wiili  tlie  mono{K)Iizing  of  the  great  fi'deral  officer 
by  the  politicians  of  the  E:ist,  and  who  thought  it  absurd  and 
undesirable  to  be  connected  with  a  government  whose  capital 
was  a  two  niontlis'  journey  distant.  Nine  tenths  of  the  people, 
liowcver,  though  they  may  all  Imve  grumbled  a  little,  were 
attached  to  the  Union,  were  proud  of  its  President,  were  fer- 
vent Iv  «h*votc<l  to  the  democratic  ideas  which  he  had  made 
liuniliar  to  their  minds. 

And  nou'  Aaron  l>nrr  was  to  traverse  this  niamiilicent  di> 
?nain.  A  varii'ly  of  j)roji'cts  lay  half-formed  in  liis  mind  — 
prnjiH-ls  of  land  specul.Mlion,  of  carnil-making,  of  setlling  in 
some  rising  city  of  the  W<*st  in  the  practice  of  the  law,  of  be- 
*:inning  anew  his  political  life  as  the  representative  of  anew 
St:i1e  in  Congre«<s.  If  nn»re  anjbitions  schemes  agitated  him, 
thev  were  concealed  ;  neither  in  his  diarv,  nor  in  his  vohnni- 
nous  correspondence,  jmblished  or  unpublished,  is  there  the 
sliu:htest  r4»lerence  to  anv  but  ordinary  and  legitimate  objects 
during  the  year  1805.  The  project  of  getting  hinisidf  elected 
a  member  of  (-ongress,  was  not,  it  seems,  his  own  idea.  On 
this  point  we  have  th(»  testimony  of  Matthew  Lyon,  who,  when 
all  the  world  was  exculpating  itself  from  participation  in  Burr's 
]»lans,  wrote  a  graphic  narrative  of  certain  events  which  pre- 
ce«led  Ibirr's  <lep:nture  for  the  land  of  jiromise.  Amid  the 
heaps  of  dull,  falsi',  and  semi-liilse  statements  which  the  events 
of  tin*  followinir  vear  called  forth,  this  narrative  of  a  disinter 
est<'d  witness  is  parlictilarly  intt-resting.  I  quote  the  mate- 
rial part  of  Mr.  Lyon*s  depo•^ition  : 

^^Some  time  in  the  wint4M',  lSO/>,  coming  one  morning  (to 
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Washington)  from  Alexandria,  by  way  of  the  navy- yard,  and 
pa&sing  by  the  house  where  General  Wilkinson  lived,  he  called 
on  me  to  come  in ;  after  congratulating  him  on  his  appoint-' 
ment  as  governor,  and  some  other  conversation,  Colonel  Burr'a 
name  was  mentioned.  Colonel  Burr  had  no  claim  to  friendly 
attentions  from  me.  I  had  no  acquaintance  with  him  beforo 
the  contest  concerning  the  presidential  election.  I  liad  r©. 
sisted  the  solicitations  of  my  friends,  who  wished  to  introduce 
me  to  him  in  March,  1801,  on  account  of  his  misconduct  in 
that  affair ;  yet  when  I  saw  him  persecuted  for  what  I  con- 
sidered no  more  than  fair  play  among  duelists,  I  advocated 
him ;  tliis  brought  about  an  acquaintance,  by  no  means  inti- 
mate. In  the  course  of  the  conversation  between  the  general 
and  myself,  we  regretted  the  loss  of  so  much  talent  as  Colonel 
Burr  possessed ;  we  viewed  him  on  the  brink  of  a  precijnce, 
from  which,  in  a  few  days,  he  must  fail ;  from  the  second  star 
tion  in  the  nation,  he  must  fall  to  that  of  a  private  citizen. 

"  The  general  entered  warmly  into  his  praise,  and  talked  of 
a  foreign  embassy  for  him.  This  I  assured  him  could  not  be 
obtained.  The  general  then  asked  me  if  I  could  not  think  of 
something  which  would  do  for  tlio  little  counselor  ?  I  replied, 
that  he  might  very  readily  become  a  member  of  the  Congress, 
which  was  to  meet  the  coming  winter,  and  in  the  state  of  par* 
ties,  considering  the  ecliit  with  which  lie  was  likely  to  leave 
the  Senate,  he  might  very  probably  be  Speaker. 

^'  The  general  was  anxious  to  know  how  he  could  be  elected 
to  Congress.  I  explained.  Let  Colonel  Burr  mount  his  hoi-se 
the  4lh  of  March,  and  ride  through  Virginia  to  Tennessee, 
giving  out  that  he  intends  settling  at  Nashville,  hi  the  practice 
of  the  law.  Let  him  commence  the  practice,  and  tix  himself 
a  home  tlicre;  his  renconter  with  General  Hamilton  will  not 
injure  him.  Let  him  attend  the  courts  in  that  district.  Let 
Lim  in  July  next  intimate  to  some  of  the  numerous  friends  (his 
pre<3minent  talents  and  suavity  of  manners  will  have  made  for 
him)  that  he  would  willingly  serve  the  district  in  Congress. 
Tljcy  will  set  the  thing  on  foot,  and  he  is  sure  to  be  elected  ; 
there  is  no  constitutional  bar  in  the  M'ay. 

^^  Ai  I  finished  this  explanation,  the  general  rose,  and,  in  a 
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sceniinLC  c'<"st:isy,  clappc»(l  his  Ihiiuls  on  my  8houl«lei-s,  exclaiiu- 
iiiLT  uitli  :ui  oatli,  'This  will  do!  —  it  is  a  lioaveiilv  thoui^ht  — 
worlhv  <>t  l)iiM  who  thouijrhtit!'  lie  ran*'  tlic*  bell,  ortltTi"*! 
his  l)()ois,  and  said  lie  would  go  instantly  and  inf'orin  tlio  little 
i^ouiisL'Ior,  and  would  call  on  nie  in  the  House  in  the  eoui*8e  ut 
two  or  thivi^  hours.  He  did  so,  and  informed  me  lie  had,  at 
CmIohi'I  l>urr\s  requesst,  made  an  appointment  for  ine  to  call 
on  him. 

'""1  was  punctual.  Colonel  Burr  lived  at  Mr.  Wlieaton's, 
near  the  north  side  of  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  not  far  from 
Khoa<les's.  It  was  in  the  eveninj^.  I  knocked,  or  palled  llic 
ln'U,  scviMal  limes,  before  a  servant  came,  who  hitbrmrJ  me 
that  C'nlonel  Hnrr  was  not  to  be  seen,  he  was  en»^ajred  with 
c«>m])any.  I  i^ave  the  servant  my  name,  and  directed  him  to 
*/^)  and  tell  (nlnnel  Hurr  that  I  had  called.  Colonel  Hnrr 
rinu',  and  in\itrd  me  up  stairs,  .and  re(piested  me  to  sit  with 
M\>.  WlK'aton  half  an  hour,  when  he  would  be  with  me.  In 
about  three  <piarters  of  an  ]umv  he  came,  an<l  apologized  fur 
Ills  delav.  1  <»bs(?rve<l  to  lijm  that  he  had  a  lar«je  e<impanv, 
amon^whom  I  reeoj^nizetl  the  voices  of  Ciem'rals  Wilkinx»n 
:ii-l  l)ayt«»n,  aithoui;]!  I  ha<l  not  h<*ard  of  the  latter  jLTenlV 
.  eini:  ill  t'^wn.  I  hoped  he  had  not  hurried  liimstdf  ftoui 
■nin  nn  account  of  seeiuLC  uie  ;  that  I  had  been  Well  enter- 
lined  liv  Mr.  and  y\v<.  Wheat  on,  and  would  have  been  st»  :iii 
!  uiir  or  two  longer,  if  he  wi^lied  to  renuiin  with  his  company. 
''Colonel  Hurr  said  the  meetini;  was  about  some  land  con- 
^  in  in  the  we>tern  country;  that  they  had  <^i»ne  as  far  as 
•iev  i'«m!d  with  it  at  that  time;  uiv  con)ini'  had  been  m»  in- 
■  -nuplinn  ;  he  was  veiy  ulad  t<»  see  me,  and  si»on  i'oiMinenceJ 

•  n    till'   std)ifet    of  the  coinintr  election   in  TemieSM'e.     I    ri- 

•  lateil  what  I  said   \n  (leneral  Wilkinson.      lie  admitted  the 
i'<)x>il,ili( y   (»!'  sMc<'«-.ss    in    the   co;M->e   I   pointed  on{  ;    but   ilid 

•  Mt  >eem  to  be  so  much  enamored  with  the  projei't  a**  iicneral 
*A'ilkin^on.      lb'  said   he  was  obli^jfed  on  the  4lh  of  March  to 

•  •  to  IMiiladi'lphia  ;  from  thence  he  would  ^o  to  l*itt>biniri 
.  nd  tlnnee  to  the  western  cou.ilrv  bv  water.  I  otVerc*!  him 
a  i»assa«;e  in  niv  boat  from  PittsburLT,  if  he  shouM  be  there 
v.'hcn  I  should  have  done   my  business  on  the  Mom)ngahe!a, 
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and  dascended  to  Pittsburg.  I  assured  him,  however,  all 
chance  of  obtaining  the  election  in  Tennessee,  would  be  jeop- 
ardised, if  not  lost,  by  such  a  delay.  He  told  me  he  had 
ordered  a  boat  prepared  for  him  at  Pittsburg,  and  he  talked 
as  if  liis  business  at  Philadelphia  was  indispensable,  as  well  as 
liis  voyage  down  the  Ohio. 

"  In  stating  this  conversation,  I  give  the  substance  of  all 
the  other  conversations  I  had  that  winter  with  Colonel  Burr, 
at  Washington,  except  that,  in  some  of  them,  the  embassy  was 
talked  of.  He  observed,  that  m^'  friend  Wilkinson  thought  I 
would  be  a  proper  i)er8on,  in  a  blunt  way,  to  mention  it  to  th'j 
President.  He  asked  me,  if  I  dared  tell  the  President  that 
he  ought  to  send  Colonel  Burr  on  the  foreign  embassy  talked 
of?     I  told  him  very  bluntly,  I  would  not." 

This  ended  the  intercourse  of  the  three  friends  in  Wash- 
ington. Lyon  started  homeward.  About  the  10th  of  April, 
Colonel  Burr  left  Philadelphia  for  Pittsburg,  where  he  arrived 
after  nineteen  days'  riding. 

The  boat  which  he  had  ordered  was  ready,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  he  found  himself  floating  down  the  Ohio.  His 
boat  was  a  rude  floating  house,  or  ark,  sixty  feet  long  and 
fourteen  wide,  containing  four  apartments,  a  dining-room,  a 
kitchen  with  fire-place,  and  two  bed-rooms,  all  lighted  by  glasfi 
windows,  and  the  whole  covered  by  a  roof,  which  served  oa  a 
promenade  deck.  The  cost  of  this  commodious  structure,  ho 
found,  to  his  astonishment,  was  only  a  hundred  and  thirty- 
tlirce  dollars.  Of  propellinc^  power  it  had  none,  but  merely 
floated  down  the  swift  and  winding  stream,  aided  occasion- 
ally, and  kept  clear  of  snngs  and  sand-banks,  by  a  dexterous 
use  of  the  pole.  In  the  spring,  the  current  of  the  Ohio  rushes 
along  with  surpiising  swiftness,  carrying  with  it  an  ark  or  rati 
eight  miles  an  hour.  It  would  be  a  resistless  torrent  at  tliat 
season  but  for  its  innumerable  bends.  Along  its  whole  course, 
hills  steep,  picturesque,  and  lofly,  rise  almost  from  the  bed  of 
the  river,  and  pour  their  streams  headlong  into  it,  whenever 
the  rain  falls  or  the  snow  melts.  For  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
mileci,  this  most  monotonously  beautiful  of  rivers  winds  and  coils 
itself  about  among  those  never-varying,  seldom-recediu^  \\\VV&^ 
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skirt  ('<1  by  a  narrow  fringe  of  bottom  lands.  Those  hillsi,  soon 
to  b(!  ''  vinc'-clad,"  were  ihtm  one  forest ;  those  bottoms,  ii«)>v 
sinilintr  with  farms,  or  disli^ured  by  the  shabbiest  of  towns 
and  \  illat^os,  were  then  destitute  of  inhabitants,  for  hundreds 
of  niilfs  at  a  slrctch. 

('oloiicl  r>iirr  was  always  a  swift  traveler.  Lyon  had  nearly 
two  days'  start,  but  was  overtaken  by  him  in  a  day  and  ahuUl 
Tli(»  two  boats,  in  the  social  fashion  of  the  time,  were  then 
lashod  togitlu'r,  and  floated  in  company  for  four  days.  Passed 
Whi't'Iiiig  on  the  .*J5d  of  April,  a  neat,  ]»retty  village,  of  sixty 
or  ciirlitv  houses;  where  Hnrr  observed  several  well-ilresst»<l 
woMun,  who  ha<l  the  air  of  fashion  and  movements  of  *'yoM 
of/n.i's  on  the  coast."  Passed  Marietta  on  the  5th  ;  where  he 
saw  hoiij^cs  that  woul«l  be  called  handsome  anvwiiere.  Tlie 
1<  ailing  gcniKimii  of  the  ]>lace  called  to  offer  civilities  and 
IiM-^iiitalitirs.  Tlu-  vova«4crs  all  walked  several  miles  to  seethe 
nioimds  ,111.1  <itlM'r  anti^jnitics  near  Marietta,  which  quite  puz- 
zled till-  vovaircr  in  eliii'f — as  tlu-v  have  wiser  men.  At  Mari- 
cHa  the  l\\(>  buats  piirli'd  eonipanv,  and  Burr  continued  iiis 
^■ov.•l«'('  aIon»'. 

A  frw  inil»  s  ImIow  Marietta,  is  the  far-famed  l>lennerhassett 
J•^I.•uld.  ll  i^  an  island  nearly  three  miles  lonix,  but  so  narrow 
that  ii  (■••iituiiis  h'ss  than  three  Innnlred  a<*res  of  land.  The 
ri\«'i"  on  ea<li  sid*-  is;  naimw  enough  to  admit  of  convers-iiinn 
b'.l  Weill  the  inland  and  the  >hore.  ]>(>youd  the  river,  on  each 
.'-iile  nt"  ii,  >\\ell  alott,  like  dark  elnmls,  liie  pietiiresipie  hills  of 
the  <  )hio,  t'«»ii'>t  covered  and  fore^-t-erowned,  shutting  in  tlie 
lii:K'  inland  InMu  all  the  v. oild.  Here  it  was  that  Harinan 
i JJiMMn-iha^'^!  tt,  :in  eeeentrii",  romantic,  idle,  '  shililess'  Irij-h- 
man.  ha<l  ennirivcd  to  expend  lorty  thousand  iloliars  (iicaily 
all  'li-  t'oiiune)  in  building  a  house  ol'  original  ugliness,  and  in 
laxinir  out  '.Tiounds  ninot»'lv  reseiidiliuLj  lh<i<e  of  countrv 
linu^es  in  tlie  old  e«»untry.  The  picture  of  this  4-elcbralei| 
ni:i!i^i"fi  -n'_:'..'-'>l>,  to  <>ni-  n\  ho  ha**  not  read  Mr.  Wirt's  oration 
u|i.»n  i?,  the  idi  a  ot'  a  veuiieireiilar  barracks.  A  tair-».ize"l, 
vrrv  plain,  two  >',nr\  uiMnh-n  hcu^e,  with  curvt'il  wiuir**  of  une 
st«'i\,  tlir  tinnt  ei'niMMlr.l  iiito  a  whole  bv  a  pia/./i — is  tiie 
hvu'\  d<*-eripti<Mi  of  this  celebraled  abmle.     The  semicircular 
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front  was  one  hnndred  and  fonr  feet  from  tip  to  tip.  A  lawn 
surrounded  with  trees  and  encircled  by  a  carriage  road,  lay  in 
front  of  the  house.  Further  off  there  were  gardens,  groves, 
fields,  and  bits  of  primeval  wilderness ;  the  whole  forming  a 
pleasant,  but  by  no  means  a  very  sumptuous  or  beautiful,  resi- 
dence. After  spending  eight  years  in  subduing  the  island 
wilderness,  Mr.  Bleimerhassett  still  saw  his  work  incomplete, 
and,  what  was  worse,  he  was  beginning  to  catch  glimpses  of 
the  end  of  his  purse. 

Colonel  Burr  had  heard  vaguely  that  some  eccentric  for- 
eigner lived  upon  this  island,  and,  from  curiosity  only,  landed, 
and  moored  his  floating  home  to  the  shore.  Learning  that 
the  lord  of  the  isle  was  absent,  he  and  his  companion  strolled 
about  the  grounds  awhile,  and  was  about  leaving  when  lilrs. 
Blennerhassett  sent  a  servant  to  invite  the  strangers  to  the 
house,  as  her  husband  would  soon  return.  Burr  replied  by 
sending  his  card,  and  declining  the  invitation,  as  he  said  curi- 
osity alone  had  induced  him  to  land.  The  lady,  upon  learning 
the  name  of  the  stranger,  came  out  to  sec  him,  and  so  press- 
ingly  invited  him  to  stay,  that  he  yielded,  dined  with  the 
family,  conversed  with  them  till  eleven  in  the  evening,  and 
then  continued  his  voyage.  Mrs.  Blennerhassett  was  an  ener- 
getic, accomplished,  amiable  woman,  but  not  remarkable  for 
beauty  or  style.  She  was  exceedingly  pleased  with  her  visitor, 
and  remained  his  fast,  admiring  friend,  through  all  the  long 
series  of  events  that  followed  this  first  interview.  Her  hus- 
band was  equally  captivated. 

Three  hundred  miles  below  is  Cincinnati,  then  a  town  of 
fifteen  hundred  inhabitants  (now  two  htmdred  thousand), 
which  he  reached  in  six  days'  floating.  There  he  spent  a  day 
Mt  the  house  of  ex-Senator  John  Smith,  and  met  his  friend  Day- 
ton, whose  fortunes  were  to  be  bound  up  with  his  own.  From 
the  chief  people  of  the  place,  he  received  the  attentions  which 
had  greeted  him  everywhere  west  of  the  Alleghanies. 

At  Louisville,  then  called  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  he  again 
overtook  Matthew  Lyon.  "There,"  continues  Mr.  Lyon,  "I 
repeated  to  him  that  the  delay  he  had  made  had  ruined  his 
prospect  of  election,  as  that  prospect  depended  solely  on 
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donicstic.ition.  At  the  fiills,  he  changed  his  flat  for  a  small 
boat,  which  he  ordered  to  £ddyville  (where  I  live),  and  rode 
to  Nashville. 

^'The  nc\vs2)apors  described  his  arrival  and  reception  there 
fui  one  of  the  most  magnificent  parades  that  had  ever  been 
made  at  that  ])lacc  They  contained  lists  of  toasts,  and  great 
dinners  given  in  honor  of  Colonel  Burr,  every  body  at  and 
near  Nashville  scorning  to  be  contending  for  the  honor  of  hav* 
ing  best  treated  or  served  Colonel  Burr. 

^'  This  I  had  expected ;  and  when  Colonel  Burr  called  on 
me,  on  his  way  from  Nashville  to  his  boat,  I  inquired  if  any 
thing  had  been  said  about  the  election.  He  answered,  ^  Not 
one  word.^  I  observed  that  he  ought  to  think  no  more  of  it. 
In  answer,  he  said  he  had  little  doubt  of  being  elected  delegate 
from  Orleans  Territory,  but  he  would  choose  to  be  a  member, 
and  insisted  that  I  should  write  to  a  friend  of  mine  (who  had 
]>aid  him  the  must  marked  attention)  to  see  if  the  thing  could 
be  yet  set  atlout,  and  to  inform  him  he  would  be  a  resident  in 
Tennessee.  At  the  time  of  the  election,  he  requested  me  to 
communicate  the  answer  to  him  at  Natchez.  I  complied  with 
his  wishes,  the  answer  1  receive<l  being  unfavorable  to  him." 

31  r.  Lyon  adds,  that  what  he  did  for  Colonel  JJiut  in  the 
election,  was  done  cliielly  to  oblige  General  Wilkinson.  Being 
asked  wlu'ther,  in  his  oi»inion,  l>iirr  was  sincere  in  desiring  an 
election,  Lyon  replie<l  :  "*  No  doubt  he  wouM  have  bei»n  sin- 
cerely rejoiced  to  have  been  electe<l."     But  he  added,  *'  Tliere 

seemed  t<K)  much  mvsterv  in  his  conduct.     I  suspected  him  to 

•         *  I 

nave  other  objects  in  view,  thri)Ui^h  which  I  could  not  pene- 
trate. These  objects  1  then  believed  were  known  to  General 
AVilkinson." 

At  N.ishville,  he  was  the  guest  of  General  Jackson,  '*one 
of  those  j>n)mi>t,  frank,  anient  souls  whom  I  love  to  nieet,"' 
Faid  liinr.  He  staid  lour  davs  at  Nashville.  On  the  3d  of 
J  INK',  in  an  open  boat  ]>rovided  by  the  general,  he  and  his 
companion  seeretary  embarked;  and  tloate<l  down  the  Cum- 
berland, two  liiindivd  and  twenty  miles,  to  its  mouth,  where 
they  found  the  ark,  and  resumed  tln'ir  voyage  down  the  Ohio. 

Si.vteen  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Cumberland  was  Furl 
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Massac,  a  place  of  renown  in  the  olden  time,  long  one  of  the 
oiitposu  of  civilization.  There  he  found  General  Wilkinson, 
on  his  way  to  his  government,  and  spent  four  days  with  him. 
The  subjects  of  their  conferences  at  this  time,  Wilkinson  says, 
were  perfectly  legitimate.  Himself,  Burr,  Dayton,  and  others, 
he  declares,  were  deep  in  the  project  of  making  a  canal  round 
the  rapids  of  the  Ohio,  at  Louisville ;  and  this  was  much  dis- 
cussed between  them  whenever  they  met.  Land  speculations 
were  also  talked  of,  and,  more  tlian  all,  the  scheme  of  getting 
Burr  into  Congress.  Wilkinson  gave  him  letters  of  introduc- 
tion to  his  friends  in  New  Orleans,  and,  to  expedite  his  voy- 
age, fitted  him  out  "  an  elegant  barge,  sails,  colors,  and  ten 
oars,  with  a  sergeant  and  ten  able,  faithful  hands.'' 

The  eight  hundred  miles  fcom  Fort  iVIassac  to  Natchez, 
were  accomplished  in  seven  days.  "  Natchez,"  he  wrote  to 
his  daughter,  "  is  a  town  of  three  or  four  hundred  houses ;  the 
inhabitants  traders  and  mechanics,  but  surrounded  by  wealthy 
planteis,  among  whom  I  have  been  entertained  with  great 
hospitality  and  taste.  These  planters  are,  many  of  them,  men 
of  education  and  refinement ;  live  as  well  as  youi*s,  and  have 
generally  better  houses.  We  are  now  going  through  a  settled 
country,  and  during  the  residue  of  my  voyage  to  New  Or- 
leans, about  three  hundred  miles,  I  shall  take  breakf:ist  and 
dinner  each  day  at  the  house  of  some  gentleman  on  shore.  I 
take  no  letters  of  introduction  ;  but,  whenever  I  hejir  of  any 
gentleman  whose  acquaintance  or  hospitalities  I  should  desire, 
I  send  word  that  I  am  coming  to  see  him,  and  have  always 
met  a  most  coylial  recej)tion." 

June  the  25th,  sixty-seven  days  after  leaving  Philadelphia, 
the  voyager,  whose  occasional  delays  had  been  more  than 
made  up  by  his  ra[)idity  when  in  motion,  landed  on  the  levee 
of  New  Orleans.  lie  was  strongly  prejmssessed  in  favor  of 
the  place.  "I  hear  so  many  pleasant  things  of  Orleans,"  he 
wrote  to  his  daughter,  "that  I  should  certainly  (if  one  half  of 
them  arc  verified  on  inspection)  settle  down  there,  were  it  not 
for  Theodosia  and  her  boy  ;  but  the^e  irUl  control  my  fitte,'^^ 

The  city  then  contained  about  nine  thousand  inliabitants. 
Three  hundred  sea-going  vessels,  and  six  hundred  river  flat- 
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boats  nrnvccl  annually  at  its  lovccs.  Fonr  forts,  one  at  eaco 
angle  of  the  city,  lialf  a  mile  apart,  defondcd  the  city.  Tvro 
of  these  were  re^xnlarly-constructed  fortresses,  with  fosse, 
glacis,  and  drawbridge.  The  two  behind  the  city  were  stock- 
udes.  Since  the  departure  of  the  Spaniards  these  fortifications 
liad  been  partly  dinmantlcd,  but  were  capable,  in  a  few  weeks, 
of  being  restored  to  their  original  strength.*    In  1805,  the 

*  Tlio  following;  \a  a  description  of  New  Orleans  under  Spanish  rule,  from 
a  "Journal  of  n  Tour  iu  Unsettled  ports  of  North  America  in  1T96  and 
17  J7,"  by  the  lati-  Kiaiicis  Biiily,  y.U.S.  It  partly  explains  tlie  hatred  of  tlie 
Spaniards  wliioh  jirevuik-d  in  the  western  countr>'  in  the  early  time:  **Tfacir 
liousi's  ur(>  j^ciuTally  built  of  wood,  and  boardLHi  Ter\'  plain  in  the  inside,  and 
made  very  open,  that  there  may  be  a  free  circulation  of  air;  consequcntlj 
they  avoid  all  the  inconvenience  and  expense  of  pajier.  carpetiv,  lirc^  cur- 
lahiH,  and  hanjrin^  of  ditfercnt  kinds.  The  bedrooms  aro  fitted  up  in  tliA 
same  plain  Hfyle,  and  are  famished  with  nothing  but  a  hardrstuffvd  bod,  nasod 
very  nnu'h  in  the  iniddU\  and  covered  with  a  clean,  white  slicot;  and  over 
tint  wliolo  there  is  a  larp.>  piu/.e  net  (ciilled  a  har\  which  is  intended  as  a  de- 
ft nsi'  airjiinst  tin*  nio^ipiit'K's,  and  serves  toU-nibly  Wfll  to  keep  oil'  tho^e  tor- 
ment in;^' creatun-s.  (hi  tiiis  shi"t  (spivad  ujkmi  thf  l)eil,  an<l  tf/<'^r  the  n«'t) 
you  li'-  «ln\vn  without  \i\iy  oth<-r  covt'ririjr.  and  (if  it  he  sunnner-tinit*)  with  the 
d«K.rs  ;iu«l  \vi:iii(»\vs  «ip«'n.  «»  iiit.'l-Tal)lt.-  is  tlir  h^at  (•!' tlu*  eliniato.  I>urin:4 
f-»'V(.ial  days  wlu'n  I  wa-<  luTi',  tin.'  tiiennonu'ttT  was  at  117®  iu  tlic  sha<!e. 
Til'' iht'^s  of  the  iuh.iliilaMts  i-;  al-«i»  ('«»nv.-:pitnilent  to  tiie  turi:iture  of  tlii'ir 
ln»u-i  -:  1 '  iiij"  (I'liird  in  thi-  li;:hi'.<t  munnrr  jw-S'iil.iK',  and  evi  ry  on«'  in  the 
nianii'T  wliicli  ]»l<'a>'S  liiiii  l.«>l,  ihi-n*  is  ni)t  (in  tlu-se  new  (^^uutries)  tliat 
htrati'.'i;  pn)p<n>ify  to  ri«lii'iilt.'  ••\('!'y  on«»  who  deviatrs  from  the  forms  ^\hi^.■h 
u  inoD'  rytal'lisinMl  snri-ty  may  liavf  prosc.Tiht.'tl  to  itself;  hut  cvi-ry  (»ne.  in 
thi.-*  ri"^p<-<'t,  '  «li>rlli  that  wliicli  is  ii.rljt  in  hi^  own  fyps.'  Some  wdl  wear  the 
t'lMirt  l!n(;n  j:a-k' t  of  tin-  Ani'ric.ins,  oilu-rs,  tli  •  Ion;;  fl.nvinjj  fr»;»wii,  or  tlie 
eli):ik  of  thL"  Sj):iiii,irils;  .-«i!i;r.  il.i-  <.i»n  trnu-irs  and  naknloillar:  others*  the 
more  ni'Ml.rn  dn  s-s,  I'l*  ti.:hf  ]';iiit.iliiiiiis  an^l  larp'  i-ravals;  Home,  with  the 
wliin-  (If  itl:n.''n:  «liiji  li  if  :  of!nr-.  with  thf  l».';iv»r  an«l/«;//i'/"x.  aftt-r  the  man- 
n-T  of  ih''  Spaniani«j :  and  so  in  n.sji'-i.-t  \n  all  <ith«'r  mitiuti:i>  of  drvs«.  •  •  • 
Tii'M'  is  hut  un<i  print  in/  pri>s  in  ihr  plat-i',  an«l  that  is  made  uso  uf  by  the 
pi'V«rii»!H'nl  I'lily.  Tho  Spanisli  j:i»vt.'nnrn-nt  is  tfK)  jralnus  to  sufl'orihc  inhal>- 
itiints  t«»  li.ive  tht-  Irh-  ixi-rcisi'  of  it;  li»r,  h«»wrvi'r  Mran/e  it  nniy  uji|H^ar.  yet 
it  is  ahsolutily  tiu»'  that  yuu  ran  not  rvm  siiok  n  pafHT  npiinst  the  wall 
(♦■ith«T  to  t'l  «nv'  r  any  tliiii;/  Ic-Jt,  or  tu  a«!virtis«»  any  tiling  for  sale)  without 
its  lir-l  lja\in/  th'*  s!;..'ii:.tMr"  of  tho  i.cvi  iii'ir.  or  liis  so^Ti'tary  att:u*hiHl  to  it : 
anil  on  all  thoS";  littlo  lijils  whi-h  an.*  slui'k  \\\\  at  tht*  cortk  rs  k^^  th'.»  sirci  b 
you  sro  tho  Wiird  '  rmnittvil'  writi«'n  by  thr  i.ni\ornor  or  his  a^'ut.  ♦  ♦  • 
As  to  the  diven<ii.»nsof  the  plaoe,  thoy  consist  prineiiudly  in  billiard^  of  which 
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chief  defense  of  the  place  was  a  vohmteer  coq)s  of  Americans 
and  Creoles,  commanded  by  Daniel  Clark,  the  great  merchant 
of  the  city,  the  founder  of  that  prodigious  fortune  for  which 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Gaines,  has  so  long  contended  in  the 
courts. 

Daniel  Clark  had  emigrated  from  England  in  1786,  and  had 
grou-n  in  wealth  with  the  ever-growing  prosperity  of  the  city. 
He  had  been  ardent  for  the  transfer  of  the  province  to  the 
United  States,  was  now  the  leader  of  the  American  party 
in  New  Orleans,  and  seemed  to  be  a  zealous  friend  of  the 
Union.  To  him  Colonel  Burr  ])re8ented  the  following  letter 
of  introduction  from  General  Wilkinson : 

"  My  Dear  Sir  :  Tliis  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Colonel 
Burr,  whose  worth  you  know  well  how  to  estimate.  If  the 
persecutions  of  a  great  and  honorable  man  can  give  title  to 
generous  attentions,  he  has  claims  to  all  your  civilities  and  all 
your  services.  You  can  not  oblige  me  more  than  by  such 
conduct,  and  I  pledge  my  life  to  you  it  will  not  be  misapplied. 
To  him  I  refer  you  for  many  things  in»pro|)er  to  letter,  and 
which  he  will  not  say  to  any  other.  I  shall  be  at  St.  Louis 
in  two  weeks,  and  if  you  were  there,  we  could  open  a  mine,  a 
commercial  one  at  least.  Let  me  hear  from  you.  Farewell, 
do  well,  and  believe  me  always  your  friend." 

This  epistle  produced  the  effect  desired.  Bun*  became  inti- 
mate with  Clark,  as  with  all  the  important  persons  of  the 
place.  He  was  received  everywhere  as  t?ie  great  man  I  Gov- 
ernor Claiborne  (governor  of  Orleans  Territory)  gave  him  a 
grand  dinner,  which  was  attended  by  :is  distinguished  a  com- 
pany as  New   Orleans   could   assemble.     Banquet   followed 

there  are  several  tables  in  the  town.  Thw  practice  I  prosnmo  thoy  li.ivo 
adopted  from  the  Americaun,  who  (in  the  southern  part  of  that  continent) 
ibllow  this  amusement  very  much.  Tliey  have  a  playliouse,  which  is  rather 
8malL  It  consistfl  of  one  row  of  boxes  only,  with  an  amphitlioatcr  in  the 
middle,  which  is  raised  above  the  pit,  and  over  the  whole  thcn^  ia  a  pill(?ry. 
The  phys  are  performed  in  French,  and  they  have  a  tolerable  set  of  actors. 
Tlio  inhabitants  are  also  nnisic»al,  but  this  lies  chiofly  anion'jr  the  French. 
The  jrentlemon  of  the  place  <)ft^:n  perform  in  tlie  orchestra  of  the  theater:  in 
(act,  there  is  no  other  muisic  thero  but  such  as  thcv  obtain  m  this  voluntary 


way." 
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banquet ;  fcdo  succeeded  fSte ;  ball  followed  ball.  The  French 
iiiv  that  surroutidcd  every  thing,  the  French  manner  and  tone 
of  society,  were  as  jileasiiig  as  they  were  novel  to  the  traveler. 
The  <lays  flew  swiftly  by.  A  la  Sante  Madame  AlMon^  was 
the  first  toast  at  nearly  every  table.  Even  the  Ursuline  nuns 
Hent  him  an  address  congratulating  him  upon  his  arrival;  and, 
upon  their  receiving  his  polite  reply,  an  invitation  to  visit 
their  convent.  He  went.  ^^Thc  bishop  conducted  me  to  the 
cloister.  Wo  conversed,  at  first,  through  the  grates;  but 
presently  I  was  admitted  within,  and  I  passed  an  hour  with 
them,  greatly  to  my  satisfaction.  None  of  that  calm  monot- 
ony which  I  expected.  All  was  gayety,  w<7,  and  sprightlincss. 
*  *  *  At  i)arting,  I  asked  them  to  remember  me  in  their 
prayers,  whii'h  they  all  promised  with  great  promptness  and 
court  esv." 

If  ]>urr  ever  meant  to  settle  at  the  West,  in  the  practice  of 
the  law,  it  was  this  bouquet ing  and  lionizing,  in  my  opinion, 
which  matle  it  (morally)  impossible  for  him  to  execute  that 
intention.  He  slioiihl  have  resohitely  declined  to  appear  iu 
the  West  as  a  ^reat  personai^e.  How  could  a  man  of  l>urr's 
cast  t)f  e.liararter,  after  iignring  at  the  head  of  cavalcades,  after 
hhinlnLT  at  balls  and  bancpiets,  the  observed  of  all  observers, 
Kmilcd  upon  by  ladies,  toasteil,  elieered,  and  followed  by  men 
—  h(»w  could  h(?  take  a  little  otlice  at  Nashville  or  New  Or- 
leans, hanir  out  a  little  tin  siu:n,  and  subside  into  an  ordinarv 
attoinev  an<l  i*<»uns('Ior  al  law  ?  A  wise  man  could.  But  uho 
is  \\i<(??  There  is  no  position  in  human  life  more  embarrass- 
iuLT,  or  more  likely  t»»  htt  corrn|)tinijr,  than  that  i>f  a  man  who 
is  eumpcljcd  to  move  in  the  conspicuous  and  costly  spheres 
M'itlioiit  ]M)sses^iiiLj  tlie  reqni>ite  sum  pt.r  oinntrtt  !  T«»  be  a 
))oor  man  is  nothing— -is  the  lot  of  nearly  all  the  men  that 
live.  Hut  a  crownlos  kimj^  a  penniless  prince,  an  e\-Vice- 
I'ri'>ident,  without  h<.»nie,  country,  employujent,  income  — 
these  are  pitiable  ptTsons.  Tiu'y  are  dauLTcrous,  too.  It  is 
KU(!h  who  plan  Boulogne  expeditions,  usurp  thrones,  start  mad 
enterprise'!,  and  turn  the  world  up^i.le  tlown. 

Durr  staid  three  weeks  in  New  Orleans.  Wilkinson  said  in 
bis  letter  of  ititroduetion,  that  I  birr  would  make  communlea- 
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tions  to  Clark  which  were  "  improper  to  letter?'*  What  were 
they?  Burr  was  not  a  person  to  waste  three  weeks  in  mere 
feasting  and  playing  the  great  man.  Wherever  he  was,  what- 
ever he  was,  he  was  busy,  lie  had  the  quickest,  most  active 
mind  that  ever  animated  live  feet  six  inches  of  mortality.  It 
is  certain  that  he  did  something  at  New  Orleans  during  those 
three  weeks.     What  ? 

The  question  has  been  answered,  first,  by  Wilkinson  in  his 
ponderous  Memoirs ;  secondly,  by  Clark  in  his  angry  octavo, 
entitled,  ''^Proofs  of  the  Corrujytion  of  General  James  WiU 
kinsoHy  and  of  his  Connection  with  Aaron  Burr  y  thirdly,  by 
Matthew  L.  Davis,  speaking  for  Burr  himself.  Wilkinson 
says  the  reference  in  his  letter  of  introduction,  was  simply  to 
the  election  scheme.  Clark  declares  that  Burr  confided  noth- 
ing to  him  whatever.  He  says  he  liked  Burr  exceedingly,  in- 
vited him  to  dinner,  showed  him  every  possible  civility,  but 
had  not  a  svllable  of  confidential  conversation  with  him.  In 
the  most  positive  and  circumstantial  manner,  lie  denies  that 
he  had  then,  or  ever  had,  any  participation  in,  or  knowledge 
of.  Burr's  designs.*  Davis,  on  the  contrary,  asserts  that  Clark 
and  Wilkinson  were  both  ardently  engau^ed  with  Burr;  and 
that  Clark  agreed  to  advance  fitly  thousand  dollars  in  further- 
ance of  the  great  project.     Other  friends  of  Burr  say  that 

« 

♦  Clark's  own  commenta  on  Wilkinson's  letter  are  as  follows:  "  The  things 
which  it  was  improper  to  Utier  to  me  are  pretty  plainly  expressed  in  a  com- 
munication made  about  the  same  time  (by  Wilkinson)  to  General  Adair.  The 
letter  is  dated,  Rapids  of  Ohio,  May  2dth,  1805,  11  o'clock,  and  contains  theso 
expressions :  —  *  I  was  to  have  introduced  my  friend  Burr  to  you,  but  in  this 
I  fiulcd  by  accident.  lie  understands  your  nierita,  and  reckons  on  you.  Re- 
pair to  me  and  I  will  tell  you  aXL  Wo  must  have  a  poep  at  the  unknown 
world  beyond  mo.'  The  letter  to  no  I  think  fully  proves  that  some  secret 
plan  of  Burr's  was  known  to  Wilkinson  in  May,  1805.  That  to  General 
Adair  leaves  no  doubt  on  tho  subject.  Imrae<liately  after  this  he  went  trj  St. 
lionia,  where  his  very  first  act,  before  he  had  broken  bread  in  tho  territory, 
was  an  endeavor  to  bring  Major  BrufT  into  his  pluTis.  lie  tells  him  that  he 
bad  a  ^ grand  scheme^^  Uiat  'would  make  the  fortunes  of  all  concerned  ;'  and 
tliough  Major  BrufTs  manner  of  receiving  this  overture  i)ut  a  stop  to  any  fur- 
ther disclosure,  yet  wo  may  judge  of  its  nature,  for  it  was  introduced  by  a 
philippic  against  democracy,  and  the  ingratitude  of  republican  govcn> 
moDta." 
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Clark  made  two  voyages  to  Vera  Cruz,  to  spy  out  the  cne* 
iny's  country.  Clark  admits  having  made  the  voyages  (one 
in  September,  1805,  the  other  in  February,  1806);  admitfl 
liaving  collected  information  in  Mexico  respecting  the 
strength  of  the  fortresses,  the  number  of  the  garrisonsiy  and 
the  disposition  of  the  people ;  but  asserts  that  his  voyages  had 
none  but  commercial  objects,  and  that  his  inquiries  were  only 
prompted  by  curiosity.  A  witness  depK>sed  to  having  heard 
Clurk  Kay,  that  he  would  willingly  join  in  a  private  scheme 
for  the  con<|ue.st  of  Mexico,  provided  the  adventurers  could 
turn  their  backs  for  ever  on  the  United  States.  "  You,  for 
example,  might  be  a  duke,''  was  one  expression  which  the 
witness  swore  he  had  heard  Clark  use  in  the  course  of  the 
same  conversation. 

The  diHiculty  of  arriving  at  certainty  on  this  subject  arises 
from  the  fact,  that  most  of  the  existing  evidence  was  given 
after  the  exi)losic)n !  It  was  amusing,  says  Burnet  (in  his 
'' Notes"),  to  see  men  who /x;/orc  the  President's  proclama- 
tinn  ajjpt'ared,  liad  been  loudest  in  Burr's  j)raises,  and  deepest 
in  his  sehemes,  making  haste,  aftrr  that  bolt  had  shivered  the 
ju'oject  to  atoms,  to  denounce  the  traitor  at  every  corner,  and 
runninj^  to  offer  their  services  to  the  governor  in  defense  of  a 
distracted  and  imperiietl  country. 

My  own  hnprcs.^hm^  alter  reading  all  ihc  procurable  docu- 
ments, is,  that  neither  Clark  nor  AV'ilkhison  were  really  enj- 
barked  in  Burr's  Mi'xican  scheme;  though  both,  up  to  a  cer- 
tain ])oint,  may  havt*  favored  it.  Nor  do  I  think  that,  during 
this  visit  to  New  Orleans,  Burr  himself  did  more  than  collect 
information,  and  ca<t  a  verv  wistful  eve  across  the  river  to  the 
domain  of  tlu^  hated  Siiuniards,  who  still  held  the  western  bank 
of  the  -Mississij)pi.  Of  all  tlii^  men  in  the  territory,  Chirk  and 
Wilkinson  were  the  best  inlonned  res|>ecting  the  affairs  of 
Mi'xico.  Both  had  traded  with  the  Don**.  Wilkinson,  for 
many  a  year,  had  induli^ed  the  dream  of  leading  an  army  lo 
the  (capital  of  th(*  Monte/nm:is,  and  had  made  mhinte  inquiries 
respecting  the  routes.  -VII  these  st(»res  of  information  were 
freely  jjoured  into  the  ear  of  a  man  fond  of  adventure,  habitu 
ated  to  distinction,  ami  destitute  of  resoun'os. 
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He  could  see  for  himself  that  the  tie  which  bound  the  prov- 
ince of  Louisiana  to  the  Union  was  not  strong.  The  French 
population,  who  had  for  a  few  months  enjoyed  a  reunion  with 
their  mother  country,  and  had  hoped  that  that  reunion  would 
be  perpetual,  merely  acquiesced  in  the  recent  cession.  The 
Spaniards  could  not  give  up  the  hope  of  regaining  the  prov- 
ince. 

Sixty  years  before,  the  map  of  what  is  now  the  United 
States,  reflected  glory  chiefly  upon  the  Spanish  name.  Except 
that  along  the  Atlantic  coast  there  appeared  a  narrow  red 
stripe  denoting  the  British  colonies,  that  map  was  one  ex- 
panse of  ^reen,  the  northern  part  of  which  was  called  Canada, 
the  southern,  Louisiana ;  and  the  whole  was  claimed  by  the 
French.  A  few  yeai's  later,  the  latter  province,  embracing  the 
most  productive  pait  of  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  upon  which  the  value  gf  all  the  rest  de- 
pended, was  ceded  to  Spain.  After  half  a  century  of  jmsses- 
sion,  the  Spaniards  had  lost  all  their  domain  cast  of'this  river, 
but  still  hoped  that  the  next  European  peace  would  give  it 
back  to  them.  Some  of  the  Spanish  oflicials  remained  in  New 
Orleans  for  eighteen  months  after  the  cession,  in  expectation 
of  that  event. 

The  American  population,  composed  chiefly  of  young,  ad- 
venturous men,  had  taken  some  umbrage  at  the  central  gov- 
ernment, and  Burr  must  have  heard  expressions  of  this  during 
bis  stay. 

Toward  the  close  of  July,  he  bade  farewell  to  his  friends  in 
New  Orleans,  promising  to  return  to  them  ere  long.  To  as- 
cend those  great  rivers  of  the  south-west  was  scarcely  possible 
at  that  day.  Daniel  Clark  furnished  him  with  two  horses,  an<i 
a  servant  to  bring  them  back,  who  attended  him  as  far  as 
Natchez.  In  the  gay  society  of  that  place,  he  lingered  a 
week;  then,  taking  a  guide,  plunged  into  the  dreary  wilder- 
ness that  lay  between  Natchez  and  Nashville,  a  distance  of 
four  hundred  and  filly  miles.  The  path,  where  there  was  a 
path,  was  a  famous  Indian  trail,  which  wound  around  stagnant 
lakes,  along  sluggish  streams,  and  through  dismal  swamps. 
At  certain  seasons,  it  was  infested  by  robbers  who  used  to  lay 
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in  wait  for  bontmon  returning  to  the  Ohio  laden  with  the  pro- 
cfCils  of  tlieir  last  voyage  to  Xew  Orleans.  Tired  and  worn 
with  this  niiscnihle  journey,  pertbrnied  in  the  hottest  season 
of  the  year,  the  traveler  reached  Nashville  on  the  6th  of 
August,  and  was  once  more  domiciled  with  General  Jackson. 

Again,  he  w:ls  overwhelmed  with  attentions.  He  was  com- 
|)1iineiit('(l,  too,  with  a  public  dinner,  which  was  attended  bj 
all  that  Xasliville  could  boast  of  distinction  and  talent. 

He  remained  a  week  at  tlie  generaPs  hoi»pitable  mansion. 
A  two  weeks'  tour  in  Kentucky  followed,  during  which,  be- 
sides traversing  another  wilderness  of  a  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  he  visited  Louisville,  Frankfort,  and  Lexington,  at  all 
of  which  h(*  was  entertained  with  fatal  distinction.  He  formed 
an  acquaintance  with  Henry  Clay,  then  in  the  dawn  of  his 
renown.  Ciay  was  strongly  attracted  to  a  man  whom  he,  in 
eonunon  with  most  western  men,  regarded  as  the  victim  of 
persecution,  and  whose  talents  he  admired. 

It  wjus  during  tliis  very  tour  in  Kentucky  that  the  antipathy 
of  the  m<*n  of  tlie  West  to  their  Spanish  neighboi*8  was  kindUHi 
to  fury  hy  what  is  known  as  the  "  Kemper  diflieulty."  Baton 
Itongc,  llioiigh  cljiclly  inhabited  by  Americans,  was  still  held 
and  garris<)nc<l  by  Sj)aniards.  The  Americans,  in  the  course 
of  that  Slimmer,  had  formed  a  plot  to  "shake  off  the  Spanish 
y()k(?,""  and  to  annex  themselves  to  their  countrymen  on  the 
other  side  of  tiie  Mississippi.  For  want  of  a  competent  leader, 
the  ph>t  failed,  and  the  S|»aniards,  with  their  usual  stupidity, 
were  eager,  not  to  conciliate,  but  to  ]»unisli  the  "rebels.'* 
The  thi<-e  brotiiers  Kemper,  who  had  been  the  leading  spirits 
of  tlu'  rebellion,  lied  to  the  American  side,  where  they  estab- 
lisiied  themselves.  In  their  own  houses,  at  midnight,  they 
wer(»  seized  by  a  party  of  Spanish  troo|>s,  and  conveyed  across 
the  line.  They  were  mnm  re-caj>tured ;  but  this  impudent 
\iolal ion  of  American  soil  touched  the  ])ride  of  the  border 
States  keeidv,  and  it  was  while  cverv  ujan  was  breathing  out 
ihre.'itenings  and  s]anght<'r  against  the  insolent  l)<uw,  that 
I>\nr  was  traversing  those  States.  If ///'•;/,  he  had  done  what 
next  Vi'ar  he  attempted,  tiie  issue  might  have  been  difforeul 
•^  could  not  but  have  been  different. 
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Meanwhile,  the  impression  arose  that  Burr's  presence  in  the 
W<?st  had  sometliing  to  do  witli  these  Si)anish  troubles,  and  a 
ruraor  to  that  effect  soon  found  its  way  to  the  Spanish  author- 
ities, who  still  had  prisoners  on  the  American  soil.  Septem- 
ber 7th,  we  find  Daniel  Clark  writing  to  General  Wilkinson, 
a  letter  upon  the  subject.  That  epistle  has  been  thought  a 
master-piece  of  dissembling.  The  reader  may  try  his  pene- 
tration upon  it: 

"  Many  absurd  and  wild  reports  are  circulated  here,  and 
have  reached  the  ears  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Spanish  gov- 
ernment, respecting  our  ex-Vice-President.  You  are  spoken 
of  as  his  right-hand  man,  and  even  I  am  now  supposed  to  bo 
of  consequence  enough  to  combine  with  Generals  and  Vice- 
Presidents.  At  any  other  time  but  the  present,  I  should  amuse 
myself  vastly  at  the  folly  and  fears  of  those  who  are  affected 
with  these  idle  tales ;  but  being  on  the  ])oint  of  setting  off  for 
Vera  Cruz,  on  a  large  mercantile  speculation,  I  feel  cursedly 
hurt  at  the  rumors,  and  might,  in  consequence  of  Spanish  jeal- 
ousy, get  into  a  hobble  I  couhl  not  easily  get  out  of.  Entre 
nous,  I  believe  that  Minor,  of  Natchez,  has  a  great  part  in  this 
business,  to  make  himself  of  importance.  He  is  in  the  pay  of 
Spain,  and  wishes  to  convince  them  he  is  much  their  friend. 
This  is,  however,  a  matter  of  suspicion  on  my  part,  but  the 
channel  through  which  the  information  reached  me,  makes  mo 
suppose  it.  Power,  whose  head  is  always  stuffed  with  plots, 
projects,  conspiracies,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  and  who  sees  objects 
through  a  mill-stone,  is  going  to  Natchez,  next  week,  to  un- 
ravel the  whole  of  this  extraordinary  business,  and  then  God 
liave  mercy  on  the  culprits,  for  Spanish  lire  and  in<lignation 
will  be  leveled  at  them.  What  in  the  name  of  heaven  could 
have  given  rise  to  these  extravagances? 

"Were  I  sufficiently  intimate  with  Mr.  Burr,  and  knew  where 
to  direct  a  line  to  him,  I  should  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to 
liim.  Perhaps,  finding  Minor  in  his  way,  he  was  endeavoring 
to  extract  somethinjj:  from  him.  lie  has  amused  himself  at  the 
blockhead's  expense,  and  then  Elinor  has  retailed  the  news  to 
his  employers.  Inquire  of  Mr.  Burr  about  this,  and  let  mo 
know  at  my  return,  which  will  be  in  three  or  six  months.  The 
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tale  is  a  horrid  one,  if  well  told.  Kentnckj,  Tennessee,  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  part  of  Georgia  and  Carolina,  are  to  be 
bribed  with  the  phinder  of  the  Spanish  conntries  west  of  as, 
to  separate  from  the  Union.  This  is  but  apart  of  the  bosincHi 
Heavens !  what  wonderful' things  there  will  be  in  tbose  days. 
But  how  the  devil  I  have  been  lagged  into  the  oonsplracj,  oi 
what  assistance,  I  can  be  to  it,  is  to  me  ineomprebensible 
Voiis,  qui  savez  tout,  can  best  explain  this  riddle.  Amuae  Mr 
Burr  with  an  ax:count  of  it,  but  let  not  these  great  and  import- 
ant objects,  these  almost  imperial  doings,  prevent  yoa  from 
attending  to  my  land  business.  Recollect  that  yoa,  if  yoa  in- 
tend to  become  kings  and  emperors,  must  have  a  little  more 
consideration  for  vassals;  and  if* we  have  nothing  to  clothe 
ourselves  with,  for  we  can  be  clothed  by  the  produce  of  onr 
lands  only ;  and  if  Congi*ess  take  the  land  for  want  of  formal* 
ities,  we  sliall  then  have  no  produce,  and  shall  make  a  very 
Fhabby  fiirure  at  your  courts.  Think  of  this,  and  practice  those 
formalities  tliat  are  neeoss:iry,  that  I  may  have  from  my  Il- 
linois lands  wherewith  to  buy  a  decent  court-dress,  when  pro- 
sented  at  your  levee.  I  hope  you  will  not  have  Kentucky 
men  tor  your  masters  of  ceremonies." 

To  this  letter  Wilkinson  biiefly  re})lied ;  but  only  alluded 
to  the  rumor  as  "  the  tale  of  a  tub  of  Burr,"  and  passed  to 
other  subjects. 

About  the  middle  of  September,  Burr  reached  St.  Louis, 
wliere  Gen(;ral  Wilkinson  was.  What  passed  between  them 
h:is  })een  told  only  by  Wilkinson,  who  says  that  ho  was  then 
strurk  and  alarmed  by  the  altered  manner  of  his  friend. 
"  Uurr  seemed,"  says  he,  "  to  be  revolvhig  some  great  project, 
the  nature  of  which  he  did  not  disclose.  Speakhig  of  the  im- 
becility of  the  government.  Colonel  Burr  said,  *it  would 
niolder  to  jneces,  die  a  natural  death,'  or  words  to  that  effect; 
adding '  that  the  people  of  the  western  country  were  ready 
for  revolt.'  To  this  I  recollect  replying,  that  if  lie  had  not 
pr(>lited  more  by  his  journey,  he  had  better  have  remained  at 
Wjisliington  or  Philad('I])hia.  For  surely,  said  I,  my  friend, 
no  persou  was  ever  more  mistaken  !     Tlio  western  people  dis- 
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affected  to  the  government  ?  Tliey  are  bigoted  to  Jefferson 
and  democracy!  and  the  convei*flation  dropped." 

Other  conversation  of  this  kind  followed,  and  Wilkinson, 
according  to  his  own  account,  began  to  fear  that  Burr  had 
conceived  some  dangerous  and  desperate  enterprise.  More  than 
ever,  therefore,  he  bestirred  himself  to  promote  his  election  to 
Ck>ngre8S.  As  evidence  of  this,  Wilkinson  adduces  a  letter  of 
bis  to  Governor  Harrison  of  Indiana,  dated  September  19th, 
The  part  of  it  relating  to  Burr  is  as  follows ;  *'  Shall  I  say  in 
return  I  have  a  boon  to  ask  of  you,  of  no  ordinary  import  ? 
No,  I  will  not !  because  the  commutation  would  dishonor  my 
application  ;  but  I  will  demand  from  your  friendship  a  boon, 
in  its  influence  coextensive  with  the  Union  ;  a  boon,  perhaps, 
on  which  that  Union  may  much  depend  ;  a  boon  which  may 
serve  me,  may  serve  you,  and  dis-serve  neither ;  a  boon,  which 
from  my  knowledge  of  men,  motives,  and  principles,  will  be 
acceptable  to  those  whose  politics  we  are  bound  to  support. 
If  you  ask,  what  is  this  important  boon  which  I  so  earnestly 
crave  ?  I  will  say  to  you,  return  the  bearer  to  the  councils  of 
onr  country,  where  his  talents  and  abilities  are  all-important 
at  the  present  moment.  But,  you  continue,  how  is  this  to  be 
done  ?  By  your  fiat !  Let  IVIr.  Parke  adhere  to  his  profes- 
«on ;  convene  your  Solomons  and  let  them  return  him  (Col- 
onel Bun*)  to  Congress.  If  you  taste  this  proposition,  speak 
to  him,  and  he  will  authorize  you  to  purchase,  if  necessary,  an 
estate  for  him  in  your  Territory." 

Wilkinson  says  that,  besides  writing  this  letter,  he  warned 
a  member  of  the  cabinet,  about  the  same  time,  to  ^^  keep  an 
eye  upon  Burr."  But  he  also  admits  that  between  September, 
1805,  and  May,  1806,  he  received*  six  letters  in  cipher  from 
Colonel  Burr,  all  of  which  contained  expressions  calculated  to 
inculpate  him  (Wilkinson).  Specimens  of  these  will  be  given 
in  a  moment. 

In  October  Burr  had  left  the  far  West.  On  his  way  east- 
ward, he  called  again  at  Blennerhassett  Island,  but  found  the 
master  absent. 

In  November  he  passed  a  week  at  Washington,  when  he 
was  received  as  of  old,  dined  with  the  President,  and  gave  an 
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Account  of  his  western  travels  to  the  company.  In  the  eoane 
of  conversation,  at  the  President's  table,  he  chanced  to  men- 
tion t)iat  a  certain  military  road,  which  figured  on  a  map  pre- 
pared by,  or  for  General  Wilkinson,  had  no  existence  in  re- 
ality. The  next  day,  fearing  that  this  fact  might  injure  the 
general  in  the  President's  estimation,  he  made  a  point  of  call- 
ing at  the  White  House  to  explain  it  away.  From  members 
of  the  cabinet,  he  learned  that  there  wotdd  be  no  tear  wUh 

From  Washini^ton  he  went  South  to  meet  his  son-in-law  and 
Theodosia ;  returning  in  December  to  Philadelphia.  There 
he  wrote  one  of  his  mystei-ious  letters  to  Wilkinson,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy.  The  date  is  December  12th :  ^  Abont 
the  last  of  October  our  cabinet  was  serioasly  disposed  for  war 
with  the  Spaniards ;  but  more  recent  accounts  of  the  increas- 
ing and  alarming  aggressions  and  annoyances  of  the  British, 
and  some  courteous  words  from  the  French,  have  banislied 
every  such  intention.  In  case  of  such  warfare,  Lee  would 
have  been  coninianiler-in-ehief;  truth,  I  assure  you;  he  must, 
you  know,  come  from  Virijinia.  The  utmost  now  intended  is 
that  sort  of  marine  ]Mracy  which  we  had  with  the  French 
under  the  former  a(lmiiiistrali(m.  Burr  j>assed  a  week  at 
Washington,  and  has  been  here  ten  days,  lleeeption  as  usual. 
He  had  discovered  nothinLc  which  exeites  doubts  of  the  con- 
llrmalion  of  Wilkinson's  aj»pointinent.  Secretary  of  Xavy 
appreliendi'd  no  diflicully.  ^lilitary  establishment  will  not  in- 
crease nor  diminish.  On  the  subject  of  a  ceitain  speculation, 
it  is  not  deemed  material  to  write  till  the  whole  cuu  be  coni- 
numieate<i.  Tlie  circumstam-e  referred  to  in  a  letter  from 
Oliio  remains  in  suspense;  the  auspices,  however,  are  favora- 
l)K>,  and  it  is  believed  that  Wiiknison  will  give  audience  to  a 
delegation  composed  of  Adair  and  Dayton  in  February.  Can 
05  *  *  *  1^^  jj.jj  j,j  y^yyxv  vicinity  at  some  few  hours' 
notification  ?'' 

One  would  certainly  suppose  that  men  who  corresponded 
thus  were  a('(piaiiite<l  with  each  other's  plans. 

In  this  same  month  of  December,  Burr  wrote  his  first  letter 
to  Blenncrbassett.    It  was  a  very  innocent  commuuicaiion. 


^ 
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thongh  the  contrary  has  been  asserted.  It  began  with  regrets 
that  he  had  not  had  the  pleasure  of  meethig  Biennerliassett  oti 
the  island,  and  inquired  where  and  when  they  could  come  to- 
gether. Its  main  purport  was  that  Blennerhassett  was  too 
much  of  a  man  to  be  satisfied  with  the  common-place  delights 
of  rural  seclusion.  He  should  aspire  to  a  career  in  which  his 
powers  would  be  employed.  His  fortune,  already  impaired, 
\i'ould  gradually  dwindle  away,  and  his  children  be  lefl  desti- 
tute. The  world  was  wide ;  he  should  go  forth  from  his  ener- 
vating solitude  in  pursuit  of  fortune  and  of  honor. 

The  letter  produced  precisely  the  effect  intended.  Flattered 
by  the  notice  of  a  distinguished  man,  anxious  for  his  decaying 
fortune,  fired  with  a  desire  for  distinction,  Blennerliassett  re- 
plied that  he  should  be  glnd  to  partici])ate  in  any  enterprise  in 
wliich  Colonel  Burr  might  think  proper  to  embark.  He  ad- 
mitted, upon  his  trial,  that  in  making  this  advance  to  Colonel 
Burr,  he  had  in  view  two  objects;  namely,  the  procuring  of 
lands  in  the  South-west,  and  a  military  enterprise  against  the 
Spaniards.  He  said  that  he  supposed  the  administration  shared 
the  universal  indignation  against  the  Spaniards,  an<l  that  a  war 
with  Spain  was  impending ;  in  which  case  Colonel  Burr's  mili- 
tary talents  could  not  but  be  called  into  requisiiion. 

This  letter  was  dated  December  21st,  1805,  but  did  not 
reach  Colonel  Burr  until  the  middle  of  February,  1806.  At 
that  time  his  plans  were  in  suspense,  and  he  was  in  some  doubt 
whether  he  should  be  ever  able  to  accomplish  them.  For  two 
months  Blennerhassett's  letter  lay  in  his  desk  unanswered. 
Meanwhile,  he  had  turned  his  thoughts  in  another  direction. 
Once  more,  he  sought  the  public  service. 

In  Jefferson's  Anas,  under  the  date  of  April  15th,  180C, 
occurs  the  narrative  of  Colonel  Burr's  second  application  to 
the  President  for  an  a])pointment.  This  narrative  w  doubtless 
essentially  true,  but  Jefferson  admits  that  it  was  written  under 
feelings  of  resentment.  Some  of  Burr's  partisans  in  New 
York  had  been  agitating  this  spring  a  project  for  his  return 
to  that  State,  again  to  ])Iay  the  leading  part  in  its  polit'u  s. 
Among  other  means  employed  (but  not  by  him),  was  the  re- 
vival of  Burr's  suit  against  Cheetham  for  hbel ;  the  object 
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being  to  procure  detnonstntirs  proof  that  Burr  did  not,  H 
any  mnnncr  wlintcver,  intrigue  Sir  the  prendencj'  in  1891. 
Suiiie  of  tiie  depoaitiotiH  taken  for  tliia  puipoae  aoemed  to.  n^. 
fiect  upon  JcfTuraon,  and  it  vaa  while  MnarUng  nuder  ooo  •! 
these,  that  he  penned  the  ibllowing  **  ana :" 

"  About  a  month  ttfto.  Colonel  Ban-  oalled  on  nw,  aad  tif. 
tered  into  a  converaation,  in  which  he  mnntioned,  that  a  ttd| 
before  my  coming  into  office,  I  had  written  to  turn  a  VMBi 
intimating  thnt  I  had  destined  him  for  a  high  emploj^.lMd  Ih 
not  been  placed  by  the  people  in  »  diflbrent  one ;  that  bo  lull 
signified  his  willingnen  to  resign  aa  Vioo-Prcadant,  to. gin 
aid  to  the  adraitiidtration  in  anj  other  plaoe;  that  Ihi  bal 
never  asked  an  office,  however;  he  takedud  of  nobodj*  Wt 
could  walk  on  his  own  leg*,  and  take  oare  ctf  htmaelf;^  lialti 
had  always  used  him  with  poUtenesa,  bnt  nothing  mora ;  tkrt 
he  aided  in  bringing  on  the  present  order  of  tbinga;  tint  k 
had  snpported  the  administration  ;  and  that  he  ooniA  do  ■■ 
niu(;h  liarm.  He  wiithed,  however,  to  be  on  different  groRDl* 
He  was  now  disengaged  from  all  j>articular  budneea — willing 
to  t'ngngc  in  something — should  be  in  town  some  days,  if  I 
should  have  any  thing  to  propose  to  him. 

"I  obscTved  to  him  tlmt  I  had  always  been  sensible  that  he 
posses§c<l  talents  wliiuli  might  be  employed  greatly  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  public,  and  that,  as  to  myself  I  had  a  oonfr 
deiiec,  that  if  he  were  cm]>1oyed,  he  would  nse  his  talenta  fiir 
the  public  good ;  but  that  he  must  he  sendble  the  pablie  had 
witlidrawn  their  eontidunce  from  him,  and  that  in  a  gor«n> 
mcnt  like  oui-s  it  was  nect^ssary  to  embrace  in  its  sdmiiiiatifr 
tion  as  great  a  mass  of  public  confidence  as  poamblo,  by  eoh 
ploying  those  who  had  a  character  with  the  publio  of  their 
own,  and  not  merely  a  secondary  one  throngh  the  executive. 

"  lie  obsei'vcd  that  if  we  believed  a  few  newsp^era,  it 
might  be  supposed  he  bad  lofit  the  publio  confideooe,  bnt  that 
I  knew  how  easy  it  was  to  engage  newspapers  in  any  thing. 

"  I  observed  that  I  did  not  reter  to  that  kind  of  evidenes 
of  hia  having  lost  the  public  confidence,  but  to  tho  late  foat 
denttal  election,  when,  though  in  possesnon  of  the  ottoe  of 
YioB-Preaident,  there  was  not  a  single  voice  heard  £ir  bia  r» 
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taiiiing  it.  That,  as  to  any  harm  he  could  do  me,  I  knew  no 
cause  why  he  should  desire  it,  but  at  the  same  lime,  I  feared 
no  injury  which  any  man  could  do  me  ;  that  I  never  had  done 
a  single  act,  or  been  concerned  in  any  transaction,  which  I 
feared  to  have  fully  laid  open,  or  which  could  do  me  any  hurt, 
if  truly  stated  ;  that  I  had  never  done  a  single  thing  with  a 
view  to  my  personal  interest,  or  that  of  any  friend,  or  with 
any  other  view  than  that  of  the  greatest  public  good  ;  that, 
tlierefore,  no  threat  or  fear  on  that  head  would  ever  be  a 
motive  of  action  with  me. 

"  He  has  continued  in  town  to  this  time ;  dined  with  me 
this  day  week,  and  called  on  me  to  take  leave  two  or  three 
days  ago. 

"  I  did  not  commit  these  things  to  writing  at  the  time,  but 
I  do  it  now,  because  in  a  suit  between  him  and  Cheetham,  he 
has  had  a  depot?ition  of  Mr.  Bayard  taken,  which  seems  to 
have  no  relation  to  the  suit,  nor  to  any  other  object,  except  to 
calumniate  me." 

It  is  not  surprising  that  Burr's  friends  should  still  resent 
this  "  ana."  Doubtless,  the  mode  of  Burr's  application  is  not 
as  favorably  stated  as  it  would  have  been  by  Colonel  Svvart- 
wout.  But  I  beg  to  say  that  Jefferson's  reply  was  unanswer- 
able and  noble,  worthy  of  the  best  and  ablest  American  then 
living.  Burr  was  right,  too,  in  laughing  it  to  scorn.  He  was 
himself  deceived  as  to  his  position  and  j>opularity  by  the  en- 
thusiasm of  his  reception  at  the  West.  But  the  West  was  not 
then,  is  not  yet,  though  it  is  going  to  be,  the  Nation.  Vir- 
ginia, New  £ngland,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York  were  the 
Nation  in  1804,  and  in  them  it  could  with  truth  be  said  that 
Colonel  Burr  had  lost  the  public  coniidence  as  a  politician,  and 
much  of  the  public  respect  as  a  man. 

From  the  time  of  this  interview.  Colonel  Burr  set  his  face 
westward,  resolved,  if  )>ossible,  to  execute  the  enterprise  to 
'which  his  recent  correspondence  had  so  otlen  alluded.  On 
the  very  day  that  Jeflerson  wrote  the  narrative  just  quoted, 
Barr  replied  to  Blennerhassett's  letter.  He  said  he  had  pro- 
jected, and  still  meditated,  a  "  speculation"  precisely  of  the 
character  Blennerhassett  had  described.     ^*  It  would  have  been 
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submitted  to  your  considcnition,  in  October  last,  if  I  had  than 
IihJ  the  uo(m1  iortuuc  to  find  yon  at  home.  The  basineWi 
liowever,  in  some  degree  depends  on  contingencies  not  within 
my  coulro),  and  will  not  be  commenced  before  December,  if 
ever.  From  tliis  circumstance,  and  as  the  matter  m  its  presr 
ent  statii  cati  not  be  satisfactorily  explained  by  letter,  the 
oommunication  will  be  deferred  till  a  personal  inter>Meur  can 
be  liatl.  AVilli  this  view,  I  pray  to  bo  informed  of  your  in- 
tended movements  the  ensuing  season,  and  in  case  you  shonld 
visit  New  Orleans,  at  what  time  and  at  what  port  you  may  be 
expected  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  But  I  must  insist  that  these 
intimations  he  not  permitted  to  interrupt  the  prosecntion  of 
any  ]»lans  wliich  yon  have  formed  for  yourself.  No  occupa- 
tion \v])ieh  will  not  take  you  off  the  continent  can  interfere 
with  that  which  I  may  propose.  ♦  *  ♦  We  shall  have  no 
war  unless  we  should  be  actually  invaded." 

The  ''coniiiiiceiicieH"  referred  to  in  this  letter  were  chiefly 
pecimiaiy.  All  dej)eii(l(.'d  on  the  ])Ossil)ility  of  his  raising  a 
ennsi<leral>le  sum  in  cash,  and  a  larirer  one  in  paper. 

TIk*  <lav  afu*r  answerini;  ]>l(MnKMhassftt,  he  wrote  another 
letter  in  cipher  to  General  Wilkinson,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  (•^>|»y  : 

''Tin*  execution  of  our  ju'ojcct  is  ])ostponed  till  December. 
Want  of  water  in  Ohio  niulcred  movement  impractie.ible: 
other  reasons  reiuUMi'*!  dilay  cxiMMliont.  The  association  is 
enlarLTcd,  and  eomprisi*s  all  that  Wilkinson  could  wish.  Confi- 
<k'n('L'  limited  to  a  few.  Thouirh  this  delav  is  irksome,  it  will 
eiKible  us  to  move  with  more  errtainty  and  dignity.  Burr  will 
be  throughout  the  United  Slates  this  summer.  Administration 
is  damned,  whi<-h  IJandolph  aids.  Burr  wrote  you  a  long  let 
ter  la**t  December,  nMilviiiix  to  a  short  one  deemed  vorv  Millv. 
XothiuLj  has  heen  heard  from  the  Hrii'adier  sinee  October.  Is 
Cusion  et  Portes  right?     Address,  lUirr,  at  Washington." 

The  "  Hrigadier"  was  Wilkinson.  "  (Vision,"  was  Cidonel 
Cushinix,  second  in  eonunand  under  Wilkinson.  *^  Portes" 
was  Major  J\)rter,  another  of  the  brigadier's  ollicers. 

This  letter  confirms  the  impression,  that  "our  project," 
\»*hatever  it  was,  was  one  in   which  Wilkinson  was  as  much 
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iniplicatcil  as  Burr.  But  of  all  things  in  tlie  world,  circum- 
stantial  evidence  is  the  most  deceptive.  That  Wilkinson 
knew  what  Burr  proposed,  I  can  not  doubt ;  but  that  he  had 
unequivocally  engaged  to  join  in  the  projected  speculation,  is 
a  question  upon  which  there  may  be  two  well-sustained  opin- 
ions. 

As  the  spring  advanced,  affairs  in  the  South-west  looked  more 
and  more  threatening.  The  Spaniards  added  aggression  to  in- 
solence. It  had  been  agreed  between  the  two  governments,  that 
until  the  boundary  line  should  be  settled  by  negotiation^  each 
party  should  retain  its  posts,  but  establish  no  new  ones,  nor 
make  any  military  movements  whatever  within  the  limits  in 
dispute.  But  after  making  several  petty  encroachments,  the 
Spanish  commander,  early  in  June,  advanced  a  force  of  twelve 
hundred  men  to  within  twenty  miles  of  Nachitoches.  In- 
stantly, General  Wilkinson  took  measures  for  the  defense  of 
the  frontier.  He  had  only  six  hundred  regulars  under  his  com- 
mand, most  of  whom  were  hurried  forward  to  the  scene  of 
expected  wai-fare.  The  forts  of  New  Orleans  were  hastily  re- 
paired. Every  militiaman  in  the  West  was  furbishing  his  ac- 
coutrements, and  awaiting  the  summons  to  the  field.  On  the 
4th  of  July,  1806,  there  were  not  a  thousand  persons  in  the 
United  States  who  did  not  think  war  with  Spain  inevitable, 
impending,  begun  I  The  country  desired  it.  A  blow  from 
Wilkinson,  a  word  from  Jefferson,  would  have  let  loose  the 
dogs  of  war,  given  us  Texas,  and  changed  the  history  of  the 
two  continents. 

But  Napoleon,  now  stalking  toward  the  summit  of  his 
power,  had  intimated  that  a  declaration  of  war  against  Sf)ain 
would  be  considered  a  declaration  of  war  against  him,  Pitt, 
his  great  enemy,  had  just  died.  For  the  moment,  Napoelon's 
word  was  law  everywhere  in  the  world,  out  of  the  range  of 
British  cannon. 
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PuKri^KLV  wlicn,  j)rocisely  where,  it  was  that  Burr  con- 
cu'ImmI  the  iMitt  r|niHi*  upon  which  Ills  heart  was  now  Hxed,  he 
c<»uM  not  ])('rlinj»s  irnnsclf  liave  told.  From  an  early  ilay, 
schemes  lor  rovoliitionizini;  the  ill  governed  Spanisli  ]>rovince.s 
(»f  Aiiu'iiea,  li.nl  heon  familiar  to  (lie  j)eople  of  llic  I'nilcil 
Stales.  DminLT  the  Kevohilinn,  (u'lUTal  Miranthi  w:i^  miu'h 
in  the  Ann'iiean  eamj>,  fniiiir  the  yonn^  oHioiMs,  Hamilton  j>ar- 
tieularlv,  wilh  his  own  enlhtisia^m  on  tlii*<  snhiect  ;  and  IJurr 
luuA  often  have  hear»l  .Miranda's  |)lans  talkeil  uwr  )»y  llie 
<'aniii-tire.  In  ihi><  very  year,  isoij,  Miranda  >aih;tl  from  New 
York  t»)  \'ene/.iul:i,  with  an  exju'dition,  to  reahze  the  dream  ef 
liis  youth-  -to  exeeiile  the  purpose  of  his  fife.  IJe  tliileil ; 
and  liiiKd  HL^ain  ;  and  pi-ri^hed  at  la^t  in  a  Spanish  dnii^e>>ii. 
It  \va-!  to  tliis  txpe'liii(»n  that  Wilkin^^on  alhided,  whfM  ]\v  Niiil 
t'»  r>uir  at  St.  I-.«)uis  that  lie  feare<l  Miriin*(tt  hml  tttk* n  tit. 
Iti-'titf  trit  (if'  /it's  mttiitjt,  \\\\\'\'  w^KiA  to  sav,  that  WiiL'iH.<ttn 
suLTLre^sted  the  plan  »d'  his  e\pe«liti<»n  —  not  ^[iranila. 

It  \va<  r!o  (h'eain  ol'  lepuhlieanizinLj  an  op[»ressL'd  people 
that  pr(»mpted  Ihnr's  enterprise.  Ih'  had  had  enouLjh  i»l  n- 
juihlies.  His  desi'jjn  was  to  eon<(uer  -Mexici*  from  the  Span* 
iards  ;  to  estahli>li  in  that  tine  count  rv,  a  stronij,  liheral,  enli;:iil- 
iMud  L^nvernnn-nt  ;*to  ]>lace  himsell  at  the  lieatlofthat  jjoverii- 
nn-nt  ;  ainh  if  lortune  favored,  to  extirpate  the  Spanish  pi>wir 
on  the  continent.  Tiiat  tl"ni',  it  would  Im»  f«M"  the  States  wr^t 
of  the  AlleL(hani.>,  in  tlu^  exercise  of  their  right  as  independ* 
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ent   powers,  to  decide  whether  they  would  remain  in  the. 
Union,  or  join  the  new  empire.     If  they  should  choose  the 
latter.  Burr  might  select  New  Orleans  for  his  capital,  and  \ 
rule  from  thence  the  whole  of  the  vast  valley  of  the  Mbsi&-   \ 
8ippi.     If  they  should  prefer  the  former,  the  city  of  Mexico    j 
would  be  the  center  and  seat  of  his  power.     But  these  details   \ 
were  merely  dreamed  of.     The  conquest  of  Mexico,  the  de-    j 
liverance  of  her  people  from  an  exacting  and  tyrannical  gov-    j 
emment,  the  establishment  of  a  dynasty  worthy  to  rule  so    ! 
magniticent  an  empire,  the  formation  of  a  court,  which  Theo-   I 
doaia  siiould  adoni  by  her  beauty,  and  enliven  by  her  talents, 
and  where  her  boy  should  figure  as  the  heir-apparent  —  these    ■ 
were  the  great  objects  of  Burr's  thoughts  and  endeavors  dur-  . 
ing  the  year  1806.  i 

Whethtr  the  execution  of  the  project  should  be  attempted 
soon,  or  late,  or  never,  depended  upon  the  turn  which  affairs 
might  take  on  the  south-western  frontier.  If  war  broke  out, 
nothing  would  be  easier  than  to  organize  an  expedition 
s^piinst  Mexico,  Thousands  of  adventurous  spirits  would 
hasten  to  enroll  themselves  under  the  banner  of  a  i)opular 
chief^  and  the  people  of  Mexico*  were  known  to  be  disaf- 
fected. Burr  had  received  assm-ances  that  the  priests  would 
be  passive  if  the  church  and  its  possessions  were  held  inviolate. 
From  certain  commanders  of  Spanish  militia,  he  had  obtained 

*  One  of  Jeffcrson*s  letters  to  John  Jay,  dated  MarsoiUes,  May  1787, 
oontaiofl  some  interestinii;  information  respec>ting  the  inhabitants  of  Mexico 
at  about  the  period  of  the  American  Revolution,  derived  from  a  Mexican 
whom  Mr.  Jefferson  mot  in  Paris.  The  following  is  an  extract :  "  He  (the 
Kexican)  classes  and  characterizes  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  as  follows: 
1.  The  natives  of  old  Spain,  possessed  of  most  of  the  offices  of  the  govern- 
mcnt^  and  firmly  attachi'd  to  it.  2.  The  clergy,  equally  attached  to  the  gov- 
ernment 3.  Tlie  natives  of  Mexico,  generally  disposed  to  revolt,  but  with- 
oat  instruction,  without  energy,  and  much  under  the  dominion  of  their  priests. 
4.  The  slavcfli,  mulatto  and  black;  the  former  enterprising  and  inteUig^nt, 
tht  latter  brave,  and  of  very  important  weight  into  whatever  scale  they  throw 
themselves ;  but  ho  thinks  they  would  side  with  their  masters.  5.  The  con- 
quered Indians,  cowardly,  not  likely  to  tuko  any  side,  nor  important  which 
thej  take.  6.  The  flneo  Indians,  bruvu  and  formidable,  should  they  interfere^ 
but  not  likely  to  do  80^  as  being  at  a  great  distnnce." 

IS 
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promises  that  the  moment  he  should  appear  in  Texas  with  s 
rev**pectable  body  of  troo))fS  they  would  order  out  their  foroct 
and  join  him  en  fnasae.  Could  there  but  be  a  beginning  of 
war  made,  or  even  a  plausible  show  of  it,  he  saw  his  way  clear 
to  the  lialls  of  the  Montezumas  —  to  the  throne  of  the  Mont^ 
zumas ! 

But  there  might  be  no  war,  or  it  might  be  long  delayed. 

To  provide  tor  both  these  contingencies,  a  large  pnrdiasi 
of  land  was  contemplated,  far  to  the  south-west,  beyond  the 
Mississippi,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Washita,  a  branch  of 
the  Red  river.  There  the  choice  spirits  of  the  ezpeditioB 
would  have,  at  least,  a  rendezvous  and  a  refuge.  There  the 
chief  could,  if  necessary,  fortify  and  maintain  a  poaitioii. 
There,  if  the  grand  scheme  should  &il  or  be  abandoned,  he 
would  found  a  colony  com|K)sed  of  persons  of  wealth,  edncation. 
refinement  and  talent,  who  would  embark  capital  in  the  nio9i 
productive  region  of  the  South-west,  and  form  the  most  bril 
liant,  acconi))]ished,  and  enlightened  society  on  the  continent 
In  July,  18C0,  this  purchase  was  made.  It  comprised  fi>ur  hun 
drod  thousand  acres,  for  which  Burr  was  to  pay  forty  thousand' 
dollars,  the  iirst  installment  of  which,  five  thousand  dollara, 
he  did  actually  pay.  In  this  ])urch:ise,  several  persons  partici- 
patetl,  most  of  whom  were  near  relatives  or  connections  of 
Burr.  One  of  his  relatives  in  Connecticut,  a  descendant  of 
Jonathan  Kdwards,  advanced  a  great  part  of  his  savings  for 
this  purchase.  Mr.  Alston,  probably,  furnished  money ;  it  is 
certain  he  endorsed  j)aper  lor  his  liither-in-law.  Burros  con- 
nections in  New  York  were  not  backward  in  aidin<r  him. 
From  one  soin-o  and  another,  a  sum  was  raised  which,  as  I 
conjecture,  did  not  exceed  forty  thousand  dollars,  though 
more  was  to  be  forthcouung,  when  needed. 

Who  were  his  confederates?  Before  all  others,  his  daugh 
<er,  who  was  devoted  to  the  scheme  heart  and  soul.  To 
achieve  a  career,  and  a  residence,  which  she,  her  husband,  and 
her  boy  could  share,  were  the  darling  objects  with  wliich 
Burr  had  gone  forth  to  seek  a  new  country.  She  caught 
eagerly  at  his  proposal.  She  saw  in  it  the  means  whereby  her 
&ther  could  win  a  glorious  compensation  for  the  wrongs  aha 
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fell  he  had  endured,  and  obtain  a  conspicuous  tiiumph  over 
all  his  enemies.  Her  husband,  whose  mind  Burr  had  aided 
to  form,  and  who  tenderly  loved  Theodosia,  entered  into 
the  enterprise  with  energy.  In  New  York,  it  found  ad- 
herents among  the  young  ambitious  men  who  had  surrounded 
him  in  the  days  of  his  glory.  The  Swartwouts  were  in  it. 
Marinus  Willet,  who  was  afterward  Mayor  of  New  York, 
was  one  of  its  promoters.  A  score  or  two  of  other  New 
Yorkers  were  involved,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  Doctor 
Erich  Bollman,  a  German,  who  had  distinguished  himself  by 
a  gallant  attempt  to  rescue  Lafayette  from  prison,  was  one 
of  Burr's  most  trusted  confederates.  Dayton  was  another. 
Colonel  Diipiester  was  one  of  the  leading  spirits.  General 
Jackson,  a  thorough-going  hater  of  Spaniards,  was  enthusiastic 
in  the  cause.  General  Adair,  of  Kentucky,  deep  in  Burr's  con- 
fidence, approved  his  plans  heartily,  but  was  not  personally  en- 
gaged in  them.  Blennerhasselt  was  completely  captivated  by 
an  enterprise  which  was  to  enrich  him  and  his  children  without 
his  being  subjected  to  disagreeable  exertion.  Upon  his  island 
the  first  rendezvous  was  to  be  made.  Mrs.  Bl en nerh asset t,  no 
less  ardent,  was  preparing  to  entertain  the  chief  and  his 
daughter  at  her  fantastic  mansion ;  for  it  was  settled  that 
Theodosia  should  accompany  li^r  father,  and  that  both  she 
and  Mrs.  Blennerhassett  should  go  with  the  expedition  as  far 
as  Natchez  or  New  Orleans ;  there  to  await  the  issue.  Alston 
was  to  follow  in  a  few  weeks.  Probably,  five  hundred  persons 
in  all,  knew  something  of  Burr's  plans,  and  had  entered  into 
some  kind  of  engagement  to  ti)tow  his  fortunes.  There  were, 
also,  four  or  ^ve  thousand  whose  names  were  on  Burr's  lists, 
and  who,  he  thought,  would  hasten  to  his  standard,  as  soon 
he  should  obtain  a  foothold  on  Spanish  soil. 

Daring  the  first  half  of  the  year  1806  Burr  resided  at 
Philadelphia,  in  a  style',  and  situation  more  obscure  than  was 
formerly  his  custom.  He  sought  the  society  of  men  who 
bad  had  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  government,  such  as 
Commodore  Truxton,  who  had  been  struck  from  the  navy 
Ibt,  and  General  Eaton,  who  could  not  get  his  claim  against 
the  government  paid.    To  these  men,  as  to  others,  he  spoko  in 
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contemptuous  terms  of  the  administnition  ;  he 
tion  of  the  western  States  must  come,  sooner  or  later;  he  nn- 
folded  his  own  plans,  and  nrged  them  to  unite  their  fortnnet 
with  liis.  Mr.  Davis  says  that  Burr  had  repeated  oonfereneti 
with  3Ir.  JVIerry,  the  British  minister  at  Washington,  iThb 
comiiiuiiicntC4l  the  project  to  his  government,  and  that  Colond 
Charles  Williamson,  a  well-connected  Scotchman,  went  to  En- 
gland to  jiromote  the  business.  ^^  From  the  encoaragement 
which  he  received/'  adds  Mr.  Davis,  **it  was  hoped  and  be- 
lieved that  a  I^ritish  naval  squadron  would  have  been  fumiahed 
in  aid  of  the  expedition.  The  Catholic  bishop  of  New  Or- 
leans," he  a<1ds,  ^'  was  also  consulted,  and  prepared  to  promote 
tlic  enterprise.  lie  designated  three  priests  of  the  order  of 
Jesuits  as  suitable  agents,  and  they  were  accordingly  em- 
j)loyed.  *  *  *  The  supenor  of  the  convent  of  Ursnline 
nuns,  at  New  Orleans,  was  in  the  secret.  Some  of  the  sister- 
hood were  also  employed  in  Mexico." 

There  is  a  vamieness  about  these  statements  which  looks  in- 
tentional,  and  lessens  their  credibility.  The  following  is  more 
positive:  "  At  this  juncture  (January  0,  1800),  Mr.  Pitt  die<l. 
Wilkinson  must  have  heard  of  the  death  of  the  premier  late 
in  the  sprinif  of  1800.  From  that  moment,  in  Mi\  Burr*s 
opinion,  Wilkinson  became  alarmed,  and  resolved  on  an 
abandonment  of  the  enterprise,  at  the  sacrifice  of  bis  aasoci- 
ates."  It  may  have  bi'en  the  news  of  Pitt's  death,  then,  tliat 
})ro4lueed  the  temporary  susj)ensiou  of  the  scheme,  during 
which  Hurr  applied  to  the  l^resident  for  cm))Ioyment. 

Omittint^  conjectures  on  ])ouits  which  the  issue  rendered  of 
no  im])ortance,  nothing  remains  but  to  narrate  the  events  of 
the  latter  half  of  1800,  as  they  occurred.  Never  was  an  ad- 
venturer more  sanguine  of  success  than  Burr  was  in  July  and 
August,  of  that  year.  The  plot  seemed  well  laid.  The  exi*el- 
lence  of  it  was  that  both  his  schemes  were  yenuinc.  He  really 
fuid  two  strings  to  his  bow.  If  war  broke  out,  he  would 
march  into  Mexico;  if  not,  he  would  settle  on  the  Washita; 
and  wait  for  a  better  oj>port unity.  In  either  cJise,  he  was  giK 
m^  westward  never  to  return.     In  either  case,  a  career  opened 
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up  before  him  which  he  believed  in,  and  could  have  been  sat- 
isfied with. 

At  the  end  of  July,  his  preparations  at  the  East  being  com* 
]>lete,  his  first  movement  was  to  send  forward  Samuel  Swart- 
wout,  with  a  packet  of  lettere  and  communications,  in  cipher, 
to  General  Wilkinson,  for  the  purpose,  as  he  said,  of  securing 

concert  of  action  between  them.  On  the  29th  of  July, 
Swartwout,  .accompanied  by  another  adventurer,  young  Og- 
den,  a  son  of  Mjitthew  Ogden,  of  New  Jersey,  set  out  on  bis 
long  journey  to  the  lower  Mississippi. 

Six  days  after,  Burr  and  his  daughter,  with  two  or  three 
friends,  and  a  servant  or  two,  followed,  taking  what  they  sup- 
posed to  be  their  last  farewell  of  the  eastern  world.  As  they 
floated  down  the  Ohio,  Burr  would  occasionally  make  detours 
into  the  adjacent  country  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  recruits, 
and  feeling  the  western  pulse.  It  so  chanced,  that  one  of  the 
first,  if  not  the  first,  visit  of  this  kind,  had  consequences  of  the 
utmost  importance. 

It  was  to  the  house  of  Colonel  Morgan,  a  name  of  renown 
in  the  West,  a  valiant  old  campaigner,  who  lived,  with  two 
stalwart  sons,  near  Cannonsburg,  Ohio,  that  this  fatal  visit  was 
made.  Civilities  had  passed  between  Morgan  and  Burr  in 
former  years,  and  the  old  patriot  had  conceived  for  Burr  a 
very  warm  friendship,  w^hich  his  misfortunes  and  "  persecu- 
tions" had  strengthened.  As  his  custom  was,  Colonel  Burr 
gave  notice  of  his  coming,  and  the  old  gentleman,  bursting 
with  hospitality,  sent  forth  his  two  sons  to  iqiact  the  expected 
guests.  Colonel  Burr  rode  with  one  of  the  sons,  and  Colonel 
Dupiester  with  the  other.  Burr's  convei-sation  sui-prised  the 
young  gentleman.  Among  other  things,  he  said  the  Union 
could  not  last  long ;  a  separation  of  the  States  must  ensue, 
as  a  natural  consequence,  in  four  or  five  years.  He  made 
minute  inquiries  respecting  the  militia  and  arms  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  character  of  the  officers.  One  of  Morgan's  work- 
men, a  fine  stout  fellow,  chanced  to  pass,  and  Bnrr  said  he 
wished  he  had  ten  thousand  such. 

Afler  dinner,  in  the  presence  of  a  considerable  company, 
Burr  talked  in  a  strain  that  shocked  and  puzzled  these  good 
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people  Btill  more.  *^I  spoke,^  depoied  Colond  Moi^gin,  **oi 
our  fine  country,  I  observed  that,  when  I  first  went  wert| 
there  was  not  a  smgle  fiimily  between  the  Alleghany  moniit* 
tins  and  tlie  Ohio  ;  and  that,  by  and  by,  we  ihoald  have  CSob* 
gress  sitting  in  this  neighborhood  or  Kttflborg." 

"  No,  never,''  said  Colonel  Burr,  *^  for  in  leas  than  five  yean 
you  will  be  totally  divided  from  the  AUantio  Btatea.** 

*'  God  forbid !''  exdumed  the  old  gentleman ;  **  I  liope  no 
such  thing  will  over  happen,  at  least  not  in  my  timew** 

The  conversation  then  tamed  to  Bart's  fi^vorite  tofno  of 
the  imbecility  of  the  Federid  government.  The  narrative  of 
Colonel  Morgan  continues  thas : 

^*  Colonel  Burr  said,  that  with  two  hnndred  men  ho  ooaU 
drive  Congress,  with  the  Brosident  at  its  head,  into  the  river 
Potomac ;  or  that  it  might  be  done ;  and  he  said  with  fivo 
hundred  men,  he  could  take  possession  of  New  York.    He 
appealed  to  Colonel  Dupiester,  if  it  could  not  be  done:  ho 
nodded  assent.    Thore  was  a  reply  made  to  this  by  one  of  ray 
sons,  that  ho  would  be  damned  if  they  could  take  oar  little 
town  of  Cannonsburg  with  that  force.     Some  short  time  after 
this,  Colonel  Burr  went  out  from  the  dining-room  to  the  pas- 
sage, and  beckoned  to  my  son  Thomas.     What  their  conversa- 
tion was,  I  can  not  say.   Soon  after,  a  walk  was  proposed  to  my 
Bon^s  mill,  and  the  company  went  out.     When  they  returned, 
one  (or  both  of  my  sons)  came  to  caution  me,  and  said,  *  Ton 
may  depend  upon  it.  Colonel  Burr  will  this  night  open  himself 
to  you.     He  wants  Tom  to  go  with  him.'    After  the  usoal 
conversation,  Colonel  Burr  went  up  stairs,  and,  as  I  thought, 
to  go  to  bed.     Mrs.  Morgan  was  reading  to  me  (as  is  usual, 
when  the  family  have  retired),  when,  about  eleven  o'dock,  and 
after  I  had  supposed  he  had  been  an  hour  in  bed,  she  told  me 
that  Colonel  Burr  was  coming  down,  and  as  she  had  heard  my 
son's  conversation,  she  added,  ^  You'll  have  it  now.'     Colonel 
Burr  came  down  with  a  catidle  in  his  hand.    Mrs.  Morgan  im« 
mediately  retired.    The  colonel  took  his  seat  by  me.    He 
drew  from  his  pocket  a  book.    I  sup)>ose  it  was  a  memoran* 
dnm-book.     After  looking  at  it,  he  asked  me  if  I  knew  a  Mr, 
Vigo,  of  Fort  Vincent,  a  Spaniard.    I  replied,  yes ;  I  knew 
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him  ;  I  had  reasons  to  know  him.  One  was,  that  I  had  rea- 
sons to  believe  that  he  was  deeply  involved  in  the  British  con- 
spiracy in  1788,  as  I  supposed  ;  the  object  of  which  was  to 
separate  the  States ;  and  which  General  Neville  and  myself 
had  suppressed.  I  called  it  a  nefarious  thing  to  aim  at  the 
division  of  the  States.  I  was  careful  to  put  great  emphasis 
on  the  word  '  nefarious.'^  Colonel  Burr,  finding  what  kind 
of  man  he  had  to  deal  with,  suddenly  stopped,  thrust  into 
his  pocket  the  book  which  I  saw  had  blank  leaves  in  it,  and 
retired  to  bed.  I  believe  I  was  pretty  well  understood.  The 
next  morning  Colonel  Burr  and  Colonel  Dupiester  went  off 
before  breakfast,  without  my  expecting  it." 

In  short,  Colonel  Burr,  on  this  occasion  as  on  others,  com- 
ported himself  precisely  as  a  man  having  "  treasonable"  de- 
signs would  not  comport  himself,  unless  he  were  mad  or 
intoxicated. 

Not  so  thought  Colonel  Morgan.  lie  thought  there  was 
danger  in  what  he  had  heard.  There  was  a  court  sitting  in 
the  neighborhood  ;  he  invited  two  of  the  judges  to  dinner,  to 
whom  he  detailed  all  that  Burr  had  said  and  done.  These 
gentlemen  wrote  a  joint  letter  to  the  President,  giving  him 
the  same  information,  and  advising  that  Burr's  future  move- 
ments be  watched.  Jeffei*8on  expressly  says  that  this  letter 
gave  him  the  first  intimation  of  Burr's  designs.  He  acte^ 
upon  the  judges'  suggestion  by  forwarding  inform;^k>r^  to 
confidential  persons  in  the  western  country,  and,  soon  afler, 
by  detaching  a  government  clerk,  named  Graham,  with  orders 
to  go  in  pursuit  of  Burr,  and  ascertain,  if  possible,  what  his 
plans  were.  But  in  those  days  operations  of  this  kind  were 
bIow.  It  was  not  until  nearly  the  end  of  September  thst  the 
judges'  letter  reached  Washington ;  and  two  months,  there- 
fore, passed  before  Burr  began  to  experience  the  results  of  his 
indiscretion ;  during  which  his  affairs  went  on  without  inter* 
ruption.  In  these  days,  a  telegraphic  dispatch  would  have 
finished  the  business  in  two  hours. 

Marietta  was  Burr's  next  halting-place.  It  happened  that 
he  arrived  there  on  the  day  of  a  general  training  of  the  mili- 
tia.    Riding  to  the  field,  he  exercised  a  regiment  in  a  few 
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evolutions,  and,  by  his  prompt,  energetic  manner,  gave  the 
multitude  a  hii^h  idea  of  his  milit^iry  talents.  In  the  eveninc:, 
he  and  Theotlosia  attended  a  ball,  where  he  completed  the 
oonqiiest  of  ]\Iarietta  by  the  courtly  grace  of  his  manners. 
The  belief  was  general  that  he  was  engaged  in  an  expedition 
of  fiome  kind.  The  belief  was  equally  general,  that  that  ex- 
pedition was  sanctioned,  or  would  be  sanctioned,  by  the  goy* 
t;rninent,  and  he  was  at  no  loss  for  recruits  in  Marietta. 

How  far  Jjurr  guiltily  inculcated  the  falsehood,  that  his 
ulterior  designs  were  known  and  approved  by  the  Pre.sident, 
is  still  somewhat  uncertain.  Davis,  who  knew  him  intimately 
for  forty  years,  says  he  never  knew  him  to  tell  a  direct  Ue  y 
and  other  friends  of  Burr  have  given  me  the  same  informa- 
tion. \\\\Xj  ])avis  admits,  that  "  by  innuendoes  or  otherwise, 
15nrr  induced  some  to  believe  that  his  arrangements  for  the 
invasion  of  ^loxico  were  with  the  knowledge,  if  not  the  ap- 
j)rol)ation  of  th(»  government."  Strange  j)erversion  of  morals, 
which  could  dcciu  an  indirect,  or  acted,  falsehood,  less  un- 
worthv  of  a  i^cntleuian  than  a  hoKl  and  d«)wnrii^lit  lie! 

Mr.  Jefferson,  who,  with  all  his  admirable  qualities,  must  l>e 
j)ronouii('e(l  a  credulous  man,  and  who  certainly  burned  and 
strove  for  Ihirr'^s  (u)nvictit)n  to  a  deirree  extraordinary  and 
unaccountable,  sent  the  following  to  the  prosecuting  attor- 
ney duriuLC  the  trial  .at  Kichinond  :  "It  is  rtmhrstootl  that 
Avhenever  l)urr  nu't  with  subjects  who  did  not  choose  to  em- 
bark in  his  ])rojects,  unless  aj^proved  by  their  govenmient,  lie 
asserted  that  he  had  that  approbation.  Most  of  them  took 
liis  word  for  it,  but  it  is  said  that  with  those  who  would  not, 
the  following  stratagem  was  jnaeticed.  A  forged  letter,  pur- 
j»orting  to  be  from  (ieneral  Dearborne  (Secretary  of  War), 
was  made  to  express  his  approbation,  and  to  say  that  I  w.is 
absent  at  Montieello,  but  that  there  was  no  doubt  that  on  mv 
return,  my  aj)j)robation  of  his  enterprise  would  be  given.  This 
letter  was  spread  ojk'U  on  his  table,  so  as  to  invite  the  eye  of 
whoever  ent<'red  his  rixjin,  and  he  contrived  occasions  of  send- 
ing up  into  his  room  those  whom  he  wished  to  become  wit- 
nesses of  his  aetiuLT  under  saneti«)n.  \\\'  this  means  he  avoided 
committing  himself  to  any  liability  to  ju'osecution  lor  forgery, 
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and  gave  another  proof  of  being  a  great  man  in  little  things, 
while  he  is  really  small  in  great  ones.  I  must  add  General 
Dearborne's  declaration,  that  he  never  wrote  a  letter  to  Burr 
in  bis  life,  except  that  when  here,  once  in  a  winter  he  usually 
wrote  him  a  billet  of  invitation  to  dine." 

How  much  truth  there  may  be  in  this,  I  can  not  tell.  Some- 
thing resembling  such  a  trick  may  have  been  resorted  to 
once,  and  for  some  special  purpose  —  but  not  for  the  purpose 
of  overcoming  the  conscientious  scruples  of  patriots.  Patriots 
of  conscientious  scruples  never  read  letters  which  they  find 
lying  open  in  the  apartments  of  others.  Nevertheless,  Jeffer- 
son's main  charge  is  undeniably  true,  namely,  that  the  idea,  in 
some  M'ay,  was  given  out,  that  the  government  secretly  ai>- 
proved  of  what  Burr  was  doing.  Burr  would  reply  to  this, 
that  his  plans  were  based  on  the  certainty  of  war ;  and  in  time 
of  war,  private  expeditions,  designed  to  injure  the  enemy,  can 
not  but  be  approved  by  government. 

Leaving  his  daughter  upon  Blennerhassett  Island,  Burr  bent 
all  Ilia  powers  to  preparing  for  the  expedition.  Contracts  for 
iitleen  large  batteaux,  to  be  capable  of  transporting  five  hun- 
dred men,  "were  entered  into  at  Marietta,  and  the  work  forth- 
with began.  Quantities  of  flour,  pork,  and  meal  were  pur- 
chased. On  the  island  kilns  were  constructed  for  drying  the 
com.  Men  were  daily  added  to  the  rolls.  They  appear  to 
have  been  engaged  for  an  object  which  was  to  be  explained 
to  them  afterward,  but  all  were  to  come  equipped  and  armed, 
and  to  each  was  promised,  as  part  of  the  compensation  for  his 
services,  one  hundred  acres  of  land  on  the  Washita.  Blen- 
nerhassett was  busy  enough.  To  prepare  the  western  mind 
for  future  contingencies,  he  wrote  a  series  of  articles  in  a 
neighboring  newspaper,  in  which  the  advantages  of  a  separa- 
tion of  the  western  States  from  the  eastern  were  discussed  and 
exhibited.  Uis  island  resounded  with  the  din  of  preparation. 
Mrs.  Blennerhassett,  happy  in  the  society  of  Theodosia,  full  of 
confidence  in  her  father's  talents,  was  all  a-glow  with  pleasant 
expectation.  Burr  was  everywhere  ;  now  at  Marietta ;  now 
at  Chillicothe;  then  at  Cincinnati;  through  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee;  everywhere  gaining  adherents,  and  enlarging  his 
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acqnaintance  vilh  men  of  inflnenoe ;  raoeind  ilwajt  M  ttl 
grcnt  man.  Six  boats  were  let  building  on  the  Cnmbeite^ 
and  four  thousand  dollars  deposited  with  General  Jadaam  U 
pay  for  them.  In  October,  Mr.  Alston  srrived,  and  aooa  nAsr, 
he,  Thcodosia,  and  Blennerhassett,  joumejed,  bf  easjr  tfsgs^ 
to  Lexington,  in  Kentucky,  lesring  the  eaer^etio  wiA  of 
BlennerhasRctt  upon  the  island,  to  superintend  the  gnat  eofr 
cems  thore  going  forward.  On  their  jonmey  thay  foasd  tkt 
country  full  of  rumors  respecting  Bnrr,  sod  aome  Mhanwhs 
was  aaid  to  have  in  hand ;  but  they  also  observed  that  tbasi 
rumors  were  generally  believed  to  be  gronndleas ;  and  attrik 
uted  to  the  malice  of  Burr's  old  enemiea,  the  Fodaraliata, 

Before  long,  the  press  began,  in  a  confitsed  and  doahtfid 
tone,  to  Bounkl  the  alarm.  In  the  Wi^ern  World,  a  nawa- 
pnper  pnbliehed  at  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  tiiere  ftppaarad  aosss 
articles,  in  which,  along  with  many  errors,  Barr*aacb«ne  was 
Bimdowed  l\>rtli,  and  he  himHcIf  denounced  as  a  tnutor.  Hm 
writer  deserted  on  the  disunion  parly  of  1708,  re-atated  its 
plan  of  disunibn,  d<^nounccil  anew  the  surviving  meniben  of 
that  party,  some  of  whom  were  in  high  place,  and  asserted 
th.1t  a  gigniitic  consjnracy  had  been  formed  to  revive  and 
carry  out  the  plan.  All  this,  he  avowed,  was  done  through 
Spanish  agcnt»i,  who  kept  in  pay  some  of  the  loading  moi  of 
Kentucky.  This  farrago  of  truth  and  fiilachood,  though  it 
convinced  few,  yet  added  fuel  to  the  flame  of  pofmlar  exdte- 
ment. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  at  Frankfort,  Mr.  Dnvieas,  Attor- 
ney for  the  United  States,  rose  in  court,  and  moved  thst 
Aaron  Burr  bo  compelled  to  attend  the  court,  to  answer  a 
charge  to  be  made  against  him,  of  being  engaged  in  an  enle^ 
prise  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  designed 
to  injure  a  ))Owcr  with  which  the  United  States  were  at  poaor. 
This  movement  took  every  one  by  surprise.  Daviess  wss  s 
noted  Federalist,  and  tho  motion  was  at  once  concluded  to  bo 
a  mere  manifestation  of  party  spite.  As  the  news  flew  abnat 
the  town,  nine  tenths  of  the  people,  it  is  said,  sided  instantly 
with  Bnrr,  and  indignantly  dcnounoed  the  attorney.  Jadgs 
Ituds  evidently  sympathised  with  tho  popular  fueling,,  udi 
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after  deliberating  on  the  motion  for  two  days,  denied  it.  The 
interesting  scenes  which  followed  this  decision  at  Frankfort, 
are  spiritedly  related  by  an  eye-witness,  or  from  information 
given  by  eye-witnesses,  in  Collhis's  History  of  Kentucky. 

"  Colonel  Burr  was  in  Lexington  at  the  time,  and  was  in- 
formed of  the  motion  made  by  Daviess  in  an  incredibly  short 
space  of  time  after  it  was  made.  He  entered  the  court-house 
shortly  after  Innis  had  overruled  the  motion,  and  addressed 
the  judge  with  a  grave  and  calm  dignity  of  manner  which  in- 
creased, if  possible,  the  general  prepossession  in  his  favor. 
He  spoke  of  the  late  motion  as  one  which  had  greatly  sur- 
prised him ;  insinuated  that  Daviess  had  reason  to  believe 
that  he  was  absent  upon  business  of  a  private  and  pressing  na- 
ture, which,  it  was  well  known,  required  his  immediate  atten- 
tion ;  that  the  judge  had  treated  the  application  as  it  de- 
served ;  but  as  it  might  be  renewed  by  the  attorney,  in  his 
absence,  he  preferred  that  the  judge  should  entertain  the  mo- 
tion now,  and  he  had  voluntarily  appeared  in  order  to  give  the 
gentleman  an  opportunity  of  proving  his  charge. 

"  Nowise  disconcerted  by  the  lofty  tranquillity  of  Burr's 
manner,  than  which  nothing  could  be  more  imposing,  Daviess 
promptly  accepted  the  challenge,  and  declared  himself  ready 
to  proceed  as  soon  as  he  could  procure  the  attendance  of  his 
witnesses.  After  consulting  with  the  marshal,  Daviess  an- 
nounced his  opinion  that  his  witnesses  could  attend  on  the  en- 
suing Wednesday ;  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  Burr,  that 
day  was  fixed  upon  by  the  court  for  the  investigation. 

**  Burr  awaited  the  day  with  an  easy  tranquillity  which 
seemed  to  fear  no  danger,  and  on  Wednesday  the  court-house 
was  crowded  to  suffocation.  Daviess,  upon  counting  his  wit- 
nesses, discovered  that  Davis  Floyd,  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant, was  absent,  and,  with  great  reluctance,  asked  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  case.  The  judge  instantly  discharged  the  grand 
jury.  Colonel  Burr  then  appeared  at  the  bar,  accomj)anied 
by  his  counsel,  Henry  Clay  and  Colonel  Allen.  Colonel  Bun 
arose  in  court,  expressed  his  regret  that  the  grand  jury  had 
been  discharged,  and  inquired  the  reason.  Colonel  Daviess 
renlied,  and  added,  that  Floyd  was  then  in  Indiana,  attending 
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a  session  of  the  territorial  legislature.  Burr  calmly  desired 
that  the  cause  of  the  postponement  might  be  entered  upon  the 
record,  as  well  as  the  reason  wliy  Floyd  did  not  attend.  He 
then,  with  groat  selt-possession,  and  with  an  air  of  crandor  di^ 
ficult  to  be  resisted,  addressed  the  court  and  crowded  au- 
dience upon  the  subject  of  the  accusation.  Ilis  style  was  with- 
out ornanR'nt,  ])assion,  or  fervor ;  but  the  spell  of  a  jp-cat 
mind,  and  daring,  but  calm  8])irit  was  felt  with  singular  power 
by  all  wlio  heard  him.  He  hoped  the  good  people  of  Ken- 
tucky would  dismiss  their  apprehensions  of  danger  from  him, 
if  any  such  really  existed.  There  was  really  no  ground  for 
them,  however  zealously  the  attorney  might  strive  to  awaken 
them.  He  was  engaged  in  no  project  inimical  to  the  peace  or 
tranquillity  of  the  country  ;  as  they  would  certainly  learn 
whenever  the  attorney  should  bo  ready,  which  he  greatly  ap- 
prehended would  never  be.  In  the  mean  time,  although  pri- 
vate business  urgently  demanded  his  presence  elsewhere,  he 
full  compelled  to  give  the  attorney  one  more  op)>ortunity  of 
proving  his  charge,  and  would  j)ationtly  await  another  attack. 

"  Upon  the  25th  of  Xovember,  Colonel  Daviess  informed 
the  court  that  FNnd  would  attend  on  the  Ud  of  December 
followinur,  and  another  ^rand  iurv  was  summoned  to  attend 
on  that  <lav.  Ct)lonel  l>urr  came  into  court  attended  bv  the 
same  counsel  as  on  the  former  occasion,  and  coolly  await «'d 
the  expected  attack.  Daviess,  with  evident  chagrin,  again 
announced  that  he  was  not  rea4ly  to  proceed  ;  that  John  Adair 
had  been  sumnn)ncd,  and  was  not  in  attendance,  and  that  his 
testimony  was  hi<li*iponsal)le  to  the  ])rosccution.  Ho  again 
asked  a  ])ostj)onenn'nt  of  the  case  for  a  fuw  days,  and  that  the 
grand  jury  should  be  ke|»t  iniiiatmcled  until  he  could  coin])el 
the  attt'ndanct^  of  Adair  by  attachment. 

"IJurr,  upon  the  present  occasion,  remained  silent,  and  en- 
tirely unmoved  by  anything  that  occurred.  Not  so  IiLs  coun- 
sel. A  most  animated  and  impassioned  debate  sprung  up,  in- 
termingled with  sharp  and  Hashing  ]»ersonalities,  between  Clay 
and  Daviess.  Never  did  two  more  illustrious  orators  encoun- 
ter each  other  in  debate.  The  enormous  mass  which  crowded 
to  Huflbcation  the  lloor,  the  ijalleries,  the  windows,  the  plat- 
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form  of  the  jndge,  remained  still  and  breathless  for  hours, 
while  these  renowned  and  immortal  champions,  stimulated  by 
mutual  rivalry,  and  each  glowing  in  the  ardent  conviction  ot 
right,  encountered  each  other  in  splendid  intellectual  combat. 
Clay  had  the  sympathies  of  the  audience  on  his  side,  and  was 
the  leader  of  the  popular  party  in  Kentucky.  Daviess  was  a 
Federalist.,  and  was  regarded  as  persecuting  an  innocent  and 
unfortunate  man  from  motives  of  political  hate.  But  he  was 
buoyed  up  by  the  full  conviction  of  Burr's  guilt,  and  the  delu- 
sion of  the  people  on  the  subject ;  and  the  very  infatuation 
which  he  beheld  around  him,  and  the  smiling  serenity  of  the 
traitor  who  sat  before  him,  stirred  his  great  spirit  to  one  of 
bis  moBt  brilliant  efforts.  All,  however,  was  in  vain.  Judge 
Innis  refused  to  retain  the  grand  jury,  unless  some  business 
was  brought  before  them  ;  and  Daviess,  in  order  to  gain  time 
sent  up  to  them  an  indictment  against  John  Adair,  which  was 
pronounced  by  the  jury  *  not  a  true  bill.'  The  hour  being 
late,  Daviess  then  moved  for  an  attachment  to  compel  the 
presence  of  Adair,  which  was  resisted  by  Burr's  counsel,  and 
refused  by  the  court,  on  the  ground  that  A<iair  was  not  in 
contempt  till  the  day  had  expire<l.  On  the  motion  of  Daviess, 
the  court  then  adjourned  to  the  following  day. 

"  In  the  interval,  Daviess  had  a  private  interview  with  the 
judge,  and  obtained  from  him  an  expression  of  the  opinion 
that  it  would  be  allowable  for  him  as  prosecutor  to  attend  the 
grand  jury  in  their  room,  and  examine  the  witnesses,  in  order 
to  explain  to  them  the  connection  of  the  detached  particles  of 
evidence  which  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  plot  would 
enable  him  to  do,  and  without  which  the  grand  jury  would 
scarcely  be  able  to  comprehend  their  bearing.  When  the 
court  resumed  its  sitting  on  the  following  morning,  Daviess 
moved  to  be  permitted  to  attend  the  grand  jury  in  their  room. 
This  was  resisted  by  Burr's  counsel  as  novel  and  unprecedent- 
ed, and  refused  by  the  court.  The  grand  jury  then  retired, 
witnesses  were  sworn  and  sent  up  to  them,  and  on  the  5th  of 
the  month,  they  returned,  as  Daviess  had  expected,  '  not  a 
trae  bill.'  In  addition  to  this,  the  grand  jury  returned  into 
oonrt  a  written  declaration,  signed  by  the  whole  of  them,  in 
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whicli,  from  all  the  evidence  before  them,  they  completely 
exoiRTated  Burr  from  any  desippi  inimical  to  the  peace  or 
well-being  of  the  country.  Colonel  Allen  instantly  moved  the 
court  that  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  grand  jury  should  be 
akeu  and  inserted  in  the  newspapers,  which  was  granted. 
riie  popular  current  ran  with  great  strength  in  his  &vor,  and 
the  United  States'  attorney,  for  the  time,  was  overwhelmed 
with  obloquy. 

"  The  acquittal  of  Burr  was  celebrated  at  Frankfort  by  a 
brilliant  ball,  numerously  attended ;  which  was  followed  by 
another  ball  given  in  honor  of  the  baffled  attorney,  by  those 
friends  who  believed  the  charge  to  be  just,  and  that  truth,  for 
the  time,  had  been  baffled  by  boldness,  eloquence,  and  delusion* 
At  one  of  these  parties  the  editor  of  the  Western  TFbr^  who 
had  boldly  soimded  the  alarm,  was  violently  attacked,  with  a 
view  of  driving  him  from  the  ball-room,  and*  was  rescued  with 
difheulty. 

"  Ik'fore  Mr.  Clay  took  any  active  part  as  the  counsel  of 
]5urr,  he  recpiired  of  him  an  explicit  disavowal,  upon  his  honor, 
that  he  was  en<j;a<j:ed  in  no  desiijn  contrary  to  the  laws  and 
j)eace  of  the  country.  The  pledge  was  ju-omptly  given  by 
]}urr  in  langua<jce  the  most  comprehensive  and  particular. 
'  He  had  no  design,'  he  said,  'to  intermeddle  with  or  disturb 
the  tran<piillity  of  the  United  States,  nor  its  territories,  nor  any 
jKirt  of  them,  lie  had  neither  issued,  nor  signed,  nor  proniisiMl 
a  commission  to  any  ])erson  for  any  purpose,  lie  did  not  own 
a  simple  musket,  nor  bavonet,  nor  anv  sintjle  article  of  militarv 
stores,  nor  di<l  any  other  jierson  for  him,  by  his  authority  or 
knowlcMlge.  Ills  views  had  been  explained  to  several  distin- 
gui.shed  members  of  the  administration,  were  v'oW  nndorstoo*! 
and  approve<l  by  the  government.  They  were  such  as  every 
man  of  honor,  and  every  good  citizen  must  approve.'" 

J\Ir.  Chiy,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  went  to  his  grave  ui 
the  belief  that  each  of  these  assertions  was  an  unmitigated 
falsehood,  and  the  writer  of  the  above  adduces  tliem  niorelv 
as  remarkable  instances  of  cool,  impudent  lying.  On  the  con- 
trary, with  one  excei>tion,  all  of  IJurr's  allegations  were  true; 
and  even  that  one  was  true  in  a  Burr  tan  sense.     He  did  not 
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own  any  arms  or  military  stores.  By  the  terms  of  his  engage- 
ment with  his  recruits,  every  man  was  to  join  him  armed,  just 
as  every  backwoodsman  was  armed  whenever  he  went  from 
home.  lie  had  not  issued  nor  promised  any  commissions  ;  the 
time  had  not  yet  come  for  that.  Jefferson  and  his  cabinet  un- 
doubtedly knew  his  views  and  intentions  up  to  the  point 
where  they  ceased  to  be  lawful !  That  is  to  say,  they  knew 
that  he  was  going  to  settle  in  the  western  country,  and  that 
if  the  expected  war  should  break  out,  he  would  liead  an  on- 
slaurrlit  on  the  Dons.  His  ulterior  views  mav  have  been  known 
to  one,  or  even  two,  inembei*s  of  Jefferson's  cabinet,  for  any 
thin 2:  that  can  now  be  ascertained.  The  moment  the  tide 
really  turned  against  this  fated  man,  a  surprising  ignorance 
overspread  many  minds  that  had  before  been  extremely  well- 
jpf/^vnied  respecting  his  plans. 

To  several  other  persons.  Burr  held  similar  language  about 
this  time.  He  told  John  Smith  of  Ohio,  that  if  Bonaparte 
with  all  his  army  were  in  the  western  country,  with  the  ob- 
jects attributed  to  himself,  he  would  never  see  salt  water 
again.  November  27th,  he  wrote  to  Governor  Harrison: 
"  Considering  the  various  and  extravagant  reports  which  cir- 
culate concerning  me,  it  may  not  be  unsatisfactory  to  yon  to 
be  informed  (and  to  you  there  can  be  no  better  source  of  in 
formation  tlian  myself)  that  I  have  no  wish  or  design  to  at- 
tempt a  separation  of  the  Union,  that  I  have  no  connection 
with  any  foreign  power  or  government,  that  I  never  medita- 
ted the  introduction  of  any  foreign  power  or  influence  into  the 
United  States,  or  any  j)art  of  its  territories,  but  on  the  con- 
trary should  repel  with  indignation  any  proposition  or  meas- 
ure having  that  tendency ;  in  fine,  that  I  have  no  project  or 
views  hostile  to  the  interest  or  tranquillity  or  union  of  the 
United  States,  or  prejudicial  to  its  government,  and  I  pledge 
my  honor  to  the  truth  of  this  declaration.  It  is  true  that  I 
am  engaged  in  an  extensive  speculation,  and  that  with  me  are 
associated  some  of  your  intimate  and  dearest  friends  The 
objects  arc  such  as  every  man  of  honor  and  every  good  citizen 
must  approve.  They  have  been  communicated  to  several  of 
the  principal  officers  of  our  government,  particularly  to  one 
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in  the  confidence  of  the  administration.  He  baa  assured  me 
my  views  would  be  grateful  to  the  administration.  Indeed, 
from  tlie  nature  of  them,  it  can  not  be  otherwise,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  of  liavin^  received  your  active  support,  if  b  personal 
communication  with  you  could  have  been  had.*^ 

After  his  acquittal  at  Frankfort,  Burr  proceeded,  with  flying 
colors,  to  NuHliville,  where  he  was  again  received  as  a  conquer- 
ing hero,  and  where  another  grand  ball  celebrated  his  deliver- 
ance fi'om  *'*'  Federal  machinations."  He  addressed  himself  to 
the  task  of  completing  his  pre|)arations,  fondly  supposing  that 
now  every  obstacle  was  removed.  The  plan  was,  for  Blenner- 
hassett  and  bis  ])arty  to  float  down  the  Ohio,  iu  the  fifteen 
battenux  that  were  building  at  Marietta;  and  for  himself  and 
the  Tennesseeans  to  descend  the  Cumberland.  At  the  mooth 
of  the  Cumberland  the  panics  were  to  nnite,  Burr  to  take  the 
command,  and  the  whole  flotilla  to  proceed  down  the  Missis- 
sippi in  quest  of  what  fortune  might  have  in  store  for  them. 

But  alas !  never  was  a  fly  more  completely  entangled  in  a 
spider's  web  than  was  this  adventurer  in  the  meshes  of  hi^ 
own  j)lot,  at  the  moment  when  every  body  was  congratulating 
him  on  his  triumph,  and  when  he  saw  the  path  to  fortune  and 
glory  clear  and  bright  before  him. 
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THE   EXPLOSION. 

BwAmrotrrl  Akvttal  nr  Oknkral  Wilkixbox's  Camp  —  Tnc  CirnER  Lcrntit  - 
WiLKixsox    Rkveals  the  Scurme  — Skxds  Inform ATioy   to  tub    PBBSiDKirr  — 
TnE   Pboclamation  —  Wilkixaon's  MEAsrRKs  —  The  Public  Fbbnzt —  Scexmb 
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Obaxd  Jubt  Kbfusb  to  Ikdict  Him  —  IIib  Flight  into  tub  WiLDXBJMBaB. 

Thk  summer  of  1806  was  a  busy  one  indeed  with  General 
Wilkinson.  What  wit!i  fortifying  New  Orleans,  transporting 
troops  to  the  Subinc,  calling  out  the  militia,  preparing  them 
for  the  field,  and  writing  long  dispatches  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  portly  general  had  had  his  hands  full.  lie  had  never 
before  been  so  important  a  personage.  Beside  being  the  gov- 
ernor of  a  Territory,  he  was  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
army ;  and  the  critical  relations  subsisting  between  Spain  and 
the  United  States  fixed  upon  him,  for  the  time,  the  eyes  of  two 
nations.  It  was  this  —  not  Pitt's  death  —  which  made  him  a 
traitor  to  Burr,  if  he  was  a  traitor  to  Burr. 

Toward  the  close  of  Sei>tember,  he  repaired  in  person  to 
the  neighborhood  of  the  Sabine,  where,  for  several  weeks,  a 
body  of  his  troops  had  been  confronting  the  Spanish  camp. 
Every  thing  wore  a  more  warlike  aspect  than  ever,  and  (lie 
American  soldiers  were  impatient  to  be  led  against  the  enemy. 
Wilkinson  himself  expected  battle,  so  he  said  ;  was  expecting 
it  daily  ;  when  an  event  occurred  which  totally  and  instantly 
changed  the  current  of  his  plans.  This  was  the  arrival  in 
camp  of  Samuel  Swartwout. 

If  Wilkinson's  account  be  true,  the  very  means  which  Burr 
adopted  to  precipitate  war,  was  the  direct  and  only  cause  of  its 
prevention. 

Misled  by  false  information  respecting  the  general's  move- 
menta,  Svartwont  and  his  companion  had  been  traveling  for 
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nine  woekn,  vith  all  the  n|Mdity  ponible  in  the  jear  boAn 

Fulton  went  to  Albany  in  hii  itMrnboat.  Leaving  Ogdea  to 
cuntinuo  liia  journey  to  New  Orleans,  Swaitwout,  on  ^e  Stk 
of  Octobfir,  uaiiic  in  «ght  of  Wilkinion**  qnvten  at  ITaohfc 
toclies,  and  inquired  for  Colonel  Ciuhing,  the  leeond  in  ema* 
Riand.  Uo  vaa  condaoted  to  the  qnartan  of  that  oflkor. 
wliich  were,  indeed,  at  head-qnarter&  To  him  he  preaeatal 
a  letter  from  Dayton,  whtoh  introdnoed  Ogdcn  to  Cahin^ 
acquaiuUince,  but  mentioned  Swartiront  aa  Ogden*B  travdag 
companion.  Wlmt  followed  the  reading  of  thii  letter  ha 
been  related  by  Colonel  Cnihing  himaelf  in  a  fonnal  dopiai 
tion :  "  The  gentleman  informed  me,"  he  depoaed,  **  that  ha 
was  the  Mr.  Swartwout  mentioned  in  the  letter,  and  I  fn- 
ecnted  liiin  to  General  Wilkinaon  as  the  fiiend  of  OeMtal 
Duyton,  and  requested  him  to  take  a  aeat  with  «•  at  taUi^ 
wliiuh  he  did.  Mr.  Swartwout  then  observed  that  Mr.  Qgdw 
and  liimsuli)  being  on  their  way  to  New  Orieana,  h  ~  ~ 
at  Fort  Adams  that  our  troops  and  some  militia  were  ai 
blingnt  NhcbitochcH,  from  whence  they  were  to  march  a 
the  Spanish  army,  then  in  our  neighborhood ;  and  thM  the 
object  of  his  vixit  was  to  act  wicli  us  as  a  volunteer.  He  re- 
nukined  with  us  for  some  time,  aiid  conversed  on  various  topica, 
but  said  nothing  which  could  excite  a  suspicion  against  him ; 
and  lie  left  us,  wit))  a  strong  impression,  on  my  mind  thai  his 
business  to  New  Orlenns  was  of  a  commercial  nature,  and 
could  be  conducted  by  Mr.  Ogden  daring  his  absence.  While 
he  was  in  my  quarters,  1  was  called  out  on  business,  and  was 
abNeni  from  five  to  ten  minutes." 

During  this  brief  absence  of  Colonel  Cushing  from  the 
room,  Swartwout  seized  the  opportunity  to  give  the  general 
tlic  impoitant  pachetof  which  he  was  the  bearer.  Asa  speci- 
men of  tlic  flat  contradictions  with  which  every  part  of  the 
evidence  respecting  Burr's  expedition  abounds,  it  may  he  men- 
tioned that  Wilkinson  asserts  that  the  packet  was  slyly  slipped 
into  his  hand  ;  while  Swartwout  swears  that,  being  alone  with 
tlie  gcnci'al,  be  prcscnte<l  the  j>acket  to  bim  in  the  ordinary 
manner.  It  was  received  in  silence,  and,  soon  after,  Swart- 
wout left  the  general  and  strolled  about  the  oamp^  oompoiV 
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ing  himself,  in  all  respects,  as  became  his  assumed  character 
of  vohmteer. 

It  was  not  till  evening  that  Wilkinson  had  time  and  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  the  important  packet.  He  found  it  to  con- 
sist of  three  letters,  two  of  them  in  cipher,  and  one  in  ordinary 
writing.  First,  there  was  the  following  letter  from  Burr  to 
Wilkinson,  introducing  Swartwout.  This  was  in  common 
hand :  "  Dear  Sir,  Mr.  Swartwout,  the  brother  of  Colonel  S., 
of  New  York,  being  on  his  way  down  the  Mississippi,  and 
presuming  he  may  pass  you  at  some  post  on  the  river,  has  re- 
quested of  me  a  letter  of  introduction,  which  I  give  with 
pleasure,  as  he  is  a  most  amiable  young  man  and  highly  re- 
spected from  his  family  and  connections.  I  pray  you  to  aiford 
any  fiiendly  offices  which  his  situation  may  require,  and  beg 
you  to  pardon  the  trouble  which  this  may  give  you." 

Secondly,  the  packet  contained  the  celebrated  cipher  letter    ' 
from  Burr  to  the  general,  a  copy  of  which,  as  given  in  Wil- 
Irinson^s  Memoirs,  is  as  follows: 

"Yours,  post-marked  13th  of  May,  is  received.  I,  Aaron 
Burr,  have  obtained  funds,  and  have  actually  commenced  the 
enterprise.  Detachments  from  different  points,  and  under 
different  pretenses,  will  rendezvous  on  the  Ohio,  1st  Novem- 
ber—  every  thing  internal  and  external,  favors  views  ;  protec- 
tion of  England  is  secured.     T is  going  to  Jamaica  to 

arrange  with  the  admiral  on  that  station  ;  it  will  meet  on  tho 

Mississippi.     ,  England, ,  navy  of  the  United  States 

are  ready  to  join,  and  final  orders  are  given  to  my  friends  and 
follower :  it  will  be  a  host  of  choice  spirits.  Wilkinson  shall 
be  second  to  Burr  only,  Wilkinson  shall  dictate  the  rank  and 
promotion  of  his  ofiicei*s.  Burr  will  proceed  westward,  1st 
August,  never  more  to  return  ;  with  him  goes  his  daughter; 
the  husband  will  follow  in  October  with  a  corps  of  worthies. 

"Send  forth  an  intelligent  and  confidential  friend  with  whom 
Burr  may  confer ;  he  shall  return  immediately  with  further 
interesting  details;  this  is  essential  to  concert  and  harmony  of 
movement.  Send  a  list  of  all  pei*sons  known  to  Wilkinson, 
west  of  the  mountains,  who  may  be  useful,  w^th  a  note  delin- 
eating their  characters.     By  your  messenger  send  me  four  or 
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fi\c  (vnnniissions  of  yonr  officers,  which  you  can  borrow  under 
any  ]»n*t(iise  ynu  please;  they  shall  he  retnnioil  faithfully 
Alrci'lv  an-  onh-rs  to  the  eontraetors  jriven  to  lorwanl  six 
iiKiiitliN'  pnni^ioDH  to  points  Wilkinson  may  name:  this  shall 
not  1m'  nsed  nntii  the  last  moment,  an<l  then  under  proper  in- 
jinKtions.  Tlie  project  is  brouirht  to  the  point  so  l«>n^(Iesire<1. 
I>in-r  guaranties  the  result  with  his  life  and  honor,  with  the 
liontjr,  and  fortunes  of  hundreds  of  the  best  blood  of  our 
eomilrv. 

•"•  Burr's  plan  of  operation  is,  to  move  down  rapidly  from 
th(f  Falls  on  the  loth  of  September,  with  the  first  500  or  1,000 
men  in  lii^hl  hoats,  now  construct in*^  for  that  purpose,  to  be 
at  Xatrlifz  Ixtween  the  5th  and  15th  of  December;  there  to 
meet  Wilkinson  ;  there  to  determine  whether  it  will  be  ex|ie- 
dicht  in  the  iir>t  instance  to  seize  on  or  pass  by  R-iton  Kou^e. 
On  receipt  of  this  s(Mid  an  answer.  Draw  on  Uurr  for  all  ex- 
]K'nscs,  cti*.  The  j)e<iple  of  the  country  to  which  we  are 
*^n\\\\i^  arc  jircpari'il  lo  receive  us.  Their  aircnts,  now  with 
liuir,  say,  that  if  we  will  protect  their  relii^inn,  ami  will  not 
subject  tluMu  to  a  f«)ic'ii^n  |>o\vcr,  that  in  three  Weeks  all  \\'\\\ 
be  ^etlle«l.  The  'j:«»ds  invite  to  Lrh»>'v  and  fortune;  it  remains 
to  be  seen  ulu.'ther  we  tlcserve  the  Imjou.  The  bearer  of  this 
«j;ocs  expre>s  to  you;  he  will  hand  a  formal  letter  of  introduc- 
tion to  vou  from  l>urr.  He  is  a  man  of  inviolable  ht»nor  an«l 
jM'ifect  discretion;  fornied  to  execute  rather  than  to  proje«*l ; 
c;ij»able  ot'relatini;  tacts  with  tidi'lity,  and  incapable  of  rt'ljitiniT 
tln'in  olherwise.  He  is  thoiouLrhly  informed  of  the  plans  and 
intenti(»ns  of  Hurr,  and   will  disclose  to  vou  as  far  as  vou  in- 

'  mm 

ijuire  and  no  further.  He  has  imbibed  a  reverence  f»»r  your 
<'haracter,  and  may  be  embarrassed  in  your  ju'esence.  Put  him 
at  ease,  and  he  will  satisfV  vou/' 

Thirdly,  as  thouii^h  to  make  assurance  <loubly  sure,  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Davton  was  brouirht  to  bear  on  the  *ieii- 
eialN  mind  : 

'*  Dear  Sir — It  is  now  well  ascertained  that  vou  are  to  bedi!?- 
placed  in  next  session.  Jeller>on  will  aifcct  to  yield  reluct* 
nntly  to  the  jjublic  senlinn*nt,  but  yield  he  will.  Prepare 
yourself,  therelbre,  for  it.     You  know  the  rest.     You  are  not 
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a  man  to  despair,  or  even  despond,  especially  when  such  pros- 
pects offer  in  another  quarter.  Are  you  ready  ?  Are  your 
numerous  associates  ready  ?  Wealth  and  glory,  Louisiana  and 
Mexico !  I  shall  have  time  to  receive  a  letter  from  you  before 
I  set  out  for  Ohio.  Ohio.  Address  one  to  me  here,  and  another 
in  Cincinnati.  Receive  and  treat  my  nephew  affectionately 
as  you  would  receive  your  friend  Dayton." 

It  was  late  at  night  before  Wilkinson  had  deciphered  these 
letters  sufficiently  to  have  an  idea  of  their  drill.  His  resolu- 
tion was  taken  without  delay.  Burr  had  overdone  it;  had 
put  more  upon  the  general  than  he  had  the  strengtli  to  exe-, 
cute.  The  continuation  of  Colonel  Cushing's  deposition  shows 
that,  within  a  few  hours  after  Wilkinson  had  mastered  the  con- 
tents of  the  packet,  he  committed  himself  to  an  exposure  of 
the  scheme.  "Tlie  next  morning,"  says  Cushing,  "I*  was 
walking  on  the  gallery  in  fr<mt  of  my  quarters,  when  General 
Wilkinson  came  up,  and  taking  me  aside,  informed  me  that  he 
had  something  of  a  very  serious  nature  to  communicate  to 
me.  So  much  so  that,  altliough  it  was  necessary  to  hold  it 
in  strict  reserve  for  the  present,  he  begged  me  to  bear  it  in 
mind,  that  I  might  be  able  to  make  a  fair  statement  of  it  at 
any  future  period.  He  then  asked  me  if  I  knew,  or  had 
heard,  of  any  enterprise  being  on  foot  in  the  western  States. 
I  replied  that  I  liad  heard  nothing  on  the  subject,  and  asked 
liim  what  the  enterprise  was  to  which  he  alluded.  He  then 
said,  *  Yes,  my  friend,  a  great  number  of  in<lividuals  possess- 
ing wealth,  popularity,  and  talent«>,  are,  at  this  moment,  asso- 
ciated for  purposes  inimical  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  Colonel  Burr  is  at  their  head,  and  the  young  gentle- 
man who  delivered  you  the  letter  last  evening,  is  one  of  his 
emissaries.  The'  story  of  serving  as  a  volunteer  is  only  a 
mask.  He  has  brought  me  a  letter  from  Colonel  Burr,  which, 
being  in  cipher,  I  have  not  yet  been  fully  able  to  make  out ; 
but  I  have  discovered  that  his  object  is  treasonable,  and  that 
it  is  my  duty  to  oppose  him  by  every  means  in  my  power. 
He  assures  me  that  he  luis  funds ;  says  the  navy  is  with  him ; 
offers  to  make  me  second  in  command,  and  to  give  the  officers 
of  the  army  any  thing  I  may  ask  for  them  ;  and  he  requests 


me  to  send  a  confidential  friend  to  oonfbr  with  him  it  Na^  ' 
villi-,  in  TunneMpe.    In  £iot,  he  aeenu  to  "■''T"'f^fl  on  UMMi 
the  army  as  rendy  to  jwn  to  him.* 

"  I  tiion  asked  the  general  whether  he  had  reorired  a^f  ilh 
formation  ov  instruuUon  on  this  aulgect  from  goTantmwlt.to 
wliioh  he  replied  Uiat  he  had  not,  ud  that  he  nnat  thtnifcft 
adopt  Biioh  measures  as,  in  hit  jn^Sment,  w«re  beat  — V— li^r^ 
to  defend  the  country.  He  aud  he  wonid  unmediatdj  auip^ 
to  the  Sabine,  and  endeavor  to  nuke  aaoht«ruB  with  the  ^i» 
ish  commander  as  would  justify  him  in  i-<iiiuviiil: 
jMirt  of  his  force  to  the  MiariaapiM ;  and  ilmt  t)io  iiii>mcnt  (I 
could  be  effected,  be  would  aeud  me  to  Nw  Oilcans  i 
light  barge,  with  ordera  to  leoure  the  Freimh  train  of  atUl 
at  that  puBt,  and  to  pnt  the  place  in  the  bi^Ht  |>DM>it)l«  fitui 
lor  defense,  and  that  he  would  follow  with  9vvry  m 
oould  be  spared  trom  Nachitoches,  with  all  posaibli' 
tion.  Hu  told  inc  that  he  would  give  tlie  inlurinutinn 
received,  to  the  FreBtdent  of  the  Uniti.-<1  Si;itc»,  nii'i 
particular  instructions  for  liis  government,  but  aa  delay  n 
prove  ruinous,  hu  would  pursue  the  course  before  au^eated, 
as  the  only  means  in  his  power,  to  save  the  country,  until  the 
plouHure  i)f  the  President  oould  be  known." 

At  the  last  moment,  then,  Willcitison  shrank  from  the  work 
expected  uf  him.  The  probability  is  strong  that  he  always 
meant  to  do  so.  That  he  was  a  weak,  vain,  faiaa,  greedy  roan, 
in  likely  enough.  That  carried  away  by  the  magio  of  Burr's 
reHiMtleMs  preaence,  and  luiping  the  scheme  would  never  involTS 
him  in  its  folds,  he  suggested,  encouraged,  and  aided  it,il 
vi'ry  probable.  That  lie  had  given  Burr  to  understand  m 
some  vagne  way,  that  he  would  strike  a  blow  whi«di  woaU 
brgin  a  nar,  whenever  it  should  be  needed*,  is  also  profa^la 
That  he  chose  the  part  he  did  choose  from  a  caloulation  of  ad 
vantages  to  himself,  from  motives  mean  and  mercenary  rsOi 
upon  evideneo  that  convinces.*    Nevertheless,  the  bet  te- 

*  Tlie  charge  that  WilkiasoQ  neat  a  oonfldimtial  sgcnt,  WaHw  BvfleB  <• 
Uexico,  to  Uomand  of  tlio  VicvrO}'  a  comptMuatioo  of  two  hondivd  UmmshI 
doUan  Ibr  lui  acrvicas  in  Hupprciiaiufj;  Buir**  ezpeditioo,  ii  mpportid  ^  Ihs 
4U>wiDK  BTidenoo  i    1.  The  Vico-QuccD  of  Umuoc^  1b  181^  attt  kw  ta» 
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mains,  that  he  did  not  "  strike  the  blow ;"  he  did  not  involve 
two  nations  in  war  ;  he  did  fiot  shape  his  course  according  to 
the  wishes  of  Aaron  Burr,  instead  of  the  orders  of  Thomas 
Jefferson.  If  he  was  a  traitor,  he  was  a  traitor  to  his  confed- 
erates, not  to  his  country,  his  commission,  his  flag.  True,  the 
country,  particularly  the  western  States,  desired  war,  and 
would  have  applauded  him  for  beginning  it.  But  to  a  soldier, 
his  country  speaks  only  through  the  commands  of  its  chief. 

For  ten  days  Swartwout  remained  in  camp,  during  which 
Wilkinson  seemed  to  favor  and  applaud  the  project,  and  ex- 
tracted from  him  all  the  information  he  possessed.  Swartwout 
conversed  freely,  replying  to  all  of  Wilkinson's  questions,  with- 
out suspicion  of  his  treachery.  "  I  inquired,"  says  Wilkinson, 
in  his  Memoirs,  "  what  would  be  their  course  ?  He  said, 
this  territory  (Louisiana)  would  be  revolutionized,  whfere  the 
people  were  ready  to  join  them,  and  that  there  would  be  some 
seizing  he  supposed,  at  New  Orleans ;  that  they  expected  to 
be  ready  to  embark  about  the  1st  of  February,  and  intended 
to  land  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  to  nmrch  from  thence  to  Mexico. 
I  observed  that  there  were  several  millions  of  dollars  in  the 
bank  of  this  place,  to  which  he  replied.  We  know  it  full 
well ;'  and  on  remarking  that  they  certainly  did  not  mean  to 
violate  private  property,  he  said  they  '  merely  meant  to  bor- 
row, and  would  return  it;  that  they  must  equip  themselves 
in  New  Orleans ;  that  they  expected  naval  protection  fVom 

Great  Britain ;   that  Captain ,   and  the  officers  of  our 

navy  were  so  disgusted  with  the  goveniment,  that  they  were 
ready  to  join ;  that  similar  disgusts  prevailed  throughout  the 

band's  death,  aasertcd  it  repeatedly  to  Colonel  Richard  Raynal  Kconc,  an  Irish 
gentleman  iu  the  Mexican  service.  2.  Dr.  Patrick  Mangan,  an  Irish  priest  and 
professor,  who  sen-ed  as  interpreter  between  llie  Viceroy  and  Burling,  testi 
iied,  in  writing,  to  the  same  effect,  adding,  that  the  application  was  contempt 
uooslj  refused  by  the  Viceroy,  and  Burling  ordered  out  of  the  country. 
3.  Ckdonel  Kcone,  who  afterward  practiced  law  in  New  Orleans,  deposed  to 
baviog  heard  the  statements  of  the  Vice-Queen,  as  aforesaid ;  and  placed  on 
permanent  and  legal  record  in  New  Orleans,  a  declaration  of  the  Vice-Queen's 
to  the  same  cfTect,  signed  with  her  own  tiand ;  also,  a  formal  statement  by 
Dr.  Mangan;  and  lastly,  his  own  affidavit.  All  of  these  documents  are  duly 
preacffe>l  in  New  Orleans  at  the  proper  office. 
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western  count rv,  wliore  llie  ]>eople  were  zealoufl  in  favor  of 
tlie  enteipri^e,  and  that  j>ilot-boat  built  scliooncra  were  con- 
tracted iur  alonic  our  western  coasts  for  their  service'  " 

Swartwout  left  the  camp  on  the  18th  of  October,  and  pro- 
ceediMl  on  his  wav  down  the  river,  notliinsr  doubtinsr.  Wil- 
kinson  then  set  al)0Ut  sending  intbnnation  to  the  President. 
To  eniiceal  his  object,  he  caused  Lieutenant  Smith  to  rej«i«jii 
his  eonnnission  on  ])retense  of  a  desire  to  return  to  his  home 
in  the  K:ist  ;  an<l  to  liim  Wilknison  intrusted  dispatches  for 
the  I'residLMit.  To  pay  Ids  expenses  to  Washintjlon,  he  fiir- 
lushed  him  with  live  hundred  dolhirs;  none  too  hir^c  a  sum 
for  a  journev  upon  wiiich  a  man  mii^ht  have  to  buy  a  boat  or 
two,  and  wear  out  two  or  three  horses. 

Tlie  messi'njxer  li?fL  camp  on  the  21st  of  October,  and  de- 
livered his  disjKitehes  to  the  President  on  tlie  '25th  of  Novem- 
ber. On  the  27th,  Jefrers<m  issued  liis  proclamation,  and  sent 
it  riyini:  tlironi^h  the  Slates,  paraiyzinjij  tlie  enterprise  as  it 
ih'W,  aihl  liUiiiLr  the  country  with  consternation.  It  is  notice- 
able,  that  m-ithiT  in  Wiiivinson's  <li^patehes,  nor  in  JflU'rsi»n's 
proi'laination,  was  the  name  of  Ihur  mentioned.  Wiikins^in, 
iinh.'od,  expres>ly  and  t:ils«'ly  wrote  that  he  «lid  not  kn«»w  who 
tlu?  piime  mover  of  the  conspiracy  was.  lie  athnittiMl,  attcr- 
ward,  thai  he  wrote  a  Iftter  to  Burr  after  the  receipt  of  the 
ciphi  r,  but,  up«>n  rellecti(»n,  pinsued  the  letter  and  di'>ln>ycd 
it.  Till'  l're>i<lent's  proi-Iamation  merely  annrmnced  that  un- 
lawful eniiTpriscs  were  on  foot  in  the  western  States;  warned 
all  pciMnis  **  to  witlniraw  from  the  same  without  delay,"  "  iis 
thry  will  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril,  and  incur  ]»roM'- 
cutionwith  all  the  riirors  ot  the  law  ;^' and  commande«I  all 
(dliccrs,  <ivil  and  miliiarv,  to  use  their  immediate  and  utmo>i 
ext'itions  to  briiiij  the  olfL-mlin*^  persons  to  condign  puni^h- 
meiit. 

While  WilkiiiMui  was  still  in  some  doubt  what  course  to 
j)nr>ue,  he  re<'«ivcd  a  letter  from  an  ac«piaintance  in  Xatclu-^ 
Avhicli  (as  In*  says)  decided  him.  It  stated  that  a  well-authen- 
ticati'd  rumor  was  afloat.  'Mliat  a  plan  to  revolutionize  tlie 
westi'iii  coinitrv  has  bren  tbnncd,  matured,  and  is  rea-lv  to 
explode;  that  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Tennessee,  Orleans,  and  In 
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diana,  are  combined  to  declare  themselves  independent  on  the 
loth  of  November.  That  proposals  have  been  made  to  some 
of  the  most  influential  characters  of  St,  Louis,  by  an  accred- 
ited agent  of  the  conspiracy,  to  join  in  the  plan."  And  pages 
more  to  the  same  effect. 

Then  it  was  that  the  general,  perceiving  the  golden  oppor- 
tunity, fully  resolved  to  set  up  in  the  character  of  Deliverer 
of  his  Country.  Ho  went  to  the  Sabine,  patched  up  an  ar- 
rangement with  the  Spaniards,  put  every  thing  in  train  for  the 
M'ithdrawal  of  the  troops  (who  retired  cursing  the  general  for 
ordering  them  away  from  an  enemy  they  were  eager  to  en- 
gage), sent  forward  an  officer  to  begin  the  work  of  preparing 
New  Orleans  for  defense,  and,  on  the  24th  of  November,  ar- 
rived there  himself  to  deliver  a  devoted  province  from  spolia- 
tion and  ruin. 

Prodigious  was  his  zeal,  enormous  were  his  labors,  terrible 
and  ridiculous  was  the  excitement  he  created.  The  current 
belief  was,  that  the  "  conspiracy"  extended  from  one  end  of 
the  Union  to  the  other,  embracing  immense  numbers  of  the 
most  wealthy  and  influential  citizens  ;  that  seven  thousand 
armed  men  were  on  their  way  to  the  scene ;  and  that  Burr, 
with  a  vanguard  of  two  thousand,  was  then  descending  the 
river,  and  might  be  expected  at  any  moment  to  fall  upon  the 
town ;  that  the  city  swarmed  with  his  adherents,  who  only 
awaited  his  arrival  to  throw  off  the  mask  and  assist  in  the  re- 
duction of  the  place.  Martial  law  was  proclaimed.  Wilkin- 
Bon  dispatched  a  lieutenant  to  the  Britisli  admiral  at  Jamaica, 
to  pat  him  on  his  guard  against  Burr's  emissaries.  A  publio 
meeting  was  held,  at  which  Wilkinson  harangued  the  excited 
muititade,  and  gave  them  a  narrative  of  Swartwout's  mission, 
and  of  the  dread  secrets  his  acuteness  had  drawn  from  that 
agent  of  treason.  Governor  Claiborne,  too,  addressed  the 
meeting,  exhorting  every  citizen  to  stand  to  the  defense  of  a 
country  toppling  on  the  verge  of  ruin.  The  volunteer  bat- 
talion offered  their  services ;  its  ranks  were  swelled  by  hun- 
dreds of  recruits ;  and,  dividing  itself  into  companies,  it 
paraded  by  day,  and  patrolled  by  night,  giving  the  city  the 
appearance  of  a  garrisoned  town.     New  stockades  were  con- 
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Struct  eel  in  all  directions.  A  party  of  sixty  men  were  sts- 
tioued  at  a  point  some  diHtancc  above  t)ie  city,  and  ordered 
to  stoj)  and  thoroughly  overhaul  every  descending  craft. 
]5iisinoss  wjis  at  a  stand-still.  The  crews  of  the  vessels  in 
port,  American  atid  foreign,  volunteered  to  aid  iu  the  defense 
of  the  citv. 

Emboldened  by  the  general  terror,  and  sup|K)rted  by  orders 
fr«)ni  the  President,  Wilkinson  soon  began  to  make  arrests. 
Swartwout,  Br»llman,  Ogden,  and  Adair,  were  seizeiK  and  in- 
contincMitly  shii)ped,  j)er  schooner,  to  Haltimore.  A  hundred 
men  irallantlv  sm-roundcd  the  hotel  where  General  Adair  lived, 
and,  seizing  him  as  he  sat  at  table  eating  his  dinner,  bore  him 
oft*  in  triumph  to  head-quarters.  There  were  secret  sessions 
of  the  legislature;  there  were  proclamations  from  Governor 
C-laihorne,  and  from  the  governors  of  the  adjacent  territories. 
The  Spaniards  were  in  alarm.  As  the  news  sped  on  its  way 
to  ]Mexieo,  guards  were  doubletl,  forts  were  repaired,  and  g:ir- 
risons  were  increased.  The  western  States,  agitated  all  the 
summer  by  rumors,  soon  caught  the  infection  of  this  uew 
frenzv,  and  increa^^ed  its  virulence. 

A  month  j»asse(l.  The  new  year  w:us  at  hand.  No  signs  of 
the  llotilla  vet.  Wilkinson  bei^an  to  be  une.asv.  lie  was 
growing  ridi,'ulous,  and  he  fell  it.  Ihirr's  adherents,  wlio 
comj)rise«l  the  elite  of  the  young  American  residents,  partiv-a- 
larly  the  nu*ml»ers  of  the  bar,  recovere*!  from  the  stumiini; 
etlecl  of  Wilkinsi>n\s  vo<-iftMation,  and  ventured  to  oppose  his 
violent  and  arbitiary  ]u<»eee«lings.  Half  the  montli  of  Janu- 
ary {lassed,  and  still  no  tint  ilia.  The  alarm  subsiding,  we  tiini 
the  grand  jury  //res,  /tfiftf/  \\''f'lA'htfiofi\'<  momnns  as  illegal  an-l 
unc«)nstitutional.  The  press  deiiouneed  him  loo.  Conitbrted, 
however,  by  a  very  lonir,  complimentary,  and  contidenlial  let- 
ter from  detferson,  he  held  his  course,  and  ruleii  the  Icrrilurv 
with  a  hi^xh  and  miixhlv  hand — to  the  wrathful  disgust  of 
majoritv  of  the  American  n\si«icnts. 

\\y  this  time  the  eastern  States  had  cau«^ht  the  ahtrm. 
Jellerson  had  receivetl  full  ))articulars  of  Swarlwout*s  mis>ii>n. 
B(»llman  and  Swartwout  had  reached  the  seat  of  governmciil, 
bad  been  examined,  and  dischar«^ed  for  want  of  evidence— ui 
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"Well  they  might  be,  for  not  one  unlawful  act  had  been  com- 
mitted by  them.  Special  messages  from  tlie  President,  attrib- 
uting to  Burr  designs  the  most  treasonable,  were  sent  to 
Congress,  where  they  provoked  excited  discussion.  Military 
companies  of  New  York,  Philadeli^hia,  Baltimore,  and  Boston 
wrote  to  the  President,  offering  their  services.  The  Senate 
actually  passed  an  act  8us])ending  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus ; 
but  the  House,  recovering  its  serenity  in  time,  rejected  the 
measure  by  one  hundred  and  thirteen  to  nineteen. 

While  the  public  excitement  was  at  fever  heat,  General 
Iikiton  came  forward  with  a  deposition  which  raised  it  to  the 
Doiling  point,  and  turned  the  tide  of  feeling  so  strongly 
against  Burr  that  it  was  never  reversed  in  his  life-time,  and 
has  not  been  reversed  to  this  day.  With  General  Eaton, 
Burr  had  conversed  in  the  same  style  as  that  which  had  so 
sliocked  the  honest  Morgans ;  and  with  the  more  freedom,  as 
he  knew  that  Eaton  felt  himself  aggrieved  by  the  govern- 
ment's delaying  to  compensate  him  for  his  services  and  dis- 
bursements in  Barbary.  Very  fisw  weeks  elapsed,  after  this 
deposition  had  been  made,  before  Eaton's  account  with  the 
government  was  settled  by  the  payment  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. In  the  trial,  Eaton's  evidence  will  be  given  at  length. 
Here  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  his  wildly-exaggerated 
version  of  Burr's  wild  talk  about  a  separation  of  the  western 
States,  and  throwing  Congress  into  the  Potomac,  was  the  tes- 
timony which,  in  connection  with  the  ciplior  to  Wilkinson, 
convinced  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  Aaron  Burr 
was  a  traitor. 

To  return  to  Blennerhassett  Island. 

Graham,  the  government's  coniidential  agent,  in  the  per- 
Ibrmaoce  of  the  duty  intrusted  to  him,  reached  Marietta, 
where  the  batteaux  were  building,  about  the  middle  of  No- 
vember, and  immediately  obtained  an  interview  with  Blen- 
Derhassett.  Passing  himself  off  as  one  of  Burr's  confederates, 
he  soon  got  from  that  unsuspecting  gentleman  the  uiforma- 
tion  he  desired.  He  found  Blennerhassett  all  enthusiasm,  and 
onconscious  that  the  enterprise  in  which  he  was  engaged 
ooald  be  seriously  objected  to  by  apy  one.     It  was  the  settle- 
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ment  on  tlie  Washita  that  seemed  to  engage  bis  attention 
most  ;  the*  oxpeilition  to  Mexico  being  a  secondary  and  con- 
ditional object.  Graham,  supposing  him  to  be  a  deluded  man, 
the  tool  of"  artful  conspirators,  presented  himself,  at  length,  in 
his  ti'uo  character  ;  did  his  utmost  to  |>ersuade  Blenncrhassett 
to  abandon  the  enterprise,  and  informed  him  that  any  attempt 
to  descend  the  Ohio  with  an  armed  force  would  be  prevented 
by  the  authorities.  Blennerhassett's  ardor  was  cooled  for  a 
day  or  two  by  this  interview  with  Graham,  but  the  op)>ortune 
arrival  at  tlie  island  of  a  "  corps  of  worthies,"  young  adven- 
turers from  the  city  of  New  York,  revived  his  hopes.  Hi« 
wife,  too,  who  was  more  eager  for  the  scheme  than  he  had 
ever  been,  adding  her  eloquence,  all  his  old  enthusiasm  n'as. 
soon  rekindled,  and  he  longed  for  the  day  of  their  departure. 

(jraliain,  moan  while,  completed  his  inquiries  at  Marietta, 
and  went  to  Chillicothe,  then  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Ohio; 
and,  laying  his  information  before  the  governor,  asked  the  aid 
of  tlie  State  in  sn])pressing  the  enterprise.  The  legislature 
was  in  session.  The  governor  sent  tlieni  a  secret  niess.ige,  to 
which  ihey  promptly  responded  by  ])assing  an  act  enipower- 
ini;  him  to  use  tlie  resources  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  d(.»- 
sired.  He  proceeded  to  act  with  energy.  The  militia  of  the 
district,  under  command  of  a  major-general,  were  called  out, 
and  mar<he(l  to  Marietta,  where  Ihey  captured  the  fifteen  bat- 
teaux.  To  intercept  parties  from  above,  they  were  stalione*l 
along  the  banks  of  the  river,  where  they  occupied  themselves 
with  drinking  whisky  and  playing  ujion  one  another  practical 
jukes.  They  were  as  rude,  undisciplined  a  horde  of  young 
b:ick\vr)()dsmen  as  have  ever  been  assemble<l  for  mischief  or 
for  pleasure.  The  comj»any  in  charge  of  the  captured  boali 
were  so  careless  that  an  attempt  of  a  party  of  Hurr\s  men  to 
retake  Xhvui  came  within  an  ace  of  succeedinir.  One  of  the 
bouts  was  got  safely  away,  but  before  tlie  others  could  be  set 
all(>at,  the  militiamen  were  roused,  and  the  party  liad  to  tly. 

The  islanders,  astounded  and  dismayed  by  these  mvnts 
knew  not  what  course  to  take.  Blennerluissett  Island,  like  all 
the  islands  of  the  Ohio  river,  being  part  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, they  felt  themselves  safe  from  the  authorities  of  Ohia 
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But  c«*irly  in  December,  the  President's  proclamation  reached 
the  neighborhood.  Under  its  authority,  the  colonel  of  a  mi- 
litia regiment  in  Wood  county,  Virginia,  called  out  his  men, 
with  the  intention  of  marching  to  the  island,  arresting  the 
i«rhole  band  of  confederates,  and  seizing  their  arms  and  stores. 
News  of  this  movement  was  brought  to  Blennerhassett  the 
flay  before  the  one  named  for  its  execution.  As  soon  as  night 
Fell,  four  boats  were  hurriedly  loaded,  and  the  whole  party  of 
confederates,  thirty  or  forty  in  number,  embarked  and  made 
the  best  of  their  way  down  the  river,  leaving  Mrs.  Blenner- 
hassett and  her  two  little  boys,  with  some  servants,  to  abide 
the  storm  of  the  morrow.  It  was  arranged  that  she  should 
procure  their  "  family  boat"  from  Marietta,  and  follow  the  fly- 
ing band  in  a  few  days. 

Tlie  next  morning,  the  expected  irruption  of  wild  militia 
took  place.  The  colonel,  finding  the  island  deserted,  left  a 
Bmall  party  in  charge,  and  marched  across  one  of  the  giant 
"  bends"  of  the  Ohio  to  intercept  the  fugitives  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Great  Kanawha.  Ascertaining  that  the  boats  had  not 
yet  passed  that  point,  he  stationed  a  company  on  the  bank  of 
the  river  with  the  strictest  injunctions  to  watch  all  night.  It 
was  a  cold  evening  in  December,  however ;  the  whisky-flask 
circulated  ;  a  drunken  debauch  ensued  ;  the  flotilla  glided  si- 
lently by,  and,  before  daylight,  was  beyond  pursuit.  A  day 
or  two  after,  a  party  of  fourteen  young  men  on  their  way 
down  the  river  to  join  the  expedition,  were  arrested  near  the 
Island,  and  conducted  to  it  for  safe  keeping.  A  ridiculous  ex- 
amination took  place,  in  one  of  Blennerhasset's  grand  apart- 
ments, before  three  county  justices,  to  whom  the  young  city 
gallants  paid  small  respect.  Nothing  whatever  appearing 
against  them,  they  were  discharged. 

It  was  during  this  examination  that  the  spirit  of  license 
and  riot  broke  out  among  the  militiamen.  The  lady  of  the 
mansion  had  gone  herself  to  Marietta  to  demand  her  boat  of 
ihe  authorities,  and  the  colonel  of  the  militia,  who  was  a 
gentleman  and  a  soldier,  was  also  absent.  First  of  all,  the 
men  broke  into  the  wine-cellar,  and  there  drank  themselves 
into  Vandals.    Then,  they  ranged  ^he  house,  destroying  or  dis- 
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figurine:  wherever  they  went ;  firing  rifie-balla  throupfh  painted 
ceilintcs,  t oaring  down  costly  drapery,  and  dashing  to  pieces 
mirrors  and  vases.  Then  they  rushed,  like  so  many  savas:e^ 
about  the  grounds,  destroying  the  shrubbery,  and  breaking 
down  trellises  and  arbors.  The  ornamental  fences  were  torn 
away,  piecemeal,  to  make  fires  for  the  sentinels  at  night.  In 
the  midst  of  this  riot  and  destruction  Mrs.  Blenncrhassett  re- 
turned ;  but  the  embarrassments  of  her  situation,  and  ber 
anxiety  for  the  success  of  the  expedition  were  such,  that  she 
surveved  the  ruin  of  her  abode  with  indifference. 

She  had  been  refused  the  boat.  In  this  dilemma,  the  jmrty 
of  young  men  who  had  just  been  released,  and  who  were  pn^ 
j)anng  to  continue  their  journey,  offered  her  an  apartment  in 
theirs.  In  a  few  hours  she  was  ready,  and,  December  17th, 
letl  her  island  in  the  hands  of  the  lawless  crew  who  had  laiJ 
it  desolate. 

J^urr  was  sliil  at  Nashville.  Graham  learning  that  boats 
for  th(^  e\'j)cditi(>n  were  building  on  the  Cumberland,  hast- 
ened, after  rousing  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  to  put  the  i>owoi*s  of 
Tennessee  on  the  alert.  An  exjiress  with  the  President's  ]>roo- 
lamation  reached  the  (Tovernor  of  Tennessee  on  the  lOlh,  an«I 
preparations  were  nuule  immediately  to  seize  the  boats  anil 
arrest  the  men.  l>ut  timelv  information  reached  the  chief. 
On  the  Jiid,  with  two  boats  and  a  few  men,  armed  only  ai-- 
cor<iing  to  the  custom  ol'  the  country,  he  droj)ped  down  tlie 
Cumherland.  The  next  dav  Graham  himself  arrived  at  Xa^^h- 
ville,  to  tind  the  "  conspirators"  ])eyon<l  his  reach. 

At  the  mouth  of  tlie  Cumberland,  the  i)arties  met ;  in  a!!, 
thirteen  boats  and  about  sixty  men.  Colonel  Burr  hero  briotlv 
adtln'sst'd  the  band  of  a<lv«'nturers,  drawn  up  on  the  bank  o{ 
the  Ohio,  lie  said  he  had  intended  here  to  make  an  exposi- 
tion of  his  drsignsan<l  j)lan  of  operations,  but  the  events  wliich 
had  occurri'd  ohliixod  him  to  di*fer  d(.»ing  so  to  a  tblure  opjH'r- 
t unity.  Ho  shouUl  go  forward,  and  had  still  conlitlenee  in  the 
success  of  their  ent(M*])rise. 

iLTUorant  (►f  Wilkiiisorrs  treachery,  awav  went  Burr  with 
liis  th»tilla  <lo\vn  the  Ohio,  down  the  Mississippi,  sloppini* 
boldly  at  the  ibrts  on  the  banks,  asking  and  receiving  tavors, 
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and  occasionttlly  picking  up  a  recrnit  oy  two.  He  wore  a  smil- 
ing face,  and  reassured  every  one  by  the  cheerful  serenity  of 
liis  bearing.  It  was  not  until  he  reached  Bayou  Pierre,  about 
thirty  miles  above  Natchez,  that  he  heard  of  the  course  which 
had  been  pursued  by  Wilkinson,  and  of  the  prodigious  excite- 
ment which  his  measures  had  created  in  the  lower  country. 
There,  too,  he  read  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  Mis- 
sissippi, charging  him  and  his  followers  with  being  conspira- 
tors against  their  country,  and  calling  on  the  officers  of  the 
government  to  renew  their  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  United 
States,  and  give  their  best  efforts  toward  crushing  this  nefari- 
ous plot. 

Whatever  his  feelings  may  have  been  at  the  discovery.  Col- 
onel Burr  never  for  one  moment  lost  his  self  possession ;  but 
proceeded,  on  the  very  instant,  to  grapple  with  this  new  com- 
plication of  difficulties.  He  wrote  a  public  letter  denying  the 
truth  of  the  governor's  allegations,  and  asserting  that  he  had 
no  objects  but  such  as  were  lawful  and  honorable.  "  If,"  said 
he,  "  the  alarm  which  has  been  excited  should  not  be  appeased 
by  this  declaration,  I  invite  my  fellow-citizens  to  visit  me  at 
this  place,  and  to  receive  from  me,  in  person,  such  further  ex* 
planations  as  may  be  necessary  to  their  satisfaction,  presuming 
that  when  my  views  are  understood,  they  will  receive  the 
countenance  of  all  good  men."  This  letter,  he  requested, 
might  be  read  to  the  militia,  who  were  assembled  for  his  ar- 
reiSt. 

But  the  excitement  had  risen  to  a  height  which  could  not 
be  allayed  by  fine  words.  The  news  of  Burr's  arrival  at  Ba- 
you Pierre  reached  Natchez  on  the  14th  of  January,  when  the 
whole  militia  force  of  tlie  neighborhood,  who  had  been  for 
weeks  expecting  the  summons,  seized  their  arms,  and  hurried 
to  the  rendezvous.  In  a  few  hours,  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  men  were  ready  to  embark.  All  one  cold  and  dismal  night 
they  worked  their  way  up  the  river  to  a  point  near  where  the 
dread  fiotilla  was  moored.  There  disembarking,  they  were 
joined  by  a  troop  of  cavalry,  and  were  soon  in  readiness  to 
march  against  the  foe.  It  was  thought  best,  however,  first  to 
afloertain  if  Colonel  Burr  was  disposed  to  resist  this  formidable 
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array,  or  would  surrender  peacefully  to  the  lawful  anthoritim. 
For  tins  purpose,  Georgo  Poindexter,  the  Attorney-General  of 
tlie  Torritorv,  and  Major  Shields  of  the  militia,  visited  the  flo- 
tilla, and  had  an  interview  with  its  commander. 

A  letter  ironi  the  acting  governor  was  handed  to  Burr,  who 
read  it,  and  spoke  with  some  contempt  of  the  public  alarm  to 
which  it  alluded.  "  As  to  any  projects,"  said  ho,  "  which  may 
have  been  formed  between  General  Wilkinson  and  rayseltj 
heretofore,  they  are  now  completely  frustrated  by  the  perfidi- 
ous conduct  of  Wilkinson ;  and  the  world  must  pronounce  him 
a  perlidious  villain.  If  I  am  sacrificed,  my  poil-folio  will  prove 
Iiini  to  be  such."  He  declared  that,  so  far  was  he  from  hav- 
ing any  design  hostile  to  the  United  States,  ho  had  intended 
to  meet  the  governor  at  the  general  muster  at  Bayou  Pierre, 
Upon  the  Attorney-General's  urging  him  to  surrender,  he  de- 
manded an  interview  with  the  governor.  After  some  further 
colI(K|uy,  the  jjnrties  separated,  15urr  agreeing  to  meet  Gover- 
nor M«*a(l  on  the  tullowin"  dav  at  a  desiiniated  house  near  bv. 

The  governor  came  at  the  time  appointed,  and,  after  meet- 
ing Burr,  demanded  his  unconditional  surrender,  and  that  of 
his  whole  party,  to  thc»  civil  authorities,  and  gave  him  fifteen 
miniites  to  deeide.  Kesistance  being  out  of  the  question.  Burr 
only  retjuosted  that  if  Wilkinson  should  attempt  to  get  ]>os»»es. 
sion  of  his  ]>ers(>n  by  a  military  force,  it  might  bo  resisted.  Ho 
then  surrentlered,  and  was  conducted  to  the  neij[;ld)orin(r  town 
of  Washington,  where  two  citizens  beeanie  sureties  for  his 
appcaran(!t3  at  court  on  the  folh)wing  day,  in  the  sum  of  tm 
thousand  dollars.  His  men  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
tlotilla. 

A  court  of  justice  was  to  Aaron  Burr  what  his  native  heath 
was  to  Mac(iregor.  On  that  field  lie  was  in\incible.  It  was 
onlv  after  warm  discussions  that  it  was  concluded  that  ho 
could  be  lawtully  tried  in  the  Territory.  The  next  step  w:u»  to 
get  hitn  indicted  for  some  ofi'ense.  A  grand  jury  was  impan 
n«'led,  ;uul  witnesses  were  sent  in  to  them.  Imagine  the  feel 
inufs  of  tlio  Attorn<'v-(ieneral  when  ho  read  the  result  of  all 
his  t<uls  in  the  tollowing  presentments  : 

"The  grand  jury  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  on  n  due  in- 
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vestigation  of  the  evidence  broaght  before  tliem,  are  of  opin- 
ion that  Aaron  Burr  has  not  been  guilty  of  any  crime  or 
misdemeanor  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this 
Territory;  or  given  any  just  cause  of  alarm  or  inquietude  to 
the  good  people  of  the  same. 

"  The  grand  jurors  present,  as  a  grievance,  the  late  military 
expedition,  unnecessarily,  as  they  conceive,  fitted  out  against 
the  i>erson  and  property  of  the  said  Aaron  Burr,  when  no  re- 
sistance had  been  made  to  the  civil  authorities. 

"  The  grand  jurors  also  present,  as  a  grievance,  destructive 
of  personal  liberty,  the  late  military  arrests,  made  without 
warrant,  and,  as  they  conceive,  without  other  lawful  author- 
ity ;  and  they  do  sincerely  regret  that  so  much  cause  has  been 
given  to  the  enemies  of  our  glorious  Constitution,  to  rejoice 
at  such  measures  being  adopted,  in  a  neighboring  Territory, 
as,  if  sanctioned  by  the  Executive  of  our  country,  must  sap 
the  vitals  of  our  political  existence,  and  crumble  this  glorious 
fabric  in  the  dust." 

It  was  of  no  avail  for  the  Attorney-General  to  declare  that 
anch  presentments  were  a  disgrace  and  an  outrage,  nor  for  the 
judge  to  pronounce  them  impertinent  and  useless.  The  peo- 
ple were  with  the  prisoner.  Nothing  approaching  or  resem- 
bling a  breach  of  the  law  had  been  committed  by  him  ;  and, 
in  short,  the  grand  jury  had  made  up  its  mind,  and  would  not 
recede  from  its  position. 

His  companions  were  at  perfect  liberty.  A  Natchez  news- 
paper of  the  time,  commenting  on  this  attempt  to  indict,  says 
that  "  Burr  and  his  men  were  caressed  by  a  number  of  the 
wealthy  merchants  and  planters  of  Adams  county ;  several 
balls  were  given  to  them  as  marks  of  respect  and  confidence." 
Also,  "  that  the  proceedings  against  the  accused  were  more 
like  a  mock  trial  than  a  criminal  prosecution,  and  that,  during 
the  trial,  Judge  Bruin  appeared  more  like  his  advocate  than 
his  impartial  judge."     All  of  which  is  extremely  probable. 

Having,  as  he  thought,  fully  complied  with  his  recognizances. 
Colonel  Burr  demanded  a  legal  release  from  the  court.  Th'ip 
was  refused.  Learning  that  further  and  more  arbitrary  pro- 
ceedings were  intended  against  him  by  the  government  ofli- 
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cials,  and  perceiving  the  utter  hopelessness  of  attempting  to 
procoed,  and  that  his  presence  must  embarrass,  but  could  not 
assist  this  band,  he  resolved  to  fly.  Disguising  himself  in  the 
dress  of  a  boatman,  he  crossed  to  the  eastern  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi and  disai)peared  in  the  wilderness. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  court  on  the  following  morning,  he, 
f  course,  did  not  present  himself,  and  there  was  a  great  show 
of  surprise.  The  governor,  who,  it  is  said,  had  conniveii  at 
liis  escape,  promptly  oflbred  two  thousand  dollars  for  his  arrest. 
Two  or  tliree  days  passed  without  any  tidings  of  the  fugitive, 
though  the  surrounding  country  was  scoured  by  partie;*  in 
search.  At  length,  a  colored  boy  was  seen,  opposite  where 
the  flotilla  lay,  riding  one  of  Burr's  horses,  and  wearing  an 
overcoat  tliat  had  been  his.  He  was  seized  forthwith,  and 
thoroughly  searched.  Sewed  in  the  cape  of  the  coat  was 
found  a  note  a<ldressed  to  "C.  T.  and  D.  F."  (Comfort  Tyler 
and  Davis  Floyd,  leading  men  in  the  expedition),  which  read 
as  lollows :  *'  If  you  are  yet  together,  keep  so,  and  I  will  j(»in 
you  lo-morrow  night.  In  the  mean  while,  put  all  your  arni'^ 
in  perfect  order.  Ask  no  qu(?stions  of  tiie  hearer,  but  tell  hini 
all  you  may  think  I  wish  to  know.  He  does  not  know  that 
this  is  from  me,  nor  where  I  am." 

In  consetjuence  of  this  discovery.  Burros  men  were  arrestt'd, 
placed  under  guard,  and  kept  as  prisoners  until  the  alarm  w:is 
over.  But  no  further  trace  of  the  chi(^f  was  seen  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, lie  had  left  the  vicinity,  and  was  making  his  way 
through  a  dismal  wilderness,  toward  the  port  of  IVnsacohi, 
where  lay  a  British  man-of-war,  in  which  he  hoped  to  And  a 
temporary  refuge. 

Bleimerhassett,  after  his  discharge  from  custodv,  rotunied 
homeward,  and  had  reached  Kentuckv,  when  he  was  .I'Min 
arrested  and  committe*!  to  prison,  on  a  charge  of  tre.ison. 
Others  of  Burr's  confederates,  who  had  the  means,  returned  to 
the  eastern  States,  and  forgot  the  dream  of  glory  in  the  pur- 
suits of  civil  life.  A  large  number  of  the  band  remained  in 
the  Territory,  supplying  it,  as  the  Attorney-General  afterward 
remarked,  with  a  superfluity  of  school-masters,  music-mast i-rs, 
and  dancing-masters,  for  many  y«»ars.     The  n-irrative  of  these 
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events,  published  in  all  the  newspapers  of  the  land,  drew  pub- 
lic attention  to  the  south-western  Territories  of  the  Union,  and 
attracted  (says  Dr.  Monette,  the  historian  of  the  Valley  of 
the  Mississippi)  thousands  of  emigrants  thither  from  the  At- 
lantic and  western  States. 


CHAPTER    XXIV. 


THE    ARREST. 
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On  a  cold  evening  in  February,  two  young  lawyers  were 
playinsj  l)ac'k<i^aniinon  in  a  cabin  of  tlio  village  of  Wakofield, 
Wasliiiigton  county,  Alabama.  The  hour  of  ten  had  arrived, 
and  ihey  were  still  absorbed  in  the  game,  when  the  distant 
tramp  of  horses  arrested  their  attention.  Two  travelei*s  rode 
up  to  the  door,  one  of  whom,  without  dismounting,  inquired 
for  the  tavern.  It  was  pointed  out  to  him.  He  then  asked 
the  road  to  Colonel  Iliii-^on's,  a  noted  resident  of  the  viciuitv. 
One  of  the  lawyers,  IWkius  by  name,  replied  that  the  house 
was  seven  miles  distant,  the  road  exeeedingly  difiicult  to  find, 
and  there  was  a  danjjferous  creek  to  be  crossed. 

While  he  was  explaining  the  road,  the  light  of  tlieir  j)ine- 
wood  tire  Hashed  occasionally  u|)on  the  countenance  of  the 
traveler,  who  had  aske<l  the  (piestions.  Perkins  gazed  upon 
th<'  face  as  though  it  taseinaled  him.  The  eyes  of  the  stranger 
sparkled  like  diamonds,  as  he  sat,  composed  and  erect,  upon  a 
superb  horse,  better  caparisoned  than  was  usual  in  the  wilder- 
ness. I  lis  dress  was  the  rude  homespun  of  the  country,  but 
the  (piick  eye  of  IVrkins  observed  that  his  l>oots  were  far  too 
elegantly  shajjcd,  and  of  materials  much  too  fine,  to  accord 
with  the  coarse,  ill-cut,  pantaloons  from  which  they  protrudeil. 

The  travelers  rode  on.  Perkins's  suspicions  were  aroused. 
Tlie  striking  features  of  the  man  with  whom  he  had  convei-sed, 
the  incongruity  ef  his  dress,  his  superior  air,  the  lateness  of 
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the  hour  for  strangers  to  be  abroad  in  a  region  so  wild  and 
unknown,  all  confirmed  the  imi)re8sion  which  had  been  left  on 
his  mind.     Rushing  into  the  cabin,  he  exclaimed, 

"  That  is  Aaron  Burr !  I  have  read  a  description  of  him  in 
the  proclamation.  I  can  not  be  mistaken.  Let  us  follow  him 
to  Hinson's,  and  take  measures  for  his  arrest." 

His  companion,  not  so  easily  moved,  ridiculed  the  project 
of  pui-suing  a  traveler  at  so  late  an  hour,  merely  on  a  conjec- 
ture ;  and,  in  short,  refused  to  go.  But  Peikins,  not  deterred 
from  his  purpose,  hastened  to  a  neighboring  cabin,  roused  the 
sheriff  of  the  county,  and  told  him  his  story.  In  a  few  min- 
utes the  two  men  were  equipped  and  mounted,  and  rode  off  at 
a  rapid  pace  through  the  pine  woods. 

The  mysterious  travelers,  meanwhile,  made  their  way  to 
r*r^lpmJ-JJin?^f)P»8  residence.  Ilinson  was  absent  from  homo. 
His  wife,  roused  by  their  halloo,  rose,  peeped  through  a  small 
window,  and,  seeing  by  their  holsters  and  accoutrements  that 
thoy  were  strangei*8,  made  no  reply  to  them,  but  quietly  closed 
the  window,  and  returned  to  bed.  The  strangers  alighted 
and  entered  the  kitchen,  where  a  cheerful  fire  was  still  burning. 

Shortly  after  Perkins  and  the  sheriff  came  in  sight  of  the 
house.  The  former  remained  behind  in  the  woods,  while  the 
sherift' went .  forward  to  reconnoiter,  agreeing  to  return  to 
Perkius  as  soon  as  he  should  have  discovered  any  thing  ot 
importance.  According  to  custom,  the  sheriff  hailed  the 
liouse,  when  the  lady,  reassured  by  hearing  a  well-known 
voice,  descended  to  entertain  her  midnight  guests. 

The  sheriff  entered  the  kitchen,  the  strangers  eyeing  him 
keenly.  Supper  was  soon  ready,  and  the  party  sat  down  to 
it,  Perkins,  meanwhile,  shivering  in  the  woods,  and  wondering 
that  his  confederate  did  not  return.  As  the  meal  progressed, 
the  traveler  with  the  sparkling  eyes  led  the  conversation  in 
fto  sprightly  a  manner,  was  so  polite  and  grateful  to  the  lady, 
and  made  himself  so  agreeable  generally,  that  the  heart  of 
the  sheriff  relented.  He  came  to  arrest,  and  remained  to  ad- 
mire. The  lady,  too,  was  charmed  with  her  guest's  amiable 
manners.  The  repast  ended,  the  captivating  stranger  returned 
to  the  kitchen  fire,  leaving  his  companion  at  the  table.     Now 
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was  the  sheriff's  opportunity.  Whispering  his  suspicions  to 
the  lady  of  the  house,  he  induced  her  to  make  the  important 
iiHjuiry. 

*'  Have  I  not,"  said  slie  to  the  traveler  who  still  sat  at  the 
table,  ^'  tlie  lioiior  of  entertaining  Colonel  Burr,  the  gentle* 
man  who  has  just  walked  out?" 

The  individual  addressed  (a  country  guide)  not  being  an 
ado])t  in  diplomacy,  showed  palpable  signs  of  embarrassment 
at  the  qu(\slion.  lie  made  no  reply  whatever,  but  immedi- 
ately rejoined  his  companion  in  the  kitchen.  The  subject  was 
not  resuni(?d.  After  some  further,  and  very  agreeable  courte- 
ous ('(Hiversation,  the  strangers  went  to  bed,  and  the  sherifE^ 
unwilling  to  encounter  the  impetuosity  of  Perkins,  and  re- 
solved to  take  no  part  in  arresting  so  amiable  a  gentleman, 
stretched  himself  before  the  iire,  and  slept.  In  the  morning 
the  traveler  breakfasted,  inquired  the  road  to  Pensacola, 
thanked  the  lady,  again  and  again,  for  her  hospitable  atten- 
tions, and  rode  oif,  the  sherift'  actually  accompanying  them 
as  their  ^ui<le  f»»r  a  short  distance  before  returning  home. 

l*erkins  remained  at  his  ])ost  in  the  woods  until  his  patience 
was  exiiausled.  Suspecting,  at  last,  that  his  confederate  had 
falli'n  a  prey  to  the  blandishments  of  a  man  renowned  for  his 
seductive  manners,  this  indomitable  son  of  the  wilderness  was 
only  the  more  resolved  upon  elfecting  the  arrest.  Riding, 
with  furious  h:iste,  to  Maimahubl)a  iilutf,  he  borrowed  a  c.an<>0 
and  a  ne<xro  from  a  frien<l,  paddled  down  the  Alabama,  and 
arrived,  as  the  dav  was  breakincr,  at  Fort  Stoddart.  Rusltin<; 
into  the  fort,  he  informed  the  commandant.  Captain  Gaines 
(alli-rward  the  well-known  Major-Geueral  Gaines)  of  his  sus- 
])iciuns.  Gaines  entt.'red  into  PerkinsV  project  with  such  spirit, 
that  by  sunrise,  with  a  iile  of  dragoons,  he  and  Perkins  rode 
out  of  the  f<»rt  toward  the  IVnsacola  road. 

About  nine  in  the  morning,  they  nu»t  the  two  travelers  de- 
seeitding  a  hill,  not  more  than  two  miles  from  Ilinson*s  house, 
when  Cajitain  Gaines  rode  forward  and  addressed  the  suspecteii 
personage. 

*'  I  presume,  sir,"  said  he,  "  that  I  have  the  honor  of  address- 
ing Ctdonel  Burr.'' 
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*'I  am  a  traveler  in  the  country,"  replied  the  stranger,  "and 
do  not  recognize  your  right  to  ask  such  a  question." 

Whereupon,  Gaines  said,  "  I  arrest  you  at  the  instance  of 
the  federal  Government." 

"By  what  authority  do  you  arrest  a  traveler  upon  the 
highway,  on  his  own  private  business  ?"  asked  the  stranger. 

"  I  am  an  officer  of  the  army,"  answered  the  captain.  "  I 
hold  in  my  hands  the  proclamations  of  the  President  and  the 
Governor,  directing  your  arrest." 

"  You  are  a  young  man,"  rejoined  the  traveler,  "  and  may 
not  be  aware  of  the  responsibilities  which  result  from  arresting 
travelers." 

"  I  am  aware  of  the  responsibilities,"  said  Gaines,  "  but  I 
know  my  duty." 

The  traveler  now  broke  into  an  animated  and  eloquent  de 
nunciation  of  those  proclamations,  protesting  his  innocence, 
asserting  that  the  charges  against  him  originated  in  the  ma- 
levolence of  his  enemies,  and  pointing  out  to  Gaines  the  liabil- 
ities he  would  incur  if  he  should  arrost  him. 

But  Gaines,  assuming  a  severe  aspect,  replied,  "  My  mind  is 
made  up.  You  must  accompany  me  to  Fort  Stoddart,  where 
you  shall  be  treated  with  all  the  respect  due  to  one  who  has 
been  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  so  long  as  you 
make  no  attempt  to  escape  from  me." 

The  traveler  looked  at  him  for  a  few  moments,  apparently 
surprised  at  this  unwonted  firmness ;  then,  with  an  inclination 
of  the  head,  indicated  his  willingness  to  accompany  the  young 
officer.  He  bade  .good-by  to  his  guide,  who  returned  to 
Wakefield,  wheeled  his  horse  round,  and  rode  by  the  captain's 
Bide  towards  the  fort,  conversing  on  the  way,  with  his  usual 
nonchalance,  on  ordinary  topics.  Arriving  at  the  fort  early 
in  the  evening.  Colonel  Burr  —  for  Colonel  Burr  it  was — was 
shown  to  a  room,  where  he  dined  alone,  and  sat  reading  to  a 
late  hour,  while  the  tread  of  the  sentinel  was  heard  without. 

In  the  night,  it  is  related,  he  heard  a  groan  in  the  room  ad- 
joining. He  lefl  his  book,  and,  entering  the  apartment,  saw 
the  siclT  brother  of  Captain  Gaines  lying  in  bed.  lie  spoke 
tenderly  to  the  sufferer,  inquired  his  complaint,  felt  of  his 
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pulso,  told  liim  lie  had  traveled  much,  and  knew  somethini; 
of  modicine,  and  offered  his  services.  The  sick  man  revived 
under  his  j^cnlle  toucli  and  encouraijinG:  tones,  and  entered 
into  conversation  Avith  his  dislinguisiied  nurse.  Burr  made 
many  inquiries  of  tlie  patient,  who  was  a  Choctaw  trader,  re- 
spectinfT  the  Indiana,  their  ways,  and  commerce.  The  conver- 
sation was  singularly  cheerful  and  pleasant,  and  completely 
won  tlie  good  will  of  the  sick  merchant. 

The  next  day  Colonel  Burr  was  presented  to  the  wife  of 
the  conunandant,  dined  with  the  family,  played  several  games 
of  cliess  with  the  lady,  and  bore  himself,  in  all  respects,  as  he 
would  have  done  in  a  drawincj-room  of  Philadelidiiu  or  X^jw 
York.  Every  night  he  sat  hy  the  bedside  of  Mr.  Gaines,  ad- 
ministering his  medicines,  and  cheering  him  by  his  animated, 
intelligent  conversation.  The  patient  became  warmly  at- 
tached to  him,  and  mourned  deeply  over  his  many  misfor- 
tunes ;  but,  with  all  their  intimacy  and  fondness,  not  the 
slightest  allusion  to  Burr's  situation  ever  ])assed  the  lips  of 
either.  ])av  hv  dav,  the  ])risoncr  mintrled  CJ^vlv  in  the  nar- 
row  circle  of  the  iort,  ])layed  his  games  of  chess,  won  every 
one's  heart,  and  ajjpeared  to  give  himself  no  concern  respecl- 
iuLT  the  future. 

Two  weeks  passed.  Captain  (Jaines  had  resolved  to  send 
his  ])ii<(>ner  direirt  to  the  seat  of  government,  a  thousand 
miles  distant,  lour  or  live  hundred  miles  of  which  lav  lhroui:li 
:i  III. ail v  unbroken  wild(?niess.  Ho  had  been  busv  durin:: 
I'lose  two  weeks  in  j)reparing  an  expedition  for  the  sate  con- 
duct of  the  ])risuner,  and  (»n  the  5ih  of  March  his  arrangi"^- 
Mviil-;  were  eoni}»li'te,  ami  the  jounu'V  was  begun.  Tho  tears 
oi'  the  ladies  residing  at  the  Iort  fell  fa^t  as  Colonel  J5urr,  e'*- 
eorted  by  a  file  of  soldiers,  went  down  to  the  shore  and  e:'i- 
barked  on  board  the  boat  provi<led  for  the  ascent  of  tin* 
iXlabaina.  He  had  no  enemies  there.  The  men  could  have 
no  ill-will  to  one  whose  offense  Iia«l  been  a  desire  to  terminate 
the  hateful  rule  of  the  Spaniards;  and  women  were  always 
and  everywhere  his  friends.  As  the  boat,  with  its  crew  of 
hohliers,  glided  past  tin?  few  house's  on  the  river's  bank,  nil  the 
ladies,  it  is  said,  waved  their  handkerchiefs,  except  those  who 
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were  obliged  to  put  those  weapons  to  a  tenderer  use.  One  of 
the  ladies  of  the  Alabama  named  her  infant  Aaron  Burr ; 
and  he  was  not  the  only  young  gentleman  in  the  South-west 
who  bore  through  life  a  similar  record  of  the  events  amid 
"which  lie  was  born. 

Above  Lake  Tensau,  the  party  disembarked,  and  the  pris- 
oner was  formally  given  into  the  custody  of  the  guard  who 
were  to  conduct  him  through  the  wilderness  to  the  Atlantic 
States.  This  guard  consisted  of  nine  men,  commanded  by 
the  redoubtable  Perkins,  who  had  selected  and  equipped  the 
party.  Before  taking  the  final  plunge  into  the  forest,  Perkins, 
iVarful  of  Burr's  fascinating  powers,  and  mindful  of  their  ro- 
c^'ut  etfect  upon  his  friend  the  sheriff,  took  his  band  aside, 
"warned  them  of  the  danger,  recpured  from  each  a  solemn 
j)roniise  to  steel  his  soul  against  the  prisoner's  winning  arts, 
,  and  indeed  to  avoid  all  conversation  with  him,  except  such  as 
should  be  strictly  necessary.  All  having  given  their  word  of 
lionor  to  the  effect  required,  the  order  was  given  to  prepare 
for  an  immediate  start. 

The  prisoner  still  wore  the  dress  in  which  he  had  fled  from 
the  Mississip[)i.  It  consisted,  we  are  told,*  of  coarse,  home- 
Bpun  pantaloons  of  the  color  of  copperas,  a  jacket  of  common 
drab  cloth,  and  an  old  hat,  with  a  broad,  flapping  brim.  It 
was  said,  as  ho  bestrode  the  superb  horse  which  he  had 
ridden  at  the  time  of  his  capture,  his  hat  hanging  over  his 
face,  but  not  concealing  his  brilliant  eyes,  that  his  appearance 
and  bearing  were  as  distinguished  as  when,  seated  in  the  chair 
of  office,  lie  had  presided  over  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  When  the  guard  had  mounted,  and  the  word  was 
given  to  march,  he  said  good- by  to  the  few  by-standers  in  a 
cheerful  voice,  and  took  the  place  assigned  liim  in  the  file. 

The  party  struck  into  the  woods  by  the  Indian  trail,  and 
marched,  from  necessity,  in  the  Indian  manner  —  the  gigantic 
Perkins  at  the  head  of  the  line,  the  prisoner  in  the  middle. 

♦  lfo0t  of  the  facts  and  incidents  relating  to  Burr's  arrest,  were  derived 
from  the  excellent  liistory  of  Alabama,  by  Mr.  A.  J.  l^ickett,  who  collected 
thorn  fh>m  eyc-witncssoa^  or  from  persons  to  whom  they  had  been  related  by 
eyo-witiieflac& 
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At  niflrlit,  the  only  tent  carried  by  the  party  was  pitched  and 
assiirnod  to  Burr,  who  slept  guarded  by  armed  men  and  lulled 
by  the  liowling  of  innumerable  wolves,  lie  slept  soundly. 
Uisinu:  with  tlie  dawn,  the  first  to  be  in  readiness  tor  tlie  dav's 
march,  he  took  Iiis  place  with  alacrity  in  the  line.  The  men 
were  verv  attentive  to  his  wants,  and  treated  him  with  the 
respect  due  rather  from  an  escort  than  a  guard.  He,  on  his 
part,  was  most  courteous  to  them,  and  a  kind  of  silent  friend- 
ship grew  up  between  them. 

It  was  a  perilous  and  fatiijninir  march.  For  several  davs  in 
succession,  the  chilling  spring  rains  fell  in  torrents  upon  the 
unprotected  hoiscmcn,  swelling  the  rivulets  to  rivers,  and  the 
cr(»cks  to  rushing  Hoods.  Sometimes,  the  whole  part^were 
swimming  their  horses  over  a  rapid  stream.  Ollen,  they 
toil(Ml  wearily  through  mire,  more  dangerous  than  the  flood 
itself.  Hundreds  of  Indians  thronged  their  pathway.  But, 
amid  angry  elements,  wild  beasts,  vast  swamps,  boundless  ft»r- 
esls,  and  treacherous  savages,  the  dauntless  Perkins  hehl  his 
course,  marching  swiftly  at  the  hea<l  of  his  company,  and  iirg- 
iriLT  them  alon^T  at  the  rate  of  forty  miles  a  day.  In  the  ionnn'V 
through  Alahama,  says  the  liistorian  of  that  State,  the  party 
always  slept  in  the  woods,  near  swamps  of  reeds,  n])<m  which 
tlie  horses,  '*l>elled  and  hohhled,"  fed  (lurin<x  the  ni<j:ht.  **  At- 
ter  breakfast,  it  was  their  custom  again  to  mount  their  horsed 
and  inarch  on,  with  a  silence  which  was  sometimes  broken  bv 
a  remark  about  the  weather,  the  creeks,  or  the  In<bans.  Burr 
sat  firmly  in  the  saddh*,  was  always  on  the  alert,  and  was  a 
most  excell(?nt  lider.  Although  drenched  for  hours  with  cold 
and  clammy  rain,  and  at  night  extended  upon  a  thin  pallet,  on 
the  hare  gromi<l,  after  having  accomplished  a  ride  of  forty 
niiles,  yet,  in  tlu^  whole  distance  to  Richmond,  this  remark.i- 
ble  man  was  never  heard  to  complain  that  he  was  sick,  or  even 
i:iti<«:ued." 

It  was  ten  davs  before  they  reacthed  again  the  .abodes  of  the 
whit(»  man.  ()«-casionally,  as  they  approached  the  settlements 
they  would  iind  an  Indian  in  possiession  of  a  crossing  place  on 
a  river,  with  canoes  for  the  conveyance  of  travelei's.  Then, 
they  would  place  their  stores  in  the  canoes,  and  p.addlo  over, 
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leading  their  swimming  horses.  The  first  roof  that  sheltered 
the  party  was  that  of  a  small  tavern,  near  Fort  Wilkinson,  on 
the  river  Oconee,  about  eighty  miles  fi'om  the  boundary  line 
between  Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  The  arrival  of  so  ex- 
traordinary a  party  at  this  remote  place  of  entertainment 
Boems  to  have  astonished  the  landlord.  While  breakfast  was 
getting  ready,  and  the  guard  and  their  prisoner  were  sitting 
quietly  around  the  fire,  he  began  to  ask  them  a  series  of  ex- 
tremely disagreeable  questions.  Learning  that  they  came 
from  tlie  Tombigbee  settlement,  he  hit  at  once  upon  the  pre- 
vailing topic,  and  asked  the  news  respecting  Aaron  l^urr,  the 
traitor!  Had  he  yet  been  arrested  ?  Was  he  not  a  very  bad 
man  ?  Was  not  every  body  afraid  of  him  ?  To  these  and 
other  questions  of  the  kind,  Perkins  and  his  men  could  make 
no  reply,  but  hung  down  their  heads  in  extreme  embarrass- 
ment, full  of  sympathy  for  their  captive.  Burr,  who  was  sit- 
ting in  a  comer  near  the  fire,  raised  his  head,  and,  fixing  his 
blazing  eyes  upon  the  unsuspecting  landlord,  said, 
"I  am  Aaron  Burr  —  what  is  it  you  want  with  me  ?" 
The  poor  landlord,  amazed  at  the  information,  and  struck 
with  the  majestic  manner  of  the  man,  stood  aghast,  and,  with 
out  a  syllable  of  reply,  glided  about  the  house,  oifering  the 
party  the  most  obsequious  attentions. 

Two  days  more  brought  them  to  the  confines  of  South  Car- 
olina, where  Burr  from  of  old  had  been  a  popular  favorite, 
and  where,  on  his  visits  to  Theodosia,  he  had  ever  been 
"warmly  welcomed,  and  made  many  personal  friends.  Per- 
kins knew  the  difficulty  he  should  have  in  conveying,  with  such 
a  force  as  his,  a  prisoner  like  Burr  through  that  State,  and  ho 
exhorted  his  men  to  renewed  vigilance.  By  keeping  well  to 
the  north,  he  avoided  the  larger  settlements  until  he  reached 
the  district  of  Chester,  which  was  only  one  day's  march  from 
North  Carolina.  As  he  approached  the  principal  village  of 
this  district,  he  halted  the  party,  and  changed  the  order  of 
their  march,  placing  two  men  in  front  of  the  prisoner,  two 
more  behind,  and  one  at  each  side  of  him.  In  this  manner 
they  proceeded,  without  incident,  nntil  they  passed  near  a 
tavern,  before  which  a  considerable  number  of  persons  were 
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fltandinc:,  wliile  mnsic  and  dancing  were  heard  from  within. 
Here,  hnvr  throw  liimself  from  his  horse,  and  exclaimed  in  a 
loud  voice, 

"  I  am  Aaron  Burr,  under  military  arrest,  and  claim  the  pro- 
tection of  the  civil  authorities." 

Perkins  snatched  his  pistols  from  his  holster,  sprang  to  the 
ground,  and  in  an  instant  was  at  the  side  of  his  prisoner. 
"With  a  pistol  in  each  hand,  he  sternly  ordered  him  to  re- 
mount. 

"  I  will  not  /'^  shouted  Buit  in  his  most  defiant  manner. 

Perkins,  unwilling  to  slied  blood,  but  resolute  to  execute 
the  coininission  intrusted  to  him,  threw  liis  pistols  upon  the 
ground,  ciiujjjht  the  prisoner  round  the  waist  with  the  resist- 
less grasp  of  a  frontiersman,  and  threw  him  into  the  saddle. 
On(»  of  the  guard  seizing  the  bridle  of  Bun-'s  horse,  led  him 
rapidly  away,  and  tlic  whole  j^arty  swept  through  the  village 
in  a  mass,  and  disappeared,  before  the  grouj)  of  spectators  liad 
recovered  from  their  astonishment  at  the  scene. 

A  mile  or  two  beyond  the  village,  Perkins  halted  the  party 
to  consult  with  his  comrades.  Burr  was  wild  with  excitement. 
The  indilVerence  of  the  ]K'ople,  the  personal  indignity  he  had 
surtcred,  the  thought  of  his  innocence  of  any  violation  of  the 
law,  the  triumph  his  enemies  were  about  to  have  over  him, 
all  rushed  up(m  his  mind,  and,  for  a  minute,  unmanned  him. 
Perkins  usi.'d  to  say  that,  when  the  party  halted,  he  found  his 
prisoner  in  a  Hood  of  tears,  and  that  the  man  who  led  his 
horse,  touched  by  the  spectachi  of  fallen  greatness,  was  also 
crvinir.  It  mav  have  bi'en  so.  Never  had  mortal  man  to  en- 
dure  more  of  what  is  called  DKfrtifh'tition  than  Aaron  l?urr  at 
that  niomrnt ;  and  if,  for  an  instant,  he  lost  that  amazing  selt- 
commaml  which  in*  exhibited  all  through  his  unexampled  mis- 
fortunes, it  was  pardonable,  and  it  was  but  once. 

Afb'r  conversing  with  his  men,  Perkins  sent  them  forward 
with  the  prisoner,  umler  the  coimnand  of  his  lieutenant,  anil 
retuiricd  himself  toC-hester,  where  he  bought  a  gig,  an«l  re- 
joincfl  the  ]>arty  before*  night.  Burr  was  then  transferred  to 
the  vehicle,  with  one  of  the  guard  to  drive,  and,  in  that  n^an- 
ner,  traveled  the  remainder  of  the  distance.     At  Frederics* 
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,  burg,  Perkins  was  met  by  orders  from  Washington  to  con- 
I  vey  the  prisoner  to  Ilichmond,  where  the  party  arrived  on  the 
j  2Gth  of  March.  They  had  accomplished  tlie  journey  in  the 
/remarkably  short  period  of  twenty-one  days.  Arriving  on  the 
evening  of  Thursday,  the  prisoner  was  taken  to  the  Eagle 
Tavern,  where  he  remained,  under  guard,  until  Monday  morn- 

Tlie  morning  after  his  arrival,  he  wrote  a  short  note  to  his 
daughter,  announcing  the  fact.  "  It  seems,"  he  added,  "  that 
here  the  business  is  to  be  tried  and  concluded.  I  am  to  bo 
surrendered  to  the  civil  authority  to-morrow,  when  the  ques- 
tion of  bail  is  to  be  determined.  In  the  mean  tune,  I  remain 
at  the  Eagle  Tavern." 

A  letter  which  he  wrote  to  her  some  days  after  is  worthy 
of  note.  It  was  long  a  puzzle  in  my  mind,  whether  the  fol- 
lowing passage  was  written  in  joke  or  earnest.  It  was  un- 
doubtedly written  in  earnest.  He  really  fchjust  so  re8i)ecting 
his  own  character  and  conduct :  "  You  have  read  to  very  little 
purpose  if  you  have  not  remarked  that  such  things  happen  in 
all  democratic  governments.  Was  there  in  Greece  or  Rome 
a  man  of  virtue  and  independence,  and  supposed  to  possess 
great  talents,  who  was  not  the  object  of  vindictive  and  unre- 
lenting persecution  ?  Now,  madamo,  I  pray  you  to  amuse 
yourself  by  collecting  and  collating  all  the  instances  to  bo 
found  in  ancient  history,  which  you  may  connect  together,  if 
you  please,  in  an  essay,  with  reflections,  comments,  and  appli- 
cations. ♦  ♦  ♦  I  promise  myself  great  pleasure  in  the 
perusal,  and  I  promise  you  great  satisfaction  and  consolation 
in  the  composition." 

Tbeodosia,  as  may  be  imagined,  was  overwhelmed  by  this 
new  calamity.  How  fondly  she  had  indulged  in  the  dream  that 
Uer  father's  misfortunes  were  at  an  end,  and  that  she  should 
§ee  him  the  glorious  and  powerful  head  of  a  nation  created 
by  his  own  genius !  Or,  if  not  that,  yet  the  leading  spirit  of 
a  prosperous  and  refined  community,  of  which  she,  too,  should 
bo  a  member  !  For  many  days,  she  forgot  her  father's  count- 
less exhortations  to  fortitude,  and  remained  stupefied  with 
Borrow.     She  recovered  her  serenity,  ere  long,  and  had  then 
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no  thought  but  to  fly  to  Richmoiul  to  be  at  his  side  during 
the  scenes  tliat  \v«M-e  before  him.  In  a  few  weeks  slie  and  her 
husb.-iiid  ])ei;:in  their  melancholy  journey  northward. 

On  ^Innday,  jNlajor  Seott,  the  marshal  of  the  district,  at- 
tended by  two  dej)uties,  waited  upon  the  prisoner,  and,  with 
the  utmost  respeettiihiess  of  manner,  conducted  him,  "through 
an  awfully  silent  and  attentive  assemblage  of  citizens,"  to  an- 
other  apartment  of  the  hotel,  where  he  was  brouirht  before 
Chief  Justice  ^larshall  for  examination.  This  examination  was 
merely  preliminary  to  commitment,  which  was  strenuously 
oj>p()sed  by  Hurr  and  his  counsel. 

In  a  brief  but  forcible  sj)eeeh.  Colonel  Burr  denied  that 
there  was  the  smallest  ground  for  even  an  accusation  against 
him.  The  countrv,  he  said,  had  been  causeiesslv  alarmed. 
Wilkinson  lia«l  alarmed  the  President,  and  the  President  had 
alarmed  the  country.  lie  ap])ealed  to  facts  which  were  known 
to  all  ;  to  the  hist(uv  of  his  arramjements  in  the  West ;  to  ilie 
jM'omptni'ss  with  which  he  ha<l  met  every  charge  ;  and  to  the 
unanimity  with  which  juries  had  acjpiitted  him.  If  there  liad 
been  anv  cause  of  alarm,  it  must  have  been  known  to  the 
pcopK'  in  that  part  of  the  country  where  his  olfense  was  said 
to  have  bci-n  connuitted.  The  manner  of  his  tlescent  of  the 
river  was  pr(K)f  enoui^h  that  his  object  was  purely  peaceable 
and  agricultural.  He  <leclared  that  all  his  ilesigns  were  hon- 
orable, and  calculated  to  be  beneticial  to  the  United  State.**. 
J  lis  llii^lit,  as  it  was  ternu'd,  had  been  mentioned  as  a  proof 
of  .t^uilt  ;  but  it  was  only  from  the  resistless  arm  of  military 
despotism  that  he  had  lied.  Was  it  his  duty  to  remain  sui*- 
rounded  by  armed  men  assembled  for  his  unlawful  capture? 
Ill' thought  not.  lie  took  the  advice  of  his  best  friemls,  pur- 
suimI  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgnunt,  ami  abandoned  a 
tjountry  where  the  laws  ha<l  ceased  to  be  the  sovereign  power. 
The  charge  stated  in  a  handbill,  that  he  had  forfeited  his  n- 
cognizance,  was  liilse.  He  had  forfeited  no  recognizance.  If 
he  had  tbrfeiti'd  anv  recoLTnizance,  whv  had  no  proceedinjrs 
taki'U  ]>lace  for  the  breach  of  it  ?  If  he  was  to  be  proseculeti 
lor  such  breach,  he  wished  to  know  whv  he  was  brouirht  to 
this  place  V     Why   not   carry  him  to  the  place    where  the 
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breach  happened  ?  More  than  three  months  had  elapsed  since 
the  order  of  government  had  issued  to  seize  and  bring  him  to 
that  place  ;  yet  it  was  pretended,  that  sufficient  time  had  not 
been  allowed  to  adduce  testimony  in  support  of  the  prosecu- 
tion. He  asked  why  the  guard,  who  conducted  him  to  that 
place,  avoided  every  magistrate  on  the  way,  unless  from  a  con 
viction  that  they  were  acting  without  lawful  authority  ?  Why 
had  he  heen  debarred  the  use  of  pen  and  ink,  and  paper,  and 
not  even  permitted  to  write  to  his  daughter  ?  In  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  where  he  hapj)encd  to  see  three  men  to- 
gether, he  demanded  the  interposition  of  the  civil  authority ; 
it  was  from  military  despotism,  from  the  tyranny  of  a  military 
escort,  that  he  wislied  to  be  delivered,  not  from  an  investiga- 
tion into  his  conduct,  or  from  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  his 
country. 

After  an  argument  of  three  d.iys'  duration,  the  Chief  Just- 
ice decided  to  commit  the  prisoner  on  the  charge  of  misde- 
meanor only,  leaving  the  charge  of  treason  to  bo  investigated 
by  the  grand  jury.  By  this  decision  Colonel  I:5urr  was  freed 
from  the  immediate  apprehension  of  imprisonment.  Fiv*^  gen- 
tlemen of  Richmond  gave  bonds  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  for  the  a])pearance  of  the  prisoner  at  the  next  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States,  to  be  held  at  Richmond  on  the 
22d  of  May.     He  was  then  discharged  from  custody. 

Innocent  as  he  was  of  the  slightest  infraction  of  the  law,  he 
now  saw  that  it  was  necessiiry  to  prepare  for  an  arduous  con- 
flict in  the  court.  It  was  not  merely  that  the  deposition  of 
Eaton  and  the  dispatches  of  Wilkinson  had  turned  the  tide  of 
public  opinion  so  strongly  against  him,  that  an  unbiased  jury 
could  not  be  found  in  all  Virginia.  The  serious  circumstance 
was,  that  the  President,  by  his  proclamations  and  by  his  mes< 
sages  to  Congress,  had  conspicuously  committed  himself  to  the 
opinion  of  Burr's  guilt.  He  had  so  frightened  the  country 
from  its  propriety,  that  to  escape  being  overwhelmed  with 
ridicule,  he  must  get  his  prisoner  convicted  of  the  fell  designs 
which  he  had  publicly  attributed  to  liim.  Not  that  Jeffei-son 
bad  tike  least  doubt  of  Burr's  guilt.  His  familiar  letters  written 
in  the  spring  of  1807,  show  that  he  implicitly  believed  the 
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story  he  liad  toM  the  pooj)le.  "Burr's  enteq)ri80,"  UTOle 
JciVcrsoii,  January  11th,  ''is  the  most  cxtraordmary  since  the 
I  lays  of  Don  Quixote.  It  is  so  extravagant  that  those  who 
know  liis  understanding  Avould  not  believe  it  if  the  proofs  ad- 
)nitt(.>d  doubt.  He  lias  meant  to  place  himself  on  the  throne 
of  ^lontezunia,  and  extend  his  empire  to  th.^*  Alleghany,  sei*- 
iuL^  on  Now  Orleans  as  the  histnimeut  of  com|.*uls»ion  for  our 
western  States."' 

How  nonsensical  is  this!  What  impossibilities  does  this 
closet-wise  man  attribute  to  his  late  companion  and  rival!  By 
what  means  iinai^inable  could  the  western  States  be  com/tclled 
to  yield  submission  to  a  usurper  at  New  Orleans?  The  States 
of  this  Union  are  so  constituted  and  circumstanced,  tliat  trea- 
son of  the  kind  attributed  to  Aaron  Burr  is  a  ^mple  and  man* 
ifesl  impossibility!  There  is  no  part  of  Jefferson's  long  and 
j^lorious  career  in  which  he  appears  to  so  little  a<lvantago  .is 
dmiiiL^  till'  period  wo  arc  now  considering.  His  mind  was 
absiHillv  exciteil.  One  of  his  lettei*s  to  Senator  Giles,  written 
a  ffW  days  after  IJnrr's  fust  examination  at  Kichmond,  speaks 
of  the  fric/i's  of  t  lie  in<lLres  in  hasteninu:  the  trial  so  as  to  eii?ar 
Ihirr;  rails  at  the  {''ederalists,  sayiiii;  that  they  were  <//.n-'7^ 
fKiinfuf  {\\  IJurr's  failure  to  n-ud  the  L'nion.  If,  saivl  he,  Burr 
had  sueceeiled  evi'r  so  ]>artial!y,  the  Federalists  were  rendy 
to  join  him  in  tin-  attempt  tt)  ov(?rlhrow  'Mhis  hated  republie," 
ami  introduce  'Mlieir  favorite  monarchy."  At  first,  ho  ad«N, 
the  Federali'ls  aecused  the  Pn»siilenl  of  permittinir  ''treason 
to  stalk  throuLrh  thi'  laud  in  ojieu  <lay  ;"  but  uotc^  they  o«»ni- 
l»lain  because  he  crushed  it  bet'ore  it  had  ripenetl  it)  an  overt 
a<'l.  "As  if  an  express  could  t^o  to  Natelu-z,  or  to  the  moutli 
of  the  C.'inulMMlau<l,  and  return,  in  live  we4'ks,  t«)  do  which  ha-* 
iH'ver  taken  less  iIimu  twelve."  He  proceeds  to  denomu-e  tiif 
l'e«lera)  judv^es,  (»f  whom  John  .Marshall  was  the  chief,  in  a  man- 
ner which  shows  that  ]>hilosophers  are  sometimes  anirry,  an^l 
that  sa'<'es  are  not  alwa\s  wise.  He  wrote  also  to  Governor 
Piiu'knev  of  South  (.'aroliua,  ti'llin-^  him  that  Alston  uas  i:n- 
j>licated  with  Burr,  had  travele«l,  solicited,  en(h>rsed  f»»r  Ihirr; 
ami  inciuiriui;  whether  it  wouM  be  a«lvisable  to  take  anv  mea<- 
'nres  against  him.     In  one  W(»rd,  the  real  prosecutor  of  Aaron 
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Burr,  thronghont  this  business,  was  Thomas  Jefferson,  Presi 
dent  of  the  United  States,  who  was  made  President  of  the 
United  States  by  ^^aron  Burros  tact  and  vigilance,  and  who 
was  able. therefore  to  wield  against  Aaron  Burr  the  power  and 
resources  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  not  without  truth,  then,  that  Colonel  Burr  wrote  in 
the  early  stage* of  the  trial :  "The  most  indefatigable  indus- 
try is  used  by  the  agents  of  government,  and  they  have  money 
at  command  without  stint.  If  I  were  possessed  of  the  same 
means,  I  could  not  only  foil  the  prosecutors,  but  render  them 
ridiculous  and  infamous.  The  democratic  papers  teem  with 
abuse  against  me  and  my  counsel,  and  even  against  the  Chief 
Justice.  Nothing  is  led  undone  or  ufisaid  which  can  tend  to 
prejudice  the  public  mind,  and  produce  a  conviction  without 
evidenoe.  Tbe  machinations  of  this  description  which  were 
used  against  Moreau  in  France  were  treated  in  this  country 
with  indignation.  They  are  practiced  against  me  in  a  still 
more  impudent  degree,  not  only  with  impunity,  but  with  ap- 
plause ;  and  the  authors  and  abettors  suppose,  with  reason, 
that  they  are  acquiring  favor  with  the  administration." 
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TiiK  fourt  convened  on  the  apjwinted  day,  May  22d,  1807. 
lii'lnnond,  itself  a  city  of  six  thousand  inhabitants,  and  the 
.-'>(ial  nietrupnhs  of  N'irLrinia,  was  thron<;ed  with  stranijjors  — 
;ill  caLitT  to  witness  the  openiiiLC  scenes  ot'a  tri:il  more  romark- 
al)le  than  any  which  had  yet  taken  i)hice  in  the  infant  rejuil*- 
lic.  J>rsides  tlie  niai^nates  f»t'  Virixinia,  (ieneral  Jaekson  was 
there,  lull  of  wrath  airainst  the  adnflnistration  for  its  j»orsc- 
<'Uti«>n  of  liis  iiniocent  friend,  the  ])nsoner.  The  story  lliai 
C<>h)!iel  r>iur,  in  liis  later  years,  used  often  t«)  tell  of  General 
.lack'^on'^  niouiilinix  the  steps  of  a  corner  grocery  at  Kioli- 
niond,  ami  deciaiininLT  furiously  airainst  Jetierson  for  the  jnrt 
lie  iia<l  taken  in  cru>hini:;  the  e.\]»edition  and  its  authiir,  U 
confuined  bv  tiu*  testiin<»nv  of  the  most  tlistinijuishetl of  tlif 
liviniL^  pubHc;  men  of  tlu*  Tnited  States.  "As  I  \v:is  en>ssin'^ 
the  court-house  irreen,''  said  this  genth'man  to  the  wriT«*r,  "I 
heanl  a  <j:reat  noise  of  liarani^uiiiLT  at  some  distance  otV.  Int]iiir- 
ini^  what  it  was,  I  was  toM  it  was  a'  threat  blaekt^uard  froniTii*- 
nessei',  one  Andrew  Jackson,  tnakini^  a  speech  for  JJurr,  and 
dainninijj  .]elV«'rson  as  a  })('rsecut<»r.-'  ]>esides  Jackson,  liiorc 
were  a  number  t)f  Uurr's  friends  from  New  York,  and  a  hu>t 
of  persons  from  the  West  who  had  been  liis  confederates  JU»'l 
who  were  now  summoned  as  witnesses  a!:;ainst  hinu     Includ- 
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ing  witnesses,  jurymen,  and  lawyers,  there  were  not  less  than 
two  liuiidred  persons  in  Richmond  who  had  some  official  con- 
nection with  tlie  trial. 

The  struggles  for  admission  to  the  hall  were  terrible.  So 
great  was  the  number  of  distinguished  persons  claiming  scats 
within  the  bar,  that  lawyers  of  twenty  years'  standing  were 
excluded  from  their  accustomed  places,  and  thought  them- 
selves fortunate  to  get  within  the  walls.  John  Randolph,  Sen- 
ator Giles,  and  many  other  public  men,  were  present.  Among 
tlie  young  gentlemen  of  the  town  who  had  succeeded  in  forc- 
ing their  way  into  the  room  was  Winiield  Scott,  then  just  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar.  He  stood  on  the  massive  lock  of  the  great 
door,  above  the  crowd,  hi  full  view  of  the  pnsoner,  who  ob- 
served and  long  remembered  the  towering  form  of  the  most 
magnificent  youth  in  Virginia, 

Two  judges  sat  upon  the  bench,  John  Marshall,  Chief  Just- 
ice of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  Cyrus 
Griffin,  Judge  of  the  District  of  Virginia.  The  Chief  Justice, 
in  his  fifty-second  year  (one  year  older  than  the  prisoner),  was 
a  tall,  slender  man,  with  a  majestic  head,  without  one  gray 
hair,  with  eyes  the  finest  ever  seen,  except  Burr's,  largo,  blacky 
and  bniliant  beyond  description.  It  was  often  remarked  dur- 
ing the  trial,  that  two  such  pail's  of  eyes  had  never  looked  into 
one  another  before.  The  soul  of  dignity  and  honor,  prudent, 
courageous,  alive  to  censure,  but  immovably  resolute  to  do 
right,  John  Marshall  was  the  Washington  of  the  bench.  Not 
a  brilliant  man,  not  a  great  man,  but  an  honest  man,  and  a 
just  judge.  Jefferson,  with  his  strange  convictions  of  Burr's 
guilt)  could  not,  and  never  could,  comprehend  the  decisions 
of  the  Cliicf  Justice  upon  this  trial.  He  so  far  forgot  himself 
as  to  insinuate  that  party  feelings  influenced  those  decisions 
of  tlie  Chief  Justice;  as  though  John  Marshall,  the  Federalist, 
could  be  biased  in  favor  of  the  man  who  had  deprived  his 
party  of  its  chief,  and  himself  of  an  honored  and  valued 
friend  I  Gentlemen  of  the  profession  who  witnessed  the  trial, 
who  saw  the  effective  dignity  with  which  the  judge  presided 
over  the  court,  who  heard  him  read  those  opinions,  so  elabo- 
rate and  right,  though  necessarily  prepared  on  the  i^pur  of 
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the  moment,  regarded  it  as  the  finest  display  of  judicial  skill 
and  judicial  rectitude  which  they  had  ever  beheld. 

The  counsel  employed  in  the  case  comprised  the  ablest  men 
of  the  bur  of  Virginia,  with  one  powerful  recruit  from  Mary- 
land. First  in  technical  rank,  but  neither  first  nor  second  in 
ability,  was  George  Hay,  the  prosecuting  attorney.  He  wns 
Colonel  Monroe's  son-in-law ;  a  warm  Jefiersonian  ;  much  ad- 
<licted  to  the  production  of  those  long-winded  political  disqui- 
sitions of  which  the  readers  of  that  age  were  so  fond;  a  moift 
respectable  and  zealous  man,  but,  on  this  occasion,  *' over- 
weighted.'' He  did  his  best  with  an  impossible  cause,  against 
five  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  day ;  but,  with  the  aid  of 
almost  daily  lottei-s  from  JefiTerson,  teeming  with  suggestions 
for  the  conduct  of  the  case,  he  showed  incompetence  at  every 
stage  of  the  proceedings.  He  was  assisted  by  William  Wirt, 
then  only  thirty-live  years  of  age,  just  rising  into  eminence, 
but  greatly  and  jtistly  admired  at  the  liichmond  bar  for  his 
splcn<lid  declamation.  Among  the  lawyers  assembled  that 
day  within  the  bar,  there  was  not  one  whose  rising  to  sjn^ak 
so  instantaneously  hushed  the  s])ectators  to  silence  as  liis.  A 
lianvlsonu*,  fortunate,  happy,  brilliant,  high-minded  man  was 
William  Wirt,  the  toil  of  whose  lite-time  it  was  to  achieve 
those  solid  attahnnents  which  alone  make  brilliancy  ot'  utter- 
ance endurable  in  a  court  of  justice.  At  the  personal  retpiest 
of  Jctfcrson  himself,  Mr.  Wirt  undertook  to  aid  the  pri>secii- 
tion,  an<l  he  did  it  yeoman's  service.  Alexander  MacHne,  the 
third  on  the  side  of  the  ufovcrnmcnt,  was  the  son  of  a  Scotch 
))arst)n  who  was  distini^uished  in  the  revolutionary  war,  first,  lor 
bcini^  himself  a  hot  Tory,  and,  secondly,  for  being  the  father 
of  scvi'n  sons,  all  of  whom  were  ardent  Whigs.  Macliae  was 
a  lawyer  of  respei-table  ability  antl  a  shar]»  tongue  —  sharp  from 
ill-nature  more  than  wit.  At  the  time  of  the  trial  he  w:tf 
T-.icutcnant-Governor  of  Virginia. 

On  the  other  side,  the  arrav  of  celebrity  and  talent  was 
imposing  in  the  extrenie.  The  real  leader  of  the  defense  WM 
i>urr  him*jelf,  though  the  burden  of  the  work  fell  upon  others. 
Not  a  step  was  taken,  not  a  point  conceded,  without  his  ex- 
press concurrence.     He  appeared  in  court  attired  with  scro- 
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pnloas  neatness,  in  black,  with  powdered  hair  and  qneue.  His 
manner  was  dignity  itself — composed,  polite,  conlideut,  im- 
pressive.  He  had  the  air  of  a  man  at  perfect  peace  with  hiin- 
Helf,  and  simply  intent  upon  the  business  of  the  scene.  It  was 
observed  that  he  never  laughed  at  the  jokes  of  the  counsel, 
which,  at  some  stages  of  the  trial,  were  numerous  and  good. 
His  speeches  were  short,  concise,  exact.  They  were  uttered 
with  such  impressive  distinctness  that  there  arc  men  now 
alive,  who,  after  the  lapse  of  lifty  years,  can  repeat  phrases 
and  sentences  which  they  heard  fall  from  his  lips  during  the 
trial.  He  was  at  home  again.  He  was  handling  familiar 
weapons.  The  valley  of  the  Mississippi  was  too  much  for 
him ;  but  in  a  court  of  justice,  with  the  law  all  on  his  side,  with 
a  judge  who  would  decide  according  to  law,  and  with  such 
opponents  as  Hay,  Wirt,  and  Macliue,  he  was  master  of  the 
situation. 

He  had  four  assistants,  each  of  whom  wore  prcijminent  at^^^ 
the  bar  for  some  one  qualification,  or  set  of  qualifications,  cal- 
culated to  be  of  service  in  the  defense.  Edmund  Randolph, 
(second  cousin  of  John  Randolph)  was  the  leader  on  Burr's 
Bide.  He  had  been  Attorney-General  and  Secretary  of  Stato 
under  Washington ;  he  had  V)een  Governor  and  Attorney- 
General  of  Virginia;  he  was  an  elderly  man  of  great  experi- 
ence, much  learning,  some  talent,  and  over-awing  dignity  of 
manner.  John  Wickham,  another  of  Burr's  defenders,  was 
perhaps,  upon  the  whole,  the  ablest  lawyer  then  practicing  at 
the  Richmond  bar.  He  had  learning,  logic,  wit,  sarcasm,  elo- 
quence, a  fine  presence,  and  a  persuasive  manner.  In  single 
endowments  he  was  excelled,  but  no  other  man  possessed  such 
a  variety  of  talents  and  resources  as  Wickham,  Another 
great  man  on  Burr's  side  was  Luther  Martin,  of  Maryland, 
who,  in  the  single  particular  of  legal  learning,  was  the  first 
lawyer  of  his  day.  His  memory  was  as  wonderful  as  his  read 
ing,  so  that  his  acquirements  were  at  instantaneous  command. 
Burr  had  become  acquainted  with  him  at  Washington  three 
years  before,  during  the  trial  of  Judge  Ciiace,  in  whose  de- 
fense Martin  had  greatly  distinguished  himself.  He  entered 
into  the  defense  of  Colonel  Burr  with  a  zeal  which  Jefferson 
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t1ion£rl)t  Ro  inclccont  and  ontrap^eons,  that  he  could  only  acconnl 
lor  It  on  l.lii^  supposition  that  Martin  was  implicated  with  Burr. 
He  was,  indocnl,  a  somewhat  coarse  man,  more  loud  than  do- 
quont,  and  a  niiglity  drinker;  resembling,  in  many  respects, 
Professor  Porson,  the  e^apacious  Oxford  receptacle  of  Greek  and 
wine.  Another  of  Burr's  counsel  was  Benjamin  Botts  (father 
of  the  well-known  John  Minor  Botts,  of  Virginia).  Mr.  BottA 
was  the  youngest  man  on  the  side  of  the  defense,  but  already 
eminent.  His  speciality  was  courage,  nerve;  the  "bravest 
of  all  possible  men,"  I  have  heard  him  descnbed  by  a  cotem- 
)>orary.  There  was  also  a  certain  "  Jack  Baker,"  a  lame  man 
with  a  cruteh,  a  merry  fellow  with  plenty  of  "hoi-se-wil"  and 
an  infectious  laugh,  no  speaker  and  no  lawyer,  but  the  liost  of 
good  lellows  —  who  appeared  at  a  later  period  of  the  trial  as 
counsel  for  one  of  the  accused. 

The  report  of  the  trial,  of  which  a  brief  account  is  now  to 
he  given,  lills  more  than  eleven  hundred  closely-printed  oc- 
tavo pagi'S,  ami,  of  course,  only  the  leading  ])oints,  and  the 
most  interestiiiix  scenes  can  l)e  ixiven  in  the  few  ]>aj;es  that  are 
appropriated  to  the  subject  in  tins  volume. 

'^I'he  court  was  o]K'niHl  at  half-past  twelve.  The  very  first 
]»roi^eiMliiiL^s  showevl  how  general  and  how  decided  was  the 
conviction  of  the  ])risoner-s  guilt.  The  gentlemen  who  had 
been  surnintuied  to  serve  on  the  grand  jury,  upon  being  qui»s- 
tioned,  all  admitted  that  the  j)roclaniations  of  the  President, 
an<l  tin*  «lept»sition  of  (.Ji*neral  Eaton,  had  given  them  strong 
iiupresMons  against  the  prisoni'r.  One  of  them  wjis  Senator 
(Jiles,  who  ha<l  moved  in  the  Senate  the  suspension  of  I  ho 
Habeas  C-orpus ;  another  was  an  old  political  anil  personal  en- 
emy of  l>urr\s;  an<l  all  were  prepared  to  believe  him  a  traitor. 
One  of  the  jurymen  ev<'n  volunteered  the  statement  that,  njM)n 
reading  Eaton's  tlep»»siti(»n  in  the  newspapers,  he  had  ex- 
])res»ie<l  himself  with  great  warmth  and  indignation  upon  the 
subjrct,  an.l,  then-fore,  teeling  that  it  woidtl  he  indelicate  and 
improper  for  him  to  serve  on  the  grand  jury,  begged  to  be  ex.- 
CU>ed. 

CohnH'l  Hurr  said  :  '•  Under  dilVerent  circumstances  I  might 
think  and  act  dilfia'cntly ;  but  the  industry  which  bus  bL*eu 
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used  through  this  country  to  prejudice  my  cause,  leaves  me 
very  Jittle  chance  indeed  of  an  impartial  jury.  There  is  very 
little  chance  that  I  can  expect  a  better  man  to  try  my  cause. 
His  desire  to  be  excused,  and  his  opinion  that  his  mind  is  not 
entirely  free  upon  the  case,  are  good  reasons  why  he  should 
be  excused  ;  but  the  candor  of  the  gentleman,  in  excepting  to 
himself,  leaves  me  ground  to  hope  that  he  will  endeavor  to  be 
impartial.  I  pray  the  court  to  notice,  from  the  scene  before 
us,  how  many  attempts  have  been  made  to  prejudge  my  cause. 
On  this  occasion  I  am  perfectly  passive." 

This  gentleman  was,  accordingly,  not  excused.  To  Mr. 
Giles  and  a  few  others  of  the  most  prejudiced  among  the 
panel,  Colonel  Burr  objected,  and  they  were  withdrawn.  The 
celebrated  John  Randolph,  being  added  to  the  panel  from 
among  the  spectators,  begged  to  be  excused  for  the  same  rea- 
son, namely,  that  he  had  an  impression  that  the  prisoner  was 
guilty  of  the  crimes  charged  against  him.  He  was  retained, 
however,  and  named  foreman  of  the  jury.  Late  in  the  afloi- 
noon  the  requisite  number  of  jurors  was  obtained,  and,  hail- 
ing been  duly  sworn  and  charged,  were  conducted  to  the 
apartment  prepared  for  them. 

Colonel  Burr  then  addressed  the  court,  and,  in  doing  so, 
gave  an  intimation  of  the  mode  in  which  be  had  resolved  to 
conduct  the  defense,  and  in  which  he  did  conduct  it  from  first 
to  last.  He  asked  the  court  to  instruct  the  grand  jury  as  to 
the  admissibility  of  certain  evidence  which,  he  supposed, 
would  be  laid  before  them.  Mr.  Hay  objected,  and  hoped  the 
court  would  grant  no  special  indulgences  to  Colonel  Burr, 
who  stood  on  the  same  footing  with  every  other  man  who  had 
committed  a  crime.  "  Would  to  God,"  exclaimed  the  pris- 
oner, *'  that  I  did  stand  on  the  same  footing  with  every  other 
man  1  This  is  the  first  time  I  have  been  permitted  to  enjoy 
the  rights  of  a  citizen.     How  have  I  been  brought  hither  ?" 

The  Chief  Justice  interposed,  observing  that  such  digressions 
w^ere  improper.  The  day  being  far  spetit,  it  was  agreed  that 
argument  respecting  the  d^jty  of  the  court  to  ikistruct  the 
grand  jury  further,  should  be  postponed.  The  court  then  ad- 
journed to  the  following  morning;  the  multitude  dispersed 


404  LIFE    OF    AABOM    BUBB. 

nnd  the  prisoner,  accompanied  by  his  counsel,  retamcd  to  his 

SjcoNil  Day  (Saturday).  —  Nothing  was  done  except  recog- 
nizing some  newly-arrived  witnesses.  No  witnesses  were  sent 
in  to  the  grand  jury.  It  now  appeared  that  nothing  effectual 
could  be  done  until  the  arrival  of  General  Wilkinson,  who  had 
been  sumnioneJ,  and  was  daily  expected.  It  was  thought  by 
some  that  he  would  not  dare  to  confront  the  man  he  was  sup- 
posed to  have  betrayed ;  and  meanwhile,  tlie  questions  of  the 
day  at  liiohmond  were,  H:ls  Wilkinson  arrived  ?  Has  Wil- 
kinson boon  hoard  from?  What  caw  have  become  of  Wilkin- 
son ?  Wilkinson  was  the  great  Expected  —  the  Coming 
Man.  • 

Third  Day,  —  Mr.  Hay  was  compelled  again  to  announce 
that  ho  had  rocoivcd  no  tidings  of  the  general.  He  made  an 
important  motion,  however,  which  excited  one  of  the  most 
elo(Iuent  tk-bates  of  the  whole  trial.  The  prisoner,  as  the 
reader  has  been  informed,  was  held  to  bail,  on  his  first  ex.inii- 
nation,  merely  on  the  charge  of  tniMhineanor^  \\\  having  in- 
cited a  hostile  attempt  against  a  nation  with  which  the  United 
Stati's  were  at  j)eaee.  To-day,  the  prosecuting  attorney 
moved  the  court  that  he  be  committed  on  the  charLTC  of  hi::h 
treason  I  'M)n  his  examination,"  said  the  attorney,  'Mliere 
was  no  I'vidence  of  an  orert  art,  and  he  was  coniniitted  for  a 
misdeme.'Mior  onlv.  The  evidence  is  dilferent  now."  The  ef- 
feet  c)f  this  niotion,  if  granted,  would  be  the  innnediate  intri>- 
duclion  of  /v*/v?  rorr,  evidenee,  and  the  commitment  of  tlii^ 
prisoner  to  jail,  if  the  judge  should  deem  the  evidence  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  it.  It  was  a  home-thrust,  and  the  defense 
summoned  all  its  energies  to  parry  it. 

Mv,  liotts  denounced  the  motion  as  a  violation  of  an  a*rroo- 
nient  whieh  had  bei'U  ma<l(»  between  the  oj»posing  counsel, 
th:it  eneh  side  should  give  the  other  notice  of  motion**  in- 
tende(l  to  be  made.  The  coimsel  for  the  defense  had  not  been 
notilied  of  the  present  motion.  *'The  liiet  is  this,"  replied 
jVIr.  II.iv,  ''Mr.  Wilkinson  is  known  to  be  a  material  witness 
in  this  prosecuti»)n  ;  his  arrival  in  Virginia  might  be  announeed 
in  this  city  before  he  himself  reached  it.     I  do  not  pretend  10 
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say  what  effect  it  might  produce  upon  Colonel  Burr's  mind ; 
but  certainly  Colonel  Burr  would  be  able  to  effect  his  escape, 
merely  upon  paying  the  recognizance  of  his  present  bail.  My 
only  object  then  was  to  keep  his  person  safe,  until  we  could 
have  investigated  the  charge  of  treason  ;  and  I  really  did  not 
know  but  that,  if  Colonel  Burr  had  been  previously  apprised 
of  my  motion,  he  might  have  attempted  to  avoid  it.  But  I 
did  not  promise  to  make  this  communication  to  the  opposite 
counsel,  because  it  might  have  defeated  the  very  end  for 
which  it  was  intended." 

Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Randolph,  and  Mr.  Botts  were  positive 
and  vehement  in  opposing  the  motion,  as  unprecedented,  un- 
lawful, unjust,  ai^  cruel.  Colonel  Burr,  they  said,  was  in 
court,  ready  to  go  on  with  the  investigation.  The  prosecu- 
tion had  had  months  to  prepare  their  case,  and  to  assemble 
their  witnesses ;  and  still  they  were  not  ready.  They  desired 
to  waive  the  prosecution,  and  institute,  in  its  stead,  an  oppres- 
sive inquisition,  against  which  the  prisoner  would  have  no 
means  of  defense. 

In  reply  to  these  gentlemen,  Mr.  Wirt,  for  the  first  time, 
addressed  the  court,  and  spoke  with  remarkable  fluency  and 
animation.  That  he  believed  Colonel  Burr  a  guilty  man,  is 
shown  by  the  harshness  of  his  manner  whenever,  throughout 
the  trial,  he  had  occasion  to  refer  directly  to  him. 

**  Where  is  the  crime,"  said  Mr.  Wirt,  "  of  considering 
Aaron  Burr  as  subject  to  the  ordinary  operation  of  the  htmian 
passions?  Toward  any  other  man,  it  seems,  the  attorney 
would  have  been  justifiable  in  using  precautions  against  alarms 
and  escapes :  it  is  only  improper  when  applied  to  this  man. 
Really,  sir,  I  recollect  nothing  in  the  history  of  his  deport- 
ment, which  renders  it  so  very  incredible  that  Aaron  Buit 
would  fly  from  a  prosecution. 

**  Sir,  if  Aaron  Burr  bo  innocent,  instead  of  resisting  this 
motion,  he  ought  to  hail  it  with  triumph  and  exultation. 
What  is  it  that  we  propose  to  introduce  ?  Not  the  rumors 
that  are  floating  through  the  world,  nor  the  bulk  of  tlu3  multi- 
lade,  nor  the  speculations  of  newspapers  :  but  the  evidence  of 
Jacts,      We  propose  that  the  whole  evidence,  exculpatory  as 
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well  as  nocnsativc.  shall  come  before  jon  ;  instead  of  excitinjBr, 
tliis  is  tlie  true  mode  of  correcting  prejudices.  Tlie  world, 
M'liich  it  is  said  lias  been  misled  and  inflamed  by  falsehood, 
will  now  hear  tlie  truth.  Lict  the  truth  come  out,  let  as  know 
how  much  of  what  we  have  heard  is  false,  how  much  of  it  is 
true  ;  how  raucli  of  what  we  feel  is  prejudice,  how  much  of  it 
is  justiliod  by  fact.  Whoever  before  lieard  of  such  an  appre- 
hension as  tliat  which  is  professed  on  the  other  side  ?  PnjU' 
dice  e^rrtted  by  eridence  /  Evidence,  sir,  is  the  great  corrector 
of  projiidice.  Why  tlion  does  Aaron  Burr  slirink  from  it? 
It  is  strani^c  to  me  that  a  man,  who  complains  so  much  of 
bein/jf,  without  cause,  illegally  seized  and  transported  by  a 
military  oiheor,  should  bo  afraid  to  confront  this  evidence. 
Evidence  can  be  promotive  only  of  truth.  I  repeat  it  then, 
sir,  why  does  he  shrink  from  the  evidence  ?  The  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  can  cjive  tho  answer.  On  our  part,  we  arc 
ready  to  produce  that  evidence. 

''The  gentleman  assures  us  that  no  imputation  is  meant 
acjainst  the  government.  Oli,  no,  sir;  Colonel  l>urr  indeed 
has  been  oppresse<l,  lias  been  ]>ersecuted  ;  but  far  be  it  from 
the  jireiitleman  to  eharcjo  the  yovernment  with  it.  Colonel 
Burr  in«leed  has  been  liarassetl  bv  a  militarv  tvrant,  who  is 
^tlie  instrument  r>f  a  irovennnent  bound  to  a  blind  obedience;' 
but  th(i  gentleman  eonld  not  bv  anv  means  be  understood  .ns 
intending  to  insinuate  aught  to  the  juvjudiee  of  the  govern 
ment.  The  gentleman  is  understood,  sir ;  his  object  is  cor- 
rectly nnderst nod.  lie  would  divert  the  piddic  attention 
from  Aaron  Ihn-r,  and  point  it  to  another  quarter.  He  would, 
too,  if  he  eonld,  shifl  the  poi)nlar  displeasure  which  he  \\:ii 
spoken  ol*  iVoin  Aanni  l>inT  to  another  ipiarter.  These  re- 
marks were  n(»t  intended  for  your  ear,  sir;  they  were  inteuth'd 
for  the  people  who  surround  us  ;  they  can  have  no  etiect  u|»«in 
the  mind  of  the  court.  I  am  too  well  ac^piaiuted  with  the 
dignity,  the  firmness,  the  illumination  of  this  bench,  to  appri*- 
hend  anv  such  conseciuence.  l>ut  the  ijeutlemen  would  bal- 
auco  tljo  a(UM)unt  of  jiopular  preju<lices ;  they  would  ctuiverl 
this  judi<*ial  into  a  political  (piestion  ;  they  would  make  it  a 
question  betwe<ui  Thomas  Jetlersou  and  Aaron   Burr.    The 
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pnrpose  is  well  nnderstood,  sir ;  bnt  it  shall  not  be  served.  I 
will  not  degrade  the  administrjition  of  this  country  by  enter- 
ing on  their  defense.  Besides,  sir,  this  is  not  our  business ;  at 
present  we  have  an  account  to  settle,  not  between  Aaron  Burr 
and  Thomas  Jefferson,  but  between  Aaron  Burr  and  the  laws 
of  his  country.  Let  us  finish  his  trial  first.  The  adminbtra- 
tion,  too,  will  be  tried  before  their  country ;  before  the  world. 
They,  sir,  I  believe,  will  never  shrink,  either  from  the  evidence 
or  the  verdict. 
^C  "  Why  is  not  General  Wilkinson  here  ?  The  certainty  that 
Aaron  Burr  would  be  put  upon  his  tnal,  could  not  have  been 
known  at  Washington  till  the  5th  or  Cth  of  April.  Now,  sir, 
let  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  make  a  slight  calculation. 
Orleans  is  said  to  be  fifteen  hundred  or  sixteen  hundred  miles 
from  this  place.  SupiK)se  tlie  United  States  mail,  traveling 
by  a  frequent  change  of  horses  and  riders,  a  hundred  miles 
per  day,  should  reach  Orleans  in  seventeen  days  from  the  fed- 
eral city,  it  would  bo  the  24th  or  25th  of  A[>ril  (putting  all 
accidents  out  of  the  question)  before  General  Wilkinson  could 
have  received  his  orders  to  come  on.  Since  that  time  until 
this,  he  has  had  thirty  days  to  reach  Kichmond-  Could  a 
jouniey  of  fifteen  hundred  or  sixteen  hundred  miles  be  reas- 
onably performed  in  thirty  days  ?  Who  can  bear  a  journey 
of  fifty  miles  per  day  for  thirty  days  together." 

Mr.  Hay  followed  in  an  elaborate  speech.  To  him,  as  to 
Mr.  Wirt,  the  counsel  for  the  defense,  replied,  and  Colonel 
Burr  concluded  the  debate  in  a  ten  minutes'  speech.  He  de- 
clared himself^  not  only  willing,  but  anxious  to  proceed  —  but 
not  to  proceed  in  the  way  proposed.  On  a  motion  for  com- 
mitment, ex  parte  evidence  alone  would  be  introduced,  and  he 
would  not  submit  to  go  on  at  such  disadvantage,  when  the  re- 
sult involved  such  consequences  to  himself.  '^  My  counsel," 
ftaid  he,  "  have  been  charged  with  declamation  against  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  I  certainly,  sn*,  sljall  not  bo 
charged  with  declamation ;  but  surely  it  is  an  established  prin- 
ciple, that  no  government  is  so  high  as  to  be  beyond  tho 
reach  of  criticism;  and  it  is  particularly  laid  down,  that  this 
vigilance  is  more  peculiarly  necessary,  when  any  government 
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institutes  a  ])rosccntion  ;  and  one  reason  is,  on  account  of  the 
v:ist  dispr()]K)rti()n  of  means  which  exists  between  it  and  the 
accused.  But,  if  ever  there  was  a  case  which  justified  thia 
vii;ilance,  it  is  certainly  the  present  one,  when  the  |a:overnment 
has  (lis[>laye(l  sueli  uncominon  activity.  If,  then,  this  govern- 
ment has  hiHMi  so  pecuharly  active  against  me,  it  is  not  im- 
pri)|)(M'  to  ni:iko  the  assertion  here,  for  the  purpose  of  increas- 
in«^  the  cireunispoction  of  the  court." 

He  ()hs(M-v(.M],  iliat  he  meant  by  persecution,  the  harassing 
of  any  individual,  contrary  to  the  forms  of  law;  and  that  his^ 
case,  untortunately.  ])resented  too  many  instances  of  this  de- 
8erij)lion.  His  friends  had  been  everywhere  seized  by  the  mil- 
itary authority  ;  a  practice  truly  consonant  with  Kuropean 
despotism.  IVrsf>ns  had  been  drasjijed  by  compulsory  process 
belorc  ]»articul;ri'  tribunals,  and  comi>elled  to  give  testimony 
aizainst  him.  His  papers,  too,  had  been  seized.  And  yet,  in 
Kuirlaml,  where  we  say  they  know  nothin<^  of  liberty,  a  gen- 
tleman who  ha<l  been  seized  and  detained  two  hours  in  a  back 
])ar!<»r,  had  obtaiiK-d  <lamaLrt'S  in  the  amount  <d'  one  thousand 
jxuincas.  Ht*  said  thai  an  order  had  been  issued  to  kill  hiiu, 
as  lie  was  dcsicndini^  tin*  ]Mississij»j»i,  and  seize  his  j>r4>[»eny. 
And  vet,  tluv  could  onlv  have  killed  his  person  if  he  hail 
been  lormally  (londemned  for  trea>c)n.  Kven  post- olhei-s  had 
been  broken  open,  and  robbed  of  his  j>a[»ers,  in  the  Missis- 
^*ippi  Territory  ;  <»ven  an  indictment  was  about  to  be  laid 
aucain^it  the  postmaster.  He  had  always  taken  this  f»>r  a  feli)ny ; 
but  notl^nej;  seeme«l  too  extravaLTant  to  be  l))ri;iven  bv  the 
amiable  molality  of  tliis  irovermnent.  "All  this,"  saiil  C.'nl«»- 
nel  I>urr,  '*  may  only  prove  thai  my  ease  is  a  solitary  exce|»- 
tion  tiom  the  u^eneral  ruK- ;  that  i^overnnient  may  be  tender 
mild,  and  humane,  to  i-vrry  one  but  me.  If  so,  to  be  sure  it 
is  of  little  eonseiiuene(»  to  anv  IxhIv  but  mvself.  Hut  surelv  I 
may  be  e.\cuse«l  if  1  complain  a  little  of  such  proceed  inns." 
There  seemed  to  be  somulhiiiLC  mingled  in  those  proceeilinirs 
which  ]nanifesie4l  a  more  than  usual  inclination  to  attain  the 
ends  of  justice. 

"<)ur  President  is  a  lawyer,  and  a  great  one  too.     He  cer- 
tainly ought  to  know  what  it  is  that  constitutes  a  war.     Six 


—  --^ 


THS    INDICTMBNT.  469 

monthA  ago  he  proclaimed  that  there  was  a  civil  war.  And 
yet,  for  six  months  have  they  been  hunting  for  it,  and  still 
can  not  find  one  spot  where  it  existed.  Tliere  was,  to  be  sure, 
a  most  terrible  >var  in  the  newspapers ;  but  no  where  else. 
When  I  appeared  before  the  grand  jury,  in  Kentucky,  they 
iiad  no  charge  to  bring  against  me,  and  I  was  consequently 
dismissed.  When  I  appeared  for  a  second  time,  before  a 
grand  jury  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  there  was  nothing  to 
appear  against  me ;  and  the  judge  even  told  the  United  States 
Attorney,  that  if  he  did  not  send  up  his  bill  before  the  grand 
jury,  he  himself  would  proceed  to  name  as  many  of  the  wit- 
nesses as  he  could,  and  bring  it  before  the  court.  Still  there 
was  no  proof  of  war.  At  length,  however,  the  Spaniards  in- 
vaded our  territory,  and  yet,  there  was  no  war.  But,  sir,  if 
there  was  a  war,  certainly  no  man  can  pretend  to  say  that  the 
government  is  able  to  find  it  out.  The  scene  to  which  they 
have  now  hunted  it,  is  only  three  hundred  miles  distant,  and 
still  there  is  no  evidence  to  prove  this  war." 

He  concluded  by   reminding  the  judge,  that  if  he  should 

then  be  conmiitted  to  prison,  he  would  be  obliged  by  law  to 

remain  there  until  the  next  term  of  the  court,  which  would 

involve  a  delay  of  six  months.     The  argument  then  rested, 

^nd  the  court  adjourned  for  the  day. 

Fourth  Day.  —  The  Chief  Justice  decided,  with  avowed  re- 
luctance, that  "  if  it  was  the  choice  of  the  prosecuting  attor- 
ney to  proceed  with  the  motion"  he  might  open  his  testimony  ; 
but  "  the  court  perceives  and  regrets  that  the  result  of  this 
motion  may  be  publications  unfavorable  to  the  justice  and  to 
the  right  decision  of  the  case."  Mr.  Hay  then  said  that  he  was 
struck  with  the  observation  of  the  court  respecting  "  publica- 
tions," and  he  was  willing  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the 
counselor  for  the  defense  with  a  view  to  jxvoid  that  "  inconve- 
nience ;"  that  is  to  say,  if  they  would  consent  to  an  amount 
of  bail  sufficiently  large  to  insure  the  prisoner's  appearance, 
he  would  forbear  to  avail  himself  of  the  decision  just  rendered. 
Colonel  Burr's  counsel  demanding  time  for  rellection,  the 
court  adjourned. 

Fifth  Day.  —  Mr.  Ilay  said  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
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tho  oonnsol  for  llio  dofonse,  positively  refusing  to  give  aclrtitioiul 
bail.  lh»  (liMMiu'd  it  his  duty,  therefore,  to  go  on  with  the  ex- 
aniiiiatinii  of  wituosses,  for  tho  pui-pose  of  securing  the  com- 
mit rncnl  of  Colonel  Burr  on  the  charge  of  treason. 

Now  arose,  as  might  have  been  foreseen,  the  vital  question, 
\chat  vv'uleni'c  trus  admissible  f 

A  liol<l-(hiy  of  argument  ensued,  in  the  course  of  whicli  Mr. 
Kotts,  in  a  manner  plain  tothe  comprehension  of  non-legal  au- 
ditors, stalnl  llielaw  of  the  United  States  respecting  the  crime 
of  higli  trcasJMi.  First,  he  said;  it  must  be  proved  that  there 
M'as  an  actual  war;  a  war  consisting  of /it*^*,  not  of  intentions. 
"•  In  Knijland,"  said  Mr.  Botts,  "  where  conspiring  the  death 
of  the  king  was  treason,  the  quo  aniuio  formed  the  essence  of 
tlu*  ollVns*' ;  but  in  America  tho  national  convention  has  con- 
lined  tn*asnn  to  tho  act.  We  can  not  have  a  constructive  war 
within  tlio  meaning  of  tho  Constitution.  An  intention  to  levy 
war,  is  ni>t  evidonre  that  a  war  was  levied.  Intentions  an* 
always  mutable  and  variable;  the  oor.tiimance  of  guilty  inten- 
tions is  not  to  be  j»resnnuMl/'  Seeondly,  tin*  war  niu>t  imi 
only  have  been  levied,  but  the  ]uisoner  must  be  provrd  tn 
have  eoiiunitted  an  overt  (open,  not  rortrt)  act  of  treasim  ia 
that  war.  '•  A  tr<asonable  intention  to  cooperate  is  no  ovi- 
ibnee  (»f  an  ai-tiial  eov')])eration.  The  act  of  others,  even  il. 
in  j»nrsnan<-e  ot'  bis  plan,  would  be  no  eviilonco  against  him. 
It  ?uiLrht  not  be  nee(»s>ary  that  lie  should  be  present,  ])erhnp<; 
he  nni>t  be,  at  \\\o.  time  of  levyinj^  tho  war,  ooOpiTatinir  by 
art<.  or.  in  tlu'  lanjiuaLT*'  <»l'  the  Constitution,  bo  commitiiiiL' 
c»\«Mt  arts.''  Tliirtllv,  the  overt  act  bv  tho  accu>o»l,  in  an  a*'- 
tu.il  war,  must  ln»  ])rov<Ml  to  have  been  committed  within  l\w 
•  li^irict  in  whieh  lli«'  trial  takes  plaeo.  Fourtldy,  tho  overt 
;ict  must  be  ju-ovcil  ]»y  two  witnesses. 

The  court  sustaijied  this  view  of  the  crime  of  treason,  anil 
ri'lusril  to  hear  evidence  ot'  treas«>nablo  intention,  until  it  wa* 
tirst  |)n»ve«l  that  an  tn'a'f  r/<7  of  treason  had  been  committed. 
Just  as  in  a  case  of  munler,  the  fact  of  the  killiinj  must  ho 
shown  be  Tore  other  evidence  has  anv  relovanev.  That  tiie 
counsel  for  the  pro<ecuiiou  were  mortified  and  perj»lexod  by 
this  decision,  they  took  no  pains  to  conceal.    They  appeared  lo 
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have  drawn  up  their  list  of  witnesses  in  the  historical  ot-der ; 
intending,  first,  to  show  the  state  of  the  prisoner's  mind  when 
the  alleged  treason  was  conceived,  and  then  to  narrate  its  pro- 
gressive development  in  the  order  in  which  the  events  were 
supposed  to  have  occurred.  The  decision,  besides  excluding 
all  their  choicest  morsels  of  evidence,  disarranged  this  com- 
modious scheme. 

Two  of  Blennerhassett's  servants  were  examined  respecting 
the  events  that  took  place  on  the  island  ;  an  aflidavit  from 
New  Orleans  was  offered  as  evidence,  but  rejected  ;  and  then, 
without  having  made  the  slightest  progress,  the  court  ad- 
journed. 

Sixth  Day, —  Luther  Martin  appeared,  and  took  his  place 
among  Colonel  Burr's  counsel.  The  prosecuting  attorney  be- 
ing convinced,  to-day,  of  the  futility  of  his  efforts  to  commit 
the  prisoner  at  the  present  stage  of  the  case,  and  the  Chief 
Justice  having  expressed  a  strong  desire  that  "  the  personal 
ap[»earance  of  Colonel  Burr  could  be  secured  without  the 
necessity  of  proceeding  with  this  inquiry,"  Colonel  Burr 
agreed  to  give  bail,  "provided  it  should  be  understood  thnt 
no  opinion,  on  the  question  even  of  probable  cause,  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  court  by  the  circumstance  of  his  i!:iving  bail." 
This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bail  was  doubled.  One  of  the 
new  sureties  was  Luther  Martin,  who  declared  in  open  court 
that  he  was  happy  to  have  this  opportunity  to  give  a  publie. 
proof  of  his  contidence  in  the  honor  of  Colonel  Burr,  and  of 
his  conviction  that  he  was  innocent. 

Days  pa.s8ed,  and  still  there  were  no  tidings  of  the  poiily 
Wilkinson.  Here  were  nine  of  the  ablest  hiwvers  of  the 
country,  however,  and  the  eyes  of  an  excited  nation  were 
fixed  upon  them.  Need  it  be  said  that  there  were  motion 
enough,  and  talk  interminable!  There  was  talk  desultory 
talk  animated,  talk  violent,  talk  to  the  purpose,  and  talk  di- 
gressive. Martin  roared  against  the  administration,  like  the 
** Federal  bull-dog"  that  he  was;  and  Wirt  retorted  in  pol- 
ished and  glowing  declamation.  Wickham,  Botts,  and  Ran- 
dolph went,  by  turns,  into  the  arena,  and  won  tne  applause 
of  the  bar  and  the  crowd.     One  of  the  long(»st  arguments  was 
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Upon  a  motion  made  by  Burr,  that  the  court  issue  a  aubpana 
dunes  ftcion  to  the  President,  requiring  him  to  furnish  cer- 
tain papers  to  the  counsel  for  the  defense,  namely,  Wilkinson^s 
letter  to  the  1^'esident,  dated  October  2l8t,  and  the  orders 
issued  by  the  pjoverament  to  the  army  and  navy  during  the 
Inte  exeitenient.  These  papers  (copies,  of  course)  had  been 
a|)plied  for  by  Colonel  Burr  himself  during  a  recent  visit  to 
Washington.  Tlicy  were  refused.  His  counsel  h:id  cdnce  ap- 
pHed,  but  they  had  not  been  obtained. 

The  letter  applied  for  was  the  one  in  which  Wilkinson  said 
he  did  not  know  who  the  prime  mover  of  the  conspiracy  was, 
and  the  orders  to  the  army  and  navy  were  such  aa»  in  the 
counsels^  opinion,  would  have  juMtfied  resistance  on  the  part 
of  Colonel  Burr  and  his  companions. 

"We  intended  to  show,"  said  Luther  Il^Iartin,  *'in  one  of 
his  vehement  harangues,  "  that  these  orders  were  contrary 
to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  and  that  they  entitled  Colonel 
Jiurr  to  the  vvj^hi  of  resistance.  We  intended  to  show  that 
by  tliis  ])artieular  order  his  property  and  his  person  were  to 
be  destroyed ;  yes,  by  these  tyrannical  orders  the  lite  and 
juoperty  of  an  iinioiH'Ut  man  were  to  be  exposed  to  destruc 
tion.  We  did  not  expect  the  originals  themselvc^s.  But  wa 
<li<l  ai»i>ly  tor  copies;  and  were  refused  under  presidential  in- 
ilueuee.  In  New  York,  on  the  farcical  trials  of  Ogden  ami 
Suiilh,  llie  orticers  of  the  government  screened  themsflves 
from  atteuilimr,  under  the  sanction  of  the  President's  name. 
]\Mli.ips  the  same  farce  may  be  rejjeated  here;  and  it  is  for 
tills  reason  that  we  aj»ply  directly  to  the  President  of  the 
Unitr<l  States.  Whether  it  would  have  been  best  to  have  a|>- 
jilied  to  the  Secretaries  of  State,  of  the  Navy  and  War,  I  c:uj 
not  say.  All  that  we  want  is,  the  copies  of  some  papers,  ami 
the  original  of  another.  This  is  a  peculiar  case,  sir.  The 
] 'resident  has  underatken  to  prejudge  my  client  by  declaring;, 
that  'of  his  guilt  there  can  be  no  doubt.'  Ho  has  assumed 
to  himself  the  knowledge  of  the  Supreme  Being  himself,  an*l 
pr»'lrndfd  to  search  the  heart  of  my  highly  respected  friend. 
]le  has  proclaimed  him  a  traitor  in  the  face  of  that  c^'Untry 
wiiicli  has  rewarded  him.    Ilt^  has  let  slip  the  dogs  of  war,  the 
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hell-honnds  of  persecution,  to  hunt  down  my  friend.  And 
M-ould  thia  President  of  the  United  States,  who  has  raised  all 
this  absurd  clamor,  pretend  to  keep  back  the  papers  which  are 
wanted  for  this  trial,  where  life  itself  is  at  stake  ?  It  is  a 
sacred  principle,  that  in  all  such  cases,  the  accused  has  a  right 
to  all  the  evidence  whicli  is  necessary  for  his  defense.  And 
whoever  withholds,  williully,  information  that  would  save  the 
life  of  a  person  charged  with  a  capital  offense,  is  substantially 
a  murderer,  and  so  recorded  in  the  register  of  heaven." 

To  which  Mr.  Wirt  rephed :  "I  beg  to  know  what  gentle- 
men can  intend,  expect,  or  hope,  from  these  perpetual  philiiv 
pics  against  the  government?  Do  they  flutter  themselves 
that  this  court  feels  political  prejudices  which  will  supply  the 
place  of  argument  and  innocence  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  ? 
Their  conduct  amounts  to  an  insinuation  of  the  sort-  But  I 
do  not  believe  it.  On  the  contrary,  I  feel  the  firm  and  pleas- 
ing assurance,  that  as  to  the  court,  the  beam  of  their  judg- 
ment will  remain  steady,  although  the  earth  itself  should  shako 
nnder  the  concussion  of  prejudice.  Or  is  it  on  the  by-standers 
that  the  gentlemen  expect  to  make  a  favorable  impression  ? 
And  do  they  use  the  court  merely  as  a  canal,  through  which 
they  may  pour  upon  the  world  their  undeserved  invectives 
against  the  government  ?  Do  they  wish  to  divide  the  popular 
resentment  and  diminish  thereby  their  own  quota  ?  Before 
the  gentlemen  arraign  the  administration,  let  them  clear  the 
skirts  of  their  client-  Let  them  prove  his  innocence;  let  them 
prove  that  he  has  not  covered  himself  with  the  clouds  of  mys- 
tery and  just  suspicion ;  let  them  prove  that  he  has  been  all 
along  erect  and  fair,  in  open  day,  and  that  these  charges  ag.'iinst 
]nm  are  totally  groundless  and  false.  That  will  be  the  most 
eloquent  invective  which  they  can  pronounce  against  the  proa- 
ecation  ;  but  until  they  prove  this  innocence,  it  shall  be  in  vain 
that  they  attempt  to  divert  our  minds  to  other  objects,  and 
other  inquiries.  We  will  keep  our  eyes  on  Aaron  Burr  until 
he  satisfies  our  utmost  scruple.  I  beg  to  know,  sir,  if  the 
course  which  gentlemen  pursue  is  not  disrespectful  to  the 
coart  itself?  Suppose  there  are  any  foreigners  here  accus- 
tomed to  regular  government  in  their  own  country,  what  can 
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they  infor  from  hearing  the  federal  administration  thus  rc» 
vil(?d  to  tho  tbdoral  judiciary?  Hearing  the  judiciary  told 
that  tho  jnhniiiistnition  are  ^^ blood  hounds^  liunting  this  man 
with  a  ki'LMi  and  savage  thii-st  lor  blood  ;  that  they  now  sup- 
pose they  have  hunted  him  into  their  ti>ilrt,  and  have  bim  Kite.' 
Sir,  no  man,  foreigner  or  citizen,  who  hears  this  language  ad- 
Y  dressetl  to  the  court,  and  received  with  all  the  complacency  at 
'  ;  least  which  silence  can  imply,  can  make  any  inferences  from  it 
very  honorable  to  the  court.  It  would  only  be  inierred,  while 
they  are  thus  suti^red  to  roll  and  luxuriate  in  tliesi»  gross  in- 
vectives airainst  the  adniinistration,  that  they  are  furni>hing 
the  joys  of  a  Mohammedan  ]>aradise  to  the  court  a^  well  as  to 
tln'ir  client.  I  h()[>e  that  the  court,  for  their  own  sakes,  will 
coiiii»el  a  <lcccnt  rej«pect  to  that  government  of  which  they 
themselves  form  a  branch.  On  our  part,  we  wish  only  a  foir 
trial  of  this  case.  If  the  man  be  innocent,  in  the  name  of 
(lod  let  him  :;«>;  but  while  we  are  on  the  question  of  bis  guilt 
or  ijinocencc,  let  us  not  sutVer  our  atteulion  and  iud<;rnent  to 
be  iliverted  and  distract e<l  bv  the  intn)duclion  of  other  sul»- 
jeels  fnreiLTn  to  tiie  inquiry.'' 

After  some  davs  of  <lebale,  tht^  Chief  .lust ice  irave  a  verv 
elaborate  opinion  on  the  point,  and  decidcil  that  tlit^  fttdt^KC/fi 
(/it, 'IS  tvtUin  niiLTJit  issue. 

If  the  obi<»ei,  of  this  motion  was  to  annov  the  President,  it 
certainly  acconjpjished  its  purpose  com])letely.  ^Ir.  JetVerson 
was  (ii^i^usied  with  the  inoti«>n,  ilisgusti-d  with  the  <lebatt\  aiiii 
di*:i:usteil  with  the  ileeisinn.  ^' Shall  we  m(>\e,"  he  wrote  to 
All'.  Hay,  'Mo  (M»nnnit  Lntlier  Martin  nn  /ntrttW^nt  rrhnitil* 
with  Ibirr?  (tray ball  will  tix  u}»ou  him  misj>rision  of  tre:is<iii 
at  least,  and,  at  any  rati',  \\\<  evidence  will  put  down  this  uii- 
]>rineipled  and  ini|)n<lent  Federal  bnll-dog,  and  ad<l  anotluT 
proof  that  the  mostclaniomns  defen<lers  ol'  IJurr  are  all  lii-^ 
a<'cornpiices.  It  will  explain  why  Luther  Martin  tlew  m> 
lia^lilv  to  tlu'^aid  of  his  honorable  friend,'  abantlonin:!  his 
clients  and  tinir  jimperty  diirinu:  a  session  of  a  principal  OL>urt 
of  M:ir\lan<],  now  lille>l,  as  I  am  told,  with  the  clamors  and 
ruin  of  his  clients.'" 

The  Chief  Justice's  opinion  was  not  less  oilensivc  to  the 
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President  than  Martin's  philippics.  He  descanted,  at  length, 
upon  a  passage  which  intimated  that  even  the  bodily  presence 
of  the  President  might  be  compelled  by  the  court.  He 
emphatically  denied  this.  "The  Conalitution,"  wrote  the 
President, "  enjoins  the  President's  constant  agency  in  the  con- 
cerns of  six  millions  of  people.  Is  the  law  paramount  to  this 
vhich  calls  on  him  on  behalf  of  a  single  one  ?  Let  us  apply 
the  judge's  own  doctrine  to  the  case  of  himself  and  his  breth- 
ren. The  sheriff  of  Henrico  (Judge  Marshall's  residence)  sum- 
mons him  from  the  bench  to  quell  a  riot  somewhere  in  his 
county.  The  federal  judge  is,  by  the  general  law,  a  part  of 
the  posse  of  the  State  sheriff.  Would  the  judge  abandon 
major  duties  to  perform  lesser  ones  ?.  *  *  *  The  leading  Ar' 
principle  of  our  Constitution  is  the  independence  of  the  legis- 
latnre,  executive,  and  judiciary  of  each  Jother,  and  none  are 
more  jealous  of  this  than  the  judiciary.  tBut  would  the  exec- 
utive be  independent  of  the  judiciary,  if  he  were  subject  to 
the  commands  of  the  latter,  and  to  imprisonment  for  diso- 
bedience, if  the  several  courts  could  bandy  him  from  pillar  to 
post,  keep  him  constantly  trudging  from  north  to  south,  and 
east  to  west,  and  withdraw  him  entirely  from  his  constitutional 
duties  ?  *  *  *  The  judge  says,  '  it  is  appurent  that  the 
President's  duties  as  chief  magistrate  do  not  demand  his  whole 
time,  and  are  not  unremitting.'  If  he  alludes  to  our  annual 
retirement  from  the  seat  of  goverment,  during  the  sickly 
season,  he  should  be  told  that  such  arrangements  are  made 
for  carrying  on  the  public  business  that  it  goes  on  as  unremit- 
tingly there  as  if  we  were  at  the  seat  of  government.  I  pass 
more  hours  in  public  business  at  Monticello  than  I  do  here 
every  day  and  it  is  much  more  laborious,  because  all  must  bo 
done  in  writing." 

These  passages  show  the  more  than  official  interest  that  Mr.. 
Jefferson  took  in  the  events  that  were  transpiring  at  liich;.^ 
mond.     They  show  who  was  the  real  prosecutor  of  the  prison- 
er, and  who  inspired  the  eloquence  and  zeal  of  those  who  were 
delegated  to  conduct  the  cause. 

At  length  on  the  15th  of  June,  twenty-four  days  after  the 
opening  of  the  court,  General  Wilkinson,  who  had  arrived  on 
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the  13tli,  exhausted  \nth  the  fatigue  of  his  journey,  appeared 
ill  court.  Mis  bearino:,  it  wa^  said  at  the  time,  was  serene  and 
c'(nninaTuliii«j:,  wliile  the  countenance  of  the  prisoner  wore  an 
expression  of  irielfuble  contempt.  Business  now  proceeded 
>v ith  more  celeiitv.  Witnesses  were  sworn  and  sent  to  the 
trrand  jury  in  scjores.  Prodigious  efforts  were  matle  by  CoU 
onel  Btirr  and  his  counsel  to  exclude  and  vitiate  the  testi- 
luony  of  General  Wilkinson.  But,  on  the  24th  of  June,  while 
]\Ir.  Botts  was  in  the  very  act  of  urging  tlie  attachment  of 
Wilkinson  for  pioeuring  evidence  by  means  violent,  unlawful, 
and  eorruplinir,  the  coming  of  the  grand  jury  was  announced, 
bearinjr  tlie  result  of  their  in vesti "rations.  With  their  dislin- 
^uishcd  I'oreiuan  at  the  head  of  the  procession,  they  marched 
into  thi.'  ('i)urt-room  and  took  their  places,  amid  the  hushed  and 
intens<>  e.\j)ectation  of  a  crowded  auditory.  The  grand  jury, 
Mr.  Kaihlolph  said,  had  agreed  upon  several  indictments, 
wliifh  he  handed  to  the  clerk  of  the  court.  The  clerk  took 
ihiin,  and  read  aloud  the  endorsements  upon  them,  which 
were  as  follows: 

*' Am  indictnunt  niininst  Aaron  Burr  for  treason;"  "an  in- 
diitnicnt  aic'iinst.  Aaron  Burr  lor  a  misdemeanor;*'  **an  indict- 
iiuMit  :i;;:iiiisl  Ilcrniau  l>lennerli:issctt  tor  treason  ;"'  "an  indict- 
inenl  niiainstilernian  Blcnnerliassi'tt  for  misdemeanor.'' 

The  eves  of  the  au«lit(»rs  soutjlit  involuntarilv  tlic  counlo 
uMiKM' of  the  ]uisoin'r.  It  was  utterly  unmoved  ;  his  manner 
tlilltred  in  no  <le<;re('  whatever  from  that  wliich  lu»  had  exhih- 
ilcd  at  every  s\:i\rv  of  the  trial.  A  ]{iehmond  n'*wspaper  of 
the  folii>win«_r  <lav,  ht)Wever,  anuouiured  to  a  eountrv  hunirrv 
f  >r  exeiiini^  iiilelliL^ince,  that  when  tlu^  clerk  road  the  iii'st  en- 
di>rseinrnl,  the  pristMier  was  thrown  into  a  state  of  indescril*- 
alile  e<»iistern:ition  and  disuiav. 

The  ijjrainl  jury  retired.  ]\Ir.  Botts  concluded  liis  speech. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  show  that  the  prisoner  might  still  Iw 
hehl  oji  liail  ;  but  after  d<'bat<',  the  Chief  Justice  decided  that 
he  was  **  uM4ler  the  neees<itv  ot' committiiiur  C%»lonel  Ijurr.*' 
Late  in  theafierno<Mi,  throii-Lrlj  a  concourse  of  hundreds  of  spect- 
ators who  looked  <iu  in  silence,  (^»lonel  Burr  was  conducted 
by  the  marshal  of  the  district  to  the  city  jail  of  Richmond. 
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His  first  thought  on  being  conducted  to  his  apartment  in  the 
piison  was  to  allay  the  apprehensions  which,  he  well  knew, 
the  news  of  his  imprisonment  would  excite  in  the  mind  of  his 
daughter.  He  wrote  her  a  letter,  showing  the  absurdity  and 
groundlessness  of  the  indictments  for  treason.  He  said,  they 
were  founded  on  the  allegations,  that  "  Colonel  Tyler,  with 
twenty  or  thirty  men,  stopped  at  Blennerhassett's  Island  on 
their  way  down  the  Ohio ;  that  though  these  men  were  not 
armed,  and  had  no  military  array  or  organization,  and  though 
they  did  neither  use  force  nor  threaten  it,  yet  having  set  out 
with  a  view  of  taking  temporary  ])ossession  of  New  Orleans  on 
their  way  to  Mexico,  that  such  intent  was  treasonable,  and 
therefore  a  war  was  levied  on  Blcinierhassctt's  Island  by  co7i- 
strtictioii ;  and  that,  though  Colonel  Burr  was  then  at  Frank- 
fort on  his  way  to  Tennessee,  yet,  having  advised  the  measure, 
be  was,  by  construction  of  law,  present  at  the  island,  and  levied 
war  there."  He  declared,  that  of  the  Htly  witnesses  who  had 
been  examined  by  the  grand  jury,  thirty  had  perjiu'ed  them- 
selves. "  I  beg  and  expect  it  of  you,"  he  said  in  conclusion, 
"  that  you  will  conduct  yourelf  as  becomes  my  daughter,  and 
that  you  manifest  no  signs  of  weakness  or  alarm." 

On  the  following  day,  the  grand  jury  indicted  ex-senators 
Dayton  and  Smith,  Comfort  Tyler,  Israel  Smith,  and  Davis 
Floyd  for  the  same  offenses.  Hour  after  hour,  the  lawyers 
talked  their  best,  and  occasionally,  their  loudest,  upon  the 
motion  to  attach  General  Wilkinson  for  contempt.  In  vain. 
^The  next  day,  on  the  opening  of  the  court,  the  counsel  of 
the  prisoner  presented  a  paper  to  the  judges,  stating  that  the 
city  jail,  where  their  client  was  confined,  was  unhealthy  and 
inconvenient,  and  was  so  constructed  that  he  could  not  have  a 
room  to  himself,  which  rendered  it  almost  impossible  for  his 
counsel  to  consult  with  him.  They  therefore  prayed  that  bet- 
ter quarters  might  be  provided.  The  Governor  of  the  State, 
nnder  the  advice  of  his  counsel,  having  offered  apartments  in 
the  penitentiary  near  Richmond,  the  Chief  Justice  ordered  tho 
prisoner's  removal  thither.  This  proceeding  seems  to  have 
filled  up  the  measure  of  Jefferson's  disgust.  ^^  Before  an.  im- 
partial jury,'*  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Uay,  "  Burr's  conduct  would 
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convict  hiiTiself,  were  not  one  word  of  testimony  to  be  offered 
ugainst  Iiiin.  But  to  what  a  state  will  our  law  be  reduced  by 
party  il'diiigs  in  those  who  administer  it  ?  Why  do  not  Blen- 
ncrhassett,  Dayton,  and  the  rest-,  demand  private  and  coio- 
iorlable  iudgin«^s  ?  In  a  country  wliere  an  equal  application 
of  law  to  every  condition  of  man  is  fundamental,  how  could  it 
be  denied  to  them  ?  How  can  it  ever  be  denied  to  the  most 
degraded  male  factor  ?" 

On  tl.e  L'Uh  of  June,  the  court,  having:  been  occupied  for 
nearly  two  months  in  getting  the  prisonera  simply  indicti*d, 
VLsted  from  its  labors,  and  adjourned  to  meet  again  on  the  3d 
of  August.  The  i>roceedings  thus  far  were  immediately  pub- 
lishc<l  in  a  thick,  three-shilling  pamjihlet,  which  8ecni.s,  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  newspapers  of  that  day,  to  have  confirmed 
the  eountry  in  its  impressions  of  the  prisoner*s  guilt. 

For  example  —  at  a  Fourth-of-Juiy  celebration  in  Cecil 
count V,  Marvland,  the  following  were  among  the  toasts: 

ft  ft  '  C^  CT 

*'Tiie  i^nmd  jurors  lately  impaneled  at  Richmond  to  in- 
diet  the  trailors  of  their  country.  May  their  zeal  and  patri(»t- 
isui  in  the  cause  of  liberty  secure  them  a  crown  of  immortal 
^lory,  .'ukI  the  fruits  of  their  labor  be  a  death-wound  to  all 
tonspirators. 

'*  Luther  Martin,  the  ex-attorncy-general  of  Maryland,  the 
mutual  and  hiirhlv   resi)ected  friend  of  a  convicted    tniitor. 

ft  k 

May  his  exertions  to  preserve  the  Catiline  of  America  procure 
him  an  honorable  coat  of  tar,  and  a  ])lumage  of  feathers  thai 
will  rival  in  tinerv  all  the  mummeries  of  Egypt. 

'*  Aaron  Ihirr,  the  man  who  once  received  the  contidence  of 
a  free  j)eophf.  May  his  treachery  to  his  country  exalt  him  lo 
the  seatfold,  and  hemp  be  his  escort  to  the  republic  oC  thist 
and  aslu's." 

'\\t  these?  elegant  elVusions  of  j»atriotic  hilarity,  Luther 
Martin  replied  with  a  spirit  and  audacity  never  employotl  hy 
])ublic  men  of  the  [iresent  day  in  addressing  the  sovereign 
IVople.  '*  Who  is  this  gentleman,"  said  he,  '*  whose  guilt  you 
have  ju'onounced,  and  for  whoso  blood  your  parehed  throat < 
80  thirst?  Was  he  in»t,  a  tew  years  past,  adored  by  you  next 
to  your  (yod?     1  mean  your  earthly  god;  for  whether  you 
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believe  in  a  deity  who  has  any  government  over  your  '  repub- 
lic of  dust  and  ashes,'  I  know  not.  Were  you  not,  tlien,  his 
warmest  admirers  ?  Did  he  not  then  possess  every  virtue  ? 
Had  he  then  one  sin  —  even  a  single  weakness  of  human  na- 
ture ?  He  was  then  in  power.  He  had  then  influence.  You 
would  then  have  been  proud  of  his  notice.  One  smile  from 
him  would  have  brightened  up  all  your  faces.  One  frown 
from  him  would  have  lengthened  all  your  visages ! 

"Go,  ye  holiday,  ye  sunshine  friends  —  ye  time-servers  — 
ye  criei-s  of  hosannah  to-day  and  crucifiers  to-morrow  —  go, 
hide  your  heads,  if  possible,  from  the  contempt  and  detesta- 
tion of  every  virtuous,  every  honorable  hihabitant  of  every 
clime !" 

In  Richmond  itself,  however.  Colonel  Burr  had  found  fnends 
enough.  From  the  day  of  his  arrival,  he  had  been  growing  in 
the  esteem  and  good-will  of  those  who  attended  the  court  and 
Raw  his  uniform  urbanity  and  good  humor.  His  situation  in 
the  penitentiary  was  extremely  agreeable.  He  had  a  suite  of 
three  rooms  in  the  third  story,  extending  one  hundred  feet, 
where  he  was  allowed  to  see  his  friends  without  the  presence 
of  a  ^('itness.  His  rooms  were  so  thronged  with  visitoi^s,  at 
times,  as  to  present  the  appearance  of  a  levee.  Servants  were 
continually  arriving  "  with  niessjiges,  notes,  and  inquiries, 
bringing  oranges,  lemons,  pineapples,  raspberries,  apricots, 
cream,  butter,  ice,"  and  other  articles  —  presents  from  the 
ladies  of  the  city.  In  expectation  of  his  daughter's  arrival, 
Bome  of  his  friends  in  the  town  provided  a  house  for  her  ac- 
commodation. The  jailor,  too,  was  all  civility.  Colonel  Burr 
often  laughed  at  the  recollection  of  a  convei-sation  that  took 
place  between  himself  and  the  jailor  on  the  evening  of  his 
arrival. 

"  I  hope,  sir,"  said  the  jailor,  "  that  it  would  not  be  dis- 
agreeable to  you  if  I  should  lock  this  door  afler  dark  ?" 

"  By  no  means,"  replied  the  prisoner ;  "  I  should  prefer  it, 
to  keep  out  intruders." 

"  It  is  our  custom,  sir,"  continued  the  jailor,  "  to  extinguish 
all  lights  at  nine  o'clock.  I  hope,  sir,  you  will  have  no  objec- 
tion to  conform  to  that." 
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"Tliat,  sir/'  said  Burr,  "I  am  fiorry  to  say,  is  impossible, 
i'or   I   never   go   to   bed  till   twelve,  and  always  bum  two 

candlrs/' 

*^  Very  well,  sir,  just  as  you  please,"  replied  the  jailor.  "I 
should  liave  been  glad  if  it  had  been  otherwise  ;  but,  as  you 
])h»ase,  sir/' 

Toward  the  close  of  July,  he  received  notice  of  Theodosia^s 
approach.  ''  lienieniber,"  he  wrote  to  her,  "  no  agitations,  no 
conij)laints,  no  fears  or  anxieties  on  the  road,  or  I  renounce 
thee."  And  airain :  ••'  I  want  an  independent  and  discerning 
witness  to  my  conduct  and  to  that  of  the  government.  The 
scones  which  have  passed  and  those  about  to  be  transacted 
will  cxcoecl  all  reasonable  credibility,  and  will  hereafter  be 
<leenied  fihles,  unless  attested  by  very  high  authority.  I  re- 
])eat,  what  has  lioretofore  been  written,  that  I  should  never 
invite  any  one,  much  less  those  so  dear  to  me,  to  witness  my 
disirrnoe.  I  mav  be  immured  in  dun^jceons,  chained,  murdered 
in  lei^al  I'oini,  but  I  can  not  be  humiliated  or  dissxraced.  If 
ai)sent,  vou  will  suiVer  ijfreat  solicitude.  In  mv  presenee  vou 
will  feel  none,  whatever  maybe  xUq /fia/i'*e  or  the //o/r^  r  of 
mv  enemies,  and  in  iioth  thev  abound."  And  ai^ain  :  "1  am 
inrurmed  that  some  «jrood-natured  j)eople  here  have  provided 
you  a  house,  and  t*urni>he(l  it,:i  few  steps  from  my  toxcfi-fnnn**'. 
I  had  also  maile  a  temporary  ])r()vision  for  you  in  my  lown- 
housc!  (city  jail),  whither  I  shall  remove  on  Sun<lay  ;  but  1 
Mill  not,  if  I  can  jjossibly  avoid  it,  move  before  your  arrival, 
liavinuj  a  great  doire  to  rarirc  ifou  nil  in  this  uutnsi^jn  (the 
penitentiary),  i'ray,  therefore',  drive  directly  out  here.  Yoii 
mav  iiet  admission  at  anv  time  from  four  in  the  uiornini;  till 
ten  at  ni^ht.  Write  me  bv  the  mail  iVoni  Petersburix,  that  1 
may  know  of  your  ajjproaeh." 

I- jM»n  th<»  letter  last  (ju»>ted  was  written  in  Theodosia's  own 
hand  :  ^''  Rcrnictd  on  our  nppronvh  to  RirhmotuJ,  Jfoic  htipi**J 
it  nniiJt'  ntc!^'*  She  arrived  the  same  dav,  and  was  thence- 
I'orlh,  until  the  end  of  tlu?  trial  for  treason,  iiis  compani4)n  and 
housekeeper,  iler  husband,  faithful  always  to  her  and  t«»  her 
father,  was  with  her,  and  sat  by  the  side  of  her  father  when 
lie  was  arraigned  for  treason. 
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The  recollections  of  the  late  John  Barney,  formerly  member 
of  Congress  from  Maryland,  confirm  the  view  here  given  of 
Colonel  Burr's  position  at  Richmond  during  his  trial.  Mr. 
Barney  was  employed  by  Colonel  Burr  as  his  amanuensis,  and 
lived  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  him  for  several  weeks.  With 
an  extract  from  Mr.  Barney's  narrative,  I  conclude  the  pres- 
ent chapter : 

"In  1803, 1  witnessed  the  dignity,  impartiality,  and  winning 
grace  with  which  Aaron  Burr  presided  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  during  the  trial  of  Judge  Chace,  impeached  for 
partiality  and  injustice  toward  John  Fries,  indicted  under  the 
alien  and  sedition  law. 

"  I  attended  his  tnal  at  Richmond,  when  he  himself  was 
indicted  for  treason.  His  prominent  counselor  was  Luther 
Martin,  of  Baltimore,  my  father's  lawyer,  neighbor,  and 
friend. 

"  His  danghter  Maria,  aflerward  celebrated  as  Mrs.  Rich- 
ard Raynal  Keene,  invited  my  sister  and  self  to  dine  with  Col- 
onel Burr.  He  was  then  living  in  a  house  standing  alone, 
around  which  was  a  patrol  of  guards. 

"The  dinner  was  superb,  abounding  in  all  the  luxuries 
which  Virginia's  generous  soil  yields  in  lavish  abundance. 
Twenty  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  rank,  fortune,  and  fashion, 
graced  the  festive  board. 

**  He  was  esteemed  a  peraecuted  martyr.  Distress,  in  every 
form  and  shape,  makes  an  irresistible  appeal  to  woman's  sym- 
pathy ;  her  tears  often  flow  for  the  suffering  of  the  criminal 
who  expiates  his  crimes  on  the  gibbet. 

"On  this  occasion,  Burr's  fascinating  flatteries  were  lav- 
ished indiscriminately  on  the  sex  in  general.  Man  he  had 
ever  found  treacherous  —  woman  always  true  to  sustain  him 
in  adversity,  solacing  in  aflliction,  and  giving  a  charm  to  life, 
without  which  life  itself  was  not  worth  possessing. 

"  The  grand  jury  finding  a  true  bill,  he  was  forthwith  re- 
moved to  the  State  prison.  There  we  followed  him ;  he  re- 
ceived us  in  his  usual  bland,  courteous  manner ;  apologized 
for  our  being  introduced  into  his  bed-chamber  —  his  drawing- 
Toom  being  then  deranged  by  the  fitting  up  of  his  ice-house, 
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which  was  in  fact  in  his  chimney-corner.  Iron  j^ratingn  pre- 
vented his  egress,  admitting  free  circulation  of  light  and  :ur. 
I  felt  pride  and  took'  pleasure  in  MLig  permitted  to  beoom  • 
his  amanuensis.  Eac)!  daj^  as  I  ^roae  along  the  streets  my 
curricle  was  freighted  with  cake,  confectionery,  flowers,  redo- 
lent with  perfume,  wreathed*  into  £uicy  bouquets  of  endless 
variety.  ^      ^ 

'^  The  trial  was  tedious  and  prolonged.  I  traveled  on  to 
the  borders  of  North  Carolina,  lingered  for  awhile  at  the  no- 
ble mansion  of  Lady  Shipwith.  On  my«  return,  I  found  the 
persevering  Attorn cy-^eneral,  GeorgejHaY,  fatigued,  worried. 

^' '  Would  that  I  co^ld  diily  hang  upon  a  gate,  and  have  a 
little  negro  to  swing  me  to  and  fro  all  day.  The  law's  delay 
—  the  special  pleadings  of  the  bar,  its  interminable  controver- 
sies have  worn  out  4tnd  exhausted  me.  I  shanH  be  able  to 
hang  Burr,  but  will  be  content  to  hang  myself  on  a  gate.* 
Thus  spoke  George  Hay,  than  whom  never  lived  a  parer  pi- 
triot,  or  a  more  upnght,  conscientious  man." 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 


THE    TRIAL. 

FojjwSEKS  Datb  Spkxt  nr  QsmNO  a  Jury— Obnkrai.  £atox*8  Tkstimokt  —  Oox- 
soooRB  Truxtoh's  Testijiont  —  Peter  Tatlor*8  Testtmony  —  Jacob  All- 
BBioirr's  TttTiKONY— Tub  Mi5B  Dayb^  Debatb  ox  tub  Aumisbibilitt  or  Indi- 
BBCT  Eyidbkob  —  Wirt's  Celbbratrd  Sprbcu  —  Blrxkeruamktt'8  Diary  — 
Dbcisiox  or  tub  CiiiRr  Justice  — The  Verdict — Lettbb  or  Tbbodosia^s— 
Tub  Tbial  roB  MraDBUBAKOB  —  Bubb  in  Baltucobb. 


The  court  met  on  the  3d  of  August.  Present,  the  same 
judges  as  before.  Present,  the  same  counsel.  Present,  an 
eqaal  throng  of  auditors  flushed  with  expectation.  Present, 
more  than  one  hundred  and  forty  witnesses,  and  a  panel  of 
forty-eight  jurors.  Blennerhassett  had  arrived,  and  was  in 
prison.  Burr  had  been  brought  from  his  "  country  house"  to 
a  building  in  the  city  near  the  court-room,  where  he  was 
guarded  vigilantly,  night  and  day.  He  entered  the  court- 
room accompanied  by  his  son-in-law.  Governor  Alston,  of 
South  Carolina,  and  exhibited  all  his  wonted  serenity  of  man- 
ner. 

Fourteen  days  elapsed  before  the  jury  were  sworn.  Some 
of  these  days  were  wasted  in  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  wit- 
nesses, but  most  of  them  were  consumed  in  attempting  to  find 
among  the  mass  of  jurors  twelve  who  had  not  formed  and  ex- 
pressed vlu  opinion  of  the  prisoner's  guilt.  One  man  confessed  to 
having  said  that  any  one  who  did  what  Colonel  Buit  had  done 
ought  to  be  hung.  Another  had  expressed  the  opinion  that 
Colonel  Burr  had  done  something/  wrong,  and  seduced  Blen- 
nerhassett into  it ;  but  that  he  (Burr)  was  so  ^'  sensible"  a  man, 
that  if  there  was  any  hole  lefl  he  would  creep  out  of  it.  An- 
other had  long  thought  that  the  prisoner  was  a  very  bad  man. 
Another  believed  him  guilty  of  treasonable  intention,  but  had 
doubts  whether  an  overt  act  had  been  committed,  because  he 
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believed  Colonel  Burr  to  be  a  man  of  such  "  deep  intrigne  as 
never  to  jeopanlizc  iiis  own  life  until  thousands  fell  before  hini.** 
Another  said  th:it  his  bad  opinion  of  Colonel  Burr  had  been 
eoiiHrnied  by  wliat  he  had  heard  from  his  own  lips  in  court 
With  one  of  the  panel,  the  prisoner  had  the  following  conver- 
B:ition  in  o\)ini  court : 

"Have  the  rumors  (mentioned  by  the  juror)  excited  a  prej- 
udice in  your  mind  against  me  ?"  asked  Colonel  Burr. 

"  1  have  no  ])rejudice  for  or  against  you,"  was  the  reply. 

Mr.  Bolts  asked,  "  Are  you  a  freeholder  ?" 

'*  Yes,"  said  the  juror;  "I  have  two  patents  for  land." 

"Are  you  worth  three  hundred  dollars?"  inquired  one  of 
the  counsol. 

"  Yes ;  I  have  a  house  here  worth  the  half  of  it."" 

"  Have  you  another  at  home,"  inquired  one  of  the  couDsel, 
jocosely,  "  to  make  up  the  other  half?" 

A  i^eneral  titter  followed  this  question,  which  nettled  the 
gentleman.  "  Yes,"  said  he,  "  four  of  them."  Tlicn,  turning 
to  the  spectators,  he  continued,  "  I  am  surprised  that  they 
should  be  in  so  much  terror  of  me.  Perhaps  my  name  may 
be  a  terror,  for  my  first  name  is  Hamilton  !" 

"  Thnt  remark,"  said  Colonel  J>urr,  with  memorable  dij;- 
nity,  ''  is  a  sufhcient  cause  for  objecting  to  him.  I  challen^ 
him  peremptorily."  And  this  was  his  only  peremptory  chal- 
lenge. 

In  short,  out  of  the  whole  ventre  of  forty-eight,  but  four 
men  were  founcl  whose  opinions  were  sufheiently  undecided 
to  admit  of  their  acceptance  as  jurors;  and  of  those  four,  all 
but  o\n\  admitte(l  that  they  had  been  prejudiced  against  the 
jnisoner.  A  second  venire  of  forty-eight  were  8ummone<l; 
all  of  whom,  it  was  soon  discovered,  had  formed  unfavorable 
opinions.  An  attempt  Wits  made  by  the  counsel  for  the  dc- 
W'U^i*  to  (piash  the  trial,  for  the  simj»le  reiLson  that  an  imj^ir* 
tia!  jury  could  not  be  obtained,  and  the  law  requires  that  every 
jM'isoner  shall  Ixi  tried  by  an  impartial  jury.  At  length,  the 
jirisoner  was  allowed  to  select  eight  jurors  from  the  last  venire 
to  add  to  the  four  obtained  from  the  fn-st.  Some  even  of  these 
confessed  to  being  decidedly  prejudiced,  confessed  to  having 
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warmly  dcnoanced  the  prisoner  on  many  occasions.  Tliej 
wore  accepted,  however,  and  sworn,  on  the  17th  of  the 
month. 

Proclamation  was  then  made  in  the  usnal  form.  The  pris- 
oner stood  up,  while  the  indictment  was  read.  I^Ir.  Hay  then 
rose  and  opened  the  case  with  a  speech  of  great  length,  in 
which  he  discoursed  upon  the  nature  of  treason  ;  and,  briefly, 
uyton  the  treason  committed  by  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.  It 
would  be  proved,  he  said,  that  the  prisoner  tneant  to  take  New 
Orlean^^  and  that  the  proceedings  at  Blennerliassett  Island 
were  the  beginning  of  the  execution  of  that  scheme.  Much 
more  would  be  proved,  but  that  alone  was  enough  to  convict 
the  prisoner  of  treason.  He  concluded  by  bestowing  a  swell- 
ing panegyric  upon  General  Wilkinson,  as  tlie  saviour  of  the 
American  people  from  the  horrors  of  civil  war. 

General  Eaton  was  the  fii'st  witness  called.  He  appeared 
and  was  sworn,  when  Colonel  Burr  objected  to  that  order  of 
examining  witnesses.  General  Eaton  was  called,  he  said,  to 
prove  treasonable  intentions,  before  it  liad  been  proved  that 
any  overt  act  of  treason  had  been  committed.  Xo  testimony 
of  that  kind,  he  contended,  was  admissible  until  the  overt  act 
had  been  established.  This  question  was  argued  in  an  earnest 
and  able  manner  by  the  counsel  on  both  sides,  for  several 
hours,  Luther  Martin  distinguishing  himself  by  his  familiar- 
ity with  precedents  and  authorities.  The  day  was  consumed 
in  this  critical  debate.  On  the  following  morning,  the  court 
gave  its  decision,  as  follows :  '^  So  far  as  General  Eatoi^s  testi- 
mony relates  to  the  fact  charged  in  the  indictment,  so  far  as  i: 
relates  to  levying  war  on  Blennerhassett's  Island,  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  a  design  to  seixe  on  New  Orleans,  or  to  separate  by 
force  the  western  from  the  Atlantic  States,  it  is  deemed  rele- 
vant and  is  now  admissible  ;  so  far  as  it  respects  other  plans 
to  be  executed  in  the  city  of  Washington,  or  elsewhere,  if  it 
indicate  a  treasonable  design,  it  is  a  design  to  commit  a  distuirt 
net  of  tre&<H>n,  and  is  therefore  not  relevant  to  the  present  in 
<]icUnent." 

Eaton  was  then  placed  u|>on  the  stand,  and  examined  at. 
length.     He  was  permitted  to  tell  his  story  in  his  own  way, 
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with  littlo  interruption.  As  it  was  Eaton's  evidence  whidi 
'liail  most  to  ilo  with  convincing  the  public  of  Burr's  own  day 
that  he  was  a  traitor  of  the  deepest  dye,  it  is  tltought  due  to 
truth  and  to  Aaron  Burr,  tliat  the  whole  of  that  evidence 
should  here  be  given.  I  omit  only  a  passage  in  which  the 
witness  wandered  from  Burr  to  Barbary,  and  descanted  u|»n 
the  disappointments  and  wrongs  he  had  endured  in  that  part 
of  tlie  world. 

"During  the  winter  of  1805-0,"  he  began,  "Aaron  Burr 
signified  to  me  that  he  was  orgsmizing  a  military  expedition  to 
be  moved  against  the  Spanish  provinces,  on  tlie  south-western 
frontiers  of  the  United  States:  I  understood  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  general  government.  From  our  existing  controvert 
sits  with  Spain,  and  from  the  tenor  of  the  Prci»ident*s  com- 
ninnications  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  a  conclusion  was 
naturally  drawn,  that  war  witli  that  power  was  inevitable.  I 
}ia<l  just  th(?n  returned  from  the  coa>«t  of  Afric-a,  and  having 
been  for  many  years  employed  on  our  frontier,  or  .1  coast 
more  barbarous  and  obscure,  I  was  ignorant  of  the  estimation 
in  which  Colonel  Burr  was  held  by  his  country.  The  dis- 
tiuirnisheil  rank  he  held  in  societv,  and  the  stronij  marks  ot' 
<'-nliden(re  which  he  had  received  from  his  fellow  citizens,  did 
i'."t  permit  me  to  doubt  his  patriotism.  Asa  military  eliar- 
n<  ter,  I  had  been  made  acquainted  with  none  within  the  Uni- 
\ri]  States,  under  whose  direction  a  soMier  might  with  greater 
S'curitv  confide  his  honor  than  C-olonel  Burr.  In  east*  of  niv 
i'unlry's  being  involved  in  a  war,  1  should  have  thouglit  it 
my  duty  to  obey  so  honorable  a  call,  as  was  proix^sed  to  me. 
I'lider  impressions  like  these,  I  did  engage  to  embark  niyselt' 
iii  the  enterprise,  and  pledged  myself  to  Colonel  IJurr's  confi 
dcnce.  At  several  interviews,  it  appeared  to  be  his  intention 
t»  convince  me  by  maj»s  an<l  other  documents,  of  the  feasi 
biiity  of  j)enetrating  to  Mexico.  At  length,  fromcerl.iin  indU- 
ti'ict  expressions  and  innuendoes,  I  admitted  a  suspicion  that 
(  .)lon<'l  Ibirr  had  other  projects.  He  used  strong  (>xprossion!i 
of  reproach  against  the  administration  of  the  government: 
accusi'd  them  of  want  of  character,  want  of  energy,  an<l  want 
i  of  gratitude.     He  seemed   desirous  of  irritating  my  resent- 
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ment  by  dilating  on  certain  injnrious  strictares  I  had  received 
on  the  floor  of  Congress,  on  account  of  certain  transactions 
on  the  coast  of  Tripoli ;  and  also  on  the  delays  in  adjusting 
my  acx;ounts  for  advances  of  money  on  account  of  the  United 
States ;  and  talked  of  pointing  out  to  me  modes  of  honorable 
indemnity. 

^'  I  listened  to  Colonel  Burr's  mode  of  indemnity :  and  as  I 
bad  by  this  time  began  to  suspect  that  the  military  expedition 
he  had  on  foot  was  unlawful,  I  permitted  him  to  believe  my- 
self resigned  to  his  influence,  that  I  might  understand  the  ex- 
tent and  motive  of  his  arrangements.  Colonel  Burr  now  laid 
open  his  project  of  revolutionizing  the  territory  west  of  the 
Alleghany ;  establishing  an  independent  empire  there  ;  New 
Orleans  to  be  the  capital,  and  he  himself  to  be  the  chief;  or- 
ganizing a  military  force  on  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
carrying  conquest  to  Mexico.  After  much  conversation,  which 
1  do  not  particularly  recollect,  respecting  the  feasibility  of  the 
project^  as  was  natural,  I  stated  impediments  to  his  operations ; 
such  as  the  republican  habits  of  the  citizens  of  that  country, 
their  att«ichment  to  the  present  administration  of  the  govern* 
ment,  the  want  of  funds,  the  opposition  he  would  experience 
from  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States  stationed  on  that 
frontier,  and  the  resistance  to  be  expected  from  Miranda,  in 
case  he  should  succeed  in  republicanizing  the  Mexicans.  Col- 
onel Burr  appeared  to  have  no  difficulty  in  removing  these 
obstacles.  He  stated  to  me,  that  he  had  in  person  (I  think 
the  preceding  season),  made  a  tour  through  that  country ; 
that  he  had  secured  to  his  interests,  and  attached  to  his  per- 
son (Fdo  not  recollect  the  exact  expression,  but  the  meaning, 
and,  I  believe,  the  words  were),  the  most  distinguished  citi- 
zens of  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  the  Territory  of  Orleans ; 
that  he  had  inexhaustible  resources  and  funds ;  that  the  army 
of  the  United  States  would  act  with  him ;  that  it  would  be  re- 
inforced by  ten  or  twelve  thousand  men  from  the  above-men- 
tioned States  and  Territory ;  that  he  had  powerful  agents  in 
the  Spanish  territory,  and  ^  as  for  Miranda,'  said  Mr.  Burr, 
fiicetiously,  '  we  must  hang  Miranda.'  In  the  course  of  sev- 
eral oonversations  on  this  subject,  he  proposed  to  give  me  a 
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distinguished  command  in  his  army ;  I  understood  him  to  my, 
the  second  command.  I  asked  him  who  would  command  in 
chief.  He  said,  General  Wilkinson.  I  observed,  that  it  was 
singuhu'  he  should  count  upon  General  Wilkinson ;  the  di»- 
tinguislied  command  and  high  trust  ho  held  under  govern- 
ment, as  the  commander-in-chief  of  our  army,  and  as  governor 
of  a  i)roYince,  lie  would  not  be  apt  to  put  at  hazacd  for  any 
prospect  of  precarious  aggrandizement.  Colonel  Burr  slated 
that  General  Wilkinson  balanced  in  the  contidenoe  of  his 
country  ;  that  it  w:is  doubtful  whether  ho  would  much  longei 
retain  the  distinction  and  confidence  he  now  enjoyed ;  and 
that  he  was  prepared  to  secure  to  himself  a  permanency.  I 
asked  Colonel  ]>urr  if  ho  knew  General  Wilkinson.  He  sud, 
yes ;  and  echoed  tho  question.  I  told  him  that  twelve  years 
ago  I  was  at  the  samo  time  a  captain  in  the  wing  of  the  legion 
of  the  United  States,  which  General  Wilkinson  commanded, 
his  acting  brii^ade-major,  and  aid-de-camp,  and  that  I  thought 
I  knew  him  well.  He  asked  me,  what  I  know  of  General  Wil- 
kinson. I  said,  I  knew  General  Wilkinson  would  act  as  lieu- 
tenant to  no  man  in  existence.  '  You  are  in  an  error,'  sail' 
Mr.  Burr,  '  Wilkinson  will  act  as  lieutenant  to  me.'  From  thi 
tenor  of  much  conversation  on  this  subject,  I  was  ])rcvailcd  on 
to  believe  that  tho  plan  of  revolution  meditated  by  Colonel 
]>nrr,  and  coTuinunicated  to  me,  had  been  concerted  with 
General  Wilkinson,  and  would  have  his  cooperation  ;  for  Col- 
onel J>urr  repeatedly,  and  very  confidently  expressed  his  be- 
lief, that  the  influence  of  General  Wilkinson  with  his  army, 
the  promise  of  double  pay  and  rations,  the  ambition  of  liis 
oflicers,  and  the  prospect  of  ])1under  and  military  afthieve^ 
ments,  would  bring  tho  army  generally  into  the  measure.  I 
pass  over  here  a  conversation  which  took  place  between 
Colonel  l>urr  and  myself  respecting  a  central  revolution, 
as  it  is  decided  to  bo  irrelevant  by  tho  opinion  of  the 
bench." 

"iVIr.  Hay. —  You  allude  to  a  revolution  for  overthrowing 
the  government  at  Washington,  and  of  revolutionixi ng  the 
eastern  States." 

^'  I  was  passing  over  that  to  conio  down  to  tho  period  when 
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I  supposed  he  had  relinquished  that  design,  and  adhered  to 
the  project  of  revolutionizing  the  West." 

"  Mr.  Wickham:.  —  What  project  do  you  mean  ?" 
"A  central  general  revolution.  I  was  thoroughly  con- 
vinced myself  that  such  a  project  was  already  so  far  organ- 
ized as  to  be  dangerous,  and  that  it  would  require  an  effort  to 
suppress  it.  For  in  addition  to  positive  assurances  that  Colo- 
nel Burr  had  of  assistance  and  cooperation,  he  said  that  the 
vast  extent  of  territory  of  the  United  States,  west  of  the  Al 
leghany  mountains,  which  offered  to  adventurers,  with  a  view 
on  the  mines  of  Mexico,  would  bring  volnnteei's  to  his  standard 
from  all  quartets  of  the  Union.  The  situation  which  these 
communications,  and  the  impressions  they  made  upon  me, 
placed  me  in,  was  peculiarly  delicate.  I  had  no  overt  act  to 
produce  against  Colonel  Burr.  He  had  given  me  nothing 
upon  paper ;  nor  did  I  know  of  any  person  in  the  vicinity  who 
had  received  similar  communications,  and  whose  testimony  . 
might  support  mine.  He  had  mentioned  to  me  no  person  as 
principally  and  decidedly  engaged  with  him  but  General  Wil- 
kinson ;  a  Mr.  Alston,  who,  I  afterward  learned,  was  his  son- 
in-law  ;  and  a  Mr.  Ephraim  Kibby,  who,  I  learned,  was  late  a 
captain  of  rangers  in  Wayne's  army.  Of  General  Wilkinson, 
Burr  said  much,  as  I  have  stated  ;  of  Mr.  Alston,  very  little, 
but  enough  to  satisfy  me  that  he  was  engaged  in  the  project ; 
and  of  Kibby,  he  said  that  he  was  brigade-major  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Cincinnati  (whether  Cincinnati  in  Ohio  or  in  Kentucky, 
I  know  not),  who  had  much  influence  with  the  militia,  and  had 
already  engaged  the  majority  of  the  brigade  to  which  he  be- 
longed, who  were  ready  to  march  at  Mr.  Burr's  signal.  Mr. 
Burr  talked  of  this  revolution  as  a  matter  of  right,  inherent  in 
the  people,  and  constitutional ;  a  revolution  which  would 
rather  be  advantageous  than  detrimental  to  the  Atlantic 
States ;  a  revolution  which  must  eventually  take  place ;  and 
f4)r  the  operation  of  which  the  present  crisis  was  peculiarly 
favorable.  He  said  there  was  no  energy  to  be  dreaded  in  the 
general  government,  and  his  conversations  denoted  a  confi- 
dence that  his  arrangements  were  so  well  made  that  he  should 
meet  with  no  opposition  at  New  Orleans,  for  the  army  and 
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chief  citizens  of  that  placo  were  now  ready  to  receive  liim. 
On  the  solitary  ground  upon  which  I  stood,  I  was  at  a  loss 
how  to  conJuct  myself,  though  at  no  loss  as  respected  my 
duty.  I  durst  not  place  my  lonely  testimony  in  the  balance 
ac^ainst  tlie  weight  of  Colonel  Burr's  character ;  for  by  taming 
the  tables  upon  me,  which  I  thought  any  man,  capable  of  such 
a  project,  was  very  capable  of  doing,  I  should  sink  under  the 
weight.  I  resolved  therefore  with  myself  to  obtain  the  re- 
moval of  Mr.  Burr  from  this  country  in  a  way  honorable  to 
him  ;  and  on  this  I  did  consult  him,  without  his  knowinii^  my 
motive.  Accordinsrlv,  I  waited  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  aflcr  a  desultory  conversation,  in  which  I 
aimed  to  draw  his  view  to  the  westward,  I  took  the  libcrtv  of 
suggesting  to  the  President  that  I  thought  Colonel  Burr 
ought  to  be  removed  from  the  country,  because  I  considered 
him  dangerous  in  it.  The  President  asked  where  we  should 
send  him  ?  Otlier  i)laco8  might  have  been  mentioned,  but  I 
believe  tliat  Paris,  Loudon,  and  Madrid,  were  the  places  which 
were  i)arliciil!uly  named.  The  President,  without  |x>sitive  ex- 
pression (in  su(^h  a  matter  of  delicaey),  signified  that  the  trust 
was  too  important,  and  expressed  something  like  a  douht 
about  tlje  integrity  ot'^Ir.  Burr.  I  frankly  told  the  Presidi*nl 
that  j)erha])s  no  ]K*rson  had  stronger  grounds  to  suspect  lh.it 
integrity  than  I  had  ;  but  that  I  believed  his  pride  of  ambitii>n 
had  so  predominated  over  his  other  passions,  that  when  plaiu-d 
on  an  eminence,  and  put  on  his  honor,  a  respect  to  himself 
would  secure  his  fidelity.  I  perceived  that  the  subject  was 
disagreeable  to  the  President,  and  to  bring  him  to  my  point 
in  the  shortest  mode,  and  at  the  same  time  point  to  the  dan- 
ger, I  sai»l  to  him  that  I  expected  that  we  should  in  eighteen 
months  have  an  insurrection,  if  not  a  revolution,  on  the  waters 
of  the  Mississipjii.  The  President  said  he  had  too  much  con- 
fidence in  the  information,  the  integrity,  and  attachment  to 
the  Pnion  of  the  citizens  of  that  country,  to  admit  any  appre- 
hensions of  that  kind.  The  circumstance  of  no  interro«ralorii»3 
being  made  to  me,  I  thought  imposed  silence  upon  me  at  that 
time  and  place.  Hero,  sir,  I  beg  in<lulgence  to  declare  ray 
motives  for  recunmondinij  tJKit  ixentlemau  to  a  foreign  mission 


THB    TBIAL.  491 

at  that  time ;  and  in  the  soleranity  with  which  I  stand  here,  I 
declare  that  Colonel  Barr  was  neutral  in  my  feelings  ;  that  it 
was  through  no  attachment  to  him  that  I  made  that  sugges- 
tion, but  to  avert  a  great  national  calamity  which  I  saw  ap- 
proaching ;  16  arrest  a  tempest  which  seemed  lowering  in  the 
West ;  and  to  divert  into  a  channel  of  usefulness  those  con- 
summate talents,  which  were  to  mount  ^  the  whirlwind  and 
direct  the  stonn.'  These,  and  these  only,  were  my  reasons 
for  making  that  recommendation. 

"  About  the  time  of  my  having  waited  on  the  President,  or 
a  little  before  (T  can  not  however  be  positive  whether  before 
or  after),  I  determined  at  all  events  to  have  some  evidence  of 
the  integrity  of  my  intentions,  and  to  fortify  myself  by  the  ad- 
vice of  two  gentlemen,  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, whose  friendship  and  confidence  I  had  the  honor  long 
to  retain,  and  in  whose  wisdom  and  integrity  I  had  the  utmost 
faith  and  reliance.  I  am  at  liberty  to  give  their  names  if 
required.  I  do  not  distinctly  recollect,  but  I  believe,  that  I 
had  a  conversation  with  a  Senator  on  the  subject.  I  devel- 
oped to  them  all  Mr.  Burr's  plans.  They  did  not  seem  much 
alarmed. 

"  Little  more  passed  between  Colonel  Burr  and  myself,  rel 
evant  to  this  inquiry,  while  I  remained  at  Washington  ;  yet, 
though  I  could  perceive  symptoms  of  distrust  in  him  toward 
me  he  was  solicitous  to  engage  me  in  his  western  plans. 

"  I  returned  to  Massachusetts,  to  my  own  concerns,  and 
thought  no  more  of  Colonel  Burr,  or  his  projects,  or  revolu- 
tions, until,  in  October  last,  a  letter  was  put  into  my  hands  at 
Brumfield,  from  Mr.  Belknap,  of  Marietta,  to  T.  E.  Danielson, 
of  Brumfield,  stating  that  Mr.  Burr  had  contracted  for  boats 
which  were  building  on  the  Ohio." 

The  cross-examination  of  this  witness  elicited  nothing  of 
importance.  Colonel  Burr  took  care  to  bring  out  the  fact 
that  General  Eaton,  who  had  been  clamoring  in  vain  for  a  set- 
tlement of  his  accounts  for  many  months,  was  paid  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars  a  few  weeks  after  making  the  deposi- 
tion respecting  his  conversation  with  Burr.  That  deposition 
appeared  during  the  delirium  of  the  public  mind  in  January, 
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while  Congress  was  debating  the  suflpenrion  of  the  HabeM 
Corpus,  and  wliile  tlie  military  companies  of  New  York,  Phil- 
a<lo]|)bia,  lialtiinore,  and  Boston  were  offering  their  servirw 
to  the  President  in  defense  of  a  country  snp(>osed  to  be  tlircat- 
ened,  at  once  by  foreign  and  domestic  foes.  Colonel  Bun*, 
by  a  quiet  question  or  two,  also  called  attention  to  the  absurd- 
ity of  a  man's  settin*;  up  for  a  patriot  who  tried  to  induce  the 
President  to  promote  a  traitor  to  high  and  responsible  office, 
and  who,  co.irnizant  of  that  traitor's  fell  desipis,  could  go 
home  and  think  no  more  about  them !  Nothing  but  the  ex- 
eitement  which  i)revailed  in  the  spring  of  1807  could  have 
blinded  p(M)ple  to  the  palpable  and  gross  irreconcilabilities  of 
Eaton's  testimony. 

C(>mmo<lore  Truxton  was  the  next  witness.  He  testified 
that  Colonel  Hurr  had  explained  to  liim  his  designs  ufion 
Mexico,  and  his  intention  to  settle  the  lands  on  the  Washita, 
and  had  invited  him  to  join  ;  but  he  had  declined.  '^  I  asked 
liim,"  said  the  commodore,  "if  the  executive  were  privy  to  or 
concerned  in  the  project,  lie  answered,  ewphittaUh/^  that 
he  was  not."  The  following  is  ]»art  of  Commodore  Truxton 's 
testinu)nv  : 

Truxton.  —  CnUmel  I>urr  saitl,  that  after  the  Mexican  expe- 
dition, he  intended  to  provide  a  formi<lable  navy,  at  the  henil 
(»f  which  he  intended  to  place  me:  that  he  intended  to  estaln 
lish  an  inde]>endi'nt  LTovernment,  and  give  liherty  tt>  an  *-n- 
>laveil  worhl.  I  <leclined  his  j)ropo>ilions  to  me  at  first, 
because  the  Presiilent  was  not  ju-ivy  to  the  jiroject.  He 
asketl  nie  the  lu-st  mode  of  attacking  the  Havana,  Cart  ha- 
i^ena,  and  La  Vera  Vvwv, ;  but  spoken  of  no  particular  furee. 

Question  hv  Ct)lonel  Hurr.  —  Do  vou  not  rec*>llect  mv  t*ll- 
*  i'  B 

ing  you  of  the  propriety  of  private  expeditions,  undertaken 
bv  individuals  in  case  of  war;  and  that  there  had  been  such 
in  the  late  war,  and  that  there  is  no  legal  restraint  on  such 
expeditions? 

Mr.  J  lay  ol»j<*cted  to  this  (piestion  as  improper. 

Colonel  I>urr  insisted  on  its  propriety,  and  that  the  gentle- 
men for  the  prosecution  had  set  an  example  far  beyon«l  it. 

Commodore  Truxton  answered  —  You  said  that  Wilkinson, 
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the  army,  and  many  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  would  johi^ 
ftnd  you  spoke  higlily  of  Lieutenant  Jones. 

Colonel  Burr.  —  Were  we  not  on  terms  of  intimacy  ?  Was 
there  any  reserve  on  ray  part,  in  our  frequent  conversations? 
and  did  you  ever  hear  me  express  any  intention  or  sentiment 
respecting  a  division  of  the  Union  ? 

Answer.  —  We  were  very  intimate.  There  seemed  to  be  no 
reserve  on  your  part.  I  never  heard  you  speak  of  a  division 
of  the  Union. 

Colonel  Burr.  —  Did  I  not  state  to  you  that  the  Mexican 
expedition  would  be  very  beneficial  to  this  country  ? 

Answer.  —  You  did. 

Colonel  Burr.  —  Had  you  any  serious  doubt  as  to  my  inten- 
tion to  settle  those  lands  ? 

Answer.  —  So  far  from  that,  I  was  astonished  at  the  intelli- 
gence of  your  having  different  views,  contained  in  news- 
papers received  from  the  western  country,  after  you  went 
thither.* 

Peter  Taylor,  formerly  a  gardener  on  Blennerhassctt  Island, 
was  next  examined.  The  only  part  of  his  evidence  which 
threw  light  on  the  case,  was  a  convcraalion  which  had  taken 
place  between  himself  and  Blennerhnssett  in  October,  1800. 
About  that  time,  said  Taylor,  Blennerhassctt  "  began  to  in- 
quire for  young  men  that  had  ritles ;  good,  orderly  men,  that 

♦  It  Is  right  to  add  that  Commodoro  Truxton's  evidence  \s  confirmed  by 
General  Adair,  who  was  thorouj:jhly  possessed  of  Burr's  real  designs.  Adair 
was  not  examined  on  the  Irial^  but  he  wrote,  in  March,  1807,  the  following 
statement:  "So  fur  as  I  know  or  believe  of  the  intentions  of  Colonel  Burr 
(and  my  enemies  will  agree  I  am  not  i^^norant  on  this  subject),  they  were  to 
prepare  and  load  an  expedition  into  Mexico,  prcdicat«.*d  on  a  war  between  the 
two  governments ;  without  a  war  he  knew  ho  could  do  nothing.  On  this 
war  taking  place  he  calculated  with  certainty,  as  well  from  the  policy  of  the 
measiiro  at  this  time  as  from  the  positive  lissurances  of  Wilkinson,  who 
flcomed  to  have  the  power  to  force  it  in  his  own  hands.  This  continued  to 
be  the  object  of  Colonel  Burr  until  ho  heard  of  the  venal  and  shameful  bar- 
gain made  by  Wilkinson  at  the  Sabino  river ;  this  information  ho  received 
soon  after  the  attempt  to  arrest  him  in  Frankfort  He  then  turned  his  atten- 
tion altogether  toward  strengthening  himself  on  the  Washita,  and  waiting  a 
moro  fiivorablo  crisia." 
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would  be  conformablo  to  order  and  discipline.  He  aHowed 
that  Colonel  Burr  and  lie  and  a  few  of  his  friends,  had  boaghl 
cii>:ht  liundrod  tlioiisand  acres  of  land,  and  they  wanted  young 
ir.en  to  Kcttlo  it.  lie  said  he  would  give  any  young  man  who 
M'oukl  go  down  tho  river  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  plenty 
of  grog  and  victuals  while  going  down  the  river,  and  three 
months*  provisions  after  tliey  had  got  to  the  end ;  every 
young  man  must  have  his  rifle  and  blanket.  I  agreed  to  go 
myself,  if  I  could  carry  my  wife  and  family,  but  he  said  he 
must  have  further  consultation  upon  that.  When  I  got  home 
I  began  to  think,  and  asked  him,  what  kind  of  seed  we  should 
carry  with  us  ?  lie  said  we  did  not  want  any,  the  people  Iiad 
seeds  where  we  were  going.  I  urged  that  subject  to  him  sev- 
eral times  ;  at  last  he  made  a  sudden  pause,  and  said,  ^I  will 
tell  you  what,  Peter,  we  are  going  to  Uike  Mexico  ;  one  of  the 
iinest  :uul  richest  places  in  the  whole  world.'  lie  said  that 
Coh>nel  l>inT  wouhl  be  the  king  of  Mexico,  and  Mrs.  Alston, 
tiangliter  of  Colonel  Burr,  was  to  be  the  queen  of  Mexico, 
whenever  Colonel  J>urr  <lied.  He  said  that  Colonel  IJurr  had 
made  t'ortiines  t'or  many  in  his  time,  but  none  for  himself;  but 
now  he  was  going  to  make  something  ft)r  himself.  He  Kiid 
that  he  ha<l  a  gn*at  many  friends  in  the  Spanish  territory ;  no 
li'ss  than  two  thousand  Koman  Catholic  priests  were  en«»agrd, 
and  that  all  their  friends  too  would  join,  if  once  he  could  get 
to  tliiiii  ;  that  tlu^  Spaniards,  like  the  French,  had  g<»t  <liv'4:itis- 
fied  with  their  government,  and  wanted  to  sintp  it.  He  tuld 
me  that  the  Ibitish  also  were  friemls  in  this  ]»iecc  of  busines;!, 
and  that  he  should  go  to  KnLiland,  on  this  piece  of  business 
i'nv  Ciilonel  Hurr.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  not  like  to  jcro  to 
Kn^land.  1  said  1  should  certainlv  like  to  see  mv  friends 
there,  Imt  would  wish  to  go  for  nothing  else.  I  then  asked 
him  what  was  to  beconu*  of  the  men  who  were  going  to  settle 
the  lands  he  tallve<l  about?  Were  they  to  stop  at  tho  Kcd 
Itiver,  or  to  go  on?  He  said,  'O,  by  (iod,  I  tell  you,  IVler, 
every  man  that  will  not  contbrm  to  order  an«l  disciplhie,  1  will 
stab ;  you'll  see  how  Til  lix  them ;'  that  when  he  got  thein 
far  enough  down  the  river,  if  they  did  not  conform  to  lu-der 
and  disciplflie,  lu'  swore  by  (rod  heM  stab  them.     I  was  asiti^u- 
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ished :  I  told  him  I  was  no  soldier,  and  could  not  fight.  He 
said  it  made  no  odds ;  he  did  not  want  me  to  fight ;  he  wanted 
me  to  go  and  live  with  Mrs  Blennerhassett  and  the  children, 
either  at  Natchez,  or  some  other  place,  while  he  went  on  the 
expedition.  I  talked  to  him  again,  and  told  him  the  people 
had  got  it  into  their  heads  that  he  wanted  to  divide  the 
Union.  He  said  Colonel  Burr  and  he  could  not  do  it  them- 
selves. All  they  could  do  was  to  tell  the  people  the  conse- 
quence of  it.  He  said  the  people  there  paid  the  government 
upward  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  never 
received  any  benefit  from  it.  He  allowed  it  would  be  a  very 
fine  thing  if  they  could  keep  that  money  among  themselves 
on  this  side  the  mountains,  and  make  locks,  and  build  bridges, 
and  cut  roads." 

The  witness  further  testified  that  he  had  never  chanced  to 

Vsee  Colonel  Burr  on  the  island,  and  that  the  preparations  made  ^// 
there  for  the  expedition  were  merely  the  drying  of  corn  and^ 
the  packing  of  provisions.     There  was  no  "  warlike  an-ay." 

The  Morgans,  father  and  two  sons,  were  then  examined. 
Tliey  testified  as  stated  in  the  former  chapter. 

Jacob  AUbright  was  next  called,  and  led  off  thus :  "  The 
first  I  knew  of  this  business  was,  I  was  hired  on  the  island  to 
help  to  build  a  kiln  for  drying  corn  ;  and  after  working  some 
time,  Mrs.  Blennerhassett  told  me  that  Mr.  Blennerhassett 
and  Colonel  Burr  were  going  to  lay  in  provisions  for  an  army 
for  a  year.  I  went  to  the  mill,  where  I  carried  the  corn  to 
be  ground  after  it  had  been  dried.  I  worked  four  weeks  in 
that  business  on  the  island.  Last  fall  (or  in  September), 
after  Blennerhassett  had  come  homo  (he  had  been  promising 
tne  cash  for  some  time),  I  stcpt  up  to  him.  He  had  no  money 
at  the  time ;  but  would  pay  me  next  day,  or  soon.  Says  he, 
*Mr.  AUbright,  you  are  a  Dutchman.'  But  he  asked  me  fii-st 
and  foremost,  whether  I  would  not  join  with  him  and  go 
down  the  river  ?  I  told  him  I  did  not  know  what  they  were 
upon  ;  and  he  said,  '  JVIr.  AUbright,  we  are  going  to  settle  a 
new  country.'  And  I  gave  him  an  answer  that  I  would  not  ^ 
like  to  leave  my  family.  He  said  he  did  not  want  any  fami- 
lies to  go  along  with  him.     Then  he  said  to  me,  '  You  are  a 
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Dutchman,  and  a  common  man  ;  and  as  the  Dutch  arc  apt  to 
be  scared  by  high  men,  if  you'll  go  to  New  Lancaster,  where 
the  Dutch  live,  and  get  me  twenty  or  thirty  to  go  with  us,  I 
will  give  you  as  many  dollars.'  New  Lancaster  was  some  dis- 
tance olT.  I  went  home  then,  and  gave  him  no  answer  upon 
that.  In  a  few  days  after  the  boats  came  and  landed  at  the 
island.  The  snow  was  about  two  or  three  inches  deep,  and  I 
went  out  a  hunting.  I  was  on  the  Ohio  side ;  I  met  two  men ; 
I  knew  they  belonged  to  the  boats,  but  I  wanted  to  find  out ; 
and  they  asked  nic  whether  I  had  not  given  my  consent  to  go 
along  with  Hlenncrhassett  down  the  river  ?  As  we  got  into 
a  conversation  together,  they  named  themselves  Colonel  Burr's 
men,  belonging  to  the  boats,  landed  at  the  island.  When 
they  asked  me  whether  I  had  not  consented  to  go  down  with 
Blennerhassett,  I  put  a  question  to  them.  I  told  them  I 
did  not  know  what  they  were  about ;  and  one  of  the  gentle- 
men told  nic  they  were  going  to  take  a  silver  mine  from  the 
Spajdsh,  I  asked  the  gentlemen  whether  they  would  not 
allow  tliat  this  would  raise  war  with  America  ?  They  replieil, 
no.  They  were  only  a  few  men ;  and  if  they  went  with  a 
good  army,  they  would  give  up  the  country,  and  nothing  more 
said  about  it.  These  men  showed  me  what  tine  rifles  they 
had  jxoiiiu:  down  the  river  with  them." 

The  witness  testified  further  that  the  men  assembled  on 
the  island  were  armed  with  rifles  and  i)istols,  according  to  the 
>^  <-ustom  of  the  country.     There  were  no  bayonets;   no  un- 
'      u^nal  store  of  powder  or  bullets;  no  military  drill  or  organi- 
zation. 

IJIenncrhassett's  groom  gave  similar  testimony.  The  build- 
ing of  the  boats  and  the  purchase  of  ju-o visions  were  prove*! 
by  the  persons  concerned  in  those  transactions.  Dudley  WckhI- 
bridge,  jKirtner  and  agent  of  Hlennerhassett,  testified,  th-it 
that  gentleman  was  wortii,  exclusive  of  his  island  and  his  five 
negroes,  not  more  than  seventeen  thousand  dollars ;  that  he 
was  totally  unacquainted  witli  military  affairs;  that  he  was  so 
short-sighted  as  not  to  be  able  to  distinguish  a  man  from 
a  horse  at  the  distance  of  ten  paces ;  and  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  expense  incurred  in  buying  the  provisions  and 
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b^iilding  the  boats,  was  paid,  not  by  Blcnnerhassct,  but  by 
Burr. 

The  evidence  of  the  alleged  overt  act  here  rested.  It  is 
rot  necessary  to  say  that  no  overt  act  had  been  proved ; 
nothing  like  an  act  of  treason  had  been  proved.  The  prose- 
cution being  now  about  to  introduce  evidence  collateral  and 
indirect,,  the  counsel  for  the  defense  objected.  Here  they  had 
resolved  to  take  a  position,  and  try  all  the  resources  of  their 
talents,  their  learning,  and  their  powers  of  endurance,  in  resist- 
ing the  introduction  of  one  word  more  of  testimony,  unless 
to  prove  the  overt  act.  It  was  the  20th  of  August  (and  the 
seventeenth  day  of  the  trial)  when  the  debate  on  this  ques- 
tion began,  and  it  lasted  nine  days.  It  was,  doubtless,  the 
finest  display  of  legal  knowledge  and  ability  of  which  the  his- 
tory of  the  American  bar  can  boast.  The  report  of  it  fills 
a  large  volume.  It  all  turns  upon  the  simple  question  so 
often  stated,  whether,  until  the /act  of  a  crime  is  proved,  any 
thing  may  be  heard  respecting  the  guilty  intention  of  the 
person  accused.  The  counsel  for  the  defense  contended,  first, 
that  no  overt  act  had  been  committed  ;  and,  secondly,  that  if 
an  overt  act  had  been  committed,  the  evidence  pointed  to 
Blennerhassett  as  the  principal,  and  to  Burr  only  as  a  possible 
accessory. 

Wickham,  Martin,  Hay,  Randolph,  Botts,  MacRae,  all  won 
-honor  in  this  keen  encounter ;  but  as  they  confined  themselves 
chiefly  to  the  law  of  the  question,  and  aimed  solely  to  con- 
vince the  clear-headed  judge  who  was  to  decide  it,  their 
speeches  are  not  interesting,  nor  always  intelligible  to  the  un- 
professional reader.  In  the  popular  view,  William  Wirt  was 
the  hero  of  the  occasion.  One  famous  passage  in  one  of  his 
speeches  in  this  debate,  has  obtained  the  last  honors  of  Amer- 
ican literature  —  it  has  got  into  the  school-books,  and  is  de- 
claimed on  exhibition  days.  Perhaps  nothing  ever  written 
about  Aaron  Burr  has  done  more  to  make  and  keep  him  odi- 
oas  than  this  piece  of  fluent,  sounding  rhetonc.  Familiar  as 
it  is  to  many  readers,  whom  it  has  aided  to  carry  ofiT  the  hon- 
ors of  the  platform,  it  must  be  printed  here  once  more ;  au  J 
printed  entire. 
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"  Ilavini^  shown,  I  think,"  said  Mr.  Wirt,  "  on  tho  grronnd 
on(fic,  tliat  the  jnisoner  can  not  be  considered  a.s  an  acceiwory, 
let  nie  ])res8  the  inquiry,  whether  on  the  ground  of  reason 
lie  be  a  principal  or  an  accessory;  and  remember  that  hn 
project  was  to  seize  New  Orleans,  separate  the  Union,  and 
erect  an  indi^pendent  empire  in  the  West,  of  which  he  was  to 
be  the  chief.  This  was  the  destination  of  the  plot,  and.  the  con- 
clusion of  the  drama.  Will  any  man  say  that  Blennerharaett 
w:ls  the  principal,  and  Burr  but  an  acces-'wry?  Who  will  be- 
lieve that  Jiurr,  the  author  and  projector  of  the  plot,  who 
raised  the  forces,  who  enlisted  the  men,  and  who  procured  the 
funds  for  carrying  it  into  executi(m,  was  made  a  cars  paw  of? 
Will  any  man  believe  that  Burr,  who  is  a  soldier,  bold,  ardent, 
restless,  and  aspiring,  the  great  actor,  whose  brain  ooncreived, 
and  whose  Iian<i  brought  the  plot  into  operation,  that  he 
shouM  sink  down  into  an  accessorv,  and  that  Blenncrhasseii 
sliould  be  elevated  hito  a  principal?  He  would  staitle  at 
once  at  tiie  thought.  Aaron  J>urr,  the  contriver  of  the  whole 
C(Misi)ii:icv,  toevervbodv  concerned  in  it  was  as  the  sun  to  the 
])l.'U)ets  wiii(;l)  surround  iiini.  Did  he  not  bind  them  in  their 
respective  orbits  and  give  them  liieir  light,  tiieir  heat,  and 
tlieir  motion  ?  Yet  he  is  to  be  considered  an  accessorv,  and 
nieiuieriiassett  is  to  be  the  principal  ! 

"  Let  us  put  the  case  between  Hurr  and  Blonnerhassett.  I^t 
us  compare  tiie  two  men  and  settle  this  question  of  prcce- 
denc^e  between  them.  It  mav  save  a  «xood  deal  of  troublesome 
ceremony  hereafter. 

"  Who  Aaron  Burr  is,  we  have?  seen  in  part  already.  I  will 
add,  that  begiiming  his  operations  in  New  York,  he  associates 
with  him  men  wliose  wealth  is  to  supply  the  necessary  funds. 
l*ossessed  of  tlie  main  spring,  his  personal  labor  cont rives  all 
the  macliinerv.  JVrvadinix  the  continent  from  New  York  to 
New  Orleans,  he  draws  into  his  j)lan,  by  every  allurement 
which  he  can  contrive,  men  of  all  ranks  and  descriptions.  To 
youtjjful  ardor  lie  presents  danger  and  glory ;  to  ambition, 
rank,  and  titles,  aixl  honors;  to  avarice,  the  mines  nf  Mexico. 
To  each  person  whom  he  addresses  he  j»reseiitj«  the  object 
adapted  to  his  taste.     His  recruiting  oilicers  are  ap|>oiiiied. 
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Men  are  engaged  throughoat  the  continent.  Civil  life  is  in- 
deed quiet  upon  its  sui-face,  but  in  its  bosom  thin  man  has  con- 
trived to  deposit  the  materials  which,  with  the  slightest  touch 
of  his  match,  produce  an  explosion  to  shake  the  continent.  All 
this  his  restless  ambition  has  contrived  ;  and  in  the  autumn  of 
1806  he  goes  forth  for  the  last  time  to  apply  this  match.  On 
his  occasion  he  meets  with  Blennerhassett. 

"Who  is  Blennerhassctt  ?  A  native  of  Ireland,  a  man  of  let- 
ters, who  fled  from  the  storms  of  his  own  country  to  find  quiet 
in  ours.  His  history  shows  that  war  is  not  the  natural  clement 
of  his  mind.  If  it  had  been,  he  never  would  have  exchanged 
Ireland  for  America.  So  far  is  an  army  from  furnishing  the 
society  natural  and  proper  to  Mr.  Blennerhassett's  character, 
that  on  his  arrival  in  America,  he  retired  even  from  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Atlantic  States,  and  sought  quiet  and  solitude  in 
the  bosom  of  our  western  forests.  But  he  carried  with  him 
taste,  and  science,  and  wealth;  and  lo,  the  desert  smiled  !  Pos- 
sessing himself  of  a  beautiful  island  in  the  Ohio,  he  rears  upon 
it  a  palace  and  decorates  it  with  every  romantic  embellishment 
of  fancy.  A  shrubbery,  that  Shenstone  might  have  envied, 
blooms  around  him.  Music,  that  might  have  charmed  Calypso 
and  her  nymphs,  is  his.  An  extensive  library  spreads  its  treas- 
ures before  him.  A  philosophical  apparatus  offers  to  him  all 
the  secrets  and  mysteries  of  nature.  Peace,  tranquillity,  and 
innocence  shed  their  mingled  delights  around  him.  And  to 
crown  the  enchantment  of  the  scene,  a  wife,  who  is  said  to  be 
lovely  even  beyond  her  sex,  and  graced  with  every  accomplish- 
ment that  can  render  it  irresistible,  had  blessed  him  with  her 
love  and  made  him  the  father  of  several  children.  The  evi- 
dence would  convince  you  that  this  is  but  a  faint  picture  of 
the  real  life.  In  the  midst  of  all  this  peace,  this  innocent  sim- 
plicity and  this  tranquillity,  this  feast  of  the  mind,  this  pure 
banquet  of  the  heart,  the  destroyer  comes ;  he  comes  to  change 
this  paradise  into  a  hell.  Yet  the  flowei*s  do  not  wither  at  his 
approach.  No  monitory  shuddering  through  the  bosom  of 
their  unfortunate  possessor  warns  him  of  the  ruin  that  is  com- 
ing upon  him.  A  stranger  presents  himself  Introduced  to 
thw  civilities  by  the  high  rank  which  he  had  lately  held  in  his 
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country,  he  soon  finds  his  way  to  their  hearts,  by  the  d]o;iiity 
and  cloganee  of  his  demeanor,  the  light  and  beauty  of  liis  con- 
versatk)!!,  au<l  the  seductive  and  fascinating  power  of  his  ad- 
dress.    The  conquest  was  not  diflicult.   Innocence  is  ever  «in- 
ple  and  credulous.     Conscious  of  no  design  itself,  it  susjiects 
none  in  others.     It  wears  no  guard  before  its  breast.     Every 
door  and  ])()rlal  and  avenue  of  the  heart  is  thrown  o(H*n,  and 
all  who  choose  it  enter.   Such  was  the  state  of  Eden  when  the 
8er])ent  entered  its  bowers.   The  prisoner,  in  a  more  engaginsj 
fitrin,  winding  himself  into  the  open  and  un])ractieed  heart  of 
the   unfoilunate  Blennerhassett,  found  but  little  difliculty  in 
changing  the  native  character  of  that  heart  and  the  objects  of 
its  atKction.     J>y  degrees  he  infuses  into  it  the  poison  of  his 
own  ambition.  He  breathes  into  it  the  fire  of  his  own  courage; 
a  daring  and  desperate  thirst  for  glory ;  an  ardor  panting  for 
great  enterprises,  for  all  the  storm,  and  bustle,  and  hurricane 
of  life.     In  a  sliort  time  the  whole  man  is  changed,  and  every 
object  of  his  former  delight  is  relinqnisiied.     No  more  he  en- 
joys the  traiKpiil  scene:  it  has  become  fiat  and  insipid  to  his 
taste.     J  lis  books  are  abandoned.    His  retort  and  crucible  are 
thrown  aside.     His  shrubberv   blooms  and  bre.ithes  its  fi*a- 
granee  upon  the  air  in  vain  :  he  likes  it  n<»t.    His  ear  no  longer 
drinks  the  rich  melody  of  music ;  it  longs  for  the  trum|H>t*s 
clangor  and  the  cannon's  roar.     Even  the  prattle  of  his  balH?s, 
once  S(^  s\ve#'t,  no  hunger  atU'Cts  him  ;  and  the  angel    smile  of 
his  wifi',  which  hitherio  touchiMl  his  l.)osom  with  ecstaov  so  un- 
sj)eakal)h',  is  now  unseen  and   unfelt.     (Treater  objects  have 
taken  po<isession  of  his  soul.    His  imagination  has  been  d:izz!e<I 
by  visi(»ns  of  diadems,  of  stars  an<l  garters,  and  titles  of  nohil- 
ity.     He  has  been  taught  to  burn  with  restless  emulation  at 
the  nam«*s  of  great   her«>es   and  conquerors.     His  enchanted 
ishind  is  (lestine<l  soon  to  relapse  into  a  wilderness;  and  in  a 
teu'  months  we  tin<l  the  beautiful  and  tender  partner  of  hi< 
bosom  whom  he  lately  'jUTmitted  not  the  winds  of'  siimuier 
'to  visit  too  rontihlv,'  w(»  tin<l  her  shiverinu:  at  midniirht,  on 
ihe  winter  banks  of  the  Ohio,  and  minglinjj  her  tears  with  the 
to\Tents,  that  fri)ze  as  they  frll.     Yet  this  unfortunate*  man, 
thus  deluded  from  his  interest  and  his  happiness,  thus  seduced 
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from  the  paths  of  innocence  and  peace,  thus  confounded  in  the 
toils  that  were  deliberately  spread  for  him  and  overwhelmed 
by  the  mastering  spirit  and  genius  of  another  —  this  man,  thus 
ruined  and  undone,  and  made  to  play  a  subordinate  part  in  this 
grand  drama  of  guilt  and  treason — this  man  is  to  be  called  the 
principal  offender,  while  A€,  by  whom  he  was  thus  plunged  in 
misery,  is  comparatively  innocent,  a  mere  accessory !  Is  this 
reason  ?  Is  it  law  ?  Is  it  humanity  ?  Sir,  neither  the  human 
heart  nor  the  human  understanding  will  bear  a  perversion  so 
monstrous  and  absurd !  so  shocking  to  the  soul !  so  revolting 
to  reason !  Let  Aaron  Burr  then  not  shrink  from  the  high 
destination  which  he  has  courted,  and  having  already  ruined 
Blennerhassett  in  fortune,  character,  and  happiness  for  ever, 
let  him  not  attempt  to  finish  the  tragedy  by  thrusting  that  111- 
fiited  man  between  himself  and  punishment. 

"Upon  the  whole,  sir,  reason  declares  Aaron  Burr  the  prin- 
cipal in  this  crime,  and  confirms  herein  the  sentence  of  the  law ; 
and  the  gentleman,  in  saying  that  his  offense  is  of  a  derivative 
and  accessorial  nature,  begs  the  question  and  draws  his  con- 
clusions from  what,  instead  of  being  conceded,  is  denied.  It 
is  dear  from  what  has  been  said,  that  Burr  did  not  derive  his 
guilt  from  the  men  on  the  island,  but  imparted  his  own  guilt 
to  them ;  that  he  is  not  an  accessory,  but  a  principal ;  and 
therefore,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  objection  which  demands 
a  record  'of  their  conviction  before  we  shall  go  on  with  our 
proof  against  him.'' 

In  curious  contrast  with  this  oration  is  a  passage  in  a  letter 
from  Mrs.  Blennerhassett  to  her  husband,  written  on  the  3d 
of  August,  which  he  received  during  the  debate  of  which  Mr. 
Wirt'8  brilliant  fiction  was  a  part.  He  might,  indeed,  have 
been  reading  it  at  the  very  moment  that  Wirt  was  in  the  full 
flow  of  his  oratorical  romance.  "  Apprise  Colonel  Burr,'* 
she  wrote,  "  of  my  warmest  acknowledgments,  for  his  own 
and  Mrs.  Alston's  kind  remembrance ;  and  tell  him  to  assure 
her  she  has  inspired  me  with  a  warmth  of  attachment  which 
never  can  diminish.     I  wish  him  to  urge  her  to  write  to  me." 

In  contrast  only  less  striking  is  the  diary  of  Mr.  Blenner- 
hassett, which  he  kept  during  the  trial,  while  he  was  in  con- 
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fincmoiit.  When  Bleniierhassett  wrote  the  passages  aboat  to 
be  quoted,  he  was  already  in  dispute  with  Burr  and  with  Als- 
ton respecting  the  proper  apportionment  of  their  common  pe- 
cuniary loss.  Yet  he  could  write  of  him  in  terms  like  these: 
^^  Tlie  vivacity  of  Burr's  wit,  and  the  exercise  of  his  proper 
talents,  now  constantly  solicited  here,  (at  Richmond)  in  pri- 
vate and  public  exhibition,  while  they  display  his  powers  and 
address  at  the  levee  and  the  bar,  must  engross  more  of  his 
time  tlian  he  can  spare  from  the  demands  of  other  gratifica- 
tions ;  while  they  display  him  to  the  eager  eyes  of  the  multi- 
tude, like  a  favorite  gladiator,  measuring  over  the  arena  of  his 
fame  with  firm  step  and  manly  grace,  the  pledges  of  easy 
victory." 

'^  I  visited  Burr  this  morning.  He  is  as  gay  as  usual,  and 
as  busy  in  speculations  on  reorganizing  his  pntjects  for  action 
as  if  lie  ha<l  never  suHered  the  least  interruption.  He  ob- 
served to  Major  Smith  and  me,  that  in  six  months  our  schemes 
could  be  all  remounted ;  that  we  could  now  new  model  them 
in  a  bettor  moid  than  formerly,  having  a  better  view  of  the 
ground,  and  a  more  jierfect  knowledge  of  our  men.  We  were 
silent.  It  should  yet  be  granted,  that  if  Burr  posses^d  sen- 
sibility of  the  rii^ht  sort,  with  one  hundredth  part  of  the  en- 
ergies for  which,  with  many,  he  has  obtained  such  ill-grounded 
credit,  his  first  and  last  determination,  with  the  morning  and 
the  nii;:lit,  should  be  the  destruction  of  those  enemies  who 
have  so  long  and  cruelly  wreaked  their  malicious  vengeance 

on  him." 

4f  ^  4f  «  «  » 

^^  I  was  irlad  to  lind  Burr  ha<l  at  last  thought  of  .iskin*;  us 
to  dine  with  him,  as  I  was  rather  curious  again  to  see  liiiii 
shine  in  a  ptfrtie  qitarria^  consisting  of  new  characters.  We 
therefore  walked  with  him  fri>ui  court ;  Luther  Martin,  who 
lives  with  him,  accompanyini^  us.  The  dinner  was  neat,  and 
followed  by  three  or  four  sorts  of  wine.  Splendid  jx^verly! 
During  the  chit-chat,  after  the  cloth  was  removed,  a  letter 
was  handed  to  Burr,  next  to  whom  I  sat.  I  imniediatcly 
tmelt  musk.     ]3urr  broke  the  seal,  put  the  cover  to  his  noiCi 
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snd  then  handed  it  to  me,  saying — 'This  amounts  to  a  dis- 
closare.'  I  smelled  the  paper,  and  said,  *I  think  so.'  The 
whole  physiognomy  of  the  man  now  assumed  an  alteration 
and  vivacity  that,  to  a  stranger  who  had  never  seen  him  be- 
fore, would  have  sunk  full  fifteen  years  of  his  age.  *  This,' 
said  he,  *  reminds  me  of  a  detection  very  neatly  practiced 
upon  me  in  New  York.'  (He  then  related  the  story  of  the 
musk-scented  note,  given  in  a  former  chapter.) 

**  After  some  time  Martin  and  Prevost  withdrew,  and  we 
passed  to  the  topics  of  our  late  adventures  on  the  Mississippi, 
in  which  Burr  said  little,  but  declared  he  did  not  know  of  any 
reason  to  blame  General  Jackson,  of  Tennessee,  for  any  thing 
he  had  done  or  omitted.  But  he  declares  ho  will  not  lose  a 
day  after  the  favorable  issue  at  the  capitol  (his  acquittal),  of 
which  he  has  no  doubt,  to  direct  his  entire  attention  to  set- 
ting up  his  projects  (which  have  only  been  suspended)  on  a 
better  model,  '  in  which  work,'  he  says,  '  he  has  even  here 
made  some  progress.' " 

'*  I  have  seen  a  complete  file  of  all  the  depositions,  made 
before  the  grand  jury,  in  Burr's  possession.  It  must  be  con- 
fessed that  few  other  men,  in  his  circumstances,  could  have 
procured  these  documents  out  of  the  custody  of  offices  filled 
by  his  inveterate  enemies.  Burr  asserted,  to-day,  in  court, 
that  he  expected  documents  that  would  disqualify  £aton  as  a 
witness." 

**  As  we  were  chatting,  after  dinner,  in  staggered  the  whole 
rear-guard  of  Burr's  forensic  army  —  I  mean,  the  celebrated 
Luther  Martin,  who  yesterday  concluded  his  fourteen  houi>i' 
speech.  His  visit  was  to  Major  Smith,  but  he  took  me  by  the 
hand,  saying  there  was  no  need  of  an  introduction.  I  was 
too  much  interested  by  the  little  I  had  seen,  and  the  great 
things  I  had  heard,  of  this  man's  powers  and  passions,  not  to 
improve  the  present  opportunity  to  survey  him  in  every  light 
the  length  of  his  visit  would  permit.  I  accordingly  recom- 
mended oar  brandy  as  superior,  placing  a  pint-tumbler  before 
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him.  No  ceremonies  retanled  the  libation  ;  no  inquiries  so- 
licited him  upon  any  subject,  till  apprehensions  of  his  witb- 
drawinp^  su<;gested  some  to]>ic  to  quiet  him  on  his  scat. 
Were  I  now  to  mention  only  the  subjects  of  law,  politics, 
news,  et  cetera,  on  which  he  descanted,  I  should  not  be  be- 
hoved, when  I  said  his  visit  did  not  exceed  thirty-five  minutes. 
Imagine  a  man  capable,  in  that  space  of  time,  to  deliver  some 
account  of  an  entire  week's  proceedings  in  the  trial,  with  ex- 
tracts from  memory  of  several  speeches  on  both  sides,  includ- 
ing long  ones  ivom  his  own  ;  to  recite  half  columns  verbatim 
of  u  scries  of  ])apers,  of  which  he  said  he  is  the  author ;  to 
caricature  Jefferson;  to  give  a  history  of  his  acquaintance 
M'ith  Hiirr  ;  expatiate  on  his  virtues  and  sufferings,  maintain 
his  credit,  embellish  his  fame,  and  inters]>erse  the  whole  with 
senti'iitious  rej^iobations  and  praises  of  several  other  charac- 
ters ;  some  estiniate,  with  these  preparations,  may  be  Ibrmed 
of  this  man's  powers,  which  arc  yet  shackled  by  a  preliMnat- 
nral  secretion  or  excretion  of  Siiliva  which  embarrasses  his  de- 
livery. In  this,  liis  manner  is  rude,  and  his  language  ungram- 
matical  ;  ^^hich  is  cruellv  aLrirrnvated  upon  his  hearers,  bv  the 
verbosity  and  re])etition  of  liis  style.  With  the  warmest  jKis- 
sions,  that  hurry  him,  like  a  torrent,  over  those  characters  or 
topics  that  lie  most  in  the  way  of  their  course,  he  has,  by 
j>ractice,  Mcrcpiired  the  faculty  of  <MU'l>ing  his  feelings,  which  he 
never  snifers  to  charge  the  enemy  till  broken  by  the  su|K.Tior 
nunibers  of  his  arguments  an<l  authorities,  by  which  he  .always 
out-tlanks  him,  when  he  lets  loose  the  reserve  upon  the  center, 
with  redoubled  impetuosity.  Yet  fancy  has  been  denied  to 
his  mind,  or  grace  to  his  person  or  habits.  These  are  grc»ss, 
and  incajiabie  of  restraint,  even  upon  the  most  solemn  public 
occasions.  This  is,  at  all  times,  awkward  and  disgusting. 
Hence,  his  invectives  are  rather  coarse  than  pointed  ;  his  lmi- 
logiums  more  fulsome  than  pathetic.  In  shcu't,  every  trait  of 
liis  |K»rtrait  may  be  given  in  one  word  —  he  is  ^  t/ic  77«Av/ftJ» 

o/t/ie  /a/r.'" 
0  o  o  o  o  • 

"  Wirt  spoke  very  much  to  engage  the  fancy  of  his  hearers, 
to-day,  without  affecting  their  understanding.     For  he  can 
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not  reason  npon  tho  facts  before  him,  and  can  no  more  con- 
duct a  law  argument  than  I  could  raise  a  temple  ;  as  Jimius 
says  of  the  king:  'The  feather  that  adorns  him  supports  his 
flight ;  strip  him  of  his  plumage,  and  you  ^x  him  to  earth  !' '' 
•  *  •  «  * 

"I  called  on  Burr  this  morning,  when  he  at  last  men- 
tioned to  me,  during  a  short  tete-a-tete,  that  he  was  prepar- 
ing to  go  to  England ;  that  the  time  was  now  auspicious  for 
him,  and  he  wished  to  know  whether  I  could  give  him  letters. 
I  answered  that  I  8ui)posed,  when  he  mentioned  England,  he 
meant  London,  as  his  business  would  probably  be  with  people 
in  office ;  that  I  knew  none  of  the  present  ministry,  nor  did  I 
believe  I  had  a  single  acquaintance  in  London.  He  replied 
that  he  meant  to  visit  every  part  of  the  country,  and  would 
be  glad  to  get  letters  to  any  one.  I  said  I  would  think  of  it, 
that  I  might  discover  whether  I  had  any  friends  there  whom 
it  would  be  an  object  worth  his  attention  to  know,  and  took 
leave.  We  can  only  conjecture  his  designs.  For  my  part,  I 
am  disposed  to  suspect  that  he  has  no  serious  intent  of  rerlT- 
ing  any  of  Ids  speculations  in  America,  or  even  of  returning 
from  Europe  if  lie  can  get  there." 

Thus  Blennerhassett. 

It  may  as  well  be  further  stated,  that  Blennerhassett  was  7iot 
ruined  through  his  connection  with  Burr,  but  by  his  own  indo- 
lence and  folly,  aided  by  Jefferson's  embargo,  and  the  war  of 
1812.  Aller  the  trial  was  over  he  went  home  to  find  his  shrub- 
bery that  Shenstone  might  have  envied,  etc.,  laid  waste  by  the 
Vandals  of  the  Ohio  river,  who  had  taken  advantage  of  the  mas- 
ter's absence  to  gratify  their  abhorrence  of  elegance  and  taste. 
He  removed  afterward  to  Mississippi,  where  he  bought  a  cot- 
ton plantation  of  a  thousand  acres,  which  his  wife  managed,  and 
for  a  while  made  profitable.  But  the  contuiuance  of*  the  em- 
bargo, and  the  war  which  followed  it,  depressed  the  cotton 
interest,  and  completed  the  ruin  of  the  Blennerhassetts. 

If  Blennerhassett  had  never  seen  Aaron  Burr,  he  must  have 
run  throu<xh  his  fortune  in  a  few  vears  —  for  he  was  livini?  far 
beyond  his  income,  lind  was  singularly  destitute  of  the  ability 
to  add  to  his  capital.     Moreover,  he  probably  lost  less  in  pro- 
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))Oi  lion  to  bis  means  than  any  other  of  Burr's  leading  confed- 
eral c's. 

'^I'hf  jNissai^o  from  Mr.  Wirt's  speech,  which  is  cjiiote<l  above, 
always  aj>i»i'ali'il  strongly  to  Burr's  sense  of  the  riiHcuIous.  It 
was  a  stainliiii^  j^^^^  with  him  for  llie  rest  of  his  life.  He 
lauLijiRM]  over  the  recollection  of  it  a  thousand  times.  In  the 
coirijiany  of  fiuniliar  friends,  he  would  repeat  tiie  most  exaa:- 
prated  ])arts  of  the  speech,  and  then  narrate,  witli  a  kind  of 
humorous  exactness,  the  actual  facts  of  his  connection  with 
l>len?ierliassflt,  which  were  as  difl'erent  from  Wirt's  version  of 
them  as  Diet  ever  is  from  romantic  liction. 

I>!it  to  return  to  the  court-room. 

On  Sat  unlay  eveuhig,  August  29th,  the  great  dehatc  wa$ 
•  oiKJUiled  in  ail  impressive  sj)eech  by  Mr.  Randolph.  The 
lourt  ailjournrd.  On  Monday  morning,  the  Chief  Justiee 
wa-i  reailv  w  ith  his  decision,  which  everv  one  lelt  would  de- 
eidf  the  rase,  as  well  as  the  motion  to  exclude  t'urther  tesli- 
iiKMiy.  .Vii  overt  act  had  certainly  not  been  shown  ;  au'l  if 
the  jH-o-it-euti'in  weie  debarred  from  a«lding  testiinony  show- 
iiiL^  eriiiiiual  intriiliou,  the  case  nnisl  go  at  once  to  tlie  jury, 
wlio  (M.iild  not  lu">ilate  a  moment  to  accpiit  the  priMUier.  T  ic 
lM«MtliIf»  interest  with  wliirh  the  bar,  the  j)risoner,  and  ti;o 
andilnr-,  li>tcned  to  the  great  judge's  clear  and  cogent  reii-^ 
oniM'4.  niMV  )«?  imagined. 

'* 'llii' «jU(*«tion  now  to  be  dreidetl,"  li(i  began,  "'has  boi*u 
ar.rui'(l  in  a  ni:irni»r  worthy  of  its  imjiorlance,  ami  with  nn 
e.iriH'st nesN  evinein'_r  the  slroni^  eonvietion  felt  by  the  ctmnn'! 
on  «a<'h  >idi'  that  the  law  is  with  them.  A  degree  iif  vK- 
«j:u  iH-r  x'hhiui  displavi'd  on  any  <M"easion,  has  einbrllishvil  .t 
>oIitIiiv  ol'  arirunuiil  ami  a  depth  of  researrh.  bv  uhirli  tin' 
ffiint  lias  been  'j"?<'atlv  :iide.l  in  ffirminix  tin'  oitinioii  it  i>  aUMil 
to  (h'liviT.''  With  this  bri*'!'  intioiluetion,  he  proi*i'e«h"d  ut 
ii\n'('  to  LTrappK"  with  tin*  »iub)ei't,  and  disiv.issed  it  in  >o  im.i»- 
tt'ilv  a  manner,  that  one  iiJin'rant  of  law  mav  read  tlje  tU^ 
<iMon  still  with  interest  ami  pleasure,  merely  as  an  iss;iy  i»ii 
tlu»  nature  ami  eviilen<M»  of  treason.  The  readiie^  lasli'\l 
nearly  three  hours.  As  he  was  ahout  to  close,  the  Chief  Jii>l- 
ico  alluded  to  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  all  tiie  coun 
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8el  at  different  time.s,  respecting  the  political  considerations 
which  might  sway  the  mind  of  a  judge  in  deciding  a  case  like 
that  then  before  the  court.     He  made  this  alhision  with  excel- 
lent taste  and  judgment.    The  reader  will  peruse  with  admi 
ration  the  closing  paragraphs  of  this  celebrated  decision. 

"  Much  has  been  said  in  the  course  of  the  argument  on 
points  on  which  the  court  feels  no  inclination  to  comment  par 
ticularly;  but  which  may,  perhaps,  not  improperly  receive 
some  notice. 

"  That  this  court  dares  not  usurp  power  is  most  true.  That 
this  court  dares  not  shrink  from  its  duty  is  not  less  true.  No  * 
man  is  desirous  of  placing  himself  in  a  disagreeable  situation. 
No  man  is  desirous  of  becoming  the  peculiar  subject  of  cal- 
umny.  No  man,  might  he  let  the  bitter  cup  pass  from  him  ^  \ 
without  self-reproach,  would  drain  it  to  the  bottom.  But  if 
he  have  no  choice  in  the  case,  if  there  be  no  alternative  pre- 
sented to  him  but  a  dereliction  of  duty  or  the  opprobrium  of 
those  who  are  denominated  the  world,  he  merits  the  contempt 
as  well  as  the  indignation  of  his  country  who  can  hesitate 
which  to  embrace 

"That  gentlemen,  in  a  case  the  most  interesting,  in  the  zeal 
with  wlkich  they  advocate  particular  opinions,  and  under  tlio 
conviction  in  some  measure  produced  by  that  zeal,  should  on 
each  side  press  their  arguments  too  lar,  should  be  impatient  at 
any  deliberation  in  the  court,  and  should  suspect  or  fear  the 
operation  of  motives  to  which  alone  they  can  ascribe  that  de- 
liberation, is  perhaps  a  frailty  incident  to  human  nature;  but 
if  any  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  court  could  warrant  a  senti- 
ment that  it  would  deviate  to  the  one  side  or  the  other  from 
the  line  prescribed  by  duty  and  by  law,  that  con<bict  would 
be  viewed  by  the  judges  themselves  with  an  eye  of  extreme 
Boverity,  and  would  long  be  recollected  with  deep  and  serious 
regret. 

**  The  arguments  on  both  sides  have  been  intently  and  de- 
liberately considered.  Those  which  could  not  be  noticed, 
mncc  to  notice  every  argument  and  authority  would  swell  this 
opinion  to  a  volume,  have  not  been  disregarded.  The  result 
of  the  wtolc  is  a  conviction,  as  comjilete  as  the  mind  of  the 
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cc>i\rt  is  capable  of  receiving  on  a  complex  subject,  that  the 
motion  must  i)revail. 

"  No  tcstiniony  relative  to  the  conduct  or  declarations  of 
the  ])nsoner  elsewhere  and  subsequent  to  the  transaction  on 
IJIormerhassett's  Island  can  be  admitted  ;  because  such  testi- 
mony, beini^  in  its  nature  merely  corroborative,  and  incomjHN 
tout  to  ])rove  the  overt  act  in  itself,  is  irrelevant  until  there  l>e 
]»ro()f  of  the  overt  act  by  two  witnesses. 

"  This  opinion  docs  not  comprehend  the  ])roof  by  two  wit- 
nesses that  the  meeting  on  J>lennerhas8ett'8  Island  was  prc»- 
cnred  by  the  j)nsoner.  On  that  pohit  the  court  for  the  pre:^ 
cut  withlu)!(ls  its  opinion  for  reasons  which  have  been  already 
assigned  ;  and  as  it  is  understood  from  the  statements  made 
nn  the  i)art  of  the  jn'osecution  that  no  such  testimony  exists. 
If  there  be  such,  let  it  be  oftered ;  and  the  court  will  decide 
lipon  it. 

''The  jury  have  now  heard  the  oj>inion  of  the  coui-t  on  tlie 
law  of  the  ease.  Tliey  will  apply  that  law  to  the  fads,  and 
^vill  lind  a  verdiet  of  ofuiltv  or  not  «j^uiltv  as  their  own  con- 
seiinoe^  mnv  direct." 

When  the  judsjje  ceased,  and  the  irrepresNible  l>nzz  (»f  ex- 
citement wliieh  arose  in  the  court-nHwn  ha<l  subsidoil,  Mr. 
Hay  requested  time  for  himself  and  his  associates  to  refli.cl 
upon  the  decision.  No  one  ohjeeting,  the  court  adjt»unu'il 
nnlil  the  next  morning,  when  Mr.  Hay  intimated  his  wiliinj;- 
ness  to  let  the  ease  go  to  the  jury  without  further  rern;irk. 
The  jiuv  retired.  In  a  few  minutes,  thev  returned  with  the 
fi»II<»wing  irregular  verdiet,  which  was  read  by  the  foreman: 

*'  Wi\  of  the  jury,  say  that  Aaron  Burr  is  not  ]>rovcd  tn  W 
uiiiliv  under  the  indictment  bv  anv  evidence  submitted  to  us 
AVc,  therefore,  iin<l  him  not   LTuiltv.'" 

Colonel  IJurr  rose  and,  in  a  manner  more  like  vehcnU'ii'V 
than  he  had  before  exhibited,  j)rotested  against  the  fonn  ''f 
the  verdict,  and  deitian<led  that  it  be  rendered  in  tlie  umwI 
terms.  An  animated  conversation  arose,  in  whicli  priv»niT, 
judge,  comisel,  and  jury,  all  took  part ;  ami,  at  length,  as  s»-»mo 
of  the  jury  would  not  consent  to  an  alteration,  the  matter  was 
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compromised  by  accepting  the  verdict  as  rendered,  but  enter- 
ing it  on  the  record,  simply,  "  not  guilty." 

A  messenger  bore  the  news  of  the  acquittal  to  Theodosia. 
"While  her  father  was  insisting  upon  liis  right  to  a  more  ample 
vindication  at  the  hands  of  tlie  jury,  she  was  writing  the 
intelligence  to  a  dear  friend,  the  wife  of  one  of  her  mother's 
sons,  in  whose  family  archives  it  is  still  preserved.  I  am  per- 
mitted to  copy  the  part  of  it  which  relates  to  Colonel  Burr : 

**  I  have  this  moment  received  a  niessa<;e  from  court  an- 
nonncing  to  me  that  the  jury  has  brought  in  a  verdict  of  ac- 
quittal, and  I  hasten  to  inform  you  of  it,  my  dear,  to  allay  the 
anxiety  which,  with  even  more  than  your  usual  sweetness, 
you  have  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the  22d  of  July.  It 
afflicts  me,  indeed,  to  think  that  you  should  have  suffered  so 
much  from  sympathy  with  the  imagined  state  of  my  feelings 
—  for  the  knowledge  of  my  lather's  innocence,  my  ineffable 
contempt  for  his  enemies,  and  the  elevation  of  his  mind,  have 
kept  me  above  any  sensations  bordering  on  depression.  In- 
deed, my  father,  so  far  from  accepting  of  sympathy,  has  con- 
tinually animated  all  around  liim  ;  it  was  common  to  see  his 
desponding  friends  tilled  with  alarm  at  some  new  occurrence, 
terrified  with  some  new  appearance  of  danger,  fly  to  him  in 
search  of  encouragement  and  support,  and  laughed  out  of 
their  tears  by  the  subject  of  them.  This  I  have  witnessed 
every  day,  and  it  almost  persuaded  me  that  he  possessed  the 
secret  of  repelling  danger  as  well  as  ai)prehension.  Since  my 
residence  here,  of  which  some  days  and  a  night  were  passed 
in  the  penitentiary,  our  little  family  circle  has  been  a  scene  of 
uninterrupted  gayety.  Thus  you  see,  my  lovely  sister,  this 
visit  has  been  a  real  party  of  pleasure.  From  many  of  the 
first  inhabitants  I  have  received  the  most  unremittins:  and 
delicate  attentions,  sympathy,  indeed,'  x)f  any  I  ever  expeii 
enccd." 

-^  The  news  was  received  by  Mr.  Jefferson  with  very  dift*erent 
{ feelings.     He  wrote  immediately  to  Mr.  Ilay,  telling  him  to 
'let  no  witness  depart  without  taking  a  copy  of  his  evidence, 
jwhich,  said  he,  is  "7iOM>  more  important  than  ever!''^  thus  in-   .'^ 
jtimatiag,  that  the  real  object  of  the  prosecution  was  r.ot  so 
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much  to  convict  Aaron  Burr  of  trcAflon,  as  to  acqnit  ThomaR 
JeflTorson  of  ])rocipitate  and  ndiciilous  credulity.  "  The  crim- 
inal," (.•onlinuo<l  the  President,  "  is  preserved  to  l>ecomc  tho 
rallying-polnt  of  all  the  disaffected  and  worthless  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  to  1>(>  the  ])ivot  on  which  all  the  intrigues  and  con- 
spiracies whir.h  f(>rei<(n  governments  may  wish  to  disturb  us 
with,  are  to  turn.  If  he  is  convicted  of  the  nnsdemcaiior,  the 
judixo  must  in  decency  give  us  respite  by  some  short  confine- 
ment of  him;  but  we  must  expect  it  to  be  very  short.  Be 
assured  yourself,  and  communic^ato  the  same  assurance  to  yonr 
colleaixnos,  that  vour  and  their  zeal  and  abilities  liave  been 
disj)layed  in  tliis  affair  to  my  entire  satisfaction  and  your  own 
honor."' 

But  llie  i^risoner  was  not  convicted  of  "  the  misdemeanor." 
The  day  alU'r  being  acquitted  of  treason  he  was  released  from 
]>ns()n  on  bail,  atid  the  proceedings  on  the  charge  of  misdis 
nicinor  be^an.  Colonel  Burr  and  his  counsel  contended,  in  a 
debate  of  nianv  lioiir<,  that  a  man  can  n<»t  lawfullv  be  tried 
twice  for  the  same  ciiVense  ;  and  that  the  verdict  ot'  the  jury 
entitled  him  to  a  complete  discharge.  It  was  decided  other- 
wise, however,  and  the  new  trial  lini^ered  dav  after  dav,  week 
alter  week,  with  reams  of  argument  up<>n  every  ]>oinl,  until 
the  \:i^\  week  in  ()et«»ber.  Wilkinson  was  examined,  and  X*M 
his  sinrv.     Mn(  li  li:is  been  ma«le  bv  the  friends  of  Burr  of 

ft  V 

AVilkiu'-on's  :idmi>.Ni«»n  that  he  made  certain  sliirht  alteratiiMis 
in  the  eiplier-letiei',  and  then  swore  that  his  versi«)ii  of  it  was 
a  trtu?  <hii|»ljering  of  the  original.  The  admission  may  con- 
drum  Wilkinson,  but  does  nut  exonerate  Burr,  because  liio 
alleiMtions  <lo  n(»t  alfeet  the  ^reneral  dritl  of  the  letter  —  do 
not  alVtet  the  fael  tliat  Aaron  Ibirr,  who  ])lunied  himself  u|nhi 
his  soldierly  honor,  tried  to  iinluce  a  soldier  to  adopt  a  courM? 
of  j»roeeeding  which  was  contrary  to  tiie  kni)wn  poliey  of  the 
g<»vernment,  who've  c«nmiiis>ion  he  held,  and  wii4»se  uniform  he 
won\  Not.  hasiilv  wouhl  I  condenuj  a  man  whose  errors  were 
expiated  as  no  man's  ever  were  expiated  before,  and  ujmiu 
whom  the  craven  rhetoricians  have  tlolighted  to  heap  oppro- 
}>rious  epitiiets.  Ibit  so  much  must  be  admitted:  As  huig  as 
e  cipher-letter,  as  deciphered  by  the  grand  jury,  exists  uuex- 
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plainod,  so  long  mast  Aaron  Burr  be  denied  a  place  in  the 
catalogue  of  those  who  have  attempted  great  enterprises  by 
honorable  means  alone. 

lie  was  acquitted  of  the  charge  of  misdemeanor,  on  the 
ground  that  the  offense  was  not  committed  in  Virginia,  but  in^ 
Ohio.  Burr  communicated  the  result  to  his  daughter,  who 
had  returned  to  South  Carolina,  in  these  words :  "  After  all, 
this  is  a  sort  of  drawn  battle.  The  Chief  Justice  gave  hia 
opinion  on  Tuesday.  After  declaring  that  there  were  no 
grounds  of  suspicion  as  to  the  treason,  he  directed  that  Burr 
and  Blennerhassett  should  give  bail  hi  three  thousand  dollars 
for  further  trial  in  Ohio.  This  opinion  was  a  matter  of  regret 
and  surprise  to  the  friends  of  the  Chief  Justice,  and  of  ridicule 
to  his  enemies  —  all  believing  that  it  was  a  sacrifice  of  princi- 
ple to  conciliate  Jack  Cade,  Mr.  Hay  immediately  said  that 
he  should  advise  the  government  to  desi/tt  from  further 
prosectUion.  That  he  has  actually  so  advised,  there  is  no 
doubt." 

Thus,  eight  months  after  his  arrest  in  Alabama,  and  six 
months  after  the  commencement  of  his  trial  at  Richnioiul,  he 
was  free  once  more.  The  trial  had  not  restored  his  good 
name.  The  ardent  Jeffersonians,  and  all  who  had  any  thing 
to  hope  from  the  favor  of  the  administration,  denounced  him 
without  mercy  or  moderation  —  the  papers  in  the  interest  of 
the  government,  of  course,  leading  the  cry.  If  the  Federal- 
ists seemed  to  give  him  a  faint  support,  it  was  only  because  to 
defend  Burr  was  to  disgust  Jefferson.  He  was  a  ruined  man. 
There  was  no  resource  left  for  him  in  his  own  country,  even 
if  there  was  a  place  in  it  where  his  person  would  be  safe. 

Late  in  the  autumn,  he  went  to  Baltimore,  where  he  was 
entertained  in  princely  style  by  Luther  Martin.  Mr.  Barney 
tells  an  anecdote  or  two  respecting  his  stay  in  Baltimore.  One 
day,  while  he  was  dining  with  a  large  company  at  Luther 
Martin's  house,  a  military  company,  with  a  band  playing  a 
lively  air,  passed  the  house.  It  was  sui)posed  that  the  com- 
pany intended  to  compliment  Colonel  Burr,  who,  accordingly 
rose  from  the  table,  threw  open  the  window,  and  gracefully 
bowed  to  them. 
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"AVliy,  colonel,"  exclaimed  a  humorous  fellow  in  the  rooQi, 
"  they  are  playing  the  Rogue's  March,  with  charged  bay- 
onots !" 

The  windows  were  quickly  closed,  the  company  returned  to 
their  wine,  and  voted  the  captain  of  the  company  to  be  a  very 
oilicious  individual.  "The  next  day,*'  continues  Barney, 
"  strolling  down  Market-street,  arm  in  arm  with  my  persecu- 
ted friend,  Mr.  Hughes  overtook  us.  '  Colonel,'  said  he,  '  pa$s 
Li^ht-street  without  looking  down  —  Fountain  Inn  is  sur. 
roiuided  by  groups  of  your  admiring  friends.  Captain  P^niiiy 
is  out  of  uniform  to-day,  but  there  is  a  general  desire  mani- 
fested to  give  you  a  warm  reception  in  citizens'  clothes.  You 
must    take   your   dei»arture  without  further  civil  or  inilit.irv 

••I.  « 

lionors  bluing  conferred  ujjon  you.'  With  his  accustomed  C4i^- 
lerity  of  action  and  excellent  judgment,  the  colonel  called  a 
ha(!k  and  jumped  into  it. 

"^  Culonel,  my  friend  JJarney  will  accompany  you.  You  will 
have  a  ])Ieasant  <lrive  out  to  Ilerron's  Run.  I  will  seetne  a 
scat  in  the  staire  coach,  lake  charLTe  of  vour  baLTixairo,  swop 
you  for  niv  friend  Harnev,  brini^  him  home,  and  sentl  vou  on 
your  way  to  rejoice  escaping  being  hustled  by  a  I>altiniurc 
niol).' 

*'  Colonel  r>urr  inliinatcd  that  he  was  too  old  a  soldier  to  run 
away,  in  that  manner,  fn»m  a  lawless  mob.  'That  is  ail  fine 
bravado,'  said  Hughes;  '  Uarney  and  I  have  nodcMre  to  shoot 
down,  or  be  shot  bv  our  fellow-citizens.  You  mav  throw  your 
life  awav,  colonel,  but  this  biiirht  world  has  too  manv  attrac- 
tions  for  us  to  throw  away  o!us  in  <lefending  you,  when  a 
i)leasant  ride  of  half  an  hour  will  save  vou  from  danjrer,  and 
restore  us  to  our  alVectionate  parents.'" 

He  yielded,  and  was  seen  no  more  in  Baltimore. 
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KKAUII,  AXD    MirLGKAVK  —  TlIRKATKN ED  VTITH  EXPULSION   FROM  ENGLAND — CLAIMS 

TO  BR  A  BRiTifiii  Subject  —  His  Success  in  Society — Charles  Lamb — Bkntiiaii 
—  ANRCDorm  or  Bi'rb  and  Bentiiam  —  Hw  Occupations  in  London  —  Plans  fob 
Ketrievino  nis  Fortunes — Samuel  Swartwout's  Scheme  —  Bceu's  Toue  in  tux 
Nobth  —  A  Month  ik  EDiNbUBO  —  Turbatened  with  Arrest. 

At  that  time,  as  now,  British  mail-packets  sailed  from  New 
York  and  called  at  Halifax  on  their  way  to  England.  The 
Clarissa  was  the  packet  for  Jnne,  1808.  Among  the  twenty- 
six  passengers  who  overcrowded  the  cabin  of  the  Clarissa  on 
that  voyage,  was  a  silent,  reading,  gentlemanlike  person,  who 
appeared  in  the  passenger  list  as  G.  IL  J'JJu^ards,  He  occu- 
pied a  third  part  of  a  small  state-room,  and  paid  sixty  guineas 
for  his  passage.  There  was  no  Mr.  Edwards  on  board  when 
the  ship  left  her  wharf  at  New  York,  but  as  she  lay  at  anchor 
one  evening  in  the  lower  bay  waiting  for  a  fair  wind,  a  pilot- 
boat  swept  round  her  bows,  and  lay  to  while  a  skiff  conveyed 
another  passenger  to  her  side.  It  was  known  to  no  one  but 
the  captain  tiiat  this  passenger,  announced  as  the  expected 
Mr.  Edwards,  was  Aaron  Burr. 

For  a  month  previous  he  had  been  concealed  in  New  York, 
or  its  vicinity,  at  the  houses  of  his  friends.  His  movements 
during  that  period  were  shrouded  in  mystery.  His  conduct 
was  that  of  a  man  fearing  arrest  for  a  capital  oft'ense,  rather 
than  that  of  one  who  had  just  been  acquitted.  Thoodosia  was 
in  the  city.  Letters  jiassed  between  the  father  and  daughter 
daily,  in  which  plans  for  meeting  were  discussed  with  the  cau- 
tion of  conspirators.     He  wrote  every  note  apparently  in  fear 

that  it  would  be  intercepted.  "  If  we  should  not  meet  to-day," 
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lie  tells  her  on  one  occasion,  "I  shall  write  something  in  which 
I  sh:ill  speak  of  you  in  the  third  person,  under  the  name  of 

Anne." 

During  this  hurried  and  anxious  month  he  is  still  his  daugh- 
ter's tutor  and  thoughtful  adviser.  Ho  gently  roj>roves  her 
for  not  acknowledt^ing  the  receipt  of  each  article  of  bis  lart 
enclosure,  and  says  he  thought  she  was  long  ago  cured  of  that 
negligent  way  of  answering  a  letter.  He  jn-aises  the  fortitude 
with  wliicli  she  supports  the  agony  of  the  coming  separation. 
!!(;  oonunciids  her  epistolary  stvlo.  *' There  is,"  he  s:ivs,  "a 
seleolion,  an  energy,  and  aptitude  in  your  expressions,  which, 
to  use  the  vulgar  male  slang,  is  not  Jlr/iinine.'*'*  lie  tells  her, 
that  while  h(>  is  in  Euroj>e  he  may  ]iut  her  in  correspondence 
with  litcrarv  characters,  and  cautions  her  against  takin^r  the 
tone  of  one  who  fi-rls  herself  tlattered  hy  such  a  correspond- 
ence. ( )!'  all  animals,  he  says,  authors  are  the  vainest  ;  no 
eulogifs  of  their  wnrks  ran  he  too  gross,  or  too  ollen  repi'ati-d. 
Yet  he  ailvi^i"^  her  to  1)1*  discriminate  in  her  ]>raisi',  solectini* 
llur  real  mciit'^  of  a  work  for  remark,  which  will  hoth  prove 
her  (liNccrnnicnt  and  save  her  sin(HM'it  v.  All  su<'h  letters  l.o 
ad«ls  will  he  snre  at  some  time  or  other  to  get  into  print, 
lit-  tenderly  j)repai'<'d  Ikt  tor  the  last  interview,  which  IjO 
feared  would  Im"  m«>re  than  she  could  hear.  One  wh<»!e  night, 
he  assure-  her,  thev  shall  be  toLfether  before;  the  linal  senarri- 
tion.  *'  Make  ha-tc/'  he  said,  *'  to  srather  streiMjth  for  tlie  of- 
ea>i(»n  ;  voiir  elVoits  on  the  late  interview  were  wondertui,  and 
(tixI  ''Tant  thev  mav  not  haviM'xhansted  vou  I''  The  dreaded 
eveiiinLT  arrived.  The  last  words  r)f  love,  and  LTrief,  anil  hoTM- 
Were  s|.ok<'ii;  the  I'athei'  tore  himself  from  liis  daughter's  :\viu<. 
nn-l  si  oh'  a.nav  t«>  tht-  boat  that  was  in  waitinc:  t<>  convev  !:ijri 
down  thr  harbor  t(»  tin*  L<>ng  Island  shore. 

Ibur  n<id  every  j)reeaiition  t<>  conceal  his  dej»arture.  II-.' 
hdl  with  Airs.  AUton  the  outline  of  a  paragraj>h  to  he  sit 
alloat  in  the  pa]»er-^  at'ier  the  shij)  had  sailed,  to  the  etVrct  ti:  «1 
on  aceitain  ilav  Colonel  Uurr,  \\ith  one  Frenchman  and  t\\" 
Americans,  had  |ia--<'d  through  a  designated  place  on  bis  \^  ly 
to  Cana<la.  lie  leli  the  citv  on  the  1st  of  dune,  hut  t):i-  >:.:)> 
did  not  sail  till  tlu;  0th.     Those  <lay»«  nf  waiting  he  ]»a'<>e'l  «n 
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the  shores  of  the  harbor,  crossing  occasionally  from  Long  Inl- 
and to  Staten  Island,  and  visiting  such  friends  in  the  neigh- 
borhood as  wore  in  his  secret.  Like  a  criminal,  he  fled  front 
the  country  which  had  once  delighted  to  honor  him  —  tioin 
the  city  in  whose  counsels  his  voice  had  been  potential,  and 
of  whose  society  he  had  been  esteemed  an  ornament. 

At  Hali&x  he  received  letters  of  introduction  from  Sir 
George  Prevost  to  his  family  and  friends  in  England  ;  also,  a 
passport  certifying  that  "G.  H.  Edwards  was  bearer  of  dis- 
patches to  the  Right  Honorable  Lord  Castlerengh,  at  whose 
office  he  was  immediately  to  present  himself  on  his  arrival  in 
London."  Thirty-five  days  after  leaving  New  York,  the 
packet  anchored  in  the  harbor  of  Falmouth,  and  on  the  10th 
of  July,  1808,  Colonel  Burr  was  in  London.  On  his  arrival, 
he  was  at  once  domesticated  in  the  family  of  the  Prevoata,  the 
relatives  of  bis  late  wife,  and  of  Theodosia. 

On  the  very  day  which  brought  Colonel  Burr  within  sight 
of  the  cliffs  of  Albion,  Joseph  Bonaparte  entered  Madrid  as 
King  of  Spain.  This  was  the  first  public  news  of  imjiortance 
that  reached  London  after  Burr's  arrival.  He  must  have 
heard  the  intelligence  with  dismay,  for  a  man  so  acute  as  ho 
most  have  discerned  that  such  an  event  was  death,  or  long 
postponement,  to  his  dearest  hopes. 

He  went  to  Eurojie  with  the  design  of  laying  before  the 
cabinet  of  England,  or  the  Emperor  of  France,  his  plans  for 
the  independence  of  Mexico,  and  of  procuring,  at  least,  the 
authorization  of  one  of  them  for  carrying  out  his  schemes  of 
personal  aggrandizement  and  elevation  in  that  country.  But 
Joseph  Bonaparte's  assumption  of  the  Spanish  throne  w.ts 
precisely  the  event,  of  all  others  conceivable,  to  .ibsoliitety 
dose  the  ears  of  both  govemmeiita  to  such  an  apprn-ation, 
England,  before  on  ill  terms  with  Npain,  promptly  took  the 
part  of  the  dethroned  king,  and  sent  the  flower  of  her  armies 
to  the  Peninsular  war.  England  was  jniblicly  and  irrevoea- 
bly  committed  to  the  cause  of  the  exiled  monarch,  and,  of 
course,  to  the  integrity  of  his  domiiiioniii.  To  ask  Napoleon's 
consent  to  the  independence  of  Moxioo  would  have  xeemcd 
Komething  like  soliciting  his  consent  to  the  partition  of  the 
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French  empire.  Mexico  wor  part  of  the  kingdom  which  ho 
ruled  through  his  brother  Joseph.  Mexico  was  his.  If  he 
had  been  disposed  to  give  it  away,  an  adventurer  from  far  off 
Amoricii  would  not  have  been  the  selected  recipient.  A  mul- 
titude of  political  combinations  can  be  imagined  which  would 
have  rendered  one  or  the  other  of  the  hostile  govei-nments  an 
eager  listener  to  the  bland  and  able  representations  of  Aaron 
Burr.  Unfortunately  for  him,  perhaps  unfortunately  for  Mex- 
ico, affidrs  took  the  turn  whidi  excluded  his  proposals  even 
from  considel'ation. 

But  l^urr  was  not  a  man  to  yield  without  an  effort.  He 
proceeded  immediately  to  business.  He  had  interviews  with 
Mr.  Canning,  Lord  Ciistlereagh,  Lord  Mulgrave,  and  many 
other  official  ])ersons,  to  whom  his  plans  were  made  known. 
He  received  not  thesliixhtest  encouraurenient.  One  of  histirst 
letters  to  his  daugliter  announced,  that  "  Me.Yico  liad  been 
abandoned."  "  This  certainly  was  inevitable,"  replied  the 
fond  Tlieodosia ;  "  but  I  can  not  part  with  what  has  so  long 
lain  near  my  heart,  and  not  feel  some  regret,  some  sorrow. 
Ko  doubt  there  are  many  other  roads  to  hap]»iness,  but  this 
aj)i>eared  so  perfectly  suitable  to  you,  so  complete  a  remune- 
ration for  all  the  past,  it  so  entirely  coincided  with  my  wishes 
relative  to  yon,  that  I  cherished  it  as  my  comfort,  even  wlien 
illness  scarcely  allowed  me  any  hope  of  witnessing  its  com- 
pletion. My  knowledge  of  your  character,  however,  eonsoleii 
me  greatly.  You  will  not  remain  idle.  TIjc  situation  in 
which  you  are  jjlaccd  would  excite  apathy  itself,  and  your 
mind  needs  no  external  impulse." 

It  was  not  even  ircrtain  that  the  adventurer  would  be  per- 
mitted to  resi<le  in  KuLjlaiul.  After  a  few  weeks  of  active  ex- 
ertion  in  London,  he  received  one  day,  as  ho  was  leaving  for 
the  country,  a  very  jiointed  A  <//^(',s^  from  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
one  of  the  Se(rretaries  of  State,  that  he  should  present  hiinsrlf 
forthwith  at  the  Home  Ofhce.  He  went.  What  transpireil 
is  not  }>recisely  known.  But  his  right  to  live  in  England  w:w 
so  .seriously  called  in  (piestion,  that  he  was  driven  to  demand 
it  on  the  ground  that  he  was  born,  and  still  remained,  a  Jirithik 

llfecL    ]jord  Hawkesbury  pronounced  the  claim  monstrous. 
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But  Burr  was  the  better  lawyer  of  the  two,  and  knew  well 
the  pecaliarities  of  British  laws  respecting  citizenship.  The 
question  puzzled  the  whole  cabinet,  was  referred  to  the  law 
officers  of  the  crown,  and  was  some  months  in  arriving  at  set- 
tlement. Meanwhile,  the  claimant  lived  and  wandered  in  En- 
gland at  his  pleasure.  Such  a  claim,  from  a  man  who  had 
been  for  four  years  in  arms  against  the  King  of  England,  and 
who  had  filled  the  second  office  in  that  victorious  republic, 
whose  creation  dismembered  the  British  empire,  was  an  amus- 
ing instance  of  Burr's  lawyerly  audacity.* 

Colonel  Burr,  then,  was  not  a  historical  person  in  Europe, 
the  great  events  of  the  time  submerging  his  public  schemes. 
Yet  I  think  it  w^orth  while  to  narrate  with  some  minuteness 
bis  personal  adventures  in  the  old  world,  because  many  of 
them  were  highly  curious  and  characteristic,  and  the  narrative 
affords  an  occasional  glimpse  of  the  most  stirring  time  this 
century  has  known, 

Europe  was  in  arms.  Every  human  interest  was  subordi- 
nate to  the  gigantic  Napoleonic  wars.  Napoleon  was  near 
the  pinnacle  of  his  greatness.  During  this  very  autumn, 
Burr's  first  season  in  Europe,  the  French  emperor  was  the 
central  fissure  of  that  dazzliuij:  corjorress  of  Erfurth,  wh(M*e  ho 
and  the  Czar  Alexander  met  on  the  raft  in  the  middle  of  the 
river,  and  vowed  eternal  friendship,  two  armies  looking  on. 
Baffied  England  was  still  resolute  to  hurl  the  parvenu  down. 
Before  the  year  closed.  Napoleon  was  in  Spain,  driving  before 
him  Sir  John  Moore  and  the  English  army,  in  that  terrible  re- 
treat which  Wolfe's  song  has  made  familiar  to  j)osterity ;  and 
England  had  diplomatized  a  new  coalition  against  the  con- 
queror which  summoned  him  from  victory  in  the  Peninsula  to 

♦  The  inort  absurd  reports  of  his  dcai|?ns  in  England  reached  America. 
Je0cri«on  wrote,  October  Hth,  1808 :  "  Burr  is  in  London,  and  is  giving  out 
to  his  friends  that  that  government  ofTers  him  two  millions  of  dollars  the  mo- 
ment ho  can  raise  an  ensign  of  rebellion  as  big  as  a  handkerchief.  Some  of 
his  partisans  will  believe  tins,  because  thov  wish  it.  But  those  who  know 
him  best  will  not  believe  it  the  more  becaiLso  ho  says  it.  For  my«elf,  evon  ir. 
his  mofit  flattering  periods  of  the  conspiracy,  I  never  entertained  one  moment's 
fear." 
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victory  more  splendid  on  the  Danube ;  to  victory  which  placed 
the  Austri:in  ein}>ire  at  his  mercy,  and  gave  him  the  fatai  hand 
of  Marie  Luiiiso.  The  breadi  between  Ensfland  and  the  Uni- 
tod  States  was  widening,  and  the  war  of  1812  was  casting  its 
baleful  shaduw  before.  The  British  attack  on  the  American 
frii^ate  Chcmpaikc^  and  the  consequent  embargo,  were  recent 
events.  The  i)assage  by  Congress  of  the  non-intercourse  act 
was  only  one  year  distant.  Communication  with  every  part 
of  the  world  was  dillicult,  and  travehng  on  the  continent  of 
Europe  was  obstructed,  where  it  was  not  impossible.  During 
the  years  o^  Ct^lonel  Burr's  residence  in  Europe,  no  essential 
ehaiiL^e  occurred  in  the  politics  or  the  position  of  the  great 
powers.     The  world  was  iilled  with  the  noise  of  war. 

Burr's  success  in  the  society  of  the  British  metropolis  may 
be  calh'd  brilliant.  The  men  best  worth  knowing  were  among 
liis  iutiniale  friends;  and  in  the  most  exclusive  circles  he  was 
a  ircqueiii  arwl  welcome  guest.  His  fame  had  gone  before 
hini.  lie  was  snnutinu'S  introduced  as  "the  celebrated  C«»l- 
oml  r>urr."  Jlis '"allair  with  Hamilton'' was  well  known  in 
li(>n(h)n,  as  were  also  his  recent  hiij^h  rank  in  the  United  Slates, 
his  <lownfail,  and  his  trial  for  treason.  With  inanv  of  tlie 
blither  i)nicers  of  the  iroverninent  we  fnul  him  intimate  duriii'^ 
the  wlioh'  period  of  his  stay  in  Euroj)e.  He  IukI  the  fatrie 
of  Holland  House,  then  the  center  of  a  biilliant  <»pj>osition, 
ami  tln'  resort  of  wit  and  nr^^^nins.  Ho  was  intimate  with  llic 
Karl  of  liridLTewater,  son  of  the  earl  famous  for  his  devolitm 
1i»  the  e.inal  sysleni.  (iodwin  was  his  fre<pient  associate,  to 
wlmni  he  owed  an  :ic<piaintance  with  Charles  Lamb.  Tiiere 
is  this  ti)o  brJL'f  narnition  of  Lamb  in  Burr's  Diarv:  '*  Airrred 
with  -Madame  (ioilwin  l<)r  renibzvous  at  Mr.  Lamb's  rooni^. 
He  is  a  writer,  and  lives  with  a  niai<len  sister,  also  literaire,  in 
a  fourth  storv.""  Lauih  was  then  but  in  his  thirl v-lhird  ve.ir, 
ami  kn<»wn  only  to  a  liU'rary  coterie.  Faseli,  the  painter,  was 
anoth<r<»f  Burr's  ae<piainlances  in  London.  With  the  higher 
]">wers  he  had  inllueiu'c  enouirh,  tlurinji;  his  first  three  in<inths 
in  KniL;lanrl,  to  procure  a  midshi|MnanN  warraitt  for  the  son  f^f 
a  ladv  whom  he  wished  to  oblit-e.  The  reader  will,  indeed, 
observe  that  into  whatever  eitv  or  countrv  Colonel  Burr  went. 
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he  took  his  place  at  once  in  itR  highest  circle,  and  associated 
chiefly  with  the  people  most  trnly  eminent.  This  was  the 
case,  too,  when  liis  lodgings  were  not  nameahle  to  West-End 
ears,  when  he  lived  upon  potatoes,  and  was  hungry  because 
his  stock  was  gone,  and  his.  exchequer,  reduced  to  two  half 
pence,  coald  not  afford  a  replenishment. 

Jeremy  Bentham  was  Buit's  dearest  friend  in  England, 
though  it  was  only  by  accident  that  he  became  acquainted  with 
him.  Bentham  was  a  man  of  fortune  who  devoted  the  leisure 
that  wealth  confers  to  pursuits  which  dignify,  if  thoy  do  not 
justify,  the  possession  of  independent  wealth.  The  greatest 
happiness  of  the  greatest  inimher  was  a  phrase  which  his  youth- 
ful eye  had  caught  from  "  the  tail  of  one  of  Priestley's  pam- 
phlets," and  his  life  was  spent  in  writing  treatises  which  applied 
that  principle  to  the  laws  and  institutions  of  States.*  The 
philosopher  was  now  more  than  sixty  years  old,  but  (so  slow 
is  the  growth  of  a  lasting  fame),  his  works  were  known  only 
to  the  thoughtful  few.  jiurr  used  to  say  that  no  one  in  th« 
United  States  appreciated  Jeremy  Bentham's  ideas  except 
)iimself  and  Albert  Gallatin.  To  Theodosia,  in  happier  days, 
he  had  been  accustomed  to  speak  of  Bentham  as  "  second  to 
no  man,  ancient  or  modern,  in  profound  thinking,  in  logical 
and  analytic  reasoning."  The  fortunate  accident  which 
brought  him  into  ])ersonal  relations  with  his  favorite  author 
is  related  by  M.  Dumont,  who  translated  Bentham's  works 
into  French. 

"  I  have  met,"  wrote  Dumont  to  Bentham,  "  with  a  person 
in  London  enjoying  a  celebrity  which  is  somewhat  embarass- 

♦  "  Bentham  himself,  and  even  the  creed  of  Bentham,  seema  to  me  compar- 
atively worthy  of  praise.  It  ii:  a  d<'terminato  heiug  what  all  th<?  world,  in  a 
cx)wardlv,  hali-and-lialf  manner,  was  tending;:  to  bo.  I-iCt  us  have  the  crisis  ; 
wo  sliall  have  either  death  or  tlio  euro.  I  call  this  jrri>«  steain-enj^ine  utili- 
tarianism an  approach  toward  new  faitli.  It  is  a  laying  down  of  cant ;  a 
ftiyin^  to  one's  self,  '  Well,  then,  this  world  is  a  dead  iron  machine,  the  god 
of  it  Gravitation  and  gcllish  Hunger;  let  us  hco  what,  by  chcH'kin^  and  bal- 
ancing, and  good  adjustment  uf  tootli  and  pinion,  can  be  made  of  it.'  Hcn- 
tliamism  has  somethinj^^  co:uj)lete,  manful,  in  such  learlL-S'^  conunittal  of  itself 
to  what  it  finds  true;  you  may  c^dl  it  Ilero^i*',  though  a  Ilcruism  with  its  cy«» 
put  oat" — Carlylk:  Utrots  and  Hero  Worship. 
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ing  to  him,  and  from  which  he  has  retreated  into  a  capita]  two 
thoiisnTid  longiios  from  his  home.  This  is  Mr.  Edwards  in  Lon- 
don ;  in  America,  it  was  Mr.  Burr.  We  met  at  dinner  —  ac- 
quaintance was  soon  established  between  us;  and  as  soon  as 
he  heard  nic  name<l,  he  inquired  with  an  air  of  surprise  and 
of  satisfaction,  if  I  were  the  person  to  whom  he  was  indebted 
for  liis  acquaintance  with  tlie  writings  of  Bentham.  He  had 
read  '  Principles,'  and  'Usury,'  and  as  soon  as  ho  saw  the  an- 
nouncement at  Paris,  had  sent  tor  sundry  copies.  He  spoke 
of  them  with  the  strongest  admiration  — said  they  were  the 
only  works  on  legislation  where  there  was  philosophical 
method;  that,  compared  to  these,  Montesquieu's  writings 
were  tritling,  etc.  He  added  that,  in  spite  of  his  recommen- 
dations, tli(\v  were  little  read  in  America,  wliere  any  thing 
retpiiring  studious  ai>i)lic;ition  is  neglected.  Nobody  but  Gal- 
latin liM<I  Celt  all  their  merit,  and  Gallatin  was  the  liest  head 
in  the  Tnilcd  States.  Mr.  Burr  was  anxiously  desirous  of 
knowing  the  author  —  of  j>assing  a  day  with  him;  this,  s;ud 
he,  wtjuld  be  a  satisfaction  f«)r  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  jkism'S 
all  the  autumn  in  England,  but  does  not  know  iiow  long  bt»- 
yond.  If  you  are  <!isposed  to  receive  him,  whetljer  in  town 
or  country,  let  nie  give  him  the  happy  news,  and  1  think  y«»u 
will  ndl  be  sorrv  vou  have  seen  him.  You  inav  tell  mo,  his 
duel  with  Ifauiilton  was  a  savage  atVair;  but  lie  iuis  no  desire 
whatever  to  break  your  head." 

ijenthani,  who  was  extremely  susceptible  to  appreciation, 
'nia<le  the  ilesire*!  response.  Colonel  iiurr  was  invited  to 
Barrow  (irreen,  near  London,  when?  the  sage  was  then  slay- 
in  lt,  and  *' i^reat,"  savs  Bt'iithaurs  bioi^rai^her, 'Mva**  his  ii»v 
on  n'ceivinir  the  invitation."  Bentham  onlered  a  horse  to  be 
s(Mit  to  London  to  convey  him  to  the  country,  but  Burr  had 
provided  a  h«)r.se  ol'  his  own. 

In  IJiMitham's  own  reminiscences,  we  fmd  only  brief  allusion 
to  his  inlirnacry  with  Burr.  "  I  was  brought  acquainted,''  he 
savs,  '*  with  Colonel  Aaron  Burr  thus:  he  had  ^iven  a  iren- 
end  (U'der  to  a  bookseller  to  forward  whatever  books  I  should 
publish.  I  was  then  verv  little  kuijwn.  This  was  very  ;r'>oii 
evidence  of  analogy  between  his  ideas  and  mine.     He  came 
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hera  expecting  this  government  to  assist  Ins  endeavors  ia 
Mczieo ;  but  the  government  lind  just  tlien  made  up  tlieir 
quarrel  with  Spain.  We  met;  lie  was  prejriiant  witli  interest- 
ing facta.  Uu  gave  me  hundreds  of  pai'ticulnrs  respecting 
Washington.  In  those  days,  I  used  to  go  to  Oxstead,  where 
there  ia  a  handsome  gentleman's  house,  called  Barrow  Green, 
which  was  occupied  by  Koc's  eldest  brother.  Burr  wunt 
there  with  mo ;  and  once,  when  I  went  to  Barrow  Green,  I 
lent  him  my  house  in  Qneen  Square  Place.  Ho  really  meant 
to  make  himself  emperor  of  Mexico.  lie  told  me  1  should  be 
the  legislator,  and  he  would  send  a  ship  of  war  for  nie.  He  I 
gave  me  an  account  of  his  duel  with  Hamilton.  He  was  sure  I 
of  being  able  to  kill  him  ;  so  I  thought  it  little  better  tlian  a 
murder.  He  seemed  to  be  a  man  of  prodigious  intrepidity  ; 
and  if  his  project  had  failed  in  Mexico,  ho  meant  to  set  np 
for  a  monarch  in  the  United  States.*  He  said  the  Mexicans 
\FOuld  all  follow  like  a  Houk  of  geusu." 

Tlieso  tcniperiite  words  (written  years  after)  give  no  idea 
of  the  warmth  of  their  friendship.  In  a  feiv  days,  we  find 
Colonel  Burr  living  at  Ben  thai  n's  lionse,  on  the  mosV  afiec- 
tionate  terms  with  its  master.  His  letters  of  this  period  ai'o 
filled  with  alio sions  to  his  "great  and  good  friend,  Jeremy 
Bcntham,"  of  whom  he  seldom  spoke  but  with  entliAiaam. 
To  Theodosia  lie  aaid  :  "  I  am  now  writing  in  Mr.  Bentham's 
room,  and  by  his  side.  He  wills  it  so,  insisting  that  there  a 
n  sort  of  social  intercourse  in  sitting  near,  and  looking  now 
and  then  at  one  another,  though  wo  are  separately  and  ever  * 
so  intensely  employed.  It  is  certainly  so."  In  another  letter, 
he  told  Theodosia  that  "  Mr.  Bentham's  coinitenanco  had  all 
that  character  of  intense  thought  which  slie  would  expect  to 
find  ;  but  it  was  impos.Mble  to  conceive  a  physiognomy  more 
strongly  marked  with  ingenuousness  and  |>liilanthropy.  Ho 
ia  about  sixty,  but  cheerful  even  to  playfulness."  To  Gov- 
ornor  Alston,  he  wrote :  "  He  is,  indeed,  the  most  perfect 
model  that  I  have  seen  or  im.igined  of  moral  and  iutelleclnni 
excellence.  Ha  is  the  most  intimate  friend  I  have  in  this  coun. 

*  The  old  geQtlemim'a  atcmoiT  woa  at  fkilt  Uore. 
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try,  and  my  constant  associfite.*'  To  Mrs.  Pfevost :  "  lie  ninst 
be  dead  a  hundred  years  before  he  will  be  known  ;  and  then 

he  will  bo  adored/' 

l^nrr  made  every  bodv  whom  he  loved  love  his  dansrhter; 
and  8o  we  soon  see  lientham  sending  a  set  of  his  *'  combusti- 
bles'' (works)  to  "my  dear  little  Tlieodosia."  She  read  them 
with  deliu^ht.  She  eau*jht  her  father's  enthusiasm.  One  of 
tlie  books,  as  yet,  existed  only  in  the  French  lan^na«;o,  and 
Theodosia,  in  that  graceful  manner  which  invested  ail  she  did 
with  a  ]>eeuliar  charm,  solicited  the  privilege  of  translating 
it  into  Knglish.  The  sage  was  cneh:inted,  and  the  translation 
was  begun. 

It  is  evi<lent  that  Colonel  Burr  stood  very  high  in  Ben- 
thain's  regard.  John  Bowring,  Bentham's  biographer,  says 
that  tljo  j)hil<>so])her,  in  consequence  of  his  communication 
witli  Colonel  Burr,  seemed  seriously  resolved  on  taking  up  his 
abode  for  some  years  on  the  table-lands  of  Mexico,  and  wa< 
only  <li^sua(l(Ml  by  the  extreme  dillicultvof  ijettincf  there,  .iml 
tlu*  r('])res('ntati«)ns  of  his  friends,  lientham  quaintly  makes 
tliis  jMojrct  kno\\r\  to  I-ord  Holland  in  a  letter,  dated  <)ctt)ber 
;J1,  isos:  *'  r  tV'i'l  myself,"  he  wrote,  "so  pinched  by  the  cold 
of  onr  Kfiglish  winters,  that  a  gn^at  jmrt  of  the  time  that 
wouhl  otln'rwisc  be  ein]>loyod  in  driving  the  quill,  is  consumed 
in  thinkiiig  of  the  cold,  and  endeavoring,  but  in  vain,  to  kee]» 
otV  that  un])!t'asant  sensation  without  bringing  on  worse.  But 
is  th<'r(?  no  heat  in  iin*  y  Yes;  but  as  it  corned  from  onr  En- 
glish tire-plaees,  sueh  is  the  heat,  as  neither  my  eyes,  nor  other 
]»arts  abnut  me,  are  able  to  endure.  Between  eyes  and  feet, 
j)erpetual  quarrel  about  heat;  feet  never  can  have  enough, 
eyes  never  little  enough  —  a  new  edition  of  the  old  ]>arabie 
nl'  the  nuMubers.  .Mtxieo,  from  a  variety  of  authoiities,  ]iri- 
vale,  as  well  as  ]Miblie,  I  have  learned  to  consider  as  affording 
a  eliinati.'  by  which  all  such  din\'r<'nces  would  bo  kept  at  rest. 
Tem[»erature  just  what  any  body  ]>leases.  If  you  want  it 
warmer,  you  go  dttir/i  a  few  iiuudred  yanls ;  if  cooler,  you  go 

That  so  cordial  a  feeling  should  have  existed  l)etwoen  two 
men  who,  in  some  particulars,  were  as  complete  contra.sts  as  the 


world  conld  furniah,  may  well  cscito  onr  Rnrprisc.  In  tlie 
\cry  letter  to  Lord  Holl.ind  just  quoted,  Bentliam  truly  do- 
lu^ribes  liiinself  as  "  completely  di.-ojtinlilied  for  every  tiling  that 
in  French  ia  called  Intrigue,  or  in  English  Politics."  Ho  wag 
also  eo  absent-minded  as  Rcarcely  to  be  trusted  in  tlie  sti'ects 
alone.  -  An  instance  of  this  infirmity  used  to  be  related  by 
Colonel  Biirr,  with  a  keen  relish  of  its  absurdity.  The  plii- 
loaoplier  and  himself  were  walking  one  day  in  Hyde  Purk,  en- 
gaged in  grave  discourse  upon  suhjects  of  high  import,  when, 
suddenly,  the  voice  of  Bentham  ceased.  Burr  looked  up. 
The  sage  stopped,  mused  a  nioinent,  turned  upon  his  heel,  and 
without  one  word  of  explanation,  broke  into  a  kind  of  gentio 
trot,  and  trotted  homeward,  never  onco  looking  back  to  his 
deserted  cotnpanion.  Burr  gaze<l  after  him  with  wonder,  but 
ioon  guessing  the  cause  of  this  curions  proceeding  to  be  an 
"  idea,"  merely,  he  continued  his  walk  alone,  and,  in  the  course 
of  an  hour  or  two,  went  homo  to  Bentliam's  house.  He  met 
the  philosopher  quite  na  usual,  and  neither  Bc-ntham  nor  him- 
Bolf  ever  alluded  to  the  occurrence.  Burr  said  that  any  one 
who  should  meet  Bentham  without  knowing  wiio  he  was, 
would  have  supposed  him  to  be  "a  little  touched  in  his  upj)er 
story." 

Bentham  himself  seems  to  have  been  struck  by  the  oddity 
of  such  a  fi'iendsliip,  and  scarcely  knew  what  to  ni.ake  of  it. 
"I  do  believe,"  he  wrote  to  Burr,  at  the  end  of  one  of  the 
three-sheeted  letters  ho  used  to  send  to  him  occasionally,  *'  I 
do  believe,  that  of  the  regard  you  liave  all  along  professed  fi>r 
me,  no  inconsiderable  part  is  true.  But  a  man  must  have  his 
eyes  well  about  liiin,  when  he  hnn  to  deal  with  leaders  of  flic- 
tions  and  professed  men-catchers,"  And  agJiiii :  "  To  know 
that  you  were  in  any  situation  that  could  turn  talents  such  as 
yours  to  the  benefit  of  anycimsiderahleiwrtof  mimkind  would 
afford  me  the  most  heartfelt  plensure.  In  any  other  I  should 
hure  said,  on  the  opjiosite  ex|W(:tation,  I  can  mil  even  profess 
to  give  you  any  gooil  wishes.  Fur  the  trade  oi  thront-nitlhig 
1  can  not  Bee  any  opi'nin<;s,  C'ihbni/c-}>lfiiitini/  would  be  bet- 
ter, if,  hajily,  any  ground  wore  to  be  got  for  it."  Itentham's 
letters  to  Burr  were  gossipy  and  rambling,  and  amazingly 
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\ou<x  —  cqiiivaltMit,  some  of  them,  to  fiflccn  or  twenty  pagei 

of  f'oolsc*.:\i). 

l>entljain  never  knew  of  Colonel  Burr's  ])Ocuniary  stmiu 
Two  or  tlnee  years  later,  when  he  was  reduced  to  tlie  l:u«t  ex- 
tremity of  indigenee,  he  never  breathed  a  syllable  of  his  eir 
eunistanees  to  Jeremy  Hontham,  who  was  then  himself  tein- 
l>orarily  e]nl>arrassed.  He  visited  the  8a<je  as  usual,  but  could 
not  tell  hitn,  a<(  he  did  Godwin,  the  secret  of  his  squalid  lodg- 
in  ITS.     J5ut  this  is  anticipating. 

P^or  the  ])re*^ent,  Colonel  Burr  passed  his  time  pleasantly 
en(>ui;h.  It  was  the  era  of  mechanical  inventhms.  The  dream 
of  (he  day  was  to  do  what  Fulton  had  recently  done,  revolu- 
tion izo  a  new  branch  of  industry  by  a  new  applic^'ition  of 
steam.  The  memoirs  and  letters  of  that  period,  show  it  to 
liave  been  f/te  fashion  to  take  an  interest  in  thiii^  inechani- 
(mI.  Hnrr,  besiiles  the  interest,  which  a  man  so  intelli<reni  a* 
lie  coiiM  not  ])iit  feel  in  the  inventions  of  the  time,  had  the 
i<h'a  that  bv  s()in(»  luckv  hit  of  the  kind  lie  mii^ht  retrieve  liis 
own  fortunes.  Tlie  mansion  of  the  Karl  of  I>rid^ewali*r  was 
then  th(^  resort  of  men  with  mechanical  ideas,  and  we  tir.d 
Cnlonrl  Ibirr  stavint;  there  a  week  at  a  time  listening;  to  tlieir 
<'\lM>s;iti«)Ms.  lie  confesses  that  he  found  it  a  bore*.  But  it 
bcc:iine  tlie  jjossible  emperor  of  Mexico  to  miderstantl  the 
canal  system,  and  he  forced  himsrlf  to  attend,  and  to  make 
the  remarks  evjx'cted  of  him.  On  one  (X'casion,  he  speak*  of 
t^ninix  out  of  his  wav  to  see  the  new  railroad,  tm  wbieh  be  bo- 
held  with  wonder,  fmr  horses  draw  fortv-tbnr  tons  of  niiT- 
chandise.  One  ni^jht  he  was  sleepless  with  an  idea  of  iniprov- 
in^c  the  steam  enijme.* 


*  Tli«.'  fDllowiiii^  lelt'.T  frtun  S:inmi'l  Swartwout  (who  w:h  al>-<>  in  l/^nili''0 
to  ];jirr,  i^  worth  ins'Ttin'c  im  ninuv  ntxt'Unts.  It  h  from  tlio  v;ihiahlo  .ui'  - 
^nij)li  «i»ll<  cti«»ii  (if  V.  J.  Dn-iT,  l!,-ii..  of  l*hil:ulcl])hia,  t()  whos.'  m>iirt"sy  I  im 
iml.hti'l  l'<»r  ii'Tmission  ti>  copv  it.  Tli«»  b-ftor  h  ilaleil  Londo!!.  Tlmrsi.iT. 
•J'ith  Aii„"i^l,  IsDS.  ami  is  .i'i<li-osst.sl  to  "CoImiuI  Ihirr,  at  Mr.  B"iilh;i:rri^ 
J'.arn»\v  <  In-fn.*' 

**  1  )i:  Ml  Sm:  I  r.i\\r'([  vc<t«"nl.»v  .it  Mr.  Smith's  kxldii-'H.  On-ut  MarlUiroij.-h- 
•troot,  but  In*  w;w  not  in  town.     1  loft  your  lotltT  with  my  adilr-s-s.  n  i]iK:jt- 


He  led  an  active  life.  We  catch  glimpses  of  tiim,  in  his 
nvfid  diary,  rushing  fiom  office  to  office  ;  "walking  fifty 
miles"  to  find  a  suitable  present  for  "  GampiDo ;"  dining  with 
"  the  ladies  of  Holland  House ;"  going  to  the  play  with  the 
Godwins  ;  talking  polities  with  Bcntliam  ;  expounding  Mexico 

Id|;  lo  know  irhcn  I  should  seo  him.    I  hava  lieard  noUung  ^DCe.    I  shall 
call  agiila  lo-dar. 

"  I  Lave  hail  a  long  ooaver<ation  this  morning  with  a  joung  gi'ntlcm.in,  a 
partner  witli  Strong  &  Davis,  Nuw  York,  wb«  has  cOmc  over  on  business  for 
ttioiu,  in  tbo  last  packet.  IIu  knows  j-ou.  His  name  is  Juhn  Mills.  In  tha 
eourso  of  conTursalion  he  mcntiunecl  tliat  the  urtidu  of  talioH  basjinj,  wliieU 
ia  prohilHtctI  h.v  tho  late  law  of  Iho  Unitcil  Slates,  Lt,  iu  tho  southern  RUtca, 
and  in  the  Territories  of  Orlcnris  and  Mississippi,  a  doll;(r  a  yard.  Hero  it  m»7 
Im  bought  (or  Gd.  stcrlin);.  Pr;i,r,  could  not  a  [gunulity.  say,  200,000  ynrd.'4, 
bo  seat  from  thLi  country  to  Uobilc^  or  St.  Muo''^;  °a<l  tlience  f^  into  tho 
islands  and  Territories  by  Bmuggling?  If  your  knowledge  of  the  jimwKifn- 
abtes  yon  to  maDa;-c  hucIi  a  spoculntion,  perhaps  It  niijtlit  lx>  acvoniplL-'licd. 
The  immcmio  ndvnnct!  in  this  arUcle,  and  its  beinf;  one  of  tho  specially  pro- 
ftibilad  artielea,  nhicli,  in  o.^e  the  embargo  is  ruivcd  will  but  inerease  ia 
price,  encoumgi-s  mo  to  liopu  that  kitiio  great  Ei>oculation  niijtht  be  made  iu 
it  Ur.  Mills  was  lately  in  Charleston,  where  hu  purc!ia.>o<l  a  ipuinlity  of 
cotton  at  13  ecnts  —  nearly  SOO  hales  —  and  be  ki)-h  thuplankTS  will  not  bo 
able  to  pat  up  Iheir  next  crop  tor  want  of  bagging.  The  price  ianow  600  per 
cent,  obove  the  cost  here,  and  the  expen^^ea  of  traiispotbtion  —  and  iu  case 
tiie  embargQ  should  be  taken  oil',  tho  demand  liir  cottnn  and  the  n-;int  of  bl^ 
gpng —  will  Taiso  it  perlia]>s  double  wliat  it  uow  is.  The  immense  profit  can 
not  bo  doubted. 

"  Would  the  hazard  bo  greater,  or  so  great,  in  any  othor  part  of  the  United 
StatM? 

"  Would  not  tlio  collector  at  Now  Orlcaas  let  n  schooner  in  with  300,000 
jarda  ou  board  for  a  raiuplc  or  tlireo  thousand  guini'os?  St.  ilary's,  I  ihltik, 
would  be  another  clinnniii);  place  to  try  IL  Tho  eost  of  a  whole  Ebiji-luail,  or 
oT  200,000  yard^  would  be  only  four  to  lire  thou^ud  pouniJi=.  A  tliouAind 
or  twelve  bnndreill»niiiUiU(ire,  would  lie  out  Iho  vusii-l,  ntid  if  she  suotveiied 
fn  getting  safe  into  port  :in<l  in  wiling  hir  tsirgo,  tho  piolita  would  be  iiit- 
menso  —  000  percent.  This  laidout  in  tDtton  there,  at  thepreaent  luwprice, 
would  make  anotKbr  100  per  cent.  — so  that  in  all  it  would  bo  one  of  Iho 
groaiest  specnlations  over  made ;  i^  a9 said,  it  coulil  he  cITeeled. 

"  Have  tho  goodness  to  let  me  know  by  return  of  the  mail,  wli.it  you  think 
of  my  wild  scheoio.  I  inclose  a  letter  and  two  canis  which  will  explain 
IbemaclTes. 

"  Ever  aObctiooolely  and  devotcdiv  youni, 

"S.SWAKTWOOT" 
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to  men  whom  Iho  next  change  of  ministers  might  bring  into 
]>o\vor ;  underjjjoing  tortured  with  his  peruke ;  writing  law- 
j^apers  in  siipjxnt  of  hia  claim  to  be  considered  a  British  sub- 
ject ;  roa<ling  all  literature,  from  Milton  on  Divorce  to  the 
last  French  farce  ;  conversing  with  all  men,  from  cabinet  mio- 
istcrs  to  barbers ;  gallanting  all  women,  from  ducliesses  to 
clianibermaitls. 

Theodosia  was  languishing,  meanwhile.  In  November  came 
eloquent,  melancholy  letters  fl'oni  her  to  her  father.  Sarato- 
ga, whither  she  had  gone  aller  his  departure,  had  not  relieved 
lK»r  d(»i>ressi!jg  complaint.  Tlie  failure  of  her  father's  plans, 
the  uiict^tainty  of  his  future,  and,  in  particular,  the  non-pay 
ment  of  a  lari^e  sum  of  money  due  him  in  New  York,  on  which 
he  depended,  racked  her  noble  heart  with  anxiety.  **' Return 
to  me,"  slici  cried  to  him  across  the  sea,  "  or  tell  me  that  yon 
are  entraired  in  a  ])ursuit  worthv  of  vou."  "O,  my  mi.nrdian 
aiiLTtfl,  wliv  wert^  vou  obliufed  to  abandon  me  just  when  en- 
feehled  nature  doubly  re^uirrd  your  care  !  llow  oflen,  when 
inv  toiiixue  and  hands  trenibu'd  with  disease,  have  I  besouiriit 
iicavcn  either  to  reunite  us,  or  h't  nie  die  at  once.  Vet  do 
n<»l  licnee  iniai^ine  that  I  vicld  to  infantine  lamentations  <ir  iui- 
palicnee.  -.Vs  soon  as  rrhcf  ti'oni  j)ain  restored  me  in  si»nie 
UK-asun'  to  niyscll*  I  beeanie  more  worthy  the  hapj»ine>s  uf 
bfinii^  your  d-in^litrr/'  She  speaks  of  her  return  to  Xcw 
York  Ibr  the?  winlfr,  and  adtis:  ''*  .My  situation  will  not  have 
the  charms  wx*  supposed.  Indeed,  I  find  that  your  ]ireseuec 
threw  a  lusiir  on  everv  thinix  around  vou.  Kverv  thiiii?  is 
oayer,  more  eleirant,  more  pK*asant,  where  you  are.-'  I»ul 
this  was  not  all  the  reason  whv  "  dear  New  York,"  as  >!u- 
soinctinn-s  r:ill«'d  the  home  of  her  hap]»y  childluxpd,  wa^*  n'» 
h)n'_r('r  aiin*(.'al»lt'  to  her.  The  daui^iiler  had  to  sharo  th^* 
liilln-r's  odium,  thouirh  that  <lauixhter  was  the  lovely  and  a**- 
complislu'd  3[rs.  Alston.  "  Tiie  world,"  she  V'rote,  "beiriin 
to  co(»l  terribly  around  me.  You  wouM  be  surjirisi-d  !i«uv 
:nany  I  sujiposed  attached  to  me  have  abandoncil  tlu-  snny 
losini^  jrame  of  di>interi'sled  Iriendship."  One  rcj^ri-ts  to 
Fee  at  the  end  of  such  Irtters  the  sii^nature  of  '' ^larv  Ann 
E<lwards,"  and  "  dear  brother''  at  the  begimnng ;  '"  X"  for 


TBS     XZILK.  C27 

Mexico,  and  '*  60"  fer  Aaron  Bnrr.  Bat  she  was  obliged  to 
write  80. 

Thfl  father's  anxiety  was  aroiiscd.  lie  consulted  the  most 
celebrated  phyaicianii  of  London,  who  sucondcd  the  thoiiglit 
his  wish  had  fnthered,  in  rccommunding  a  v»yagu  to  Europe 
for  the  eiek  lady.  Burr's  heart  was  instantly  set  upon  his 
daughter's  joining  him.  Preparations  were  made  for  her  re- 
ception with  his  usual  promptness.  At  every  port  where  she 
oonid  potwibly  land  measures  were  taken  against  her  arrival. 
Bentham  offered  her  his  house.  General  Sir  S.iniucl  Bentham, 
brother  of  the  author,  was  to  take  "  Gampillus''  home  to  be 
educated  with  his  own  children,  whom  Burr  dedared  to  bo 
the  best  brought  up  of  all  the  children  lie  had  ever  known. 
The  most  minute  directions  were  forwarded  to  Theodosia  ro- 
upectiiig  the  voyage,  and  the  course  to  be  pursued  on  landing. 
To  travel  post  from  Falmouth  to  London,  he  tells  her,  will 
coat  twenty-live  guineas  ;  hut  the  can.al  boats  from  Liverpool 
have  neatly-furnished  rooms  with  fire-places,  and  go  foity  or 
fifty  miles  a  day  for  loss  than  half  the  e.xpenso  of  travel  by 
land.  He  writes  to  (luveruor  Alston  to  insure  his  consent  to 
the  voyage,  and  offering  to  pay  half  the  expense  out  of  his 
glender  means ;  for  planters  were  then  embairassed.  His  care 
•nd  forethought  lur  her  wuie,  indeed,  all  that  the  most  affuo- 
tionate  of  fathers  cuuld  bestow  u])On  the  most  beloved  of 
daughters.  In  one  of  his  tetters  to  ht-v,  written  about  this 
time,  there  is  a  touching  passi^re.  lie  is  telling  her  thut  ho 
ia  always  in  danger  of  being  too  late  with  his  lettei-s  for  Am- 
erica. "  My  letters  to  others,"  he  adds,  "  are  always  ready ; 
but  toward  t/ou,  a  desire  to  say  something  at  the  last  moment ; 
B  reluctance  resembling  that  of  parting  —  but  all  this  you 
know  and  feel." 

His  project  was  never  carried  out.  As  the  winter  drew  on, 
her  disease  took  a  favorable  turn,  and  the  proposed  voyage 
waa  given  up.  How  mueh  better  it  might  have  been  for  both 
&ther  and  child  if  they  had  come  together  then !  In  the 
spring  she  went  home  to  Soulh  Carolin.o,  whence  three  limea 
the  climate  had  driven  her.  "I  would  not  have  tried  a  fourth 
experiment  of  the  kind  upon  a  dog,"  wrote  Colonel  Burr  in 
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Avrath  when  he  heard  the  news.     Her  health,  however,  wai 

pcrniaiKMitly  improved,  and  liis  fears  were  never  realized. 

Coloiiul  Burr  lived  in  London  nearly  six  months.  He  was 
ill  (loul)t  what  to  do,  or  whither  to  go.  To  stay  in  Europe 
soeinccl  useless ;  yet  nothing  had  occurred  to  tempt  him  homp. 
His  desires  ])oiiited  liomeward,  and  he  seems  to  have  ho|)ed 
to  return  ere  long.  Meanwhile,  he  resolved  on  making  the 
grand  tour  of  the  kingdom,  and  on  the  morning  of  December 
the  22d,  1808,  he  set  out  on  his  journey  northward  in  the  Ox- 
ibnl  cnaeli. 

The  juige  of  his  diary  in  which  he  describes  his  departure 
from  the  metropolis  and  his  adventures  on  the  road  to  Oxford, 
may  servt?  as  nn  ilhistration  of  his  mode  of  jouniaiiziiig.  He 
was  too  late  for  the  eoaeh,  but  pursued  and  overtook  it.  He 
continues:  —  *' Fiiund  in  it  one  man,  Havnig  preserved  |H?r- 
fecl  silence  for  a  few  minutes,  by  way  of  experiment,  I  re- 
marked that  the  dav  was  verv  mild,  wliich  he  flatlv  denieJ, 
and  in  a  t<»ne  and  manner  as  if  he  would  liave  bit  me.  I 
lauiilied  cmt  heartily,  and  very  kiinlly  incjuired  into  his  niuni- 
iiiLT's  a<i\entures.  lie  was  old,  tjoutv,  and  verv  fit.  No  linck 
being  to  be  had  at  that  early  hour,  or,  what  is  more  j>robable, 
clioosinn  to  save  the  ^lliIlin«_r,  he  had  walked  from  his  lionse  to 
the  inn,  had  ftillen  twiee,  got  wet  and  bruised,  and  was  very 
sure  that  he  should  be  laid  up  with  the  gout  for  six  months. 
I  sympatiiized  with  his  misfortunes.  Wondered  at  the  eoin- 
platTiH'v  with  which  he  bore  them,  and  joined  him  in  eursini* 
the  weather,  the  streets,  and  the  hackney  e<»aehmeis.  He  be- 
came coniplacent  and  talkative.  Such  is  John  l>ull.  We  took 
in  another  Jat  man,  a  woman  still  fatter,  and  a  boy.  Atlcr- 
war.l,  a  very  pretty,  graceful,  arch-looking  girl,  about  eiLrliteeii, 
going  on  a  vi^it.  t(>  her  aunt.  Lady  W.  J>ul  mademoiselle  wju* 
re>erved  an<l  <listant.  At  the  iirst  chamre  of  horses  she  agret.d 
to  take  breakt'ast,  whi<'h  we  did,  tete-a-tete.  I  was  charmed 
to  lind  her  all  animation,  gayety,  ease,  badinage.  l>y  t!ie  aid 
of  drink  to  the  coachman,  our  com])anions  wt»re  kept  time 
(juarters  of  an  hour  cooling  in  the  c(»ach.  They  bad  brmk- 
fasted.  When  we  joined  iheui  th<»  reserve  of  my  little  sir*'n 
returned.     After  various  fruitless  essays,  and  at  tii-st  without 
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Buapecting  the  canse,  finding  it  impossible  to  provoke  anything 
beyond  a  cold  monosyllabic,  I  composed  myscir  to  sleep,  and 
alept  soundly  about  eight  hours,  between  I,oiidon  and  Oxford, 
where  we  arrived  at  eight  this  evening.  (Thure  must  be  some- 
thing narcotic  in  the  air  oftlii.i  island.  I  have  slept  more  du- 
ring my  six  mtmthij'  reaidenee  in  Great  Britain  than  in  any 
preL-cding  three  years  of  my  life  since  the  age  of  fonrteenj 
Took  leave  of  my  little  Spartan.  Metn. — To  write  an  essay, 
historical  and  critical,  on  the  education  and  treatment  of  wo- 
men in  England.     Its  influence  on  morals  ,ind  happiness." 

lie  remained  a  day  or  two  at  Oxford,  leceiving  the  roqui- 
■ite  altenliuns  from  residents  to  wlioin  he  had  brought  tetters. 
}Ie  tlioiiglit  "  every  thing  there  was  more  for  ostentation  than 
for  use."  At  a  dinner  given  him  by  one  of  the  Oxonians  he 
agitated  the  serene  atmosphere  of  the  plaee  by  praising  Ben- 
tham.  The  mention  of  that  naTne  was  enough  to  revive  in- 
terest in  nil  the  great,  dividing  snbjeels.  Burr  found  hia 
Oxford  fiiends  prepared  to  concede  lientham's  greatness  as  a, 
legislator,  but  not  aa  a  moi-alist ;  whereas  he  extolled  his 
morality  and  benevolence  above  all  things.  The  discussion,  it 
apgiears,  grew  warm.  The  subject  of  divorce  came  u|>,  Burr 
detending  Bentham's  opinions.  Religion  w.as  discoursed  of, 
Burr  arguing  against  the  Gospel  nceording  to  Oxford.  "  We 
tlicn,"  he  says,  "got  upon  Anieiiean  polities,  geography,  etc., 
on  all  of  which  a  most  profound  and  learned  ignorance  was 
dixplayed.  The  evening  wound  up  pleasantly,  and  we  parted 
with  many  expressions  of  courtesy."  Of  his  entertainer  on 
this  oceasion,  he  adds  this  remark:  "Though  he  speaks  of 
Benthani  with  reverence,  and,  ])robiibly,  |>rays  for  hin),  I  pre- 
sume that  he  thinks  he  will  l>e  eteinally  daimied,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  he  expects  to  l)e  lolling  in  Abraliani's  bosom  with 
gteat  complacency,  hearing  Bentham  sing  out  for  a  drop  of 
water.     Such  is  the  mild  genius  of  our  h^ly  I'cligion." 

Continuing  liis  journey  northward,  he  is  entertained  on  the 
roa<l  to  Birmingham  by  "a pretty  little  comely  brunette," 
who  had  read  all  the  novels  and  seen  all  the  lionx,  and  whose 
rank  ho  puzzled  himself  in  vain  to  determine.  At  length  they 
put  her  down  at  a  respectable  farm  house.  Burr  handed  her 
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ill,  w:is  introdnced  to  the  family  as  a  "tjentleraan  who  had 
lui'?i  L'xtreiiK'Iy  jioliie  to  iiie  on  the  roa»l,"  and  was  warmly 
]»ri>st'tl  to  slny,  and  to  call  on  liis  return.  Such  an  easy  power 
li.ul  this  man  to  inijratiatc  himself  with  the  fair.  He  went  to 
Si  rat  ford  to  soo  the  tomb  of  Sliakespeare,  conccrnin«^  which 
>  i-it  lie  only  remarks,  that  the  bur-ntaUI  gave  liiin  a  very  Je- 
tniled  account  of  the  late  IShakespearean  jubilee.  At  Birniiii<r- 
liani  he  enters  in  his  diary  some  mysterious  Idnts  of  a  ^y 
htreet  adventure  wiiich  cost  him  tweiitv-ei«'iit  shillings  I'T 
whicli  he  tells  Theodosia  he  atoned  by  taking  a  cheap  outsido 
jilace  to  Kdinburtr,  instea<l  of  a  dear  inside  (»ne. 

At  ]vliid)urir,  where  lie  remained  a  month,  his  life  was  a 
e<*asi  less  round  of  payety.  His  London  letters  and  his  own 
cehhritv  combined  to  insure  him  a  welcome  anionj;;  the  elite 
of  the  society  at  the  Scottish  ca])ital. 

At  Kdinburi;:,  then  a  pla(U»  of  brilliant  intellect  and  easy  vir- 
tue, Colonel  IJiirr  was  a  (lrawin<i-rooni  and  dinner-table  lion. 
l*ariies,  balU,  asseml.»lies  dinners,  )»lays,  succeeded  one  another. 
I'MinburLT,  ht*  sai»l,  was  the  most  social  and  hospitable  piace 
hr  had  (?ver  seen  :  they  meet  to  amuse  and  to  be  amusiMh  ainl 
thev  succt'cd.  lie  irave  hiui>elf  U]>  to  tlie  enjovinents  i«f  ti:*^ 
Ijoiir  to  a  decree  not  usual  with  him.  He  told  Hentbam.  t'» 
whom  he  wrote  nearly  every  dav,  that  in  his  present  **  stale 
(•f  imliifv,'"  he  wisln-d  to  be  lor«r^>tten  by  all  hi*;  ti lends,  till  lie 

ft  •*  »  7 

couM  ''  li^i'  to  yiew*"  in  a  Ibrm  worthy  of  their  hopes.  F, ir  a 
mntith,  bu-ines^  was  IbrLTolten. 

With  the  h"_ral  and  tin*  literary  ma^uati'S  of  ilie  town  ho 
sn.m  biHrame  irilim::t<'.  Marken/i*',  author  of  the  '*  Man  «»f 
l'\'cliiii^,"  was  then  al  the  hei'jfht  <»l'his  n'putaliuii,  and  WaltiT 
Si'ott  was  in  the  Mtinn'nm  pfritnl  of  l-.is  litnary  earrer,  "I 
irn't  both  fretjuentjy/'  wr*>te  Ibirr  to  Tlieodosi;!,  "and  fii-ia 
both  reci'iyed  ci\i!ities  and  hospitalities.  .Markeii/.ie  has 
t'vi'Ki'  children  ;  six  dau;;;htei"s,  all  yery  inlerc'iliii:,^,  ar.  I  tw-.i 
\riy  liandsome.  He  is  remarkably  siiriixhtiv  in  coninanv 
amiable,  >vitty  ;  inii^ht  pass  tor  forly-eiL;ht,  though  certainly 
much  older.  Scott,  with  less  softness  than  -M.icki'n/.ie,  h;LS 
Ftill  more  animation  ;  talks  much,  and  very  ajj^reeably.  May 
be  about  forty."     He  found  warm  friends  anionic  the  lawyera 
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and  judges  of  Edinburg,  witli  some  of  whom  lie  continued  to 
correxpond  for  ycnra  atlcr.  At  one  dinner  prirty,  coinjiosed 
eliiefly  of  Icgiil  gontlcmon,  lie  spoke  so  couvjndngly  in  praise 
of  Bentliam,  tliat  mofit  of  the  conipanj'  took  a  list  of  lii.t 
works  on  the  spot.  He  was  the  champion  of  Bentliam  where- 
ever  he  went.  lie  wrote  to  the  piiilnsoplier :  "  When  I  fin<l 
a  man  who  knows  nothing  of  yon,  wliieh  {with  blushes  be  it 
Baid)  has  Boinelimes  happened,  I  pity  liirn ;  but  wlien  one, 
pretending  a  knowledge  of  your  works,  uses  '  very  able,  very 
ingenious,'  or  any  such  trite  epithets,  I  hate  tiim,  and  am  dis- 
posed to  quarrel." 

Tliis  month  in  Edinbui^  was  the  most  triumphant,  if  not  tlie 
ha]>picst,  ]>eri(iil  of  Colonel  iiurr's  long  lesidenco  in  Eiirojte. 
Besides  being  "  loaded  with  civilities"  there,  he  heard  that 
Cobbett,*  "  deeply  impregnated  with  the  magnitude  of  his 
talents  as  a  statesman  and  soldier,"  was  consulting  with  other 
friends  in  London  how  the  ex-Viee-Presldent  of  the  United 
States  could  be  brought  into  the  I!riti»h  Parliament.  Bentliam 
shook  his  more  sagacious  head,  liowover.  He  thought  the 
oath  of  allegiance  taken  by  Uurr  to  the  American  govern- 
ment Mas  a  drcumstancc  fatal  to  the  ]iroJect ;  which,  indeed, 
was  never  more  than  talked  of. 

From  the  gayeties  of  Edinburg,  Colonel  Burr  was  unex- 
pectedly summoned  by  letters  from  LoikIiiii,  whidi  gave  him 
a  gleam  of  hojie.  Back  he  flies  to  London  at  the  beginning 
of  February,  and  is  at  once  immersed  in  "  X.'.i  nlfairs."  Wu 
find  him  soon  closeted  with  Lord  ^lelville,  a  man  famous  in 
the  politics  of  that  day,  who  had  expressly,  and  unsolieited, 
invited  Colonel  Burr  to  liis  house  for  the  purjwse  of  leaniing 
more  of  his  plans.  The  interview  was  long,  and  ngreeabh'  u> 
both.  "Lord  Melville,"  said  Burr,  afterward,  "is  a  man  I 
understand,  and  by  whom  I  could  be  understood."  Xotlnng 
of  importance,  however,  came  of  the  inteniew,  or  could  come 
of  an  interview  with  any  man  in  Europe,  while  European  at- 
&ir8  remained  as  they  were  ;  and  the  decisive  change  was  still 
five  years  distant.  Trnnsieut,  indeed,  w.is  this  revival  of  his 
dream.  In  March,  Burr  wrote  that  he  saw  clearly  that  his 
*  Cobbctl  bad  Ucn  a  friend  at  Suit's  in  llie  Unitoil  Suttt*. 
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lonoror  stay  in  Europe  was  useless,  and  announced  Ins  hitcn- 
tioii  to  return  to  America  after  the  arrival  of  the  next  packet. 
Tiie  packet  came,  but  still  the  adventurer  lingered. 

It  was  in  these  days  that  he  caught  his  first  glimpse  of  that 
demon  of  Impecuniosity,  which  afterward  liaunted  him  so  per- 
tinacious! v,  and  which  he  battled  with  such  indomitable  ipiv- 
et}  and  spirit.  He  had  bought  some  books  for  Governor 
Alston  of  a  London  bookseller,  the  remittance  for  the  j»:>y- 
meut  of  which  had  not  arrived,  and  Burr  was  threatened  wiih 
arrest  for  the  amount.  But  his  exchequer  was  running  low. 
(The  very  passa-jje -money  which  brought  him  to  Englaml  w.i3 
borrowed  from  Dr.  Ilosiick,  who  accompanied  Hamilton  to  the 
scene  of  the  duel.)  A  m(mth  ago  he  had  told  Theodi>sia,  in 
his  dark  manner,  that  "59  was  not  immediately  wante<3, 
though  the  want  of  him  had  prevented  an  experiment  ho 
wished  to  make  in  X.'s  alTairs ;"  a  communication  which  be- 
comes iiitclliirihle  when  we  substitute  the  Word  rnon»'^i  tor 
"  5J).""  liut  the  j)ayment  of  such  a  sum  as  two  hunilri'«i 
])()unds  was  out  of  I  lie  (jiiostion.  He  accordingly  removed  liis 
residence  from  the  hospitable  house  of  Jeremy  I>enth:im  to 
lo«l'j:in<'s  much  more  obscure,  and  chanijed  his  name  to  Kirhv. 
"The  ht'iicvoliMit  heart  of  J.  I].,-'  said  Burr  in  his  diary,  "sli:ill 
never  be  wrung  by  the  spectacle  of  Gamp's  arre<."  The  ill- 
liiir  was  compromised  soon  after,  and  "Gamj>"  was  never 
arr<\^te(l  t\>r  ihbt, 

Karly  in  the  following  month  occurred  .an  event  which 
obliged  him  to  come  to  a  very  ])rom])t  decision  with  rei^arJ 
to  his  future  course.  C^obbett  must  have  smiled  when  he 
heard  of  it,  and  thought  of  his  consultation  with  Bentliam 
upon  the  practicability  of  getting  Burr  into  Parliament. 


CHAPTER  XXYIII. 

EXPULSION   FROM  GREAT   BRITAIN,   AND   RESIDENCE  IN 

SWEDEN. 

11x8  Akkcst — GoMPELLKD  TO  Lkatk  Tine  CorwTRT  —  Lrms*  to  Loko  LimpooL— 
Sails  rot,  Swkobx  —  Aerival  ix  Stotkiiolm  —  His  Residkxcx  u(  Stookbolx  — 
Ilm  iMPRBftsioMS  or  Bwkokjc  —  Plkasaxt  Inciokxt. 

It  was  the  4th  of  April,  1809.  Mr.  "Kirby"  had  been  for 
some  weeks  in  his  new  lodgings.  Certain  indications  of  his 
being  under  surveillance  liad  not  escaped  liis  notice,  and  a 
vague  sense  of  impending  disaster  bad  oppressed  him  at  times. 
The  feeling  grew  so  strong  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  day 
above  named,  he  resolved  to  remove  to  another  part  of  the 
town.  He  had  packed  up  his  clothes  and  papers,  and  was 
about  to  seek  other  apartments,  when  he  was  surprised  by  the 
entiance,  unannounced,  and  without  knocking,  of  fourcoai*se* 
looking  men,  who  bluntly  informed  him  that  they  had  a  war- 
rant for  his  arrest,  and  for  the  seizure  of  his  papers.  He 
asked  to  see  the  warrant.  They  refused  to  show  it.  He  pe- 
remptorily demanded  to  know  by  whose  authority  they  acted. 
Upon  this,  they  produced  the  warrant,  and  permitted  him  to 
glance  over  it,  but  not  to  read  it  through.  Ho  saw  that  it  was 
signed  Xfiverpool,  the  name  of  the  premier.  He  was  a  pris- 
oner of  state. 

The  men  took  possession  of  his  trunks,  ransacked  the  room 
for  papers,  and  threw  all  that  they  found,  with  all  other  loose 
articles,  into  a  sack.  Then,  calling  a  coach,  they  conveyed  the 
prisoner  and  his  property  to  the  alien  office,  the  head  of  which, 
3fr.  John  Reeves,  was  one  of  Colonel  Burr's  most  intimate 
friends.  The  prisoner,  refusing  to  leave  the  carriage,  sent  in 
a  note  to  Mr.  Reeves,  stating  what  had  occurred,  and  asking 
an  explanation.  No  answer  for  an  hour.  It  was  a  cold  after- 
noon, and  the  prisoner  grew  impatient.      He  sent  another 
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note  urgently  requesting  Reeves  to  come  to  the  carriage,  and 
spare  him  the  mortification  of  entering  the  office  as  a  prisoner. 
Mr.  Rteves  ajipeared,  but  he  could  give  no  explanation,  anil, 
after  advising  the  })risoner  to  be  patient,  reentered  the  office. 
After  anotlu^r  half  hour  of  waiting,  orders  came  for  him  to  be 
taken  to  the  liouse  of  a  Mr.  Hughes,  one  of  the  govemmeiil 
messengers,  who  was  to  be  responsible  for  his  safe-keepinir. 
Upon  hearing  tiiis,  Colonel  Burr  alighted,  and  went  to  l!ie 
ofhce  of  one  of  the  under  secretaries,  in  the  same  building, 
bent  on  discoverini;  the  cause  and  motive  of  his  arrest.  But 
neither  the  un<ler  secretary  nor  any  of  the  clerks  would  re- 
cognize him;  though,  says  Burr  to  Theodosia,  "every  devil 
of  tiiem  knew  me  as  well  as  I  know  you."  He  saw  that  his 
detention  was  a  thing  resolved  upon,  and  not  to  be  avoidetl, 
and  submitted  with  a  good  grace.  About  four  o'clock  in  llie 
aneinot)n,  he  drove  away  to  his  temporary  prison,  at  Xo.  i3l 
Stafl'ord  Plaro,  leaving  his  effects  at  the  alien  ofliee,  to  be  ex- 
amine<l  bv  the;  authorities  at  their  leisure. 

lie  dined  iignM-ably  enough,  with  the  messenger  and  his 
])rettv  vouno:  wife,  and  afterward  read  the  onlv  two  readable 
books  in  the  house,  tlie  ])lay  of  the  S<?eret,  and  the  A;^ncola 
of  Tacitus.  Tlien,  disc(>vering  that  his  polite  jail«)r  jilayed 
chess,  he  sat  down  with  him  to  the  game,  and  j>layed  till  ilie 
man  was  almost  eraziMl  with  exeitement.  Toward  mornin::, 
he  wrote  in  his  diary  a  brief  history  of  the  dav's  adventure^ 
and  wj'iit  to  ImmI. 

The  next  day,  no  change.  Xo  one  was  permitted  in  see 
him.  He  was  anxious  only  on  account  of  his  ]):ij)ers  ;  jiot,  he 
averred,  lu'caiise  there  were  any  )>lots  or  treasons  in  them,  Itut 
because  of  his  "  ridiculous  journal,"  and  his  pi*euliar  eorri-- 
pj)on«ienrc.  Chess  again  with  Hughes  till  the  small  hours  i»f 
the  morning. 

On  the  third  dav,  an  oflicial  summons  came  from  the  alien 
ofli<'e  ;  whitlHM*,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  nnu'uing,  the  ]>ris*iner  wa^s 
contliuried.  Lord  Livcrp')«»l  did  not  ap]»ear,  but  sent  an  ajuil- 
OLTV  and  a  nn'ssai^e.  Th(»  aiMiloofv  ri'latetl  to  his  sud<]eii  and 
nnceremonious  arn^-t ;  tin*  message,  couched  in  the  blandest 
terms,  as  disagreeable  messages  fre<|u«?utly  are,   was  to  the 
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effect  that  the  presence  of  Colonel  Burr  in  Great  Britain  was 
embarrassing  to  his  majesty's  government,  and  that  it  was  the 
wii»h  and  expectation  of  the  government  that  he  should  remove. 
A  disposition  was  professed  to  treat  him  with  personal  respect 
and  courtesy.  Passports  should  l)e  funiished ;  a  free  jKissiige 
to  any  poit  where  British  ships  might  go,  was  tendered  ;  but 
the  request  for  his  prompt  departure  was  decided.  Burr,  as- 
tonished, desired  to  be  informed  of  the  reasons  of  this  extra- 
ordinary conduct.  In  what  had  he  offended  ?  What  was 
the  purpose  of  his  banishment  ?  To  all  such  questions,  neither 
then,  nor  ever,  was  any  answer  whatever  vouchsafed. 

Burr  attributed  this  summary  measure  to  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  English  cabinet  to  conciliate,  by  one  easy  and  in- 
expensive act,  the  American  government  and  the  Spanish 
Juntas.  He  said,  in  a  letter  written  just  ailer  his  arrest: 
**  Mr.  Jefferson,  or  the  S])anish  Juntas,  or  probably  both, 
have  had  influence  enough  to  drive  me  out  of  this  couhtrv." 
Perhaps  this  suj)position  was  correct,  and  it  derives  probabil- 
ity from  the  faijt  that  publicity  was  immediately  given  to  the 
whole  transaction  in  the  newspapers.  Thcodosia  first  heard 
of  her  father's  expulsion  from  Great  Britain  through  the  news- 
papers, though  he  wrote  to  her  by  every  ship.  Yet  the  rea- 
Ron  assigned  by  Lord  Liverpool  was  sufficient,  in  those  days, 
to  account  for  the  step.  His  presence  must  have  been  enihaV' 
rassinff  in  the  extreme.  Here  was  an  erratic,  mysterious  per- 
son, known  to  have  revolutionary  political  designs,  an  object 
of  suspicion  to  two  governments,  both  of  which  Great  Britain 
wished  to  propitiate  ;  an  able,  efficient  man,  moving  in  the 
highest  circles,  changing  his  name  without  apparent  cause, 
concealing  his  residence,  and  vailing  all  his  movements  in 
silence  and  ciphers.  An  embarrassing  person  truly,  particu- 
larly in  times  so  critical.  Who  could  tell  what  schemes  were 
revolving  in  that  active  brain  ?  Lord  Liverpool,  had  there 
1)een  no  Mr.  Jefferson  to  soothe  and  no  Juntas  to  mollify 
might  have  felt  the  presence  of  such  a  man  embarrassing. 

Colonel  Burr  at  once  signiHed  his  willingness  to  comply 
with  the  "  wish  and  exj>ectation"  of  the  government.  In  ex- 
plaining the  reason  of  his  ready  acquiescence,  ho  used  to  say 
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that  it  would  liave  been  easy  for  him  to  set  tlie  govGmment  tt 
defiance,  and  to  maintain  his  residence ;  but  tlie  i>o1itieal  vitu- 
at  ion  of  the  I/nited  Slates  and  Great  Hiitain,  and  8ome  pri- 
vate considerations,  induced  liim  to  comply.  He  was  then  set 
at  liberty,  and  his  elfects  were  restored  to  him  uninjured. 

Hut  whither  to  go  ?  Tliis  question  was  much  dismissed  be- 
tween (^>lonel  JJnrr  and  tlie  government.  A  formal  letter 
written  by  him  to  Lord  Liverpool  upon  the  subject  may  be  in- 
troduced here  in  continuance  of  the  narrative.  The  writing 
of  tiiis  epistle  seems  to  have  cost  him  an  effort.  He  told  Jer- 
eniv  Hentham  that  wiien  he  sat  down  to  write  it,  and  essavcd 
to  l>t\i;in,  *'  My  lord,"  his  pen  stuck  in  his  lingers.  **  I  tried 
in  vain,  but  could  not  get  it  out ;  so  I  adopte<l  the  slitT,  difi- 
lomatic  tliird  person.  My  lady  or  his  lordship  does  not  stick 
in  my  savage  throat;  but  my  lord — the  I*<»rd  deliver  me  I" 
Tli<«  letter  to  Lord  Liverpool,  dated  April  20th,  1809,  was  as 
follows : 

"]Mr.  I»urr''s  respectful  compliments.  He  lately  receivt'd 
from  Lord  Liverj)>>ol  an  intiniatinii  that  his  (Mr.  IJurrV)  prc.*- 
enci'  was  embarrassinu:  to  his  m:iiestv's  government,  an»l  that 
it  was  the  wish  and  the  expectation  of  th<*  government  that 
he  would  remove.  Without  insistinix  on  those  rights  whicli, 
as  a  natural-born  subject,  he  mi«j;ht  lei^allv  asseri  ;  without 
]>ermittmg  himself  to  incpiire  whether  the  motives  to  the  <»r- 
der  were  personal  or  j>olitical,  or  whether  the  apprehensii>Tts 
ex|)ressi'(l  were  real  or  factitious,  .and  without  a«iverting  to 
the  unprovok<Ml  indii^nities  which  had  preceded  the  order,  nr 
to  the  personal  inconveniences  which  it  would  imjuise  on  hiin, 
.Mr.  l)urr  at  once  expressed  his  determination  to  "ratifv  the 
wishes  of  the  icovernment  bv  witiidrawiiiLr.  It  beinir  under* 
Stood  that  he  ct)uld  not,  consistently  with  his  personal  s:iffty, 
visit  any  country  under  thi*  control  or  inlluence  of  France, 
Sweden  was  thought  the  most  proper  asylum  ;  and  the  i:en- 
tleman  who  spoke  in  his  lordshij)\s  name,  iiaving  n'presi-nled 
Jleligoland  as  a  plac(*  whence  ])a'is;vuri's  to  Sw«*den  could  read- 
ily be  foim<l,  .Mr.  Murr,  relying  on  this  assiu*:mee,  assenteil  to 
that  voyage,  and  ]Ki«»sports  were  made  out  accordini^ly.  Hut 
it  is  now  a.scertained  tiiat  this  assurance  w:is  predicated  in 


BBSIDEXCB    IN    SWEDEN.  537 

error ;  that  there  is,  in  fact,  no  direct  communication  between 
Heligoland  and  any  part  of  Sweden,  and  that  no  such  passage 
could  probably  be  foimd  within  many  months.  Under  such 
circumstances,  Mr.  Burr  presumes  that  Lord  Liverpool  will 
permit  the  destination  to  be  changed  to  Gottenburg,  and  will 
have  the  goodness  to  direct  passports  to  be  made  for  that 
port.  He  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  minister  of  his  Swed- 
ish majesty  to  this  court  will  not  object." 

The  point  was  yielded.  The  Swedish  minister,  so  far  from 
objecting,  took  pains  to  secure  him  a  friendly  reception  in 
Sweden.  On  the  24th  of  April  he  sailed  from  Harwich  in  the 
packet,  which,  in  six  days,  bore  him  to  Gottenburg,  a  Swedish 
port  three  hundred  miles  from  Stockholm,  lie  was  soon  es- 
tablished in  lodgings  which,  he  said,  were  "commodious," 
with  the  single  exception  that  not  a  soul  in  the  house  spoke 
one  word  of  any  language  with  which  he  was  acquainted. 

He  experienced  the  usual  exhilaration  of  being  for  the  first 
time  in  a  foreign  country,  and  sallied  eagerly  forth  to  see  the 
town.  He  found  his  way  to  the  theater,  where  he  understood 
not  a  word,  but  was  "amused  by  two  young  girls  in  boy'a 
clothes,  tight  pantaloons  and  short  waistcoats,  who  played  ad- 
mirably" in  the  pantomime.  He  adds  in  his  swift,  brief  way : 
"  Out  at  ten.  Got  home,  but  could  not  make  my  host  under- 
stand that  I  wanted  a  dish  of  tea.  After  laboring  in  vain  for 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  was  obliged  to  take  him  out  to  the  house 
of  a  Frenchman,  who  spoke  Swedish,  and  who  explained  for 
us.     Tea  was  got  very  cheerfully.     A  long  pipe  and  tobacco." 

In  a  few  days  he  lell  Gottenburg  for  Stockholm,  where  ho 
intended  to  reside  during  his  stay  in  Sweden.  He  readied 
the  capital  late  in  the  evening  of  the  11th  of  May,  and  find- 
ing the  inns  full,  was  indebted  to  a  fellow  traveler  for  getting 
him  a  room  in  the  house  of  a  mechanic  in  an  alley  near  the 
Exchange. 

The  next  day,  on  presenting  some  of  his  letters,  he  received 
in  superfluity  all  those  attentions  which  a  stranger  in  a  strange 
land  requires.  He  was  soon  established  as  an  inhabitant  of 
Stockholm ;  and  played  with  his  usual  easy  grace  the  part  of 
the  Distinguished  Guest  in  its  highest  circles.     It  is  a  proof 
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of  the  facility  with  wliich  he  made  his  way  in  society,  that 
hofore  he  had  been  in  Stockhohn  a  week,  lie  was  dining  ma!:- 
nificenlly  with  the  most  exchisive  chib  in  the  kingdom,  anil 
was  running  about  the  cily  trying  to  borrow  a  cooked  hat  ami 
Bwurd  to  wear  on  liis  ])resentation  at  court.  His  mastery  of 
the  French  stood  him  in  good  steail  here.  An  officer  of  rank, 
at  one  of  his  early  parties  hi  Stockholm,  told  him  that  he 
spoke  Froncli  better  than  English,  and  asked  him  which  of  the 
European  languages  the  language  of  the  Americans  most  rc- 
senibU^d  ?  Burr-s  cool  audacity  was  shown  at  another  grand 
dinner  ])arty,  wiiere,  on  being  asked  for  a  toast,  he  gave.  The 
lloi/iil  Prisoawfi^  meaning  the  exiled  royal  family  of  Spain. 
This  was  for  the  Spanish  embassador,  who  was  ]>re8ent,  and 
who,  says  IJurr,  received  the  toast  with  exquisite  sensibility, 
and  was  moved  even  to  tears.  He  passed  liis  time  chiefly  in 
societv,  his  only  serious  emnlovment'^  beinsr  the  studv  of  tho 
SwL'tlish  laws  and  the  Icarnint;  of  ihe  languaije.  JIo  was  al- 
most  si'\  erc'<l  from  his  former  life.  Tiiere  was  with  liim  his 
younii:  friend  and  eo.idjutor,  Ilosack  (younger  brotlu-r  <if  Dr. 
llosaek)  who  came  with  him  from  London,  but  they  rc^iui-*! 
jipart.  Once  in  Sloekholm  he  was  a^reeablv  remiinb:«l  of  lii^i 
coiuitrv  bv  learninix  thai  two  American  captains  anil  a  vttuii-^ 
Aniurican  traveler  were  in  the  cily,  and  wished  to  lueei  hiin. 
The  five  Americans  dined  together,  '' ;i  I'  Americaine,  «>ii  bvt-!- 
8t.eaks,  lisli,  and  potatoes.-'  Once,  he  conceived  sudilenly  iho 
id«a  of  ri'tjuninir  to  America  and  establisliinix  liim^i'If  \\\ 
Charleslou,  near  Tiiejulo.sia ;  but  second  tlioughts  c(»iiile'niu«l 
tlie  i<K'a.  Oiu'asionallv,  Imt  not  nearlv  as  often  as  lu'tore.  In" 
rec<'ive«l  U-tti-rs  fioin  liis  dan;ihl«'r.  She  had  no  g«>od  lu'ws  t-» 
cheer  hlni  with.  Slic  tells  iiim  of  her  continued  di>app>*int- 
ment  with  reiLcartl  tf)  tlie  reeeij»t  of  \\\{\  mi)ney  which  lu-  ha  1 
meant  for  his  snpj'orl  in  JMir«)pe.  Slie  was  "  slunnid"  nj»"':i 
lu-ariuLT  nf  liis  ''renn)val  from  Kni^land,-'  aiitl  could  not  eno;h:h 
admire  the  irav  lortitude  of  his  denna?ior  under  <"ircum'<tair 
CCS,  the  mere  contemp!ati«»n  of  which  racked  her  soul  with 
anxietv.     These  are  Iier  words: 

"The  accumulatrd  ditliculties  whieh  j)()ur  in  upon  us  would 
absoluielv  overwlielm  aiiv  nth"r  brinijr  than  vnurs«»|f.      Ii)«1i>i>d, 
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I  witnecs  yonr  exti'nordinary  fortitude  with  now  wonilcr  at 
tr\'ery  new  misfortiino.  OIlcTi,  nfter  ruflecliiig;  on  tins  siiliject, 
you  appear  to  mc  so  snpcrior,  so  elevated  iilwve  all  other  men  ; 
I  contemplate  you  with  such  a  strange  inixtiire  of  himiiliiy, 
admiration,  reverence,  love,  and  pride,  that  very  little  super- 
fitjtion  would  be  necessary  to  make  me  woi-sliip  yoti  as  a  su- 
perior being ;  rucI)  cnthusiiLsm  does  your  character  excite  in 
me.  When  I  atlern-ard  revert  to  myself,  how  inisigniticant  do 
my  best  qualities  appear.  My  vanity  would  bo  greater  if  I 
bad  not  been  [ilaeoii  bo  near  you ;  and  yet  my  pride  is  onr 
relationship.  I  had  rather  not  live  than  not  be  the  daughti-r 
of  such  a  man." 

He  WAS,  indeed,  a  man  invincible.  Tti  all  the  mass  of  hia 
journals  and  letters,  there  can  not  be  found  one  word  indiea- 
tivo  of  repining,  repentance,  or  melancholy.  Not  one.  Cir- 
cumstances often  controlled  and  thwarted,  but  never  for  one 
instant  sulnlued  him. 

Colonel  Burr  lived  five  months  in  Sweden  ;  three  months  at 
Stockholm,  and  two  in  tr.avcling  about  the  country.  He  liked 
Sweden,  and  the  lively  Swfde.s  liked  him.  To  Mr.  Gahn,  tlio 
Swedish  consul  at  New  York,  a  warm  and  firm  fiienil,  to 
whom  he  owed  the  introductions  which  made  his  residence  in 
Sweden  so  pleasant,  he  wrote  in  glowing  terms  of  the  country. 

"  I  have  never  known,"  he  spid,  "  in  any  country  or  at  oiiy 
time,  live  months  of  weather  so  nnit'oi-mly  fine.  The  excel- 
lence of  the  roads  has  been  a  cxinstant  subject  of  admiration 
tome;  much  superior  to  those  of  England,  and  all  free  of 
toll.  In  traveling  more  than  twelve  hundred  English  niiks,  I 
have  never  found  a  bridge  out  of  order,  nor  un  obstructiun  in 
the  road  which  could  retard  your  jirngren*  for  a  seiimd. 
There  is  no  country  in  which  traveling  is  .at  once  so  cheap, 
expeditions,  anil  secnre.  All  travelers  have  borne  testimony 
to  Swedish  honesty,  but  no  one  has  attempted  to  discover  the 
cause  of  a  distinction  so  honorable.  I  have  songht  for  it  in 
their  laws,  hi  their  sociiil  .and  numicipal  institutions,  pari  iculai-ly 
in  the  judicial  department.  There  is  no  t'ounlry  with  whoso 
jurisprudence  I  am  acquainted  in  which  personal  liberty  is  no 
w-ff  sw-./r--'?  ,■  none  i,i  which  the  vioIati.-.n  »t"  ti  is  i-i;;!  '■■  d 
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with  so  miioh  certainty  and  promptitude ;  none  in  which  civil 
justice  is  administered  with  so  much  dispatch  and  80  little 
expense.  These  are  strong  assertions,  but  I  shall  brint?  with 
me  the  ])rc>()fs.  It  is  surpnsing,  it  is  un<iccountable,  that  a 
nystein  ditfenng  so  essentially  from  every  other  in  Europe, 
aii<l  so  IVn tight  with  valuable  matter,  should  have  remained  to 
this  day  locked  up  in  the  Swedish  and  Runic  tongucA,  and 
that  not  the  slii;)itest  information  on  this  interesting  subject 
couM  be  found  either  in  Ensrlish  or  French.  I  shouhl  have 
thoui^ht  that  sonie  Swede,  from  national  pride,  if  not  from 
})hilanthn)py,  would  have  diffused  the  knowledge  of  them 
throughout  Kuroi»e." 

lie  likod  the  sensibility  of  the  cultivated  Swedes.  Of  a 
contrcrt  \vlii(;h  lie  attended  at  Stockholm,  he  writes  in  hid 
diary  :  "  Kvery  part  was  executed  extremely  to  my  satist^ic- 
tioii ;  but  what  most  interestctl  me  was  the  perfect  attention, 
an<l  tlu?  unooiumou  di'ttr<?e  of  foelin*;  exhibite*!  bv  the  au- 
dii'iUM'.  1  liMvc  nowJK'iv  witui'ssi'd  tlw»  like.  Kverv  counli*- 
naiii'i?  was  alVcctcd  bv  those  emotions  to  whii-h  tlu*  music  w:h 
adapt  I'll.  Ill  Knirlaud  you  set*  no  expre.ssiou  painted  i.i\\  ilie 
visage  at  a  coueerl.  All  is  somber  :m<l  yrini.  Thev  crv 
'bravo!  bravis^imo,'  with  the  same  countenance  that  ihey 
*  (i — d  tlamu.' 

To  i)\w  Swetlish  cu>tom,  however,  he  objects.  "  Do  roniiiitl 
me/'  he  writts  to  ThtM)d«)sia,  'Mo  ixive  vou  a  diss4>rtatioH  i'«n 
loekiuuf  iloors.  Kvery  person,  of  every  sex  an<l  s;r:ide,  roint.*s 
in  without  knoekini;.  IMumi)  into  v*>tir  be«lroom.  Thev  d«> 
not.  si'i'm  at  all  embarras^^eil,  uor  think  of  apolopzin;;  at  tiiid- 
iiiLj  vou  in  ht'd,  or  ilressiui;,  or  iloiuLT — uo  matter  what,  but  •/•» 
riufhl  on  and  tell  their  storv  .'i*^  if  all  were  rii^ht.  If  the  «huir 
be  locketl  and  the  kev  outside  (thev  use*  allourether  spiinii 
locks  here),  no  matter  ;  they  unloek  the  dotir,  autl  in  they 
come.  It.  is  vain  to  <lesire  them  to  knock  ;  they  <lo  not  c^lU^ 
jnelu-nil  you,  and  if  they  tlo,  jiay  no  nnmner  of  attention  In 
it.  It  took  me  six  weeks  to  teach  mv  <»ld  Amni  not  to  eonie 
in  without  knockiui,^;  and,  fmally,  it  was  only  by  api><»arin!i  to 
get  into  a  most  violent  ])assion,  autl  threatenint;  to  blow  out 
her  Ytraiiis,  which  slio  had  not   the  least  doubt  I  w«>nld    ilo 
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without  ceremony.  I  engage  she  is  the  only  servant  in  all 
Sweden  who  ever  knocks.  Notwitli standing  all  iny  caution, 
I  have  been  almost  every  day  disturbed  in  this  >vay,  and  once 
last  week  was  surprised  in  the  most  awkward  situation  imag- 
inable. So,  madam,  when  you  come  to  Sevenska,  remember 
to  lock  the  door,  and  to  take  the  key  inside."* 

One  more  mad  entry  in  his  journal.  He  was  assailed  by 
bed-bugs:  "Got  up,  and  attempted  to  light  candle,  but  in 
vain.  Had  flint  and  matches,  but  only  some  shreds  of  punk, 
which  would  not  catch.  Recollected  a  gun  which  I  had  had 
on  a  very  late  journey ;  filled  the  pan  with  powder,  and  was 
just  going  to  flash  it,  when  it  occuned  that,  though  I  had  not 
loaded  it,  some  one  else  might.  Tried,  and  found  it  a  very 
heavy  charge.  What  a  flne  alarm  it  would  have  made  if  I 
}iad  flred.  Then  poured  out  some  powder  on  a  piece  of  paper, 
put  the  shreds  of  punk  with  it,  and,  after  fifty  essays,  suc- 
ceeded in  firing  the  powder ;  but  it  being  quite  dark,  had  put 
more  powder  than  intended  ;  my  shirt  caught  tire  ;  the  papers 
on  my  table  caught  Are ;  burned  my  fingers  to  a  blister,  the 

*  To  show  how  dificrently  the  same  thinj?  affeots  different  minds,  I  quote 
the  folk>\^'ing  from  one  of  Bayard  Taylor's  recent  letters  from  Sweiien: 
"There  is  something  exceedingly  primitive  and  unsophisticated  in  tiie  man- 
Ders  of  these  northern  people  —  a  str.ii;^litforward  honesty,  whicii  takes  the 
honesty  of  oth(?r8  for  granted  —  a  latent  kindness  and  good-will  wliieh  ni;jy 
at  first  bo  overlooked,  because  it  is  not  demonstrative,  and  a  total  uneon- 
fKuousness  of  what  is  called,  in  highly  civilized  circles,  'propriety.'  The  very 
freedom  of  manners  which,  in  some  crountries,  might  denote  laxity  of  morals, 
ifl  hero  the  evident  stanjp  of  their  purity.  The  thought  has  often  recurred  to 
me  —  which  is  the  most  tnily  pure  and  virginal  nature,  the  fastidious  Anu-ri- 
can  girl,  who  blushes  at  the  sight  of  a  pair  of  Ixwts  outside  a  jicnileman's 
bedroom  door,  and  who  requires  that  certiin  unoffending  j)arts  of  the  boMy 
and  articles  of  clothing  should  be  designated  by  delicately  circumlocutious 
tenns,  or  the  simple-minded  Swedish  women,  who  come  into  our  bedroome 
with  coffee,  and  make  our  tires  vvlide  we  get  up  and  dress,  conung  and  going 
during  all  the  various  st^jges  of  the  toilet,  with  the  frankest  unconsciousneas 
of  impropriety  ?  This  Is  modesty  in  its  healthy  and  natural  developmeni, 
not  in  thase  morbid  forms  which  suggest  an  ima;:ination  ever  on  the  alert  Ibr 
prurient  images.  Nothing  has  contiruiod  my  impression  of  the  virtue  of  tho 
northom  Sweiles  more  tlum  this  fiuit,  anrl  I  have  rarely  felt  more  respect  for 
woman,  or  more  faith  in  tho  inherent  purity  of  her  nature.'' 
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loft  li.infl,  fort  an  fit  ely.  It  seemed  like  a  general  conflagrratlon, 
SufcecMldd,  liowcvor,  in  lighting  my  candle,  and  passed  the 
nii::]it,  till  live  this  morning,  in  smoking,  reading,  and  writing 
this." 

The  last  incident  of  his  Swedish  experience  was  the  most 
agreeable  one.  A  young  man,  Luning  by  name,  had  formed 
an  enthusiastic  friendship  for  Colonel  Burr  at  Stoekhohn. 
Something  IcmI  the  warm-hearted  Swede  to  suspect  that  his 
friend  was  embarrassed  for  money,  which,  indeed,  was  the 
fact  toward  the  close  of  his  residence  in  Sweden.  His  purse 
ran  low  enough  to  alarm  a  man  less  confident  in  the  resour- 
ces of  his  wit.  A  few  days  ailer  he  had  left  the  country, 
and  left  it  never  to  return,  he  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lu- 
ning which,  in  his  broken  English,  ran  thus :  "  It  may  very 
easy  be  the  case,  that  by  the  behaviour  of  your  agent,  who 

iiH)k  the rix-dolls.,  or  by  tho  interruption  of  correspond- 

enc(»  between  (Icrniany  and  England,  you  may  come  in  any 
ctnban:issnicnt,  I  take  nivsclf  the  libertv  to  send  vou  the  in- 
closed  letter,  at  tiie  ])ro(lacing  of  which  Mr.  II.  Krauer  will 
TKiv  von  one  thousand  marks,  lianibnrjjr  currencv,  which  vou'll 
1  ►lease  lo  reimburse  when  you  arrive  in  England  or  America. 
1  can  not  tell  vou  how  much  I  am  thankful  to  Providence  for 
having  lhvcu  nie  the  pleasure  to  get  acquainted  with  a  man 
whom  1  admired  lonix  airo.  I  esteemed  vou  before,  now  I 
love  vou." 

''Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  thing  to  equal  this,  except  in 
novels  V"  wrot(*  Hurr  in  his  diarv  that  niiirht. 

As  he  was  leaving  Sweden,  he  learned  that  he  had  been  the 
subject  of  discussion  in  the  newspapers  for  a  considerable 
tini(\  Ibit  his  heart  and  his  skin  were  hardened  against 
jiews])a]»ers,  and  he  had  not  the  curiosity  to  inquire  what  the 
Swedish  editors  had  to  say  about  him. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

LOYE-CnASE  IN  GERMANY,  AND  JOURNEY  TO  PARIS. 
LsAvm  SwKDKK — Two  Wrkks  at  Copeniiaoes  —  At  Hambuko  —  Cut  bt  the  Amkb- 

ICAKB  —  TlIK  LaDT  DbXTLST  — I*A88POItTS  DELAYED  —  ToUR  IN  (^KRM ANY  —  At    WkI- 

MAR  — QoRTirR  —  WiF.LANn— TiiR  DfCAL  CouRT  —  Ooetiie's  Tiieatrr  — Odd  Rex- 
contes  wcrn  tub  Duoiiew  —  A  Srbiouh  Passion  —  Ank»i)OTR  —  At  Gotiia  —  Iln 
Familiaritt  witu  the  Dl'ke  —  The  Princess  Locise  —  lxciDEN*re  at  tub  Frank- 
roBT  Balu 

Colonel  Burr  had  taken  the  bold  resolution  of  attempting 
to  reach  Paris,  giving  out  that  he  feared  tiie  Stockholm  winter, 
and  was  going  to  Paris  as  a  traveler  merely. 

He  lell  Sweden  on  the  21st  of  October,  1809,  in  company 
with  the  two  young  New  Yorkers,  llosack  and  Robinson,  and 
crossed  in  an  open  boat  to  Eisinore  on  the  coast  of  Denmark. 
On  the  magnificent  terrace  there,  fronting  the  sea,  he  saw  with 
interest  the  square  stone  pillar,  four  feet  high,  which  enjoys 
the  lucrative  reputation  of  marking  the  tomb  of  Ilamlet.  For 
a  day  or  two  the  party  lingered  in  the  curious,  ancient  town, 
and  then  proceeded  to  Copenhagen. 

Burr  spent  two  weeks  at  that  interesting  capital.  As  was 
bis  wont,  he  became  acquainted  with  every  body  of  import- 
ance and  saw  every  thing  of  interest.  Here,  too,  he  found 
liimself  to  be  a  well-known  j)erson,  the  leading  facts  of  his  life 
being  familiar  to  well-iufbrmed  Danes.  His  stay  was  rendered 
the  more  agreeable  by  the  friendship  and  hospitality  of  Mr. 
Olsen,  whom  Colonel  Burr  had  formerly  known  as  the  Danish 
embassador  to  the  United  States.  The  libraries  and  scientific 
collections  of  Copenhagen  occupied  much  of  the  travelers'  at- 
tention ;  they  are  on  a  stupendous  scale  considering  the  re- 
sources of  the  kingdom,  and  attest  its  ancient  culture.  He 
Tvas  making  a  little  collection  of  coins  for  his  grandson,  and 
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happening  to  inquire  where  such  things  were  sold,  it  \ras 
noised  abroad  that  ho  was  learned  in  the  coin-science  ;  a  repu- 
tation wliich  lie  found  awkward  in  a  city  which  boasts  a  coHeo- 
tinn  of  ibrty  thousand  specimens,  and  where  the  subject  was 
pursued  with  <»nthnsiasni.  He  was  inucli  in  the  courts  of  Ci>- 
])enha2^on.  Tlio  "  Committees  of  Conciliation,"  a  feature  of 
the  Danish  legal  system  wliich  he  greatly  admired,  were  nii- 
nutuly  inquired  into  by  him,  and  he  told  the  learned  judge  who 
gave  him  the  information  on  the  subject,  that  he  intended,  on 
his  return  home,  to  recommend  his  countrymen  to  adopt  the 
idea.  J5ut  perhaps  it  was  the  possible  emperor  of  Mexico  who 
made  theses  inquiries. 

From  Coj^cnhagen,  by  easy  stages  in  a  wicker  wagon,  the 
three  Americans  made  their  wav  to  Hamburjr:  or  rather  to 
Altnn.M,  the  Danish  ])ort  which  adjoins  Hamburg.  Hamburg 
itself.  bciuLT  more  deci<ledlv  un«ler  French  influence  at  that 
time  than  J)cnniark,  Colonel  Hurr  thought  it  best  to  iix  Ids 
residence  it)  tlie  Danish  city,  the  gates  of  the  two  places  bcuig 
only  a  third  of  a  mile  aj)art. 

He  had  now  to  encounter  a  c<)m]>lication  of  hostile  oircnm- 
stanees.  For  the  last  six  months,  he  had  been  out  of  the  great 
nioveiuents  of  the  time,  in  a  safe  and  peaceful  haven.  l»ut 
IlariiburLT  was  within  the  circle  of  activitv,  and  manv  Ameri- 
cans  were  there,  merchants,  explains,  travelers,  and  others,  all 
ol'  whom  ])roved  inimical  to  him.  The  ex-Vice-lVi'sident  wa?* 
rt/f  by  them  all,  an*!  other  marks  of  disresj)ect  were  shown 
him.  ''  What  a  h^t  of  rascals  they  must  be,"  he  wrote,  whi-n 
he  heard  of  their  hosliliiv,  ''to  make  war  on  one  whom  thev 
do  ii(»t  kn(»w  ;  or  one  if/to  jfrrtf  dnl  Imnu  nr  tris/off  ffwni  ^» 
a  Ji'dntin  hvhuj  !  Vet  they,  perhaps,  arc  not  to  be  1>hime\i,  for 
thev  are  iiilluenci'd  bv  what  thev  hear."  He  heart],  loo,  that 
the  news  of  his  iiiteniled  j(Mnney  had  been  announced  in  the 
J*aris  newspapers,  and  '*  in  a  manner  no  way  auspicious."  He 
applietl  in  form  for  passpoits  to  J*aris,  ami  discovered  thai 
])assports  to  Paris  were  more  ea>ily  ask<»d  for  in  those  cnntfU- 
tious  times  than  obtained.  Jle  was  kept  h»ng  wailing  tbr  a 
<lecisive  answer.  Wi.'cks  slip])e«l  by,  an«l  his  stock  of  money 
was   exhausted.     At  one  time,  in  Hamburg,  he  was  literally 
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penniless.  It  was  then  that,  against  his  will  and  contrary  to 
his  intention,  he  nsed  the  bill  for  a  thousand  marks  sent  him 
by  the  generous  Luning.  He  was  in  doubt  whether  he  could 
continue  his  journey  to  the  French  capital ;  England  was  closed 
against  him ;  his  own  countrymen  abhorred  him  ;  he  was  des- 
titute of  resources.  It  is  no  wonder  that  in  such  circumstan- 
ces he  shrunk  from  writing  home.  "  What  can  I  write  ?"  he 
said.  "To  be  silent  as  to  my  intended  movements  would  be 
strange,  and  to  tell  the  true  state  of  things  afflicting  to  my 
friends." 

But  never  was  he  in  better  spirits.  His  diary,  always  lively, 
becomes,  durinsf  this  period,  frolicksome  and  comic.  Pages  of 
it  are  filled  with  the  ludicrous  history  of  a  toothache  that 
racked  him  for  days  and  nights.  He  narrates  all  the  various 
means  tried  for  quelling  the  rebellion,  till  he  was  driven  to  the 
only  remedy  that  never  fails.  He  was  directed  to  the  resi- 
dence of  a  dentist,  where  he  was  received  with  excessive  polite- 
ness by  a  gentleman  and  lady !  The  ladij  approached  liim  in 
a  lively,  officious  manner,  and  was  about  to  apply  her  hands 
to  his  face.  Not  relishing  such  an  advance  at  that  particular 
moment,  he  begged  her  not  to  trouble  herself,  and  informed 
her  that  he  had  come  to  have  a  tooth  drawn. 

"Very  well,  monsieur,  it  is  I  who  will  do  the  business  for 
you." 

"  You,  madam  ?" 

"  Yes,  I." 

"  But,  really,  is  there  strength  enough  in  those  little  hands 
of  yours?" 

"  You  shall  see,  monsieur." 

He  submitted.  The  tooth  was  drawn  with  dexterity,  and 
he  rewarded  the  fair  operator  with  a  ducat  and  a  kiss. 

The  best  society  of  Hamburg  and  Altona  threw  open  wide 
its  doors  to  the  celebrated  traveler.  Judges,  advocates,  em- 
bassadors, city  officials,  professors,  with  their  families  and 
friends,  were  the  daily  associates  of  the  man  whom  his  coun- 
trymen shunned,  and  who  had  been  lately  obliged  to  pawn 
his  pencil,  for  lack  of  the  sous  wherewith  to  pay  the  toll  of  a 
bridge.     His  most  interesting  acquaintance   was   Professor 
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Ebelinp:,  a  man  prodigiously  versed  in  the  statistics  of  the 
UiiitcMl  States.  "  ITis  libr«iry  of  American  books  is  nearly  as 
laige  as  all  the  Richmond  Hill  library,"  wrote  Burr  to  \m 
daiiiirhtor.  To  this  vast  collection  Colonel  Burr  was  able  to 
a<hl  Ronic  rocont  statistics,  and  a  valuable  map  of  Carolina, 
which  were  of  crojit  use  to  the  learned  professor.  A  w.irm 
feeling  sprung  up  between  them.  Ebeling  sent  Theodosia  a- 
set  ot"  his  works,  and  gave  Burr  viiluablc  introductions  to 
8(^holars  in  (Germany,  whither  he  was  preparing  to  go.  One 
of  these  was  to  "  Mr.  Niebuhr,"  whom  Ebeling  described  as 
"the  son  of  the  celebrated  Arabian  traveler,"  who  is  now 
cljiellv  known  to  the  world  as  the  father  of  the  historian.  Nie- 
buhr  was  ihvn  privy  councillor  to  the  king,  and  liad  not  yet 
lectured  on  Roman  history. 

After  niueh  negotiation,  and  many  inten'iows  with  embas- 
sadors and  other  magnates,  permission  to  visit  Paris  readied 
Colonel  r>urr,  just  as  he  was  leaving  Denmark  for  a  short  tour 
in  (T(Minany.  He  continued  his  journey,  nntwithstauiling,  and 
)>:isse(l  six  exciting  weeks  in  Germany.  He  visited  Hanover, 
I5run<\vi(!k,  (iolliiigtMi,  Gothn,  Wkimau,  Frankfort,  and  iuter- 
nuMJiMtt!  places  ;  at  each  ot*  which  he  saw  the  most  interestiui^ 
jxM'sons. 

At  (lottingcn,  he  became  intimate  with  Professor  Hi.M?rcn, 
then  in  till- prime  of  his  celebrity.  ''Professor  Heeren,*' he 
wrote  in  his  diarv  one  eveninix,  "  told  me  two  verv  imiHutant 
articles  of  news.  1st,  The  divorce  of  emperor  and  empress. 
The  manner  of  it  is  noble  and  worthy  of  him.     2<1,  77/6-  rht^fi- 

?•(>/•'.'*  (f. >:.<((  nt  t<i  tftt.  hithjn  luhin'i.  <>/*  Mt  ,Ciro  Utid  t/n'  f*f/ur  Sjifin- 
is/i  rolunim.  Now  wliv  the  devil  di<ln't  he  tell  me  of  this  two 
years  aixo  ?"  Atnl  why  di«l  Aaron  Burr  linger  in  Germany 
when,  at  la^t,  it  ?/'<^s•  told  him?     We  shall  see  in  a  moment. 

W«*iniar  he  reac^hed  on  the  iid  of  January,  181(».  Five  de- 
lightful days  he  passed  at  that  illustrious  abode  of  genius,  and 
saw  the  threat  men  and  great  personages,  whost*  residence 
at  Wriniar  inunortali/.'-*!  its  nanu'.  Goethe,  then  in  his  majes- 
tic i»rinie,  our  traveler  met  several  times,  ami  attended  an  even- 
itig  j)arty  at  his  hous(» ;  but,  unfortunately,  adds  not  a  won!  to 
the  bare  mention  of  the  fact.     He  became  somewhat  intimate 
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with  "  the  amiable  and  good  Wieland."  He  enjoyed  a  tete-d- 
teto  with  the  Baroness  De  Stein.  He  was  presented  at  court, 
dined  with  the  ducal  family,  and  took  tea  with  the  princely  la- 
dies, "all  in  calico  and  en faniiUe?'*  "The  princess  Caroline 
would  be  happy  to  sec  him  any  morning,"  said  la  Baronne 
De  Stein.  At  the  theater,  the  celebrated  theater,  Goethe's 
theater,  he  saw  a  **  serious  comedy"  performed  "  perfectly  to 
bis  satisfaction,"  while  the  duke,  Goethe's  duke,  sat  in  his  lit- 
tle open  side  box,  without  an  attendant,  and  in  plain  clothes. 

A  curious  renconter  he  had  in  the  streets  of  Weimar.  Pass- 
ing along,  he  saw  a  little  girl  three  years  old,  making  a  stnnd, 
and  refusing  to  move.  Two  ladies  were  trying  in  vain  to  pre- 
vail on  her  to  go  on.  The  gallant  American  crossed  over  to 
try  his  powers  of  persuasion,  which  were  potent  with  children. 
One  of  the  ladies,  he  perceived,  was  a  countess  he  had  met  «at 
court,  and  bowed  to  her.  The  other  lady  he  did  not  recog- 
nize at  all,  nor  in  any  way  salute.  Soon  after,  he  met  the  Bar- 
oness De  Stein,  and  told  her  that  he  had  just  seen  one  of  the 
little  princesses  with  the  Countess  De  Peyster  and  a  ^''joUeJille 
de  cfiambre,'''*  It  happened  that  the  "  jolie  fille  de  chambre" 
was  no  less  a  personage  than  the  Grand  Duchess  of  Weimar, 
to  whom  Madame  De  Stein  told  the  story.  Colonel  I>iu*r,  on 
meeting  the  duchess  at  dinner  that  evening,  at  the  palace,  was 
humorously  rallied  by  her  on  his  oversight.  It  is  evident  that 
Burr  was  in  remarkably  high  favor  in  the  courtly  circles  of 
Weimar. 

But  why  was  he  there?  It  was  not  the  fame  of  Goethe  and 
Wieland,  and  the  duke,  that  attracted  Aaron  Bin-r  to  Wfimar; 
bat  an  amour,  a  serious  y)assion  for  a  lady  of  rank.  "  Wei- 
mar, Weimar,"  he  wrote,  "  for  which  I  have  gone  seventy 
miles  out  of  my  way;  have  expended  so  much  time  an<l 
money ;  and  all  this  for  the  lovely  D'Or.  I  shall,  at  least, 
have  the  satisfaction  of  having  performed  my  engagement, 
perhaps  the  only  reward."  Then,  as  the  recent  intelligence 
from  Paris  cross(»s  his  mind,  he  adds,  "  How  little  did  I  know 
how  much  I  should  regret  the  time !"  The  lady  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  court  circle  of  Weimar.  He  was  with  her  con.. 
Htantly  there,  and  appears  to  have  been  no  unwelcome  cava- 
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licr.  His  passion  f^rew  as  tho  (la}n)  passed  on,  till  he  became 
8o  completely  captivated,  ns  to  bo  temjited  to  abandon  h» 
InnLT-cherislieil   projects,  and  devote  himself  for  ever  to  the 

ol>Jfct  of  liis  idolatry. 

Ho  saw  Ids  danii^er,  and  soiiglit  safety  in  a  precipitate  flight 
He  was  eiitrasred  to  dinners,  to  parties,  to  balls ;  but,  without 
waitinix  even  to  send  excuses  or  farewells,  or  to  receive  letters 
that  hail  been  promised  him,  he  hurried  away  from  the  sphere 
of  tlie  "sorceress."  "Another  hiterview,"  wrote  he  to  his 
dautjliter,  "  an<l  I  mi(]^Iit  liave  been  lost ;  my  Iiopes  and  pro- 
jeets  blasted  and  abandoned.  The  Iiorror  of  this  last  catas- 
tropiie  struck  me  so  forcibly,  and  the  danger  was  so  imminent, 
that  at  eii^iit  o'clock  I  ordered  |>ost -horses ;  gave  a  crown  ex- 
tra  to  the  postillion  to  drive  like  the  devil,  and  lo  !  here  I  am 
in  a  warui  room,  near  a  neat,  good  bed,  safely  locke<l  within 
the  walls  of  Krtiii-th,  rejoicing  and  repining.  If  you  had  been 
near  me,  I  shmild  iiave  had  none  of  this  tn»uble." 

As  he  was  writing  the  above  sent<'iures,  an  incident  occurred 
whii'h  showe<l  that  the  struggle  through  which  he  had  pa>si.il 
hatl  It'll  him  in  no  very  amiable  temper.  "About  one  o'clock 
i?i  the  niorninix,"  he  savs,  *' an  ill-lookiiiix  t'ellow  opened  niv 
door  without  knocking,  autl,  muttt'ring  in  (.ierman  soTiu-thiuir 
which  I  <li«l  not  coinprehen*!,  bid  me  put  out  my  cantlle.  Be- 
ing in  no  very  j>lncid  h  inior  at  the  moment,  as  you  see,  I 
curscil  him,  and  sent  him  to  the  lower  regions,  in  Fr4*nch  and 
Knglish.  H(»  :Mlvance»l,  an<l  was  going  to  seize  the  camlle. 
My  umbrella,  which  has  ;i  dirk  in  the  han<lle,  being  near  me, 
I  seized  i%  dicw  the  dirk,  and  drove  him  out  (»f  the  nwnn. 
S«»me  miinitcs  after  I  heard  the  steps  of  a  number  <»f  men, 
ami,  looking  <nit  of  my  wiuthiw,  saw  it  was  a  corj)orars  guar*!. 
It  then  occurri'tl  to  me  that  this  Krfurlh,  beintr  a  irarris»in 
town,  with  a  French  governor,  there  might,  probably  enough, 
b(?  an  order  lor  extinguishing  lights  at  a  certain  hour,  and  I 
had  no  doubt  but  the  gentlemen  I  had  just  seen  in  the  street 
Were  cuning  to  invite  m(»  to  take  a  walk  with  them.  Si»  I 
bundled  up  my  papers,  an<l  put  them  in  my  pocket  to  be  ready 
for  a  lodging  in  the  guard-house.     It  was  only  the  relief  of  the 
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sentinels  going  ronnd  ;  and  who  the  impertinent  extinguisher 
was  I  have  not  heard." 

We  find  liim  next  at  Gotha,  where  he  remained  three  or 
four  days,  and  made  an  extraordinary  impression  upon  the 
reigning  family.  The  duke,  in  particular,  himself  a  biilliant 
man,  was  charmed  with  the  urbane  and  agreeable  American. 
Burr  almost  lived  at  the  palace.  He  spoke  one  evening  of 
Theodosia,  and  chanced  to  mention  that  he  had  a  portrait  of 
her  at  his  hotel.  Nothin*?  would  content  the  duke  but  an  im- 
mediate  sit^ht  of  the  picture,  and  an  usher  was  dispatched  to 
bring  it  to  the  palace.  The  duke  liked  Theodosia,  but  not  the 
portrait.  "  In  the  original,"  said  he,  "  there  must  be  dignity, 
majesty,  genius,  gentleness,  and  sensibility  ;  all  discernible  in 
the  picture,  but  imperfectly  expressed."  Burr,  on  his  part, 
was  charmed  with  the  duke's  daughter,  the  princess  Louise,  a 
lovely  girl  of  ten  years.  Before  leaving  Gotlui,  he  demanded 
a  souvenir  of  the  little  princess.  "  What  should  it  be  ?"  she 
asked.  lie  proposed  a  garter^  which  greatly  amused  the 
group.  But  she  sent  him  a  drawing  of  a  bouquet,  *'  executed 
wonderfully  for  her  years."  On  examining  it,  he  found  no 
name  or  inscription  to  "  verify  the  important  transaction," 
and  sent  it  back  to  have  the  omission  supplied,  which  was 
very  gracefully  done  by  the  little  princess.* 

♦  The  following  is  the  note  in  which  Colonel  Burr  mado  the  request : 

"  TO  MADEMOISKLLE  LA  BAROXXE  DE  DALWIGK. 

"I  beg  pardou,  in  the  first  place,  for  writirij^  to  you  at  all.  In  the  next, 
for  writing  in  En)^li«h ;  but  pn*t?at  exi^cncicH  defv  the  restmiut  of  fonns. 

*'  I  have  received,  with  eutiuLsiusin  aud  delight,  tlie  elejrunt  l)ou(iuet  made 
by  the  beautiful  hand  of  my  lovely  Princess  Ix)ui.sii;  but  I  liave  seaix'hed  in 
vain  for  a  name,  a  date,  an  address,  an  inaoription,  sometliiiig  to  dtnoto  tlio 
donor  and  the  occa8iou.  Alas  1  all  is  blank  and  siU^nt.  Allow  me  to  intnat 
your  in:fluonco  with  my  adored  princess  to  induce  her  to  add  Ikt  mimo  and 
a  date.  The  bouquet  id  sent  for  the  purpose  by  the  bearer  of  tliis,  who  will 
wait  your  orders. 

**  On  anotlier  subject,  interesting  to  yoursclfj  l>e  assiu-ed  of  my  punctu^dity 
and  zeaL  It  is  with  regret  that  1  bid  adieu  to  Gotha.  I  shall  bear  with  me 
to  my  native  forests  the  recollection  of  the  charms  and  hospitalities  of  its 
court 

'•  A.  BURK.»' 
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At  Gotha,  as  everywhere  else  in  Gcmiany,  he  found  \\eth 
|>le  fainiliiirly  acquainted  with  his  career;  *^ duels,  treasuiisi, 
siu'odies,  gallantries,"  to  use  his  own  langunr^e.  The  Baron 
Striek,  tor  oxainple,  chamberlain  to  the  King  of  Prussia, 
whom  Hiirr  met  at  the  court  of  Gotha,  had  read  his  farewell 
spct'ch  to  the  Senate,  and  conceived  for  the  speaker  an  admi- 
ration approaching  the  enthusiastic.  No  American,  in  a  word, 
has  had  siicli  success  at  the  n^iined  courts  of  Germany  as  CoU 
one!  Burr. 

IIo  remained  a  few  davs  at  Frank fort-on-tlie-Main,  before 
entering  the  dominions  of  the  emperor.  Well  supplied  with 
introductions  frc»m  his  friends  in  Gotlia  and  Weimar,  he  was 
at  oncf  at  Imme  in  the  court  society  of  the  city.  At  the  Ca- 
sino tluMc  occurred  two  or  three  ridiculous  incidents. 

"  Wlio  is  that  beautiful  creature  with  the  blanche  bon?" 
asked  Burr  of  a  t'rand  duke  wliom  he  knew. 

"That,  sir,  is  my  daughter;  shall  I  have  the  honor  to  pr^w 
si'Ut  vou  y 

A  few  minutes  after,  liis  attention  was  attracted  bv  anothrr 
ladv. 

"  IVay,  count,''  sai«l  he  to  an  ac<piaiutance,  *' what  line,  v«^ 
lui>tuou»i  woman  was  that  vou  were  just  now  talkinir  wiihl"'' 

''  Who,  the  vcrv  tall  one,  with  the  bon  roui^e  ?" 

'•  Kxnctlv  ;  a  most  strikiuLf  ti'^uri'."' 

'"Tliat,  sir,  is  mv  wit't*.  IJa  I  Iial  Come  here,  mv  dear, 
^lousii'ur  le  Colniul  Burr  wislji-s  to  know  you." 

Tiiis,  said  lie,  was  loo  much  for  one  evening ;  and  haviii;; 
two  other  eni*air<*nicnts,  he  so«Mi  h'ft.  Kctuniimx  lat4*r,  he 
found  tlie  ladic-s  promenading  the  floor,  while  the  gentlcniea 
wcrt'  sratcd  at  car<ls.  This  struck  him  iis  being  an  odd  ar 
ranirt-nuiit  of  the  comi>anv,  and  addressInLr  a  vount;  ladv,  he 
Haid,  *•  Is  there  any  law  furbidtling  a  gentleman  to  walk  wiih 
a  ladv  r 

m 

*'  (>  I  nonsense  ;  how  could  there  be  such  a  law  ?" 

"  Well,  then,  is  it  contrary  to  good  manners?" 

"  By  no  means." 

"  May  I  then  walk  with  you  ?" 

"  Certainly.' 


?> 
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And  80  he  did  for  an  hour,  though  no  gentleman  dared  fol- 
low his  example. 

From  Frankfort  he  went  to  Mayence,  where  his  Paris  pass- 
ports were  to  be  sent.  To  his  dismay,  he  found  they  had  not 
arrived.  He  learned  further,  that  his  intention  to  visit  Paris 
had  been  extremely  ill -received  by  the  American  minister,  and 
he  was  earnestly  advised  not  to  put  his  person  into  the  power 
of  the  French  authorities.  He  was  not  dissuaded,  but  began 
anew  negotiations  for  the  indispensable  passports.  Fearing  a 
long  delay,  he  withdrew  from  society,  and  went  to  reside  in 
cheap  lodgings,  observing  that  ducats  were  of  more  value  to 
him  just  then  than  dinners.  To  his  inexpressible  relief,  how- 
ever, the  passports  soon  arrived,  and  on  the  16th  of  February, 
1810,  he  was  in  Paris. 


CHAPTER    XXX. 


IX    PARIS    UNDER   SURVEILLANCE. 

Itteiivikw  \iiTii  Tin:  Pro  pk  Capokk  —  FRrm.KM  AirnjirTS   nt  Uf.xcu  nil  F»- 
PKinn:  —  Lkttkk  to   For<'iiK  —  Tiir.  Kino  <>k  Wknti*iiai.i\ — rA«wroKT^   Ilirr*K& 

—  rvi'K.R    Si:RVr.ILL\>ri;    or    TIIK    PoLirE — l*KCrNIAKY     Str.VIT^  —  <"rT    BT    TM 
AmKKHAV    i:i:r4l[)KM-H —  InTKUVIKW    with     TIIK     DrC     HE     UovUiij  —  l%>BKI3POyi>* 

KNCB  wnn  TIIK  Amkrican  Ciiamiik  i»w»  Afkairkh  —  Bi'RRH  KxTKr.Mi;  Povkittt— 

t'(Kr>i    V    SmoKV   ClIIMNKY  —  LETTERS  FROM  TlIKODOSIA  —  KXPEDIENTH  FOB  C  ABU* 
Mt.>.NK.Y. 


T^NTiL  Colonel  Burr  licard  from  Professor  Ileorcn  that  Na- 
]><)UM»n  lja<l  (H*!!^!*!^!'*!  to  the  ihilependenco  of  the  8[>a!iisli  prov- 
iiicrs  in  America,  he  ha«l  no  intention  <)f  attenii»lini;  to  reach 
the  ear  of  tlu*  enijKTor.  Tin?  news  of  that  event  elian;^^-*! 
him  (turo  more  from  a  traveler  into  a  politieian,  ami  lhi>uu'h 
lie  eould  n()t  break  awav  imme^liatelv  from  the  faseinatit»n<  ef 
(lerman  society,  yet  haxinu:  onee  done  so,  he  piirsiUMl  his  ob- 
ject with  all  his  own  intensity.     It  was  his  last  hope. 

The  mornin'_r  after  his  arrival  in  Paris  he  hetran  operatn»ns 
hy  dispatchinLC  a  note  to  the  Due  de  C'adore,  Napoleon's  min- 
ister for  iorciLTU  aifairs,  hintin«j:  at  his  ohieet  in  eorniiii;  to  Paris, 
and  a^kiiiL^  an  interview.  In  the  evening;  eame  a  eivil  reply, 
appoint ini;  a  <hiy  ami  hour  for  the  purpose.  At  the  ap]>ointe«l 
tini«\  Colonel  l>iirr  went  to  the  otlice  of  the  niinisii*r,  an*! 
applied  for  admission.  l>ut  the  porter,  on  ret'errini;  to  the  list 
uf  persons  to  he  that  «lay  received,  found  not  the  name  o\ 
]>urr,  and  reluse<l  to  ndmil  him.  This  was  not  a  j^minisini; 
sign.  The  a|>plicant,  t«»o,  had  neirlcctetl  to  brintr  the  due's 
note  LjrantinLC  the  audience.  "•  Fart  u  mitt  hi  ^^  savs  the  diar\, 
"  the  porter  of  the  day  was  a  woman,"  and  ^-arter  much  nej:"- 
tiation,  ;;ut  a<lmi.>sion  to  the  ante-ehatnher.""  He  sent  in  lii'* 
canl  and  was  received;  had  half  an  iiour's  convei*sation  willi 
tlie  due,  in  the  course  of  w  hieh  lie  'jjave  liini  an  outline  oi  his 


IK    PABIS    UNDBB    SU  B  YBIL  L  A  NCB.  553 

viewa  and  plans.  How  incapable  the  ministers  of  Napoleon 
were  of  independent  action,  how  literally  they  were  the  fnin- 
tsters  of  their  master's  will,  is  known.  The  Due  de  Cadore,  on 
this  occasion,  could  only  listen  politely  to  the  statements  of 
the  applicant,  and  give  an  official  promise  to  submit  his  pro- 
jects to  the  consideration  of  the  emperor.  Colonel  Burr  was 
not  elated  by  this  interview,  and,  indeed,  it  had  no  result 
whatever. 

He  waited  a  few  days,  and  then  applied  to  other  ministers, 
but  received  no  answer.  To  less  important  officials  he  pro- 
cured admittance,  but  met  with  no  encouragement.  He  found, 
what  so  many  adventurers  had  to  discover  during  Napoleon's 
reign,  that  every  avenue  from  the  outer  world  to  the  emperor's 
cabinet,  was  beset  with  difficulties.  The  King  of  Westphalia, 
who  had  been  superbly  entertained  at  Richmond  Hill  in  other 
days,  was  then  in  Paris,  and  Colonel  Burr  danced  attendance 
in  the  ante-chauibei*s  of  his  hotel,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  an 
audience.  He  wrote  a  memorial  to  the  emperor  himself,  and 
gave  it  in  charge  to  an  official  of  the  court  to  present.  No 
response.  On  the  ministers'  "  public  days,"  ho  occasionally 
got  the  ear  of  one  of  them  for  a  few  minutes,  and  made,  in 
Rome  instances,  a  favorable  impression ;  but  nothing  followed 
to  give  him  hope. 

Five  weeks  passed  in  these  fruitless  endeavors.  He  then 
addressed  to  the  Due  d'Olrante  (Fouche)  the  following  letter: 

"  ]^[r.  BuiT,  from  the  United  States  of  North  America,  hav- 
ing some  months  ago  seen  published  in  the  Monlteur  the 
expression  of  his  majesty's  assent  to  the  independence  of  the 
Spanish  American  colonies,  came  to  Paris  to  offer  his  services 
to  accomplish  that  object  and  others  connected  therewith. 
He  asked  neitlier  men  or  money.  He  asked  only  the  author- 
ization of  his  majesty. 

**  Mr.  Burr  has  had  conversations  with  persons  near  the 
government,  and  through  whom  he  had  presumed  that  the 
communications  would  have  ])ass(?d  to  the  emperor.  Having 
received  no  answer,  he  proposes  shortly  to  take  his  departure. 
But  being  perauaded  that  his  communications  have  not  been 
understood,  and  doubting  whether  they  have  at  all  been  pre- 
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HC'iited  to  his  inajcsty,  Mr.  Burr  sliouM,  with  very  threat  re- 
pi't,  U'livo  the  country  without  having  liail  a  few  niinuttV 
eouversuiion  with  Jiis  excellency  tiie  Duke  d'Otrante,  for 
whose  talents  he  has  long  entertained  the  highest  veneralii»n, 
and  l»v  whoiri  Mr.  Hurr  is  convinced  that  the  value  of  hi:? 

m 

views  would  he  promptly  and  justly  appreciated. 

"III?  takes  the  liberty  of  asking  an  audience  at  any  hour 
liis  excellency  may  be  pleased  to  name,  and  begs  leave  to  oITlt 
assurances  of  his  profound  consideration  and  respect." 

The  interview  M'as  granted.  But  the  Duo  d'Otraiite  could 
do  no  more  for  him  than  the  Due  de  Cadore. 

The  King  of  Westphalia  being  still  in  Paris,  it  occiirre<l  to 
("olonel  l>urr,  that  through  him  he  could  gain  access  to  the 
empeior.  After  attempting  again  to  procure  an  interviev 
tiucMigh  the  ollicers  of  his  court,  he  wrote  directly  to  the  kinij 
liimself :  '*  Sire — T  take  the  liberty  of  asking  an  interview  with 
vuiir  maieslv,  as  well  to  olFc^r  personally  mv  homaire  us  to 
make  a  connuunication,  of  the  value  of  which  your  niaiestv 
will  determine  in  a  few  minutes'  conversation."  He  received 
iov  an.swer  the  information  that  the  king  was  about  to  leave 
I'iuis  for  twenty  davs,  and  that  nothim^  could  be  d«)ne  until 
his  return.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  audience  was  eViT 
granted. 

It  were  useless  to  narrate  all  the  elforts  nnnle  bv  C'»l"nel 
Burr  to  obtain  consideration  for  his  ]»n»jects  at  the  French 
cnurt.  JI»'  had  small  <'X]u'Ctation  of  sue<-c<s  al\er  the  lirsi  ciiilit 
days  of  his  slay  in  Paris;  but  it  was  not  till  he  had  sj»ent  live 
nionths  ol'  active  exertion,  without  receiving  fri)ni  any  suurco 
tlie  >liL:litt'st  encouragement,  that  In*  linally  abauiloned  all  lhi|»e 
ol*  aecompli>hi!iir  the  object  lor  whieh  he  had  come  to  Kuri*)K.'. 
How  in<h  f:itii:al>Iv  he  atten<led  th(>  audienee-chandaM's  of  niin- 
inters  I  What  lellcrs  and  memorials  he  wp)te  !  H»»w  ]•er• 
ft■ellv  he  mainlaine<l  his  diiriiitv,  in  circumstanci  s  ih:il  maile 
iiim  a  constant  solieitorl  If  his  task  had  been  to  ^^Xxw  mwx 
tin;  mini>ters  of  Najiojeon,  his  sueeess  wonld  have  been  e.i^y 
and  speedy;  and  if  he  couhl  have  stood  face  to  f:u-e  with 
Napoleon  for  half  an  huur,  he  couM  ni>t  have   faih-il  to  niakii 

iinprcHsion  on  a  man  who  had  a  keen  eye  ibr  di.sceniing 
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executive  force,  and  knew  how  to  render  it  available  for  liis 
own  purposes.  If  the  boy-soldier,  Aaron  Burr,  had  begun  his 
career  in  the  Frencii  service,  and  liad  stood  as  near  to  Napo- 
leon as  he  did  to  Washington,  the  Great  Soldier  would  have 
seen  in  the  intrepid,  impetuous  lieutenant,  the  stuff  to  make 
a  marshal  of.  Burr  missed  immortal  glory  by  being  bom  on 
the  wrong  continent. 

The  disappointed  adventurer  now  determined,  at  all  hazanls, 
to  return  to  the  United  Stales,  and  a])plied  for  the  requisite 
passports.  They  were  refused!  No  explanation  was  given 
him,  except  that  he  could  go  to  any  part  of  France  he  wished, 
but  that  his  departure  from  the  empire  was  positively  forbid- 
den. He  was  under  the  surveillance  of  that  perfect  police 
which  could  make  the  empire  as  impassable  a  prison  as  a 
walled  and  moated  fortress.  "  Behold  me,"  he  cried,  "  a  pris- 
oner  of  state,  and  almost  without  a  sous."  Henceforward,  for 
many  a  tedious  month,  his  only  serious  occupation  was  to  get 
out  of  France.  "  All  this  vexation,"  he  thought,  "  arose  from 
the  machinations  of  our  worthy  minister,  General  Armstrong,* 
who  has  been,  and  still  is,  indefatigable  in  his  exertions  to  my 
prejudice;  goaded  on  by  personal  hatred,  by  political  rancor, 
aud  by  the  natural  malevolence  of  his  temper." 

His  first  care  now  was  to  provi<le  the  means  of  subsistence. 
He  had  intended  to  remain  a  month  in  Paris,  and  had  come 
provided  with  money  for  that  period.  At  first  he  liad  lived, 
as  was  necessary,  in  a  tolerable  hotel,  and,  for  the  sake  of 
appearances,  had  kept  a  valet.  Half  a  year  of  this  mode  of 
life,  tliough  he  economized  to  the  point  of  going  without 
sugar  (then  a  dollar  a  pound  in  Paris),  had  reduced  his  tiiian- 
ces  to  the  lowest  ebb,  and  his  situation  was  really  serious. 
Winter  was  approaching,  and  there  was  no  prospect  either  of 
his  leaving  the  empire,  or  of  being  able  to  live  in  it.  He 
wa.s  by  no  means  friendless,  however.  The  celebrated  Count 
Vohiey  he  had  known  and  entertained  in  America,  and  was 

♦  Armstrong  was  an  old  Xcw  York  politidiin,  connwtod  by  niarriaj^o  vdi\\ 
tho  livingtKtoUii,  and  nowdevoUd  to  .rofler.«»(>n.  It  w.h  Armstroiin;,  doubtless, 
that  iufiuonccd  Talleyrand  (anotliLT  of  Burr's  New  York  i^ucsU)  aj^.iiust  tho 
exile. 


55G 


LIFE    OF    AARON    BURU. 


now  his  frequent  associate  in  P«iris.  With  Mrs.  Robertson, 
tlie  widow  of  the  Scotch  historian,  he  was  extremely  intimnti*. 
IIo  soon  had  a  large  circle  of  adiuirinfij  friends  in  the  upucr 
ranks  of  tlie  I^ureaucracy,  and  wjis  evidently  regarded  with  a 
iiivorahle  eye  by  two  or  tliree  of  the  Na|>oleonie  dukes.  Biil 
in  liis  oxtreme  need,  it  was  to  a  countryman  that  he  made 
known  Ills  circumstaiices,  and  applied  for  help. 

Even  at  that  early  period,  there  was  a  considerable  niirabor 
of  American  residents  in  Paris,  a  city  which  was  peculiarly 
dear  to  the  men  who  could  remember  the  Revolution  a<  a 
recent  event.  Upon  the  arrival  of  Aaron  Burr,  the  American 
residents  entered  into  a  combination  against  liiin.  It  wa* 
aijrreed  that  anv  American  citizen  who  should  converse  with, 
speak  to,  or  salute  him,  should  bo  "  cut"  by  all  the  rest ;  an«l 
that  no  ca])taiii  of  a  vessel,  or  merchant,  should  convey  any 
letter  or  ])arcel  for  him.  The  n^essenger  to  whom  were  en« 
trusted  dispatches  from  the  American  minister  to  the  govem- 
mrnt  at  Wasliiiiirton,  was  instructed  to  take  no  k-tter  or  p.invl 
iVom  Aaron  Hurr,  and  to  re<pure  every  one  lianding  liim  a 
letter  (u*  parc(»l,  for  delivery  in  the  United  States,  Vj  pk*dL:c 
his  honor  that  it  containtMl  nothiuij:  from  Aaron  Burr. 

In  spite  of  these  vindictive  measures,  hi*  had  frii.*nds  anJ 
]»artis:iii.s  among  the  Americans  in  Paris,  one  of  whom  wis 
Jvhvard  Griswcmi,  formerly  a  member  of  the  Xew  York  h:ir, 
and  now  a  sjicculating  resident  of  Paris,  and  a  man  of  tortiim*. 
To  him,  as  the  last  loiiis  was  gliding  from  his  purse,  i\»l«Mkl 
Burr  fraiiklv  anil  fullv  revealed  his  situation,  ami  asked  a  l^nn 
of  a  hundretl  and  fitly  guineas.  The  man  of  wealtli  was  hini- 
sclf  temporarily  embarrassed,  but  contrived  to  a<ivanci.'  al»«^iit 
half  that  sum,  which  enabled  Burr  to  exist  during  the  winit-r. 

]5ut  only  to  exist.  IIo  livetl  in  the  cheapest  loilgings,  aii-1 
denied  himself  ncarlv  ev(uv  luxurv.  Frequent  in  his  diaiv 
are  such  entries  as  this:  "  It  is  now  so  coM  that  I  should  W 
glad  of  a  tire  ;  but  to  that  I  have  great  objections  ;  for  \vli:it 
wouM  bj'conie  of  tli(»  iiftv  iilavs,  ainl  somethin''.  I  won't  wW 
what,  which  T  meditate  to  buy  for  Gampillo,  that  will  niako 
his  littli?  iieart  beat.''  Or  this  :  ''  I  never  sjKMid  a  livrc  that  I 
do  not  calculate  what   pretty  thing  it  might  liave  ))OUght  ior 
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you  (Theodosia)  and  Gampillo."  Or  this :  "  I  was  near  going 
to  bed  without  writing  to  you,  for  it  is  very  cold,  and  I  have 
only  two  little  stumps  (of  wood)  about  as  big  as  your  little 
fists.  But  then  I  thought  you  would  so  pout ;  so  I  mustered 
courage,  and  have  wrote  you  all  this,  hussy."  Or  this :  "  1 
wear  no  surtout,  for  a  great  many  philosophic  reasons ;  prin- 
cipally, because  I  have  not  got  one.  The  old  great  coat  which 
I  brought  from  America,  still  serves  for  traveling,  if  I  should 
ever  travel  again."  While  he  was  thus  shivering  in  his  gar- 
ret, one  day,  he  read  in  an  American  paj)er  that  Aaron  Burr 
had  entered  the  service  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  at  a  salary 
of  two  thousand  pounds  per  annum  ;  and,  in  an  English  paper 
that  the  same  mdividual  was  engaged  in  a  project  for  dismem- 
bering the  United  Stfites ! 

It  was  not  without  many  an  effort  that  he  yielded  to  the 
necessity  of  remaining  in  Paris.  When,  through  the  aid  of 
Mr.  Griswold,  he  had  once  more  the  means  of  returning  to 
the  United  States,  his  exertions  to  obtain  a  passport  were  in- 
cessant. He  wrote  to  ministers,  inquiring  the  reason  of  his 
detention,  and,  receiving  no  answer,  besieged  their  ante- 
chambers for  interviews.  One  of  his  interviews  with  the  Due 
de  Rovigo  (Savary)  is  described  at  some  length  in  the  diary : 

"  At  one  to  Duke  Rovigo's.  I  was  the  first,  and  placed  in 
the  ante-chamber.  The  huissicr  told  me  that  the  audience 
would  not  begin  till  two.  '  Why,  then,  sir,  did  you  bid  me 
come  at  one?'  'That  you  might  be  ready  at  two.'  There 
came  in  to  the  number  of  forty-seven ;  a  majority  women. 
Two  English  women  sat  next  to  me.  At  halt-past  two  the 
doors  were  thrown  open,  and  a  huissier  cried  out,  '  Mesdames 
et  messieurs,  entrez.'  I  was  quite  surprised,  CApecting  we 
were  to  be  called  in  one  by  one,  as  I  had  seen  practiced  by 
Fauchet  and  Champigny.  We  all  went  in.  The  duke,  in  full 
dress,  was  at  the  further  end  of  the  room,  and  we  stood,  form- 
ing a  80i*t  of  horse-slioe,  of  which  the  two  ends  approached 
him.  He  began  on  his  right,  and  so  on,  hearing  and  answer- 
ing, generally,  in  about  one  minute.  Some  of  the  women 
kept  him  three  or  four  minutes,  and  some  talking  on  afler  he 
bad  given  bis  answer,  till  ho  had  turned  his  back  and  ad- 
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dressed  the  next.  His  first  question  was,  *Qni  otcs  vons?* 
One  very  ill-looking  fellow  he  asked,  *Et.es  vous  le  Colonel 
Burr  ?'  By  which  I  learned  that  he  had  that  person  in  his 
mind.  T  shifted  my  i)lace  so  as  to  be  last ;  but  some  three  or 
four  others,  with  the  like  design,  got  after  me. 

"  At  length  my  turn  came.  I  announced  myself,  and  told 
liim  I  had  been  refused  a  passport,  at  which  I  was  the  more 
surprised,  as  he  probably  knew  the  nature  of  the  business 
which  had  brought  me  to  France. 

" '  I  have  heard  it  mentioned,  but  I  do  not  know  the  de- 
tails.' 

"  'I  am  delighted,  sir,  to  have  an  opportunity  to  make  you 
acquainted  with  them.  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
being  heard  by  a  soldier,  and  no  other  is  capable  of  jud*png 
of  my  enterprise.  The  milit.ary  genius  of  your  excellency 
will  apj)reciate  my  views.  I  should  be  sorry,  indeed,  to  leave 
France  without  havin^j  been  listened  to  and  understood.' 

"  He  asked  me  to  walk  aside  that  he  might  hear  it.  I  told 
him  that  I  had  it  in  writing. 

"  '  Ah  !  give  it  mo.     I  will  read  it  with  eagerness.' 

"So  I  <lrew  it  from  my  side  jjockot  and  gave  it  to  him,  and 
was  going  to  renew  the  <juostion  of  ])assport. 

"  '  All  !  we  will  talk  of  that  after  I  shall  have  read  vour  mo- 
morial.  I  will  write  and  give  you  a  private  audience  in  a  few 
davs.'     And  then  he  suddenlv  turned  oft'  to  another. 

•  ml 

"  So  that,  after  all  my  pains  to  get  an  audience,  it  hfl? 
amount (mI  to  just  nothing.  It  was  unlucky,  however,  that, 
through  ignorance,  I  should  have  stumbled  on  his  public  day. 
On  any  other  he  gives  private  audience  to  all  who  are  jx-r- 
mitted  to  c^me  in.  I  like  much  his  appearance  and  manner. 
A  han4lsoine  man,  about  forty-two,  very  prompt  and  decider!, 
but  snfli<MentIy  (courteous,  lie  has  the  ajjpearanee  of  intelli- 
gence and  good  breeding  ;  all  which  is  better  than  I  had  beer* 
taULiht  to  exjK'ct.'" 

A  fiNv  (lays  nt'ter,  he  attended  a  grand  reception  at  tlio 
■|>al:iee  (►!'  tlie  Due  Uovigo,  where  he  was  ])resented  in  tbnn 
bv  the  Due  d'AlberLT.  TIk*  Duo  de  Uovitro  had  re.ad  the  me- 
morial,  and  *'said  Koni(»  civil  things,"  but  no  allusion  was  made 


IN    PARIS    UNBBB    SUB  Y  BILL  ANCB.  559 

to  the  passport.  Soon  Burr  was  again  in  the  official  ante- 
cliamber,  and,  though  told  by  the  usher  that  the  due  did  not 
receive  tliat  day,  he  waited  three  hours,  and  "got  sight  of  his 
excellency  by  force  and  demanded  the  passport."  The  due 
escaped  his  importunity,  by  asserting  that  tlie  emperor  had 
consented  to  his  departure,  and  that  he  could  obtain  a  pass- 
port by  applying  to  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Aifairs,  But 
Burr  knew  the  French  government  too  well  to  believe  him. 
**  Words,"  said  he,  "  cost  nothing  here,  and  there  is  often  an 
immensity  of  time  and  space  between  the  promise  of  a  court- 
ier and  the  performance."  And  there  was  hi  this  instance. 
The  due's  assurance  was  literally  nothing  but  a  means  of  es- 
caping from  an  importunate  suitor. 

He  addressed  a  memorial  at  last  to  the  emperor  iiimself,  in 
which  he  told  the  story  of  his  repeated  failures  to  gain  a  hear- 
ing for  his  projects,  and  ofhis  forced  detention  in  Paris.  "  Not 
only,"  he  concluded,  "  did  the  motives  of  my  visit  and  my 
conduct  since  my  residence  in  France  deserve  a  different  re- 
turn ;  at  all  times  I  have  deserved  well  of  your  majesty  and 
of  the  French  nation.  My  home  in  the  United  States  has 
been  always  open  to  French  citizens,  jmd  few  of  any  note  who 
have  visited  the  United  States  have  not  experienced  my  hos- 
pitality. At  a  period  when  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  was  hostile  to  France  and  French- 
men, they  received  from  me  efficient  protection.  These,  sire, 
are  my  crimes  against  France !  Presuming  that  a  proceeding 
so  distressing  and  unmerited  —  so  contrary  to  the  laws  of  hos- 
pitality, to  the  fame  of  your  majesty's  magnanimity  and  just- 
ice, and  to  that  of  the  courtesy  of  the  French  nation,  must  be 
without  your  majesty's  knowledge,  and  that,  amid  the  mighty 
concerns  which  weigh  on  your  majesty's  mind,  those  of  an  in- 
dividual so  humble  as  myself  may  have  escaped  your  notice, 
I  venture  to  intrude  into  your  presence,  and  to  ask  either  a 
passport  to  return  to  the  United  States,  or,  if  in  fact  your 
majesty,  with  the  expectation  of  rendering  me  useful  to  you, 
sliould  wish  a  further  delay,  that  I  may  be  informed  of  the 
period  of  that  delay,  that  I  may  take  measures  accordingly 
for  my  subsistence." 
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No  answer  was  vouchsafed  to  this  memorial^  which  may 
never  have  reached  the  emperor. 

Before  llie  winter  set  in,  Colonel  Burr  brought  himself  to 
apply  to  the  American  minister  for  a  certificate  of  citizenship, 
the  possession  of  which,  he  erroneously  supposed,  would  se- 
cure the  consent  of  the  French  government  to  his  departure. 
General  Armstrong  was  absent,  and  had  left  in  charge  of  the 
embassy  Jonathan  Russell,  of  Rhode  Island.  To  him  Colonel 
Burr  formally  applied.  Russell  replied,  that  "the  province  of 
granting  passports  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  belongs  to 
the  consul,  to  whom  all  wishing  for  that  ]>rotection  must  a|>- 
ply."  Colonel  Burr  applied  to  the  consul  ;*  who  answi>re<1, 
that  "  his  knowK»(lge  of  the  circumstances  under  which  Mr. 
Burr  Iffl  the  United  States  rendered  it  his  duty  to  decline 
giving  Mr,  Burr  either  a  passport  or  a  permis  de  sejour,"  but 
that  '*  the  charge  des  affiiires  unquestionably  possessed  full  au- 
thority to  grant  protection  in  either  of  those  forms  to  any 
j)orsou  to  whom  it  uiight  be  improperly  denied  by  the  ctmsul." 
Colonel  Burr  accordingly  apj)litMl  again  to  the  charge  des  af- 
faires, transmitting  the  consul's  note,  and  denying  the  right  <>f 
a  foreign  minister  to  inquire  into  any  ^^  circitffistanceH''^  other 
than  those  which  tend  to  prove  or  disprove  the  claim  to  cili- 
zcnshij).  But,  continued  Burr,  *Mf  ^Ir.  Rus>eU  should  he  i*( 
a  <lifrurent  oj)inion,  ^Ir.  I>urr  is  ready  to  satisfy  him  that  no 
circumstances  exist  which  can,  by  any  construction,  in  llio 
filighlest  degree  impair  his  rights  as  a  citizen,  and  that  the 
conclusions  of  the  consul  arc  founded  in  error,  either  in  points 
of  fact  or  of  inference.  Yet,  conceiving  that  every  eiti/A-n 
hns  a  right  to  demand  a  certificate  or  passport,  Mr.  Burr  is 
constrained  to  renew  his  api)lication  to  3Ir.  Russell,  to  whom 
the  consul  has  been  pleiL'^ed  to  refer  the  decision." 

To  this,  liussell  rej)lie4l  in  the  following  words:  "  The  man 
who  evades  the  oilended  laws  of  his  country,  abandons,  fi»r 
the  time,  the  right  to  their  protection.  This  fugitive  from 
justice,  4luring  his  voluntary  exile,  has  a  claim  to  no  other 
j)assj)()rt  than  one  which  shall  enable  him  to  surrender  himself 

*  Tlio  (!onsiil  was  Mr.  McHao,  a  lawyer  of  Uichmoad,  who  hofi  figured  ol 

tlio  trial  a-i  oue  of  the  counsel  lor  the  proaeoution. 
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for  trial  for  the  offenses  with  which  he  stands  charged.  Such 
a  passport  Mr.  Russell  will  furnish  to  Mr.  Burr,  but  no 
other." 

The  correspondence  here  rested  for  some  months,  but  Burr 
at  length  replied  to  Russeirs  letter  with  equal  adroitness  and 
effrontery.  To  complete  this  story,  his  retort  may  be  inserted 
here  :  "  Mr.  Burr  asks  of  the  charge  des  affaires  a  passport  to 
return  to  the  United  States.  To  prevent  a  circuitous  pro- 
ceeding, Mr.  Burr  takes  the  liberty  of  recalling  to  Mr.  Rus- 
sell's recollection  that  the  consul  has  declined  to  act  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Burr ;  that  the  question  has  been  referred  to  Mr.  Rus- 
sell, who  has  been  jdeased  to  decide  that  3fr,  J3nrr  is  entitled 
to  the  passport  above  requested.  He  now  wishes  to  avail  him- 
self of  this  decision."  The  charge  could  not  refuse  the  pass- 
port. But  that  document  was  of  no  avail  without  the  added 
sanction  of  the  French  government,  which  had  still  to  be  ob- 
tained. 

We  shall  pass  rapidly  over  the  period  of  Colonel  Burr's 
forced  residence  in  Paris.  It  was  fifteen  months  before  ho 
finally  escaped  from  the  country  ;  during  the  greater  part  of 
which  his  attention  was  divided  between  efforts  to  obtain  pass- 
ports, and  schemes  to  procure  the  means  of  living.  lie  was 
all  activity.  His  mind  never  stagnated.  His  spirits  never 
sank.  He  read  enormously ;  he  visited  numberless  persons 
and  places ;  and  was  on  the  alert  at  all  times. 

His  extreme  poverty  he  regarded  always  in  the  light  of  a 
joke.  "  How  sedate  and  sage  one  is,"  he  says,  '*  with  only 
three  sous."  Ami  again  :  "  I  may  as  well  tell  you  of  my 
economy  iu  this  wine  affair.  Eating  my  bread  and  cheese, 
and  seeinsj  half  a  bottle  of  the  twentv-tive  sous  wine  left,  I 
thought  it  would  be  too  extravagant  to  open  a  bottle  of  the 
good ;  so  I  tried  my  best  to  get  down  the  bad,  constantly 
tliinking  of  the  other,  which  was  in  sight,  and  trying  to  per- 
suade myself  to  give  Gamp,  some  of  that;  but  no.  I  stuck 
to  the  bad,  and  got  it  all  down.  Then,  to  pay  myself  for  this 
act  of  heroism,  treated  him  to  a  large  tumbler  of  the  true 
Roussillon,  and  sallied  forth  to  my  marchand  de  vin  to  engage 
Lim  to  exchange   the  residue.      You   see  I  am  of  Santara's 
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opinion,  tliat  though  a  man  may  be  a  little  the  poorer  for 
drinking  good  wine,  yet  he  is,  under  its  influence,  much  more 
able  to  bear  poverty." 

A  stout-hearted,  jovial  boy,  who  had  been  captivated  by 
Robinson  Crust)e,  and  then  cast  away  on  an  island,  would,  we 
may  imagine,  repeat  with  avidity  the  contrivances  he  had 
read  of  in  liis  favorite  book,  and  take  all  the  hardships  of  his 
lot  in  the  gay  Crusoean  spirit.  Something  in  this  way,  Col- 
onel Burr  took  his  poverty.  He  played  with  it.  He  had  a 
kind  of  pleasure  in  spending  his  very  last  sous,  to  see  what 
would  come  of  it.  "Having  letl  exactly  sixteen  sous,''  he  tells 
his  daughter,  "  I  bought  witli  them  two  plays  for  my  present 
amusement,  and  then  for  yours.  Came  home  with  my  two 
plays,  and  not  a  single  sous.  Have  been  ransacking  every- 
where to  see  if  no  little  ten  sous  piece  could  be  found.  \ot 
one.  To  niako  matters  worse,  I  am  out  of  cigars,  but  liave  a 
little  black,  vile  tobacco,  which  serves  me  as  substitute.  Poor 
Julia  (landlady)  too,  is  exhausted,  being  in  advance  for  inc 
twenty  or  thirty  francs."  Ho  sj)eaks  frequently  of  his  maneu- 
vers to  avoid  the  cold.  Once,  the  wind  blew  down  liis  cliim- 
nev  with  sueh  force  as  to  scatter  tlie  ashes  all  over  the  room. 
"After  various  experitncnts  how  to  weather  the  gah%  I  at 
leiJirth  discovered  that  I  could  exist  bv  Ivinirilat  on  the  tlo«»r; 
for  tliis  purj)ose  1  laid  a  blanket;  and  reposing  on  my  dbi^ws 
with  a  candle  at  my  side,  on  the  floor,  have  been  readisit: 
I/Kspion  Anglois,  translated  from  the  Engli'^li ;  extremely  \\A\ 
written,  ancl,  thus  j)rostrate,  I  have  the  honor  to  write  y*\\ 
this.  When  1  got  up  just  now  for  jK'u  and  ink,  I  found  my- 
self almost  buried  in  asln-s  and  cinders.  Vou  wouM  iiave 
thought  I  had  laid  a  month  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Vesuvi«i<.*' 

His  chiinnev,  indii-d,  was  a  ceaseless  source  o^  annovaniv. 
l*aris  chhnnevs  were  so  irenerallv  bad,  that  it  was  on«»  of  llu' 
trades  of  the  citv  to  (mu'c  them  of  snn)kinLj.  His  sinokv  i-him- 
ney,  however,  en:ibled  him  to  make  a  signal  display  of  ini;e!i'j- 
ity,  and  to  give  l^uisians  one  of  the  tirst  proofs  ever  afl'Tdcil 
thiMu  of  the  valiu»  of  a  V'ankee  notion.  He  engaged  a  *Mti- 
miste''  to  work,  under  his  own  <u<ler,  uj>on  his  iiisup]>oria]»ii' 
chimney.     r>urr  directe<l  tlio  laying  of  every  brick ;  and  llie 
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astonished  mason,  as  he  pnt  each  one  in  its  place,  paused  to 
remonstrate  against  the  absurdity  of  the  plan.  He  was  certain 
it  could  not  answer ;  he  would  not  be  responsible.  "  Mon- 
sieur, it  is  ray  affair !"  was  Burr's  reply.  The  work  was  soon 
done,  a  fire  was  lighted,  and  all  the  inmates  of  the  iiouse 
watched  the  result  with  interest.  It  answered  perfectly.  "  The 
fumiste  gazed  upon  the  fire  with  astonishment  and  admiration, 
and  seemed  to  conceive  for  me  a  most  profound  respect." 

But  this  was  merely  a  private  and  domestic  triumph.  A 
few  days  after,  he  performed  the  same  feat  upon  a  larger  scale. 
He  tells  the  story  in  his  huriied,  graj)hic  way :  *'  To  Madame 
Fenwick's  in  the  character  of /ywiZ5^^.  Every  chimney  in  her 
house  smokes  sometimes,  and  most  of  them  always.  I  was 
railing  against  the  stupidity  of  the  Parisians,  and  quoted  this 
among  other  instances.  She  challenged  me  to  cure  the  evil. 
Accepted ;  and  she  assigned  for  the  trial  of  my  American  skill 
the  worst  in  the  house.  It  had  been  already  in  the  hands  of 
several  scientific  fumistes.  Some  applied  their  remedies  at 
the  top,  and  others  at  the  bottom,  but  equally  without  effect. 
This  morning  was  assigned  for  my  experiment,  and  she  gave 
me  carte  blanche.  At  half  past  eight  I  found  the  mason,  the 
brick,  and  the  mortar.  We  went  to  work.  She,  in  the  mean 
time,  made  me  breakfiist  (coffee,  blanc,  and  honey)  in  the  ad- 
joining room.  She  amusing  herself  at  my  folly.  Several 
visitors  called,  and  all  came  to  see  what  was  going  forward. 
Satirical,  but  pleasant  remarks  were  made.  On  my  part  there 
was  no  sort  of  reply.  At  length  the  work  was  finished.  At 
eleven  we  made  a  large  fire.  The  chimney  drew  to  ])erf('c- 
tion.  The  doors  and  windows  might  be  open  or  shut;  noth- 
ing disturbed  the  draught.  What  added  greatly  to  the  merit 
of  the  result  is,  that  the  day  was  the  most  unfavorable.  A 
vehement  wind  from  a  quarter  that  always  had  filled  the 
house  with  smoke.  'Sir,  if  you  will  announce  yourself  as  a 
fuml-^te  you  will  make  a  fortune.' " 

In  this  instance,  as  in  the  other,  he  built  the  fire-place  on  the 
principle  with  which  Franklin  had,  twenty  years  before,  made 
Americans  familiar.     Thenceforward,  he  boiled  his  potatoes 
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Avitbout  blinding  bimsclf  with  smoke ;  and  potatoes  were  his 
main-stay  sometimes  for  weeks  together. 

The  bitter  ingredient  in  the  exile's  cup  during  his  residence 
in  Paris,  was  tlic  interruption  of  correspondence  with  bis 
daugliter.  Nearly  a  year  passed  without  his  receiving  a  let- 
ter irom  ber.  One  packet  of  letters  reached  himtwenty-three 
montbs  aflcr  it  liad  been  sent.  She,  too,  had  to  pass  eleven 
anxious  montlis  without  bearing  from  ber  father.  Yet  lather, 
daugbter,  and  '*  Gampillus"  wrote  by  every  ship  that  sailed. 
The  times  were  troubled,  navigation  was  as  nearly  as  possible 
suspended,  and  tbe  route  between  the  interior  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  an  obscure  lodging  in  Paris,  was  very  long  and  circn- 
itous.  Moreover,  tbe  arrival  of  a  letter  addressed  to  a  person 
under  surveillance,  and  its  delivery  into  the  hands  of  that  un- 
fortunate individual,  were,  and  are,  two  very  distinct  events 
in  Paris,  the  latter  by  no  means  necessarily  following  tbe 
former. 

When,  ailer  long,  long  intervals,  words  from  the  hills  of 
South  C'aroliiia  did  fuid  their  way  to  the  exile's  ear,  tht?y  wore 
not  words  of  good  cheer.  The  embargo  and  non-intercoursn 
acts  had  ])aralyzed  the  industry  of  the  Unite<l  States.  Theo- 
dosia  saiil  the  (country  was  in  a  dreadful  state.  Produce 
could  scarcely  be  sold  for  any  price,  while  clothing  anil  gi-oco- 
ries  were  dearer  than  ever.  Her  husband  had  *'  oftVrcd  iho 
two  lower  plantations  for  sale,  but  every  body  was  trying  to 
sell,  and  no  one  could  buy.  JiJren  JIftri''''  (her  husband),  she 
a<hl(Ml,  "crjudcinns  the  ])resent.  measures  of  goverinnmt,  and 
joins  in  the  almost  universal  cry  of  free  commerct*  or  war/' 
She  was  puzzled  at  her  father's  ])rotracted  stay  m  l\aris.  "I 
begin  to  think,"  she  said,  '"  that  JLtnnihal  has  rjot  to  Cttpntty 

She  had  to  tell  him,  too,  of  ohl  friends,  who,  when  she  was 
last  in  New  York,  were  <loubtt\d  whether  it  was  *' s;ifo"  l«» 
visit  her;  of  men  who  wished  her  flither  well,,  l»ut  were  .ifniul 
to  speak  of  him  where  speaking  wt)uld  do  him  good ;  of  one 
who  owed,  and  had  promised  pecuniary  supplies,  and  *' puh- 
li.Nhed  himself  a  villain."  I>ut,  exclaims  this  inevmparable 
daughter,  '^.loiiN  Swautwoit  is  true  invariably,  and  nobly 
conspicuous  as  the  sun.     lie  retrieves  the  character  of  man.'' 


IN    PABIS    UNDBB    S  UBV  BILL  ANCB.  565 

• 

Keenly  Theodosia  watched  for  indications  that  the  nation 
was  relenting  toward  her  father.  But  such  indications  never 
appeared.  The  newspapers  seldom  mentioned  his  name,  but 
to  stigmatize  it.  Editors  friendly  to  him,  knew  that  to  write 
in  his  defense  would  only  be  to  share  his  odium,  and  poli- 
ticians were  equally  aware  that  no  supporter  of  Aaron  Burr 
could  hope  to  receive  the  smallest  governmental  favor.  There 
is  no  country,  perhaps,  where  it  requires  so  much  moral  cour- 
age to  defend  an  unpopular  man,  or  opinion,  as  the  United 
States.  Among  the  letters  of  Theodosia,  there  is  one  to 
Albert  Gallatin,  asking  whether,  in  case  of  her  father's  return 
to  America,  he  thought  the  government  would  prosecute  him 
again.  The  language  of  that  letter  is  remarkable.  It  shows 
that  in  soliciting  the  opinion  of  a  public  man  on  the  point  pro- 
posed, she  felt  herself  to  be  asking  a  prodigious  favor.  "Though 
convinced  of  your  firmness^^  she  says,  "  still  with  the  utmost 
diffidence  I  venture  to  address  you  on  a  subject  which  it  is 
almost  dangerous  to  mention.'*^  And  having  made  the  request, 
she  is  still  eloquent  in  apologizing  for  the  vastness  of  the  de- 
mand upon  his  courage,  his  candor,  his  liberality.  "  Recollect," 
she  says,  "  what  are  my  incitements.  Recollect  that  I  have 
seen  my  father  dashed  from  the  high  rank  he  held  in  the 
minds  of  his  countrymen,  imprisoned,  and  forced  into  exile. 
Must  he  ever  remain  excommunicated  from  the  participation 
of  domestic  enjoyments  and  the  privileges  of  a  citizen  ;  aloof 
from  his  accustomed  sphere,  and  singled  out  as  a  mark  for  the 
shafts  of  calumny  ?  Why  should  he  be  thus  proscribed  and 
held  up  to  execration  ?  What  benefit  to  the  country  can 
possibly  accrue  from  the  continuation  of  this  system  ?  Surely 
it  must  be  evident  to  the  worst  enemies  of  my  father,  that  no 
man,  situated  as  he  will  be,  could  obtain  any  undue  influence, 
if  even  he  should  desire  it." 

Mr.  Gallatin's  answer  was  not  decisive,  and  she  was  not 
without  fear  that  prosecution  awaited  her  father  if  he  should 
return.  She  told  him,  three  months  after  the  date  of  her  let- 
ter to  Gallatin,  that  she  augured  ill  of  government,  because 
the  newspapers  most  devoted  to  it  end(?avored  to  keep  up 
feelings  of  irritation  against  him.     Yet  she  thought  the  "  ma- 
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jority  of  the  citizens  were  not  inimical,"  and  she  urfjed  hin 
velieinontly  to  retuni.  She  advised  him  not  to  lan«l  in 
Cliarloston,  but  lo  go  bohlly,  and  at  once  to  Xcw  York, 
wlioro,  if  he  was  attacked,  he  wouhi  be  "  in  the  midst  of  the 
tenth  legion."  If  he  sliould  go  lii-st  to  South  Carolina,  **  which 
both  their  hearts  wouUi  crave,  the  news  of  his  arrival  would 
reacli  New  York  long  before  him,  and  tlie  fervency  of  surprise 
and  deligljted  friendship  would  have  time  to  cool ;"  <.*ahala 
would  be  formed,  and  measures  would  bo  taken.  She  thought 
it  better  for  his  affairs  to  come  to  a  crisis,  than  for  him  to  live 
in  constant  view  of  threatened  ruin.  "T/'Mc  tcorst  couie*^^ 
she  added,  ^^  T  xctll  leave  ei^ery  thing  to  suffer  icit/i  yow.^' 
She  little  thoni^ht  that  her  spirited  advice  would  find  llaimibal 
a  i>risoner  at  Capua. 

Theodosia  devoted  a  part  of  the  letter  just  quoted  to  Blen- 
nerhassett.  She  said  tliat  that  individual  had  written  to  Mr. 
Alston,  necusing  him  and  Aaron  Burr  of"  plans  that  never  en- 
tered the  heads  of  either,"  and  threatening  immediate  ex])0- 
sun^  unless  Mr.  Alston  would  j)urchase  his  silence  by  the  ]»ay- 
nunt  of  tliirtv-fivc  thousand  dollars.  Blennerhassett  said  he  had 
the  |>aniphlet  already  written,  and  its  revelations  would  blast 
the  character  of  (lovernor  Alston  for  ever.  '^As  to  Mr.  Hurr/' 
rcniarkcd  the  Irish  gentleman,  "  I  wish  you  to  observe,  that 
I  long  sinee  ceased  to  consider  reference  to  his  honor,  resourci'S, 
or  irood  faith,  in  anv  other  lii'ht  than  as  a  scandal  to  anv  man 
otlcringit  who  is  not  sunk  as  l(>w  as  hiuisi'lf."  "To  Mr.  Alst*>n, 
also,"  said  Theodosia,  "  he  used  such  language  as  a  low-bre<l 
cowanl  f/nfu  us(?  at  a  distance  ot'  manv  hundred  miles."  She 
added  that  her  husband  had  nut  deiLjned  to  notice  the  "au- 
da(.'ious  swiudliu'r  trick." 

Colouel  l>urr  made  many  end(»avors  in  Paris  lo  im]>rovt>hi9 
tinanccs.  At  one  time  we  see  him  absorbe«l  in  a  spoculatioii, 
in  the  shares  of  the  Holland  Company,  in  which  he  embarked 
all  his  slender  capital.  For  manv  davs  he  was  <m  the  r:u*k  of 
anxietv,  but  he  eventuallv  'raiucjl  a  few  hundred  dollars  bv 
the  vt'Mtiire.  If  he  couhl  have  obtained  a  passport  lo  Ani- 
sterd.nn,  he  thought  h(»  could  have  cleared  ten  tlious^mti  d«>l- 
lars  in  a  few  weeks,  by  a  more  extensive  operation  of  the  same 
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kind.  His  spirits  rose  at  the  prospect.  "  I  will  send  you,"  ho 
said,  to  Theodosia,  "  a  million  of  franca  within  six  months," 
and  then  with  merry  exultation,  adds,  "but  one  half  of  it  must 
be  laid  out  in  pretty  things.  O!  what  beautiful  things  I  will 
send  you,  Gampillus,  too,  must  have  a  beautiful  little  watch^ 
and  at  least  fifty  trumpets  of  different  sorts  and  sizes.  Home 
at  ten,  and  have  been  casting  up  my  millions  and  spending 
it.      Lord,  how  many  people  I  have  made  happy !" 

Dreams  all.  He  tried  in  vain  to  get  the  passport.  He  then 
intrusted  the  scheme  to  a  friend,  who  was  to  act  for  him  in 
Holland,  and  share  the  proceeds  of  the  speculation.  That 
friend  betrayed  him,  and  nothing  that  occurred  to  Colonel 
Burr  during  all  the  years  of  his  exile  touched  him  so  neariy  as 
that.  "  My  dear  Theodosia,"  he  wrote  on  the  day  of  the  dis- 
covery, "  I  am  sick  at  heart,  having  made  the  most  afilicting 
of  all  discoveries,  the  perfidy  of  a  friend.  A  few  days  ago,  a 
slight  suspicion  rested  in  my  mind,  but  I  rejected  it  as  un- 
worthy of  him  and  unworthy  of  me.  It  is  confirmed  with 
every  circumstance  of  aggravation.  I  had  confided  to  him  my 
speculation  with  unqualified  frankness ;  di<clost'd  every  cir- 
cumstance—  things  known  to  me  alone.  I  lia<l  built  on  it  the 
hopes  of  fortune.  He  pledged  solemnly  his  honor  to  speak  of 
it  to  no  one  without  my  leave.  Not  to  take  a  step  but  in  con- 
currence with  me,  on  terms  we  had  agreed.  He  went,  I  be- 
lieve the  same  day,  disclosed  the  whole,  and  associated  himself 
with  another  to  take  it  wholly  from  me.  The  object  is  irre- 
vocably lost;  for,  even  if  he  should  re])ent,  he  can  not  take 
back  liis  communications.  This  man  first  soui^ht  me  under 
very  peculiar  circumstances ;  such  as  denoted  generosity  of 
sentiment,  sensibility,  and  indei)endence  of  mind."  This  is 
more  like  a  burst  of  emotion  than  any  other  passage  in  the 
diary. 

Once,  in  Paris,  he  had  serious  thoughts  of  translating  a 
hook  from  English  into  French  for  a  bookseller.  The  work 
was  in  two  volumes,  octavo,  for  the  translation  of  which  he 
was  to  receive  one  hundred  louis  ;  he  thought  he  could  do  it 
in  three  numths^  which,  he  said,  was  better  than  starving.  The 
most  singular  circumstance  of  this  scheme  was,  that  the  work 
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contained,  to  use  his  own  words,  "  a  quantity  of  abnsG  and 
libel  on  A.  Burr."  Tlie  work  was  probably  "  Lambert's  Trav- 
els it)  North  America,"  u])on  reading  which,  Burr  had  made 
the  following  entry  in  his  journal :  "  To  give  the  character  of 
A.  Burr,  he  copies  part  of  Wirt's  speech  on  tlie  trial  at  Rich- 
mond." It  is  needless  to  say  the  project  of  translating  was 
not  carried  into  execution.  But  he  was  the  man  to  have 
translated  all  the  "  abuse  and  Hbels"  with  literal  fidelity,  and 
without  adding  a  note  of  denial  or  qualitication. 

At  other  times,  we  see  him  hnrrvinrr  about  Paris  investi- 
gating  a  new  mode  of  extracting  vinegar  from  wood,  or  going 
to  see  a  new  ])lan  of  raising  water,  which  lie  said  he  should 
use  in  suj>i)lying  Charleston  with  that  element,  or  insjH»cting 
the  ])rocess  of  making  and  inserting  artificial  teeth,  or  trying 
experiments  iu  the  roasting  of  coffee,  or  rushing  from  official 
to  offnial  fur  tickets  of  admission  to  galleries  and  reviews. 

lie  mive  Theodosia  a  hnlicrous  account  of  the  delij^hts  of 
walking  in  the  streets  of  Paris  at  that  time.  "  No  sidewalks. 
Tile  carts,  cabrioles,  and  carriages  of  all  sorts  run  up  to  tlio 
very  houses.  You  must  save  yourself  by  bracinjj  iiat  airaiii^ 
the  wall,  there  bi'iiig,  in  most  i»laces,  stones  set  up  against  tlio 
houses  to  keep  the  carts  from  injuring  them.  Most  of  llio 
streets  are  jiaved  as  Albany  and  Xew  York  were  before  tlio 
Ivevolntiou,  with  an  open  gutter  in  the  middle.  Some  arelu«l 
in  the  middle,  and  a  little  gutter  each  side,  very  near  the  house*. 
It  is  line  sport  lor  the  cabriole  antl  hack  <lrivers  to  run  a  wheel 
in  one  of  these  trutters,  ahvavs  full  of  tilth,  and  besiJ.atter  lifiv 
jK'destriaiis  wh<^  are  braced  against  the  wall.  The  gutters  or 
eomlnits  for  the  water  from  the  eves  of  the  houses  are  carried 
out  a  lew  feet  from  the  roots,  and  thus  discharge  the  rain- 
water  over  ycnir  head.  In  most  ]>laccs  there  are  no  surh 
j>ip('s,  and  then  you  have  the  benefit  of  the  water  from  tin* 
eaves.  This  was  a  i^reat  ridicule  aijainst  the  citv  of  Albiuiv 
about  twenty  years  ago  ;  but  Albany  has  reformed  the  evil." 

The  last  few  months  of  his  stay  in  l*aris  he  was  p\il  to  nil 
those  shifts  for  ekiiiLf  out  the  means  of  subsistence  which  •i<"n- 
tlcmen  in  ililliculties  are  wont  to  eni|>loy.  He  borrowetl  when 
he  could,  and  pawneil  when  he  could  not.     Into  Gampillu^'i 
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collection  of  coins,  he  made  sad  inroads.  Sometimes  he  sold 
a  parcel  of  books.  Often  he  was  penniless,  and  in  debt  to 
every  body. 

But  all  things  have  an  end.  Colonel  Burr,  at  length,  made 
his  escape  from  Paris.  A  detail  of  the  events  which  led  to  his 
deliverance  will  give  the  reader  a  momentary  glimpse  of  the 
state  of  things  in  France  imder  Napoleon  the  First. 


CHAPTER    XXXI. 


HE   ESCAPES. 

TnK  Ticket  Adventi'uk — ArguAiSTANcit  with  M.  Dknos  axd  tiik  Pre  pr  BiM^ivf* 

—  A     ]{i:i(iiiTr.i:     pRtwi'K.rr  —  Pashpokts    PB«>crRF.i»  —  Ba»<ano*j»    OrscuMiTf  — 

JorUNKY   To    IIol.I.AMi  —  FUKTIIKK  DeLAYA — LeA^'IS    PaKIA  r<iR  EVKK  —  IsCIPEST* 

OK    Ills    Dki'Ap.tikk  — Sail*  fkom  Hollanh  —  ("Am'KEii  bt  a  nBiTinii  Kswati 

—  In   Lom»>n  A<jain  —  Pesmkima — CiiRXiri'i.NErtH  ix  MiAr<»RTrxK  —  IinunnATi 
KFFunTu  lo  Uai.se  Muney  —  Lkavjcs   Loxoum — CnASi  Aftek  tiib  ^^ulp— Saiu 

FOR  Boston. 


The  l>ar(>n  Denon,  wlio  accompanied  Bonaparte  to  Egypt, 
aii<l  wrote  the  celebrated  hook  upon  that  exj>edition,  was  Di- 
rector of  the  Fine  Arts  (hiring  tlie  reign  of  Xajudeon.  Ho 
enj(>yiMl,  l)ut  never  'used  the  eonti<h'nee  of  the  emperor;  as 
Xaj)olo<)n  himself  testified  at  St.  Jlelena.  With  the  ministers 
of  the  emperor  he  had  inthience,  ]>articnlarly  with  the  Due  do 
Dassano  (Maret),  tlu;  Minister  for  Foreign  Uelationj*,  wlio  alst> 
hegan  liis  career  as  a  literary  man.  When  Colonel  J>urr  was 
in  Paris,  l>aron  Denon's  liouse  was  a  resort  for  the  rank, 
le;?rniiig,  and  (relehrity  of  the  Frencli  metropolis. 

It  was  an  act  of  gallantry  that  led  l>nrr  to  an  acquaintance 
with  this  gentleman.  A  certain  Ma<lame  St.  Claire,  whom 
Ihnr  extremely  wishecl  to  gratify,  asked  him  to  pnuMire  for 
her  a  ti<'ket  of  admission  to  the  Louvre.  Amonjj  Burr's  in* 
timate  friends  in  l*aris  was  the  Ducliess  d'AIherg,  wife  of  the 
(irand  Dnke  of  Frankfort,  to  whom  he  had  brought  h'tters 
from  the  (iran»l  Duke  of  Gotha.  From  the  ducliess  CoU)n<'l 
Burr  readily  enough  obtained  the  promis<»  of  tlio  desin^l 
ticket  ;  but  on  Lroinuc  to  receive  it,  lound  that  she  luid  ne^hvioil 
to  j»roc\ne  one.  The  (bike  then  gave  him  a  note  to  the  Pi* 
rector  of  the  Fin(»  Arts,  the  source  of  tickets  to  all  tlie  iiujie- 
rial  galleries.     M,  Denon  received  liim  graciou.sly,  and  on  l»e- 
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ing  complimented  by  Burr  upon  his  book,  became  more  gra- 
cious, and  gave  him  a  ticket  for  two  persons. 

Burr  was  rushing  eagerly  away  to  Madame  St.  Claire,  "  sure 
of  a  very  kind  reception,"  when  he  met  Mr.  Griswold,  who 
said  to  liim  :  "  Sir,  I  am  in  the  most  distressing  dilemma.  A 
lady,  whom  I  wish  very  much  to  oblige,  asked  me  to  procure 
her  a  ticket  for  the  Louvre,  and  I  promised  to  do  it,  but  have 
been  totally  disappointed,  and  dare  not  see  the  lady's  face ; 
can  you  put  me  in  the  way  to  extricate  myself?" 

"  Volla!'*'*  exclaimed  Burr,  producing  the  ticket,  and  giving 
it  to  Griswold,  who  went  on  his  way  rejoicing,  not  suspecting 
that  he  had  only  bestowed  the  "  most  distressing  dilemma" 
upon  his  friend.  That  day  Burr  did  not  venture  into  the  pres- 
ence of  the  defrauded  St.  Claire ;  and  when  he  saw  her  on  the 
day  following,  she  was  in  a  humor  which  nothing  but  a  ticket 
to  the  Louvre  could  appease.  Away  went  Burr  again  to  the 
Baron  Denon  for  another  ticket ;  and  this  Avas  the  most  fortu- 
nate of  all  liis  many  visits  to  persons  of  note  in  Paris.  His  for- 
tunes were  at  the  lowest  ebb.  He  had  not  one  sous  in  the 
world.  The  day  before,  he  luid  had  to  make  a  considerable 
detour  to  avoid  passing  a  place  where  sat  a  woman  to  whom 
be  owed  two  sous  for  a  cigar. 

He  found  a  dozen  persons  in  M.  Denon's  hall  of  audience, 
and  the  great  man  had  not  yet  aj^peared.  "  I  doubted,"  says 
Colonel  Burr,  "  whether  be  would  recollect  my  name  or  per- 
son. On  entering,  he  passed  by  the  rest,  sought  me  out,  took 
me  by  the  hand,  and  led  me  into  his  cabinet,  and  asked  me  to 
excuse  him  a  few  minutes  till  he  should  dismiss  the  persons 
in  waiting.  Gamj)  was  justly  surjirised  at  a  reception  so  un- 
usual. On  his  return,  he  took  my  hand  again  with  both  his, 
assured  me  of  the  plejisure  he  had  in  meeting  me,  and  his  de- 
sire to  be  useful  unto  me.  I  took  him  at  his  word  ;  told  him 
the  business  which  had  brought  me  to  France  ;  the  memoir  I 
had  presented,  and  the  ill  success ;  tliat  is,  the  silence ;  and 
that  my  wishes  were  mnv  confined  to  a  ])assp()rt.  Ho  otfered 
to  speak  of  my  memoir  to  M.  Maret  (le  Due  de  Bassnno),  sup- 
posed to  be  the  most  intimate  counselor  of  the  emperor,  and 
begged  me  to  permit  him  to  peruse  my  memoir.     Agreed ; 
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to-morrow  mornings,  at  ten,  appointed  for  the  pnrpose.  Got 
my  ticket  and  came  off  in  triumph,  that  I  could  now  fulHllmj 
en tra icemen t  to  St.  Claire." 

These  professions  of  regard  were  sincere,  those  promises 
were  i)erformec],  and  M.  Denon  continued  his  good  offices  till 
they  had  accomj)lished  Colonel  Burr's  release. 

A  few  days  afler,  Burr  and  the  Due  do  Bassano  were 
brought  toorcther  at  the  house  of  M.  Denon.  The  occasion 
was  one  of  those  grand  breakfasts,  which  were  fashionable  at 
that  time  in  Paris.  The  due  had  evidently  been  prepossessed 
in  favor  of  Burr,  and  on  sitting  down  at  the  table  (at  half-|»ast 
three  in  the  afYernoon)  invited  him  to  a  seat  next  his  own,  the 
duchess  and  other  ladies  sitting  opposite.  Colonel  Burr  and 
the  due  conversed  much  together  during  the  repast ;  and,  be- 
fore they  separated,  the  exile  had  told  his  story,  and  awakened 
in  the  minister  a  real  interest  in  his  fortunes.  Tliey  talke«i 
much  of  Mexitjo.  Burr  said,  "  it  was  not  yet  too  late  /'  but 
if  Mexico  were  out  of  the  question,  he  had  but  one  favor  to 
ask,  permission  to  leave  the  empire.  On  leaving  the  sainon, 
the  due  showetl  C()h)nel  Burr  very  particular  marks  of  favor, 
and  'Miope<l  he  should  have  the  honor  soon  to  meet  i)im  airain." 
From  that  day,  he  had  a  powerful  friend  at  court,  an*!  the 
prospect  of  a  return,  one  day,  to  his  own  country  began  to 
})nghten. 

Three  months  more  of  ante-chamber  life  elapsed  before  :uiy 
thing  decisive  was  done.  !M.  Denon  was  zealous,  Bassaiio 
was  interested,  Hmr  was  iinpt>rlunate  ;  but  the  emperor,  then 
fondly  anticipating  the  birth  of  the  King  of  Home,  was  jht- 
liaps,  not  easily  induced  to  atteml  to  business  of  small  iniporl- 
ance  to  himself  At  last,  however,  not  far  from  the  very 
birth-day  of  the  imperial  infant,  Cohmel  Burr  received,  with 
unbonndetl  delight,  the  official  assurance  that  "his  majesty 
had  consented  ti>  his  departure  I''  The  Due  de  ]>:issano,  learn- 
ing through  ^r.  Denon  that  Burr,  in  consecpience  of  his  loni; 
<letention,  was  ])enniless  and  in  <lebt,  made  tiie  emperor's  per- 
mission availabli*,  bv  lejnling  him  ten  thousand  francs. 

One  would  suppose  that  his  troubles  were  now  over,  and 
that  nothing  remained  but  to  pay  his  debts,  say  ^ood-by  to 
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his  friends,  take  passage  in  the  diligence  to  the  nearest  sea- 
port, and  sail  in  the  first  ship  to  New  York.  Doubtless  he 
thought  so  himself.  But  never  were  reasonable  anticipations 
more  tantalizingly  disappointed. 

The  pas5j)ort  wrung  from  the  reluctant  Russell  was,  as  we 
have  seen,  of  no  avail  until  it  had  received  the  authorization 
of  the  French  authorities,  to  obtain  which  it  had  to  pass 
through  three  officos.  Through  the  first,  the  document  ])as8ed 
quickly  enough,  and  was  duly  transmitted  to  the  second,  where 
it  remained  immovable  for  fourteen  days.  At  the  end  of  that 
period,  Burr  received  a  paper  certifying,  in  the  usual  form, 
that  the  passport  had  pa85e<l  the  second  office,  and  had  been 
sent  to  the  third.  To  the  third  lie  forthwith  repaired,  and, 
on  applying  for  the  passport,  was  Iianded  an  officially-written 
declaration  that  it  had  not  l)cen  receive<l.  In  inquiring  from 
office  to  office  for  the  missing  passport,  he  spent  Jice  icceksy 
without  getting  any  tidings  of  it  whatov  er.  He  was  then  told 
that  it  was  probably  lost,  and  tliat  the  only  thing  to  be  done 
was  to  get  another  passport,  and  bef^in  again.  He  did  so. 
Contemplating  now  a  delay  of  six  wecko,  and  being  still  haunt- 
ed with  visions  of  wealth  from  the  Holland  Company,  he  re- 
solved to  improve  the  time  by  going  to  Holland.  That  coun- 
try having  been  recently  niade  an  integral  part  of  the  French 
empire,  there  was  no  difficulty  in  his  obtaining  a  passport  for 
the  journey. 

He  went  to  Holland,  and  invested  seven  thousand  francs  in 
Holland  Company  shares,  with  what  result  does  not  appear. 
He  also  endeavored  to  get  access  to  the  directors  of  the  com- 
pany, and  to  lay  certain  ])lans  before  them  for  the  enhance- 
ment of  its  prosperity.  The  answer  he  received  was,  that 
the  directors  of  the  Holland  Company  would  "  hold  no  con- 
ference, nor  have  any  intercourse  with  A.  Burr ;"  a  fact  which 
he  records  in  his  diary  without  remark. 

After  spending  a  few  days  in  Amsterdam,  he  made  a  rapid 
tour  of  the  country,  and,  returning,  had  a  very  agreeable  ad- 
ventnre.  An  American  ship  had  been  recently  brought  in, 
the  Vigilant^  Captain  Combes,  and  was  threatened  with  long 
detention,  if  not  confiscation.     On  Burr's  first  visit  to  Amster- 
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(lam,  he  bad  met  Captain  Combes,  and  heard  the  story  of  his 
mistortunc's  —  but,  on  Iiis  retnrn,  ho  found  the  captain  exuU- 
ini;  ovlt  a  jn'iinit  to  sail,  and  oa^er  for  Colonel  Burr  to  return 
in  bis  ship  to  America.  He  expressed  an  unbounded  regard 
for  Burr,  said  be  bad  laid  awake  whole  nights  thinking  of 
bim ;  i)r()mised  to  tit  up  a  cabin  on  any  plan  he  might  prefer, 
and  declared  that  nothing  would  please  Jiim  more  than  to  !$ervc 
bim.  The  ship  was  a  stanch  and  new  one,  of  fuur  hundred 
tons,  and  Burr  accepted  the  captain's  offer.  Back  he  flew  to 
Paris  to  get  bis  ])assport,  and  complete  his  business  there. 

lie  foun<l  the  pass])ort  just  where  be  liad  leil  it.  But  now 
a  new  diflirulty  arose.  The  ])assp(nt  given  liini  by  Uuswll 
was  made  out  for  Bordeaux,  from  which  i>ort  he  had  intended 
to  sail.  He  now  returned  the  document  to  the  cliargo,  and 
rcipie^tcd  bim  to  change  the  port  of  departure  to  Amsterdam, 
stating  bis  reasons,  and  informing  him  that  there  was  no  like- 
lihood of  a  ship  s.'iiling  from  Bordeaux  for  many  months. 
That  obliging  individual  refused,  point  blank,  to  make  the 
alteration. 

This  was,  tor  a  moment,  a  cnisbing  disappointment,  as  in 
those  days  an  '''opportunity  for  Ami-rica"  from  a  port  under 
control  of  the  Kreiieb  emperor,  was  a  very  rare  event,  and 
the  dav  naint-d  for  \\h\  sailin-jf  of  the  ViffiUmt  was  close  at 
band.  Burr  eoiisulted  Baron  Denon,  who  proni]>tly  intormed 
the  Due  de  B:i^san(>  of  I  he  nt?w  dilemnia.  The  due,  who  w.-w 
now  very  warmly  interested  tor  Binr,  cban<'ed  to  possess  a 
j>ieee  of  inlormatiou  respecting  liussell,  which  enabled  bim  to 
bring  to  bear  upon  bis  virtuous  mind  a  controlbng  intlucni-e. 
The  due  told  M.  Denon  that  there  was  a  jMrsn/t  through  whom 
be  coiihl  reach  .Mr.  Kiissi'll,  but  that  fi/i*;  was  at  the  nionirnt 
out  of  town.  The  duir  wrote  to  the  ladv.  She  returned  to 
Paris  instaiitlv,  and,  on  the  verv  dav  of  her  return,  the  tliio 
received  the  pas^^port.  The  next  <lay  Burr  rcoeivetl  it,  wiili 
all  the  reipii^ite  ot1i<-iaI  si^nattn'cs,  and  (>n  the  day  t'oIlDwiin:, 
.Inly  LMnh,  !Sll,  In*  left  Paris  for  ever. 

This  last  <litIi(Miltv  had  detained  him  a  month  in  Paris,  dnririi; 
\\hi(rh  he  saw  the  letes  and  reviews  that  accompanied  ibe 
cbristenlnir  of  the  Kini'  of  Kome. 
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One  incident  of  his  departure  tempts  us  to  linger  for  a  mo- 
ment. He  received  a  note  from  a  lady  inclosing  a  parting 
present  of  a  metallic  pen,  a  novelty  at  that  time.  "  May  it  bo 
instrumental,"  she  wrote,  "  in  showing  to  posterity  how  much 
you  liave  been  the  victim  of  the  envy  and  injustice  of  your 
countrymen."  Hia  reply,  in  the  style  of  the  last  century, 
when  fine  gentlemen  were  all  adoration  to  fine  ladies,  is  a 
good  instance  of  the  mode.  "  It  is  quite  impossible  for  me, 
madamc,"  he  began,  '*  to  express,  in  a  language  of  which  I 
am  ignorant,  how  much  I  was  surprised  and  flattered  by  your 
charming  little  note,  and  the  ])en  which  accompanied  it. 
Could  I  write  the  French  like  a  Parisian,  it  would  even  then 
be  equally  difticult.  I  have  read  and  re-read  the  note  at  least 
tw^enty  times,  and  examined  the  pen.  This  was  my  amuse* 
ment  for  one  long  day,  which  still  appeared  short.  The  next 
day,  having  to  write  to  the  minister,  I  determined  to  test  the 
inspiration  of  this  pen.  At  first  I  had  much  difficulty  in  per- 
suading myself  to  use  it,  it  was  so  beautiful,  so  brilliant.  At 
last  I  filled  it  with  ink,  and  sat  myself  down  to  write ;  but  all 
my  ideas  (if  I  had  any)  were  wandering.  I  could  think  but 
of  you.  Having  in  vain  ransacked  my  brains  for  half  an  hour, 
I  gave  up  the  business  for  the  time.  The  same  result  followed 
the  second  attempt.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  therefore, 
that  the  pen  ought  to  be  consecrated  to  friendship  and  senti- 
ment, and  never  should  be  sullied  by  appropriating  it  to  mat- 
ters of  business.  The  most  interesting  service  in  which  it  ever 
will  be  employed  will  be  to  express  to  you  the  devotcdncss 
with  which  I  am  your  friend." 

He  went  to  Amsterdam,  where  a  new  obstacle  to  his  de- 
parture presented  itself.  The  long  detention  of  the  ship  had 
run  Captain  Combos  so  deeply  in  debt  that  he  could  not  leave 
without  raising  a  considerable  sum  of  money.  Burr  was  his 
only  resource,  out  of  all  the  fitly  passengers  that  were  going 
in  the  ship ;  and  Burr  himself  had  not  a  third  of  the  money. 
But  he  contrived  to  procure  the  necessary  sum  ;  and  he  tells 
Theodosia,  in  a  very  touching  manner,  how  he  procured  it. 
*'  But  how  did  I  raise  it  ?  The  reply  contains  a  dreadful  dis- 
closure.    I  raised  it  by  the  sale  of  my  little  '  meubles'  and 
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loose  pro])orty.  Among  others,  alas !  my  dear  little  Gamp^s; 
it  is  sliockinu:  to  relate,  but  wli«at  could  I  do  ?  The  captain 
tsaid  it  wiis  impossible  to  get  out  of  town  without  five  huudred 
guilders,  lie  had  tried  every  resource,  and  was  in  dcspur. 
The  money  must  be  raised,  or  the  voyage  given  up.  So,  aft^r 
turning  it  over,  and  looking  at  it,  and  opening  it,  and  putting 
it  to  my  ear  like  a  baby,  and  kissing  it,  and  begging  you  i 
thousand  pardons  out  loud,  your  dear,  little,  beautiful  watch 
was  —  was  sold.  I  do  assure  you  —  but  you  know  how  sorry  I 
was.  If  my  clothes  had  been  salable,  they  would  have  gone 
first,  that's  sure.  But,  heighho  !  wlien  I  get  rich  I  will  buy 
you  a  pri'ttiiM*  one." 

lie  now  went  to  llelder,  the  port  where  the  sliip  lay,  and 
took  up  his  (piarters  on  boiard.  lie  exulted  at  the  prospect  of 
dcinirtun*.  ''  I  feel,"  he  sjiid,  "as  if  I  was  already  on  the  way 
and  my  heart  beats  with  joy.  Yet,  alas!  the  country  which 
I  am  so  anxious  to  revisit  will,  perhaps,  reject  me  Avith  hor- 
j.,„.  *  *  *  y^y  windows  look  over  the  ocean;  that  ocean 
which  separates  mc  from  ail  that  is  <lear.  With  what  [ilcasure 
I  di<l  ;;rccl  it  after  three  vcars'  absence.  I  am  never  wearvof 
lookiiiLC  at  it.  There  seems  to  be  no  obstacle  between  us<ind 
I  alm<>st  tinicy  1  see  you  and  Ciami)y  with  the  sheep  ab«»ut  the 
door,  and  he  'driving  the  great  ram  with  a  little  slick.'" 

There  were  still  some  (lavs of  ai^onizin^  detention.  But  about 
the  1st  of  October,  1811,  the  yif/thi/U  saile<l,  ami  Aamn  Biirr 
looked  for  the  last  time  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  Between 
the  time  when  he  recti  ved  the  emperor's  permission  to  go  and 
the  time  of  his  actual  departure  from  his  majesty's  dominions, 
six  months  elapsed  —  six  months  of  scarcely  remitted  exertion 
directed  to  the  sole  object  of  getting  away. 

That  he  sh(»uld  think  ill  of  continental  Europe,  and,  partic- 
ularly, of  the  Napoleonic  government,  w;ls  but  natural.  **Il 
is  a  melancholy  fact,  my  friend,"  he  wrote  soon  afler  to  Lord 
J»algray,  "that  Europe  is  fast,  very  fast,  rebarbarizing  ;  retro- 
grading with  rapi<l  strides  to  the  darkest  ages  of  intellectual 
and  moral  degia«lation  ;  all  that  has  been  seen, or  felt,  or  heard, 
or  read  of  di'sj»otism  ;  all  other,  past  and  present,  is  taint  and 
feeble ;  it  is  tre'.'dum  and  ease  comjiared  with  that  which  now 
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desolates  Europe.  The  science  of  tyranny  was  in  its  infancy  ; 
it  is  novo  matured,  Within  the  last  fifteen  years,  greater  rav- 
ages liave  been  made  on  the  dignity,  the  wortl),  and  the  ra- 
tional enjoyments  of  human  nature,  than  in  any  former  ten  cen- 
turies. AH  the  efforts  of  genius,  all  the  nobler  sentiments  and 
finer  feelings,  are  depressed  and  paralyzed.  Private  faith,  per- 
sonal confidence,  and  the  wliole  train  of  social  virtues,  are  con- 
demned and  eradicated.  They  are  crimes.  And  you,  my  friend^ 
even  you,  with  all  your  generous  propensities,  your  chivalrous 
notions  of  honor,  and  faith,  and  delicacy,  were  you  condemned 
to  live  within  the  grasp  of  the  tyrant,  even  you  would  discard 
them  all,  or  you  would  be  sacrificed  as  a  dangerous  subject." 

What  a  cruel  disappointment  now  awaited  him!  Before 
tlie  ship  sailed,  he  had  been  haunted  by  a  vague  fear  that 
something  might  still  haj»pen  to  prevent  the  voyage  ;  nor  was 
it  entirely  without  apprehension  that  he  had  observed  from 
his  cabin  windows,  British  men-ot-war  cruising  off  the  harbor. 
But  the  captain  was  confident  of  being  allowed  to  pass,  and 
Burr's  fears  subsided.  But  no  sooner  had  the  Yigilant  put 
to  sea  than  she  was  boarded  by  a  liritish  frigate.  Ofticcrs  and 
men  came  on  board,  and  the  ship  was  taken  to  Yarmouth,  there 
to  abide  the  decision  of  the  admiralty,  whether  she  should  be 
condemned  as  a  prize,  or  permitted  to  resume  l)er  voyage. 
Thus,  after  all  his  labor,  anxiety,  and  expenditure,  Burr  found 
himself  again  on  the  coast  whence  he  had  been  driven  more 
tlian  two  years  before. 

With  characteristic  audacity,  he  wrote  forthwith  to  the 
superintendent  of  the  alien  ofiice  for  permission  to  land  and 
to  go  to  London.  lie  stated  the  cause  of  his  presence  at  Yar- 
mouth, and  described  himself  as  being  "on  board  a  small  ship, 
very  badly  accommodated,  with  fitly-four  passengers,  of  whom 
a  majority  were  women  and  children,  thirty-one  sailors,  thirty- 
three  boys,  and  about  one  hundred  other  quadrupeds  and 
bipeds."  To  his  surprise,  as  well  as  delight,  he  promptly  re- 
ceived the  desired  permission  ;  and,  what  was  still  less  to  have 
been  expected,  he  alone,  of  passengers  and  crew,  was  allowed 
to  leave  the  ship.  To  London  he  went,  where  he  received 
from  Bcntham,  and  Ids  other  London  fnends,  a  joyful  and 
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aflTectionate  welcome.  As  there  seemed  no  near  prospect,  nor 
any  certainty  whatever,  of  the  VigilnnVs  release,  after  WMt- 
iitg  sonic  weeks,  ho  removed  his  effects  from  lier,  and  wm 
or.ce  more  established  as  a  resident. in  London.  The  ship  was 
afterward  released,  but  her  destination  was  changed  to  New 
Orleans,  where  Colonel  Burr  had  no  wish  to  appear.  lie  Iwl 
liis  ])as.saixe  money,  and  had  no  resource  but  the  very  scanty 
remains  of  the  Duo  de  Bassano's  loan,  and  the  property  that 
liad  survived  the  many  safis-sons  periods  of  his  residence  in 
Paris.  P^or  a  short  time,  however,  he  was  the  guest  of  Jere- 
my Bentham,  but  soon  resumed,  in  lodgings  of  his  own,  the 
character  of  a  gentleman  in  difficulties. 

Now  followed  a  struggle  with  misfortune  that  wouhi  have 
been  terrible  to  any  man  in  the  world  but  Aaron  Burr.  To 
him  it  was  not  terrible  in  the  le;ist. 

It  was  soon  apparent  that  a  passage  to  America  liad  become 
an  affair  of  extreme  dilKculty.  Few  ships  ventured  to  sail ; 
and  not  every  captain  would  have  Aaron  l^urr  for  a  passi'nger. 
In  ships  bound  for  New  Orleans,  he  thought  it  undesirable  to 
go.  One  or  two  "opportunities"  for  northern  ])orts,  he  lost 
by  acci<lent.  Twenty  others  slip|)ed  by  because  he  had  nol 
the  inoniy  to  inij>rove  them.  And  thus  it  hap]>ened  thai  be 
was  detained  in  London  nearly  half  a  year. 

Ono  by  one,  the  few  articles  of  value  which  lie  possesses!, 

his  books,  his  watch,  the  few  presents  he  had  saved  tor  hi? 

daughter  and  her  boy,  were  |)awned  or  sold.     It  soon  became 

a  tii^ht  i'ov  7ftere  existence.     He  removed  to  furnished  lodi^inijr? 

in  Clerkenwell  C'lose,  '*  at  eight  shillings  a  week  ;"  only  the 

(lodwins  and  one  American   frien<l  being  admilte«l  to  the  «»• 

erel.     The  weekly  )>roblem  was,  how  to  pay  the  rent,  and  lay 

in  the  week's  slock  of  provisions  and  fuel.     Scores  of  siicb 

untries  as  the  following  occur  in  iht*  diary  of  this  perioil: 

"  On  mv  wav  home  discoVLMe<l  that  1  must  <line.     I  find  mv 
•        •  • 

•appetite  in  the  inverse  ratio  to  my  purse  ;  and  I  now  ronceivi; 
why  the  j)oor  eat  so  much  when  they  can  get  it.  Considering; 
the  state  of  my  tinances,  resolved  to  lay  out  the  whole  in- 
stantly in  necessaries,  lest  some  folly  or  some  beggar  sliould 
rob  me  of  a  shilling.     Bought,  viz.,  half  a  pound  of  bce^ 
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eightpence  ;  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  ham,  sixpence  ;  one 
pound  of  brown  sugar,  eightpence ;  two  pounds  of  bread, 
eightpence ;  ten  pounds  of  potatoes,  fivepence ;  having  leR 
elevenpence,  treated  myself  to  a  pot  of  ale,  eightpence  ;  and 
now,  with  tln*eepence  in  my  purse,  have  read  the  second  vol- 
ume of  Ida.     My  beef  was  boiled  —  so  bought,  I  mean,  and 

cooked  my  potatoes  in  my  room.  Made  a  great  dinner. 
Ate  at  least  one  half  of  my  beef.  Of  two  great  necessaries, 
coffee  and  tobacco,  I  have  at  least  a  week's  allowance ;  so  that, 
without  a  penny,  I  can  keep  the  animal  machine  agoing  for 
eight  days." 

Occasionally,  we  see  him  taking  a  chop  at  the  "  Hole  in  the 
Wall."  Once  he  speaks  of  the  r/entlemen  being  shown  into  the 
parlor  of  a  tavern,  while  he  and  other  impecunious  individuals 
were  regaled  with  cold  beef  and  pickles  in  the  kitchen.  At 
another  time,  he  wrote :  "  Have  left  in  cash  two  half-pence, 
which  is  much  better  than  ofie  ])enny,  because  they  jingle,  and 
thus  one  may  refresh  one's  self  with  the  music."  Sometimes 
be  could  not  write  to  Theodosia,  because  he  had  not  "  four 
and  sixpence"  to  pay  the  postage.  Often,  he  had  nothing  to 
eat  but  potatoes  or  bread.  Once,  he  bought  a  pound  of  rice, 
and  told  Theodosia  how  "/7  grieved  him  to  find  rice  retailed 
at  fourpenee,^'^  How  little  he  could  have  anticipated,  on 
Theodosia's  brilliant  wedding-day,  that  he  should  ever  con- 
template her  husband's  rice  plantations  from  such  a  point  of 
view ! 

He  was  all  activity  in  London,  and  tried  many  a  curious  ex- 
pedient for  getting  money.  In  Paris  lie  had  had  made  a  set 
of  artificial  teeth  by  the  most  celebrated  dentist  in  Europe. 
He  observed  the  process  closely,  became  very  intimate  with 
the  operator,  brought  with  him  to  London  a  thousand  of  his 
teeth,  and,  in  his  extremity  there,  attempted  to  sell  both  the 
teeth  and  his  own  knowledge  of  the  art  of  insertinii^  them. 
But  he  found  that  the  London  dentists  were  not  inferior  to 
the  French,  and  that  they  regarded  the  French  teeth  with 
contempt.  Another  of  his  projects  was  to  test  in  England  the 
process  he  had  heard  of  in  France,  of  making  vinegar  out  of 
the  sap  of  wood.    He  happened  to  mention  the  subject  one 
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day  to  Brunei,  tlie  celebrated  engineer,  who  was  at  once 
struck  with  the  idea,  and  offerpd  to  engage  with  Burr  in  the 
experiment  for  their  joint  benefit.  Down  to  Yarmouth  rushe«l 
Burr  instantly,  to  get  a  pamphlet  on  the  subject  which  he  had 
left  on  board  the  ship.  It  was  lost.  Not  dismayed,  he  pushed 
Iiis  inquiries  for  some  weeks,  but  never  succeeded  iu  making 
})ractical)le  vinegar. 

He  had  a  dream,  too,  of  making  a  grand  improvement  in 
the  steamboat,  which,  on  his  last  visit  to  Xew  York,  he  had 
seen  navicratintr  the  Hudson  at  the  rate  of  live  miles  an  hour. 
It  was  a  rage  then  to  invent  improvements  in  the  steamboM. 
Burr's  idea  gave  him  no  peace  for  several  days.  "  Ruminat- 
ing," he  says,  "  after  going  to  bed  on  the  state  of  the  treas- 
ury, the  thing  came  up  again,  and  engrossed  me  for  at  least 
throe  hours.  I  found  it  ])erfect ;  applied  it  to  sea-vessels, 
to  ships  of  war ;  in  short,  to  every  thing  that  Aoats.  Sail.s 
and  masts,  and  rigging,  and  the  whole  science  of  seaman- 
ship,  arc  become  useless.  jMv  vessels  tro  at  the  rate  of  Iwvniv 
miles  an  hour,  and  am  in  hopes  to  bring  theni  to  ihiny. 
From  Charleston  to  Xew  York  will  be  a  certain  ]»assau:e  of 
thirty  hours  ;  from  Xew  York  to  London,  of  six  days;  but  t«) 
tell  half  I  did  would  till  a  ([uire  of  paper."  lie  could  think 
of  nothing  else.  He  saw  hiinsj'lf  a  millionaire,  succoring  di^- 
trrssed  friiMids  in  London,  bestowing  fortunes  upon  '*  the  faith- 
ful in  the  l^nilt'il  States,"  and  rainhig  beautifid  presents  uj»uu 
(iainjjillo.  But,  unfortunately,  as  he  was  walking  one  tlay  in 
London,  thinking  out  the  details  of  his  invention,  suddenly  .nn 
objection  occurred  to  him.  *''  It  struck  me,"  he  says,  *'  like- 
electricity :  my  poor  vessi'ls  lay  motionless.  It  was  jusi  i»p 
])osite  Somerset  House  ;  I  stopped  short,  and  began  to  saeiv 
and  (liable  till  awakened  bv  the  bustle  of  the  pasbini;  crowd. 
Tlie  subjiM't  then  lay  pretty  (piiet  till  last  night ;  during  my 
vigils  I  found  a  coni]>lete  rcmeilv,  and  now  awav  we  sjo  a-rain. 
An  experiment  shall  be  made,  very  j>rivately,  liowevcr,  and, 
if  it  fail,  there  shall  be  no  one  but  yon  to  laugh  at  me."  As 
the  Atlantic!  has  not  yet  b^cn  crossed  in  six  days,  it  may  be 
presumed  that  the  experiuient  did  fail. 

Another  subject  greatly  iitterested   him  about   the  same 
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time.  It  was  the  Lancasterian  method  of  instruction,  which 
was  just  then  coniinpr  into  vogue  in  London.  He  visited  the 
schools  conducted  on  that  system,  and  was  delighted  with 
what  he  saw.  He  also  houglit  Lancaster's  book,  and  sent  it, 
with  warm  commendations,  to  liis  dauijhter. 

Nor  was  JVIexico  forgotten  ;  he  never  forgot  it,  while  he 
had  breath.  But  the  English  government,  though  it  now  ex- 
hibited no  unfriendliness  toward  him,  and,  indeed,  conceded  to 
him  every  personal  favor  that  he  solicited,  yet  never  showed 
the  slightest  interest  in  his  plans,  nor  any  wish  to  avail  itself 
of  his  knowledge  of  Spanish  American  affairs. 

As  the  spring  of  1812  advanced,  his  desire  to  get  to  the 
United  States  became  vehement.  He  began  to  believe  that 
war  between  England  and  the  United  States  was  now,  in  spite 
of  the  rf^luctance  of  the  American  cabinet,  a  possible  event, 
and  it  was  very  evident  that  he  must  get  home  before  hostili- 
ties commenced,  or  be  detained  in  Europe,  perhaps,  for  many 
years.  In  the  beginning  of  March  he  fell  in,  in  the  course  of 
his  ship-hunting,  with  one  Ca])tain  Potter,  of  the  ship  Aifrora^ 
who  oifc*red  to  take  iiim  to  Boston  for  thirty  pounds,  to  keep 
the  secret  of  his  name,  and  to  defy  the  wrath  of  the  American 
consul,  who  had  already  dissuaded  more  than  one  captain 
from  receiving  Colonel  Burr  as  a  passenger.  He  determined 
to  go,  and,  though  nearly  penniless,  proceeded  with  his  prep- 
arations for  the  voyage  with  the  utmost  confidence.  But  des- 
perate was  the  struggle  to  get  the  money.  Nearly  every  article 
he  possessed  that  could  be  sold  for  money,  was  sold.  Then 
lie  borrowed  of  the  few  friends  with  whom  he  was  on  terms 
that  admitted  of  his  asking  such  a  favor.  Bentham,  alas !  had 
liimself  fallen  into  difficulties,  and  was  threatened  by  an  illib- 
eral government  with  a  ruinous  prosecution. 

One  ten  pound  note,  he  got  in  an  unexpected  and  not  quite 
pleasant  manner.  He  was  with  Mr.  Reeves,  the  superinten- 
dent of  the  alien  office,  and  it  occurred  to  liim  to  offer  Reeves 
Ins  copy  of  Bayle's  dictionary  for  ten  pounds.  Reeves  asked 
why  he  wished  to  sell  it.  "  I  want  the  money,"  said  Burr. 
Reeves  agi*eed  to  buy  the  book,  placed  ten  pounds  in  Burr's 
haiidg,  and  said,  ^^  You  had  better  keep  your  Bayle,  and  send 
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me  the  ten  pounds  when  you  please."  "  Tli^  tiling  was  so 
Budden,"  wrote  Burr,  "  that  I  was  not  prepared  to  say  any 
thinnr." 

But  he  had  not  money  enouGjh  yet.  His  fair  friends  were, 
as  ever,  adive  in  his  behalf.  One  of  them  ran  about  London 
all  one  day  offennir  for  sale  a  nnsr  and  watch  of  his.  But  hor 
report  was  that  the  town  was  full  of  watches  and  bijouterio 
in  the  hands  of  distressed  French  and  German  nobles,  and  no 
jeweler  would  look  at  such  thinjjs. 

Every  resource  had  failed.  lie  resolved  now  npon  what 
he  called  "  a  desperate  and  humiliating  expedient."  "  I  went,'' 
he  said,  "  direct  to  Reeves,  and  told  liini  that  the  ship  was 
gone  to  Gravesend,  and  that  I  must  lose  iny  passage  unless  I 
could  have  twenty  pounds.  Without  a  word  of  reply,  be  drew 
a  check  on  his  banker  for  twenty  pounds ;  and  bow  I  did  gal- 
]n\)  across  the  park  to  the  said  banker's  to  get  my  twenty 
pounds."  Ills  last  regret  was,  that  certain  presents  which 
he  had  long  kt']>t  lor  Theodosia  and  her  son,  he  could  not  re- 
deem from  pawn. 

And  now  he  was  really  going.  His  ]»reparalions  were  conv 
j)U?ted  ;  his  passage  was  secured  ;  the  ship  was  to  sail  to-inor- 
ruw.  At  niidni<^ht,  he  wrote  in  his  diarv  as  follows:  ''And 
now,  at  twelve,  having  packed  up  my  little  residue  of  duds 
into  that  same  unfortunate  white  sack,  and  stowed  mv  scat- 
tcHMl  pai)eis  into  my  writing-case,  I  repose,  smoking  my  pijn*, 
and  contemplating  the  certainty  o^ escapin*/  from  this  country, 
the  cerlaintv  of  st'einjx  vou.  Those  are  mv  onlv  nleasin*::  antici- 
])ations.  For  as  to  my  reception  in  my  own  country,  so  far 
as  dejx'uds  on  the  goverinnent,  if  I  may  judge  fnun  the  con- 
duct of  their  agents  in  every  part  of  Kurope,  I  ought  li»  ex- 
pect all  the  ellbrls  of  the  most  implacable  malice.  This,  how- 
ever, does  not  give  me  a  moment's  uneasiness.  I  feel  mysi'lf 
al)le  to  meet  and  repel  them.  ^ly  ]>rivate  debts  are  a  subjert 
of  some  Utile  solieitutle;  but  a  contideiu^e  in  mv  own  industrv 
and  resources  does  not  j>ermit  me  to  despond,  nor  even  to 
dotd)t.  If  there?  be  nothing  better  to  be  done,  I  shall  set  al>out 
makinir  monev  \\\  everv  lawful  and  honorable  wav.  But  ai^ain, 
OS  to  political  persecution.     The  incapacity,  for  every  pur|>oM 


HB    SSCAPSS.  583 

of  public  administration,  of  our  present  rulers,  and  their  total 
want  of  energy  and  firmness,  is  such,  that  it  is  impossible  that 
such  feeble  and  corrupt  materials  can  long  hold  together,  or 
maintain  themselves  in  power  or  influence.  Already  there  are 
symptoms  of  rapid  and  approaching  decay  and  dissolution. 
Tell  M.  (Mr.  Alston)  to  preserve  his  State  influence,  and  not 
again  degrade  himself  by  compromising  with  rascals  and  cow- 
ards. My  great  and  only  real  anxiety  is  for  your  health.  If 
your  constitution  should  be  ruined,  and  you  become  the  vic- 
tim of  disease,  I  shall  have  no  attachment  to  life  or  motive  to 
exertion." 

The  next  mornin^j  at  eiijht,  he  was  at  the  ofiice  of  the  Graves- 
end  coaches,  where  a  few  friends  met  him  to  say  farewell. 
Gravesend,  where  the  ship  lay,  and  whence  she  was  to  sail  at 
noon^  is  twenty  miles  from  London.  To  the  horror  of  the 
whole  party,  it  was  found  that  the  morning  coach  had  gone ! 
The  hours  of  departure  had  been  recently  changed.  There 
was  no  other  public  conveyance  of  any  kind  till  •one  o'clock. 
What  was  to  be  done  ?  A  friend  suggested  a  post-chaise,  but 
that  would  cost  three  guineas,  and  Burr  had  not  a  quarter  of 
that  sum.  The  same  friend  off\3red  to  lend  the  money  "  But," 
says  Burr,  "  he  is  so  poor,  and  having  a  wife  and  two  children, 
that  I  could  not  in  conscience  take  it,  especially  as  Graves  sai<l 
the  wind  was  ahead,  and  the  ship  could  not  possibly  stir."  So 
he  waited  for  the  one  o'clock  coach. 

He  reached  Gravesend  at  five  in  the  aflernoon.  The  ship 
had  started  at  noon,  and  was  now  Hva  hours  on  her  way  down 
the  liver  I 

There  was  not  a  moment  to  be  lost.  lie  ran  to  the  alien 
office  to  get  his  ])assport  completed ;  for  passports  were  then 
necessary  for  foreigners  leaving  England.  The  oftice  was  shut ! 
He  hunted  up  the  clerk,  got  his  signature  to  the  passport,  and 
hurried  to  the  custom-house  for  an  ofticer  to  examine  his  sack 
and  writing-desk.  Tiiat  done,  he  hastened  to  the  river  to  en- 
gage a  boatman  to  row  after  the  shij)  and  j)ut  him  on  board. 
Not  a  boatman  would  stir  under  four  guineas ;  as  on  such  oc- 
casions, they  combined  to  extort  from  a  desperate  voyager  an 
enormous  fee.  Burr  had  not  a  single  guinea !  In  this  extremity, 
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lie  found  a  boatman  not  in  the  plot  to  extort,  who  offered  to 
put  liim  on  board  for  one  guinea,  provided  he  overtook  the 
ship  within  twelve  miles  ;  if  not,  for  two  guineas*.  Burr  had 
an  acquaintance  with  him  at  Gravesend,  who  consented  to  caish 
an  order  for  three  guineas  on  his  poor  friend  in  London  whose 
offer  of  a  loan  Burr  had  so  considerately  rewAed  in  the  morn- 
ing. Hia  purse  thus  replenished,  he  embarked,  just  as  the  sun 
was  setting,  in  a  small  skiff,  rowed  by  two  men,  for  a  chase 
afler  the  ship. 

It  was  a  cold  evening  in  March,  Burr,  with  no  overco.it, 
was  chilled  to  the  bone,  as  the  boat  shot  down  the  river  in  the 
wind's  teeth.  When  the  twelve  miles  were  passed,  he  was 
told  that  the  ship  was  ten  miles  further.  By  this  time  he  was 
BO  benumbed  with  cold  that  he  could  neither  stand  nor  move; 
and  he  induced  the  boatmen,  by  a  promise  of  some  grng,  to 
Btoj)  at  a  little  tavern  by  the  river  side  for  him  to  warm  himself. 
He  had  to  be  lifted  out  of  the  boat;  but  a  good  fire  and  a  enp 
of  tea  soon  pestered  him,  and  they  again  embarked.  This  time 
he  was  perfectly  comfortable,  as  he  bought  a  bumlle  of  straw 
and  placeil  it  in  the  boat  for  a  be<l,  and  the  boatmen  lent  him 
their  over<;oats  for  a  covering.  In  five  minutes  he  was  /W/*f 
aslo'j),  and  remained  unconscious  of  any  thing  till  midnight, 
M'hen  the  boatmen  woke  him  to  announce  the  delightful  ta**t 
that  they  were  alongside  the  A  ttrorri.  They  had  rowed  twenty- 
seven  miles,  ajid  demanded  three  guineas  for  their  labor, 
lie  paid  it,  and  went  on  boaid  the  ship  without  one  j)enny. 
The  caj»tain  got  up  to  receive  him ;  they  sat  talking  for  an 
hour,  aiid  then  Colonel  l^urr,  refreshed  by  his  three  hours' 
sleep  on  board  the  boat,  went  to  his  cabin  and  wrote  an  ac- 
count in  his  journal  of  the  dny's  thrilliui'  adventures. 

"  I  hope,"  he  concluded,  *'  never  to  visit  England  agnin, 
unless  at  the  head  of  lift  v  thousand  men.  I  shake  the  dust  off 
my  feet;  a<lieu,  John  Hull.  Insula  inhospitabilis,  as  it  wa^ 
truly  called  eii;ht<M*n  hundred  vears  a<j:o."  Men  must  he 
allowed  to  speak  of  the  market  according  to  the  demand  in 
it  for  their  own  wares. 

lie  i'ound  the  cnptain  and  passengers  alarmed  lest  war  should 
be  declaretl  before  they  reached  Boston,  and  thus  the  ship  be 
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exposed  to  capture.  "  But,"  said  Burr,  "  I  have  no  such  ap- 
prehensions. I  believe  that  our  present  administration  will 
not  declare  war.  If  the  British  should  hang  or  roast  every 
American  they  can  catch,  and  seize  all  their  property,  no  war 
would  be  declared  by  the  United  States  under  present  rulers. 
When  Porter's  war  resolutions  iirst  came,  I  considered  them 
mere  empty,  unmeaning  wind ;  and  that  all  the  subsequent 
measures  are  merely  to  keep  up  the  spirits  and  coherence  of 
the  party  till  the  elections  should  be  over ;  those  elections  for 
State  legislatures  which  will  decide  the  next  presidential  elec- 
tion. But  J.  Madison  &  Co.  began  this  game  too  soon,  and  I 
doubt  whether  all  the  tricks  they  can  play  off  will  keep  up  the 
farce  till  the  month  of  May.  I  treat  their  war-prattle  as  I 
should  that  of  a  bevy  of  boarding-school  misses  who  should 
talk  of  making  war ;  show  them  a  bayonet  or  a  sword,  and 
they  run  and  hide.  Now,  at  some  future  day,  we  will  read 
tliis  over,  and  see  whether  I  know  those  folks.  I  did  not  dare 
write  any  such  things  while  on  shore,  for  I  never  felt  perfectly 
secure  afjainst  another  seizure." 

Just  sixty-three  days  after  this  confident  prophecy  was  wi'it- 
ten,  namely,  on  the  18th  of  May,  1812,  war  was  declared. 
But,  by  that  time,  the  good  ship  Aurora  was  safe  in  Boston 
harbor. 

Colonel  Burr  sailed  under  the  name  o^  Arnot^  for  the  as- 
sumption of  which  he  had  the  express  j)ermission  of  the  author- 
ities of  the  Britisli  alien  office.  The  captain  kept  liis  secret. 
"  Mr,  Arnot,"  wrote  Burr,  "  is  a  grave,  silent,  strange  sort  ol 
animal,  insomuch  that  we  know  not  what  to  make  of  him." 
May  4th,  he  wrote  :  "  A  pilot  is  in  sight,  and  within  two  miles 
of  us.  All  is  bustle  and  joy,  except  Gamp.  Why  should  he 
rejoice  ?" 

That  afternoon,  after  a  passage  of  five  weeks,  the  Aurora 
was  made  fast  to  one  of  tlie  Boston  wharfs.  p]very  passenger 
but  one  went  immediately  on  sliore.  The  captain  and  mate 
also  left  the  ship  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon. 

25* 
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It  whs  the  silunt  J/r.  Ar/iot  who  rcMnainod  on  board  the 
Affront.  After  sealing  h>tters  to  the  ])ost-offiee,  one  liireotod 
to  Theodosi:!,  aiul  another  to  Samuel  Swartwout,  thai 
"  straiiufe"'  iiulividual  dined  with  the  pilot  and  second  mate 
on  salt  beef,  potatoes,  and  sea-biseuit,  i\m\  then  fell  with  tlir 
keener  appetite  upon  a  lihj  of  I>oslon  papers. 

All  that  dav,  and  throui^h  the  sueeee<lini]f  nic!:bt,  a  storm  of 
wind,  rain,  and  liail  rai^ecl  round  the  ship  with  a  fury  seMom 
seen  so  late  in  the  spriiii^,  even  at  Boston.  The  ship  broki* 
from  her  moorint^s,  and  was  dashed  with  violence  a^jainst  an- 
other  vessel.  The  deck  and  bulwarks  were  jjlazed  witli  ice, 
and  the  wind  roared  throuL^h  the  iev  rijri^injx.  Ibit  Ibirr  ^s-V 
late  over  his  paj)ers  in  the  ea])in  qhite  ab-^orbed  —  tbr  lie  had 
a  world  of  news  to  learn,  an<l  his  fate  mii^ht  be  foreshadowtvl 
in  a  ])arair»'Jiph.  As  the  ni^ht  <lrew  on,  the  last  sailor  stole 
away  over  the  shin's  side,  an<l  went  to  seek  his  ]>le:u*ure  in  the 
town  ;  and  loni;  1*  fore  Hurr  "  tunuMl  in,"'  he  was  alone  in  the 
Aurora.     Xot  a  creature  slept  in  the  ship  but  him. 

Such  was  tlie  returninu:  exile's  first  welcome  to  the  coimtrv 
which  his  fathers  had  honored,  and  which  had  once  been  well 
])lcased  to  honor  him.  He  thouLcht  liorhtlv  of  it.  NVhen  a 
more  furious  ^ust  than  usual  thimderctl  above  his  bead,  it  oc^ 
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curred  to  him  what  an  absurd  voyage  he  should  make  if  the 
ship  should  be  blown  out  to  sea,  and  he  all  alone  in  her. 

The  next  morning,  as  he  found  there  was  neither  fuel,  food, 
nor  cook  on  board  the  ship,  he  was  compelled  to  go  on  shore. 
During  the  voyage,  by  the  sale  of  some  books,  he  had  con- 
trived to  raise  thirty-two  dollars,  and  to  buy  or  borrow  of  one 
of  the  passengers  a  large,  old-fashioned  wig.  lie  had,  also, 
devoted  leisure  moments  to  the  development  of  as  much 
whisker  as  his  countenance  was  capable  of.  His  clothes,  too, 
were  selected  with  a  view  to  givuig  him  a  different  air  and 
contour  from  those  he  had  been  wont  to  exhibit.  Disguised 
thus  with  wig,  whiskers,  and  strange  garments,  Mr.  Arnot 
went  on  shore,  and  took  board  in  a  small,  plain  boarding- 
house,  near  the  wharf,  kept  by  the  widow  of  a  sea-captain. 

His  disguise  was  soon  subjected  to  a  terrible  test.  It  was 
necessary  to  go  to  the  custom-house  and  get  a  permit  to  land 
liis  efibcts,  signed  by  the  collector.  On  inquiry  he  learned 
that  the  collector  was  Mr,  Dearborn  (a  son  of  General  Dear- 
bom,  Jefferson's  Secretary  of  War),  who  had  sat  often  with 
Colonel  Burr  at  his  father's  table,  and  knew  him  as  well  as  he 
did  his  own  brother.  The  Dearborn  family,  moreover,  had 
shown  particular  animosity  to  Burr  since  his  misfortunes,  and 
it  was  certain  that  if  the  collector  recognized  him,  he  would 
instantly  send  the  news  of  his  arrival  to  Washington.  Let 
Burr  tell  the  story  of  this  adventure. 

"  I  took  with  me,"  he  wrote  in  his  diary,  "  a  young  man  to 
show  me  the  way  to  the  custom-house,  and  entered  with  all 
possible  composure ;  passed  under  the  nose  of  Mr.  Dearborn 
into  the  adjoining  room,  where  the  first  part  of  the  business 
was  to  be  done.  The  officer  to  whom. I  was  directed  asked 
me  to  enumerate  my  effects ;  for  this  1  was  not  prepared,  sup- 
posing that  the  list  of  them  would  be  taken  from  the  manifest. 
Nevertheless,  I  repeated  them  off  as  fast  ^  he  could  write, 
tliough  they  consisted  of  eighteen  different  articles ;  trunks, 
boxes,  portmanteaus,  bundles,  rolls,  etc.  lie  then  bade  me 
sign  my  name  to  it,  which  I  did,  thus :  A.  Arnot ;  I  think 
that  is  very  Hke  it.  Then  he  directed  me  to  take  it  to  the  col- 
lector, who  would  sign  it :  here  was  the  rub.     I  told  the  young 
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man,  my  conductor,  to  take  it  and  get  it  signed  for  rae,  for 
that  I  was  obliged  to  run  as  f:i8t  as  possible  to  see  after  my 
things,  the  ship  being  just  about  to  haul  out.  lie  took  it,  ami 
I  got  out  as  fjist  as  I  could,  passing  again  under  the  nose  of 
Dearborn.  I  do  assure  thee  that  I  felt  something  lighter 
when  I  got  down  into  the  street.  But  my  trouble  and  danger 
were  not  yet  ended.  When  I  got  to  the  wharf,  all  ray  effects 
were  already  lying  pell-mell  on  the  ground,  and  two  tide- 
waiter.!  there,  ready  lo  examine  them  on  the  spot.  As  every 
body  here  is  now  idle  by  reason  of  the  embargo,  there  were 
collected  more  than  live  hundred  people  to  see  what  was  go- 
ing forward.  Trunks,  boxes|  bn**  ^les,  every  one  opened,  and 
rummasced  to  the  bottom,  I:  mv  of  the  books  mv  name 
was  written,  but  it  ha])pcned  t'  w  he  did  not  open  in  that 
page.  Every  parcel  of  letters  showed  also  the  name  of  A- 
Burr;  but,  as  I  assisted  in  the  search,  I  took  care  how  I  pre- 
sented these  parcels  to  him.  The  ceremony  lasted  abo\it  two 
hours,  ailfij^was  another  hour  repacking  ;  working  and  sweat- 
ing like  a  iTorse,  the  mob  crowding  round  to  see  the  strange 
things.  Of  the  number  present,  it  is  probable  that  more  than 
half  had  seen  mo   before ;    and  I  exjiected  every  minute  to 

hear   souk?    one    exclaim,    'Colonel   Burr,  by  !'     But  I 

heard  nothing.  Finally,  got  all  to  my  lodgings,  the  whole 
expense  being  six  dollars." 

But  why  such  extreme  fear  of  recomiition?  There  were 
excellent  reasons  for  it.  The  government  j)roseeuti«»iis  still 
Inmg  suspended  over  his  hea«l ;  and  Madison,  who  had  ht-en 
so  import unat<>  sixteen  years  before,  in  urging  (leneral  Wash- 
ington to  send  Burr  as  embassador  to  France,  had  imbibed  .ill 
Jelferson's  aversion  *to  him.  And  secondly,  two  of  Burr's 
largest  creditors  in  New  York  hehl  executions  against  him, 
and  would  probably  throw  him  hito  jail  for  debt  the  very 
hour  he  should  appear  in  the  city.  It  was  therefore  necess-iry 
for  him  to  remain  concealed  in  Boston  until  the  receipt  of  in- 
formation from  his  friends  in  Xew  York  through  Swart  wont. 

In  IS  1*2  it  retpiired  live  <lays  to  get  an  answer  from  New 
York  through  the  mail.  The  five  days  jiassed  ;  no  h'ttor.  A 
work;  no   h'ltrr.     Kiunving  well   the   promptness  of  Swart- 
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wont  and  his  impregnable  fidelity,  he  concluded  that  the  let- 
ter had  miscarried,  and  wrote  again.  Two  weeks  passed  ;  still 
no  answer.  Meanwhile,  his  stock  of  money  was  running 
frightfully  low.  Tt  was  very  characteristic  of  the  man,  that  in 
this  crisis  of  his  fate,  when  he  had  just  twenty-six  dollars  in 
the  world,  he  lent  sixteen  dollars  to  his  landlady.  "  How 
very  prudent,"  he  wrote.  "  But  don't  scold.  I  am  sure  they 
will  repay  it."  It  was  repaid,  just  as  his  store  was  reduced  to 
a  five  cent  piece.  Then  a  fellow  passenger  called  to  borrow 
ten  dollars  of  Mr.  Arnot,  which  that  gentleman  lent  with  the 
air  of  a  Vice-President.  In  the.  very  nick  of  time,  that,  too, 
was  repaid.  He  attempted  t^  taiso  a  little  money  on  one  or 
two  articles  of  jewelry  whici  .  «« had  tried  in  vain  to  sell  in 
London  ;  but  no  one  was  mi».  .dng  to  give  any  thing  like  their 
value  for  them.  Something  riiust  be  done,  or  he  would  soon 
he  so  deeply  in  debt  as  not  to  be  able  to  leave  the  town. 
Borrowing  a  directory  —  not  a  voluminous  work  at  that  day 
—  he  pored  over  its  pages  to  find  the  name  of  some  person 
whom  he  could  trust  —  some  one  amoni?  the  thousands  that 
would  have  been  proud  to  welcome  him  ten  years  before,  who 
would  not  spurn  and  betray  him  now.  He  lighted  u])on  the 
name  of  a  man  who  had  been  under  his  command  on  the  Que- 
bec expedition  in  1775.  He  had  not  seen  him  since ;  but  .is 
he  had  never  known  a  man  that  had  served  under  him  in  war, 
who  was  not  ever  after  his  devoted  friend,  he  determine*!  to  i^all 
upon  this  old  soldier.  Burr  used  to  relate  this  interview  with 
infinite  glee.  Going  up  to  the  door  of  a  handsome  house,  he 
plied  the  knocker,  and  an  infirm  old  gentleman  soon  appeared. 

"  Does  Mr, live  here  ?" 

He  did. 

"  Is  he  at  home  ?" 

He  was  at  home. 

"  Can  I  see  him  ?" 

"  I  am  the  pei-son,"  said  the  old  gentleman. 

Burr  bowed,  and  lowering  his  voice,  said,  "  I  am  Aaron 
Burr." 

"What!  the  Aaron  Burr  who  was  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States  ?" 
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"  The  same."  - 

'^  You  balnt  /"  cxclaimerl  the  old  soldier,  astoanded  and  b6> 
wildereJ  at  the  intelligence. 

In  a  manner  much  too  deferential  for  Burr's  present  parpose, 
he  invited  him  in.  They  went  into  the  parlor,  where  Barr 
soon  learned  that  the  old  man,  afler  a  life  of  industry,  had 
now  retired  from  business  with  a  decent  independence.  But 
he  treated  his  former  commander  with  such  extreme  respect, 
that  Burr  was  compelled,  much  against  his  will,  to  play  the 
great  man  and  distinguished  giiest,  and  actually  came  away, 
without  so  much  as  mentioning  the  object  of  his  visit.  The 
old  soldier  returned  his  call,  and  showed  him  many  friendly 
attentions,  but  they  never  reached  the  awful  subject  of  pecu- 
niary aid. 

Recurring  to  the  directory,  he  found  the  name  of  a  college 
classmate,  who,  up  to  the  tin?e  of  his  dej)aii;ure  for  Europe, 
had  always  professed  friendship  for  him.  To  this  man,  who 
was  very  rich,  ho  si*nt  a  note,  announcing  his  presence  in  Bos- 
ton,  and  requesting  an  interview.  The  rich  man  replied  that 
he  had  great  respect  for  Colonel  Burr  and  bore  liini  much 
gdod  will;  but,  hut — his  position  was  very  dt*lieale  —  he 
would  think  of  it,  and,  if  he  did  n()t  call  he  would  wrilf. 
l>urr  made  the  following  comment  in  his  diary :  "  Now,  I 
enixai^e  he  will  do  neither  one  nor  the  other.  When  a  man 
takes  time  to  consider  whether  he  will  do  a  ijood  or  civil  ao- 
tion,  be  assured  he  will  never  do  it.  The  baser  feelintrs  the 
calculations  of  interest  and  timidity,  always  prevail.  But  did 
vou  ever  hear  of  such  meanness  V  This  verv  J.  ^^fason  w:is 
at  liiclunond  during  the  tiial,  saw  all  the  vile  jK^rsi-cutions 
which  1  eiuroniitercd,  and  spoke  of  them  with  indignation  and 
contenij)t ;  eauj(»  often  to  see  me,  and  openly  avowed  a  frii'iid- 
ship  for  nie.  lb;  is  iinincnsely  wealthy,  and  not  a  candidate 
for  any  ofliiH'.  What  should  restrain  such  a  man  from  ex- 
pressing his  IcelingsV  Timidity."  He  was  correct  in  his  pre- 
dicti<>n.  Mason  neither  came  nor  wrote.  In  his  dire  extrem- 
ity Burr  wrote  again,  requesting  him  to  advance  a  sum  of 
money  uj>on  his  books,  sonu;  of  which  were  rare  (in  America) 
and  valuable.     Mason  ci>ldly   re]>lied,   that   "he  h:ul  retired 
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from  mercantile  business,  and  it  was  therefore  inconvenient  for 
liiin  to  make  advances."  How  admirably  Burr  bore  such  cruel, 
cutting  slights  !  If,  for  an  instant,  he  was  stung  into  anger, 
reflection  soon  came  to  his  aid,  reminding  liim  of  the  allow- 
ances always  to  be  made  for  uncultivated  human  nature, 
9tibject€d  from  infancy  to  the  twin  tyrants,  Fear  and  De- 

SIBE. 

He  called  upon  a  lady  whom  he  had  known  and  benefited 
in  other  days,  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  sixteen  years,  and 
who  was  now  intirm  and  half  blind.  At  the  lirst  glance,  she 
penetrated  his  disguise.  With  an  air  of  astonishment  and  de- 
light, she  called  him  by  name,  seized  his  hand,  welcomed  him 
with  enthusiasm,  summoned  her  son,  and  showed  him  all  pos- 
sible respect  and  attention.  But  she  was  poor,  and  she  was  a 
lady,  and  the  financial  problem  was  not  spoken  of  between 
them. 

Fifleen  davs  after  his  arrival,  came  the  letter  from  Swart- 
wout,  breathing  hope  and  promise.  His  old  friends  in  New 
York,  Swartwout  assured  him,  were  still  true  and  warm  ;  his 
old  enemies  not  inclined  to  be  vindictive.  The  two  creditors. 
however,  were  inexorable ;  nothing  would  satisfy  them  but 
payment  or  approved  security.  He  was  strongly  inclined  to 
go  at  once  to  New  York,  let  the  executions  take  their  course, 
and  submit  to  reside  within  the  "  limits."  "To  this,"  he  wrote 
to  his  daughter,  "  I  should  have  no  great  repugnance  in  point 
of  pride  or  feeling,  but  there  are  two  objections  pretty  cogent; 
first  and  principally,  yoii,  I  fear  your  little  heart  would  sink 
to  hear  that  Gamp  was  on  the  limits.  To  be  sure,  if  you  could 
come  there  and  see  how  gay  he  was,  be  supported  by  the  light 
of  liis  countenance,  and  catch  inspiration  from  his  lips,  you 
would  forget  that  he  was  not  in  paradise."  Besides,  he  had  a 
project  of  matrimony,  which  woulil  be  defeated  by  his  con- 
finement within  the  limits.  "  You  have  already,"  he  added, 
"  suffered  too  much  on  my  account,  and  I  come  now  to  sacri- 
fice myself  for  you  in  any  way  and  every  way ;  that  of  mar- 
riage is  one,  and  no  hope  of  that  while  a  prisoner ;  and  as  to 
the  payment  of  my  debts,  if  I  am  confined  to  the  mere  j)rac- 
tico  of  the  law,  debarred  from  all  those  speculations  in  which 
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I  might  engfigc  if  at  large,  it  will  be  the  work  of  many  yean, 
and  in  all  that  time  I  could  do  you  little  or  no  good." 

What  were  his  surprise  and  delight  to  read  in  Theodasia's 
first  letter,  not  merely  that  she  could  bear  his  going  into  con- 
finement, but  that  she  spontaneously  recommended  it.  He 
was  resolved.  lie  would  go  to  New  York,  whatever  the  con- 
sequences. 

It  was  the  treasury  of  Harvard  University  that  had  the 
honor  of  paying  Colonel  Burr's  j)assage,  ])er  sloop,  from  Bo*- 
ton  to  New  York.  The  old  soldier  had  communicated,  in  the 
stiictost  confidence,  of  course,  the  fact  of  Burr's  presence  in 
I>oston  to  a  select  circle  of  friends,  among  wliom  was  Dr. 
Kirklaiul,  the  President  of  the  University,  lie  also  intimated 
to  the  doctor,  that  Burr,  as  he  conjectured,  had  more  books 
and  less  money  than  was  convenient.  WhereujM)n  the  doctor 
having  expressed  a  desire  for  an  interview,  and  a  wiJlingncM 
to  bnv  for  tlw*  college  librarv  Burr's  l^avle  and  Moreri,  he  was 
gratilied  in  hoth  particulars.  He  passed  an  hour  tete-a-tete  wilh 
Colonel  Burr,  and  j)aid  him  forty  dollars  for  the  bonks,  leav- 
ing it  to  the  seller's  choice  to  take  back  tlie  books  and  ai'crpt 
the  nionev  a^  a  loan.  The  next  dav  found  him  un  boanl  the 
sl(»o]>,  his  debts  disiliarged,  his  ]>assage  (twenty  dollars)  paid, 
waitinir  fbr  wind  ami  tide  to  waft  him  on  his  wav. 

Now,  he  had  ehosen  tiiis  in(^<le  of  traveling  for  the  ]»ur|H»st» 
of  avoiding  rec(»g!iition,  and  had  selected  tliis  particular  ^^>t.J^ 
bre.'iuse  neither  eaptain,  cn'w,  nor  passengers  belonged  t«»  New 
Voik.  His  feclinirs  mav  be  imagined  when  he  found  that  the 
cnptain  and  \uoX  of  the  cabin  passengers  were  /*/.•*  o/r;«  r*ln- 
tiint.'<  —  peoph;  from  Fairfield,  Connecticut,  where  his  tallier 
was  born,  and  where  lie  had  spent  some  of  the  happiest  daV' 
(»rhis  own  youth.  The  i-aptain's  wife,  in  j)artieular,  was  won- 
<lerliilly  like  his  own  sister.  ''The  same  large  month,  repleti* 
with  goodni»ss,  sweetness,  and  firmness;  the  same  large,  a«]ui- 
liue  nose,  contour  of  face,  and  the  two  dimples;  an<K  ulx^n 
disturbesl,  knits  the  brow  and  forehead  in  the  same  sin»:uiar 
manner;  the  form  of  the  eve  the  same;  verv  lonj; ;  the  col^r 
not  (juite  so  dark.  There  is  only  wanting  the  broad  forehead 
of  ma  so(eur  to  be  i^erfect.     The  sanio?  c/>mmandin!X  fiiiure 
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Many  of  her  attitudes  and  movements,  of  which,  you  know, 
every  human  being  has  something  peculiar.  I  look  at  her  for 
houi*8  together  with  an  inexj)ressible  interest,  particularly  while 
sleeping ;  but  I  speak  not  for  fear  of  betraying  myself.  She 
must  be  a  relative ;  but,  thus  far,  I  have  not  learned  her  fam- 
ily name.  I  dare  not  question  any  one,  from  apprehensions 
of  being  questioned  in  return." 

This  lady,  he  found^  was  his  cousin.     One  day,  some  one 
asked  her  for  whom  a  boy's  hat  which  she  had  in  her  hand  was 
intended. 
^     "  jRyT  j^wrr,"  she  replied. 

"  Your  brother  ?"  inquired  Burr. 

*'  No ;  my  nephew." 

At  Fairfield,  while  the  sloop  was  at  anchor,  he  was  asked  by 
his  cousin,  Thaddeus  Burr,  to  go  fishing.  He  declined,  of 
course.  After  looking  for  many  hours  with  longing  eyes  upon 
the  familiar  coast,  he  ventured  to  go  ashore.  "  I  strolled  three 
or  four  liours  round  some  miles  in  the  neighborhood.  Every 
object  was  as  familiar  to  me  as  those  about  Richmond  Hill,  and 
the  review  brought  up  many  pleasant  and  whimsical  associa- 
tions. At  several  doors  I  saw  the  very  lips  I  had  kissed  and 
the  very  eyes  which  had  ogled  me  in  the  persons  of  their 
grandmothers  about  six-and-thirty  years  ago.  I  did  not  ven- 
ture into  any  of  their  houses,  lest  some  of  the  grand mothera 
might  recollect  me."  He  atlerward  went  to  the  captain's 
house,  where  a  startling  incident  occurred.  He  was  sitting 
reading  a  newspaper,  when  a  voice  behind  him  suddenly  ex- 
claimed, 

"Ah  !  Burr,  how  goes  it  ?" 

He  looked  round  with  doubtful  glance,  and  discovered,  to 
riis  great  relief,  that  the  individual  addressed  was  one  whose 
middle  name  was  Burr,  and  who  was  commonly  called  by 
it. 

The  voyage  lasted  nine  days.  At  twilight  on  the  8th  of 
June,  the  capUiin  of  the  sloop,  fearing  to  run  through  Hurl 
Gate  at  so  late  an  hour,  came  to  for  the  night  at  a  wharf  out- 
ride, to  Burr's  infinite  disappointment ;  for  it  was  essential 
to  his  plan  tliat  he  should  reach  New  York  after  dark.    The 
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last  page  of  tlie  diary  narrates  with  graphio  brevity  the  iiwa- 

dents  of  this  evening. 

"To  add  to  my  chagrin,  there  came  to  the  wharf  from  th6 
liousc  an  old  man,  wlio  asked  if  any  of  us  would  walk  np.  The 
voice  was  very  familiar  to  me,  and  I  desired  the  mate,  who 
was  near  mc,  to  ask  who  kept  tliat  tavern.  ^'  Billy  Mariner," 
says  tlie  same  voice ;  a  fellow  who  had  known  mo  familiarly 
since  I  was  eiglit  years  old.  At  this  pioment  tliere  hove  in 
sight  a  very  small  sail-boat,  standhig  down.  The  sloop's  barge 
being  alongside,  I  engaged  two  of  the  men  for  a  dollar  to  put 
me  on  board  that  sail-boat,  which  was  done,  and  thus  I  found 
n\yself  again  \\ith  the  jn'ospect  of  arriving  at  the  hour  I  wished. 
The  sail-boat  proved  to  be  a  pleasure-boat  belonging  to  two 
young  farmers  of  Long  Island.  They  were  not  bounil  to  New 
York,  but  to  the  Xarrows,  but  very  kindly  agreed  to  put  me 
on  shore  in  the  city.  When  we  got  opposite  the  city  the 
wind  wholly  failed  us ;  and  the  tide,  now  very  rapid,  set  us 
over  to  the  Long  Island  shore ;  and  we,  having  no  oars,  were 
whollv  at  its  mercv.  It  seemed  inevitable  that  I  must  make 
a  voyage  to  the  Narrows,  for  they  could  not  now  get  to  the 
Long  Island  land  so  as  to  set  me  on  shore.  When  we  were 
nearly  ojjposite  the  IJattery  I  heard  the  noise  of  oars,  and 
hailed  ;  was  answered  ;  and  I  begged  them  to  come  along- 
si«le.  It  proves  1  to  be  two  vagabonds  in  a  skitt',  j>rob:ibly  on 
some  thieving  voyage.  They  were  very  happy  to  set  me  on 
shore  in  the  city  for  a  dollar,  and  at  half  j)ast  eleven  I  was 
landed  ;  and  S.  S.  having  given  nje  his  address,  <><>  Water- 
street,  thither  I  went  cheerfully,  and  rejoicing  in  my  gotxl  for- 
tune. I  knocked  and  knocked,  but  no  answer.  I  knocked 
still  harder,  su])posing  they  were  asleep,  till  one  of  the  neigh- 
bors o|»en("d  a  window  and  told  me  that  nobody  lived  then*. 
I  asked  where  lived  Mr.  S.  Of  that  she  knew  nothim;.  I  x^'os 
now  to  seek  a  kxlging.  l>ut  very  few  houses  were  open. 
Tried  at  two  or  three  taverns,  all  full;  cruised  along  the 
Mhart*,  but  eouhl  lind  no  place.  It  was  now  midnight,  and 
nobodv  to  b(?  seen  in  the  street.  To  walk  about  the  whole 
niiiht  would  be  too  iiiliixuini^.  To  have  sat  and  slent  on  any 
stoo]>  would  have  been  thought  no  hardsliip;  but  then«  the 
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danger  that  the  first  watchman  wlio  might  pass  would  take 
mp  up  as  a  vagrant  and  carry  me  up  to  the  watch-house,  was 
a  denouement  not  at  all  to  my  mind.  I  walked  on,  thinking 
that  in  the  skirts  of  the  town  I  might  meet  at  that  hour  some 
chaiitable  personne,  who,  for  one  or  two  dollars  and  I'amour 
de  Dieu,  would  give  me  at  least  half  a  bed  ;  but  seeing  in  an 
alley  a  light  in  the  cellar  of  a  small  house,  I  called  and  asked 
for  a  lodging ;  was  answered  yes  ;  shown  into  a  small  garret, 
where  were  five  men  already  asleep ;  a  cot  and  a  sort  of  cover- 
lid was  given  me.  I  threw  o])en  the  window  to  have  air,  lay 
down,  and  slept  profoundly  till  six.  Being  already  dressed,  I 
rose,  paid  for  my  lodging  twelve  cents,  and  sallied  out  to  06 
Water-street,  and  there  had  the  good  luck  to  find  Sam.  alone. 
He  led  me  immediately  to  the  house  of  his  brother  Robert, 
and  here  I  am,  in  possession  of  Sam.'s  room  in  Stone-street,  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  on  this  8th  day  of  June,  anno  Dom. 
1812.     Just  four  years  since  we  parted  at  this  very  place." 

The  day  was  spent  in  quiet  consultation.  In  the  evening. 
Colonel  Burr  went  to  the  house  of  a  lady  in  Nassau-street 
who  had  been  his  fast  friend  throusjh  all  his  misfortunes.  Slie 
was  overjoyed  to  see  him.  It  was  as  though  he  had  dropj)ed 
from  the  clouds.  The  family  gathered  round,  overwhelming 
him  with  congratulations  and  welcome.  He  told  the  lady  his 
design,  to  begin  again  the  practice  of  the  law,  to  forswear 
politics,  to  toil  for  his  creditors  and  for  Theodosia,  Her  reply 
was: 

"  Colonel,  here  shall  be  your  office ;  that  suite  of  rooms  is 
yours,  as  long  as  you  need  or  desire  them." 

The  frank  and  gallant  ofier  was  accepted. 

He  lay  concealed  for  some  weeks,  until  assurances  were  re- 
ceived that  the  government  would  not  molest  him,  and  until 
means  were  found  to  mollify  the  rigor  of  his  creditors.  It 
was  not  till  twenty  days  after  his  arrival  in  New  York  that 
tlie  newspapers  gave  the  first  intimation  of  his  presence  in  the 
country,  when  the  following  paragraph  appeared  in  the  Kew 
York  Columbian:  "Colonel  13arr,  says  a  Boston  paper  of 
Wednesday,  once  so  celebrated  for  his  talents,  and  latterly  so 
much  talked  of  for  his  sufterings,  arrived  at  Newburyport 
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from  Fr.ince  and  England,  and  passed  tlirongh  this  town  on 
liis  w;iv  to  Xow  York."  The  next  <lav,  tlie  editor  ailde«l 
lliat  ( -oloiK*!  l>iirr  had  spent  ten  <la}s  in  Boston  //icvy.  AttiT 
that,  no  i'urther  nlhision  to  his  arrival  appears — llie  paf^'n 
and  the  public  ntind  being  full  of  the  deelaration  of  war,  the 
assassination  of  Mr.  Perceval,  and  tlie  proposed  nomination  uf 
l)e  Witt  Clinton,  Hurr's  triumphant  rival,  to  the  presidency. 

At  the  ri^ht  moment  he  caused  a  line  to  ap]>ear  in  a  news- 
paper to  tlie  eftl'ct  that,  "  Aaron  Burr  had  refiriied  to  the 

eity  and  had  resumed  the  ))raetice  of  the  law  at Nassau- 

street." 

Its  a])pearanee  electrified  the  city.  Before  Colonel  Bi:rr 
slcjit  that  nii^ht,  live  hundred  gentlemen  called  upon  him.  Tlio 
feelinLi:  Ibr  the  moment  seemed  to  be  general  throughout  the 
city,  th.'it  he  had  been  treated  with  undue  severity,  ami  th.tt 
ihc  past  should  be  burie<l  in  oblivion.  Colonel  Troup,  wIhmii 
Burr  had  assisted  with  luonev  and  with  books  to  «jet  into  the 
iiruffssion  ol*  the  law  thiitv  vears  before,  and  who  had  siinv 
lUMfle  a  Ibriuin*  by  its  j»ractiee,  and  retired,  now  in  part  n-pai^l 
liis  earlv  beneliu-tor  bv  lenditiLT  hitu  his  law  librarv. 

IJiur  had  a  verv  small  tin  sij^n,  beariiiLj  oulv  his  name,  nailfl 
up  it)  front  ot'  the  hous(»,  and  eoinmeuee«l  business.  l>'.'i;in- 
nini;  with  a  cash  capital  of  less  than  ten  <lollars,  an<l  thai  Im»;- 
rowed,  he  received,  for  (^piniitus  and  retaining  fees,  in  tho 
eours<'  of  liis  first  twelve  business  davs,  the  sum  «»f  two  lhi»u- 
sand    dollars  I     It  was  a  lime  of  trouble   to   the   conimunit\\ 

• 

and,  therefore,  of  harvest  to  lawyers,  and  clients  were  eair«r 
i'or  the  services  of  the  man  who  never  lost  .'i  case.  The  future 
l)eLj:an  to  wear  a  brightiM*  hue  of  promise  th:m  it  ba.l  known 
for  numv  a  vear.  The  father  wrote  cheerfully  to  the  dau'dr 
li-r,  :uM|uainti!ig  her  with  tiic  happy  turn  hi«  fortunes  itml 
taken,  and  antieipatini;  the  <lav  when  thev  should  meet  aj;aiii 
after  the  louLrest  separation  thev  had  ever  known. 

Ahc< !   misery   was  impending   over  him,   so   acute  and    ir 
reuKMliable,  so  far  transcending  all  he  had  yet  experient-cil, 
that  it  may  be  truly  sai<I  of  him  in  this  month  of  .lune,  181*J, 
that  his  sorrows  were   yet   to  hrtjht  !     A  strange  fortune  was 
Aaron  J>urr's,  to  have  uninterrupted  success  and  prosperity  in 
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the  first  half  of  his  life,  and  then  nothing  but  failure  and  dis- 
aster, in  ever  accumulatinor  force,  until,  the  very  caj)acity  to 
suffer  being  exhausted,  nothing  could  touch  him  further  I 

About  six  weeks  ailer  his  return  to  New  York,  he  received 
Theodosia's  reply  to  his  cheering  letters,  in  these  lieart-rend- 
ing  words :  "  A  few  miserable  days  past,  my  dear  father,  and 
your  late  lettera  would  have  gladdened  my  soul ;  and  even 
now  I  rejoice  at  their  contents  as  much  as  it  is  possible  for  me 
to  rejoice  at  any  thing ;  but  there  is  no  more  joy  for  me ;  the 
world  is  a  blank.  I  have  lost  my  boy.  My  child  is  gone  for 
ever.  He  expired  on  the  30th  of  June,  My  head  is  not  now 
sufficiently  collected  to  say  any  thing  further.  May  Heaven, 
by  other  blessings,  make  you  some  amends  for  the  noble  grand- 
son you  have  lost."  Governor  Alston  added :  "  One  dread- 
ful blow  has  destroyed  us  ;  reduced  us  to  tlie  veriest,  the  most 
sublimated  wretchedness.  That  boy,  on  whom  all  rested  ; 
our  companion,  our  friend  —  he  who  was  to  have  transmitted 
down  the  mingled  blood  of  Theodosia  and  myself — he  who 
was  to  have  redeemed  all  your  glory,  and  shed  new  luster 
upon  our  families  —  that  boy,  at  onco  our  happiness  and  our 
pride,  is  taken  from  us  —  is  deacV^ 

It  was  a  dreadful  blow,  indeed.  The  boy,  only  eleven  years 
old,  had  shown  all  those  early  signs  of  talent  and  courage 
which  were  peculiarly  dear  to  Colonel  I3urr  and  his  daughter. 
Tradition  reports  him  to  have  been  a  beautiful  child,  and  of 
an  air  so  superior  that  he  had,  even  at  that  age,  ac(piired  a 
kind  of  celebrity  in  the  narrow  circle  of  South  Carolina  soci- 
ety. Burr  was  passionately  fond  of  him.  The  boy  was  always 
in  his  thoughts.  Wherever  he  went,  he  spoke  of  his  noble, 
gallant  little  grandson,  and  told  little  stories  of  his  courage, 
wit,  and  tenderness.  How  many  hundreds  of  miles  he  had 
walked  in  Paris  and  London  to  procure  books,  coins,  and  trin- 
kets tor  him,  and  how  many  hundreds  more  in  rescuing  them 
from  pawnbrokers  and  jewelers !  What  dreams  he  had  in- 
dulged of  Gampillo's  future  greatness  !  Jfe  was  to  be  the  per- 
fect man.  In  A/w,  at  length,  were  to  be  blended  strength  and 
gentleness,  intelligence  and  grace  —  all  worthy  qualities,  and 
all  shining  ones.     He  was  to  realize  Chesterfield's  beau  ideal 
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' —  a  man  of  Saxon  heart,  brain,  and  muscle,  with  Cultit*.  quick- 
ness, wit,  an<l  ]>()lish  !  And  this  boy  was  dead.  Tlie  stricken 
grandsire  shed  tew  tears,  but  he  ceased  to  mourn  his  loss  only 
with  liis  life*.  The  mention  of  the  subject  would  start  the 
tear,  but  this  man  of  iron  would  fold  his  arms  titjlitlv  over 
his  breast,  as  if,  by  tlie  exertion  of  mere  physical  strenirtli,  to 
repress  tlio  rising  tide  of  emotion,  lie  tried  to  consule  the 
bereaved  mother,  but  she  was  inconsolable —  she  would  not  Iw 
comforted.  ''  Whichever  way  I  turn,"  she  wrote,  a  month 
after  the  event,  "  the  same  anguish  still  assails  me.  You  talk 
of  consolation.  Ah !  you  know  not  what  you  have  lost.  I 
think  Omnipotence  could  give  mo  no  equivalent  for  my  boy; 
no,  none  —  none." 

l>ut  he  had  not  drained  the  cup,  A  deeper  and  bitterer 
draught  was  vet  in  reserve. 

Thoodosia  languished.  She  waited  some  months  at  lier  home 
in  the  South,  for  a  safe  and  suitable  o])poi*l unity  to  journey 
north war<l,  to  draw  strcnijjth  and  hope  from  the  source  thril 
ha<l  never  failedhcr  —  her  I'ather's  inspiring  j>resence.  l^it 
her  liusbaiid  was  now  (Jovernor  of  the  State  and  general  of 
militia.  The  count rv  was  at  war  with  (ireal  Britain,  and  lie 
could  not  leave  his  j>ost.  She  would  have  come  ahuie  by  lainl 
in  her  own  carriage,  but  it  chanced  that  their  coachman  was  a 
ilrunkard,  and  needed  the  fve  of  a  master.     It  was  resolvrtl. 

m 

at  la>t,  that  she  should  go  by  sea,  and  her  father  sent  a  ]»hy«.i- 
cian  fioni  New  York  to  suj)erintend  the  embarkation  and  at- 
tend her  on  the  passage  —  for  she  was,  by  this  time,  sadly 
emaciated,  and  very  weak.  Her  passage  was  taken  in  a  small 
schooner  named  the  /^//;v^;^,  which,  after  a  j»rivateering  crui***, 
had  pi;t  into  ('haHi»ston,  and  was  about  to  return  to  New 
Vcnk  with  her  ijfinis  stowed  below.  She  was  commanded  bv 
an  experienced  ca|)tain,  and  had  for  sailing  master  an  old  New 
York  pilot,  note<l  lor  his  skill  and  c<un*age.  Tln»  vessel  w:is 
famous  ii»r  her  sailing  (pialities,  and,  it  was  contidently  ex- 
pected, would  ])erforni  the  voyage  to  New  York  in  live  or  six 
davs.  She  saile<l  with  a  iiiir  aiid  ujentle  wind  fnun  Charleston, 
on  the  last  day  but  one  of  tlie  year  181 'J,  Theodosia,  her 
physician,  and  her  maid,  occupying  the  principal  cabin. 
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The  Patriot  was  never  seen  nor  heard  of  again  !  A  few 
days  after  she  left  Charleston,  a  storm  of  extreme  violence 
raged  along  the  whole  coast ;  during  which,  in  all  probability, 
the  vessel  with  all  on  board  went  down  off  Cape  Hatteras. 

The.  agonies  of  suspense  endured  by  the  husband  and  tho 
father,  the  eager  letters  written  by  each  to  tell  the  other  she 
had  not  arrived,  the  weary  w^aiting  for  the  mail,  the  daily 
hope,  the  daily  despair,  the  thousand  conjectures  that  arose 
to  give  a  moment's  relief — all  this  can  neither  be  imagined 
nor  described.  For  months,  the  agonized  father  could  not  go 
npon  the  Battery,  then  the  chief  promenade  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  without  looking  wistfully  down  toward  the  Nar- 
rows, with  a  secret  pining  hope  that  even  yet  the  mis^jing 
vessel  might  appear.  It  was  long  before  ho  could  relinquish 
the  idea  that  some  outward-bound  ship  might  have  rescued 
the  passengers,  and  carried  them  away  to  a  distant  port, 
whence  soon  the  noble  Heart  would  return  to  bless  her  fath- 
er's life.  By-and-by,  some  idle  tales  were  started  in  the  news 
papei*s,  that  the  Patriot  had  been  captured  by  j)iratt»8,  and  all 
on  board  murdered  except  Theodosia,  who  was  carried  on 
shore  a  captive. 

"  No,  no,"  said  Burr  to  a  friend  who  mentioned  the  grojmd- 
less  rumor,  "  she  is  indeed  dead.  She  perished  in  the  miserable 
little  pilot-boat  in  which  she  left  Charleston.  Were  she  alive,  all 
the  prisons  in  the  world  could  not  keep  her  from  her  lather. 
When  I  realized  the  truth  of  her  death,  the  world  became 
a  blank  to  me,  and  life  had  then  lost  all  its  value."  To  his 
son-in-law  he  wrote  that  he  felt  "  severed  from  the  human 
race." 

During  the  period  of  suspense,  he  never  expressed  his  feel- 
ings in  words.  Ue  went  about  his  daily  business  wearing  a 
serene  countenance,  for  he  held  it  to  be  an  affront  to  exhibit 
to  others  a  face  of  gloom.  When  he  could  no  longer  resist 
the  feeling  of  certainty  that  Theodosia  was  lost,  he  quietly 
put  out  of  sight  every  object  which  was  peculiarly  associated 
with  her,  every  thing  which  her  tasteful  hands  had  made  or 
adorned,  every  thing  that  had  once  been  hers.  For  a  long 
time,  TTieodosia  was  a  name  banished  from  the  vocabulary  of 
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liis  house.  Two  or  tliree  years  after  her  Iohs,  he  received  from 
Sontli  Carolina  a  large  box  eoiitainintif  articles  which  had  1h>- 
lofiged  to  her,  a!ul  some  relics  of  her  mother  which  she  had 
]>reserve(l  all  lier  life.  lie  opened  the  box  and  recognized  the 
familiar  things.  Ti»en,  going  into  an  adjoining  room,. where 
a  very  intimate  friend  was  sitting,  lie  said, 

"  I  have  something  to  show  you." 

He  led  him  by  the  hand  to  the  open  trunk,  and,  in  a  voice 
shaken  with  emotion,  said, 

"  W/iat  afate^  poor  thing!" 

lie  closed  the  trunk,  without  anotlier  word,  placed  it  out 
of  sight,  and  made  no  furtlier  allusion  to  it  for  a  long  time. 
Some  of  the  objects  which  so  deeply  moved  him  upon  that 
occasion  are  still  in  existence,  and  in  the  possession  of  indin- 
duals  to  whom  he  gave  them  twenty  years  later,  and  to  whom 
they  are  a  j)rccious  posscsMon. 

Tlu'odosia  was  a  nearly  comj)lcte  realizaticm  of  her  father^ 
ideal  of  a  woman.  With  a  great  deal  of  wit,  spirit,  and 
talent,  and  iiossessini;  the  elcijant  vivacitv  of  manner  which 
he  so  much  admired,  and  a  face  strikingly  beautiful,  and  sink- 
inirly  pi'culiar,  she  also  inherited  all  that  a  daughter  could 
inherit  of  her  father's  courai^e  and  fortitude.  In  both  solid 
and  elegant  accomplishments  she  was  very  far  superior  to  the 
la<lies  of  her  lime.  After  shining  in  the  circles  of  New  York, 
she  led  the  socictv  of  South  Carolina,  until  the  time  of  lier 
father's  misfortunes,  when  she  shared  his  ostracism  in  \\o\\\ 
j)laces,  and  was  j>r()ud  to  share  it.  Her  love  for  her  father 
was  more  like  jiassion  than  tilial  aftection.  Her  faith  in  his 
honor  aiid  in  his  worth  was  absolute  and  entire.  Immovablt: 
in  that  lliith,  slie  could  cheerfully  have  braved  tlie  scorn,  l!u* 
derision  of  a  world.  She  would  have  letl  all  to  follow  him. 
She  would  have  renounced  her  husband,  if  her  husband  had 
filtered  in  his  duty  to  a  father-in-law  whose  fault,  wliatevcr 
it  was,  he  had  shared.  Xo  fiither  ever  more  loved  a  child, 
nor  more  laboriously  j>roved  his  love,  than  Aaron  Burr.  No 
child  ever  repaid  a  liither-s  care  ami  tenderness,  with  a  love 
more  constant  and  devoted  than  Theodosia.  That  such  a 
Woman  could  so  entirely  love  antl  believe  in  him,  was  the  fact 
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which  first  led  the  writer  of  these  lines  to  suspect  tliat  the 
Aaron  Burr  who  actually  lived  and  walked  these  streets  must 
have  been  a  very  different  being  indeed  from  the  Aaron  Burr 
of  the  popular  imagination.  Not  necessarily  a  good  man,  in 
the  noblest  sense  of  that  greatest  of  words ;  but,  certainly,  not 
the  monster  he  is  thought. 

It  was  a  maxim  of  the  "  Burr  School"  (as  surviving  friends 
of  Colonel  Burr  still  call  his  system  of  life),  to  accept  the  In- 
evitable without  repining.  He  held  it  weakness  to  mourn, 
and  wisdom  to  enjoy.  After  losses,  he  maintained,  we  should 
hold  all  the  faster  to  what  is  left^  and  enjoy  it.  This  was  his 
principle  ;  and  he  acted  upon  it ;  and  was  prone  to  undervalue 
those  who  did  not.  If  it  had  been  his  fortune  to  go  before  his 
daughter  to  the  other  world,  he  would  have  told  her  with  his 
dying  breath  that  if  she  desired  truly  to  honor  his  memory, 
she  must  be  happy,  and  a  source  of  happiness  when  he  was 
gone.  Therefore,  though  the  loss  of  his  daughter  and  her  boy 
had  taken  from  his  life  its  object  and  its  charm,  he  exhibited 
to  the  world  a  composed  demeanor,  and  strove,  in  all  ways, 
to  enjoy  the  passing  hour.  Time  heals  or  assuages  all  wounds. 
He  put  his  grief  away  from  him.  He  would  7iot  be  sorrow- 
ful. 

It  seemed  as  though,  to  the  end  of  his  life,  he  was  more 
tender  and  loving  to  all  the  children  he  ever  met  for  Gampil- 
lo's  sake.  Some  months  after  these  events,  he  chanced  one 
day,  on  a  journey  to  Albany,  to  visit  some  very  old  friends 
near  Newburg,  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  a  long  time.  Ho 
knocked  at  the  door  of  the  house  two  or  three  times,  and  no 
one  came ;  when,  presuming  on  his  intimacy  with  the  family, 
he  pushed  open  the  front  door,  and  entered  a  parlor.  There 
he  was  shocked  to  see,  lying  in  an  open  coffin,  the  body  of  a 
child  whom  he  had  known  as  the  delight  of  the  household, 
and  of  whose  sickness  even  he  had  not  heard.  He  was  ob- 
served by  a  servant  to  gaze  with  singular  intensity  upon  the 
countenance  of  the  dead  child,  and  to  sit  down  by  its  side, 
covering  his  face  with  his  hands.  Then  he  rose  and  left  the 
house.    A  few  days  after,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  afflicted 
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family,  apologizing  for  his  strange  behavior.  "  Ever  since  the 
event,"  he  wrote,  "  which  separated  me  from  mankind,  I  have 
been  able  neither  to  give  nor  to  receive  consolation.**  Thit 
"event,"  they  supposed,  was  the  duel  with  Ilamilton — to 
little  did  they  know  of  the  man  they  had  known  so  long. 


-       p«w    ■mtmmStsatSP. 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

ANECDOTES  AND  REmNISCEXCES  OF  HIS  LATER  TEARa 

Popular  Notiox  ok  TJuer'r  Latkr  Ye\i«  — His  Dkbtr  —  Starts  Grneral  Jaoksoit 
FOR  TiiB  PuiainKxcv — The   Medcef  Kdf.n  Case — Remarkable  Cahb  of  Isckst 

—  Istkrvikw  with  IIknry  Clav  —  Spknk  uetweex  BrRR  asd  General  Scott 

—  IJrKR  Kevimtstiie  Scene  ok  tug  Di'rl  —  Bi'rr'b  Meeting  witu  Mna.  Hamil- 
ton—  Burr  and  Vanderlyn  the  Painter  —  Uecollf.<.tion8  op  Dr.  "Wooubridoe 

—  HiH  KELKiious  Belief — His  Oimnion  of  the  Bible — Anecpotes — Gener- 
08ITT  OP  Burr  —  ANEonona  —  Story  of  Bijur  and  Gekeral  Jackson  —  Burr's 
Opinion  of  Jackson  —  Bure'b  Hale  Old  Aok — Burr  and  Fanny  Kemble. 

Therk  is  no  part  of  the  long  life  of  Afiron  Burr,  respecting 
which  tlie  popular  idea  is  more  at  variance  with  the  truth,  than 
the  period  which  we  now  enter  upon.  That  popular  idea  is 
forcibly  expressed  by  the  concluding  words  of  a  writer  in  the 
old  New  York  Review  (January,  1838)  —  a  writer  whose  pro- 
fession and  whose  errors  should  have  conspired  to  render  just, 
ii'  not  charitable : 

"  With  the  recklessness  produced  by  a  present  which  had 
no  comfort,  and  a  future  which  had  no  hope,  he  (Aaron  Burr) 
Burrendered  himself  w^ithout  shame  to  the  groveling  propen- 
sities which  had  formed  his  tirst  step  on  the  road  to  ruin,  until 
at  last,  overcome  by  disease,  in  the  decay  of  a  worn-out  body, 
and  the  imbecility  of  a  much-abused  mind,  he  lay  a  shattered 
wreck  of  humanity,  just  entering  upon  eternity  with  not 
enough  of  man  left  about  him  to  make  a  Christian  out  of. 
Ruined  in  fortune,  and  rotten  in  reputation,  thus  passed  from 
the  busy  scene  one  who  might  have  been  a  glorious  actor  in 
it ;  and  when  he  was  laid  in  the  grave,  decency  congratulated 
itself  that  a  nuisance  was  removed,  and  good  men  were  glad 
that  God  had  seen  fit  to  deliver  society  from  the  contaminat- 
ing contact  of  a  festering  mass  of  moral  putrefaction." 

It  would  be  difficult  to  put  into  words  a  statement  more 
fiiLse  than   this  sounding,  shameful,   pitiless  paragrapl^     It 
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woultl  lifive  l)con  so  casv  to  find  out  tlie  truth  about  Colonel 
Burr's  last  years  in  1838.  It  has  not  been  very  diiKcuIt  in 
1857  ;  i'or  tlicre  are  still  several  j>er8ons  living  wliose  rec*ollcij- 
tions  ofliini  in  those  years  are  full  and  aecurato,  and  who  have 
been  more  than  willing  to  tell  what  they  know.  Groveling 
propensities  !  A  more  delicate  creature  never  lived  in  niasoa- 
line  form  than  Aaron  Burr.  A  man  of  refined  appetite;  in 
no  ba<l  sense  a  sensualist ;  abhorring  gross  pleasures,  pursuits, 
and  ])ersons.  Look  at  his  face  !  Is  it  the  face  of  a  sensualist? 
But  I  reserve  this  subject  for  consideration  in  another  chap- 
ter, and  proceed  to  narrate  here  such  eventA  and  incidents  of 
this  )>eriod  of  his  life  as  seem  worthy  of  brief  record. 

Observe,  first,  the  circumstances  of  the  man.  He  is  declin- 
ing into  the  vale  of  years ;  he  is  fifly-seven  yeaii*  old.  He  is 
alone  in  the  world.  The  excitement  produced  by  his  sudden 
arrival  in  the  city  soon  subsided,  and  the  old  odium  gatheri^i 
thick  about  him.  From  the  first,  he  took'  the  honorable,  ihe 
y\\A\\,  resoluliun  of  knowinjx  those  ^nlv  who  first  rec<»irni7Ati 
him.  Thus  he  aecjuired  the  habit,  which  many  will  reinenibi.T, 
of  glancint^  under  his  eyelids  at  an  ai>proaching  acipiaintanre 
tu  see  whether  or  not  he  meant  to  cut  him.  Usually  the  :i]» 
jtroachiii'j:  ac(juaintanee  had  that  intt'Ution,  and  was  depriwtl 
of  the  opportunity  by  Colonel  Burr's  looking  another  wav. 
Thus  th«'  lirele  of  his  ae<piaintance  grew  ever  narrower,  until 
it  inchnlcd  few  beside  his  elients  and  his  tried  friemls,  whose 
I'riemlship  <late(l  back  to  revolutionary  times.  For,  if  there  is 
a  noble  elenient  in  human  nature  whieh  inclines  us  to  take  the 
weaker  side,  there  is  a  base  prineiple,  too,  whieh  urges  us  to 
join  in  a  hue  and  cry.  lie  made  not  the  slightest  t'lideavor 
lo  sit  himself  right  ^\ith  the  public.  He  never  stMight  frien«N. 
Bt.'sidcs  the  general  causes  of  odium,  half  a  dozen  intluentia] 
families  of  the  citv  imagineil  that  it  was  iKirt  of  their  dntv  to 
th<*  dead  to  heap  obloipiy  upon  tlu?  living.  There  was  a  "  m-i** 
who  took  the  infamy  of  Aaron  Ibirr  in  charge,  an«l  nursed  it, 
antl  never  let  it  cease  growing  until  it  filled  the  world. 

lie  was  beleaguered  with  creditors,  some  of  wluMn  h.id 
bought  expe<lition  debts  for  a  fraction  of  their  face,  and  wore 
clamorous  for  payment.     A  large  j)roportion  of  the  imiiieosa 
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expenses  incurred  during  his  trial  had  never  been  paid.  There 
were  his  debts,  too,  to  the  Due  de  Bassano,  and  others  in 
Europe,  which  liad  peculiar  claims ;  and,  beside,  there  was  a 
Bilent,  but  needy  company  of  relations  and  near  connections 
who  had  advanced  money  they  could  ill  spare  in  aid  of  the 
expedition.  Of  old  debts  incurred  in  prosperous  days,  there 
were  several  thousand  dollars.  Many  had  been  ruined  by  the 
failure  of  the  expedition,  whom  Colonel  Burr  felt  bound  to 
assist  in  their  extremity,  and  from  whose  application  he  could 
never,  to  his  last  breath,  turn  away.  Tiie  least  meritorious  of 
liis  creditors  were,  of  course,  the  most  relentless ;  and  he  re- 
solved, from  the  begiiming,  not  to  attempt  to  pay,  until  he 
could  pay  justly  —  until  he  saw  a  prospect  of  paying  a  propor- 
tion to  all. 

The  largeness  of  the  sum  which  he  had  received  in  the  first 
few  days  of  his  practice,  was  due  to  a  variety  of  unusual  cir- 
cumstances ;  a  large  part  of  it  was  j)aymcnt  for  services  yet 
to  be  rendered.  The  most  prudent  of  men,  in  his  situation, 
could  not  have  saved  for  his  creditors  more  than  a  very  few 
thousands  a  year,  and  Aaron  Burr,  in  his  use  of  mone),  was 
never  prudent.  He  was  one  of  those  who  are  constitutionally 
incapable  of  driving  a  good  bargain  for  himself —  through 
whoso  lingers  money  slips  in  an  unaccountable  manner. 

Desperate  were  his  first  struggles  with  this  mass  of  indebt- 
edness. Without  capital  to  speculate  with,  his  only  source  of 
income  was  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  a  city  where  it 
Boon  became  a  disgrace  to  be  seen  in  his  com])any.  For  three 
or  four  years,  the  utmost  eiforts  of  his  ingenuity  could  do  no 
more  than  keep  him  out  of  jail.  His  legal  services  were  in 
request  —  particularly  his  opinions  in  real  estate  cases,  and  ho 
earned  considerable  sums ;  but  his  debts  were  so  numerous 
and  so  enormous,  that  merely  to  defeat  the  attempts  of  credit- 
ors to  confine  his  person,  absorbed  his  income  and  tasked  his 
powers.  Many  times  he  was  kept  out  of  the  di*eaded  '*  lim- 
its" by  some  wealthy  friend  giving  bail  for  his  ajipearance.  It 
was  a  life-long  battle.  The  greater  debts  were  never  paid. 
Even  the  sum  due  to  the  Due  de  Bassano  is  ordered,  in  his 
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last  will,  to  he  paid  if  he  should  die  possessed  of  property  rot 
ficiont  for  the  purpose. 

The  details  of  this  too  unequal  strife  need  not  be  dwelt 
upon.  It  formed  the  business  and  shiilin^  basis  of  his  life. 
Wearied,  at  length,  with  the  endeavor  to  acconij)lish  tlie  int 
possible  task,  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  tliat,  with  advancing  age 
and  deeaying  powers,  he  grew  indifferent  to  it,  and  often  gave 
away  in  eharity  sums  of  money  that  might  have  appeasini  a 
creditor.  This  was  wrong,  of  coui-se,  but  the  demands  upon 
his  charity  were  very  nunierous  and  i)ressing,  and  some  of 
them  were  of  the  nature  of  debt  itself.  For  example.  Colonel 
Burr,  upon  his  return  to  Xew  York,  found  Luther  Martin  a 
ruined  man  —  ruined  through  higli  living  and  deep  drinking, 
lie  owed  Luther  Martin  much  money  for  his  legal  servievs, 
and  more  gratitude  for  his  generous  cham])ionship ;  and  he  paid 
both  debts  by  taking  hiui  into  his  house,  assigning  him  a  pnr- 
manL>nt  apartmont,  and  maintaining  him  in  comfort  and  dig- 
nitv,  until  he  ditnl  in  1826  at  the  aire  of  eilihtv-cmu.  Another 
exaini)le  was  thai  of  a  relative  of  Dr.  Ilosack,  who  fell  into 
drinking  and  dcstiiution  in  his  old  ajjje,  to  whom  Colonel  Burr 
gave  aid  and  shelter. 

One  day,  when  some  dastard  soid  rebuked  him  for  aidiui; 
men  who  hatl  disirr.ieed  themselves  bv  bad  habits,  he  made 
this  rej)]y :  '^Tliey  may  be  blaek  to  tiit?  world.  I  care  n^t 
how  blaek.     They  wen?  evt>r  white  to  me  I'' 

Tlie  only  iiiiportant  act  of  Burr's  later  life  was  his  su'^cje^- 
tion  of  a  course  of  i»oliiieai  action  which  resulted,  tinrilly.  in 
ending  the  supremacy  of  the  Virginia  p«)lilicians  anil  cUM'tiuLr 
General  Jackson  to  tlie  presidency.  lie  knew  all  pi>lilical 
secrets,  as  Ix-fore,  and  had  niueh  more  to  do  with  .a«lvisini» 
jjolitical  measures  than  would  now  be  willingly  confessetl  by 
certain  politicians  of  that  dav  who  still  liuLTcr  on  the  ^ta"e. 
In  the  fall  of  Is  15,  he  aseeitaine<l  that  James  Monr*)e  would 
be  nominated  lor  the  i)resideuev  bv  tlie  democratic  con^res- 
sioiial  caucus,  lie  was  opj»ost.,l  to  the  system  of  noinip.aiing 
candidates  hy  congressional  caucuses,  as  biing  "  hostile  to  .ill 
freed<»m  ami  iiHle]»e!idencc  of  sutlVage  ;"  he  was  opposed  Xo 
Virginian  supremacy  ;  he  was  oi)iiosed  to  James  3iunroe.  •'A 
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certain  junto,"  he  wrote  to  Governor  Alston,  "  of  actoal  and 
factitious  Virginians,  having  had  possession  of  the  govern- 
ment for  twenty-four  years,  consider  the  United  States  as 
their  property,  and,  by  bawling  '  Support  the  administra- 
tion,' have  so  long  succeeded  in  duping  the  republican  pub- 
lic." In  the  same  letter  he  drew  a  very  unflattering  sketch 
of  Colonel  Monroe:  "Naturally  dull  and  stupid;  extremely 
illiterate ;  indecisive  to  a  degree  that  would  be  incredible  to 
one  who  did  not  know  him ;  pusillanimous,  and,  of  course, 
hypocritical ;  has  no  opinion  on  any  subject,  and  will  be  al- 
ways under  the  government  of  the  worst  men ;  pretends,  as  I 
am  told,  to  some  knowledge  of  military  matters,  but  never 
commanded  a  platoon,  nor  was  ever  fit  to  command  one,  '  He 
served  in  the  revolutionary  war  /'  —  that  is,  he  acted  a  short 
time  as  aid-de-camp  to  Lord  Stirling,  who  was  regularly 
*  *  *.  Monroe's  whole  duty  was  to  fill  his  lordship's 
tankard,  and  hear,  with  itidications  of  admiration,  his  lord- 
ship's long  stories  about  himself  Such  is  Monroe's  military 
experience.  I  was  with  my  regiment  in  the  same  division  at 
the  time.  As  a  lawyer,  Monroe  was  far  below  mediocrity. 
lie  never  rose  to  the  honor  of  trying  a  cause  of  the  value  of 
a  hundred  pounds.  This  is  a  charaater  exactly  suited  to  the 
views  of  the  Virginia  junto."  •* 

The  remedy  he  proposed  was  the  nomination  of  a  popular 
character  like  Andrew  Jackson,  the  hero  of  the  late  war,  and 
then  in  the  flush  of  his  boundless  popularity.  "  The  mo- 
ment," continued  Burr,  "is  auspicious  for  breaking  down  this 
degrading  system.  The  best  citizens  of  our  country  acknowl- 
edge the  feebleness  of  our  administration.  They  acknowledge 
that  oflices  are  bestowed  merely  to  preserve  power,  and  with- 
out the  smallest  regard  to  fitness.  If,  then,  there  be  a  man  in 
the  United  States  of  firmness  and  decision,  and  having  stand- 
ing enough  to  aflbrd  even  a  hope  of  success,  it  is  your  duty  to 
hold  him  uj)  to  public  view :  that  man  is  A?idr€w  Jackson. 
Nothing  is  wanting  but  a  respectable  nomination,  made  before 
the  proclamation  of  the  Virginia  caucus,  and  Jackson\s  suc- 
cess is  inevitable.  If  this  project  should  accord  with  your 
views,  I  could  wish  to  sec  you  prominent  in  the  execution  of 
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it.  It  must  be  known  to  be  your  work.  Whether  a  formal 
atiil  open  nomination  should  now  be  made,  or  whether  yoii 
Kliould,  for  the  present,  content  yourself  with  barely  denounc- 
ing, by  a  joint  resolution  of  both  Houses  of  your  le<;^islature, 
congressional  caucuses  and  nominations,  you  only  ain  judge. 
One  consideration  inclines  me  to  hesitate  about  the  i)olicy  of 
a  present  nomination.  It  is  this  —  that  Jackson  ought  first  to 
be  admonished  to  be  passive:  for,  the  moment  he  shall  be  an- 
nounced Jis  a  candidate,  he  will  be  assailed  hy  the  Virginia 
junto  with  menaces,  and  with  insidious  promises  of  boons  aiul 
f)ivoi*8.  There  is  dantjcr  that  Jackson  might  be  \croughi  tqion 
hy  auchprdrtircs,^^ 

From  that  time  General  Jackson,  as  every  one  knows,  was 
the  poi)ul:ir  candidate,  par  ex^U^nce^  with  ever-im proving 
chances  of  success;  until,  in  1828,  Colonel  Burr  saw  his  sug- 
gestion realized,  and  his  old  confederate  and  champion  seattni 
in  the  presidential  chair.  Then,  the  old  soldier  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  aitl,  in  another  manner,  the  subjugation  of  the  Span- 
iards in  Texas!  IVicn,  he  couhl  give  elfect  to  the  bent 
toward  south-wi'slein  acquisition  which  he  had  derived  from 
Aanni  J>inr  tliirty  years  before  ! 

The  absorbing  occupation  of  Dun's  life  for  several  years 
after  his  nlum  from  Kuro)>e,  was  the  suit  in  chancery,  well 
known  to  lawyers  as  the  Mcdcef  Kthn  case.  His  nianairt*- 
ment  of  this  cause  was  so  remarkable  and  characteristie.  tiiat 
an  outline  of  its  historv  mav  interest  the  reader.  Medcef 
E<len  was  a  New  York  brewer  who  ina<le  a  grtsit  ftMinne, 
and,  dyin'j:  in  1708,  left  his  two  sons  a  larire  amount  of  real 
estate  upon  the  islan<l  of  ^lanhattaii.  Tlie  two  sons  wit*'  t«» 
shan?  the  property  ecpially,  and  if  eitlier  died  childless  the 
survivor  was  to  iidierit  tiie  deceased's  share.  These  voumi 
men,  ])arlly  through  their  own  extravagance,  but  chiitly 
through  the  dishonest  sharpness  of  creditors,  ran  ihiounh 
their  pn^pcrty  in  two  or  tliree  years,  an<l  bccoujing  bankrupts, 
weri'  rcducM'd  t<»  utti'r  jioverty.  Tiicir  case  w:is  subinitt«'ti 
afterward  to  the  two  hadcrs  of  the  New  York  bar,  Ah'vaiider 
Ilainiltoii  and  Aamn  l>urr,  and  the  (piesti*»n  was  proposoil, 
ulieth'M*  tln'  e>tate   could   be  rocoveiiMl.      Il.imilton  said   \\ 
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conld  not ;  Burr  was  of  opinion  that  it  could.  ITnniilton'a 
opinion  was  adnptod  :  no  proceedings  wore  attemjitecl ;  the 
matter  was  forgottcti ;  and  tlie  Edons  lived  on  in  poveity.  A 
year  after  Burr's  rctum,  he  was  reminded  of  t!ie  o:iso  by 
hearing;  of  the  death  of  one  of  t)ie  brotliers.  Meanwhile,  tho 
estate  ))ad  enormonsly  increased  in  vahio.  Iminiring  fur  the 
snniving  brotlier,  lie  foiinil  him  in  Westchester  county,  im- 
mersed in  debt,  and  residing  within  debtors' "limits,"  The 
result  was,  that  Bnrr,  moneyless  and  in  debt  as  lie  was,  under- 
took to  recover  tiio  estate,  Eden  agreeing  to  follow  his  advice 
in  nil  ti)ing9  —  to  be,  in  foct,  a  passivp  instrument  in  his  band^. 
Eden,  his  wife  and  two  daughters.  Burr  brought  to  the  city, 
established  them  in  his  own  house,  sent  the  daiightei-s  to 
Hchool,  and  amused  his  leisure  hours,  for  ten  years,  by  laboring 
with  the  same  assiduity  for  their  mental  improvement  as  he 
had  done  in  former  times  for  Theodosia's. 

He  went  to  work  craftily.  The  valuable  parts  of  the  estate 
lay  in  the  city  itself,  several  lots  being  helil  by  banks  and 
other  wealthy  corporations.  lie  let  those  alone,  for  a  while, 
and  confined  his  first  eflbi-ts  to  the  recovery  of  a  small  farm 
in  the  upper  jKtrt  of  the  Island,  his  object  being  to  get  the 
jiri»cij>le  quietly  establishoil,  upon  which  to  found  the  more 
important  suits.  Tiie  owner  of  the  fiiini  was  inl'onned  of  this 
intention,  and  it  was  further  intimated  to  him,  that  if  he  would 
not  (on  seriously  contest  and  prolong  the  suit,  he  should  be 
allowed  to  buy  back  his  farm  on  his  own  terms.  Burr  won 
the  suit.  The  case  was  appealed,  lie  was  again  snecessful. 
Then  lie  came  down  upon  the  holders  of  the  city  lots  with  a 
pelting  storm  of  writs  of  pjcotment  —  to  their  equal  surprise 
and  alarm.  The  litigation  was  then  tiiirly  begun,  and  the 
courts  were  kept  busy  at  it  for  many  years  —  until  it  became 
as  fiimiliar  as  the  cause  of  "  Jarndiue  anil  Jarndii-e."  Among 
those  who  assisted  Burr  in  the  conduct  of  these  suits  was 
Martin  Van  Buren,  Burr  won  snit  after  suit,  and  recovered, 
in  lime,  a  very  largo  amount  of  property. 

But,  tmtbrtimately,  he  began  the  war  destitute  of  its  "sin- 
ews," ihongb  his  op|>onent3  wore  bountifully  pi-ovided  with  the 
same.  Tlic  suits  wci-e  long,  ami  some  of  them  very  expensive. 
20* 
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Oil  tlie  faith  of  the  iirat  decisions  in  his  favor,  he  induced 
moiiey-lenclers,  by  the  payment  of  excessive  usury,  to  advance 
money  upon  property  still  in  dispute,  and  thus  it  sometimes 
happened  that  neitlier  he  nor  his  client  gained  any  pecuniary 
advantage  from  decisions  which  assigned  them  valuable  houses 
and  lands.  Nevertlieless,  he  gained  enough  to  amply  rejiay 
him  for  his  trouble  and  toil,  and  his  client  was  maintained 
with  every  comfort  until  he  died,  leaving  Burr  the  guardian 
of  his  children.  The  daughters,  it  may  be  added,  became 
accomplished  women,  and  contracted  respectable  marnages. 

One  case,  in  which  Burr  was  the  leader,  would  furnish  the 
groundwork  of  a  thrilling  romance.  A  brother  and  sister,  the 
children  of  an  ancient  house  in  England,  were  led,  by  an  ex- 
traorditiary  chain  of  circumstances,  to  suppose  that  they  were 
not  related,  but  were  brought  up  as  brother  and  sister  to  pre- 
vent their  forming  a  tenderer  relatioti.  They  foil  in  love, 
eloped,  married,  and  lied  to  America.  Hither  their  guardian 
followed  them,  and,  the  better  to  secure  their  se])arntion,  had 
thorn  arrested  on  the  charge  of  incest,  and  thrown  into  prison. 
In  the  old  stone  jail  that  formerly  stootl  in  the  Park,  l)ctwoen 
the  City  Hall  and  Broadway,  Burr  found  the  delude*]  pair  aii'l 
their  daughter,  a  child  of  stranije  beautv.  Tliev  i»rotisted 
their  innocence  and  implored  his  aid.  Kntering  warmly  into 
the  cause,  he  soon  obtained  the  release  of  the  beautiful  un- 
liap])y  mother,  and  her  wonderfully  lovely  child.  He  gave 
them  a  home  in  his  own  house.  The  child  grew  to  the  age  i»f 
three  or  four,  when,  tortunntely  for  itself  and  its  parents,  it 
died.  After  a  long  conlini  inent,  the  husband-brother  was 
released  in  conse<juence  of  the  death  of  the  guardian  who 
brought  the  suit.  Both  beinir  then  convinced  of  their  ermr, 
the  lady  went  to  reside  in  Paris,  and  the  gentleman  n^turned 
to  Kn^jchunl,  where  he  still  re>ides.  All  this  was  done  bv  C'ttl- 
onel  Burr  without  fee  or  rewanl,  for  his  clients  were  then 
destitute  of  resourees;  but,  in  after  years,  when  he  w.ns  a  very 
old  man,  the  gentleman,  who  had  inheriteil  a  large  tbrtune, 
sent  hitn  a  (tonsiderable,  though  ina<le<iuate,  fee. 

A  beautiful  woman  eaine  to  him  one  day  to  euixnire  hisserv- 
ices  in  a  suit  for  tlivorce,  whieh  she  was  about  to  bring  against 
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her  husband.  After  hearing  her  story,  he  was  averse  to  bring- 
ing the  suit,  and  dissuaded  her  in  terms  like  these  :  "  Madame, 
your  cause  will  liave  to  be  tried  by  twelve  men  —  all  sinners. 
They  will  have  a  fellow-feeling  with  the  sinner ;  and,  you  know, 
a  fellow-feeling  makes  us  wondrous  kind.  These  men  will 
have  to  be  told,  that  for  a  long  time  past  your  husband  has 
not  been  permitted  to  enjoy  your  society.  They  will  see  you 
and  pity  him  !  I  assure  you,  my  dear  madame,  it  will  be  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  get  a  verdict  in  your  favor."  The  lady 
was  convinced. 

As  a  general  rule,  he  was  treated  by  the  bar  with  distant 
respect.  He  was  an  antagonist  to  be  afraid  of.  On  one  occa- 
sion, a  lawyer  of  some  note  refused  to  be  employed  in  an  im- 
portant cause  in  conjunction  with  Colonel  Burr.  The  company 
who  brought  the  suit  deliberated  awhile,  and  determined  to 
adhere  to  Burr,  to  whom  the  papers  were  then  confided.  It 
was  known  to  be  his  custom  never  to  undertake  a  cause  which 
he  was  not  sure  of  winniuij,  and.  it  was  known,  too,  that  he 
had  never  lost  a  cause  iu  his  life  which  he  had  attended  to 
himself.  The  opposhig  party  waited  with  anxiety  to  hear 
whether  Burr  had  accepted  the  case,  and,  on  learning  that  he 
had,  made  an  immediate  offer  to  compromise. 

Mr.  Epes  Sargent,  in  his  ("  campaign")  Life  of  the  great 
Kentuckian,  tells  us,  that  on  his  return  from  Ghent,  Henry 
Clay  visited  the  federal  court-room  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
**  On  entering  the  court-room  in  the  City  Hall,"  says  Mr. 
Sargent,  "  the  eyes  of  the  bench,  bar,  officers,  and  attendants 
upon  the  court,  were  turned  upon  Mr.  Clay,  who  was  invited 
to  take  a  seat  upon  the  bench,  which  he  politely  declined,  and 
took  a  position  in  the  bar.  Shortly  after,  a  small  gentleman, 
aj)parently  advanced  in  years,  and  with  bushy,  gray  hair,  whom 
Mr.  Clay,  for  an  instant,  did  not  recognize,  approached  him. 
He  quickly  perceived  it  was  Colonel  Burr,  who  tendered  his 
hand  to  salute  Mr.  Clay.  The  latter  declined  receiving  it.  Tho 
colonel,  nevertheless,  was  not  repulsed,  but  engaged  in  con- 
versation with  3Ir.  Clay,  remarking,  that  he  had  understood, 
that  besides  the  treaty  of  peace,  the  American  commissioners 
had  negotiated  a  good  commercial  convention  with  Great  Brit- 
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ain.  Mr.  Clay  replied  coldly,  that  such  a  convention  was  coH' 
eluded,  and  that  its  terms  would  be  known  as  soon  as  it  wa^ 
j)romul2:ated  by  public  authority.  Colonel  Burr  oxi)ressed  a 
M'ish  to  have  an  hour's  interview  with  him,  and  Mr.  Clay  told 
hitn  where  he  stopped  — but  the  colonel  never  called." 

Tiiese  were  busy  years,  as  indeed  were  all  the  years  of  this 
man's  life.  A  <^entlema!i  who  spent  some  time  in  his  office  at 
this  period,  has  described  to  me  his  manner  of  employing  the 
day.  He  rose  at  the  dawn.  A  breakfast  of  an  ef^g  and  a  cup 
of  coiToe  sufficed  for  this  most  abstemious  of  men  ;  after  which 
he  worked  among  his  papers  for  some  hours  before  liis  clerks 
and  assistants  arrived.  He  was  a  hard  taskmaster :  he  "  kept  us 
all  upon  the  jump."  All  day  he  was  dispatching  and  receiv- 
ing messages,  sendins:  foi"  books,  peisons,  and  papers;  exiK*cting 
every  command  lo  be  obeyed  with  next-to-imj)OSsihle  celerity, 
inspiring  every  one  with  his  own  zeal,  and  getting  a  suri^rising 
quantity  of  work  accomplished.  '*  He  was  busifu'ss  hici(ntafe^^^ 
said  mv  informant.  About  ten  in  the  evenini;  he  would  i^ive 
over,  invite  liis  c<jmpani()ns  to  the  side-board,  and  lake  a  sin- 
gle glass  of  wine.  Tiien  his  spirits  would  rise,  and  he  would 
sit  for  hours  telling  stories  of  his  past  life,  and  drawitig  brief 
and  graphic  sketches  of  celebrated  characters  with  whom  he 
had  a<*te<l.  Olten  he  was  full  of  wit  and  gayety  at  such  limes; 
"the  liveliest  fellow  in  the  worM  ;"  ''as  merry  as  a  boy;" 
*'  never  molancholv,  never  ill-natured."  About  midniLTJit,  or 
later,  he  would  lie  down  upon  a  hard  coiich  in  a  corner  of  his 
office,  an<l  sleep  ''  like  a  child,"  until  the  morning.  In  his 
personal  habits  he  was  a  thorough-going  Spartan  — eating  lit- 
tle, drinking  little,  sleej>ing  little,  working  hard.  He  was 
fond  of  calculating  upon  how  small  a  sum  life  could  be  su|»- 
ported,  and  used  lo  think  that  he  could  live  well  enough  njMiU 
seventv-live  cents  a  week. 

And  here  mav  be  introduced  such  frairments  of  his  conver- 
sation  as  are  still  remembered. 

His  conversation  upon  the  past  was  remarkable  for  its  can- 
dor, humor,  and  charity.  1I(^  denounced  no  one  —  not  even 
General  Wilkinson,  of  whom  he  spoke  more  severi'ly  than  ot 
any  one  else.     He  used  to  assert,  in  the  most  positive  manner, 
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that  Wilkinson  had  unequivocally  betrayed  him.  Against 
Jefferson  he  did  not  seem  to  be  embittered,  tliough  the  puln 
lieation  of  the  "Anas"  gave  him  a  passing  disgust.  Jle  de- 
scribed him  as  a  very  agreeable  man  in  conversation  ;  a  man 
of  no  "  presence ;"  a  plain,  country-looking  man ;  a  sincere 
and  thorougli  "Jacobin"  in  opinion.  He  thought  Jefferson's 
*'  leveling  principles,"  as  he  called  them,  were  very  absurd,  and 
had  done  great  harm.  Of  tlie  republican  foirn  of  govern- 
ment, as  here  established,  with  its  entirely  fatal  element  of 
"rotatio!!  in  office,"  he  had  an  ill  opinion,  and  was  sure  it 
could  not  last.  One  day,  some  gentlemen  were  conversing 
upon  the  subject  in  his  j>resence,  when  one  of  them  chanced 
to  use  the  phrase,  "  expounders  of  the  Constitution."  At  the 
moment  a  noisy  crowd  of  electioneering  Democrats  were  jiass- 
ing.  ]5urr,  who  had  stood  silent  for  some  time  with  his  hands 
behind  liim,  liolding  his  hat  (his  favorite  attitude),  pointed  to 
the  mob,  and  said,  "  They  are  the  expounders  of  the  Consti- 
tution !" 

General  Washin2:ton  he  underrated  to  the  last.  Himself 
the  quickest  of  mortals  in  apprehending  aiul  deciding,  he 
could  not  admire  a  general  who  was  so  slow  to  make  up  his 
mind.  He  thotight  Washington,  as  ])efore  recorded,  a  very 
honest  and  well-intentioned  country  gentleman  ;  but  no  great 
soldier,  and  verv  far  indeed  from  beini;  a  demi-^od.  J>urr 
disliked  a  <lull  person  next  to  a  coward,  and  he  thought  gen- 
eral Washington  a  dull  person.  Hamilton  and  other  vouult 
scholar-S(»ldiers  of  the  Uevolution  were  evidently  of  a  similar 
opinion,  but  Hamilton  thought  that  the  popularity  of  the  gen- 
eral was  essential  to  the  triumph  of  the  cause,  and,  aceord- 
ingly,  he  kept  his  oj>inion  to  liimself.  J>tn*r,  less  prudent,  less 
disinterested,  perhaps,  mad(»  no  secret  of  his, 

Carlyle  declares,  that  the  very  stupidity  of  John  Bull  is 
wiser  than  other  |)eople-s  wisdom;  and  it  may  be  remarked 
of  General  Wa.shington,  that,  though  he  could  not  make  a 
hon  rnot^  nor  always  spell  one  when  it  was  made,  his  dullness 
was  brighter  llian  the  bri'liancy  of  Hamilton  and  I>urr.  Let 
i>urr,  iiowever,  be  commended  lor  his  candor  in  not  (ijr*''tbHf 
an  admiration  for  a  popular  idol,  with  regard  to  whom  it  is 
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considered  unpatriotic  to  have  an  opinion.  His  lianuless  crit- 
icism of  liis  commander  is  less  offensive  and  less  immoral  than 
the  caiuiiig  adulation  of  self-seeking  politicians,  who  liave  sue- 
cee(le<l  in  concealing  the  interesting  traits  of  the  m:m,  and 
obscuring  his  real  claim  to  the  admiration  of  posterity. 

l\'()ple  were  otlen  startled  by  the  utter  nonchakince  with 
which  Colonel  Burr  would  allude  to  pass:iges  in  his  [>a.st  life, 
which  were  generally  thought  to  be  infamous.  The  following 
scene,  derived  from  an  eye-witness,  is  an  example : 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  on  the  opening  of  the  trial  at 
Richmond,  young  Winiicld  Scott  occupied  a  conspicuous  |>ojrt- 
tion  above  the  audii'uce.  Before  the  trial  had  progressed  far, 
he  left  Kichnumd,  and  never  saw  Colonel  Burr  again  until 
after  his  return  from  Europe.  On  the  evening  of  the  day  on 
whi(*h  he  was  first  named  (icfwrttl  Scott,  he  found  liimself  at 
the  house  of  a  disiinguislie«l  j»oliti<ian  in  Albany,  where  a  little 
suj)per  was  to  cih'biale  his  promotion. 

'*  IFavr  you  any  objection,  general,  to  be  introduced  to  Col- 
onel Aaron  Ihirr*:"'  iiMjuired  the  giver  of  the  feast. 

"  Anv  LcentliMnau  whom  vou  choose  to  invite  to  your  house,*' 
rcplictl  the  giMicral,  "I  shall  bo  glad  tt>  know." 

Colonel  J>urr  entered;  the  introduction  took  ]>lace;  the 
])arly  sat  down  to  whist,  until  supper  was  announced.  At  the 
table,  tin*  oM  colonel  and  the  young  general  sat  opposite  eaeh 
oilier,  but  no  paiticular  convrrsation  occurred  between  them 
ior  some  time.  ]Mean while,  (ieneral  Scott,  ever  as  ccMuteous 
as  brave,  forbore  lo  pronounce  the  word  llh'hmohiJ^  or  even 
^^ir</u^i(l^  lest  it  should  exeite  painful  feelings  in  the  mind  of 
a  Uillen  man.     Sudilenly,  Colonel  Burr  looked  up  and  said, 

'"(ieneial  Seott,  Tvi?  seen  vou  before." 

"  ilave  you,  indeed  ?"  rejoined  the  general,  supposing  that 
he  referred  to  some  military  scene,  or  other  public  occasion,  in 
which  he  had  figured. 

**  Yes,"  continued  Burr,  "  T S(nr  you  (tt  my  triid*^ 

Jle  then  di'seribed  the  position  and  dress  of  the  vouncT  iren- 
lleman  in  the  court-room,  and  proceeded  to  converse  about 
the  scenes  that  trans|>ired  ut  Biehmond  ])recisely  in  the  tone 
and  manner  of  a  casual  spectator.       The  general  w;is  both 
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afttonishcd  and  relieved.  It  was  during  the  war  of  1812  that 
tliis  scene  occurred,  and  the  old  soldier  expressed  cordial  ad- 
miration of  General  Scott's  gallantry  and  conduct.  On  the 
ftanie  occiision,  Colonel  Burr  asked, 

"  Why  don't  the  folks  at  Washington  employ  General  Jack- 
son?" 

Some  one  said  that  Jackson  had  a  command  in  the  militia, 
and  would  soon  he  called  into  active  service. 

Burr  said :  "  I'll  tell  you  why  they  don't  give  him  a  com- 
mission; he's  a  friend  of  mine  ;  that's  the  reason." 

He  talked  with  perfect  freedom  respecting  his  Mexican  en- 
terprise, particularly  its  comic  incidents.  Commenting  on  the 
charge  that  he  had  descended  the  river  "in  warlike  array," 
be  used  to  give  a  humorous  description  of  his  boats  and  their 
crews.  Nothin<]r  is  accuratelv  enouu:h  remembered  of  his  de- 
scription  to  be  given  here,  except  that  the  manner  of  the  de- 
scent was  most  ludicrously  clitferent  from  what  is  understoo<l 
by  the  phr.ase  "  warlike  arrny."  What  with  the  j)ranks  of  a 
large  monkey  and  the  music  of  a  violin,  his  men  seemed  to 
bave  had  a  very  merry  voyage  of  it.  lie  spoke  kindly  of 
Blennerhassett.  He  was  not  a  bad  man.  Burr  would  say, 
though  a  weak  one ;  a  man  of  some  knowledge,  and  no  sense; 
who  required  no  j^rsHddhir/  to  enter  into  the  South-western 
scheme,  but  was  madly  eager  to  embark  in  it  the  moment  it 
was  mentioned.  Atler  Burr's  return  to  America,  he  wrote  to 
Mi*8.  Blennerhassett  (in  Irelan<l)  for  the  letters  and  documents 
in  her  possession  relating  to  the  enterprise.  She  demanded  a 
great  price  for  them,  which  ]5urr  was  not  in  circumstances  to 
give.  He  sent  Iier  two  or  three  sums  of  money,  however,  in 
her  destitution,  the  amounts  uf  which  are  not  remembered  by 
my  informant,  though  he  is  positive  as  to  the  fact  of  money 
being  sent  to  her. 

He  conversed  with  equal  freedom  of  the  duel  with  Hamil- 
ton. He  never  blamed  himself  i<)r  his  conduct  in  that  affair 
Despising  the  out-cry  made  about  the  duel,  he  would  indulge, 
sometimes,  in  a  kind  of  definnt  affectation  ri*specting  it.  "  J/// 
frietnl  Jlinatlion — w/iohi  Z.'f/io^,"  he  would  say,  with  amazing 
nonchalance.     Usually,  however,  he  alluded  to  his  antagonist 
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with  respect,  styling  Iiim  "  General  Hamilton,"  and  doinjj  par- 
tial justice  to  his  merits.  "Was  Hamilton  a  gentleman?^ 
asked  a  forei-^ncr  once  in  Burr's  heaiinq:.  Burr  resented  the 
question,  ami  re))lied  with  hauteur :  "  Sir,  /  met  hiiii." 

He  told  an  anecdote  relating  to  the  duel,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  purport.  On  a  journey,  while  stopping  at  a  tav- 
ern to  bait  his  horses,  he  strolled  into  the  village,  and  saw  & 
traveling  exhibition  of  wax-works.  To  amiLse  an  idle  moment, 
lie  entered.  Among  the  figures  were  two  representing  Hamil- 
ton and  himself  in  the  act  of  firing.  The  figures  were  vilely 
exe(;uted,  and  the  exhibition  was  made  the  more  ridiculous 
by  some  doggerel  which  the  ambitious  exhibitor  had  8ci*awled 
imderneath.     With  some  difficulty  he  made  it  out,  as  follows: 

"  0  Burr,  0  Burr,  what  hast  thou  done  ? 
Thou  hiiat  shoot cd  dead  groat  llamilton. 
Ynu  hid  behind  u  bunch  of  tiiistlc, 
And  shooted  him  dead  wiih  a  great  boss  pistoL" 

He  told  this  storv  lust  as  anv  one  would  have  told  it,  and 
laughe<l  at  the  lines  as  hojjrlily  as  any  of  his  auditors. 

Ill*  was  sur]»rise<l,  one  day,  to  receive  the  following  epistle, 
which  is  here  transcribed  iVoin  the  oriij^inal :  "Aaron  J^irr : 
Sir,  Please  to  meet  me  with  the  weapon  you  chuse  on  the  l.'> 
of  may  wheri»  you  murdered  mv  father  at  1  o'clock  with  vour 
Fccond.  8  May  1810.  J.  A.  llauiilion."  To  which  he  wrote 
a  reply  like  this:  "  Boy,  I  never  injured  you  :  nor  wished  to 
injure  your  father.  A.  Burr."  On  retlection,  however,  he 
thought  it  best  not  to  notice^  the  coninumication,  and  tore  up 
his  reply.  He  was  afterward  informed  that  the  letter  was  a 
forircry. 

There  was  one  remarkable  occasiim  on  which  he  spoke  ot' 
the  duel  seriously  and  elofpiently.  It  was  when,  for  the  only 
time  in  his  life,  he  revisited  the  ground  where  it  was  fouirht. 
He  went  there  to  obiiLTC  a  vouuix  friend,  who  wished  to  see  a 
Rp«»t  SO  firnous.  Leaving  their  boat  at  the  foot  of  the  heights 
ofWeeliawken,  Just  where  Burr  lia<l  le!l  his  boat  on  that  fatal 
morniuir  a  <niarti'r  of  a  centurv  before,  thev  climbed  over  the 
bame  rocks,  and  soon  readied  the  ground.     Except  that  tbo 
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Tocks  were  covered  with  names,  and  that  the  ground  was 
more  overgrown  with  trees,  the  place  had  not  clianged  in  all 
those  years :  nor  lias  it  yet.  It  had  changed  owners,  how- 
ever, and  belonged  to  a  son*  of  Rutiis  King,  Burr's  colleague 
in  the  Senate,  and  Hamilton's  friend  and  ally.  In  the  boat 
Burr  had  been  somewliat  thoughtful  and  silent,  but  seemed 
to  enjoy  the  bright  day  and  pleasant  shores,  as  he  always  en- 
joyed bright  and  pleasant  things.  On  reaching  the  scene,  he 
place<l  his  companion  on  the  spot  where  Hamilton  had  stood, 
and  went  to  the  place  where  he  had  stood  himself,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  narrate  the  incidents  of  the  occasion. 

The  conversation  turned  to  the  causes  of  the  duel.  As  ho 
talked,  the  old  fire  seemed  to  be  rekindled  within  him  ;  his 
eye  blazed  ;  his  voice  rose.  He  recounted  the  long  catalogue 
of  wrongs  he  had  received  from  Hamilton,  and  told  how  he 
had  forborne  and  forborne,  and  forgiven  and  forgiven,  and 
even  8too])ed  to  remonstrate  —  until  he  had  no  choice  except 
to  slink  out  of  sight  a  wretch  degraded  and  despised,  or  meet 
the  calumuiator  on  the  field  and  silence  him.  He  dwelt  much 
on  tiie  meanness  of  Hamilton.  He  charged  him  with  being 
malevolent  and  cowardly  —  a  man  who  would  slander  a  rival, 
and  not  stand  to  it  unless  he  was  cornered.  "  When  he  stood 
up  to  fire,"  said  Burr,  "  ho  caught  my  eye,  and  quailed  under 
It;  he  looked  like  a  convicted  felon."  It  was  not  true,  he 
continued,  that  Hamilton  did  not  tire  at  him ;  Hanulton  fired 
first  /f  lie  heard  the  ball  whistle  among  the  branches,  and 
Kaw  the  severed  twig  above  his  head.  He  spoke  of  what 
Hamilton  wrote  on  the  eveninix  before  the  du(?l  with  infinite 
contempt.  "It  reads,"  said  he,  "like  the  confessions  of  a  pen- 
itent monk."  These  isolated  expressions,  my  informant  says, 
convey  no  id(;a  whatever  of  the  fiery  impressiveness  with 
which  he  spoke.  He  justified  all  he  had  done  ;  nay,  applaud- 
ed it. 

He  was  moved  to  the  depths  of  his  soul ;  the  pent-up  feel- 
ings of  twenty-five  years  burst  into  speech.  His  companion, 
who  had  known   him  intimatelv  manv  vears,  an<l   had  never 

*  Jamc<t  0.  Kiii;r,  for  many  yoara  a  ^oat  N(.«w  York  banker. 

f  Burr's  second  :ii<.si?rtotl  the  saino  thinj?,  and  maint:iin€*d  it  to  the  last 
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Bcon  him  roui^ccl  before,  was  almost  awe-stnick  at  this  stranire 
outburst  of  emotion,  and  the  startlinij  force  of  man v  of  Jiis  vx- 
|Mo.ssions.  He  riMnt'mhers  woiulerinij  thnt  he  shtnild  ever  have 
thou^lit  IJurrsni.ill  of  stature,  for,  during  this  scene,  the  lofti- 
ness of  his  d(Mneanor  was  such,  tliat  his  very  form  seemed  to 
rise  and  expand.  It  was  long  before  he  regained  his  usual 
eomposure.  All  the  way  home  he  still  spoke  of  the  olden 
time,  and  seemed  to  renew  his  youth,  and  live  over  again  his 
former  life. 

^While  upon  this  subject,  I  may  introduce  a  specimen- false- 
hood which  has  ha<l  curreiicv,  an<l  is  actually  narrated  in  a  re- 
cent  vohime  juirporting  to  be  a  Life  of  Alexander  Ilamihon. 
"Onlv  once,  durinir  the  i>roirross  of  Mi*s.  Ilamiltoifs  life,"  «i*'S 
the  work  rcfened  to,  "  was  she  afllicted  with  the  sight  of  her 
husbnn<l's  muiMlcrer.  In  the  year  1822  she  was  traveling  from 
New  York  to  Albany  on  one  of  the  bo.ats  on  the  Hudson  ri\er. 
The  company  had  been  summoned  to  dinner.  When  Mrs*. 
H.iinilton  ]i:id  almost  reachetl  her  seat  in  the  dinincT-saliHui^  on 
raising  her  eyes  she  ]MMccived  Aaron  Ibirr  stan<ling  diri'vtly 
opposite  to  Ikm-,  with  the  narrow  wi<Uh  of  the  t.able  ahuie  i»c- 
twrcn  tlicm.  TUit  shock  was  too  much  for  her  system,  she 
iittcicd  :i  |on<l  scrcani,  fell,  and  was  carried  in  a  fainting  >t:itc 
from  the  apartment.  As  soon  as  she  recovered,  she  insT^-»l 
on  Ix'ing  set  on  shore  at  the  first  landing-place.  She  n*tnsi-«l 
to  journey  further  on  a  vessel  which  contained  the  diteNtcil 
form  of  Aaron  l>urr.  It  is  said  that  after  the  removal  of  Mrs. 
Humiiton  from  th<'  dininLT-saloon,  Ibirr  <leliberately  sal  <h)wn 
and  ate  a  hearty  dinner  with  the  utuu)st  composure.'' 

Tiie  gentleman  is  si  ill  living,  a  well-known  meml)er()f  theXew 
York  bar,  and  a  gentleman  of  un(piestionable  yera<'ity,  who  ua* 
J/urr*s  conij>anii»n  (ni  the  only  occasion  on  which  he  and  Mi-^ 
Hamilton  were  i-ver  together  on  boanl  a  steaiiiboat.  He  inform* 
ine  —  which  of  course  is  evident  enou»;h  —  that  this  tine  storv 
is  iiiisi'  in  every  particular.  It  was  a  small  stt'andioat  plxiu'i 
betwten  New  York  and  ^ranhattanvilli*,  on  whieli  tiie  awk- 
ward leiieonter  occurred.  Mrs.  IIamilt<m  merely  looked  at. 
]5nrr,  as  t'xerv  body  else  looked  at  him;  for  he  never  weal 
anywhere   without    being  an    object   of    universal    uitentioii. 
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Nothing  unusual  took  place  !  All  the  passengers  landed  to- 
gether at  Maiihattanvilie,  and  there  was  never  any  dinner 
eaten  bv  passenijcrs  on  board  the  boat.  Tlie  univorsallv- 
known  fact  that  ]\[rs.  Hanjilton  was  not  a  fool,  would  of  itself 
refute  the  story,  one  would  think.  Yet  we  find  it  j)rintod  and 
reprinted.  It  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  stories  told  to  tho 
injury  of  Burr's  reputation.  Not  one  in  ten  is  truer.  It  got 
into  the  ])apers  in  Burr's  life-time,  and  he  frequently  referred 
to  it,  in  illustrating  his  favorite  topics  —  the  decepliveness  of 
probabilities,  and  the  inevitable  falseness  of  the  thing  com- 
monly called  History. 

Another  story  he  used  to  tell  in  the  same  connection.  Tho 
belief  that  he  was  the  "  deadest  of  dead  shots,"  was  univer- 
Bal  throughout  the  country  ;  whereas  the  fact  was  that  he  had 
had  very  little  practice  in  all  his  life,  and  was  only  tolerably 
skilled  in  the  use  of  the  weapon.  l*hrenologists  and  sports- 
men tell  us  that  some  men  are  good  shots  by  nature.  Burr 
was  one  of  these  ;  and  the  steadiness  of  his  nervi*s  gave  him 
an  advantage.  But  to  the  storv.  He  was  at  Utica,  attend- 
ing  the  session  of  a  court,  at  which  there  was  a  great  con- 
course of  lawyers.  One  afternoon,  after  the  court  had  ad- 
journed, a  number  of  the  younger  members  of  the  bar  went 
into  a  lii'hl  behind  the  court-house  to  iire  pistols  at  a  mark. 
After  tiring  awhile,  seeing  Cohmel  Burr  pass  l>y,  they  invited 
bim  to  join  in  the  sport,  all  of  them  being  extremely  anxious 
to  witness  an  exhibition  of  his  renowned  ability.  He  protested 
his  want  of  skill,  an<l  begged  oil':  but  as  they  were  very  ur- 
gent, he  at  last  consented.  A  pi.stol  was  handiMl  him,  where 
he  stood,  and,  looking  aniund  for  a  mark,  he  said  "  There  is  a 
white  knot  in  that  post  yonder;  shall  I  lire  at  tl»at?"  It  was 
about  sixteen  paces  distant.  He  raise<l  his  pistol,  took  careful 
aim,  and  fired.  The  ball  struck  the  exact  center  of  the  knot. 
It  was  a  wonderful  hit,  and  astonished  no  one  so  much  as  tho 
individual  who  achieved  it.  He  was  urge<l  to  lire  again,  biit 
havintr  no  wish  to  tarnish  his  casilv-won  honors,  lie  retire<l 
from  the  field.  On  his  wav  back  throuLch  the  wilderness  to 
Albany,  he  stopped  in  a  lonely  place  to  water  his  horse,  when 
the  thought  occurred  to  him  to  try  what  he  could  really  do 
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wilh  a  pistol.  lie  fired  several  sbots.  "  I  conltln't  hit  a 
barn-door,"  he  would  say  ;  "  but  was  there  a  man  tiiat  saw  mo 
make  that  hit  at  Utica  who  could  be  pei*suaded  that  A.  B. 
wa«  not  a  dead  shot  ?" 

Other  instances  he  gave  from  his  own  experience,  in  which 
he  had  been  thought  a  necromancer,  or  possessed  of  a  devil, 
merely  from  some  accidental  conjunction  of  circumstances,  or 
by  the  use  of  means  the  most  ordinary  and  obvious. 

The  interest  which  Colonel  Burr  took  in  the  education  of 
youth  has  been  before  alluded  to.  He  always  had  a  protege 
in  training,  upon  whose  culture  he  bestowed  unwearied  pains 
and  moie  money  than  he  could  always  afford.  The  story  of 
Vanderlyn,  the  most  distinguished  protege  he  ever  had,  was 
one  which  was  often  related  in  these  later  years. 

He  was  riding  along  in  a  curricle  and  pair,  one  day  during 
his  senatorial  term,  when  one  of  his  horses  lost  a  shoe ;  and 
he  stopped  at  the  next  blacksmith's  to  have  it  replaced.  It 
was  a  lonely  (country  ])]ace,  not  far  from  Kingston,  in  Ulster 
county,  N(?w  York.  He  strolled  about  while  the  blacksmith 
was  :it  work,  and,  returning,  saw  u])on  the  side  of  a  stable 
iwiw  by,  a  charcoal  drawing  of  his  own  curricle  an<l  horses. 
The  picture,  which  must  have  been  executed  in  a  very  few 
minutes,  was  wonderfully  accurate  and  sj)irited,  and  he  stood 
a<bniring  it  f  )r  some  time.  Turning  round,  he  noticed  a  boy 
a  little  way  olf,  dressed  in  coarse  homespun. 

"Who  <lid  that?"  inquired  Burr,  pointing  to  the  picture. 

'•I  (li<l  it,"  said  the  boy. 

The  astonished  traveler  entered  into  conversation  with  the 
lad,  roun<l  him  intelligent,  though  ignorant,  learned  that  lie 
was  born  in  the  neighborhood,  ha<l  had  no  instruetit»n  in 
drawing,  and  was  engaged  to  work  for  the  blacksmith  six 
n\onths.  Burr  wrote  a  i'ew  words  on  a  piece  of  paper,  and 
s.iid,  as  he  wrote  : 

'*]\rv  bov,  vou  are  too  smart  a  fellow  to  stav  here  all  vour 
life.  If  ever,  vou  should  want  to  chan<jfe  v<>ur  emolovment 
and  see  the  worhl,  just  put  a  clean  shirt  into  your  pocket, 
go  to  New  York,  and  go  straight  to  that  address,"  handing 
the  boy  the  paj)er. 
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He  then  mounted  his  curricle  and  was  out  of  siglit  in  a  mo- 
ment. Several  months  passed  away,  and  the  circumstance 
liad  nearly  faded  from  the  busy  senator's  recollection.  An  he 
was  sitting  at  breakfiist  one  morning,  at  Richmond  Hill,  a  serv- 
ant put  into  his  hand  a  small  paj)er  parcel,  saying  that  it  was 
brought  by  a  boy  who  was  waiting  outside.  Burr  opened  the 
parcel,  and  found  a  coarse,  country-made  cleafi  shirt,  Su))- 
posing  it  to  be  a  mistake,  he  ordered  the  boy  to  be  shown  in. 
Who  should  enter  but  the  Genius  of  the  Roadside,  who  placed 
in  Burr's  hand  the  identical  i)iece  of  paper  he  had  given  him. 
The  lad  was  warmly  welcomed.  Burr  took  him  Into  his  fam- 
ily, educated  him,  and  procured  him  instruction  in  the  art 
which  nature  had  indicated  should  be  the  occupation  of  his 
life-time.  Ailerward,  Burr  assisted  him  to  Europe,  where  he 
spent  live  years  in  the  study  of  painting,  and  became  an  artist 
worthy  of  the  name. 

While  Burr  himself  was  wandering  in  Europe,  Vanderlyn 
was  exhibiting  pictures  in  the  Louvre,  at  Paris,  and  receiving 
from  Napoleon  a  gold  medal,  besides  compliments  and  felicit- 
ations from  the  emperor's  own  lips.  Vanderlyn  did  all  he 
could  for  his  benefactor  in  Paris;  but  unha])pily  he  had  the 
successful  artist's  usual  fortune  —  poverty  embittertMl  by  glory. 
He  afterward  had  commissions  from  Congress,  and  painted 
the  well-known  "  Lan<ling  of  Columbus"  for  a  panel  in  the 
rotunda  of  the  Capitol  at  Washington.  lie  also  ]>ainted  the 
portraits  of  Colonel  Burr  and  Theodosia  from  whio^i  the  en- 
gravings were  taken  by  which  their  lineaments  are  now  known 
to  the  public.  Vanderlyn  died  only  five  years  ago  at  Kings- 
ton, near  the  spot  where  he  drew  the  charcoal  sketch  which 
decided  liis  career. 

Burr  was  fond  of  chiKlren  to  weakness.  In  walking  about 
the  Battery  or  the  I*ark,  which  in  those  days  used  to  swarm 
with  nurses  and  children,  he  would  often  stop  to  speak  to  a 
pretty  child.  He  has  frequently  emptied  his  pockets  of  all  the 
change  he  had  in  giving  pieces  of  money  to  the  chiKlren  and 
their  attendants.  In  his  otKce,  he  made  a  j)oiiit  of  always 
keeping  a  supply  of  small  coins  exj)ressly  for  children.  A 
lady  tells  me  that  she  has  known  him  to  send  out  a  ten  dollar 
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bill  an'1  <rot  it  all  cljanged  into  fire,  ax.  ten.  vA  tve!ve  cent 
]ii<;cer*,  in  order  that  lie  might  be  «are  to  Lave  ose  to  give  her 
i;very  time  >lie  .saiil  her  lesson  with  the  reqiireJ  drgree  of  ac- 
curacrv.  Pariicularlv  fond  of  e«lucatinir  iiirls.  Le  was  £kT  in 
advance  of  his  time  in  the  ]if>era]itv  o^  hi<  idcAS  on  that  sob> 
j<;ct.  His  maxim  was,  that  the  aptitades  given  bv  nature  to 
eac)i  cliild  sliould  be  cultivated  without  regard  to  sex.  Ac 
<x>rdingly,  he  had  one  of  his  female  j»rotege«,  who  exhibited 
a  talent  for  mtisic%  taught  the  violin,  both  b«rcause  it  i<  the 
most  perfj'ct  of  instruments,  and  beca^is*?  the  giri  showed  i 
nMiiarkable  fondness  for  it.  Another  girl  ac-i'jiftr^i  under  his 
teaching  a  Kufficient  knowledge  of  Grt^L  to  read  the  New 
Testament  in  that  lanjjuajre  with  some  tluencv. 

Yet  it  a])|iears  he  had  a  liorror  of  hfaring  women  talk 
upon  politics,  and  would  never  permit  the  topic  to  be  intro- 
duced ill  their  j>resence,  if  he  could  prevent  it. 

"  That  man,"  said  he  one  day  of  a  stranger  who  had  just 
led  the  nioin,  "  is  no  gentleman." 

*'  Why  not  V"  exclaimed  the  ladies  in  a  chorus. 

"  liecause  he  introduced  politics  before  ladies.**  answered 
IJurr. 

"  IJut,  colonel,  have  ladies  no  sense,  then  ?*■  inquired  one 
of  thein. 

With  a  smile,  he  said  in  his  soft  whispering  way,  *•  All  sense, 
niadauK; ;  yet  it  is  better  to  talk  sweet  little  nothings  to 
them." 

His  frniah*  j»roteges  usually  became  agreeable  and  estimable 
women,  ainl  <lid  well  in  life.  The  yoimg  men  whom  he  edu- 
cated wen»  too  apt  to  copy  his  faults,  instead  of  his  virtues; 
parti(MiIarIy  his  worst  fault,  which  was  a  reckk-ss  gonero>ity 
ill  tln!  use  of  in<»ney.  Some  of  them  passed  their  lives  in  |k- 
cuniary  <lifiiculti(>s,  which  a  little  sell-denying  [»rudence  in  the 
bo'nnnintr  of  their  career  mi<j:ht  have  enabled  them  to  avoid. 
Olliers,  how(;ver,  escaped  those  degrading  miseries,  and  are 
at  this  moment  pros|)erous  gentlemen.  One  of  these  I  ad- 
dresscil  in  the  followini:^  manner: 

"  Vou  were  intimately  associated  with  Colonel  Burr  during 
the  y(;ar8  when  your  character  was  forming,  and  he  must  hav 
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infiiienceil  jou  pon'erfiilly.     Looking  back  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, do  j-oii  think  he  influenced  you  beneficially  ?" 

"  I  am  Hnre  he  did,"  was  the  reply. 

"What  particular  effect  did  hia  character  produce  upon 
yonrs  ?"  I  asked. 

The  emphatic  reply  was :  "  H^  made  me  iron  /" 

A  lady  soiil  to  me :  "I  never  ask  and  never  ansiver  an  iuH 
pertinent  qne^t ion ;  I  was  brouglit  ii]>  in  the  Jiiii-r  grhoolJ']    ■ ,.' 

There  are  some  pleasant  reiolleclions  of  Colonel  BuiT.rftJ.' 
corded  in  a  reeent  work,  entitled  " Tlie  Antoljiogi:ipliy  of  a 
Blind  Miui-ster,"  hy  the  Itev.  Timolliy  Woo.n.ri.lge,  1)."d.,  a 
grandson  of  Jonathan  Edwanla,  and  one  of  Unrr's  cousina. 
"In  theaumnieiof  1819,"  Wiiys  Dr.  Woodliridire,  "I  met  my 
cousin  Aaron  Burr,  at  the  house  of  our  cDmriiou  uncle,  Hon. 
Hmothy  Edwards,  in  Stoukhridge.  This  ivas  the  fir.-l  time  lie 
had  visited  our  nncle,  ti)r  wliom  lie  had  a  piol'umid  reverence, 
since  his  return  fiom  Europe. 

*'  Burr  is  a  conspicuous  character  in  American  history ;  and, 
as  I  lelt  tile  must  intense  curiosity  to  make  his  actpiaintance, 
tnd  study  liis  mind,  I  had  several  interviews  with  him  during 
this  visit  of  two  or  three  days.  Uis  conversation  was  instruct- 
ive ond  fascinating,  and,  joined  to  his  bearing,  conveyed  to 
my  mind  the  impruission  tliat  lie  was  made  l>y  the  God  of  Na- 
ture to  put  forth  a  commanding  agency  in  human  afiiurs.  His 
language  wsia  clear  as  light.  His  conversation  was  senten- 
tioua  and  condensed,  and  I  never  knew  a  man  convey  as  much 
meaning  in  ns  few  wor<ls.  I  heard  him'  sketch  the  character 
of  a  nnmbcr  of  our  rcvolnllonary  patriots  and  heroes  in  a  won- 
derfully graphic  manner,  and  I  thought  him  a  great  moral 
psunter. 

"  My  nnclc  told  mc  that,  after  Burr  came  home  from  his 
Canadian  campaign,  he  described  to  him  the  character  of  Hen- 
edict  Ainold.  '  Arnold,'  siild  Burr,  ' is  a  perfe<;t  madman  in 
the  citcitement  of  battle,  and  ia  ready  for  any  deeds  of"  valor; 
but  he  has  not  a  particle  of  moral  courage.  He  is  utterly  un- 
princijiled,  and  h.is  no  love  of  country  or  self  resj)ect,  to  guide 
him.  He  is  not  to  be  trusted  anywhere  but  imder  the  eye  of 
a  superior  officer.' 
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"The  day  after  Burr  left  our  uncle's  I  called  at  the  houso^ 
to  talk  over  the  impressions  of  this  unwonted  visit.  My  aunt 
was  a  venerable  and  pious  woman.  'I  want  to  tell  you,  cousin,' 
said  she,  '  the  scene  I  passed  through  this  morning.  When 
Colonel  Burr's  carriage  had  driven  up  to  the  door,  I  asked 
him  to  go  with  me  into  the  north  room,  and  I  can  not  tell  you 
how  anxious  I  felt,  as  I,  an  old  woman,  went  through  the  hall 
with  that  great  man,  Colonel  Burr,  to  admonish  him,  and  to 
lead  him  to  repentance.  After  wo  were  by  ourselves,  I  said 
to  him,  "  Colonel  Burr,  I  have  a  thousand  tender  memories  as- 
sociated with  you.  I  took  care  of  you  in  your  childhood,  and 
I  fool  the  deepest  concern  over  your  erring  steps.  You  have 
committed  a  great  many  sins  against  God,  and  you  killed  that 
great  and  good  man.  General  Hamilton.  I  beseech  you  to  ro- 
j)ent,  and  fly  to  the  blood  and  righteousness  of  the  Redeemer 
ibr  j)ardon.  I  can  not  bear  to  think  of  your  being  lost,  and  I 
often  pray  most  eainostly  for  your  salvation."  The  only  reply 
he  made  to  mo,'  continued  the  excellent  old  lady,  'was,  *'0, 
aunt,  <lon't  feel  so  badly;  we  .sliall  bolli  meet  in  heaven  vi'l ; 
nu'anwhile,  may  God  bless  yon."  lie  then  tenderly  took  my 
hand,  and  left  tlie  house.'  " 

lie  often  received,  in  the  comse  of  his  life,  similar  well- 
meant  admonitions,  and  invariably  replied  to  them  with  thank- 
lulness  and  respect.  Letters,  anonymous  an<l  other,  reminding 
him  of  liis  mother's  <lvinij:  wishes  respecting  him,  and  nr«xinfj 
him  to  repent,  were  ibund  among  his  ])apers.  One  of  these, 
written  by  a  huly  who  had  known  and  loved  his  mother,  was 
eloquent  and  touching.  She  inclosed  a  fragment  of  a  letter 
which  she  had  received  from  his  mother  sixtf/  years  before,  in 
which  the  most  ardent  desires  were  expressed  for  the  spiritual 
welfare  of  her  infant  son.  ''I  have  often  reflected,"  contiinied 
the  hulv,  ''on  voiu*  trials,  and  the  fortitude  with  which  vuu  , 
have  sustaine<l  them,  with  astonishment.  Yours  has  been  no 
common  lot.  But  vou  seem  to  have  ft>rij:otten  the  rii;ht  use 
of  a<lversity.  Afflictions  from  heaven  '  are  angels  sent  oa 
embassies  of  love.'  We  must  improve,  and  not  abuse  them, 
to  obtain  the  blessinc:.  Thev  are  commissioned  to  stem  the 
ti<le  of  impetuous  passion ;  to  check  inordinate  ambition  ;  to 
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sho^v  US  the  insignificance  of  earthly  greatness ;  to  wean  our 
affections  from  transitory  things,  and  elevate  them  to  those 
realities  whicli  arc  ever  blooming  at  the  right  hand  of  God. 
When  afHiction  is  thus  sanctified,  'the  heart  at  once  it  hum- 
bles and  exalts.' 

"Was  it  philosophy  that  supported  you  in  your  trials? 
There  is  an  hour  approaching  when  philosophy  will  fail,  and 
all  human  science  will  desert  you.  What  then  will  be  your 
substitute?  Tell  me,  Colonel  Burr,  or  rather  answer  it  to 
your  own  heart,  when  the  pale  messenger  appears,  how  will 
you  meet  him  — '  undamped  by  doubts,  undarkened  by  de- 
spair ?' 

"The  inclosed  is  calculated  to  excite  mingled  sensations 
both  of  a  melancholy  and  pleasing  nature.  The  hand  that 
penned  it  is  now  among  'the  just  made  perfect.'  Your  mother 
had  given  you  up  by  faith.  Have  you  ever  ratified  the  vows 
she  made  in  your  behalf?  When  she  bade  you  a  long  Cire- 
well,  she  commended  you  to  the  protection  of  Him  who  had 
promised  to  be  a  Father  to  the  fatherless. 

"The  great  Augustine,  in  his  early  years,  was  an  infidel  in 
his  principles,  and  a  libertine  in  his  conduct,  which  his  pious 
mother  deplored  with  bitter  weeping.  But  she  was  told  by 
her  friends  that  'the  child  of  so  many  prayers  and  tears  could 
not  be  lost ;'  and  it  was  verified  to  her  happy  experience,  for 
ho  afterward  became  one  of  the  grand  luminaries  of  the 
church  of  Christ.  This  remark  has  often  been  applied  to  you; 
and  I  trust  you  will  yet  have  the  haj)piness  to  fmd  that  '  the 
prayers  of  the  righteous'  have  '  availed  much.' " 

Burr  was  no  scoffer.  He  was  desirous,  while  condemning 
the  severe  theology  of  his  fathers,  not  to  be  thought  an  unbe- 
liever. A  lady  informs  me  that  if  he  chanced  to  enter  a 
room  while  she  was  hearing  her  children  say  their  prayers,  he 
would  stand  silent  in  an  attitude  of  reverence  till  the  exercise 
was  done.  He  occasionally  went,  with  a  lady,  to  the  Episcopal 
church,  and  would  have  gone  oftener  but  for  his  impatience  of 
a  dull  or  denunciatory  sermon.  As  he  was  coming  out  of  St. 
John^s  one  fine  Sunday  afternoon,  his  companion  asked  him 
what  he  thought  of  the  sermon,  which  had  borne  hard  upon 
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erring  mortals.  "  I  think,"  said  he,  "  that  God  is  a  great  deal 
better  than  people  suppose.  I,  at  least,  am  a  believer  in  his 
goodness.     I  say  with  Pope  : 

" '  Submit ;  in  this  or  any  other  sphere, 

Secure  to  be  as  blessed  as  thou  canst  bear : 
Safe  in  the  hand  of  one  disposing  Power, 
Or  in  the  natal,  or  the  mortal  hour.* " 

He  thought  the  Bible  to  be  by  far  the  most  valuable  of 
books,  and  admired  the  Psalms  of  David  particularly.  On 
bein<r  asked  to  name  his  favorite  authors  in  the  order  in  wliich 
he  esteemed  them,  he  replied:  "The  Bible,  of  course,  it  is  the 
Book ;  after  that,  Shakespeare,  Bums,  Pope,  lie  had  little 
relish,  in  his  later  years,  for  the  French  authors  who  had 
pleased  him  so  much  in  his  youth.  He  used  to  say  of  Rousseau 
that  he  was  well  named  "  a  self-torturing  egotist."  He  also 
outgrew  any  fondness  he  may  have  had  for  Voltaire.  Of  hi* 
ancestor,  Jonathan  Edwards,  he  used  often  to  say  that  h« 
"  was  the  clearest  head  of  America.  How  the  race  has  de 
generated,"  he  would  say,  with  a  humorous  shrug. 

As  the  years  ])jisscd,  his  reputation  was  more  and  more 
blackened  bv  the  idle,  calumnious  tales  that  were  circulate*! 
respecting  him.  He  bore  it  with  surprising  equanimity.  Know- 
ing well  the  utter  hopelessness  of  attempting  to  restore  hi* 
good  name,  he  submitted  to  the  wrong  in  silence,  and  grew 
at  last  almost  indiflerent  to  it.  For  many  years,  indeed,  lie 
cherished  the  hope  that  the  publication  of  his  story,  after  his 
death,  would  set  all  right  at  last,  and  to  secure  this  was  one 
of  his  latest  cares.  But  for  his  own  life-time  he  knew  the  cai«e 
was  hopeless. 

"  I  don't  care  what  they  say  of  me,"  he  said  to  one  who 
showed  him  a  scurrilous  j>aragraph  ;  "  they  may  say  whatever 
they  j)lease ;  I  let  them  alone,  I  only  ask  to  be  let  alone." 

On  a  similar  occasion,  a  lady  said  to  him,  "  Why,  colonel, 
if  they  Wt^re  to  accuse  you  of  murder,  I  don't  think  you'd 
denv  it." 

He  re|)lied,  *' O,  no,  my  child,  why  should  I?  What  good 
would  it  do  ?  Every  man  likes  his  own  opinion  best.    He  may 
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not  have  a  hnndred  thonsand  dollars,  but  he  has  his  opinion. 
A  man's  opinion  is  his  pride,  his  wcfilth,  himself.  As  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  they  may  indulge  in  any  opinion  they  choose." 

One  day  in  his  ofKce,  a  gentleman  talked  in  the  usual  hal^ 
true  manner  of  the  evils  of  war.     Burr  remarked, 

"  Slander  has  slain  more  than  the  sword." 

To  a  friend  Avho  censured  him  for  allowing  so  many  hun- 
dreds of  injurious  paragraphs  to  circulate  without  contradic- 
tion, he  replied  that  he  had  formerly  supposed  that  his  char- 
acter \j'li8  strong  enough  to  bear  such  ])etty  assaults,  and  he 
had  felt  himself  safe  in  treating  them  with  contempt.  "But," 
he  added,  "  I  fear  I  have  committed  a  great  error ;  the  men 
who  knew  their  falsity  are  mostly  dead,  and  the  generation 
who  now  read  them  may  take  them  for  truths,  being  uncon- 
tradicted. I  admit  I  have  committed  a  capital  error,  but  it  is 
too  late  to  repair  it." 

"  Poor  Burr !"  exclaimed  the  recorder  of  the  remark  last 
quoted,  "  he  was  a  man  of  many  griefs  ;  but  he  was  a  child  of 
p^nius  —  a  brave,  intellectual,  brilliant  man  —  and  had  within 
himself  many  of  the  noblest  qualities  which  adorn  his  species. 
But  he  had  his  weaknesses,  and  his  petty  vices  in  addition. 
Who  has  not  ?  He  was  the  victim  of  a  combination  of  cir- 
cumstances, rather  than  of  his  own  faul^^' 

Occasionally,  Burr's  revilers  would  receive  a  telling  rebuke. 
One  of  his  English  friends,  a  colonel  in  the  British  army,  came 
to  this  country  with  his  wife  and  daughters,  and  hastened  to 
renew  his  acquaintance  with  Colonel  Burr.  A  few  days  after 
his  arrival,  some  officious  individuals  to  whom  he  had  brought 
letters,  and  who  had  seen  Burr  walking  in  the  street  with  him 
and  his  party,  felt  themselves  called  upon  to  j^ut  the  stranger 
on  his  guard. 

"  Really,  Colonel ,  you  mustn't  know  Burr,"  said  one 

of  these  friendly  [)rovincials.  "  No  one  in  society  thinks  of 
knowing  i^urr ;  he  is  held  in  a  kind  of  abhorrence.  I  wouldn't 
for  the  world  have  my  wife  and  daughters  seen  speaking  with 
him." 

**  Wouldn't  you,"  said  the  jolly  Briton ;  "  for  our  part,  we 
think  Colonel  Burr's  acquaintance  a  privilege  and  an  honor." 
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"  But,"  said  another  of  the  officious  ones,  "  Aaron  Burr  is 
the  greatest  villain  on  earth." 

"  Gentlemen,"  was  the  soldier's  quiet  reply,  "  we  like  vil- 
lains," and  turned  on  his  heel. 

Burr  himself  was  provoked  once  to  notice  a  public  affront. 
It  was  at  Jamaica,  on  Long  Island,  when  he  was  a  very  old 
man,  on  one  of  the  last  occasions  of  his  aj)pearing  in  a  court- 
room. The  news  of  his  coming  preceded  him,  and  such  was 
the  general  desire  to  see  so  renowned  a  character,  that  the 
schools  were  dismissed,  and  people  >valked  many  miles  to  at- 
tend the  court.  A  lawyer,  fitly  years  hi3  junior,  thought  to 
make  capital  for  himself  by  roundly  abusing  Colonel  Burr  in 
his  opening  speech.  On  rising  to  rei)ly,  Colonel  Burr,  in  bis 
very  blandest  tones,  said, 

"  I  learned  in  the  Revolution,  in  the  society  of  gentlemen, 
and  I  have  since  observed  for  myself,  that  a  man  who  is  guilty 
of  intentional  bad  manners,  is  capable  of  crime." 

The  remark  is  not  a  very  striking  one,  but  it  is  said  to  have 
produced  a  great  effect  upon  the  auditors,  and  to  have  com- 
pletely quelled  the  young  lawyer's  insolence.  The  manner  of 
the  man  must  have  been  powerful  in  the  extreme,  for  so  many 
of  his  words  to  be  remembered  after  the  lapse  of  so  many 
years. 

One  of  Burr's  law-partners  relates  an  anecdote  which  also 
shows  how  his  words  cling  to  the  memory  of  those  who  heard 
them.  The  circumstance  occurred  about  forty-two  years  ago. 
A  tj^entleman  entered  tlie  office  and  brought  the  news  tiiat  a 
friend  of  Colonel  Burr's,  who  had  at  a  critic^d  period  written  a 
pamphlet  in  his  vindication,  had  fallen  dead  in  the  sti*eet  a  few 
hours  before. 

^*  Do  me  the  favor,"  said  Burr,  turning  to  his  partner,  "  to 
send  for  a  carriage  ;  we  nmst  go  and  see  how  this  is  !" 

On  reaching  the  house,  they  found  the  family  in  great  dis- 
tress, and  the  sheriff  in  possession  of  the  body  for  a  debt  of 
two  hundred  and  iitly  dollars. 

Looking  upon  the  face  of  the  dead  man,  Burr  said, 

"This  may  be  law,  but  it  is  not  Christian  charity  !" 

Turning  to  his  partner,  who  was  the  cashier  of  the  coDcem, 
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he  added,  "This  must  not  go  on.  This  man  mnst  be  buried. 
You  have  the  money  of  the  privateersmen  (clients)  in  your 
hands;  pay  the  debt. 

His  prudent  partner  demurred,  saying  tlie  money  might  be 
called  for  before  they  could  replace  it." 

"  Sir,"  replied  Burr  with  decision,  "  that  man  once  did  me 
a  kindness ;  give  them  the  money  and  I  will  borrow  as  much 
to-moiTow  of  the  Black  Prince." 

The  body  was  delivered,  and  both  Burr  and  his  partner  at- 
tended the  funeral.  Black  Prince  was  the  nickname  of  one 
of  Burr's  staunch  fi-iends. 

As  he  grew  older,  the  habit  of  indiscriminate  giving  grew 
upon  him  to  a  most  remarkable  degree.  During  his  more 
active  years  he  usually  had  a  partner  who  managed  the  finan- 
cial affairs  of  the  firm ;  for  he  was  not  fit  himself  to  have  the 
control  of  money,  and  he  knew  it.  There  were  certain  claims 
upon  him  which  he  could  never  resist.  Old  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution  and  their  children,  men  who  had  lost  by  the  fail- 
ure of  the  expedition  and  their  children,  men  who  had  stood 
by  him  to  the  last  in  his  political  career  and  their  children, 
were  the  people  who  had  but  to  apply  to  him  for  assistance, 
to  get  from  him,  if  necessary,  his  last  dollar.  Literally,  liis 
last  dollar ;  nay,  his  last  cent ;  for  he  has  been  known  to  ex- 
amine all  his  j)ockets  and  drawers,  and  bestow  every  coin  he 
could  find  upon  a  needy  friend. 

When  ho  received  a  sum  of  money  of  his  own,  he  used  to 
make  a  kind  of  well  of  books  for  its  reception  in  the  middle 
of  his  large,  crowded  table  ;  and  then  lucky  was  the  applicant 
who  made  the  first  claim  upon  it!  He  gave,  and  gave,  and 
gave,  until  the  well  ran  dry,  and  was  filled  in  again  with  law 
papers  and  books ;  when,  too  otlen,  a  creditor  wouM  present 
himself,  and  go  away  again  disappointed.  "  Burr  was  not  a 
man,"  says  one  who  knew  more  about  his  pecuniary  afiairs 
and  habits  than  any  body  else,  "  to  worrif  about  a  debt,  though 
ho  liked  to  pay  when  he  could."     A  creditor  would  say, 

"  This  bill  has  been  running  a  long  time,  colonel." 

"  It  has  indeed,"  he  would  reply. 
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"  I  should  like  to  have  the  money,"  the  creditor  woald  con- 
tinue. 

"And  I  should  like  to  pay  you,"  the  colonel  would  rejoin. 

And  if,  when  the  applicant  called  again,  there  was  money  in 
the  well,  he  would  pay  it  with  pleasure.  Never  was  there  a 
front  door  in  New  York  so  beset  with  solicitors  for  chanty  as 
his.  To  avoid  the  rush  of  suitors,  he  removed  at  one  time  to 
Jersey  City,  thinking  that  the  obstacle  of  the  river  would,  at 
least,  diminish  the  crowd  of  applicants.  He  resided  there  for 
some  years.  These  ceaseless  gifls  it  was,  that  made  him  an 
extravagant  man,  and  kept  him  poor.  Upon  himself  he  8pi»nt 
little.  He  lived  chiefly  upon  fish,  bread,  weak  coffee,  claret 
and  water,  and  other  simple  articles.  He  could  scarcely  have 
had  a  clerk  whose  personal  expenses  were  so  little  as  his 
own. 

Heaps  of  miscellaneous  pieces  of  paper  from  Burr's  desks 
and  drawers,  have  been  offered  to  my  inspection ;  they  show 
how  constantly  he  was  solicited  for  pecuniary  aid,  and  how 
frequently  that  aid  was  afforded.  Notes  payable  to  him  that 
have  never  been  paid  ;  applications  for  small  loans ;  ;icknowl- 
edgments  of  money  borrowed;  thanks  for  similar  favoi*s; 
fill  up  the  interstices  between  larger  documents.  He  could 
not  say  No,  at  last.     He  could  scarcely  choose  ^//^  give. 

An  anecdote  related  to  me  bv  the  wife  of  one  of  Burr's 
partneis  will  serve  to  illustrate  his  infinnltij  with  reganl  to 
the  use  of  money.  He  may  have  been  seventy-five  yeai*s  old 
when  the  eiroiunstanees  took  place.  The  lady  chaneed  to  Ik? 
sitting  in  the  office  one  morning,  when  Burr  received  a  large 
amount  of  money  in  bills,  and  as  his  habits  with  reg.ard  to 
money  had  otlen  been  the  subject  of  remark  in  the  house,  she 
watched  his  proceedings  with  curiosity.  She  saw  him  first 
take  a  law-book  from  an  upper  shelf,  put  a  fifty  dollar  note 
between  its  leaves,  and  replace  the  book  on  the  shelf.  The 
rest  of  the  money  he  deposited  in  the  middle  of  his  table,  as 
usual.  He  had  on  that  morning  an  extraordinary  concourse 
of  begging  visitors,  of  whom  no  one  seemed  to  go  empty 
away,  and  by  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  well  w.ns  ex- 
hausted.    An  hour  later.  Colonel  Burr  looked  at  his  watch, 
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sprang  from  his  chair,  and  began  hastily  to  pack  his  portman- 
teau with  law-papers,  in  preparation  for  a  journey  to  Albany, 
where  he  had  business  with  the  courts.  .When  he  was  ready, 
he  looked  into  his  receptacle  for  money  and  discovered  that  it 
was  empty.  An  examination  of  his  pockets  produced  only  a 
few  coins. 

"  Bless  me  I"  he  exclaimed,  "  I  have  to  go  to  Albany  in  half 
an  hour,  and  have  no  money." 

Could  madame  lend  him  ten  dollars  ?  Madame  could  not. 
Would  madame  oblige  him  by  stepping  over  and  asking  her 
good  mother  to  lend  him  the  amount  ?  Madame  was  of  opin- 
ion that  her  good  mother  would  not  lend  Colonel  Burr  any 
more  money.     He  was  at  his  wit's  end.     At  length  she  said, 

"  But,  colonel,  what  are  you  going  to  do  with  the  fifty  dol- 
lar bill  in  that  book  yonder?" 

"  O !  I  forgot,"  he  said ;  "  I  put  it  there  this  morning  on 
purpose.     Wliat  a  treasure  you  are  to  remind  me  of  it !" 

The  year  1829  saw  General  Jackson  President  of  the  United 
States.  lie  was  not  unmindful  of  his  old  friends  of  180G.  To 
Samuel  Swartwout  he  gave  the  collectorship  of  New  York. 
He  could  not  do  any  thing  openly  for  Colonel  Burr,  as  his 
early  connection  with  that  terrible  person  had  been  one  of  the 
strong  points  made  agauist  him  during  the  canvass.  But  he 
did  grant  him  favors  indirectly  ;  he  gave  commissions  and 
minor  appointments  to  several  of  Burr's  friends  and  proteges, 
at  Burros  personal  request.  He  also  had  a  secret  interview 
with  Burr  in  Xew  York  when  he  made  his  firat  triumphal 
visit  to  the  metropolis.  At  a  later  date,  however,  the  general 
played  his  old  confederate  a  sorry  trick  —  as  shall  i>ow  be 
briefly  related. 

About  the  year  1828,  an  act  of  Congress  was  passed,  pro- 
viding for  the  relief  and  remuneration  of  certain  revolutionary 
soldiers.  Besides  having  received  no  pay  for  his  services  in 
the  Revolution,  Colonel  Burr  had  expended  considerable  sums 
in  aid  of  the  cause,  and,  in  fact,  through  his  connection  with 
the  army,  had  lost  the  greater  part  of  his  inheritance.  His  ac- 
counts had  never  been  settled.  Old  age  was  now  upon  him. 
He  had  a  revolutionary  pension  of  six  hundred  dollars  a  year, 
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and  two  annnities,  yielding  about  fifteen  hundred  more ;  bni 
with  his  habits  and  debts,  this  income  was  insufficient,  and  he 
had  a  dread  of  being  a  poor  old  mim.  He  therefore  prepared 
a  statement  of  his  expenditures  during  the  Revolution,  and 
made  a  claim,  under  the  new  act,  for  the  sum,  with  interest, 
the  amount  being  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Bi»- 
fore  proceeding,  he  submitted  his  case  to  two  or  three  of  the 
first  lawyers  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  who  pronounced 
his  claim  just,  and  within  the  provisions  of  the  act.  To  make 
assurance  doubly  sure,  he  intrusted  the  business  to  a  special 
agent,  a  gentleman  Mho  had  studied  law  in  his  office,  who 
spent  some  months  in  Washington  urging  the  claim.  From 
this  gentleman  I  obtained  the  story. 

The  papei*s  were  duly  presented  to  the  Secretary,  who  soon 
rejected  the  claim  on  the  ground  that  the  applicant  had  not 
served  to  the  end  of  the  war,  as  the  act  required.  Not  dis- 
heartened,  he  asked  time  to  show  that,  though  he  had  re- 
signed before  the  end  of  the  war,  yet  he  had  done  service,  at 
General  Washington's  request,  after  his  resic^nation,  and  had 
served  as  lonij  as  there  were  actual  hostilities  in  the  States 
where  his  regiment  was  stationed.  His  illness,  too,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  exertions  at  Monmouth,  had  alone  caused  his  res- 
ignation. New  evidence  was  obtained,  to  which  Hurr  added 
a  masterly  argument,  and  the  case  was  again  laid  before  the 
department,  ^^lles  adjudicature'^'*  was  the  prompt  reply  of  a 
new  Secretary.  The  agent  succeeded,  however,  in  inducing 
the  ofli(!ial  to  admit  further  argument,  and  the  case  reposed 
for  awhile  in  the  departmental  pigeon-holes. 

Burr  now  brought  his  peculiar  tactics  to  bear.  In  answer 
to  inquiries,  he  learned  that  the  Secretary  had  two  daughters, 
one  of  whom  was  sought  in  marriage  by  a  young  lawyer  who 
hold  an  appointment  in  one  of  the  government  offices.  Retain 
/////?,  wrote  Hurr,  and  offer  him  ten  thousand  dollars  to  get 
the  claim  allowed.  This  was  done.  The  case  havins:  now  a 
powerful  friend  at  court,  ma<le  evident  progress  in  the  Secre- 
tary's good  opinion,  and,  in  all  probability,  the  money  would 
have  been  ol>taine(l,  but  for  a  most  unlooked-for  occurrence. 
As  the  Secrcaary  entered  the  President's  room  at  the  White 
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House,  one  morning,  he  was  greeted  by  General  Jackson  with 
the  following  observations : 

"Mr. ,"  roared  the  general,  "I  understand  that  Colonel 

Burr  has  an  application  before  your  department.  Don't  have 
any  thing  to  do  with  it,  sir.     There's  rascality  in  it,  sir." 

Nothing  remained  for  the  luckless  agent  but  to  pay  his 
hotel  bill  and  go  home.  On  hearing  the  issue  of  the  business, 
Burr  expressed  no  resentment  whatever  against  the  general, 
attributing  his  interference  solely  to  the  supposed  necessities 
of  his  political  position.  Among  those  who  did  what  they 
could  to  promote  Colonel  Burr's  just  claim  on  this  occasion, 
were  members  of  the  celebrated  Biddle  family  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, whose  early  fortunes  he  had  taken  great  interest  in  ad- 
vancing. 

"Jackson,"  Colonel  Burr  would  say,  "possesses  all  the 
attributes  of  a  President  fit  to  rule  such  a  people.  He  is  a 
man  of  an  iron  will  —  a  will  of  pure  well-wrought  iron  —  no 
base  cast  metal." 

"Is  he  a  scholar?"  some  one  asked, 

"  It  is  not  necessary,"  replied  Burr,  "  for  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  be  a  scholar.  Andrew  Jackson  does  not 
rule  by  books ;  he  is  a  man  of  sound  sense,  and  rules  by  will." 

Jackson's  famous  oath,  "  By  the  Eternal,"  was  a  by-word  in 
Burr's  house  long  before  it  became  familiar  to  the  public.  He 
afterward  changed  it  to  "  By  General  Jackson,"  and  so  swore 
many  a  time ;  for,  with  all  his  good  temper,  he  needed,  and 
always  had  by  him,  a  convenient  expletive  or  two. 

A  cheerful,  active,  hale  old  man  was  Aaron  Burr ;  none 
more  so  ever  lived  on  this  crowded,  busv  island.  Younir  men, 
spinted  women,  new  books,  new  events,  new  inventions,  pleas- 
ant excursions,  and  rare  adventures,  he  enjoyed,  and  keenly 
enjoyed,  down  to  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  his  age.  Ho  loved 
an  open,  blazing  fire,  and  all  open,  bright,  pleasant  things,  and, 
in  all  companies,  was  the  animating  spirit. 

At  the  age  of  seventy-eight,  we  find  him  writing  as  follows 
to  his  partner  from  Albany  :  "  Arrived  this  evening  between 
tax  and  seven  o'clock,  having  heen  fbrh/ Jive  hours  in  the  stage 
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withont  intermission,  except  to  eat  a  hearty  meal.  Stages  in 
very  bad  order  —  roads  excellent  for  wheels  to  Peekskill,  and 
thence  very  good  sleighing  to  this  city.  The  night  was  un- 
comfortable ;  the  curtains  torn  and  flying  all  about,  so  that  we 
had  plenty  of  fresh  air.  The  term  was  closed  this  day.  Nel- 
son will  hold  the  special  court  to-morrow  morning  —  have  seen 
both  Wendell  and  O'Connor  this  evening — all  ready  —  came 
neither  fatigued  nor  sleepy." 

A  clipping  from  a  New  York  newspaper  of  some  years  ago 
gives  us  a  glimpse  of  the  polite  old  man,  as  he  looked  to  the 
large  eyes  of  an  imaginative  boy : 

"  Just  round  the  corner  (from  Broadway)  in  Reade-street  — 
we  believe  on  ground  now  occupied  by  Stewart's  —  was  the 
office,  for  many  of  the  later  years  of  his  life  tenanted  by 
Aaron  Burr.  We,  when  a  boy,  remember  seeing  him  there, 
oflen.  It  was  a  dark,  smoky,  obscure  sort  of  a  double-room, 
typical  of  his  fortunes.  Burr  had  entirely  lost  caste  for  thirty 
years  before  he  died.  And  whatever  may  be  said  of  his  char- 
acter and  conduct,  we  think  nothing  can  excuse  the  craven 
meanness  of  the  many,  who,  having  fawned  around  him  in  the 
days  of  his  elevation,  deserted  and  reviled  him  in  the  after- 
time  of  misfortunes.  Burr  had  much  of  the  bad  man  in  him 
(faith!  we'd  like  to  see  the  human  mold  that  has  not),  but  he 
was  dauntless,  intellectual,  and  possessed  the  warm  temper- 
ament of  an  artist. 

"  Yes,  we  remember  well  that  dry,  bent,  brown-faced  little 
old  man,  polite  as  Chesterfield  himself,  that  used  to  sit  by  .an 
ancient  baize  table,  in  the  half-lii2^ht  of  the  dust-covered  room 
there  —  not  often  with  work  to  do  —  indeed  he  crenerallv 
seemed  meditatim;.  We  can  now  understand  it  all,  thouo-h 
he  seemed  a  strange  personage  then.  What  thoughts  must 
have  burned  and  whirled  through  that  old  man's  brain  —  h(y 
who  came  within  a  vote  or  two  of  seatini?  himself  as  a  succes- 
sor  of  Washington  !  Even  to  our  boyish  judgment  then,  he 
was  invested  with  the  dignity  of  a  historic  theme.  He  had 
all  the  air  of  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school  —  was  respectful, 
self  possessed,  and  bland,  but  never  familiar.     lie  had  seen  a 
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hundred  men,  morally  as  unscrupulous  as  himself,  more  lucky, 
for  some  reason  or  other,  than  himself.  He  was  doion ;  he 
was  old.  He  awaited  his  fate  with  Spartan  calmness  —  know- 
ing that  not  a  tear  would  fall  when  he  should  be  put  under  the 
Bod." 

A  little  adventure  which  he  had  in  one  of  these  last  years  will 
serve  to  show  how  completely  he  retained  the  youthful  spring 
of  his  spirits  and  muscles  to  an  age  when  old  men  generally 
are  willing  prisoners  of  the  arm-chair  and  chimney-corner.  He 
was  still  living  at  Jersey  City  when  Fanny  Kenible  and  her 
father  played  their  tirst  engagement  in  New  York.  They 
created,  as  many  will  remember,  a  "  sensation,"  and  the  news- 
papers teemed  with  articles  laudatory  of  their  acting.  Burr, 
who  took  a  lively  interest  in  all  that  was  passing,  went  to  see 
them  perform  in  the  play  of  the  Hunchback,  accompanied  by 
a  young  gentleman,  a  student  of  law,  to  whom  I  am  indebted 
for  the  story.  At  that  period,  the  ferry-boats  8topj)ed  run- 
ning soon  after  dark,  and  Burr  engaged  some  boatman  to  be 
in  waiting  at  the  dock  to  row  them  back  to  Jersey  after  the 
play  was  over. 

The  theater  was  densely  crowded.  It  was  whispered  about 
that  Aaron  Burr  was  present,  and  he  was  soon  the  target  of  a 
thousand  eagerly  curious  eyes ;  but  no  one  saluted  the  man 
who  was  "  severed  from  the  human  race."  He  sat  out  the 
play,  admired  the  acting  of  Miss  Kemble,  remarking,  among 
other  things,  that  she  "  was  a  tine  animal."  Meanwhile  the 
weather  had  changed,  and  by  the  time  they  reached  their 
boat,  an  exceedingly  violent  storm  of  wind  and  rain  was 
raging,  and  it  was  very  dark.  The  waves  dashed  against 
the  wharf  in  a  manner  that  was  not  at  all  inviting  to  the 
younger  of  the  two  adventurers,  who  advised  Burr  not  to 
cross. 

"  Wliy  !"  exclaimed  the  old  gentleman,  as  he  sprang  lightly 
into  the  boat,  "  you  are  not  afraid  of  a  little  salt  water,  are 
you  ?  This  makes  an  adventure  of  it.  This  is  the  fun  of  the 
thing.     The  adventure  is  the  best  of  it  all." 

His  companion  embarked,  and  they  pushed  off.  The  waves 
broke  over  the  boat,  and  drenched  them  both  to  the  skin  in  the 
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first  five  minutes.  On  they  went,  against  wind,  waves,  and 
tide,  and,  after  an  hour's  hard  rowing.  Burr  all  the  while  in 
hilarious  spirits,  they  reached  the  shore. 

Such  a  tough,  merry,  indomitable  old  man  was  Aaron  Burr 
on  the  verge  of  fourscore  ! 


CHAPTER    XXXIV. 
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OxE  morning,  near  the  close  of  bis  life,  as  he  lay  upon  hia 
bed  prostrate  witli  paralysis,  a  lady  said  to  liiin  in  a  bantering 
way : 

"  Colonel,  I  wonder,  now,  if  you  ever  were  the  gay  Lotha- 
rio they  say  you  were  ?" 

The  old  man  turned  bis  eyes,  the  bister  of  which  was  un- 
diminished still,  toward  the  friend  who  made  the  remark,  and 
lifting  his  trembling  linger,  said  in  his  quiet,  impressive  whis- 
per, which  still  lingers  in  her  ears,  and  wbicli  brought  tears  to 
her  eyes,  twenty  years  aflor,  as  she  rei)eated  the  words: 

"They  say  !  thet/  say  !  they  say  !  Ah,  my  child,  how  long 
are  you  going  to  continue  to  use  those  dreadfid  words?  Those 
two  little  words  have  done  more  harm  than  all  others.  Never 
use  them,  my  dear.     Ktver  use  them  !" 

Wonderful,  past  all  imagining,  are  the  slanderer's  triumphs 
in  this  good  gossip-loving  world.  Where  is  the  D'Israeli  who 
will  glean  from  history  and  literature  such  a  startling  book-full 
of  the  Curiosities  and  Tragedies  of  Calunmy,  as  shall  teach 
US  all  never  more  to  believe  ill  of  one  another,  except  upon 
evidence  which  leaves  no  rational  i^round  for  doubt  —  a  book 
that  shall  deal  tlie  death-blow  to  that  fell  destroyer  of  reputa- 
tions, Thky  say  ? 

Almost  as  I  write,  this  para])raph  afloat  just  now  in  the 
newspapers,   catches  my  eye :   "  Wilberforee  relates  that  nt 
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one  time  he  found  himself  chronicled  as  *  St.  Wilberforce,'  in 
an  opposing  journal,  and  the  following  given  as  '  an  instance 
of  his  Pharisaism :'  '  He  was  lately  seen,'  says  the  journal, 
'  walking  up  and  down  in  the  Bath  Pump  Room,  reading  liis 
prayers,  like  his  predecessors  of  old,  who  prayed  in  the  comers 
of  the  streets,  to  be  seen  of  men.'  'As  there  is  generally,'  says 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  'some  slight  circumstance  which  pervene- 
ness  t\irns  into  a  charge  of  reproach,  I  began  to  reflect,  and 
soon  found  the  occasion  of  the  calumny.  It  was  this  —  I  was 
walking  in  the  Pump  Room,  in  conversation  with  a  friend  —  a 
passage  was  quoted  from  Horace,  the  accuracy  of  which  was 
questioned,  and  as  I  had  a  Horace  in  ray  pocket,  I  took  it  out 
and  read  the  words.  This  was  the  plain  '  bit  of  wire'  which 
factious  malignity  sharpened  into  a  pin  to  pierce  my  reputa- 
tion.' How  many  ugly  pma  have  been  manufactured  out  of 
even  smaller  bits  of  wire  than  even  that  ?" 

Ay,  indeed !  and  not  "  pins"  merely,  but  darts,  barbed  and 
poisoned,  that  torture,  rankle,  and  kill ! 

Hero,  ])crhaps,  as  conveniently  as  anywhere,  may  be  said 
the  little  that  must  be  said  respecting  the  gallantries  of  Colonel 
Burr ;  a  subject  difficult  to  treat  aright,  impossible  to  avoid. 
Notorious  in  his  life-time  for  his  amours,  and  made  doubly  in- 
famous since  his  death  by  the  statements  of  a  biographer, 
Aaron  Burr  is  now  universally  regaided  as  the  greatest  mon- 
ster of  licentiousness  that  ever  lived  in  the  United  States.  It 
is  no  wonder  that  he  is  so  regarded.  On  a  subject  so  inter- 
esting to  the  imagination  as  illicit  love,  people  always  exag- 
gornte.  And  writers  seem  to  think  that  the  iK)pular  way  of 
ticating  it  is  to  overstate  a  brother's  delin(piencies,  and  shed 
torrents  of  virtuous  indignation  over  them.  That  is  not  the 
course  which  is  going  to  be  pursued  on  the  present  occasion. 
As  I  have  ascertained  the  truth  resj)ecting  this  matter,  and  all 
the  truth,  the  truth  shall  be  told,  and  told  with  the  addition 
of  every  palliating  circumstance  that  fairly  belongs  to  it.  The 
task  of  throwing  stones  at  the  sinner  shall  be  left  to  those  who 
feel  themselves  to  be  without  sin. 

First,  shall  be  stated  what  if  ftot  t»*Te  respecting  Burr's  re- 
hitions  with  women.     Secondly,  »vliat  is  true. 
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Mr.  Matthew  L.  Davis,  to  whom  Colouel  Burr  lefl  his 
papers  and  correspondence,  and  the  care  of  his  fame,  prefaces 
his  work  with  a  statement  that  has,  for  twenty  years,  closed 
the  ears  of  his  countrymen  against  every  word  tliat  may  have 
been  uttered  in  Burr's  praise  or  vindication.  The  material 
part  of  that  statement  is  tlie  following  passage :  "  Among  the 
papers  left  in  my  possession  by  the  late  Colonel  Burr,  there  was 
&  mass  of  letters  and  copies  of  letters  written  or  received  by 
hira,  from  time  to  time,  during  a  long  life,  indicating  no  very 
strict  morality  in  some  of  his  female  correspondents.  These 
letters  contained  matter  that  would  have  wounded  the  feelings 
of  families  more  extensively  than  could  be  imagined.  Their 
publication  would  have  had  a  most  injurious  tendency,  and  cre- 
ated heart-burnings  that  nothing  but  time  could  have  cured. 
As  soon  as  they  came  under  my  control  I  mentioned  the  subject 
to  Colonel  Burr  ;  but  he  prohibited  the  destruction  of  any  part 
of  them  during  his  life-time.  I  separated  them,  however,  from 
other  letters  in  my  possession,  and  i)laced  them  in  a  situation 
that  made  their  publication  next  to  impossible,  whatever  might 
have  been  my  own  fate.  As  soon  as  Colonel  Burr's  decease 
was  known,  with  my  own  hands  I  committed  to  the  lire  all 
BQch  correspondence,  and  not  a  vestige  of  it  now  remains." 

The  impression  left  upon  a  reader's  mind  is,  that  Aaron 
Burr  was  indifferent  to  the  fate  of  such  letters;  a  eircnmslance 
which  would  suflice  to  danm  to  eternal  infamv  the  meinorv  of 
any  man.  But,  fortunately,  the  means  exist  of  proving  that 
Burr  expressly  provided  lor  their  destruction,  and  laid  iqyon 
JWr*  Davis  a  solemn  iNjunrthn  to  that  effect  ! 

Twice  in  his  life,  Aaron  Burr,  in  view  of  threatened  or  of 
approiiching  death,  made  his  will.  By  the  first  will,  dated  on 
the  eve  of  the  duel  with  Hamilton,  he  consigned  his  i)apers  to 
his  daughter's  care,  and,  in  his  farewell  letter  to  her,  gave  her 
a  special  charge  concerning  them.  He  told  her  to  "  burn  all 
snch  as,  if  by  accident  made  j)ublic,  would  injure  any  person. 
This,"  he  adds,  "  is  more  2)articftUtrlf/  applicable  to  the  letters 
of  my  female  correspondents,'*'*  In  1834,  when  he  was  seventy- 
nine  years  of  Jige,  he  made  another  will,  in  which  he  left  his 
papers  to  Matthew  L.  Davis,  to  be  used  according  to  his  dis- 
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cretion.  To  this  will,  a  few  months  before  his  death,  he  addc<1 
a  codicil  which  contains  the  following  words :  "  I  direct  that 
all  my  private  papers,  except  law  papers  appertaining  to  suits 
now  defending,  be  delivered  to  my  friend  Matthew  L.  DavL% 
£sq.,  to  be  disi)osed  of  at  his  discretion,  dirrctino  him^  never- 
theless^ to  destroy^  or  to  deliver  to  jx^rties  interested^  all  such 
as  may^  in  his  estimation^  he  calcidated  to  affect  ii^uriously 
t/te  feelings  of  individuals  against  whom  I  have  no  cont- 
plainty  Of  this  will  Mr.  Davis  was  an  executor.  How  he 
could  have  brought  himself  to  omit  all  mention  of  the  injunc- 
tions just  quoted,  and  to  assume  to  himself  alone  the  virtue  of 
destroying  the  papers,  is  something  inexplicable. 

His  statement  is  objectionable,  too,  from  its  indefinitenct^ 
He  speaks  of  "  a  mass  of  letters  and  copies  of  letters."  On 
a  subject  like  this,  to  be  vague  is  to  exaggerate.  How  easy 
to  have  given  the  dimensions  of  the  "  mass"  or  the  number  ot 
the  letters.  Every  one  knows  how  soon  an  ordinary  corre- 
spondence, if  all  the  letters  are  preserved,  presents  an  impos- 
ing "  mass"  of  spoiled  writing  paper.  And  it  is  to  be  further 
observed,  that  a  man  may  have  a  very  warm  correspondence 
with  a  lady,  may  make  and  receive  protestations  of  att.ich- 
ment,  without  incurring  or  intending  guilt.  Granting  that 
this  "  mass"  of  letters  was  of  mountainous  bulk,  it  is  still  no 
proof  of  a  corresponding  criminality. 

"  Xot  a  vestige  of  it  now  remains,"  adds  Mr.  Davis,  cx- 
j>licitly  and  positively.  That  this,  too,  is  an  error,  I  am  in  a 
position  to  prove.  After  the  work  of  Mr.  Davis  had  been 
j>ublishcMl  for  some  time,  he  not  only  had  a  packet  of  these 
letters  in  his  possession,  but  lent  them  to  an  acquaintance  to 
road.  The  acquaintance  referred  to  is  a  gentleman  emint^it 
in  character  and  in  station,  and  one  whose  word  it  would  he 
insulting  the  commmiity  which  honors  him  to  doubt.  He  ha-* 
himself  assured  me  of  the  facts.  Mv,  Davis  told  him  he  had 
ibund  this  j)acket  afler  the  solenm  burning  related  in  his  pref- 
ace, and,  tossing  it  upon  his  friend's  desk,  gave  him  pennis- 
sion  to  rea<l  the  letters.  His  friend  did  read  a  few  of  them. 
Some  of  the  letters  were  evidently  the  production  of  illiter- 
ate women;  but  some,  written  in  the  French  language^  were 


nia    RBLATIONS    WITH     WOMEN.  641 

extremely  elogant,  botli  in  composition  and  in  sentiment. 
Nothing  particular  is  recollected  of  tlieir  contents,  except 
that  llicy  appi'ared  to  be  lettei-s  of  gallaittry  —  as  well  tlicy 
migbt  seem  to  one  who  carelessly  looked  over  them  ivitli  a  pre- 
vious impression  that  tiiey  were  ancli.  Other  evidence  that 
the  letters  were  not  all  destroyed  op|)ortunely  reaches  mn. 
In  Harper's  Magaunc  for  Julj-,  1857,  the  iollowini;  story  dt- 
rived  from  tlie  recollections  of  tiie  late  Hon.  John  itarncy,  of 
Maryland,  is  repeated.  Besitles  Bliowi)i<;  that  the  lellei-s 
(one  of  them  at  least)  were  retained  and  «««</,  it  shows  the 
cmel  injury  which  Mr.  Davis's  preface  has  done  to  Col.  IJurr's 
memory : 

"  There  never,"  begins  the  story  in  Harper,  "  nas  a  srenter 
villain  tlian  Aaron  Burr  —  never !  What  is  written  of  him  — 
what  has  become  history  and  world  t.aik —  is  mithiiip  to  the 
unwritten,  untold  deeds  of  d.irkness  ihathc  was  over  perpetrat- 
ing. His  whole  life  was  intiigno.  Woman  was  his  sjKiil.  He 
lived  bolbro  the  world  as  an  aspirant  for  power :  in  social  life 
lie  lived  to  trinmpli  over  the  weakness  nf  the  se.v.  His  treach- 
ery. Ills  infiimons  exposure  of  confidential  letters  adilressed  to 
him  by  ladies  of  rank  and  fiishlon,  his  utter  liearllessness  nro 
now  well  known  ;  but  the  ehapters  of  his  love  aft'.ilr-i,  if  piil>- 
lisbed,  will  make  tire  most  extraordinary  revclatinns  that  liave 
ever  yet  appeared  in  connection  with  the  name  of  this  remark- 
able man, 

"The  late  honest,  but  poor  Matthew  L.  Davis,  his  executor, 
received  from  him,  while  livinL',  trunks  full  of  feminine  cor- 
respondence, by  which  Burr  sought  to  make  Davis's  forttino, 
but  which  were  peneronsly  returned,  without  fee  or  reward, 
to  the  grateful  recipients. 

"Lobbying  —  now  an  anomaly — was  then  in  full  force. 
Several  important  bills  had  passed  the  New  York  Leirisla- 
ture,  .and  pome  wei-e  so  unehurilal>le  as  to  intimate  that  ini- 
pioper  influences  had  lieeii  resorted  to.  Davis  wa-:  accused  of 
being  engaged  in  bringing  about  a  sneccssfid  result. 

"A  lady  of  rank  and  fashion  condescended — and  ladies 
rarely  condescend  to  mingle  in  any  thing  out  of  their  a|>pro- 
priato  sphere,  the  limits  of  the  domestic  circle  —  to  say  hard 
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tilings  of  Davis ;  she  went  so  far  as  to  intimate  she  conld 
calmly  look  on  and  see  him  hung.  Davis  went  to  her  door, 
rang  the  bell,  sent  up  his  name,  and  was  promptly  answered 
she  was  not,  and  never  would  be  at  home  to  Mr.  Davis. 

u  4  pi-ay  ask  her  if  she  has  heard  from  her  Imsband  at  Ni- 
aijara  ?' 

"  He  was  forthwith  invited  up  stairs.  The  lady  entered  in 
trepidation  and  alarm, 

"  *  Has  any  calamity  happened  to  my  beloved  hasband  ?• 
said  she. 

"  '  This  will  explain  all,'  said  Davis,  handing  her  a  letter  ia 
her  own  chirography,  addressed  to  Colonel  Aaron  Burr. 

"  *  Good  heavens,  sir !'  said  she ;  *  for  what  purpose  is  this 
letter  destined  to  remain  in  your  possession  ?' 

"  '  Madam,  to  be  disposed  of  by  you,  at  your  own  discre- 
tion,' was  the  reply. 

"  '  My  kind  friend,'  exclaimed  she,  '  how  can  I  ever  repay 
such  an  act  of  unparalleled  magnanimity  ?  I,  who  have 
8])okon  so  unkindly,  so  unjustly,  of  so  noble  a  friend  !' 

"  '  Ever  afterward,'  said  Davis,  '  she  almost  broke  her  neck 
in  exten<liiig  her  head  out  of  the  carriage  window  to  greet 
me  as  she  ]);issetl.'  " 

The  lady  had  reason  to  be  alarmed,  though  her  letter  might 
have  been  innocent,  for,  owing  to  calumnies  and  exagsjera- 
tions,  circulating  micontradioted  for  half  a  century.  Burr's 
reputation  at  length  was  such  as  to  cast  a  shade  of  susj>icion 
over  every  woman  who  had  ever  been  acquainted  with  him  I 

P'ui  ther.  Burr's  surviving  friends,  connections,  and  near  ac- 
quaintances, however  they  may  differ  in  minor  particulars,  all 
agree  in  asserting  these  two  things:  first,  that  Burr  «e?vT 
com|)romised  a  woman's  name,  nor  s|)oke  lightly  of  a  woman's 
virtue,  nor  bojisted  of,  nor  ruentioned  any  favoi*s  he  may  have 
received  from  a  woman  ;  secondly,  that  of  all  the  men  they 
have  ever  known,  he  was  the  man  least  capable  of  such  unut- 
terable meanness  !  No  particulars  of  any  affair  of  gallantry 
in  which  he  may  have  been  engaged  could  ever  bo  extract*id 
fr<mi  him.     He  never  talked  of  them. 

"  Tell  me,  colonel,"  said  a  young  friend  to  him  a  year  or 
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two  before  his  death,  "  tell  me  some  of  your  pretty  love  ad- 
ventures." 

A  smile  stole  over  his  face  (for  the  old  man  had  a  strange 
liking  to  be  accused  of  such  things)  as  he  said,  shaking  hb  old 
head : 

"  No,  no  ;  I  never  kiss  and  tell." 

This  was  his  way,  when  asked  such  questions. 

Another  little  scene  has  been  reported  to  me  to  illustrate 
his  manner  on  such  occasions.  He  was  lying  on  a  couch.  A 
friend  who  was  arranging  his  table  said  to  him  suddenly. 

"  Ah !  colonel,  what  is  this  ?  Here  is  a  love-lock." 

He  looked  at  it,  smiled  and  nodded,  took  it  into  his  hands 
and  smoothed  it  with  his  fingers,  but  said  nothing. 

"  Whose  hair  is  that,  colonel  ?"  asked  the  friend. 

Still  fondling  it  with  his  fingers  he  said,  smiling,  as  though 
his  recollections  of  the  head  from  which  he  may  have  cut  it, 
were  very  pleasant. 

"  It  is  very  pretty  hair." 

"  I  see  it  is,"  said  the  curious  lady,  "  but  whose  hair  is  it  ?" 

"  It  is  a  lady's  hair,"  he  replied. 

"I  perceive  that,"  said  she,  with  humorous  pertinacity,  "but 
I  want  to  know  whose  hair  it  is." 

"  Undoubtedly,"  said  he,  with  some  gravity. 

"But,  colonel,"  she  continued,  "I  have  really  a  strong  de- 
sire to  know  whose  hair  that  was." 

"  I  see  you  have,"  was  all  the  reply  sl)e  could  extract  from 
him. 

She  still  persisting,  he  at  length  made  a  rej)ly  in  such  a  tone 
and  manner  as  to  preclude  all  continuance  of  the  conversation, 
though  he  sjmke  with  the  utmost  gentleness. 

"  Madame,"  said  he,  "  it  was  a  lady  who  was  once  under 
ray  protection  ;  and  a  woman  who  has  ever  been  hi  these  arms 
18  fijicred  to  me  forever." 

And  yet  further.  Before  Mr.  Davis  received  any  of  Burr's 
lettei*s  or  papers,  they  were  carefully  examined  by  two  ]>er- 
sons,  one  of  them  a  male  relative  of  Colonel  Burr's,  and  the 
other  a  lady  who  had  an  especial  and  honorable  motive  for  ex- 
aminuig  every  one  of  them  —  particularly  those  addressed  to 
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and  received  from  women.  One  of  these  persons  still  lives; 
her  positive  and  circumstantial  testimony,  added  to  that  al- 
ready given,  enables  me  to  assert,  what  I  now  do  assert,  that 
Mr.  Davis  was  utterly  mistaken  as  to  the  character  of  die  letters 
to  which  he  alludes.  ITc  received  no  letters  necessarily  crim- 
inating ladies  !  There  are  persons  to  whom  every  act  of 
crallant  attention  looks  like  an  invitation  to  love.  Tlicy  can 
not  conceive  of  affection  between  the  sexes  free  from  passion. 
They  know  very  well  what  turn  they  would  give  to  such  at- 
tachments, if  they  possessed  the  power  to  charm  and  win  the 
fair,  and  it  is  but  natural  they  should  misinterpret  the  gallant- 
ries of  others.  One  of  the  very  reasons  given  by  Mr.  Davis 
why  he  was  the  man  to  be  intrusted  with  delicate  correspond- 
ence was,  that  his  own  life  being  notoriously  incoirect,  he 
could  not  judge  harshly  another's  sins.  And  in  the  act  of 
making  this  avowal,  he  committed,  in  the  most  flagrant  man- 
ner, the  very  offense  with  which  bis  preface  charges  Colonel 
Burr.   These  are  facts.    It  seems  fit  that  they  should  be  stated. 

As  illustrating  Burr's  manner  toward  women,  I  will  here 
insert  a  single  letter  taken  from  the  "mass"  of  his  papers,  h*'- 
fore  they  fell  under  the  scrutiny  of  Mr.  Davis.  I  am  assured 
that  it  is  a  fair  specimen.  Written  in  his  seventy-fourth  year, 
in  the  neatest,  daintiest  hand,  as  legible  as  print,  without  a 
blur  or  erasure,  and  couched  in  the  language  of  elegnnt  com- 
pliment which  gentlemen  used  in  that  day  whenever  they 
addressed  ladies,  it  is  a  perfect  thing  of  its  kind.  It  was  Ad- 
dresse<l  to  a  young  lady,  and  explains  itself: 

"  I  have  this  day  heard  with  concern  and  astonishment  that 
a  trifling  note,  written  some  days  ago,  has  been  the  cause  of 
very  serious  displeasure  —  it  was  hastily  written,  never  cDpied, 
perhajKS  not  even  perused,  and  the  particular  terms  of  it  are 
not  recollected.  If*  however,  it  contains  any  other  sentiments 
than  those  of  respect  and  attachment,  they  are  foreign  to  my 
heart. 

"That  ixreat  affection  which  I  bore  vour  father  had  been 
transferred  to  his  child  —  to  you  I  fear  the  greater  portion  — 
yet  I  had  known  you  only  as  a  child  —  a  child  indeed  of  great 
promise  —  and  I  was  impatient  to  sec  you  as  a  woman.     I  did 
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nee  you.  The  tone  and  cadence  of  your  voice,  your  language, 
every  movement,  every  expression,  denoted  a  superiority 
which  charmed  me.  I  was  overjoyed  to  find  my  friend  so 
faithfully  represented  in  liis  daughter.  I  wished  to  testify  my 
satisfaction,  and  having  frequently  called  without  seeing  you, 
the  object  of  the  note  was  to  express  my  admiration,  which  ap- 
peared to  me  a  tribute  of  simple  justice,  and  to  tender  my 
services  to  escort  you  —  to  walk —  to  view  the  town,  its  im- 
provements and  curiosities  —  in  short,  to  put  myself  at  your 
orders.  It  was  done  openly  —  this  alone  should  have  exoner- 
ated me  from  the  suspicion  of  improper  views.  It  was  pre- 
sumed that  it  would,  and  intended  that  it  should,  be  read  by 
the  family,  and  I  amused  myself  with  imagining  how  much 
they  would  be  pleased  to  see  that,  in  the  midst  of  so  many 
vexatious  and  distressing  circumstances,  I  could  for  a  moment 
assume  the  air  of  playfuhiess  and  gayety.  I  had  fancjied,  too, 
that  you  might  be  the  subject  of  some  little  raillery,  as  having 
excited  this  spark  of  momentary  animation. 

"It  is  highly  probable  that  this  note  may  have  been  writ- 
ten in  a  style  of  familiarity  not  warranted,  I  acknowledge,  by 
any  personal  acquaintance,  but  permitted,  I  thought,  or  rather 
felt,  for  I  thought  not,  by  my  friendsliip  with  your  father. 
But  this,  perhaps,  was  an  error,  for  you  could  have  no  sym- 
pathy with  that  sentiment,  nor  knowledge  of  it,  but  by  cold 
tradition.  Yet,  if  you  can  call  to  mind  how  you  have  ever 
felt  in  meeting  the  child  of  a  very  dear  departed  friend,  you 
will  cease  to  censure  my  presumption. 

"  But  whatever  may  have  been  the  levity  of  the  note,  I  may 
at  least  claim  the  privilege  of  age.  At  my  time  of  life,  one 
may  trifle,  if  not  with  impunity,  certainly  without  exciting 
alarm,  and  it  would  imply,  in  me,  a  profound  ignorance  of  the 
world  to  mistake  you  for  an  object  of  gallantry,  and  a  most 
ridiculous  vanity  to  presume  that  I  could  be  a  fit  pretender 
to  favor. 

"  A  note  written  with  impressions  so  harmless,  and,  if  my 
opinion  had  been  of  any  value,  I  would  have  said,  so  flattering, 
must  have  been  construed  with  more  than  monastic  rigor  to 
have  received  so  unkind  a  sentence.     I  hope  and  believe  that 
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at  some  future  period  you  will  recollect  it  with  less  severity,  and 
that  you  will  then  acknowledge  without  a  blush  and  without 
a  frown,  the  ]>urity  and  the  delicacy  of  that  attachment  which 
you  now  so  harshly  repel. 

"  P.  S. — Having  read  this,  I  am  not  satisfied  with  it,  nor  do 
I  know  how  better  to  apologize  —  but  I  am  unhappy  nnder 
your  displeasure.  If  you  be  not  altogether  inexorable,  I 
would  ask,  as  an  evidence  of  your  forgiveness,  a  surrender  of 
the  oiFensive  note." 

The  letter  produced  its  designed  effect.  The  lady,  in  spite 
of  the  remonstrances  of  those  who  surrounded  her,  would 
know  her  father's  friend.  She  lives  to  declare  that  from  Col- 
onel Burr  she  received  only  the  most  delicate  attentions  and 
friendly  offices.  Having  imbibed  his  ideas  of  the  value  of 
public  opinion,  being  now,  an  honored  wife  and  mother,  and 
these  events  being  known  to  none  living  beyond  her  own 
circle,  she  has  no  motive  tor  concealment,  and  is  incapable  of 
misrepresentation. 

Among  the  letters  which  Mr.  Davis  received,  there  were 
enough  to  fill  a  volume  which  proved  Burr's  boundless  gener- 
osity to  women.  There  is,  at  this  moment,  in  this  city,  a 
flourishing  seminary,  which  has  grown  out  of  a  small  school 
which  was  started  for  two  young  ladies  by  him.  He  was  so 
straitened  at  the  time  that,  to  procure  the  money  necessary 
for  the  pmcluuse  of  the  desks  and  chairs,  he  was  obliged  to 
pawn  his  watch  and  sotk.  The  recipients  of  his  bounty  not 
unfrcquently  cherished  an  ardent  attachment  for  his  person, 
which  they  expressed  in  glowing  letters.  Soon  after  he  re- 
turned from  Eur()j)e,  a  lady  who  had  known  and  loved  him  in 
better  days,  wrote  him  a  long  history  of  her  fortunes  during 
his  abvSeiice.  I  will  give  the  conclusicm  of  this  letter  merely 
to  show  the  maimer  in  which  a  virtuous  woman  could  write 
to  Iwm.  She  had  been  soliciting  his  aid  for  a  relative,  and 
thus  proceeds : 

"  When  I  consider  the  miscreants  that  your  goodness  has 
rais«Ml,  your  bounty  fed,  I  think  it  im])ossible  that  the  power, 
which  I  am  sure  you  would  so  joyl'ully  exert,  should  be  with- 
held of  raising  to  distinction  one  so  deserving.     Those  de- 
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lightfiil  hours  of  soul-felt  intercourse  might  then  n<]:ain  return, 
when,  unbending  from  the  severe  duties  of  society,  I  was  the 
soft  green  of  the  soul  on  which  you  loved  to  repose ;  and  if^ 
by  enjoying,  I  can  impart  happiness  so  exquisite,  my  heart, 
my  disposition,  my  feelings,  my  jilFoctions  are  still  the  same ; 
glowing  with  the  same  warmth,  animated  with  the  same  ar- 
dor. 

*'Had  I  been  the  wife  of  a  prince  or  a  king,  I  should  have 
flown  to  you  as  soon  as  your  arrival  was  announced,  hongre 
roalgre  the  royal  permission.  But  you  will  readily  conceive 
how  much  I  am  the  soul  of  this  establishment.  So  much  so 
am  I,  that  though  the  city  lays  before  me  as  if  it  was  painted 
on  a  map,  I  am  oflen  several  months  without  going  to  it,  and 
am  very  seldom  absent  an  hour.  In  August  I  shall  give  a 
abort  vacation,  and  will  tiy  anywhere  to  meet  you,  though 
even  for  a  moment. 

*'  You  must  expert,  my  dear  friend,  to  see  me  somewhat 
changed.  Not  the  morale — that  is  unalterable  ;  but  iha  phy^ 
sique  has  acquire*!  a  great  accession  of  enibonj)oint,  which, 
owing  to  my  height,  distributes  itself  pretty  well,  so  that  the 
proportions  are  not  lost,  but  the  scale  considerably  enlarged. 
But  this,  at  the  first  interview,  you  will  not  perceive,  nor  any 
thing  but  a  devoted  creature  irradiated  with  joy.  O,  I  knew 
this  hour  would  come.  During  your  absence  it  was  strongly 
impressed  on  my  mind.  In  my  dreams  I  have  beheld  you 
looking  benignantly  at  me ;  and  something  whisj)ered  to  my 
heart  that  at  length  the  hour,  with  leeling  fraught,  would  be 
given  me ;  that  again  in  your  presence  I  should  feel  that  un- 
mixed delight  which  from  you  only  I  have  received  —  the 
happiness  attending  the  most  pure,  most  ardent,  most  exalted 
friendship." 

When  such  letters  as  these  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  certain 
description  of  men,  they  receive  but  one  interpretation. 

Other  passages  of  Mr.  Davis's  work  require  brief  examina- 
tion. '*  Major  Burr,"  he  says,  "  while  yet  in  college,  had  ac- 
quired a  reputation  for  gallantry.  On  this  ])oint  lie  w:is  ex- 
cessively vain,  and  regardless  of  all  those  ties  which  ought  to 
control  an  honorable  mind.     In  his  intercoui*se  with  females 
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lie  was  an  unprincipled  flatterer,  ever  prepared  to  take  advan 
tage  of  their  weakness,  their  credulity,  or  their  confidcnco. 
She  that  confided  in  hiin  was  lost."  And  again  :  "It  is  truly 
surprising  how  any  individual  could  have  become  so  eminent 
as  a  soldier,  as  a  statesman,  and  as  a  professional  man,  who 
devoted  so  much  of  his  time  to  the  other  sex  as  was  devoted 
by  Colonel  Burr.  For  more  than  half  a  century  of  his  life  they 
seemed  to  absorb  his  whole  thoughts.  Uis  intrigues  were 
without  number.  His  conduct  most  licentious.  The  sacred 
bonds  of  friendship  were  unhesitatingly  violated  when  they 
operated  as  barrioi*s  to  the  indulgence  of  his  passions."  "  In 
this  particular,  Burr  appears  to  have  been  unfeeling  and 
heartless.  And  yet,  by  a  fascinating  power,  almost  peculiar 
to  himself,  he  so  managed  as  to  retain  the  aflection,  in  some 
instances,  the  devotion,  of  his  deluded  victims.  In  every 
other  respect,  he  was  kind  and  charitable.  Xo  man  would  go 
further  to  alleviate  the  sufferinjjcs  of  another.  Xo  man  was 
more  benevolent.  No  man  would  make  greater  sacrifices  to 
promote  the  interest  or  the  happiness  of  a  friend." 

One  needs  to  be  very  slightly  acquainted  with  the  habits  of 
Aaron  Burr  to  know  tliat  the  above  must  be,  at  least,  a  pro- 
digious exaggeration.  Not  a  line  of  this  volume  would  ever 
have  been  written  if  I  had  not  been  perfectly  convinced  that 
it  is  much  more  than  an  exa itineration.  Aaron  liurr  was  the 
busiest  man,  perhaps,  that  ever  lived.  No  lawyer  ever  pre- 
pared his  cases  witli  more  untiring  jussiduity,  and  few  lawyers 
liave  had  more  cases  to  |)repare.  He  was  a  man  who,  no  mat- 
ter what  assistance  he  had,  saw  to  every  thing  himself.  His 
affairs  were  always  large  an<i  complicated  ;  and  his  devotion 
to  them  was  the  woniler  of  his  friends.  That  such  a  man,  so 
occupied,  shouhl  have  even  stnncd  to  devote  his  whole  mind, 
for  fifty  years,  to  the  pursuit  of  the  fair  sex,  is  incredible  ;  and 
the  more  so  as  the  scent;  of  his  exploits  w:is  liere  in  the  United 
States,  where  women,  as  well  from  i)rinciple  as  from  possessing 
the  intelligence  to  calculate  the  conse<|uences  o^  violating  it, 
are  the  most  virtuous  in  the  world.  It  is  ai^reed  amoni'  Burr's 
surviving  friends  and  relatives,  most  of  whom  knew  him  bet- 
ter than  Mr.  Davis,  that  the  passages  quoted  above  convey 
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ideas  ludicrously  at  variance  with  the  truth.  That  he  was,  at 
all  periods  of  his  life,  what  we  now  call  a  moral  man,  no  one 
asserts.  But  that  he  was  any  thing  like  the  all-consuming, 
the  continuous,  the  insatiable  destroyer,  which  he  has  been 
represented,  all  unite  in  declaring,  is  manifestly  and  certainly 
untrue.  Not  less  exaijGferated  were  John  Adams's  statements 
respecting  Alexander  Hamilton,  when  he  speaks  of  his  "  pros- 
titutions of  power  for  the  purposes  of  sensual  gratiHcation  ;"  of 
his  **  debaucheries  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia ;"  of  "  his 
audacious  and  unblushing  attempts  upon  ladies  of  the  highest 
rank  and  purest  virtue ;"  of  "  the  indignation  with  which  ho 
has  been  spurned ;"  and  of  "  the  inquietude  he  has  given  to 
the  first  families."  John  Adams,  an  honest  man,  lived  in  in- 
timacy with  Hamilton  for  several  years ;  yet  few  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  believe  the  above  assertions  to  be  monstrous  exaggei*- 
ations. 

In  those  days,  we  should  remember,  gallantry  was  a  prac- 
tice expected  of  a  Man  of  the  World.  There  was  going  on 
everywhere  in  Christendom  a  breaking  away  from  the  severe 
creeds  and  strict  morality  of  the  ancient  church  ;  one  of  the 
surest,  and  one  of  the  first  results  of  which  was,  and  is,  li- 
cense with  regard  to  women.  The  young  man  delivered  from 
the  restraints  of  his  youth,  and  from  the  latent,  always  oper- 
ating terrors  of  religion,  eagerly  hastened  to  gratify  a  long  ac- 
cumulated curiosity,  and  to  give  ])ro()f  of  his  emancipation. 
With  the  zeal  of  a  new  convert,  an<l  the  keen  appetite  of 
young  desire,  he  j)ursued  forbidden  pleasure,  and  ,bo:isted  of 
more  triumphs  than  he  won.  Mr.  Lewes,  in  his  Life  of 
Goethe,  writing  of  this  ])eriod,  says : 

Those  were  the  days  of  gallantry  ;  the  days  of 


i( 
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Puffa,  paints,  aiid  patches,  powders,  billot-doux.  * 


The  laxity  of  the  German  morals  dilfered  only  from  the 
more  audacious  licentiousness  of  France  in  having  sentiment- 
alism  in  lieu  of  ijavetv  and  liixuriousness  for  its  basis.  Tiio 
heart  of  a  French  marquise  was  lost  over  a  supper  table 
sparkling  with  champaigne   and  bon  mots  ;  the    heart  of  a 
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German  Grafin  yielded  more  readily  to  moonlight  melancholy 
and  a  copy  of  verscH.  Wit  and  audacity  were  the  batteries 
for  a  French  woman ;  the  German  was  stormed  with  sonnets 
and  a  threat  of  suicide.  For  the  one,  Lothario  needed 
sprightliness  and  hon  ton  ^  for  the  other,  turbulent  disgust 
at  all  social  arrangements,  expressed  in  interjeetional  rhet- 
oric, and  a  deportment  outrageous  to  all  conventions.  It  is 
needless  to  add  that  marriage  was,  to  a  great  extent,  wliat 
Sophie  Arnauld,  with  terrible  wit,  called  '  the  sacrament  of 
adultery ;'  and  that  on  the  subject  of  the  sexes,  the  whole 
tone  of  feeling  was  low.  Poor,  simple,  earnest  Schiller,  whom 
no  one  will  accuse  of  laxity,  admired  the  JAaaous  DangereitseSy 
and  saw  no  reason  why  women  should  not  read  it ;  although, 
to  our  nge,  the  infamy  of  that  book  is  so  great  as  to  stamp  a 
brand  upon  the  society  which  produced  and  applauded  it. 
Yet  even  Schiller,  who  admired  this  book,  was  astounded  at 
the  condition  of  women  at  Weimar.  'There  Is  hardly  one  of 
them,'  he  writes  to  Korner,  *  who  has  not  had  a  liason.  They 
are  all  coquettes..  One  may  very  easily  fall  into  an  "  aftair  of 
tlie  heart,'*  though  it  will  not  Uist  any  time.'  It  was  thought, 
apj)arently,  that  since  Eros  had  wings,  ho  must  use  them  and 
liv." 

A  state  of  things  like  this,  it  need  not  be  said,  has  hnd  no 
parallel  in  the  United  States.  The  brilliant  skepticism  of  that 
age  not  only  made  no  great  progress  among  the  people,  but 
never  pervaded  the  society  of  the  country  so  far  as  to  give 
the  ruling  t»one  to  it.  The  society  of  America  has  been  moral 
from  the  beginning.  It  is  nevertheless  true  that  among  the 
wits,  the  more  spirited  young  men  of  the  colleges,  the  tine 
'  gentlemen  who  had  traveled  in  Europe,  the  men  of  books  and 
experiments,  the  more  decided  revolutionists  and  republicans, 
it  was  the  fashion  to  admire  Voltaire,  and  to  avow  the  narrow 
skepticism  of  Paine.  The  young  scholar-soldiers  of  the  Kevo- 
lution  generally  imbibed  it;  and,  demoralized  by  a  camp  life, 
as  camp-Iil'e  then  was,  many  of  them  became  licentious  in 
conduct.  I>nt  even  in  this  extreme  liberal  party,  there  w:i3 
never  more  than  an  approach,  half  affected^  half  real,  to  the 
immorality  of  continental  Europe.     Gallantry   was,    indeed, 


rZ^     .M.     ■  1  rzs 


UIS    BELATIOXS     WITH     WOMBK.  G61 

nuch  in  voguo  with  all  parties.  But  morality  was,  also,  the 
'ule  iu  all. 

Aaron  Burr,  then,  was  a  man  of  gallantry.  He  was  not  a 
lebauchee ;  not  a  corrupter  of  virgin  innocence ;  not  a  de- 
poiler  of  honest  households  ;  not  a  betrayer  of  tender  confi- 
lences.  He  was  a  man  of  gallantry.  It  is  beyond  question 
hat,  in  the  course  of  his  long  life,  he  had  many  intrigues  with 
vomen,  some  of  which  (not  many,  there  is  good  reason  to 
lelieve)  were  carried  to  the  point  of  criminality.  The  grosser 
brms  of  licentiousness  he  utterly  abhorred  ;  such  as  the  se- 
luction  of  innocence,  the  keeping  of  mistresses,  the  wallowing 
n  the  woi*se  than  beastliness  of  prostitution.  Not  every  wo- 
nan  could  attract  him.  He  was  the  most  delicate  and  fastid- 
ous  of  men.  A  woman  of  wit,  vivacity,  and  grace,  whether 
Mfautiful  or  not,  whether  an  inhabitant  of  a  mansion  or  a  cot- 
age,  was  the  creature  who  alone,  and  who  always,  could  cap- 
ivate  him.  He  was,  as  it  were,  a  man  of  gallantry  by  nature, 
ivery  thing  appertaining  to  the  sex  was  peculiarly  interesting 
o  liiin.  He  dotted  on  a  neatly  turned  billet-doux.  He  thought 
jighly  of  the  minds  of  women  ;  he  ])rized  their  writings.  The 
ational  part  of  the  opinions  now  advocated  by  the  Woman's 
lights  Conventions,  were  his  opinions  fifty  years  before  those 
]Jon  vent  ions  betran  their  useful  and  needed  work.  His  beau- 
iful  j)icture  of  Mary  Wolstoncroft*  (by  Opie)  he  preserved 
hrough  all  the  vicissitudes  of  his  life,  and  gave  it  away  on  his 
leath-bed  to  his  last  and  best  friend,  in  whose  j)ossession  it 
till  remains. 

It  was  impossible  that  he  should  have  been  addicted  to  gross 
ensual  indulgencies.  A  man  who  is  gross  in  one  appetite,  is 
generally  gross  in  all.  A  man  who,  like  Burr,  is  temperate  in 
tating  and  drinking  to  the  degree  of  abstemiousness,  may  not 
)e  strictly  chaste,  but  he  can  not  be  a  debauchee.  A  man  who 
etains  to  the  age  of  seventy-nine  the  vigor  of  manhood  and 
he  liveliness  of  a  boy,  can  not,  at  any  period  of  his  life,  have 
igregiously  violated  the  laws  of  his  being. 

All  accounts,  written  and  verbal,  agree  in  this,  that  he  pos- 
essed  an  unetpialcd  power  of  charming  the  ladies  of  his  day. 
•  Autlior  of  a  Vindication  of  tlio  Rights  of  Woman. 
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His  maimer  toward  them  soft,  courteous,  and  winning,  had 

also  the  i)i?culiarity  of  stimulating  them  to  dis2)hiy  their  pow- 
ers and  tlieir  charms  to  the  best  advantage.  Witty  women 
were  wittiest  when  talking  to  him,  and  they  had  a  flattering 
consciousness  of  the  fact.  He  had  the  art  of  approacliing  a  lady 
so,  that,  whatever  gift  or  grace  she  most  valued  herself  upon 
possessing,  was  called  into  agreeable  exercise;  and  she  fell 
that  she  was  shining.  His  handsome  face,  too,  his  wonderfully 
brilliant  black  eyes,  his  extremely  elegant  ligure,  the  careful 
correctness  of  liis  costuille,  the  graceful  loftiness  of  his  de- 
meanor, his  absolute  seli-possession,  his  reputation  for  bravery 
and  address,  his  unequaled  readiness  in  complimentary  repar- 
tee—  all,  of  course,  contributed  to  render  him  irresistible  id 
the  drawing-room  —  as  the  drawing-room  then  was. 

And  not  in  the  drawing-room  only.  A  foreign  lady  of  dis- 
tinction, with  whom  ho  was  very  intimate,  told  me  tliat  she 
never  saw  such  an  exhibition  of  graceful  motion  and  ddicate 
politeness  in  a  man,  as  when,  one  evening  in  his  office,  he  roast- 
ed some  clams  by  his  office  tire,  and  presented  them  to  hei;,  one 
by  oiu',  on  the  shell.  There  was  a  cry  of  clams  in  the  street, 
and  the  ladv  havini^  remarked  that,  as  lonix  as  she  had  been  in 
America,  she  had  never  tasted  those  national  shell-frsh.  Burr 
sent  out  for  some,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  his  offiee  boy, 
roasted  and  served  them  with  enchanting  grace.  The  samo 
lady  informs  me  there  were  two  things  Colonel  Burr  could  do 
bitter  than  any  man  in  the  world  —  bow  out  an  t)bnoxious 
visitor,  and  hand  a  lady  to  her  cDrringe.  "1  feel  still,'"*  said 
slie,  ''tlie  soft  toueh  of  his  little  hand  in  mine,  as  he  yUded 
across  the  pavement." 

To  his  own  vanity  Burr  owed  much  of  his  reputation  for 
enormous  licentiousness.  3Ieu  who  have  unusual  power  to 
please  ladies,  have  usually  the  fuible  to  be  extremely  prouti  of 
it.  Byron  was  always  bonstingof  his  easy  triumphs.  Pierre- 
pont  Edwards,  it  is  saitl,  was  so  vain  upon  this  point,  th.it 
when  nn  justly  charged  with  the  parentage  of  a  child,  he  could 
not  find  it  ^n  his  heart  to  deny  the  soil  impeaehment,  and 
would  pay  the  sum  demanded  rather  than  lose  the  eonjpliment. 
And  Burr,  who  was  prone  to  invest  his  innocent  actions  with 
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mystoiy,  often,  I  am  sure,  assnniod  the  air  of  a  man  who  has 
a  "  little  French  girl"  behind  a  book-case,  when  there  was 
nothing  but  cobwebs  there.  He  never  would  refuse  to  accept 
the  parentage  of  a  child. 

"Why  dc  you  allow  this  woman  to  saddle  you  with  her 
ehild,  when  you  know  you  are  not  the  father  of  it  ?'*  said  a 
a  friend  to  him,  a  few  months  before  his  death. 

"  Sir,'''  he  replied,  "  when  a  lady  docs  me  the  lionor  to  name 
me  the  father  of  her  child,  I  trust  I  shall  always  be  too  gallant 
to  show  myself  ungrateful  for  the  favor  !" 

That  very  child,  of  which  it  was  physically  impossible  he 
should  have  l)een  the  fatlujr,  he  claims  in  his  will  as  his  own 
and  leaves  it  a  legacy.  At  this  day  we  can  not  understand, 
nor  allow  for,  such  a  foible  as  this.  Hut  observe — neither 
Edwards  nor  Burr  was  ever  known,  in  a  single  instance,  so  to 
vaunt  their  prowess  as  to  compromise,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
the  character  of  any  w^oman.  On  that  point  my  informants 
are  explicit  and  unanimous. 

His  life-long  habit  of  adopting  and  edu(\ating  children, 
also,  tended  to  increase  his  reputation  for  criminal  gallantry. 
Seven  persons  in  ten  have  no  notion  of  the  educational  instinct 
which  yearns  to  develop  a  natural  gift  or  a  noble  character. 
"Why,"  asked  the  world,  "does  he  keep  that  girl  at  scho(»l, 
or  send  that  bov  to  coUesre?"  "Thevare  his  own  children, 
of  coiirse,"  answers  Scandal  with  smiling  selt-righteousness, 
nothing  doubting.  TIutc  was  a  period  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  when  he  contributed  to  thesujijiort  often  women.  In 
the  most  positive  manner,  by  four  individuals  eai^h  of  whom 
Stood  nearer  to  Burr  than  Mr.  Davis  ever  did,  and  one  <>f 
whom  had  peculiar  means  of  knowing,  I  am  assured,  that 
not  one  of  these  women  had  ever  borne  to  him  the  relation 
which  the  chaiitofcle  world  would  inter  from  the  fact  of  his 
giving  them  mSS^.  "If,"  said  on(?  of  these  gentlemen  t(»  me, 
"Burr  /////^^  been  a  man  of  gros<  nppetite,  h(»  might  easily  have 
been  the  jxn^ateM  debauchee  ti:at  ever  existed/' 

Nevertheless,  in  the  mind  of  the  moralist,  Wwrr  must  stand 
condemned.  r»ecause  his  errors  have  been  more  overstnted 
than  those  of  any  other  man,  he  must  not  be  exonerated  from 
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the  guilt  of  those  which  he  did  commit.  He  was  guilty  to- 
ward women  —  /le,  who  should  have  inaugurated  the  new 
morality,  the  morality  which  is  to  convince  mankind  tliat 
liberality  of  opinion  is  not  incompatible  with  rigorous,  with 
ideal  virtue ! 

How  can  we  deplore  enough  the  licentiousness  of  that  age ! 
It  put  back  the  emancipation  of  the  human  intellect  for  a 
hundred  years !  Superstition,  this  day,  is  living  upon  the  vices 
of  that  brilliant,  wicked  period.  How  puzzled  the  wits  and 
philosophers  of  the  last  century  used  to  be,  that  their  opinions 
made  so  little  way  with  the  average  intellect  of  the  people. 
As  clear  as  the  sun  in  the  heavens  seemed  to  them  the  truth 
of  their  system.  They  had  on  their  side  a  majority  of  the 
brightest  spirits  of  the  time.  Hume,  Gibbon,  Fox,  Franklin, 
Jefterson,  were  great  men  in  their  day;  and  though  dead  they 
yet  speak  with  a  voice  potential.  Yet  the  ideas  of  wliich 
these  men  were  the  antaijonists  still  rule  the  world.  Doubt- 
less,  it  is  because  license  in  conduct  has  so  often  accompanied 
liberality  of  thought;  because  the  steady  virtue  wliich  pro- 
cures tranquillity  of  life  and  safe  prosperity  was  chiefly  to  be 
found  among  those  whom  philosophers  pitied  as  the  "  victims 
of  superstition."  Virtue  is  the  power  of  this  world.  As  long 
as  the  servant-girl  strict  at  mass  and  confession  is,  as  a  general 
rule,  a  better  servant  and  woman  than  one  who  is  not,  the 
Pope  is  safe  on  his  throne.  Tlie  opinions  that  triumph  at  last 
are  those  which  pro<luce  noble  characters,  high  morality,  well- 
ordered  lives. 

A  few  anecdotes  illustrative  of  Burr's  relations  with  women 
may  Hnd  place  here,  and  close  the  chapter. 

As  an  histance  of  his  readiness,  the  following  has  been  re- 
lated. Soon  aller  his  return  from  Europe,  he  met  in  Broad- 
way a  maiden  lady  somewhat  advanced  iu^e,  whom  he  ha*! 
not  seen  for  many  years.  He  was  passini^(|Fwithout  reeog 
nition,  when  she  sai<l, 

"  C\)lonel,  do  you  not  recollect  me  ?'' 

"  I  do  not,  madame,''  was  his  reply. 

"I  am  Miss  K.,  sir,"  said  she. 

"  What !"  he  exclaimed,  "  Miss  K.  yetf^^ 
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"Yes,  sir,"  replied  the  lady,  a  little  offended,  "Miss  K. 
yctr 

Perceiving  the  error  he  had  committed,  he  gently  took  her 
hand  and,  said,  in  his  bland,  emphatic  manner,  "  Well,  mad- 
ame,  then  I  venture  to  assert  that  it  is  not  the  fault  of  my 
sex !" 

Returning  one  day,  in  about  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age, 
from  a  professional  visit  to  Orange  county,  New  York,  he  re- 
lated, with  evident  delight,  an  adventure  which  he  had  had 
during  his  absence.  I  have  the  story  from  the  lady  to  whom 
he  told  it  first. 

It  was  one  of  the  "  cold  Fridays"  of  tradition,  when  the  in- 
cident occurred.  So  cold  was  it  that  few  living  creatures 
could  long  support  life  exposed  to  the  blast.  Tlie  snow  lay 
deep  on  the  ground  ;  the  roads  were  imperfectly  broken ;  the 
air  was  filled  with  particles  of  snow  blown  about  by  the  wind. 
Colonel  Burr  had  a  ride  of  twenty  miles  before  him  that  day, 
to  attend  a  court  which  met  on  the  day  following.  He  had  a 
companion  with  him,  his  partner  in  the  law,  a  gentleman  forty 
years  his  junior,  who,  after  trying  in  vain  to  persuade  him  not 
to  attempt  the  journey,  refused,  point  blank,  to  accompany 
him.  Burr  consulted  his  man,  and  finding  him  willing  to  go, 
ordered  round  his  sleigh,  they  set  off  about  the  middle  of 
the  day.  As  night  drew  on  the  roads  became  worse,  and  the 
cold  increased  to  such  a  degree  that  to  keep  the  blood  in  mo- 
tion required  laborious  exertion.  As  the  wind  swept  down 
from  the  mountains,  even  the  horse  shrunk  from  facing  it,  and 
g«ave  signs  of  yielding  to  the  cold.  For  himself  Burr  had  no 
fears ;  no  weather  could  subdue  him  ;  but  his  driver  began 
to  occasion  him  constant  anxiety,  as  the  drowsiness  premoni- 
tory of  the  torpor  that  precedes  freezing  was  coming  over 
him.  Findiiiflg^^  the  drowsiness  increased,  he  resolved  at 
last  to  stop  al^^^exl  house  they  came  to.  They  were  now 
in  a  thinly-settled  country,  which  Burr  had  not  seen  since  rev- 
olutionary times,  when  he  had  been  much  in  the  neighborhood 
with  his  remment.  About  nine  o'clock  the  liffht  of  a  little 
cottage  came  in  sight ;  to  the  door  of  which  Burr's  summons 
brought  an  old  lady,  who  proved  to  be  its  only  inhabitant. 
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"  Is  there  hospitality  here  ?"  asked  Burr ;  "  we  are  nearly 

dead  with  cold." 

"  Come  in,"  was  the  old  lady's  prompt  reply,  "  you  are  wel- 
come to  the  best  I  have." 

In  a  few  minutes  he  had  his  half-frozen  servant  by  the  side 
of  a  blazing  fire,  and  his  horse  in  the  stable.  While  they  were 
getting  warm,  the  hostess  prepared  supper,  to  which,  in  due 
time,  they  were  invited.  Restored  then  to  the  use  of  his  fac- 
ulties. Burr  looked  about  him  and  observed  that,  though 
every  thing  in  the  room  was  of  an  unpretending  and  inex- 
pensive character,  yet  all  was  clean  and  nicely  arranged.  The 
only  ornamental  object  was  a  plaster  bust  standing  upon  a  lit- 
tle shelf.  He  had  casually  noticed  this  on  entering  the  room, 
and  looking  now  to  ascertain  which  of  the  national  favorites  it 
was  whom  the  old  lady  had  selected  to  adorn  her  abode,  he 
was  astonished  to  discover  that  it  was  a  bust  of  himself! 
Twenty  years  b(*f<)re,  this  would  have  been  no  unusual  circum- 
stance ;  but  rare  indeed  was  it  then  for  him  to  be  thus  re- 
minded of  his  former  condition.  More  to  amuse  his  servant 
than  for  any  other  reason,  he  said,  as  the  old  lady  was  putting 
awav  her  dishes : 

''  Wliat !  have  you  got  that  vile  traitor  here  ?" 

The  woman  paused  in  her  work  as  he  uttered  these  words. 
Her  manner  cliani^ed  in  a  moment.  Puttinij  down  some 
platers  which  she  Iiad  in  her  hand,  she  walked  slowly  up  to  the 
tire  where  he  was  sitting,  and  standing  before  him,  said  with 
int(Misf  emphasis : 

'^  Sir,  I  have  taken  you  in,  to-night,  and  have  done  the  best 
I  couhl  for  you :  but  if  you  say  another  word  against  Aaron 
Burr,  rU  put  you  and  your  man  out  where  you  came  from 
quicker  than  you  came  in." 

He  a})ologized,  and,  after  a  time,  succ^H^  in  regaining 
her  good  will.  He  did  not  tell  her  who  Ira^Hf  nor  couhl  ho 
recollect  her.  He  suj>posed  that  he  must  have  known  her  in 
early  life,  wIumi,  :is  tiie  vouu'jjest  colonel  in  the  armv,  and  the 
protector  of  that  county,  he  must  have  been  a  brilliant  figure 
in  the  imagination  of  a  country  girl. 

Tciu  years  later,  on  one  of  the  last  journeys  he  over  made^ 
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ho  fonnd  liimscif  in  tlio  neighborhood  of  Foit  Lop,  on  tho 
Iludsoti,  a  few  miles  above  New  York.  Belbro  the  door  of  a 
faiin-house,  he  saw  a  very  old  woman  knitting,  and  Htnoking 
a  pipe,  whom  he  thouglit  he  rccosrnized  as  one  of  his  rovohi- 
tionary  auqiiaintanccf).  Reciollecting  tho  incident  just  related, 
he  entered  into  convei-sation  with  her, 

"  Did  you  know,"  said  he,  "  one  Major  Buit,  or  Aaron  Biiit, 
in  the  rcvohitionaiy  war,  iiereaboiits  ?" 

"  What !"  said  the  old  woman,  "  the  Aaron  Bwrr  tliat  after- 
ward heeamc  such  a  gfoat  mun  ?  and  a  bad  man,  too,  ihny 
Buy:  tried  to  ovortnrn  the  government,  they  tell  me," 

"  Yes,"  replied  Burr,  "  that's  the  man  I  mean." 

"  O,  yes,"  said  she,  with  a  bi'igliteiiiiig  liict',  "  I  remember 
him  trcfl .'" 

"Do  you  tliink  you  should  know  him  again  ?"  Burr  askin]. 

"  It's  a  long  time  ago,"  she  replied,  musing  ;  ami  then,  as  a 
Hmilo  broke  over  her  face,  sho  added,  "  but  I  think  I  should 
know  bis  black  eyes," 

"  Well,"  said  ho,  "  I  am  the  very  person." 

She  looked  at  him  intently.  "  1  o«  are  JMajor  Burr  ?"  she 
exclaimed. 

"  I  am,  indeed,"  he  said. 

She  saw  that  it  was  indeed  the  Majoi-  Burr  of  her  youth 
who  stood  belbre  her;  c!ian<ied  as  he  w. as, his  black  eyes  were 
OS  bright  as  they  were  then,  SJie  dropped  her  knitting  and 
her  pil>e,  rose  to  her  fet't,  threw  her  arms  aromid  his  nei'k, 
and  hugged  him  long  and  close.  She  had  not  seen  hlni  for 
si.Uy  years,  but,  through  ail  that  long  period  slie  bad  eherished 
tho  recollection  of  bis  valor,  courtesy,  and  tenderness.  They 
aat  down,  wide  by  side,  these  two  relics  of  a  former  .T,re,  and 
talked  of  the  ..Ideii  time.     She  had  nnich  lo  tell  him  <.f  ilio 
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the  entertaining  of  the  late  Major  and  Mrs.  Pophara  at  his 
house  in  Albany.  They  were,  indeed,  married  at  his  house, 
and  received  from  him  important  services.  They  were  among 
those  who  never  turned  their  backs  upon  him  in  the  day  of 
his  misfoi'tunes,  though  some  years  bad  now  elapsed  since  they 
had  seen  him.  Returning  to  New  York  from  White  Plains, 
in  one  of  the  late  years  of  his  life,  Colonel  Burr  visited  his 
old  friends  at  their  country  seat.  "The  meeting  between 
Mi*s.  Popham  and  Burr,"  says  my  informant,  "  was  refined  and 
touching  in  the  extreme,  and  their  whole  intercourse  was 
marked  by  the  high-bred  courtesy  of  the  revolutionary  period. 
No  had  man  could  ever  excite  the  feeling  he  did  in  the  minds 
of  such  women,  much  less  retain  their  friendship  for  half  a 
century." 

A  lady  said  to  Burr  one  day  in  his  office, 

"  Come,  colonel,  no  more  mystery ;  tell  me  now  what  yoa 
really  meant  to  do  in  Mexico." 

He  was  not  to  be  caught.  "  Oh,"  said  he,  in  his  light, 
pleasant  manner,  "  I'd  have  made  it  a  heaven  for  women  ;  and 
if  you  had  then  been  alone,  you  should  have  been  there  to 
enjoy  it." 

He  had  a  great  abhorrence  of  criminal  intimacies  with  hon- 
est poor  girls.  A  member  cf  his  own  household  was  once 
seen  to  take  a  liberty  with  the  person  of  a  servant  girl  in  his 
own  house.  It  came  to  his  ears.  lie  expressed  the  strongest 
possible  disgust.  "A  man,"  said  ho,  "who  will  so  much  as 
look  with  lustlul  eyes  upon  a  servant  is  no  gentleman  ;  an<l  if 
he  docs  it  in  the  house  of  a  frieiul,  he  dishonors  that  house 
and  insults  that  friend." 

Talking  one  day  with  a  very  intimate  friend,  respect iuix  his 
own  affairs  of  gallantry,  ho  utl(M*ed  these  words :  ''  I  never 
had  an  amour  in  my  life  in  >vhich  I  was  JM^jiet  half  way. 
I  would  be  the  last  man  on  earth  to  make  si^^^pvances  where 
they  were  not  welcome.  Nor  did  I  ever  do,  or  say,  or  write 
anv  thinor  which  threw  a  cloud  over  a  woman's  name."  This 
was  not  said  in  the  way  of  exculpation,  for  he  never  uttered  a 
syllable  of  that  nature.  It  was  a  casual  remark,  arising  nat- 
urally from  the  conversation. 
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On  another  occasion,  a  few  weeks  before  his  death,  in  the 
course  of  a  similar  conversation,  he  said,  ^^  Seduction  is  a  crime 
like  no  other.  No  woman  can  lay  her  ruin  at  my  door.  If  I 
had  a  son,  and  he  were  to  bring  dishonor  upon  a  family  by 
ruining  a  daughter,  I  would  shoot  him  as  I  would  a  dog !" 


CHAPTER    XXXV. 


HIS    SECOND    MARRIAGE. 


Orioik  and  II18TOET  OF  Stkphkn  Jcmrl — Madame  Jumkl's  Visit  to  Bukk — Coukt* 
8nip  AND  Marriage —  Bceu  Misuses  uer  Money — Their  Separation. 

Briefly  must  tliis  singular  tale  be  told.  Singular  it  is  in 
the  literal  sense  of  the  word  ;  neither  in  history  or  in  fiction 
can  its  parallel  be  found. 

Stephen  Jumel,  one  of  those  efficient,  invincible  Frenchmen, 
who  redeem  the  character  of  their  nation,  emigrated  at  an 
early  age  to  St.  Domingo,  where  he  worked  his  way  to  the 
ow^nership  of  a  share  in  a  coffee  plantation.  Warned  by  a 
faithful  slave,  he  escaped  from  his  house  on  the  eve  of  the 
great  massacre,  and  saw,  from  a  woo<l  to  which  he  had  fli-d, 
his  buildings  burned  and  his  plantation  laid  waste.  For  many 
days,  fed  by  his  negro  frien<l,  he  wandered  up  and  down  the 
lonely  sea-shore,  signaling  every  ship  th:»t  j^assed  the  island. 
At  length,  a  boat  j)ut  olf  from  a  vessel  aiul  took  him  on  board. 
At  St.  Helena,  the  iirst  port  made  by  the  ship,  he  stoj)ped,  and 
engaging  at  once  in  some  little  speculations,  gained  some  money 
which  he  si)ent  in  procuring  a))assageto  New  York.  To  that 
city  he  iiad  sent  from  St.  Domingo,  a  (piantity  of  colVee,  tiie 
j)roceeds  of  which  he  found  awaiting  his  orders  on  arriving. 
Provided  tinis  with  a  small  capital,  he  embarked  in  iratle,  pros- 
j)ered,  became  the  owner  of  a  dozen  shi])S,  controjletl  the  mar- 
ket for  some  descriptions  of  goods,*  and  retir«dabt>ut  the  year 

♦Grant  Thorlmrn  says: — ''Stephen  Jiiino],  .1  Frrnrhman.  was  anionp  «»ur 
oarlr  'iiuTcIiant  princes.'  One  morning',  about  10  o'rloelv,  in  the  year  160t», 
tlii-s  Kenll.'inan,  in  eoinpany  with  "WiUinin  Dayanl.  Ilannon  Leroy.  Areliih.i.-l 
Gracio,  (Jcni-ral  Clarksou,  an«l  some  do/.en  otlnTs,  was  reailin>;  an-.l  ilis^-n^^i:'^ 
the  news  just  arri veil  horn  Liverpool,  in  tlic  oxiraonhnary  i-hurt  pas^e.-^- -H* 
avvcTi,  wteln!     The  matter  mostlv  cuucerncd  Nai^OLLO.n  TiUi  l''li;6r  and  the  i»,it- 
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1812  with  whtit  was  then  considered  a  great  fortune.  A  man 
of  sense,  he  had  married  a  daughter  of  New  England,  a  wo- 
man as  remarkable  for  energy  and  talent  as  himself. 

After  Napoleon's  downfall  and  the  pacification  of  Europe, 
the  family  went  to  Paris,  where  they  resided  in  sjijlendor  for 
many  years,  and  where  Madame  Jumel,  by  her  wit  and  tact, 
achieved  a  distinguished  position  in  the  court  society  of  the 
place.     Of  the  court  itself  she  was  a  favored  frequenter. 

In  the  year  1822,  M.  Jumel  lost  a  considerable  part  of  his 
fortune,  and  madame  returned  alone  to  New  York,  bringing 
with  her  a  prodigious  quantity  of  grand  furniture  and  paint- 
ings. Retiring  to  a  seat  in  the  upper  part  of  Manhattan 
Island,  which  she  possessed  in  her  own  right,  she  began  with 
native  energy  the  task  of  restoring  her  husband's  broken  for- 
tunes. She  cultivated  her  farm  ;  she  looked  vigilantly  to  the 
remains  of  the  estate;  she  economized.  In  1828,  when  M. 
Jumel  returned  to  the  United  States,  thev  were  not  as  rich 
as  in  former  days,  but  their  estate  was  ample  for  all  rational 
purposes  and  eiyoyments.  In  1832,  M.  Jumel,  a  man  of  mag- 
nificent proportions,  very  handsonio,  and  perfectly  preserved 
(a  great  waltzer  at  seventy),  was  thrown  from  a  wagon  and 
fatally  injured.  lie  died  in  a  few  days.  Madame  was  then 
little  past  ber  prime. 

#  There  was  talk  of  cholera  in  the  city.  Madame  Jumel  re- 
solved u})on  taking  a  carriage  tour  in  the  cour.try.  Before 
setting  gut,  she  wished  to  take  legal  advice  respecting  some 

» 

tie  of  Wagmm.  While  thus  engaged,  a  carmairs  horse  backed  liis  cart  into 
tho  Whitehall  slip,  at  the  head  of  whicli  they  were  grouped  tog«^ther.  The 
cart  was  got  out,  but  the  horse  was  drowned,  and  every  one  began  pitying  the 
poor  carman's  ill  luck.  Jumel  in>tantly  arose,  and  i)laeing  a  ten  dollar  bill 
iKJtweeu  hi.*^  thumb  and  lingers,  and  holding  it  alot>,  wliile  it  fluttered  in  tho 
breeze,  and  with  his  hat  in  th'»  other  hand  ho  walked  through  tho  h-ngth  and 
breadth  of  th.»  ctoisi  exclaiming,  *iIow  much  you  pity  tlie  iv>or  man?  1 
pity  hira  ton  dolhirs.  How  much  you  pity  him  ?'  By  tliia  ingenious  and  no- 
ble coHjy-iTttaf,  he  eolloetiH],  in  a  few  moments,  al.>ove  sevinty  dollars,  which 
lie  gave  over  at  onoo  to  the  unfortunate  and  fortunate  eannan.  (This  is  tlio 
origin.nl  story  —  thrre  have  been  many  imitaHons  of  it  since ;  biit  the  vka  of 
*  pitying  a  man'  so  much  money,  originated  with  my  old  acquauitauco  Ju- 
mel')" 
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real  estate,  and  as  Colonel  Bun-'s  reputation  in  that  depart- 
ment was  preeminent,  to  his  office  in  Reade-street  she  drove. 
In  other  days  he  had  known  her  well,  and  though  many  an 
eventful  year  had  passed  since  he  had  seen  her,  he  recognized 
her  at  ont^.  He  received  her  in  his  courtliest  manner^  com- 
plimented her  with  admirable  tact,  listened  with  soft  deference 
to  her  statement.  He  was  th^  ideal  man  of  business  —  confi- 
dential, self-possessed,  polite  —  giving  his  client  the  flattering 
impression  that  the  faculties  of  his  whole  soul  were  concen- 
trated upon  the  affair  in  hand.  She  was  charmed,  yet  feared 
him.  He  took  the  papers,  named  the  day  when  his  opinion 
would  be  ready,  and  handed  her  to  her  carnage  with  winning 
grace.  At  seventy-eight  years  of  age,  he  was  still  straight, 
active,  agile,  fascinating. 

On  the  appointed  day  she  sent  to  his  office  a  relative,  a  stu- 
dent of  law,  to  receive  his  opinion.  This  young  gentleman^ 
timid  and  inexperienced,  had  an  immense  opinion  of  Burr's 
talents  ;  had  heard  all  good  and  all  evil  of  him  ;  supposed  him 
to  bo,  :it  least,  the  acutest  of  possible  mciii.  He  went.  Burr 
beliaved  to  him  in  a  manner  so  exquisitely  pleasing,  that,  to 
tliis  hour,  he  has  the  liveliest  recollection  of  the  scene.  No 
topic  was  introduced  but  such  as  were  familiar  and  interesting 
to  young  men.  His  manners  were  such  as  this  age  of  slangy 
familiarity  can  not  so  much  as  imagine.  The  young  gentle- 
man went  home  to  Madame  Juuiel  only  to  extol  and  glorify 
liim. 

Madame  and  her  party  began  their  journey,  revisiting 
Bnllston,  wliither,  in  former  times,  she  had  been  wont  to  go 
in  a  chariot  drawn  by  eight  horses;  visiting  Saratoga,  then 
in  tl»e  begiimiug  of  its  celebrity,  where,  in  exactly  ten  minutes 
after  her  arrival,  the  decisive  lady  bought  a  house  and  all  it 
contained,  lieturninjx  to  New  York  to  find  tiiat  iier  mansion 
had  been  desj)()iled  by  robbers  in  her  absenctf,  she  lived  for  a 
while  in  the  city.  Colonel  Burr  called  upon  the  young  gen- 
tleman who  had  been  nmdame's  messenger,  and,  after  their 
acquaintance  had  ripened,  said  to  him,  '^  Come  into  my  ollice; 
I  can  teach  you  more  in  a  year  than  you  can  learn  in  ten,  in  an 
ordinary  way."     The  proposition  being  submitted  to  Madame 


UIS     SBCOND     MARRIAGE.  663 

Jume],  she,  anxious  for  the  young  man's  advancement,  gladly 
and  gratefully  consented,  lie  entered  the  office.  Burr  kept 
him  close  at  his  books.  He  did  teach  him  more  in  a  year  than 
he  could  have  learned  in  ten  in  an  ordinary  way.  Burr  lived 
tlien  in  Jersey  City.  His  office  (23  Nassau -street)  swarmed 
with  applicants  for  aid,  and  he  seemed  now  to  have  quite  lost 
the  power  of  refusing.  In  no  other  respects,  bodily  or  men- 
tal, did  he  exhibit  signs  of  decrepitude. 

Some  months  passed  on  without  his  again  meeting  Madame 
Jumel.  At  the  suggestion  ot*  the  student,  who  felt  exceed- 
ingly grateful  to  Burr  for  the  solicitude  with  wliich  he  assisted 
his  studies,  Madame  Jumel  invited  Colonel  Burr  to  diimer. 
It  was  a  grand  banquet,  at  which  he  displayed  all  the  charms 
of  his  manner,  and  shone  to  conspicuous  advantage.  On 
handing  to  dinner  the  giver  of  the  feast,  lie  said  :  "  I  give 
you  my  hand,  madame ;  my  heart  has  long  been  yours." 
This  was  supposed  to  be  merely  a  compliment,  and  was  little 
remarked  at  the  time.  Colonel  Burr  called  upon  the  lady ; 
called  frequently  ;  became  ever  warmer  in  his  attentions ;  pro- 
posed, at  length,  and  was  refused.  He  still  i)lied  liis  suit,  how- 
ever, and  obtained  at  last,  not  the  lady's  consent,  but  an 
vndecided  iVo.  Improving  his  advantage  on  the  instant,  he 
said,  in  a  jocular  manner,  that  he  should  bring  out  a  clergy- 
man to  Fort  Washin<Tton  on  a  certain  dav,  and  there  Ik 
would  once  more  solicit  her  hand. 

He  was  as  good  as  his  word.  At  the  time  ai)pointed,  he 
drove  out  in  his  gig  to  the  lady's  country  residence,  accom- 
panied by  Dr.  Bogart,  the  very  clergyman  who,  just  iifty 
years  beft>re,  had  married  him  to  the  mother  of  his  Tlieodo- 
sia.  The  lady  was  embarrassed,  and  still  refused.  l:>ut  then 
the  scandal !  And,  after  all,  why  not  ?  Her  estate  needed  a 
vigilant  guardian,  and  the  old  house  was  lonely.  After  much 
hesitation,  she  at  length  consented  to  be  dressed,  and  to  re- 
ceive her  visitors.  And  she  was  married.  The  ceremony  was 
witnessed  only  by  the  members  of  Madame  JumePs  family, 
and  by  the  eiujht  servants  of  the  household,  who  peered 
eagerly  in  at  the  doors  and  windows.  The  ceremony  over, 
Mrs.  Burr  ordered  supper.     Some  bins  of  M.  Jumel's  wine 
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cellar,  tliat  had  not  been  opened  for  half  a  century,  were  Ijud 
nnder  contribution.  The  little  party  was  a  very  merry  one. 
The  parson,  in  particular,  it  is  remembered,  was  in  the  highet^t 
spirits,  overflowing  with  humor  and  anecdote.  Except  for 
Colonel  Burr's  great  age  (which  was  not  apparent),  the  match 
seemed  not  an  unwise  one.  The  lurking  fear  he  had  had  of 
being  a  poor  and  homeless  old  man  was  put  to  rest.  She  had 
a  companion  who  had  been  ever  agreeable,  and  her  estate  a 
steward  than  whom  no  one  living  was  supposed  to  be  more 
competent. 

As  a  remarkable  circumstance  connected  with  this  marnage, 
it  may  be  just  mentioned  that  there  was  a  woman  in  New 
York  who  had  aspired  to  the  hand  of  Colonel  Burr,  and  who, 
when  she  heard  of  his  union  with  another,  wrung  her  hands 
and  shed  tears  I  A  feeling  of  that  nature  can  seldom,  since 
the  creation  of  man,  have  been  excited  by  the  marriage  of  a 
man  on  the  verge  of  fourscore. 

A  few  days  alter  the  wedding,  the  "happy  pair"  paid  a  visit 
to  Connecticut,  of  which  Slate  a  nephew  ot*  Colonel  Burr's 
was  then  governor.  Thev  were  received  with  attention.  At 
Hartford,  Burr  advised  his  wife  to  sell  out  her  shares  in  the 
bridge  over  the  Connecticut  at  thrit  place,  and  invest  the 
proceeds  in  real  estate.  She  ordered  them  sold.  The  stock 
was  in  demand,  and  the  shares  brouglit  several  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  purchasers  olTored  to  pay  her  the  money,  but  she 
said,  "No;  pay  it  to  my  husband."  To  him,  accordingly,  it 
was  i)ai<l,  and  he  had  it  sewed  up  in  his  pocket,  a  prodigious 
bulk,  and  brought  it  to  New  York,  and  deposited  it  in  his 
own  bank,  to  his  own  credit. 

Texas  was  then  bemnniuG:  to  attract  the  tide  of  emijxration 
which,  a  i\i\w  years  later,  set  so  strongly  thither.  T>urr  had 
always  taken  a  great  interest  in  that  country.  Persons  with 
whom  he  had  been  variouslv  connected  in  life  had  a  scheme 
on  foot  for  settlinjx  a  lartife  colonv  of  Germans  on  a  tnict  of 
land  in  Texas.  A  brig  had  been  chartered,  and  the  project 
was  in  a  state  of  f.)rwardness,  when  the  possession  of  a  sum 
of  money  enabkMl  Burr  to  buy  shares  in  the  enterprise.  The 
greater  part  of  the  money  which  he  had  brought  from  Iluit^ 
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ford  was  invested  in  this  way.  It  proved  a  total  loss.  The 
time  had  not  yet  come  for  emigration  to  Texas.  Tlie  Ger- 
mans became  discouraged  and  separated,  and.  to  complete  the 
failure  of  the  scheme,  the  title  of  the  lands  in  the  confusion 
of  the  times,  proved  defective.  Meanwhile  madame,  who  v^^as 
a  remarkably  thrifty  woman,  with  a  talent  for  the  management 
of  property,  wondered  that  her  husband  made  no  allusion  to 
the  subject  of  the  investment ;  for  the  Texas  speculation  had 
not  been  mentioned  to  her.  She  caused  him  to  be  questioned 
on  the  subject.  He  begged  to  intimate  to  the  lady's  messen- 
ger that  it  was  no  affair  of  her's,  and  requested  him  to  remind 
the  lady  that  she  now  had  a  husband  to  manage  her  affairs, 
and  one  who  would  manage  them. 

Coolness  between  the  husband  and  wife  was  the  result  of 
this  colloquy.  Then  came  remonstrances.  Then  estrange- 
ment. Burr  got  into  the  habit  of  remaining  at  his  office  in 
the  city.  Then,  partial  reconciliation.  Full  of  schemes  and 
speculations  to  the  last,  without  retaining  any  of  his  former 
ability  to  operate  successfully,  he  lost  more  money,  and  more, 
and  more.  The  patience  of  the  lady  was  exhausted.  She 
filed  a  complaint  accusing  him  of  infidelity/ ^  and  j)raying  that 
he  might  have  no  more  control  or  authority  over  her  affairs. 
The  accusation  is  now  known  to  have  been  groundless ;  nor, 
indeed,  at  the  time  was  it  seriouslv  believed.  It  was  used 
merely  as  the  most  convenient  legal  mode  of  depriving  him 
of  control  over  her  property.  At  first,  he  answered  the  com- 
plaint vigorously,  but  afterward,  he  allowed  it  to  go  by  detault 
and  proceedings  were  carried  no  further.  A  few  short  weeks 
of  happiness,  followed  by  a  few  months  of  alternate  estrange- 
ment and  reconciliation,  and  this  union,  that  begun  not  inaus- 
j»iciously,  was,  in  effect,  though  never  in  law,  dissolved.  What 
is  strangest  of  all  is,  that  the  lady,  though  she  never  saw  her 
Imsband  during  the  last  two  years  of  his  life,  cherished  no  ill- 
will  toward  him,  and  shed  tears  at  his  de.ith.  To  this  hour, 
Madame  Jumel  thinks  and  speaks  of  him  with  kindness,  at- 
tributing what  was  wrons:  or  unwise  in  his  conduct  to  the 
infirmities  of  age. 
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Men  of  seventy-eight  have  been  married  before  and  since. 
Bat,  probably,  never  has  there  been  another  instance  of  a 
man  of  that  age,  winning  a  lady  of  fortune  and  distinction, 
grieving  another  by  his  marriage,  and  exciting  suspicions  of 
hicontinencc  against  himself  by  his  attentions  to  a  third  1 


CHAPTER  XXXYl. 

HIS    LAST    YEARS    AND    HOURS. 

Btkickkt  with  Paraltsw  —  fins  Last  axd  Best  Frhexd  —  AjntCDOTBS  or  ITb 
SicKyneis  —  Dying  Declaratiox  Respectino  IIis  Kxpkpitiox — Intxevirws 
wrm  A  Clekotham  —  II la  Last  Moments  —  Funeral  —  Monument. 

OxE  raoniing,  about  the  close  of  the  year  1833,  wliile  Col- 
nel  Burr,  in  company  with  a  friend,  was  passing  the  old  City 
Hotel,  in  the  lower  j)art  of  Broadway,  his  step  suddenly  fal- 
tered, he  leaned  heavily  upon  his  friend's  arm,  and  was  soon 
compelled  to  come  to  a  halt. 

"  What  is  the  matter,  colonel?"  asked  his  friend. 

"I  don't  know,"  was  his  reply;  "  something  seems  to  be 
the  matter  with  my  walking ;  I  can't  step ;  there 's  no  feeling 
nor  strength  in  this  leg." 

He  was  assisted  to  the  wall  of  the  hotel,  where  he  leaned 
for  a  few  moments,  hoping  the  strange  affection  would  pass 
off.  As  it  grew  no  better,  a  carriage  was  called ;  ho  was 
driven  to  his  office  in  Nassau-street,  and  a  doctor  was  sum- 
moned, who  pronounced  the  disease  paralysis.  Prostrate  and 
helpless  was  the  active  man  at  last.  His  wife,  with  whom  ho 
had  not  lived  for  some  time,  forgot  the  losses  she  had  suffered 
through  his  indiscretion,  when  she  heard  that  he  was  sick,  an<i 
went  to  see  him.  " Come Aome,"  sai<i  she;  ''here  you  can 
have  no  proper  attendance."  Her  carriage  was  at  the  door, 
and  he  went  homo  with  her  to  Fort  Washington,  where  a 
month's  assiduous  and  tender  nursing,  to  the  surprise  of  every 
one,  restored  him.  But  just  as  soon  as  he  was  upon  his  feet 
again,  he  was  eager  to  be  in  town,  at  his  suits,  at  his  specula- 
tions ;  and  it  was  after  this  *'  first  warning,"  that  the  legal 
proceedings  were  instituted  which  led  to  the  final  estrange- 
ment between  the  ill-mated  p:ur. 
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He  would  never  own  that  he  had  had  a  paraljlic  stroke.  He 
insisted  that  lie  was  perfectly  well,  and  was  offended  if  any 
one  asked  a  question  which  implied  the  contrary.  Tenaciously 
he  clung  to  life.  He  would  be  the  beau,  the  man  of  business, 
the  great  lawyer,  to  thp  last. 

But  a  second  stroke  followed,  a  few  months  later,  depriving 
forever  of  life  and  motion  both  his  lower  limbs.  There  was 
no  concealing  this  calamity.  Yet,  for  a  while,  his  mind  was 
as  active  as  ever,  and  his  general  health  unimpaired.  Reclin- 
ing upon  a  sofa  in  his  office,  he  saw  his  friends  and  clients  as 
usual,  and  wrote  letters,  billet-doux,  notes,  opinions,  without 
number.  His  pen  should  walk  for  him,  travel  for  him,  plead 
for  him ;  he  would  be  thought,  as  he  thought  himsi-lf,  as  effi- 
cient a  man  as  ever  he  was.  This  could  not  last.  It  was  ap- 
parent to  every  one  but  himself  that  his  mental  powers  were 
no  longer  adequate  to  the  discharge  of  business,  and  partly 
by  a  sense  of  decreasing  strength,  partly  by  the  persuasions 
of  friends,  he  was  induced  gradually  to  relax  his  hold  up<m 
mundane  things,  and  subside  into  the  tranquilhty  that  befitted 
his  ai^e  and  condition. 

The  close  of  his  life  was  solaced  and  cheered  by  a  friend, 
M'ho  ])roved  herself  a  friend  indeed.  Far  back  to  the  earliest 
days  of  the  Revolution  we  must  look  for  the  first  of  the  series 
of  events  which  secured  to  the  helpless  old  man  those  tender 
attentions  from  the  hand  and  heart  of  a  woman  which  aire  and 
sickness  need. 

During  the  expedition  to  Canada,  while  the  American  forces 
lay  near  the  heights  of  Quebec,  Burr,  whose  stock  of  ])rovi- 
sions  was  reduced  to  a  biscuit  and  an  onion,  went  down  to  a 
small  brook  to  drink.  Having  no  cup,  he  was  proceeding  to 
use  the  top  of  his  cap  as  a  drinking  vessel,  when  a  British 
oflieer  who  had  come  to  the  otlutr  side  of  the  brook  lor  the 
sjunc  purpose  saluted  him  j)()]itely,  and  offered  him  the  use  <»f 
his  hunting  cnp.  Burr  acc.e]>ted  the  offer,  and  the  two  ene- 
mies entered  into  conversation.  The  oflioer,  pleased  with 
the  frank  an<l  iraUant  bearinir  of  the  vouth  —  for  a  vouth  ho 
8eenie<l  —  c<ai(luded  the  interview  by  bestowing  upon  him  the 
truly  munilieent  gill  of  part  of  a  horse's  tongue.     They  in- 
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quired  each  other's  name.  "  When  next  wo  meet,"  said  tlio 
Briton,  "  it  wilt  be  as  enemies,  but  if  we  sboiild  ever  come  to- 
gftlier  after  the  war  is  over,  let  us  know  caeh  other  better." 
Stepping  npou  some  stones  in  the  middle  of  the  brook,  they 
shook  hands,  and  parted.  In  the  subsequent  operations  of  the 
war,  each  s.'\w  the  other  occasionally,  but  before  the  peace  the 
British  officer  went  homo  badly  wonnded. 

Thiily-six  years  after,  wlien  Colonel  Rurr  was  an  exile  iu 
Scotland,  be  met  that  officer  again  ;  an  old  man  then,  residing 
upon  his  estate.  Eaeli  had  a  vivid  recollection  of  the  Kceno  at 
the  brook  in  the  old  wars,  and  a  warm  friendshi])  sprang  up 
between  them.  Colonel  Uurr  visited  the  house  of  the  aged 
officer,  and  received  from  him  assistance  of  the  most  essential 
kind,  naniely,  a  loan  of  three  hundred  pounds,  besides  vahmblo 
introdnclions. 

Twenty-four  yeara  later,  the  daughter  of  that  Scottish  offi- 
cer, ruiued  in  iiirtune  by  a  husband's  e.ttravagance,  was  at 
the  head  of  a  large  boarding  house  in  New  York,  near  the 
Botrling  Green.  Both  herself  and  her  husband  had  been 
friends  of  Colonel  Burr  ever  sinci.'  their  arrival  in  New  York, 
and,  after  her  husbatul's  deatli,  Burr  was  her  lawyer  and  man- 
of-business.  This  lady  was,  and  is,  one  of  the  kiudest  and 
spnghtliest  of  her  sex ;  a  woman  of  high  breeding,  with  too 
little  of  the  provincial  in  her  character  to  have  more  than  a 
very  slight  respect  for  that  teri'oi'  of  provincial  souls,  ^ua. 
Grcnuy, 

She  heard  that  Colonel  Burr  was  lying  sick  and  helpless  at 
his  office,  and  she  went  to  see  him.  She  sent  Idm  ilelicacies 
from  her  table.  She  kept  a  general  oversight  of  \m  domestic 
arrangements  for  some  months,  and  then,  with  her  husband's 
hearty  concurrence  (she  had  married  again)  invited  and  nrge<l 
him  to  come  and  take  up  his  abode  iti  her  house  as  long  as  hu 
lived.  He  should  pay  t!ie  extra  expenses  which  nhe  might  iu 
cur,  but  he  should  be,  in  ellcct  as  in  name,  her  guest.  Th 
gmmner  of  1831  saw  him  established  in  the  two  basemen 
rooms  ofher  house,  with  all  his  familiar  relics,  books,  pictures, 
and  furniture  round  him.  It  was  the  "  old  Jay  house"  —  where 
his  former  friend,  Governor  John  Jay,  had  resided.     Another 
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coincidence  was,  that  the  man-servant  who  chiefly  waited 
iij)()n  him  at  this  time,  had  been  for  many  years  butler  to  Do 
Wilt  Clinton. 

For  two  years  he  lay  upon  his  bed,  or  reclined  in  an  arm- 
chair, free  from  pain,  and  growing  weaker  only  by  insensible 
degrees.  Ever  cheerful,  often  merry,  always  kind,  visited  oc- 
casionally by  his  old  friends,  and  visited  continually  by  old 
and  new  pensioners ;  every  want  anticipated  and  supplied,  his 
life  glided  on  tranquilly  toward  its  close.  lie  caused  the  por- 
trait of  Theodosia  to  be  hung  so  that  he  could  look  upon  it  as 
he  lay  in  bed,  and  tears  have  been  observed  to  course  slowly 
down  his  furrowed  cheeks  as  he  gazed  upon  it.  For  hours  at  a 
time  he  would  lie  silent  with  his  eyes  fixed  upon  his  daughter's 
face.  Ahvavs  inclined  to  be  taciturn,  he  wjis  now  more  silent 
than  ever.  Never  accustomed  to  speak  ill  or  harshly  of  othei*s, 
he  never,  during  these  two  years,  alluded  to  any  one  but  with 
charitv.  He  ujave  verv  little  trouble  to  his  attendants,  and 
addressed  them  always  with  marked  courtesy.  A  sick  girl 
was  never  more  delicate  tliaii  he. 

In  the  eaily  months  of  his  sickness  ho  took  the  most  intense 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  Texas,  then  in  the  midst  of  her 
struggle  for  independence,  aided  by  thousands  of  American 
citizens.  A  gentleman  who  called  uj)on  him  one  morning,  at 
this  ])eri()d,  found  him,  ne\vspai)er  in  hand,  all  excitement,  his 
eyes  blazing. 

''^Virrc/"  exclaimed  the  old  man,  j>ointing  to  the  news 
from  Texas,  "  you  see  ?  I  was  right !  I  was  only  thirty  yeara 
too  soon  !  What  was  treason  in  me  thirty  years  ago,  is  }>atriot- 
ism  now  I  !" 

lie  lived  to  see  Texas  an  indepeiulent  State  —  made  s»ich 
chieflv  by  emiirrants  and  adventurers  from  the  United  States. 

l^hrenology  l)ecame  the  town-talk  in  IHoo.  It  was  a  new 
thing  with  us  then,  and  had  few  adherents.  The  young  ]»oet 
Barlow,  one  of  the  fnst  practitioners  in  the  science,  dined  one 
day  at  the  house  where  Colonel  Hurr  resided,  when  it  oc- 
curre<l  to  the  landlady  to  give  him  an  opj»ortunity  to  test  his 
power  of  reading  character.  She  said  to  him,  "  We  have  an 
old  gentleman  from  the  country  upon  a  visit  to  us,  whom  I 


UIS    LAST    TEABS     AND     HOUBS.  C71 

should  like  yon  to  see.  lie  seenia  to  me  to  have  quite  a  re- 
markable heaJ,  though  he  is  not  a  highly  educated  man." 

The  phrenologist  having  intimated  his  willingness  to  exam- 
ine him,  she  went  below  to  pre])are  Colonel  Burr  for  the  inter- 
view, cautioning  him  to  say  nothing,  and,  above  all,  to  keep 
Btill,  lest  a  bow  or  a  gei^ture  should  betray  him.  He  was  reclin- 
ing in  a  chair,  attired  in  a  flannel  dressing-gown,  when  Barlow 
was  ushered  into  his  apartment.  His  nurse,  who  was  sitting 
at  a  table  sewing,  was  to  personate  the  daughter  of  the  old 
gentleman. 

"This  gentleman,  sir,"  said  the  lady,  "  is  a  phrenologist, 
and  I  have  brought  him  to  examine  your  head." 

He  nodded,  and  the  examination  began. 

"  What  a  head !"  was  the  phrenologist's  first  whisper. 
"  Who  is  he  ?     Where  does  he  come  from  ?" 

"  Oh,"  replied  the  lady,  "  he  is  an  old  friend  of  my  fiither's. 
He  lives  m  Connecticut,  and  has  come  to  the  city  for  medical 
advice.  But  I  won't  tell  you  any  thing  more  about  him  till 
you  have  given  us  his  character.  You  wouldn't  suppose  him 
to  be  a  clergyman,  would  you  ?" 

"A  clwgyman !"  exclaimed  Barlow.  "  Great  heavens.  No  ! 
I  would  sooner  take  him  for  a  man  of  war  than  a  man  of 
peace.  If  he  had  been  an  educated  man,  he  could  have  set 
the  world  in  arms  !  This  is  a  Van  Buren  head,  only  of  higher 
ambition  and  greater  powers." 

"  He  would  have  made  a  good  soldier,  then,  if  he  had  been 
called  upon  to  fight  ?"  inquired  the  lady. 

"  Such  a  head  as  Ma^,"  said  the  phrenologist,  "  might  have 
led  an  army,  and  conquered  a  world  !  It  is  a  great  head  !  a 
very  great  head !  What  a  pity  he  should  have  lived  in  ob- 
scurity I  With  many  noble  traits  of  character,  however,  he 
has  some  bad  ones.  He  is  generous  to  a  fault.  He  takes 
pleasure  in  giving,  whether  his  own  or  other's  jnoperty.  He 
is  very  secretive ;  relies  on  his  own  judgment ;  is  seldom 
swerved  by  the  advice  of  others.  He  feels  that  he  was  born 
to  command,  and  is  as  brave  as  a  lion.  He  would  have  made 
a  great  scholar,  a  great  statesman,  a  great  orator,  a  great  any 
thing,  if  he  had  but  had  the  chance.     Yet  he  can  descend  to 
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duplicity  to  gain  liis  ends.  He  is  not  over-conscientious  when 
liis  passions  or  his  feeling  are  concerned.  As  a  statesman,  lie 
would  have  been  diplomatic,  and  firm  as  a  rock,  whether  for 
evil  or  for  good.  A  firm  friend,  without  boasting  or  presum- 
ing. More  generous  than  just.  He  has  little  reverence,  yet 
would  scarcely  be  an  unbeliever.  His  head  is  indeed  a  study 
—  a  strange,  contradictory  head.  He  is  very  irritable,  and 
impatient  of  control.  He  could  look  into  the  souls  of  men. 
Gracious!  what  a  law ver  he  would  have  made!  And  that^s 
his  daughter,  is  it  ?  What  a  difference  !  One  would  almost 
think  it  impossible.  This  head  is  one  of  those  that  think 
every  thing  possible,  and  will  dare  all  to  gain  a  point.  He  has 
been  fond  of  the  fair  sex,  too,  in  his  day.  But  his  bad  qualities 
are  overtopped  by  his  good  ones.  And  now,  pray  tell  mo 
who  this  gentleman  is  ?" 

"  Colonel  Aaron  Burr,  sir,"  replied  the  lady,  in  triumph. 

The  phrenologist  started  back,  with  a  curious  blending  of 
curiosity  and  shame  exprossi^d  in  his  face  and  attitude. 

"  Oh,  sir,  pardon  me,"  he  said  ;  "  if  I  had  known  who  it  w:is 
thnt  I  was  examining,  I  should  not  have  presumed  to  say  what 
I  have  said.  i>ut  this  is  an  honor  I  have  long  wished  for,  and 
nothinLr  could  luive  icivcn  me  tijreater  delight.'* 

"Sir,"  whispered  Burr,  in  his  blandest  manner,  "you  have 
given  me  no  olll-nse." 

*Tiiis  eiuleil  the  interview.  Tiie  next  dav,  the  ladv  said  to 
him  that  she  thought  Mr.  Barlow  had  hit  his  character  very 
correctly. 

"  No,  madaine,"  he  replied,  with  unexpected  gravity,  "he 
made  some  great  mistakes.  He  said  I  was  irritable.  I  am 
not  irritable." 

The  phrenologist  was  right,  however.  He  had  been  irrila 
ble  in  his  wav. 

His  chief  amusement  d urine:  these  monotonous  months  was 
readinix.  He  read  much,  but  not  manv  thinixs.  Chieilv  he 
liked  his  good  friend  to  read  to  him  something  of  a  tendi-r  or 
sentimenlal  cast.  Sterne*  was  a  great  iiivorite,  j)articul:irly  lh»^ 
fcitorv  of  J.(*  Fevre  in  Tristram  Shandv.  Uncle  Tobv's  trvat- 
ment  of  the  lly  was  (juite  to  his  taste.     One  day,  after  a  long 
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ding  from  Sterne,  he  said,  ^^  If  I  had  read  Sterne  more, 
I  Voltaire  less,  I  should  have  known  that  the  world  was 
le  enough  for  Hamilton  and  me." 

t  was  a  custom  of  the  busy  lady  of  the  house  to  visit  him 
ce  every  day.    The  doctor  ordered  him  champagne,  which 

used  to  bring  him  with  her  own  hands  afler  dinner.  Re- 
ed by  the  draught,  he  would  then  be  eager  to  hear  some- 
ig  read.  "  Well,  my  child,"  he  would  say,  '*  have  you 
'  thing  to  comfort  me  with  to-day  ?  Read  something  good, 
lething  classical,  something  sweet.  Let  us  have  a  pleasant 
f  hour."  The  lady,  herself  a  poetess,  liked  nothing  better 
n  to  repeat  to  him  her  favorites  and  his  own.  Some  bits 
Moore  he  was  never  tired  of  hearing ;  above  all,  he  liked 

poem  written  by  Moore  upon  hearing  that  the  Prince  Re- 
it,  with  his  usual  meanness,  had  deserted  a  lovely  girl  whom 
had  ruined.  Burr  loathed  conduct  of  that  nature  with  a 
feet  loathing. 

*'  When  first  I  met  thee,  wann  and  young, 
There  shone  such  truth  about  thee, 
And  on  thy  lip  such  promise  hung, 

I  did  not  dare  to  doubt  thee. 
I  saw  thee  change,  yet  stUI  relied, 
Still  clung  with  hope  the  fonder, 
And  thought,  though  false  to  all  beside, 
^  From  me  thou  could'st  not  wander. 

But  go,  deceiver  I  go, 

The  heart,  whose  hopes  could  make  it 
Trust  one  so  false,  so  low. 
Deserves  that  thou  shouldst  break  it 

"  When  every  tongue  thy  follies  named, 
I  fled  the  unwelcome  story ; 
Or  found,  in  even  the  faults  they  blamed, 

Some  gleams  of  future  glory, 
/still  was  true,  when  nearer  friends 

Conspin.>d  to  wrong,  to  slight  thee ;  ^ 

The  heart  that  now  thy  falsehood  rends 
Would  then  have  bled  to  right  thee. 
But  go,  deceiver  1  go  — 

Some  day,  perhaps,  thoult  waken  ^ 

From  pleasure's  dream,  to  know 
Tho  grief  of  hearts  forsaken." 
29 
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Moore's  "  Oft  in  the  stilly  night,'*  was  another  of  his  favor 
ites.  When  his  memory  was  almost  gone,  he  would  wliiHper 
the  first  line,  and  ask,  "How  does  it  go  on,  ray  dear?  Say 
it."  Some  psalms  and  hymns  that  he  had  learned  in  child- 
hood seemed  to  linger  in  his  memory.  One  psaln^  in  particu- 
lar, he  often  repeated  and  praised : 

"  It  was  not  any  open  foo 
That  false  rcdoctions  made.*' 

Nothing  pleased  him  better  than  a  timely  and  apt  quota- 
tion. Some  gentlemen  were  in  liis  room  one  evening,  when 
the  conversation  took  a  severer  tone  than  he  liked.  Slow  to 
speak  ill  of  any  one,  he  never  relished  denunciatory  language. 
After  one  of  his  guests  had  finished  some  severe  remarks,  the 
hidy  of  the  house  stepped  forward,  and  in  the  quick,  graceful 
manner  peculiar  to  her,  repeated  these  lines  from  Bums^s 
Address  to  the  Unco  Gude: 

*  Then  pcntly  scan  your  brother  man, 

Still  gentler  sister  woman; 
Tliough  they  may  gaujr  a  kenuin*  wraug, 

To  step  aside  is  buiiian ; 
One  point  must  still  be  greatly  dark, 

Tlio  moving  Why  they  do  it ; 
And  just  aa  lamely  can  ye  mark  * 

How  far,  perhaps,  they  rue  it 

"  Who  made  the  heart,  'tis  lie  alone 

Decidedly  can  try  us: 
Ho  knows  each  chord — its  various  tooe. 

Each  spring  —  its  various  bLis ; 
Then  at  the  balance*  let 's  be  mute, 

"We  never  can  adjust  it ; 
"What's  done  wo  partly  may  compute, 

But  know  not  what's  resisted." 

Good  humor  was  restored  ;  a  better  spirit  prevailed  in  tbo 
company.  13urr,  who  had  lain  silent  up  to  this  time,  now 
expressed  the  keenest  delight,  "//ow  good!"  he  kept  whis- 
pering.    "How  very  good.     So  like  you,  my  dear;  so  like 
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yon  !"     He  was  exceedingly  pleased,  and  oflen  alladed  to  the 
scene  and  the  lines  aderward. 

He  was  a  foe  to  melancholy,  to  the  last.  His  kind  fi-iend 
said  to  him  one  evening,  Avhen  he  seemed  weaker  than  usual : 
"  Well,  colonel,  I'm  afraid  we  shan't  have  you  here  long ;  but 
it 's  a  sad  Avorld,  after  all,  and  I  wish  I  was  going  too." 

"  Don't  say  so,  child,"  said  he ;  "  I  have  lived  my  day ;  you 
are  young  ;  your  time  is  before  you  ;  enjoy  it." 

On  another  occasion,  when  she  had  met  with  an  affliction, 
she  said  to  him,  "O,  colonel,  how  shall  I  get  through  this?" 

"l^VK  through  it,  my  dear  !"  was  his  emphatic  reply. 

Still  complaining,  she  said,  "This  wiU  kill  me,  colonel,  I 
know  I  can  not  survive  thisy 

.    "  Well,"  said  he,  "  die^  then,  madame  :  we  must  all  die  ;  but 
bless  me,  die  game  !" 

One  lovely  afternoon,  she  said,  as  she  arranged  his  pillows, 
"  O !  colonel,  if  you  were  only  forty  years  younger,  and  we 
were  walking  by  the  side  of  some  pleasant  stream,  with  beau- 
tiful flowers  all  around  us,  how  happy  we  could  be  this  after- 
noon." 

"  Well,  my  child,"  said  he,  "  and  we  shaU  walk  by  the  side 
of  pleasant  streams,  amid  beautiful  flowers,  if  we  are  to  be- 
lieve the  Book !" 

Bringing  hitn  the  papers,  as  usual,  one  morning  she  called 
his  attention  to  some  false  statements  relating  to  his  duel  with 
Hamilton,  and  said  to  him,  I 

"  How  can  you,  colonel,  let  these  people  traduce  you  so, 
when  you  have  the  documents  in  your  possession  that  would 
exonerate  vou  ?" 

"  I  am  already  exoni»rated,"  was  his  reply. 

"  What  do  you  mean  ?"  she  asked. 

"  There  /"  said  he,  pointing  upward. 

A  scene  occurred  in  the  dininfir-room  of  the  house  while 
he  lay  helpless,  which  may  as  well  be  related  here.  A  gen- 
tleman called  to  engage  board,  found  suitable  rooms,  and  said 
he  would  call  in  the  afternoon  to  say  whether  he  would  take 
them.  He  came  to  dinnw.  Addressing  himself  in  an  em- 
barrassed, hesitating  manner  to  the  landlady,  he  said  he  had 
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just  beard  of  a  circumstance  which  would  deprive  him  of  the 
pleasure  he  liad  anticipated  in  residing  under  her  roof.  He 
undei-stood  that  Aaron  Burr  was  a  boarder  in  the  house,  and 
he  really  could  not  live  in  the  same  house  with  a  man  of  that 
character. 

The  blood  of  all  the  Montroses  was  up  in  a  moment.  She 
rose  from  her  chair,  and  said,  with  flashing  eye,  and  subdued 
intensity  of  tone  : 

"  You  have  been  misinformed,  sir.  Colonel  Burr  is  not  a 
boarder  in  this  house.  He  is  my  guest,  sir,  my  honored  guest  I 
Before  any  boarder  in  this  house  is  served,  Colonel  Bi^rr  is 
served." 

Then,  turning  to  a  servant  who  was  waiting  at  the  table, 
slic  said,  in  the  manner  of  Napoleon  ordering  a  column  to  the 
attack,  "  Patrick,  take  away  that  person's  plate,  and  open  the 
door !" 

Patrick  obeyed,  and  the  "  person"  retired  without  ventur- 
ing any  further  observations. 

This  brave  lady  could  not,  of  course,  escape  sharing,  to  some 
extent,  the  odium  that  surrounded  the  name  of  the  man  whose 
last  days  her  wit  and  kindness  cheered. 

"  What  do  you  think  I've  heard  this  morning,  colonel  ?" 
said  she  to  him  on  one  occasion.  "  They  say  I'm  your  daugh- 
ter." 

"  Well,"  said  he,  "  we  don't  care  for  that,  do  we  ?" 

"  Xot  a  bit !"  was  her  rej)ly.  "  But  they  say  something 
else,  colonel,"  she  continued;  "they  say  I  was  your  mistress." 

'*  Do  they  ?"  said  he,  *'  I  don't  think  we  care  much  for  that 
eilluT,  do  we  ?" 

"  TIu*y  must  say  what  they  choose,"  she  replied — the  gal- 
lant soldier's  daughter ! 

"  But,"  said  he,  taking  her  hand  in  both  his,  and  liAing  it 
to  his  lips,  his  hands  shaking  with  ])aralysis,  "  I'll  tell  you 
sonu'thing  they  7nhjht  say  that  would  be  true !  Let  them 
say  this  of  you  :  She  gave  the  old  man  a  honic  when  nobody 
else  xcoidd .'" 

He  uttered  these  words  with  an  emphasis  so  tender  and 
penetrating,  that  two  of  his  relatives  who  were  present,  one  a 
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member  of  the  bar,  and  the  other  a  judge,  could  not  refrain 
from  tears. 

To  the  last  he  was  ever  givuig.  His  friend  said  to  him 
once, 

"  I  think  you  are  not  particular  enough  in  your  charities. 
The  man  to  whom  you  have  just  given  money,  I  am  sure,  is  a 
drunkard." 

"He  may  be,"  said  Burr,  "  but  that  has  nothing  to  do  with 
what  I  gave  him.  He  asked  it  for  God's  sake^and  for  God's 
sake  I  gave  it." 

"  O,  colonel,"  said  she,  "  you  can't  say  no ;  can  you  ?" 

"  Not  when  I  have  any  thing  to  give,"  he  replied.  "  I  am, 
indeed,  an  exquisite  fool,  an  inimitable  fool." 

As  a  setoii*  to  this,  it  must  be  recorded  that  a  dunning 
scene,  of  considerable  violence  on  the  part  of  the  dunner,  took 
place  during  these  months.  Tiie  man,  it  appears,  called  seve- 
ral times  Mnthout  hitting  upon  one  of  the  periods  when  the 
exchequer  had  been  very  recently  replenished,  and,  of  course, 
could  not  get  his  money.  He  flew  into  a  great  rage,  at 
length,  and  berated  the  old  man  with  fluency.  Burr  made 
not  the  least  reply  to  him,  but  waited  placidly  till  it  was  over, 
and  then  addressed  a  remark  on  some  other  subject  to  another 
pei*8on.  The  man  stood  a  moment  with  a  puzzled  and  balked 
expression  of  countenance,  and  then  retired.  It  should  be 
added  that  Burr's  pecuniary  aflairs,  at  this  time,  were  man- 
aged for  him  by  a  relative  —  an  application  to  whom  would 
not  have  been  so  unsuccessful.  But  it  is  good  always  to  bear 
in  mind  that  flerce  dunning  is  the  natural  accompaniment  of 
loose  spending. 

In  the  spring  of  18.36  it  was  apparent  to  those  about  him 
that  his  strength  was  rapidly  diminishing,  and  that  a  very  few 
months  or  weeks  would  terminate  his  mortal  career,  lie 
knew  it  himself,  and  spoke  of  it  without  reserve.  He  was 
more  than  resigned ;  at  times,  he  seemed  slightly  impatient 
for  the  closhiEc  scene.  While  thus  waitini'  for  death,  he  never 
seemed  to  look /oncardy  curious  to  penetrate  the  vail,  behind 
>vhich  he  was  soon  to  pass.  His  mind  wandered  backward  to 
the  remote  past.    From  a  long  doze  of  some  hours'  duration, 
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he  wonld  awake  to  speak  of  people  at  Pnnccton,  whom  he  had 
known  at  college,  of  fellow  soldiers  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
of  Theodosia  and  her  boy.  He  talked  sometimes  of  the  biog; 
raphy  which  he  know  was  to  be  published  after  his  death, 
and  appeared  to  be  anxious  that,  at  last,  his  country mea 
should  know  him  as  he  w&s.  He  was  most  concerned  that  his 
military  career  should  be  fully  and  truly  related.  "  If  they 
persist  in  saying  that  I  was  a  bad  man,"  he  said,  '*  they  shall 
at  least  admit  that  I  w:is  a  good  soldier.*'  He  wished  to  be 
thought  brave.  In  speaking  of  his  own  death  he  woidd  say^ 
"  A  brave  man  never  fears  death,"  or,  "  Death  is  terrible  only 
to  cowards,"  or,  "  Death  has  no  terrors  for  me." 

In  the  early  part  of  June,  when  the  weather  grew  suddenly 
warm,  he  was  supposed  for  some  days  to  be  sinking.  Dr. 
Hosack,  who  attended  him,  thought  that  a  few  days,  perhaps 
a  few  hours,  were  all  that  he  had  to  live.  JMr.  Davis  told  him 
the  doctor's  opinion,  and,  in  view  of  his  approaching  de.nth, 
asked  him  whether,  in  the  exj)edition  to  the  South-west,  he 
had  designed  a  separation  of  the  Union.  With  some  impa- 
tience he  rejilied, 

"  No ;  I  would  as  soon  have  thought  of  taking  possession 
of  the  moon,  an<l  infonninur  mv  friends  that  I  hitended  to 
divide  it  among  them  !" 

He  revived.  Il  chanced  that  the  "  Jav  House''  was  that 
summer  to  be  pulled  <lo\vn,an(l  it  was  necessary  that  he  should 
be  removed.  Lodgings  were  juocured  for  him  for  thesunmier, 
at  Port  Uichmond,  on  St  at  en  Islan<l,  in  a  small  h<»tel  that 
stood,  and  still  stands,  a  few  yards  from  the  steamboat  land- 
ing. At  parting  with  his  kind  hostess,  he  showed  extreme 
sensibility.  He  was  tenderly  grateful  to  her  for  her  unbountl- 
cd  goodness  to  him,  and  exjiressed  liis  gratitude  in  a  thou 
sand  (piaint  and  delicate  ways,  which  can  scarcely  be  described 
in  words.  "What  are  yon,"  he  would  ask,  "that  you  should 
be  so  kind  to  the  old  man  V'  And  slie  would  reply  that  *'slie 
was  the  little  mouse  that  came  to  the  help  of  the  sick  lion.'' 
He  liked  an  a|»t  reply  of  that  kind ;  afterward,  he  would 
often  run  his  lingers  fondlv  through  her  auburn  locks,  and 
call  her  his  little  mouse.     He  w:is  carried  to  tln^  steamboat  on 
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s  litter,  accompanied  by  a  few  of  his  friends,  among  whom 
aht,  uf  couraii,  was  one.  Slie  saw  liim  safe  into  liis  apart 
ment  at  Port  Riciiinond,  in  wliicli  slit;  had  before  placed  the 
articles  essential  to  his  conifort,  and  tlicn  left  him  in  charge 
of  his  nuri>e  and  the  man-servant  before  mentioned,  an  aged 
and  responsible  man.  Relatives  of  Colonel  Burr  lived  near, 
who  also  visited  him,  and  saw  that  Ins  wants  were  all  supplied. 
"  Good-by,  colonel,"  said  his  friend,  as  she  was  leaving  him 
for  the  night.    "  Good-by ;  I  shall  come  and  see  you  every 

He  took  her  hand,  and  raising  it  between  liis  own  in  the 
manner  of  supplication,  ho  said,  in  a  tone  of  mingled  tender- 
ness and  fervency  never  to  be  Ibrgotten :  "  May  God  for  ever, 
and  for  ever,  and  for  ever^  bless  you,  my  last,  best  friend. 
When  the  hour  comes,  I  will  look  out,  in  the  better  country, 
for  one  bright  spot  for  you  —  be  sure,!/ 

The  sea  air  at  first  benefited  hiin  greatly;  and  he  even 
felt  so  much  better  as  to  talk  of  returning  to  tlie  city  and 
continuing  his  law  business.  His  friends  dissuaded  hitn.  He 
went  BO  far  as  to  set  on  foot  a  small  intrigue  with  some  oys- 
termcn,  with  the  design  of  getting  them  to  row  him  back  to 
the  city  on  the  sly.  The  price  was  agreed  upon,  and  the  time 
appointed,  when  the  plot  was  discovei-ed  by  his  friends,  and 
deteated  by  a  counter  plot.  They  invited  liim  to  ride.  As 
the  time  approached  when  the  oysturmim  were  to  meet  him, 
he  exhibited  signs  of  uneasiness,  and  proposed,  at  last,  that 
they  xliould  turn  back. 

"  Why,  colonel,"  said  one  of  them,  "  we  started,  yon  know, 
for  Richmond,  and  1  thought  you  were  a  man  who  always  car- 
ried through  what  you  undertook." 

"  Drive  on,"  was  his  quick  rejjly ;  and  thus  his  little  last 
plot  was  defeated. 

As  the  summer  advanced  hi:^  sti'ength  declined.  The  last 
weeks  of  his  life  were  cheered  by  the  frequent  visits  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  P.  J.  Vanpell,  the  eslimablo  Reformed  Dutch  clergy- 
man of  the  neighborhood,  who  wax  invited  to  attend  him  by 
Judge  Ogden  Edwards,  a  relative  and  active  friend  of  Colonel 
Burr's.     Burr  accepted  his  visits  and  services  with  thankful 
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Courtesy,  without  making  any  compromise  of  his  own  opin- 
ions. 

"  I  was  uniformly  received  hy  him,"  writes  Dr.  Vanpelt, 
"  with  his  accustomed  politeness  and  urbanity  of  manner. 
The  time  spent  with  him  at  each  interview  —  which  was  an 
hour,  more  or  less  —  was  chiefly  employed  in  religious  con- 
versations, adapted  to  his  declining  health,  his  feeble  state  of 
body,  and  his  advanced  age,  concluding  by  prayer  to  Al- 
mighty God  for  the  exercise  of  his  great  mercy,  the  influence 
of  his  Holy  Spirit  and  divine  blessing.  In  all  which  he  ap- 
peared to  take  an  interest  and  be  pleased,  and  particularly 
would  thank  me  for  the  prayers  I  offered  up  in  his  behalf,  for 
my  kind  offiees,  and  the  interest  I  took  in  his  spiritual  welfare, 
saying  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  see  me  and  hear  my  voice. 
And  when  I  reminded  him  of  the  advantages  he  had  enjoyed, 
of  his  honored  and  pious  ancestry,  viz. :  his  father  a  minister 
of  the  Gospel,  and  President  of  the  College  at  Princeton,  New 
Jersey,  and  his  mother  a  descendant  of  the  learned  and  cele- 
brated divine,  Jonathan  Edwards ;  and  that  doubtless  many 
prayers  had  gone  up  to  heaven  from  the  hearts  of  his  parents 
for  his  well-being  and  happiness,  it  seemed  to  affect  him.  And 
when  I  asked  him  as  to  his  views  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  he 
responded  — '  Tliey  are  the  most  perfect  system  of  truth  the 
world  has  ever  seen.'  So  that  judging  from  his  own  declara- 
tion and  behavior  to  me,  as  his  spiritual  adviser,  he  was  not 
an  atheist  nor  a  deist. 

"  I  did  not  administer  the  holy  sacrament  to  him,  nor  did 
he  suggest  or  request  me  to  do  it. 

"  In  regard  to  other  topics,  in  the  coui*se  of  repeated  con- 
versations, he  remarked  he  was  near  General  Montgomery 
when  he  fell  at  Quebec  ;  and  that  notwithstanding  that  disas- 
ter, if  the  army  had  ])ushed  on,  they  would  have  succeeded. 
In  reference  to  the  affair  and  death  of  General  Hamilton  but 
little  was  said.  Ho  intimated,  however,  that  he  was  provoko<l 
to  that  encounter. 

"  At  my  last  interview  with  him,  about  twelve  o'clock  at 
noon,  the  day  he  departed  this  life,  I  found  him,  as  usual, 
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pleased  to  see  me,  tranquil  in  mind,  and  not  disturbed  by 
bodily  pain. 

"  Observing  a  paleness  and  change  in  his  countenance,  and 
his  pulse  tremulous,  fluttering,  and  erratic,  I  asked  him  how 
he  felt.  He  replied,  not  so  well  as  when  I  saw  him  last.  I 
then  said,  '  Colonel,  I  do  not  wish  to  alarm  you,  but  judging 
from  the  state  of  your  pulse,  your  time  with  us  is  short.'  He 
replied,  '  I  am  aware  of  it.'  It  was  then  near  one  o'clock,  p.m., 
and  his  mind  and  memory  seemed  perfect.  I  said  to  him,  ^In 
this  solemn  hour  of  your  apparent  dissolution,  believing,  as 
you  do,  in  the  sacred  Scriptures,  your  accountability  to  God, 
let  me  ask  you  how  you  feel  in  view  of  approaching  eternity ; 
whether  you  have  good  hope,  through  grace,  that  all  your 
gins  will  be  pardoned,  and  God  will,  in  mercy,  pardon  you,  for 
the  sake  of  the  merits  and  righteousness  of  his  beloved  Son, 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  in  love  suffered  and  died  for  us 
the  agonizing,  bittei*  death  of  the  cross,  by  whom  alone  wo 
can  have  the  only  sure  hope  of  salvation  ?'  To  which  he  said, 
with  deep  and  evident  emotion,  '  On  that  subject  I  am  coy  ;' 
by  which  I  understood  him  to  mean,  that  on  a  subject  of  such 
magnitude  and  momentous  interest,  touching  the  assurance  of 
his  salvation,  he  felt  coy,  cautious  (as  the  word  denotes)  to  ex- 
press himself  in  full  confidence. 

"  With  liis  usual  cordial  concurrence  and  manifest  desire 
we  kneeled  in  prayer  before  the  throne  of  heavenly  grace  — 
imploring  God's  mercy  and  blessing.  lie  turned  in  his  bed, 
and  put  himself  in  an  humble,  devotional  posture,  and  seemed 
deeply  engaged  in  the  religious  service,  thanking  me,  as  usual, 
for  the  prayer  made  for  him. 

"  Calm  and  composed,  I  recommended  him  to  the  mercy  of 
God,  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace,  with  a  last  firewell." 

The  last  audible  word  whispered  by  the  dying  man  was  the 
one,  of  all  others  in  the  language,  the  most  familiar  to  his  lips, 
A  few  minutes  before  he  breathed  his  last,  ho  litled  his  hand 
with  dilliculty  to  his  spectacles,  and  soenied  to  be  trying  to 
take  them  off.  His  attendant  asked  hini  if  he  wished  them 
removed.  He  nodded  assent.  Fixing  his  eyes  (brilliant  to 
the  last)  upon  the  spectacles  in  her  hand,  he  faintly  whispered, 

29* 
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"  Madame^'*'* 
evidently  meaning  that  they  were  to  be  given  to  madame,  the 
friend  of  his  last  years.  He  lay  awhile  softly  breathing.  At 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  without  a  struggle  or  a  sigh,  as 
gently  as  an  infant  falls  asleep,  he  ceased  to  live.  His  friend 
arrived  from  the  city  an  hour  too  late  to  close  his  eyes. 

He  died  on  Wednesday,  the  14th  of  September,  1836,  aged 
eighty  years,  seven  months,  and  eight  days.  On  the  Friday 
following,  his  funeral  was  celebrated.  A  large  party  of  gen- 
tlemen —  the  Messrs.  Swailwout,  Major  Popham,  Judge  Ed- 
wards, Mr.  Davis,  and  several  others  reached  Port  Richmond, 
from  the  city,  by  an  early  boat, "  to  pay  the  last  honors  to 
Pompey,"  as  one  of  them  expressed  it.  In  his  last  days,  he 
had  requested  to  be  buried  at  Princeton,  as  nearly  as  possible 
at  the  feet  of  his  father  and  grandfather,  the  two  presidents 
of  the  college,  who  lie  side  by  side  in  its  cemetery.  His  re- 
mains were  accordingly  conveyed  to  Princeton,  accompanied 
by  the  gentlemen  just  named,  and  placed  in  the  chapel  of  the 
college,  where  the  funeral  ceronionies  were  to  be-perforrned. 
An  impressive  and  charitable  sermon  was  preached  on  the  oc- 
casion by  the  liev.  Dr.  Curnahan,  the  presi<lent  of  the  collei»:e  ; 
who,  as  president,  resided  in  the  very  house  which  Colonel 
Burr's  father  had  built  ninety  years  before,  and  in  which  his 
gifled,  erring  son  had  been  cradled.  "The  fashion  of  this 
world  passeth  away,"  was  the  text  of  the  discourse.  The 
Cliosophic  Society,  of  which  tlie  youthful  Burr  had  been  one 
of  the  founders,  voted  to  attend  his  funeral  in  a  body,  and  to 
wear  the  usual  badixe  of  mourning  for  thirty  days.  A  volun- 
teer company  of  Princeton,  called  the  ^Fercer  Guards,  escorted 
the  remains  of  the  old  sohlier  to  the  grave,  and  lirud  over  it 
the  customary  volleys.  Most  of  the  students  of  the  college, 
and  a  large  concourse  of  the  |)eople  of  the  town  witnessed 
with  curiosity  the  closing  ceremonial  which  consigned  to  the 
grave  all  that  was  mortal  of  Aaron  Burr.  Far,  far,  ha<l  he 
wandered  from  the  wavs  of  his  fathers,  to  lie  down  at  their 
feet  at  last. 

The  news  of  his  death  called  public  attention  once  more 
to  his  character  and  conduct ;  the  newspaper  conmient  upon 
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which  was  —  what  might  have  been  expected.  Absurdly  false 
accounts*  were  given  of  his  life  and  death,  and  the  occasion 
was  improved  to  point  a  great  many  moi-als,  and  to  adorn  a 
variety  of  tales.  One  or  two  papers  in  this  city  that  ventured 
to  say  a  few  (injudicious)  words  in  praise  of  the  dead  lion, 
were  sharply  called  to  order  for  the  same  by  his  old,  but  gen- 
erally honorable,  foe,  the  JEoening  Post,  When  the  Magazines 
came  to  review  his  memoirs,  a  few  months  later,  the  stiife 
seems  to  have  been  which  should  heap  upon  his  grave  the 
greatest  amount  of  obloquy.    The  JSFcw  York  Jieview  and  the 

*  As  a  specimen  of  the  newspaper  stories  still  in  circulation  respecting^ 
Burr,  take  the  followin«r,  which  has  probably  appeared  in  Glleen  hundred 
newspapers  of  the  United  States,  besides  a  large  number  in  England  and 
Scotland.  As  it  is  destitute  of  even  the  slightest  foundation  of  truth,  some 
body  must  have  sat  down  and  deliberately  manufactured  it.  It  has  usually 
been  credited  to  the  PrtJfbyi^nan  Herald  : 

**  There  were  some  facts  connected  with  the  closincc  scenes  of  Mr.  Burr's  life 
which  were  lold  to  us  soon  after  they  occunvd,  by  one  who  received  tliem 
from  an  eye  witncs--*,  which  w^e  do  not  now  remc-mber  to  h.ave  seen  stated  any 
where  in  print.  We  suppose  that  we  will  not  bo  considered  as  violating  the 
privacy  of  the  domestic  circle  in  referring  to  them  at  this  remote  period  after 
their  occurrence. 

"  During  Mr.  Burr's  last  illness,  he  was  very  restless  and  impatient  toward 
those  who  were  about  his  person,  often  indulging  in  profane  and  abusive  lan- 
guage. His  physician,  observing  that  mortitication  had  commenced  in  the 
extremities,  thought  it  his  duty  to  inform  him  of  the  fact,  and  to  assure  liiin 
thiit  whatever  pn.*paration  he  might  wish  to  make  for  death,  should  be  made 
at  once.  Tn  as  gentle  tones  as  ho  could  command,  he  broached  the  subject, 
assuring  him  that  within  twenty-four  hours,  at  the  farthest,  he  wonhl  bo  a 
deiid  man.  Mr.  Burr,  '  Doctor,  I  cun't  die.  I  shan't  die.  My  father  and 
mother,  and  grand-parents,  and  uncles  and  aunts,  were  all  pious  and  godly 
people;  tliey  prayed  for  my  conversion  a  thousand  times,  and  if  God  l>e  a 
hearer  of  prayer,  he  is  not  going  to  let  me  die  until  their  prayers  are  answered. 
It  is  inii>ossiblo  that  the  child  of  so  many  prayers  will  be  lost' 

"The  doctor  replied,  *Mr.  Burr,  you  are  already  dying.'  lie  then  went 
over  pretty  much  the  same  expression  as  given  above,  and  sank  into  a  stupor, 
and  soon  slept  the  sleep  which  knows  no  waking  until  the  moniing  of  the 
resurrection.  \Ve  may  not  have  given  the  precise  language  used  by  him,  as 
years  have  elapsed  since  it  was  reported  to  us.  Our  inf«>rmant  received  the 
impression  that  he  had  run  the  rounds  of  his  iniquity,  all  the  while  indulging 
tlie  hope  that,  like  the  celebrated  Augustine,  before  ho  di(?d  he  would  be  con- 
Tortcd,  in  answer  to  the  prayers  of  his  pious  parents  and  friend^*' 
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Democratic  JRevieto  wore  unsparingly  and  bitterly  severe. 
The  North  American  Review  was  gentler  and  fairer;  but 
gave  him  little  quailer. 

One  poetical  tribute  was  paid  to  his  memory  by  his  last 
Friend.  It  never  saw  the  light,  and  has  lain  twenty-one  years 
in  the  blank  book  of  the  authoress  unread.     It  was  addressed 

"TO  ONE  WHOM  THE  WORLD  REVILED. 

"  To  thee  no  widow  told  her  woes 

And  found  them  unredressed ; 
To  thee  no  shivering  orphan  came 

But  found  a  home  and  rest : 
And  many  —  would  they  truth  reveal  — 

Have  on  thy  bounty  fed, 
"Wlio,  when  thine  hour  of  sorrow  camef 

The  van  of  slander  led. 
Great  spirit!  jjome,  who  knew  thee  well, 

Paid  tribute  to  thy  worth  ; 
A  few,  who  dii-Tegard  the  frowns 

Of  grovelinp  sons  of  earth, 
Around  thee  eluii};,  in  that  dread  hour 

When  friendship's  bahn  i.s  sweet  — 
The  hour  thou  loll  this  earthly  bar 

The  world's  great  jud^'e  to  meet ; 
That  judge  who  knows  eacli  various  spring 

That  moves  tlie  human  heart, 
Who  gives  to  Death  the  victor}'-. 

But  leaves  tiie  sting  apart. 
Who  in  tlie  bahnee  nicely  weighs 

Our  deeds  of  good  and  ill, 
"Who  knows  our  various  faults  and  crimes, 

But  leans  to  mercy  still. 
Then  warrior,  rest!  thv  triid'a  o'er, 
And  naught  of  earth  can  touch  thee  more." 

He  left  no  available  ])ro|)erty.  A  few  pictures,  a  few  me- 
mentoes of  his  daughter,  several  cart-loads  of  law  papers,  some 
sacks  of  letters,  a  few  articles  of  oflice  furniture,  and  a  quan- 
tity of  well-worn  clothes,  were  all  that  remained  of  the  count- 
less sums  he  had  received  in  his  lonij  career.  Several  voars 
atler  his  death,  however,  a  rever.*<ionary  claim  which  he  held  to 
some  property,  fell  to  the  lot  of  his  only  surviving  daughter, 
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who  was  a  girl  eight  years  of  age  when  he  died.  The  last  words 
he  ever  spoke  to  his  friend  were  a  request  that  she  would  look 
to  the  welfare  of  that  child,  and  see,  especially,  that  she  M-as 
sent  to  good  schools.  That  he  should  have  made  a  will  seemed, 
at  the  time,  sontewhat  ridiculous  to  his  friends  —  little  dream- 
ing that  it  would,  in  a  few  years,  secure  a  considerable  sura 
to  his  daughter. 

As  all  in  the  life  of  Aaron  Burr  had  something  of  strange- 
ness and  peculiarity,  it  is  not  surpri^5ing,  perhaps,  that  a  stone 
could  not  be  placed  over  his  grave  except  in  an  extraordinary 
manner.  Some  efforts  were  made,  and  some  money  was  sub- 
scribed, soon  after  his  death,  to  procure  a  suitable  monument, 
but  the  project  failed  through  the  inattention  of  an  agent.  For 
nearly  two  years  the  spot  where  he  lay  was  unmarked,  when 
one  morning  it  was  discovered  that  a  small,  very  substantial, 
aud  not  inexj)ensive  monument  of  granite  and  marble,  had 
been  placed,  during  the  night,  over  his  remains.  The  cemetery 
at  Princeton  is  situated  in  a  somewhat  thickly-inhabited  lane, 
and  is  overlooked,  in  every  part,  by  people  living  upon  its 
borders.  The  principal  gate  is  kept  locked.  No  one  in  the 
town  saw  the  monument  erected,  or  knew,  or  knows  any  thing 
whatever  respecting  it.  Nor  was  there  any  stone-cutter  in 
the  vicinity  competent  to  execute  such  a  piece  of  work.  No 
relative  of  Colonel  Burr,  nor  any  one  of  my  numerous  inform- 
ants explains  the  mystery. 

The  person  who  did  the  pious  deed  is  known,  however,  and 
lives.  Need  I  sav,  that  to  a  woman's  liberal  hand  Burr  owes 
the  stone  that  commemorates  his  name  ?  In  an  inclosure  of 
the  cemetery,  whrrein  lie  the  honored  remains  of  the  early 
Presidents  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey  —  Burr,  Edwards, 
Davies,  Witherspoon,  and  others  —  stands  a  block  of  marble, 
bearing  the  following  inscription  : 

AARON    BURR: 

Born  February  Cth,  175G. 
Died  September  14th,  1836. 

A   COLONEL  IN  THE   AUMY  OP  THE   REVOLUTTON. 
YXCE-PRESWENT  OP  THE  UNrTfiO  STATES  FROM    ISOl   TO   180S. 


CHAPTER   XXXVII. 


OTHER  FACTS,  AND  SOME  REFLECTIONb'. 

1  "  Whatever  happens,"  Burr  used  to  say,  in  jocular  allusion 
1  to  the  largeness  of  liLs  head,  "  my  kat^  at  least,  is  safe :  for  no- 
I  body  else  can  wear  it." 

His  liead  was  large,  and  very  peculiar.  A  few  hours  after 
his  de:ith,  a  cast  whs  taken  of  it,  for  the  well-known  phrenolo- 
gists, Messrs.  Fowler  and  Wells,  of  New  York,  who  still  ex- 
hibit in  their  cjibinot  the  original  cast.  In  the  most  striking 
manner  it  coniirms  the  view  taken  of  the  character  of  Burr 
in  this  volinne. 

There  are,  probably,  few  intelligent  persons  now  in  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  who  <loubt  tliat  ])hrenology  is  among  the  means  by 
which  a  knowleds^e  of  the  character  of  a  man  mav  be  obtained. 
Unconsciously  or  consciously,  we  have,  most  of  us,  fallen  into 
the  habit  of  usinij  the  lanijjuaire  of  nhrenoloijv,  and  lookinj' 
at  one  another  with  the  phrenologist's  eye.  Cliarlotte  Bronte, 
in  <lesciibing  her  characters,  frequently  used  language  pre- 
cisely similar  to  that  employed  by  a  j)rofessional  phrenologist. 
Note  this  example  from  the  Profesaor :  "I  wuiider  that  any 
one,  looking  at  that  girl's  head  and  countenance,  would  have 
received  her  under  their  roof.  She  had  precisely  the  same 
shaped  head  as  Poj)e  Alexander  the  Sixth.  Her  organs  4»f 
])enevolence,  veneration,  conscientiousness,  adhesiveness,  were 
singularly  small ;  those  of  self  esteem,  lirmness,  destructive- 
ness,  combativeness,  |>reposterously  large,  ller  head,  sloj»ed 
up  in  the  pent-house  shape,  was  contracted  about  the  forehead, 
and  iMominent  behind."  ^lore  or  less,  we  all  talk  so  of  the 
people  we  look  at  with  attention.     Every  observant  person  that 
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has  ever  lived  must  have  been  instinctively  a  phrenologist,  as 
well  as  a  physiognomist. 

It  is  believed  by  moralists,  and  known  by  phrenologists,  that 
no  man  is  bad  from  necessity.  The  best  organizations  need 
culture,  and  the  very  worst,  by  culture,  can  be  rendered,  first, 
innoxious,  then  beneficent.  Phrenology  has  to  do  chiefly 
with  the  raw  material  of  character  —  the  stuff  it  is  made  of. 
It  has  nothing  to  say  of  the  circumstances,  the  beliefs,  the  in- 
fluences, which  nourish  one  class  of  organs,  leave  others  dor- 
mant, and  so  insensibly  "  mold  the  character."  Let  no  one, 
therefore,  view  the  annexed  account  of  the  head  of  Aaron 
Burr  as  a  justific<ation  of  his  errors ;  but  merely  as  a  state- 
ment of  his  natural  quality  and  tendencies,  which  it  was  the 
office  of  Education  to  correct,  and  of  Reason  to  control. 

A  fact  should  be  mentioned  in  elucidation  of  one  of  the 
phrenologist's  observations.  There  was  a  remarkable  predom- 
inance of  the  feminine  element  in  \.\\e  Edwards  stock.  Timo- 
thy Edwards,  the  father  of  Jonathan,  and,  therefore  Burr's 
great-grandfather,  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  ten  were 
daughters  Jonathan  Edwards  had  eight  daughters  and  three 
sons.  Of  the  grand-children  of  Timothy  Edwards,  about  two 
thirds  were  daughters.  And  now  the  phrenologist  tells  ua, 
that  Aaron  Burr  himself  had  the  temperament  of  a  woman. 

The  following  statement  w:w  made  by  Mr.  L.  N.  Fowler, 
who  knew  nothing  of  what  I  had  written  or  discovered  re- 
specting Aaron  Burr,  and  of  whom  I  asked  only  the  unrelent- 
ing truth : 

"PHRENOLOGICAL    CHARACTER 

OF 

AARON      BURR, 

DEDUCED  FROM  AN  ORIQINAL  CAST  OP  UIS  HEAD. 

"The  physiological  organization  of  Aaron  Burr  was'distin- 
guished  for  very  fine  texture  and  a  great  degree  of  suscepti- 
bility, intensity,  and  ardor,  caused  by  a  predominance  of  the 
nervous  temperament,  with  a  very  active  condition  of  the  ar- 
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terial  system.  In  fact,  all  the  organs  and  functions  of  his  con- 
stitution were  remarkably  active,  and  the  circulation  must 
have  been  unusually  quick  and  free. 

"  There  was  not  so  much  of  the  bony  and  muscular  system 
as  to  be  an  impediment  to  his  activity,  yet  there  was  a  suffi- 
cient degree  of  the  motive  temperament  to  give  strength  and 
tenacity  of  organization.  He  was  of  small  size,  and  well  pro- 
portioned, but  the  brain  was  large  for  the  body  ;  hence  he  waii 
characterized  by  mental,  rather  than  by  physical  ability.  Such 
%vas  the  harmony  between  the  functions  of  the  body  as  to  in- 
dicate unusual  health,  vivacity,  and  power  to  endure  without 
premature  exhaustion.  His  temperament  was  more  peculiarly 
that  of  a  woman,  joined  to  the  mental  qualities  of  the  mas- 
cuHiie. 

"His  Phrenological  developments  were  marked  and  pecu- 
liar, and  gave  him  a  strong  individuality  of  character.  His 
head  was  of  rather  large  size,  and  fully  developed  in  most 
parts.  The  hair,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  being  almost  gone, 
lefl  his  head  nearly  bare,  so  that  the  cast  taken  after  death 
indicates  the  real  development  of  the  organs,  and  thereby  af- 
fords a  most  valuable  study. 

"  His  intellectual  development  shows  that  all  the  perceptive 
organs  are  prominent ;  which,  with  his  temperament  and  sus- 
ceptibility, gave  him  an  unusual  degree  of  observation,  ac- 
curacy of  perception,  ability  to  accumulate  knowledge,  and 
capacity  to  bring  his  powers  to  bear  directly  upon  the  subject 
in  hand,  or  object  he  wished  to  effect.  He  had  a  wonderful 
memory  of  every  thing  he  saw,  of  places,  faces,  and  propor- 
tions. His  mechanical  eye  must  have  been  remarkably  cor- 
rect, which,  joined  to  Locality,  Individuality,  and  Weight, 
gave  him  ease  and  grace  of  motion,  extraordinary  poweis  as 
a  marksman,  and  good  judgment  of  the  qualities  and  condi- 
tions of  things.  His  memory  of  events,  sense  of  order  and 
arrangement,  perception  of  colors,  ability  in  figures,  anil  love 
of  music,  were  comparatively  good.  His  sense  of  Wit  wa** 
decidedly  proniinent,  and  he  had  uncommon  power  to  use  his 
mirthful  emotions,  in  appreciating  the  ridiculous,  or  wielding 
the  weapons  of  satire  appropriately  and  readily. 
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"The  reasoning  organs  were  rather  large,  bat  somewhat 
inferior  to  the  perceptions.  The  strength  of  the  reasoning 
faculties  was  made  to  appear  conspicuous,  in  consequence  of 
his  clearness  of  perception,  sharpness  of  analysis,  facility  of 
expression,  policy  of  arrangement,  and  power  to  illuminate 
his  own  side  of  a  subject,  and  to  magnetize  his  hearers  into 
an  acceptance  of  his  opinions  and  an  adherence  to  his  cause. 
Tlie  intellectual  faculties,  as  a  whole,  gave  him  superior  influ- 
ence over  other  men,  not  only  in  consequence  of  the  great 
activity  of  his  mind,  but  the  peculiar  power  he  had  to  use  his 
knowledge  and  talents  to  advantage.  His  Language  was  large, 
which  enabled  him  to  communicate  his  ideas,  and  tell  what  he 
knew.  He  was  copious  and  pertinent  in  speech,  full  and  free 
in  his  powers  to  exi)lain,  and  decidedly  easy  and  off-hand  as 
an  orator.  This  quality,  connected  with  his  ready  memory, 
power  of  analysis,  and  fervor  of  mind,  gave  him  great  influ- 
ence over  others  in  conversation.  He  had  an  eye  of  peculiar 
brilliancy  and  fascination,  and  when,  from  under  his  finely 
arched,  perceptive  brow,  he  bent  his  burning  gaze  upon  a 
person,  his  words  seemed  like  potential  oracles,  and  gave 
him  peculiar  power  over  those  whom  he  wished  to  sway. 

"  His  executive  faculties  were  all  strong.  His  head  being 
decidedly  broad  about  the  ears,  gave  him  an  unusual  degree 
of  force,  resolution,  energy,  spirit,  and  courage,  amounting  at 
times  to  audacity,  and  a  feeling  of  intense  severity  when  ex- 
cited. His  Alimentiveness  appears  to  have  been  only  average 
in  development,  which,  if  not  perverted,  would  have  allowed 
him  to  live  a  sober  and  temperate  life.  Acquisitiveness  not 
being  specially  large,  he  was  doubtless  generous,  liberal,  and 
fvQO  in  the  use  of  money,  caring  for  it  more  to  expend  than  to 
l;iy  up.  Secretiveness  was  large,  which  imparted  tact,  power 
of  concealment,  and  ability  to  manage,  and  led  to  adroitness, 
and  even  cunning  and  duplicity  ;  but  Cautiousness  not  being 
large,  he  was  liable  to  be  indiscreet  and  impulsive,  and  when 
acting  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  and  in  a  state  of  excite- 
ment, he  would  be  rash  and  impetuous.  He  could  plot  well, 
but  could  not  execute  safely.  His  acts  may  have  been  done 
in  secret,  but  so  done  that  they  would  ultimately  be  exposed. 
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"His  moral  brain,  was,  in  some  respects,  strong,  and  in 
others  weak.  His  liead,  as  a  whole,  was  hij^li,  but  contracted 
on  the  top.  He  had  a  full  development  of  Benevolence,  which 
gave  him  sympathy  and  generosity  of  feeling;  and  this  benev- 
olence, in  the  absence  of  influential  Acquisitiveness,  would  lead 
him  to  bo  decidedly  generous  hearted  in  the  use  of  money. 
He  was  urbane,  kind,  and  ready  to  render  service.  His  Ven- 
eration was  large,  which  must  have  had  power  to  check  his 
passions,  and  lead  him  to  be  mindful  of  superiors,  and  also 
serve  to  give  him  a  respectful  and  deferential  address.  His 
sense  of  nobility  and  aristocracy,  and  consciousness  of  superior 
power,  was  a  prominent  feature  of  his  mind.  Through  the  in- 
fluence of  Veneration,  he  could  appear  devotional,  and  thits  in- 
spire confidence  in  others,  and  lead  them  to  trust  to  his  hon- 
esty. He  had  very  large  Firmness,  which  gave  him  unusual 
determination  of  mind  and  disposition  to  carry  out  his  desires 
and  pnrj)<)ses,  and  which,  connected  with  his  Destructiveness, 
rendered  him  unusually  efficient  and  vigorous  in  resisting  <)j>- 
position  from  others,  and  in  overcoming  obstacles.  He  ha<l  a 
i;o()d  (loi^ree  of  Imitation,  which,  with  his  Benevolence,  enable<l 
him  to  a«lapt  himself  to  others,  and  thus  render  himself  easy 
and  agreeable. 

"  Spirituality  appears  to  liave  been  very  weak,  which  left 
his  mind  without  much  reganl  for  such  features  of  religion  as 
dej>end  on  faith  ;  hence  he  was  skeptical,  an<l  a  doubter.  His 
Hope  appears  to  have  been  large,  giving  enterprise,  sanguine, 
speculative,  and  venturesome  feelings,  and  a  desire  to  erigago 
in  busineSvS  of  a  liyjjothetical,  prospective,  and  promisintr  na- 
ture. He  was  not  easilv  discourai^ed,  but  alwavs  confident 
of  success.  His  Conscientiousness  was  moderate,  and  not 
strong  enough  to  have  a  regulating  infiuence  on  his  mind. 
Tliis  faculty  and  Cautiousness,  both  being  inferior,  left  his 
f(?elings  without  l»alancing-|)ower  ;  hence,  while  he  lacke<l 
honesty,  he  had  neither  prudence  nor  circumspection  —  had 
not  the  restraining  infiuence  of  the  sense  of  danger  nor  of 
j)unishment.  His  impulses  were  developed  at  pleasure,  and 
the  various  faculties  i^ratifiod  as  thev  clamored  for  .aetitm. 
Whatever  faculty  was  most  excited  for  the  time  being,  swayed 
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his  mind  as  a  whole ;  thus,  the  acts  of  his  life  were  contradio- 
tory,  and  his  character  did  not  harmonize  with  itself.  Had 
these  two  faculties  of  prudence  and  honesty  been  more  prom- 
inent, he  would  have  been  able  so  to  regulate  his  conduct  as 
to  have  made  almost  an  entire  change  in  his  whole  life  and 
character. 

"  The  crown  of  his  head  was  very  high,  showing  large  Self- 
esteem  and  Approbativeness,  indicating  pride,  dignity,  con- 
sciousness of  self-importance,  ambition,  desire  to  please,  and 
to  gain  distinction  and  fame.  Such  a  mind,  connected  with 
such  ambition,  could  not  be  contented  in  private  life,  nor  bear 
to  be  repulsed,  j)ut  down,  or  supereeded  by  others ;  for  such 
pride,  joined  with  such  sensitiveness,  produces  a  character 
which  is  easily  wounded.  He  had  a  great  discernment  of 
character,  and  power  to  read  the  spirit  atid  tone  of  another 
person's  mind.  He  was  exceedingly  winning  in  his  manners, 
through  his  politeness,  ambition,  self-corn })hicency,  blandness 
of  manner,  respectfulness  of  demeanor,  and  ready,  available 
intellect,  connected  with  that  personal  address  and  lu>.ter  of 
eye  which  few  men  possessed. 

"He  had  large  Continuity,  which  gave  power  to  apply  the 
mind  to  one  subject,  and  to  think  closely  and  connectedly ; 
and  he  was  much  indebted  to  this  persistency  of  mmd  for  his 
success  in  scholarship,  in  his  j>rofession,  and  in  politics. 

"  His  social  brain  was  unevenly  developed,  and  should  have 
been  a  peciiliar  point  in  his  character,  and  given  eccentricity 
to  the  affecticms.  He  lacked  local  attachment ;  was  naturally 
inclined  to  travel,  and  loved  the  variety  and  excitement  whicUi 
new  places  and  scenes  presented.  He  had  not  consistent  and 
permanent  love,  nor  was  he  uniformly  interested  in  children, 
as  such ;  and  though  sons  would  excite  his  ambition,  a  beau- 
tiful daughter  would  awaken  far  more  affection.  He  had  but 
little  A<lhesiveness ;  was  not  a  permanent  friend,  and  could 
not  be  relied  upon  in  this  resj)ect.  He  may  have  been  ardent 
and  sincore  for  the  time  being,  but  change  of  scene  and  so- 
ciety would  equally  affect  his  attachments,  unless  they  were 
fortified  by  other  considerations.     His  attachments  were  more 
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extended  and  influenced  by  ambition,  than  confiding  and  do- 
mestic in  their  character. 

"His  Ainativeness  was  very  large,  and  very  sharply  devel- 
oped in  the  head,  indicating  great  intensity,  power,  and  ac- 
tivity. This  must  have  been  one  of  the  leading  features  of  his 
character.  The  relationship  between  his  mind  and  woman; 
the  power  he  exerted  over  her,  and  the  intense  passion  he 
manifested  for  her,  are  in  strict  harmony  with  his  organiza* 
tion.  The  love-passion  was  inordinate,  which,  connected  with 
his  other  peculiar  qualities,  must  have  given  him  a  winning 
power  and  captivating  influence  over  woman  seldom  equaled. 
With  his  very  high  tone  of  organization,  he  was  not  so  likely 
to  become  vulgar  and  gross  in  this  feeling  so  as  to  yield  to  the 
lower  forms  of  its  gratification,  as  would  one  of  a  coarser  or- 
ganization with  the  same  development  of  Amativeness.  Ho 
would  always  bo  the  gentleman,  and  seek  associates  among 
the  cultivated  and  refined.  With  the  exception  of  the  excess 
of  this  faculty,  and  that  of  Destructiveness,  and  the  weakness 
of  ConscicMitiousness  and  Cautiousness,  his  organization  was 
coinpar.'itivoly  unexceptionable  ;  and,  but  for  these  defects,  he 
mi<!:ht  have  been  one  of  the  most  brilliant  characters  that  ever 
figured  in  the  pages  of  American  history.  Seldom  do  we  find 
so  mucli  executiveness,  ambition,  manliness,  strength  of  pur- 
pose, intuition  of  mind,  natural  eloquence,  polite  address,  and 
ability  completely  to  magnetize  and  captivate  others,  as  his 
organization  indicates." 

Thus,  the  phrenologist. 

Add,  mentally,  to  his  statement,  that  Aaron  Burr  was  lefl 
an  orphan  in  his  infancy ;  that  he  was  brought  up  by  a  well- 
intentioned,  severe,  unjifenial  Puritanic  relative  ;  that  he 
was  reared  in  a  religion  which  did  not  engage  his  affections, 
nor  satisfy  his  intellect,  and  which,  therefore,  did  less  than 
nothing  for  his  moral  nature  ;  that  he  was  educated  in  the 
Yoltaiiian,  Chesterlieldian  ])eri<)d,  so  quiekening  to  the  inte- 
leet,  so  lulling  to  the  eonscience  ;  and  that  his  early  military 
career  kept  in  the  most  vigorous  exereise,  for  four  or  five  years, 
all  the  strong  executive  points  of  his  character,  and  lefl  in 
coi!q)arative  inaction  those  prudential  and  higher  moral  qual- 
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ities  which  most  needed  strengthening.  Consider,  too,  how 
the  circumstances  of  his  life  seemed  to  compel  him  to  be 
always  giving^  so  that,  at  last,  he  appeared  to  have  quite  lost 
the  power  of  discriminating  between  the  luxury  of  generosity 
and  the  duty  of  honesty.  And  then,  think,  how  bitterly  and 
long  he  expiated  his  errors,  and  how  lofliiy  he  bore  his  mis- 
fortunes, and  how  superior  he  ever  was  to  the  weakness  of 
self-vindication,  and  how  many  worse  men  than  he  have  been 
borne  triumphantly  along  to  the  close  of  their  lives,  and  fol- 
lowed to  the  grave  by  the  acclamations  of  a  nation. 

To  judge  this  man,  to  decide  how  far  he  was  unfortunate, 
and  how  far  guilty ;  how  much  we  ought  to  pity,  and  how 
much  to  blame  him  —  is  a  task  beyond  my  powers.  And  what 
occasion  is  there  for  judging  him,  or  for  judging  any  one  ? 
We  all  know  that  his  life  was  an  unhappy  failure.  lie  failed 
to  gain  the  small  honors  at  which  he  aimed  ;  he  failed  to  live 
a  life  worthy  of  his  opportunities ;  he  failed  to  achieve  a  char- 
acter worthy  of  his  powers.  It  was  a  great,  great  pity.  And 
any  one  is  to  be  pitied  who,  in  thinking  of  it,  has  any  other 
feelings  than  those  of  compassion  —  compassion  for  the  man 
whose  life  was  so  much  less  a  blessing  to  him  than  it  might 
have  been,  and  compassion  for  the  country,  which  after  pro- 
ducing so  rare  and  excellent  a  kind  of  man,  lost  a  great  part 
of  the  good  he  might  have  done  her. 

The  great  error  of  his  career,  as  before  remarked,  was  his 
turning  politician.  He  was  too  good  for  a  politician,  and  not 
great  enough  for  a  statesman.  If  he  had  been  brought  up 
wisely,,  and  then  subjected  to  a  hard  early  experience  of  pov- 
erty and  toil,  he  might  have  acquired  that  moral  quality 
which,  in  connection  with  his  keen,  ready  intellect,  and  his 
tremendous  propelling  power,  would  have  made  him  the  great- 
est teacher  of  the  young,  that,  perhaps,  ever  existed.  Nature 
meant  him  for  that.  In  the  present  condition  of  the  school- 
master's craft,  degraded  and  paralyzed  as  it  is  by  its  connex- 
ion with  the  State,  drawing  its  support  from  the  people  in  the 
odious  form  of  a  tax,  reducing  a  te:icher  to  the  level  of  a  com- 
mon office-holder,  and  making  him  the  hireling  of  ignorant,  or 
narrow,  or  dissolute  trustees  —  it  seems  ridiculous  to  say  of 
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any  man  that  he  micfht  have  been  a  great  and  brilliant  in- 
structor of  youth  !  Yet  that  was  precisely  the  vocation  of  all 
othei*s  that  Aaron  Burr  would  have  excelled  in,  and  would 
have  chosen,  if  he  had  been  as  good,  as  he  was  acute,  kind, 
and  energetic.  He  would  have  founded  a  school  that  would 
liave  done  as  much  for  the  enlightenment  of  Man  as  Prince- 
ton has  done  for  the  advancement  of  a  Sect. 

As  it  was,  he  did  the  State  some  service,  though  they  know 
it  not.  By  being  the  first  to  turn  to  practical  account  the  in- 
herent weakness  of  our  Constitution,  by  teaching  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  how  to  carry  elections,  by  the  invention  of  Fili- 
busterinix,  bv  mviu<'  the  country  and  General  Jackson  a  taste 
for  south-western  acquisition,  thus  marshaling  events  the  way 
that  they  would  go,  he,  at  least,  accelerated  the  history  of  his 
country.  In  the  wrong  direction,  you  will  say;  true,  bnt  it 
was  the  direction  in  which  the  country  was  destined  to  go, 
an<l  go  as  far  as  the  road  led. 

His  duel  with  Hamilton  had  the  effect,  finally,  of  rendering 
the  practice  of  duelini'  eutirelv  odious  in  the  northern  States. 
That  was  a  benefit.  In  stiffering  the  consequences  of  that  af- 
lliir,  he  simply  expiated  the  sins  of  his  generation,  and  the  ex- 
]  Mat  ion  fell,  not  unjustly,  upon  him.  Jfe  ought  to  have  known 
better,  and,  knowing  better,  he  had  the  fortitude  to  bear  the 
M'offs  of  cowards.  He  was,  upon  the  whole,  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  a  better  man  than  Hamilton;  and  it  was  well  or^lcred, 
that  bv  being  the  survivor,  he  should  have  had  the  tcorst  of 
the  encounter. 

It  is  to  be  said  in  ])raise  of  Burr,  that  in  the  various  oftie^^s 
held  by  him,  he  acquitted  himself  well.  He  was  an  indefati- 
gable and  useful  Senator;  a  Vice-President  of  ideal  excellence. 
If  he  had  been  elevated  a  step  higher,  his  Washingtoniaii 
liabit  of  taking  the  best  advice  before  iinally  tleciding  u|M>n  .an 
important  measure,  would  have  prevented  his  making  serious 
mistakes.  He  would  have  been  a  good  Pn»sident.  Instead 
of  ])lundering  the  treasury  of  his  country,  as  Hamilton  pre- 
dicted, he  would  have  been  more  likely  to  spend  twice  his  in- 
come in  sujq)()rting  the  **  dignity"'  of  the  oflice,  and  to  havo 
passed  from  the  White  House  to  the  court  of  bankruptcy. 
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If  his  expedition  had  succeeded,  it  was  in  him,  I  think,  to 
have  run  a  career  in  Spanish  America  similar  to  that  of  Napo- 
leon in  Europe.  Like  Napoleon,  he  would  have  been  one  of 
the  most  amiable  of  despots,  and  one  of  the  most  destructive. 
Like  Napoleon,  he  would  have  been  sure,  at  last,  to  have  been 
overwhelmed  in  a  prodigious  ruin.  Like  Napoleon,  he  would 
have  been  idolized  and  execrated.  Like  Napoleon,  he  would 
have  had  his  half  dozen  friends  to  go  with  him  to  his  St.  Helena. 
Like  Napoleon,  he  would  have  justified  to  the  last,  with  the 
utmost  sincerity,  nearly  every  action  of  his  life. 

We  live  in  a  better  day  than  he  did.  Nearly  every  thing  is 
better  now  in  the  United  States  than  it  was  fifty  years  ago, 
and  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  people  possess  the  means 
of  enjoying  and  improving  life.  If  some  evils  are  more  obvi- 
ous and  rampant  than  they  were,  they  are  also  better  known, 
and  the  remedy  is  nearer.  Every  one  begins  to  see,  with 
more  or  less  clearness,  that  the  public  business  can  never  be 
well  done  until  it  is  done  upon  the  principles  which  make  pri- 
vate business  safe  and  profitable.  The  spectacle  of  an  intelli- 
gent community  throwing  ilsself,  every  few  months,  into  a  vio- 
lent, expensive,  and  demoralizing  agitation  of  the  question 
Who  shall  keep  the  public  books?  is  felt  to  be  irrational  and 
ridiculous.  By  degrees,  the  truth  becomes  apparent  that  the 
thing  to  be  done  is  to  take  all  the  offices  out  of  politics,  and  to 
irtroduce  into  all  branches  of  the  public  service  the  principles 
of  permanence  and  promotion  for  merit  alone,  upon  which  the 
people  conduct  their  own  affairs,  and  without  which  no  pri- 
vate establishment  could  exist. 

Politics,  apart  from  the  pursuit  of  office,  have  again  become 
real  and  interesting.  The  issue  is  distinct  and  important 
enough  to  justify  the  intense  concern  of  a  nation.  To  a  young 
man  coming  upon  the  stage  of  life  with  the  opportunities  of 
Aaron  Burr,  a  glorious  and  genuine  political  career  is  possible. 
The  dainty  keeping  aloof  from  the  discussion  of  public  affairs, 
which  has  been  the  fashion  until  lately,  will  nt)t  again  find 
favor  with  any  but  the  very  stupid,  for  a  long  time  to  come. 
The  intellect  of  the  United  States,  once  roused  to  the  consider- 
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ation  of  political  questions,  will  doubtless  be  found  competent 
to  the  work  demanded  of  it. 

The  career  of  Aaron  Burr  can  never  be  repeated  in  the 
United  States.  That  of  itself  is  a  proof  of  progress.  The 
game  of  politics  which  he  played  is  lefl,  in  these  better  days, 
to  far  inferior  men,  and  the  moral  license  which  he  and  Ham- 
ilton permitted  themselves  is  not  known  in  the  circles  they 
frequented.  But  the  graver  errors,  the  radical  vices,  of  both 
men  belong  to  human  nature,  and  will  always  exist  to  be 
shunned  and  battled. 


INDEX. 


Adair,  Oen.  Favors  Burr's  expedition,  411. 
Absent  from  court  in  Frankfort,  420.  Ar- 
rested. 4:i4.     Exonerates  liurr,  493. 

Adams,  Francis.    Quotc<l,  230. 

Aduuis,  John.  Ketiiark  respecting  Wasliing- 
ton,  97.  Re*|»octintf  tho  legal  profession 
before  Kevulution.  180.  Extols  Burr  as  a 
soldier,  140.  Ills  vote  for  vice-president 
in  1789,  191.  Ue-elcctcil,  194.  Elected 
President.  199.  Qnoted  respecting  parties 
before  Revolution,  2  8.  Convorsatlon  bo- 
tureen  Adani<i,  JelTerson  and  Iluinilton, 
219.  Quoted  upon  the  terrorism  of  1793, 
220,221.  Ills  cluiracter,  225.  Quoted  ro- 
speetin?  Hamilton's  power,  281.  Qut»ted 
nsipcfting  Burr's  tireer.  235.  Respecting 
llaiMtlton's  scheme  to  elect  Plnckney,  245. 
C<'nver»atiou  with  Jefferson,  255.  Tliout;ht 
ll.iiuilton  the  cause  of  liis  downCdl,  253. 
Lose*  election  for  second  term,  261.  Ills 
work*,  262.  Conversation  with  Je(fer»«>n 
on  the  tie,  290.  I^-aves  Washtngt<in  in 
t;is:ru.>»t,  295.  Quoted  on  democracy.  295. 
WofMl'a  tiuppresiied  IIiRtory  of  .  Atlams* 
Adinini.stmti<»n.  311.  Adams  upon  Ham- 
ilton's licentiousness,  (U9. 

Adams,  John  Qulnev,  323. 

Adams  i^aniuel.  Candidate  for  third  rice- 
president,  199. 

Albany.  Burr's  residence  there.  134.  Diffl- 
ciilty  of  getting  there  In  olden  time,  159. 
Ilow  built  before  revolution,  5CS. 

Allen,  Col.  419. 

ANt<in,  Aaron  Burr.  Born,  299.  Beloved  by 
Burr,  3;M).  Gamp  .-iuil  the  Rout,  3  K).  Burr  s 
care  for  him,  55o,  576.     His  death.  597. 

Al."*ton.  Jo;*eph.  Letter  from  Burr,  279. 
Married  to  Theo.  Burr,  29S.  His  charac- 
ter. 29S.  Letter  from  Burr  on  Judiciary 
bill,  310.  Letter  from  Burr  bcf»»re  duel 
with  Hamilton.  351.  After  dnel,  365,  366, 
879.  VIMleil  bv  Burr,  402.  Aided  Burr 
in  expcilltion,  410.  Joln.«<  Burr,  413.  De- 
nounced by  Jefferson,  456.  Present  at 
Biirra  trial,  4S3.  Letter  from  Burr  about 
B«ntham..'>21.  About  Theo..  527.  Account 
with  London  bookseller,  532.  Blenner- 
has-vlt  demands  money,  566.  Announces 
death  of  hU  s<»n.  597.  Letter  from  Burr 
upon  Jaek^on.  6o7. 

Anecilutes.      Of   Burr's   cliUdhood,  51,  52. 


Burr  and  the  Princeton  professor,  fi5. 
Jean  Paul  and  the  Corrector  of  Hof,  61. 
The  Litchfield  riot,  65.  Burr's  encounter 
with  Indians  on  Sorrel  river,  79.  Miss 
Moncrlcfte  and  Oen.  Woshingtiin, 9).  Burr 
and  Neddy,  99.  Qucll's  mutiny  near  Val- 
ley Forge,  lii6.  Col.  Burr's  S4in,  110. 
Gcdney  redressed,  114.  Visits  his  lady- 
love by  night,  119.  Burr  and  tho  mufo, 
123.  Burr  and  the  murderer,  149.  Kus« 
ui>on  Hamilton,  149.  Sudden  death  of  a 
client,  151.  The  little  French  girl.  206. 
The  Paris  conrU'Zans,  221.  The  Phllailel- 
phia  b.irb<^r,  223.  Hamilton,  Wilkinson, 
and  ''  Uttlo  Burr,""  237.  Incident  of  duel 
between  Burr  and  Church,  240.  Election 
anecdotes,  251.  Gamp  and  the  gout.8i0. 
The  Judge  swamped,  3(i3.  After  duel,  864. 
The  border  landlord,  451.  Jturr's  appeal 
to  people  in  S.  C,  452.  Burr  and  the  Jailor. 
479.  Burr  and  tile  Juror,  494.  The  Rogues* 
.March.  512.  Bentliam's  absence  of  mind, 
52:3.  The  l.adv  dentist,  545.  Burr  and  tho 
sentinel  at  l^rturth,  54S.  B.1II  at  Frai.k- 
fort  550.  Burr  and  the  oM  soldier,  5S9. 
Incidents  on  Fairfiehl  sloofi,  593.  Theo.^i 
trunk,  6o<».  Burr  and  the  dead  child,  60I. 
Advice  to  lady  seeking  divorce,  610.  Ex- 
pouuilers  of  the  constitution,  613.  Burr 
and  Gen.  Scott,  614.  Wax-w.irks  exhibi- 
tion, 616.  Burr  challenged  by  J.  A.  Ham- 
ilton, 616.  Visit  to  scene  of  duel,  616. 
Meeting  of  Burr  ond  Mrs.  Hamilton.  619. 
De  id  shot  at  l;tlcl^  619.  Story  of  Van- 
dcrlyn,  620.  Burr  ami  the  hwlie.-s  622. 
Burr  and  his  prot6ge,  623.  Burr  and  his 
aunt.  624.  Opinion  of  God's  goodness,  626. 
In«llfference  to  censure,  626.  Burr  and 
English  colonel,  627.  Scene  In  C-ourt,  C^ 
The  cori»se  In  custixly,  629.  The  fifty 
dollar  note,  630.  Goes  to  s«»e  Fanny  Kem- 
ble,  635.  "  They  R-iy,"  637.  Wilberforce, 
637.  Lady  and  M.  L.  Davis,  tUl.  Tho 
lock  of  hair,  613.  Acknowled;;ln?  tho 
child,  6.V3.  Miss  K.  yet,  654.  Btirr  and 
old  woman,  655.  Another,  r»57.  Denies 
seduction.  6.*^.  Burr  and  British  olUcer, 
669.  Burr  and  Tex.-is,  670.  The  phren- 
ologist, 671.  Sterne  and  VoltHire.  678. 
.Burns  quoted,  671.  Stories  of  Burr's  last 
days,  675,  676,  677,  67S,  679. 


0.03 


INDEX. 


Arcnlarius,  Philip  J.,  248. 

AruiAtron;!,  Jjiines.    Oandidato  for  first  >icc- 

nrfsltlurit,  191.    Quote«l  by  Joffcn*«>n,  )^^. 

rrovided  t'ur,  807.     Inimical  to  Burr  In 

Parifs  &•'»•'». 

Arnui<l,  lU'Motlict.  Commands  cxpedi'-lon 
t<»  Qucbcp,  6s.  Appoints  Burr  to  convoy 
iiie»satfo  to  Moiit|;(iiiicry,  71.  Lost  Quebec 
by  treason  of  an  Indian,  72.  AppoinU) 
Burr  Brigade  Major,  77.  Burr'B  oplulon 
of  Arnold,  78. 

Arnoltl,  Mrs.    Scene  at  Mrs.  PreyostSi  136. 

Arthur,  liev.  Thomas,  88,  84. 

BAr>co€K,  Dr.,  246. 

Baily,  Francis.  Describes  New  Orleans,  892. 

Balvcr,  Jack,  462. 

Bal;:my.  Lor<i.    Letter  from  Burr,  576. 

Banlv  of  New  Vorlc.  Fac-simile  of  clieck,237. 

Bani,  Dr.    EnterUined  by  Theo.,  204. 

Barney,  John.  Burr's  amanuensis  during 
trial,  4S1 .     His  narrative,  4:jl,  511,  64L 

Borrow,  Orcon.  5*2t). 

Baton  bUm^v,  89^  42S. 

Ba-vMino,  Duo  do.  Minister  of  Napoleon,  570. 
Lenils  Burr  money,  .^72.  Aids  Burr  to  got 
{uibsport,  574.    Never  rcpai<l,  JVi.'i. 

Buyani,  James  A.  Letter  fn)m  Hamilton  on 
the  tie,  271.  Keply,  ii72.  Sewmd  letter 
from  Hamilton  oii  Kiiiic.  'J79.  Elects  Jef- 
ferson, 292.  Letter  t<>  Hamilton  on  lliirr 
at  WjL<«hlnjjton  banquet,  5314,  Oorrespon- 
denci'  with  il.iniiltou  on  l.'hris.  (.'oii>titti- 
lioiial  Soe.,  :{l.\  :ilO.  Defends  Burr  agaiu.st 
Clieetham,  •in. 

Bay»)ii.  l'i»Tre.  4:19,  4t<\ 

Beleher,  Joiiatiian.  Ciovernor  of  New  Jer- 
sey. Kieeiv«>  dcirree  of  M.  A.,  at  Prlnee- 
lo'n,  8.">.     11  is  deutii,  40. 

Belknap,  Mr..  491. 

Bellamy,  Dr.  Joseph.  His  theolo:rical  .•^eluMil 
attended  by  niur,  Gl.  Hi?)  method  of  iu- 
strtietiDU,  (*l. 

Bentliaiii.  Jeremy.  B»irr  admln-s  his  writ- 
lni:>.  l.Vi.  Burr ae<|ii.-iiiited  with.. Ml*.  Cir- 
lyli-"  npiiiioii  of,  .M;».  Nai  rat<--  Iiis  Mi<.itiii;r 
l>iirr..'".-o.  liiirr's  opinion  )>r.  ,VJ1.  I^»-it«'rto 
J^ord  iloliund  about  .Mixieo.  bit.  (>[ilniun 
of  Burr.  WM.  AIimiuv  of  mlncl,  (^^  Ex- 
tolled l»v  Burr  at  Dvfurd.  .VJ9.  \t  Edin- 
burirlj,  .VU.  Letter  lV«.m  Burr,  530.  Wcl- 
C"mi'»  Burr  airain,  r»7*\ 

:>c'ntli:im.  ."^ir  Samiul,  r».i7. 

Itiildie,  (.'iMtitiiodorf.  :t7''J. 

Hidwi-ll,  i;ain.ib:i»,  ol'i. 

*iirtuiti::li.(m.     Burr's  \i>lt  t«»,  529. 
»l:iek,  l-.ipt.     Sirvi'-»  uniler  liurr.  117. 

^lennerhaNH.'tt,  HarMi:iti.  Ike>iden<'is  8>"^. 
Vi>iie<l  by  Burr,  'Wj,  4ol.  L.tter  from 
liurr  alwmi  expi-dill<»n,  4o2.  Koplie.H,  4o:{. 
S*ee<Mid  h'lter  from  Burr,  4o."i.  Aid^expe- 
ilition,  111.  Writer  ariiel«'>  n:riinst  the 
I'nlon.  417.  Met-t-^  (rrdnun.  4-J,V  .Mmn- 
d«.n»  Islimd,  4-Sr.  Arr.>t«-.l.  412.  Indl  trd. 
470.  in  prison,  i«»;j.  His  di.oy.  .*>  i-J.  Not 
valued  tJjrou::li  Bnrr,riiC».  Demands  uuwiry 
of  .\l>ton,  't'\t\.     liurr'-  opinion  of.  t\\'\ 

Blenn*  rha.-s.tt  l.-Iand.  Piriiin- of.iN-^.  I»;irt 
of  V:i..  1:50.  Liid  >\;Lsle.  1:57.  l)escrib«'d 
by  \V-t,  499. 


Blcnnerhasactt,  Mrs.  Entertains  Burr,  8S9, 
401,  411.  Katrcr  fur  tlio  exp«.iitiun.  4-Sd 
Left  on  island,  4^{7.  Abandons  island,  4Hs. 
Lett«.>r  to  her  husband,  5ul.  Mana^res 
pLintation,  54)5.    Burr  aids,  ClSi 

Blwmitleld,  Gov.,  822,  878. 

Boinrt,  Kev.  David.  Marries  Bnrr  and  Mta. 
Prevost.  188.  Marries  Burr  and  Madame 
Jumcl,  66:3. 

Bollnian,  Erick.  Aids  expedition,  411.  Ar- 
reeled,  434. 

Boimparto,  Jerome.  Entertained  bf  Burr, 
8»1.    Burr  s<dicitj»,  558.  554. 

Bonaparte,  Josoph,  515. 

Bonajiarte,  Naixdeon.  His  power  in  \^A, 
407.  Position  in  IMUS  517.  Assents  ti>  in- 
dependence of  Mexids  546.  Burr  ad- 
dresses, 55:t,  559.  Burr's  opinion  of  his 
government,  576. 

BotUs  Bei^jamin.  Counsel  for  Burr,  462. 
Defines  tri'a.son,  470. 

B<»wrin:r.  Ji»hn.    Quoted.  522. 

Braddook's  Defe,it.  Itefiectionfl  thereon  by 
liev.  A.  Burr  and  Joiunthan  EtI wards,  41. 

Brant,    Entert.iined  bv  Burr  and  TJico..  2U4. 

Bri<l;re water,  I^>rd,  51^1, 521 

Brown,  Dr.,  878. 

Brown,  J<din,  2»49. 

Bruin,  Jud^e,  441. 

iirunei,  .Mr.,  5>'L 

Bunker  Hill,  B:Utlcof.  Effect  of  the  news.  67. 

Burke,  Judire.  Burr's  second  in  duel  with 
CJiureh.  '.'40. 

Burl  in-  Waiter.  Sent  by  Wilkinson  to 
Mexico,  4-1). 

Burr,    .V.iron.      Born,    4.').      Orphaned,   49. 
lluns  away  at  four  years  of  .i:re,  51.     .\n»«c- 
dotc-  of  the  cherry  tree  and  Mlk  dre.-^'s  M. 
t?ec«»nd   running  away,  bi.     As  a  .m*jm»w1 
b«>y,  .VI.     Enters  «-olle"i;e  of  N.  J.,  :>4.     -Is 
a  stuilent,  5t.     porswe.irs  inimbhn;:,  .M. 
Aneedote  of  Burr  auii   the  profiv^or.  .'•.*». 
(.'olleifc  eompo>itioii^.  ort.     .\lT«*eli-l  by  ilio 
n-vlval.  .')7.     Writi".  in  cipher  U»  hi*'  ^i^tt-r, 
.V.».    (ira-lii  itr>,  .V.».  .Vtii-nls  Dr.  li^ll.imvs 
theoloirical-elmol,  (ll.    Abantlon**  Ibeol-nry, 
62.      U'l-i   ehar.Ktir  as  a   viuins  miin.  «*l. 
Join^  the  riotc-r.^  in  ]*itel»iiel  1,  65.     li*  iriiks 
to  .study    l:iw.   O.*").      .loin-   the  army  mar 
Ito.Htttn,  I'm.     .loins  Arnold's  ex|K-dition  to 
l2'Hb<'e,  iK   I'nele  Timothy  «ii.s>uade^  luui, 
01».      'i'ho    mareli,  70.      Cnnveys   me.-^-^tje 
from    .Vrn«dd   to   Mont;;omery.   71.       Ap- 
pointed aiil   t«i  Monttfomerv,  72.     liurr  ;il 
the  asviult  of  t^'K'heC,  7^1,  t4.     t'arri,-.  «iif 
the    body    of   .Mt.ntir«»mvry.   TO.       I^mvcs 
Canad.i,   Ts.      lieMdrs  with    Wa'>bin:.'ton. 
«1.     Be.isons  fir  lii>  leavln;;  thi- iren.  ral. 
bl.     .\|»polnled  aid  to  Piitnam,  M, '   Burr'a 
opinion  of  Wa^hinu'ton.  vt.     Burr  at  b:iit',e 
of  I^.  I.,  >^5.     Saxe.s  bri-.;ade  at  retreat  ito-u 
N.  Y..  SO.     .Vcqnalntnni'i'  with  Mi>s   M««ii- 
crlelVi',    ^9.       Appolnti'd     lieiit.    col.,    l»0. 
l)rilN  rrL'iinent.  i»N     Captures  picket.  1"2. 
Meit-j  Mr^.  Prevo>t,  lo».     Commands  iwi-l 
n«-ar   Valley   i-'or:rr.  li»5.     Quells   mntiiiy. 
mo.     (.'omiiiands  briir.ule  at  battle  of  Mon- 
mouth.   Iu7.     I'omm-mds   at    West  Point, 

'    H*\).     CommantU   \Ve.stehc>tor   lines,   ill. 
PiiUd.'WU  plundering;,  lit.     HU  iiiil'U  / 
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habits,   116.      B«»pel9   Oor.   Tiyon,   117. 
Burns  bliick  fort,  117.     V'Uito  Mi^.  l*re- 
vnst  by  nljjht,  IIS.     leaves  ormy,   120. 
Ili'adh  stiKlonU  at  New  Haven,  124.   Muets 
Mrs.  Ariiobl,  126.    BurT*«  treneroslty,  128. 
Itc«iunies  tho  law,  181.     Ilia  favorite  au- 
thors 182.    Admitted  to  bar,  lai     Ills 
A.ndnt'ss  of  protei;('8,  186.     Marries  Mrs. 
I*rev<>st,  188.   Removes  to  New  York,  139. 
His  character  as  a  lawyer,  146.    His  in- 
?nine,  153.    Style  of  livinsr,  154.     His  fa- 
vorite authors.  155.    His  domestic  happi- 
ness !•'><>.    £U«>nint  letter  to  his  wife,  KH). 
Klo<*to<l  to  Ie:{islature,  166.    Opposes  Me- 
clianics'  Gnild,  166.     The  Burrites,  170. 
HiH  opinion  of  the  federal  constitution, 
172.      Espouses   anti-federal    party,    172. 
Supports  (Jfttes    for  governor,  173.    Ap- 
pointed attorney  general,  174.    Commis- 
fcioncr  on  revolutionary  claims,  174.   Com- 
ini.saioner  of  l.ind  ottice,  175.    Klected  U. 
S,  wnator,  176.    Takes  his  scat,  181.    His 
addreNS  to  president,  182.     Forbidden  to 
search  archives,  186.      Proposed  for  gov- 
ernor, 1S6.    His  opinion  on  the  disputed 
election,    189.     Declines  Judifeshii>,    190. 
OeUone  vote  for  vlcc-i»resf<lent,  194.  Thir- 
ty votes  in  1792, 198.   His  tenderness  to  his 
wifv,  200.     Kiiucates    his  daughter,  201. 
Care  of  his  servants,  20j.    Lom:s  ro-clcc- 
tion  t«»  wnate,  229.     Ileturns  to  as»enibly, 
232.      K^Ublishes    Manhattan  bank,  2^VS. 
Lost  election  in  consequence,  239.    Duel 
with  Churcli,  240.     Election  of  1800,  247. 
Exposes  llauiilton's  scheme  to  elect  Pinck- 
nev.  2.*>7.     IJv«iiiinated  vice-president,  259. 
Tiio   tie,  201.     U-ttor  to  Wilkinson,  264. 
Letter  to  S.  Smith  on  tie,  266.     To  Alston 
on  S'liiic,  279.    Elected  vice-president,  292. 
Toastetl  at  Alban\',  294.   vVs  vice-i»re.sident, 
2U7.  As  father-in-law,  29S.   Court*  Celeste, 
3'H.      No   b.a*ls  in  politics,  305.      I)i!»Bp- 
it)ves  of  addres.ses,  308.     The  judiciary 
)in,  8»t9.      Suppresses  Wood's  pamphlet, 
312.     Indifference  to  scandal,  8i3.    Toast 
at  WuHliinffti.n  banuuet,  813,  814.    Denied 
ltitri:ruinir  f«»r  presidency,  822.     Interview 
with  Jetferson,  327.     Nomin.ited  governor 
of   N.   Y.,  33iK     Tho    contest,    Ji-M,    3.35. 
Causes  of  duel  with  ITamilton,  HiYd.     Hos- 
tile correspondence,  340.     Meets  Hamilton 
at  banquet  of  Cincinnati.  34^.     Last  letters 
bi'fore  duel,  351.    Duel,  355.      Coroner's 
verdict,    3r»8.      C^)olnesi»  alter  duel,  364. 
Fliirht,  366.    Sails    for    St.   Simon.\    371. 
Visits  Theo.,  372.    Tries  J  udge  Chace.  873. 
Leaves  senate,  374.   Goes  wet.  3s7.  Visits 
BIennerh:ixsett,  3S9.   At  New  Orleans  391. 
Keturns  to  Nashville,  39S.     Meets  Wilkin- 
son at  St.  Louis,  4tNi.     Dines  with  Jeffer- 
son, 401.     .\>k"«.Ii'flVr»on  for  :ij»pointinent, 
404.     Plan  of  exiiedition  t«)  Slexleo,  4(H, 
412.    Sends  Swartwout  to  Wilkinson,  413. 
Follows,  413.     Frightens  the  AMorgans.  415. 
His  Veracity,  416.     Proceeded  ft'«':dn>t  by 
Divie^S  41s,     Acquitted,  422.    The  cipher 
letter  to  Wilkinson,  427.     Descends  Cum- 
berlan<l,  438.     Surrenders.  440.     Files   to 
wilderness    442.      Arrested.    447.      Starts 
eastward,  44-<.     Reaches  Itlcbmond,  453. 
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Examined,  454.  Admitted  to  boil,  4B&. 
Jefferson  his  prosecutor,  466.  His  appear- 
ance In  court,  461.  Sinsech,  467.  Indicted, 
476.  Imprisoned,  477.  Arraigned,  485. 
Acquitted,  508.  Leaves  Baltimore,  512. 
Sails  for  Europe,  513.  Claims  British 
citizenship,  516.  Meets  Bentham,  520. 
Sends  for  Theo.,  527.  Travels  nortliward, 
528.  Arrested,  533.  Letter  to  Lonl  Liv- 
erpool, 536.  Arrives  at  Stockholm,  5:37. 
Leaves  Sweden,  543.  At  Weimar,  546. 
At  Gotha,  549.  At  Frankfort,  550.  At 
Pari-s  551.  Passports  refused,  555.  Ad- 
dress<'S  emperor.  559.  Poverty,  562.  Cures 
chlnmey,  602.  Betrayed,  667.  Mceta 
Denon.  570.  Ba.ssano,  5<2.  Visits  Holland, 
573.  Carried  to  Englanil,  577.  Poverty  in 
I.ondon,  576.  Kcaches  Boston,  585.  At 
Custom  House,  687.  Reaches  New  York. 
694.  Begins  business,  596.  Death  of 
grandson,  597.  Death  of  Theo.,  599.  His 
debts,  6t>4.  Medcef  Eden  case,  6<JS.  In- 
cest case,  610.  His  habits,  612.  Vi.sit  to 
scene  of  duel,  616.  .Meets  Vandcrlyn,  620. 
His  protegee,  622.  Receives  warniiig  let 
ter,  624.  Money  habits,  629.  Journey  to 
Albany,  634.  Burr  in  his  omc^634.  Sees 
Fanny  Kemble,  635.  Will  quoted.  039. 
Lettor  to  daughter  of  old  friend,  644. 
Man  of  gallantry,  051.  Married  to  Madame 
Jumel,  663.  Separated,  665.  Struck  with 
paralvsis,  667.  His  lost  friend,  669.  Death, 
682.  Monument,  685.  Phrenological  char- 
acter, 687. 

Burr,  Rev.  Aaron.  Blrtb  and  education,  31. 
Account  of  his  conversion,  31.  His  preach- 
ing described,  32.  Chariicter  as  a  teacher, 
88.  Presides  at  first  commencement  of 
Princeton  College,  33.  His  Latin  speech, 
34.  Personal  appearance,  'MV.  Attnliimentb, 
87.  Marriage,  37.  Oddity  of  the  court- 
ship. 8^.  Citmpared  with  Jonathan  Ed- 
wards, 89.  Hi>  publications  :J9.  L<-tter 
to  Mr.  Hogg.  40.  Portrait,  4ii.  Removes 
to  Princeton,  45.    Death,  46. 

Burr.  Sarah.  Born,  45.  Her  career,  50.  De- 
scribe«i  by  Burr,  592. 

Burr,  Thaddeus,  63,-  .•.93. 

Burr,  Theodosia.  Born.  139.  As  a  child, 
ir>5.  Her  education,  162,  201,  202,  2i)3. 
She  entertains  Brant,  2W.  Married,  298. 
Describes  .Manhattan  Island,  299.  Explains 
('•ideste,303.  Intimate  with  .Mrs.  Matlison, 
817.  Letters  from  Burr  upon  election  for 
governor  of  N.  Y.,  335.  Letters  from  Burr 
before  duel  with  Hamilton,  it47,  3.M. 
After  duel,  870,  371.  Vi>ited  bv  Burr 
after  duel,  872.  Toasted  at  New  Orleans 
894.  PrcunoU'd  expi'dition,  410.  (}«»es 
west  with  Burr,  413.  Attends  ball  at 
MarietUi,  416.  ^'caches  BlennerhaMtett 
Island,  417.  Letters  from  Burr  on  his 
reaching  Richmond,  4.'>.'t.  Lc'tters  during 
trial, 4st>.  Arrives  at  Riehmond,  480.  To 
have  been  Queen  of  Mexiec*,  494.  I^'tter 
announ<*in2  nequittal,  5ii9.  I.<«tter  firom 
Burr  on  trial  for  mixlemeanor,  511.  Part- 
ing with  her  father.  514.  I^«tten«  from  him 
In  Eun.pe,  510,  520.  54' »,  54K  .•,75,  576,  .579. 
CorrcsfMinds  with  Bent  hum.  522.     1-,4'tter* 
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to  Barr,  &S6,  588, 5S1  Letter  to  Gallatin. 
64SS.  Annoiinces  death  of  her  soOf  597. 
Her  death,  099.    Character,  600.    ' 

Cabot,  Senator,  261. 

Cathire,  Due  du.     liurr  meets,  552. 

Cainbri(i;re.  Condition  of  the  camp  there 
in  1775,  67. 

Cannonsbiir)?,  O.,  418. 

C»rl>  If,    Qiiotetl,  62,  519,  618. 

Cunialian,  Kev.  Dr.,  6Si. 

C:irr<ill,  of  Cnrrullton.  Preferred  Burr  to 
Jefferwm,  261. 

Casticrea^jch,  Lord,  515.  516. 

Catliarine  of  Uussia,  15S. 

Celeste.    Courted  by  Burr,  801,  870. 

Chacc,  Judge.    Trial  of,  878. 

Chester,  a  C,  451. 

Cheetham,  James.  Editor  of  Am.  Citizen, 
307.  Denounces  suppression  of  Winxi's 
pnmphlct,812.  Nine  letters  against  Burr, 
818.     (Jhailengod   by  C<»Ieinuri,  826.    Op- 

?«se8  Burr  for  governor  of  N.  Y.,  8-^. 
'uunt^  Burr  with  llauiiiton's  insults,  8:{9. 
Assnils  Burr  after  duel,  859.  Sued  by  Burr 
for  libel,  4u:l. 

Chilllcothe,  417,  486. 

Chimney.     Burr  cures  of  smoking,  562. 

Church,  John  H.     Duel  with  Burr,  240. 

Cindnnaii,  :5^9,  41T. 

Cincinrmli.  Tiic,  240,  34S,  8r>n. 

Clail>nrne,  (rov.  KntiTUUns  Burr.  898.  Ad- 
dre.v»e«l  iiieetin^^  lu  N.  O.,  4:W.  Proclaina- 
tion,  4:U. 

Cl.irk,  Daniel.  Te'^tlinony  asainst  Willcin- 
soii,  :{s.'t.  ;il»r>.  Kntertuins  Burr,  JV.i;}.  (iocs 
ti»  Mexico,  ;{%.  Furni:«lios  h^»^^^^s  to  Hiirr, 
807.  Letter  to  Wilkiusoa  respectinsr  ru- 
mors of  IJiirr,  '.VJ\). 

Clay,  Henry, 'ri-i.  .Meets  Burr,  P.OS.  Cm\n- 
sel  for  Burr,  419.  Burr's  avowal  of  Inno- 
e.-nce,  42.'.     Metts  Burr  in  N.  V.,  Oil. 

Clerkenwell  Close.,  57s. 

Clinton,  l)e  Witt.  A  college  student,  K.'^. 
Inuetivo  for  Jrtrers«»n\s  flr^t  eleetion.  'I'tO. 
Toasted  Jeffer  o.t  and  Btirr,  21K'».  A  sena- 
tor, 8)7.  Cheetlmni  his  tool,  807.  Duel 
Willi  .1,  Swartw<»ut,  824.  Proposed  for 
pr«>ldent,  bM. 

Clinton,  (fc-orce.  Origin  of  the  family,  16-*. 
j|Ii,s  eharaelt-r,  IrtS.  Opjiosed  federal  con- 
stituli«»n.  171.  Ke-elected  governor  in 
17sO,  178.  Appolut'*  Burr  att<>rney-:ren- 
cral,  174,  Re-i«lected  in  1792,  Is'^.  Norn- 
in.-ite.-s  Burr  to  Supreme  ('<»iirt,  1J>(K  Can- 
didate f'»r  vice-pr<'>ident  in  179>,  11>4. 
Keli|»se«l  by  Burr.  19S.  I'erson  and  cliar- 
neter.  249.  Induced  l»v  Burr  to  .stand  for 
a.<*»emhly,  2r¥\  Set  i\»\i\v  in  favor  of  Burr, 
250.  Burr  su|tports  him  in  ivH  for  gnver- 
nor,291.  Suceeed.s  Burr  as  vicc-preftl<ient, 
87^ 

Clio-Soiihle  S«»clety.  Burr  preMdo^  55.  At- 
tends Burr's  funeral,  0S2. 

Cohbett,  William.  Proposes  Burr  for  Par- 
liament, .'>.';i. 

Coirhlan,  Mrs.  Narrative  of  her  connection 
with  Burr.  90. 

Coleman  William.  Kditor  of  Kvenlng  Post, 
3oS.    Duel  with  Thouiiwon,  82»>. 
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College  of  New  Jersey.  Founded,  88.  First 
commencement,  88.  The  buihiings^t,48. 
Sahiry  of  the  first  nreiJdfnt,  45.  Touibs 
of  the  presidents,  50.  Burr  #>ntera,  54. 
John  Adams'  remarks  upuu,  285. 

C<diins'  History  of  Kcnteckj.  Quoted,  419. 

Ck>ll..t,  Gen.,  258. 

Combes,  CapUiin,  578. 

Cooper,  Chtirles  D.  Causes  duel  bettrecn 
Hamilton  and  Burr,  aiO. 

Cooper,  Judge.  Letter  to  Thomas  Morris 
on  the  tie,  2$a 

Copenhagen.    Burr's  visit  to,  548. 

Cu.Hhing,  Col.  Narrates  Swaitwoars  arri- 
val ia  camp,  426, 429. 

D*Albkro.  Duo,  65S,  570. 

Dallas,  A.  J.  Opinion  on  the  jndidary  bl'tl, 
810.  KnterUinsBurrofter  duel,  869.  In- 
tercedes for  Burr,  878. 

Dimiolson,  T.  E.,  491. 

Daviuss,  J.  11.      Mores  Burr's  arrest*  41 S. 

Davis,  Matthew  L.  Errors  respecting  MLm 
MoncrietTe,  89.  Quoted  respecting  elec- 
tion of  ISOO,  244,  257.  Defends  Burr 
airainst  Cheetham,  820.  Accomp<mies 
Btirr  to  duel  with  Handlton,  852.  lin- 
•Hsoned,  85S.  Qnoted  res|H?ctlng  1).  Clarlc, 
95.  ICxitcdition,  412.  Burrs  veracity, 
416.     Errors  refaUnl.  6:»,  644,  648. 

Davton,  Jonathan.  Challenses  De  Wirt 
I  llnt<m,  826.  Coos  we.^t,  8^2.  .Meets 
liurr,  8>9,  891.  Aids  expe«liiion.  411. 
Cipher  letter  to  Wilkin>on,  4:fS.  lndicti>d, 
477. 

Dead  llivcr.    Mishap  therein,  70. 

Dearliorne,  (Jen  ,  41(5. 

I)earl>oi  ne,  Mr.  5S7. 

De  I)alwi«;k,  Iji  Baronnc.  Letter  from 
Burr,  510. 

Denou,  Baron.  Burr  visits,  570.  Aids 
Burr.  574. 

Delancey,  Col..  122. 

De  I'ey>ter,  Countess.     Burr  meets,  547. 

Do  Sicin.  La  Bamnue.    Burr  meets,  547. 

Do  VIsmc,  Miss,  1(»4, 125. 

De  Vlsme.  .Mrs.,  1(H. 

D'Or.     Burr  h»ves,  547. 

irotraute.  Due,  5.*»:]. 

Drake,  Lieut     Serves  under  Burr,  115. 

Dreer,  I'.  J.,  524. 

Duane,  William.  Note  to  Gen.  Collot,  258. 
Turns  .nirainst  Burr,  812. 

Duels.  Between  Church  and  Burr,  240. 
Death  of  Hamilton's  son  in  duel,  .S25. 
John  Swartwout  and  De  Witt  C-linton, 
824.  U.  Swaitwout  and  Hiker,  826.  Cole- 
man .ind  TllomlKson,.'^26.  Burr  and  Ham- 
ilton. .'t.V>. 

Duer,  Wiillam,  178. 

Duke  of  V,»rk,  221. 

Dumont,  M.     Meets  Burr.  519. 

Dunmer.  C-ol.    Killed  at  Monmouth.  IdS. 

Dupiester.  Col..  411.  418,  414. 

Dwi^'ht,  Dr.,  62,240. 

E.KTOS  WiM.iAM.  Enticed  bv  Burr,  41 L 
Makes  hit  deiM»ltion,  485.  His  testimony 
4S«'). 

EKdiug,  Professor,  546. 
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Eden,  Medcef.    Snlts  in  chancery,  b08 

Eilinbnrgb.    Burr's  visit  to,  A3U. 

Eilwards,  Esther.  Visited  by  President 
Burr  at  Slockbrldpe,  80.  Married  to 
rresident  Burr,  87.  Mourns  her  bu.sband's 
death.  47.  Her  character,  48.  Death,  49. 
Anxiety  for  her  son,  624. 

Edwards,  G.  U.,  518,  51  A,  520. 

Edward:S  Jonathan.  Kesidence  In  New 
York,  25.  Sketch  of  His  life.  27.  His  de- 
scendants, 8i).  Coinpare<l  with  President 
Burr,  39.  Death,  49.  Advantage  to  Burr 
of  his  fiirandfather's  celebrity,  145.  Burr's 
opinion  of,  626. 

Ell  wards,  Mary  Ann,  526. 

Edwardjs  Ojcdcn.    Attends  Burr  dying,  679. 

Edward-s  Pierpont.  At  school  with  Aaron 
Burr,  ^i.  His  opinion  on  disputed  elec- 
ti.in.  isa.     His  foible,  652. 

Edward.^  Mrs.  Timothy.  Correspondence 
w  iih  Burr  in  revolution,  87. 

Eilwurd.s  Hon.  Timothy.  Ouanlian  to 
Aaron  and  iSarah  Burr,  50.  System  of 
oducAti«)n,  51,  52.  Catches  the  runaway, 
53.  DIssuatles  Burr  from  Quebec  e.xpcdi- 
Uon,  6i». 

Elections.  For  governor  of  N.  Y.  in  17S9, 
172.  For  governor  of  N.  Y.  In  1792,  18^. 
First  presidential.  191.  State  election  of 
17'A  239.  Presidential  of  ISOO,  24ii.  The 
victorv,  2.^2.  In  House  of  Kepresenta- 
tive.s"2s7,  292. 

Elizal>eti»town.     Described,  51. 

ElN\v(»rth,  Oliver.  Candidate  for  third  vlce- 
prt-.sideUt,  19S. 

El>inore.     Burr's  visit  to,  54a 

Kmeriek.  Col.,  122. 

Erfurt b,  M7,  54!?. 

Fairfif.i.d,  Ct.    Burr  visits,  593. 

Fen  wick,  NIadame.    Burr  cures  h^r  chlm- 

nev.  fttW. 
Flov,l.  D.ivls,  419,  412,  477. 
Foit  Ma.ssac,  391. 
Fort  Stoil.liirt,  446. 
Fort  \Vilkln>on,  451. 
(•"oiicli-'.  .V>3. 

Frankfort.  Ky.,  39S,  418. 
Fredrlcksburxlj.  4.*)2. 
Frederick   the   Great.      His  popniarity  In 

American  provinces,  55. 
•  Frcneau,  225. 

ifAiiv,  Mr.,  539. 

ft. -line-*,  K.  P.     Arrest'^  Burr,  447. 
Onines,  Mr.     Nursn'il  by  Burr,  447. 
Oallalin,  Albert.     Admires  Bentbani,  156, 

519.     Supported  by  Burr  In  si.'nate,  196. 

Letter  from  TJieo.,  SU*). 
Oatef>,   Gen.    H<irati«).    The    cabal   against 

AV:e*liln2ton,  lor,.      Induced   by  Burr  to 

stand  for  assembly,  24S. 
Gedney.     His  house  plundered,  114. 
Gcntt,  220. 
Geor-e  II.,  .^T,208. 

(Jerman,  Gen.     Played  upon  by  Burr,  2:i3. 
(JIbbon.     Burr  admires,  155. 
Giles    Senator.       Letter    from    Jefferson 

ai.'ainst  Burr,  456.    At  Burr's  trial,  450, 
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Godwin,  William.    Bnrr  admires  him,  156. 

Burr's  acquaintance  with,  519. 
Goethe.    Burr  meets,  546.    Life  <juoted,  M9. 
Goodrich,  S.  G.    Quoted  respecting  chainge 

of  manners  in  U.  S.,  222. 
Gotha.    Burr  visits,  M9. 
Gotho,  Duke  of.    Burr  meets,  M9,  570. 
Gottenburich.    Burr  reaches,  537. 
Graham,  Mr.   Sent  by  Jefferson  to  discover 

Burr's  plans,  415.    Interview  with  Blen- 

nerhassett,  485.    Proceeds  against  Burr, 

436,43a 
Gravesend.    Burr  sails  firom,  581 
Gray  don.    Quoted,  221. 
Great  Canawha,  437. 
Green,  C<d.,  121. 
Griffin,  Cyrus,  459. 
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THE  HUMOROUS  POETRY  OF 

THE    ENGLISH    LANGUAGE, 

From    Chaucer    to    Saxe. 

Narratives,  Satires,  Knigmaa,  Burlesquefl^  Parodies,  Travesties,  Epigrams, 
Epitaphs,  Traiulations,  including  all  the  most  celebrated  Comic  Poems 
from  the  Anti-Jacobin,  Rejected  Addresses,  Ingoldsby  Legends, 
Cruikshank's  Omnibus,  Bentloy,  Blackwood,  and  Punch.  With  a  col- 
lection of  more  than  two  hundred  Epigrams,  and  the  choicest  humor- 
ous poctrj*  of  Peter  Pindar,  Cowper,  Thackeray,  Praed,  Swift,  Scott, 
Holmes,  "Anon,"  Gay,  Bums,  Southey,  Saxe,  Hood,  Prior,  Cole- 
ridge, Byron,  Moore,  Lowell,  etc.  "With  notes  oxplunatoiy  and 
biographical, 

By  Jas.   Parton, 

Author  of  "  Life  of  Horace  Greeley." 
I     Vol.     i2mo.       689    pp.      Price    $1.50. 


"  Take  it  up  when  fn  ft  merry  mood,  and  70a  ehM  find  aomethinff  therein  to  Jnmp  with 
yuar  humor ;  wbon  Jailed,  or  hot,  or  oat  of  tempor,  and  ten  to  one  the  plosMuit  doee  will 
revive  and  do  you  good." — N.  1".  Att>i<m. 

"  All  ilitit  there  i»  of  graceful  gayety,  harmleu  wit,  and  Hterling  fun,  in  the  ihorter  povma 
of  the  pjnglish  language,  im  here  embodied.'* — H.  Y.  Phren.  Journal. 

"  There  is  an  immeniie  fund  of  amusement  in  it,  and  can  not  fail  to  he  relished  by  thoM 
who  can  appreciate  rich  humor."— /»AiTo.  Amer.  Courier. 

"  It  iH  a  ri.*h  Tolnme,  thin.  Sevcnty-Ovo  authors  contribated  to  it,  and  these  anthers  the 
brightest  of  their  day."-— L»/e  IUtii4rat»L 

"  Ilere  the  admirer  of  the  sallies  of  a  One  wit,  or  thoxe  of  broad  humor,  when  in  th^uic, 
can  find  them  all  crystalizcd  around  one  center." — ^V.  1'.  Picayuru. 

"  A  worlc  of  so  much  msrit,  so  full  of  pleasing  varieties  culled  from  ancient  and  modem 
lore,  briniring  forth  '  thlniTH  both  new  and  old.'  must  recommend  itself  to  every  one  who 
\\.a»  a  relish  for  spicy  literature." — N.    T.  Family  Visitor. 

"  Wc  heartily  commend  it  to  all  lovers  of  ctimic  uarrativen,  satires,  bnrlesqnes,  parodies, 
trarcMien,  epigrams,  epitaphs,  etc." — N.  Y.  Ckrittian  Inquirer. 

"  The  people  want  amusement,  and  they  can  have  it  in  iho  good-Kiied  volamo  befort.  us, 
which  is  crammed  with  wit,  drollery,  and  satire.  " — Botton  Courier. 

"  The  book  is  one  of  rare  merit ;  one  of  pleasure,  and  not  grief;  one  of  cnltivation,  and 
not  weakne»M  :  uno  of  pro&t,  and  not  folly ;  one  which  we  will  love  to  pemse  at  home, 
.abroad,  or  anywhere— in  (he  town  or  In  the  country,  in  the  house  or  in  the  field,  in  tha 
winter  or  the  summer."— iV.  Y.  Home  JoumaL 

"  This  is  a  volume  of  the  rarest  and  raciest  qnality."— JV'.  Y.  Churdtman. 

"  No  lover  of  literature  should  be  without  this  volume." — Detroit  Adrerti»er. 

*'  With  Iho  exception  of  Shakspeare,  we  don't  believe  there  is  a  book  in  the  world  between 
who>:e  rovers  can  be  found  more  genuine  wit,  exquisite  fun,  and  refined  humor,  than  in 
this  collection.  "—i)rtyton  (O.)  Gazette. 

"  Ali  the  witty  and  hnmorons  things  that  English  and  American  writers  have  done  In 
verse  firom  ('haucer  to  Saxe."— Porttond  (Jfe.)  Traiueript. 


LIFE   OF   HORACE   GREELEY, 

Editor  of  the  New  York  Tribune. 

By  J.   Parton. 

Elegantly  Illustrated,     i  Vol.      i2mo.,  442  pp.    Pric«  81.25. 


**  The  career  of  the  ^reat  editor  from  humble  boyhood  to  proud  pre-eminence  emoofr  tht 
auMtcr-mlodB  of  the  country,  is  tratiifulljr  and  fatcinatiugly  told.'-— Xrq/(iy««r  \ImH. 
Jo'tmal. 

"  It  is  an  account  of  the  life  of  a  man  of  great  energy  of  character,  and  of  mon*  than  com 
m'jn  variety  of  talent,  who  ha«i  taken  a  promiDont  part  in  the  controrcrsles  and  discu«>iuBi 
of  thr"  day.»'— JV.  Y.  t'renimg  Po^ 

"  U\i  life  is  a  *  living  epistle,'  proclaiming  that  virtnons  endeavora  and  ufbtelBsh  tuil 
•ooner  or  later,  will  meet  a  fit  recompense."— JV.  T.  CkrtfHam  itddtigmctr. 

"  The  volume  tells  all  about  'Horace,'— wierc  be  came  fnnn,  his  stn]pi;1e%  amtiltion 
trinmphfl,  etc.    These  are  of  great  interest,  and  will  be  read  with  avidity."— .fiorton  Dutl^ 

"A  mo!tt  graphic  and  entertaining  aceonnt, of  the  lit^  of  Mr.  Orceley.  •  •  •  riic 
most  Apicy  and  attractive  biography  of  th««day." — Bo*ton  Journal. 

"  It  throws  open  the  door  of  the  work -shop,  and  exhibits  industry,  and  thrift,  and  intrlii 
pi'rice  at  their  hard  day's  work,  earning  their  dally  bread,  and  layinir  down  the  ktepi>lng 
BtnticA  to  all  that  the  world  esteems  and  admires.'' — Vtica  Momimg  Uerald. 

"There  has  been  nothing  like  it  since  the  life  of  Franklin:  interesting  throughout.  "— 
It't:it}>fli''r  Wairhmnn. 

"  An  inlerestiiiR  book— full  of  good  to  nil." — Bangor  Mercury. 

'•  Full  of  intcrcKt  and  instruction.'' — Jitlrider^  Intrttigfnrer. 

*'  Is  of  absorbinj;  interest,  and  contains  much  of  pleasant  humor,  sparkling  wit,  and  at 
iracttve  anecdote." — lUtngor  Courier. 

"  The  life  of  a  most  extraordinary  man." — Amh^rt  Gazftte. 

*'  I,ct  the  book  bo  read  in  every  home  in  America." — Hat  {ford  ItepuUinw. 

"  We  have  read  chapter  after  chapter  of  this  work  with  uutiaggitig  interest." — Ewkf»tt^ 
hail}/  American. 

"  It  i*  a  volume  for  earnest  men  and  boys  to  read  and  study." — Springjl»-U  {.Vti*-. 
li',p'iMi''iin. 

"  .\  vcritsble  biography  of  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  of  the  time."— Owioor*/  //».;> 
ftrnilrnt  Dem'trntt. 

"  The  bioKrnphy  of  one  of  the  brnvc!«t,  nohlot,  clparcnt-beaded,  largent -hearted,  and  UiCl^ 
tlioroii;:lil.v  Si'lf  mKde  men  iu  AnicTira."— //ru-'/or*/  Inquirer. 

"  Woilhy  of  a  place  by  the  bide  of  the  life  of  li^'njamln  Franklin."— i7'ar(/onI  lidigtow 
Ilnafl. 

'•  \V»'  commend  it  to  the  Mudy  of  yonnpr  d^n.'' — St.  Lo'iit  (Mo.)  HrpufJinin. 

"  \^ritH'n  in  a  njo!»t  graphic  ond  cntortuiiiinfj  style,*' — Chrittinn  Freeman. 

"  It  is  n  nscfiil  book — a  lMM>k  that  enn  not  bo  read  without  profll." — TrumpH  4*  J/'iyiriw. 

••  A  faithrul  and  full  history  of  a  man  whom  ibc  public  want  to  know  all  about." — EOrtu 
riUe  J'yi.Wil. 

"  A  volume  of  rare  \n{cn%i."— Sandy  Ilifl  TTerahL 

"  ,\s  lutrrcsting  as  any  novel— yel  all  trne." — PainetviUr  Drmnrrat. 

"  The  llfp  of  llorare  Oreeley  ii  one  for  the  youth  of  Amerira  to  Mudy."— PWta.  yevt. 

*'  Attractive,  interesting  and  inMrnellvc."— /?opie  rxfW/<«r. 

"  .\  b«K»k  which  should  Ih5  in  every  hoiiseholJ— should  bo  read  and  pondered  by  thf 
younKand  old." — VhiUt.  Merchant. 

"  Abound:*  In  racy  aniTdote*'." — F<m'l  'Lilxic  ITrratd. 

"  \s  an  inrcntlve  to  youth  in  poverty  lo  l»c  honest,  faithfbl,  and  persevering,  apart  fniir 
i;-  pe.Monal  iiHere<.t.  it  sLuuld  go  lulo  the  houds  of  the  young  of  America  generally."  — 
UnUlfttoicn  .*itundurJ. 
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